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Teens: Apply for the 
 

2014 Young Ornithologists Workshop! 
 

The 2014 Doug Tarry Young Ornithologists Workshop will be held at Long Point Bird Observatory  

near Port Rowan, Ontario, from August 2 to 10.  
 

Participants will receive hands-on training in field ornithology. Activities include an introduction to bird 
monitoring and banding, birding trips, preparing museum specimens, guest lectures, and more!  
 

Six of Canada’s most promising ornithologists between the ages of 13-17 will be selected to attend,  
and will receive the Doug Tarry Bird Study Award to cover all on-site expenses.  

 

Applications are due April 30, 2014 
 

For more information see  
www.bsc-eoc.org/organization/bscnews.html 

or email LPBO at lpbo@birdscanada.org 

mailto:lpbo@birdscanada.org
http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
mailto:office@torontofieldnaturalists.org
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/organization/bscnews.html
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TFN MEETING 
 
 

Sunday, March 2, 2014  
 

2:30 pm 
 
 

 In the Eye of the Beholder: 
A Study of Beauty in the Natural World 

 
 

 Kyle Horner, wildlife photographer, birder and naturalist, 

will re-examine our pre-conceived notions of beauty 
   

VISITORS WELCOME! 

 
SOCIAL:  2:00 – 2:30 pm 

 
  

 Room 003, Northrop Frye Hall, 73 Queen's Park Cres East 
Remember this is a new location!! 

 
 Immediately southeast of Emmanuel College, south of the Museum subway station exit on the east side  

of Queen’s Park.  Enter on either the west or north side of the building.  The west entrance is wheelchair 
accessible. 

 
 For information: call 416-593-2656 up to noon on the Friday preceding the lecture. 

 

Upcoming TFN Lectures 
 

Apr 6 The Reluctant Twitcher, Richard Pope, a relatively normal birdwatcher who became a 
reluctant twitcher in 2007 and wrote a book by the same name.  

 
May 4 Sand Dune Conservation, Geoff Peach, co-founder of the Lake Huron  

Centre for Coastal Conservation   
 

 

2013 Ontario Nature Conservation Awards 
 

Nomination Deadline: March 31, 2014 

Ontario Nature Conservation Awards recognize excellence by honouring individuals, groups, 

government agencies and corporations who have worked to protect Ontario’s nature.   

Awards are published in the autumn issue of ON Nature.  For descriptions of the awards, and 
nominating procedures, see www.ontarionature.org or e-mail info@ontarionature.org or  
phone 416 444-8419. 

 

http://www.ontarionature.org
mailto:info@ontarionature.org
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 TFN events are conducted by unpaid volunteers. 

 The club assumes no responsibility for injuries sustained by anyone participating in our activities. 

 Children and visitors are welcome at all TFN events.  Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 If you plan to bring children in a stroller, be aware that there may be steps or other unsuitable terrain.   

 Please do not bring pets. 

 To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules (www.ttc.ca or 416-393-4636).   

 Outings go rain or shine: check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you will know what to wear. 

 Wear appropriate footwear for walking on trails which may be muddy, steep or uneven.  
  

TFN OUTINGS 

Sat 

Mar 1 

10:00 am 

  

ASHBRIDGES CREEK –  Nature Arts 
Leader:  Joanne Doucette 

Meet outside Greenwood subway station on the west side of Linsmore Cres just north of Danforth Ave. Bring 

sketching materials or your camera, and lunch. We will do quick sketches/photos along the course of the buried 

Ashbridges Creek and warm up inside afterwards.  Duration 3 hrs.  

  

Sun 

Mar 2 

2:30 pm 

  

LECTURE –  In the Eye of the Beholder: A Study of Beauty in the Natural World 
Speaker: Kyle Horner, wildlife photographer, birder and naturalist. 

Room 003, Northrop Fry Hall, 73 Queen’s Park Cres E.  See page 3. 

  

Tues 

Mar 4 

10:00 am 

  

COLONEL SAMUEL SMITH PARK –  Birds 
Leader: Anne Powell 

Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore Blvd W and Kipling Ave for a circular walk.  Bring binoculars. 

Morning only. 

  

Sat 

Mar 8 

1:30 pm 

  

WEST DON VALLEY –  Birds & Plants 

Leader: Ken Sproule 

Meet at E T Seton north parking lot at the bottom of the staircase (south side of Eglinton Ave E at Leslie). We 

will walk south to the pond and pine forest below the Science Centre, then head north through Serena Gundy and 

Sunnybrook parks or Wilket Creek park towards Edwards Gardens depending on conditions.  Duration  2.5 hrs. 

  

Wed 

Mar 12 

10:00 am 

  

PINE HILLS CEMETERY – Trees 
Leader: Jack Radecki 

Meet at the pedestrian entrance at the northeast corner of Birchmount Ave and St Clair Ave E, a short walk from 

Warden subway station. Walk will end at the Pine Hills visitation centre for refreshments between 12 and 12:30. 

  

Sat 

Mar 15 

10:00 am 

  

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY – Trees 
Leader:  D Andrew White 

Meet at Davisville subway station for a walk through the cemetery to identify trees. Morning only. 

  

Sun 

Mar 16 

2:00 pm 

  

LOST TRIBUTARIES OF GARRISON CREEK ALONG OSSINGTON AVE – Lost Rivers 
Leaders: Helen Mills 

Meet at Ossington subway station. The walk will explore the Dewson and Denison lost creeks and their  

environs.  A joint walk with Toronto Green Community. 

  

Wed 

Mar 19 

10:00 am 

  

HUMBER BAY PARK EAST – Birds 
Leader:  Wendy Rothwell 

Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore Blvd W and Park Lawn Rd for a circular walk. Bring binoculars. 

Morning only. 

  

http://www.ttc.caor416-393-4636
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Some images shown at the Nature Arts Event (see report on page 9) 

 
 
 

Sat 

Mar 22 

10:00 am 

  

LESLIE STREET SPIT –  Birds and Trees 
Leader: Stephen Kamnitzer 

Meet at the park entrance at the bottom of Leslie St. This will be an all-day walk allowing us to explore nature in the 

lesser known areas of the spit.  Bring binoculars, water and lunch. 

  

Tues 

Mar 25 

9:45 am 

  

  

TORONTO ISLAND – Birds 
Leader: Anne Powell 

Meet at the Island Ferry Docks at the foot of Bay St in time to catch the 10:00 am ferry to Ward's Island. Bring bin-

oculars and money for ferry. Morning only 

 

Sat 

Mar 29 

10:00 am 

  

LATE WINTER OR EARLY SPRING ALONG THE DON – Nature Walk 
Leader:  Ed Freeman 

Meet at the south door of the Ontario Science Centre (school entrance). We will end at the Evergreen Brickworks 

for warmth and review of the site’s environmental history. There is a free shuttle bus to Broadview subway 

station. 

 

Veery at Point Pelee by Augusta Takeda 

 

 

 

Split Gill (Schizophyllum commune) by Harvey Medland  

Blanding’s turtle at Tommy Thompson Park  

by Margaret McRae 

 
Red-necked grebes at Col Sam Smith Park 

by  Anne Byzko 
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It's encouraging to know that the cold winter will soon be 

over, and we are in the midst of planning our summer 

walks schedule. 
 

I haven't too much to say this month as I have been away 

in Florida for awhile and haven't done much in Toronto. 

TFN had a representative at the Ontario Place Park 

presentation, which I watched on the internet.  I plan to 

fill out an online form.  I also missed the last meeting 

about the island airport and we have a board meeting the 

night of the Gardiner Expressway meeting. 
 

We are ordering a new supply of our promotional 

brochure and have made a few revisions to it.  
 

So far we have two outreach events in March. We still 

need several volunteers to help at  the Scarborough Green 

Fair and Seedy Saturday on March 22nd at Blessed 

Cardinal Newman High School on Brimley Road just 

south of Kingston Road. We are looking for people to 

staff our table from 11 am to 3 pm. Please contact 

Stephen Kamnitzer or the office if you can help. 
 

Thank you to Gail Gregory, Lynn Miller and the nature 

arts group for the digital images show on February 1st 

which we all enjoyed, and for the art exhibit in the  

S Walter Stewart Library for the month of February. 

 

 

Caroline Schulz, the Executive Director of Ontario Nature  

gave us an update on the reasons they are suing the 

Ontario Government for widespread exemptions to the 

Endangered Species Act. While TFN is an active member 

of Ontario Nature, they would like more of our members 

to join as individuals so that ON will be seen to represent 

a larger number of Ontarians who care about nature. 
 

I had a nice week in Florida, staying with my sister in 

Daytona Beach. We went out every day to a nature 

reserve and saw quite a few birds and a few butterflies. It 

was cool there too but generally between 10 and 20 

degrees Celsius with no rain or snow. Visiting Merritt 

Island and Lake Woodruff National Wildlife Refuge are 

annual highlights for me. In Merritt Island we saw a white 

pelican, roseate spoonbills, reddish, great  and snowy 

egrets, little blue heron and tricolored heron, white and 

glossy ibis, and all the ducks and shorebirds we get here 

but in larger numbers. Lake Woodruff has Sandhill 

Cranes, little blue herons, blue winged teal, coots, pied 

billed grebes and bald eagles. We saw alligators at both 

locations and also some armadillos in another reserve. I 

am including a couple of photos of birds we don't see in 

Toronto - roseate spoonbill (left) and reddish egret. 
 

Margaret McRae 

  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

 

TFN Board Nominations Invited 

TFN is looking for people with initiative who are willing to devote time to working as members of the  

Board of Directors.  Please send your suggestions to the Chairman of the Nominating Committee c/o 

the TFN office (see contact information on page 2).  The Committee’s report will be published in the 

May newsletter. 



March 2014 Toronto Field Naturalist  TFN 602-7 

 

MONTHLY MEETING REPORT 
 
The Sky Above: Another Aspect of Our Natural World 
Sunday February 1, Paul Delaney, Astronomy Professor, York University  

In his fascinating and well-presented lecture, Paul Delaney 

focused on astrobiology - the search for planets beyond our 

solar system that might support life as we know it.    
 

Our galaxy contains over 100 billion stars, although we can 

see only three or four hundred in Toronto. Only in the last 

few decades have we begun to have an idea how many of 

these stars might have planets.  
 

Exoplanets 

The first-discovered exoplanet 

(a planet-sized object orbiting a 

star other than our sun ) was 

detected in 1995. As of January 

31, 2014 we have detected 

1034 planets in 773 mostly 

single-planet systems.  

Exoplanets are detected 

primarily through two methods.  
 

The first, pioneered by 

Canadian astronomers, is the 

wobble technique. A star and 

its planet both orbit around a 

common centre of gravity. The 

planet orbits the star, but the 

star also orbits the common 

centre of mass, creating a 

wobble in the star's position. 

As a star wobbles towards 

Earth, its light shifts towards 

blue; when it wobbles away, its 

light shifts towards red. 

Wobbling stars can be detected 

by these shifts in their light. 

Our technology is good enough now to detect variation in a 

star’s motion down to one meter per second - the 

approximate pace of walking. This technique is best suited 

to detecting large planets near their star.  The first exoplanet 

detected in this way is very close to its star, has a four-day 

orbit and a surface temperature of about 2000 degrees.  
 

The second technique, used by the Kepler spacecraft 

launched in 2009, is better suited to detecting smaller 

planets farther from their sun. This technique, called the 

transit technique,  uses difference in the intensity of light 

from a star. A planet that transits in front of a star will cause 

a dip in the intensity of its light. However, not all variations 

in light intensity are due to planets, so further research is 

still being done on about 2,740 candidate planets found by 

Kepler. Probably 90% of these will be confirmed as planets. 

This technique only works when the planet is in the line of 

sight of the observation point. The Kepler data suggests it is 

highly likely that every star has, or has had a planetary 

system. All the planets and candidates detected so far are in 

our Milky Way Galaxy; our technology is not yet quite 

good enough to detect planets outside our galaxy. 

Currently, over 100 different planet search projects are 

underway. Kepler is the most successful.  
 

Looking for Earth 2: how many exoplanets might be 

habitable? 

It is assumed that life as we know it 

needs a planetary surface temperature 

between 0 and 100 degrees centigrade 

so that water can exist in liquid form 

on the surface. This is called the 

"Goldilocks zone” which  is 

determined by the temperature of the 

star and a planet’s distance from it.  

Earth is in the middle of this zone.  

Some stars are hotter or cooler than 

our sun. For cooler stars, the habitable 

zone is closer and hence the orbit 

length is shorter. 
 

The next step in the search for 

habitable exoplanets is to analyze the 

planetary atmosphere. Atmosphere 

plays a key role in whether a planet is 

habitable. The carbon dioxide in 

Earth’s atmosphere acts as a thermal 

blanket. Our planet hasn’t always 

been habitable. It had many snowball 

episodes, probably due to changes in 

the planetary interior that changed the 

atmosphere. We are within weeks of being able to search 

spectroscopically for exoplanet atmospheric biomarkers. 
 

All exoplanets detected so far are in orbit around stars. But 

planets can be ejected from stellar orbit during star 

formation. It is strongly believed that there are as many 

nomadic or rogue planets roaming around interstellar space 

as there are planets orbiting stars. 
 

York University Observatory has public viewings on 

Wednesday nights. Those who prefer to do their 

observations from the comfort of their home may like to 

take part in online telescope viewing on Monday evenings. 

Find out more at www.yorkobservatory.com  Paul Delaney 

and his students can also be heard online Monday evenings 

at www.astronomy.fm. 

Lavinia Mohr  

 

A small portion of NASA's Kepler's full field of 
view, an expansive, 100-square-degree patch of 
sky in our Milky Way galaxy. An eight-billion-year-
old cluster of stars 13,000 light-years from Earth, 
called NGC 6791. Courtesy of NASA 

http://www.yorkobservatory.com
http://www.astronomy.fm
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EXTRACTS FROM OUTINGS LEADERS REPORTS 

Lower Don Valley, 26 Dec. Leader: Margaret 
McRae. One member wore snowshoes which were 

appropriate that day. We circled Sun Valley and 

Cottonwood Flats. TRCA has added a new fenced park to 

Cottonwood Flats which appears to be songbird habitat. 

There is still more work to be done. We noted several 

fallen trees and saw huge icicles on the shoreline. 

 
High Park, 11 Jan. Leader: Bob Kortright. Ice and 

deep puddles underfoot made for challenging walking, and 

fog made distant birds invisible. Nevertheless the group 

found a ruby-crowned kinglet and a red-tailed hawk in 

addition to robins, starlings, cardinals, house sparrows, 

mallards and geese. Trees, including black oaks and 

sassafras, provided lots of interest between bird sightings. 

Drawing by Diana Banville  
The ruby-crowned kinglet migrates through Toronto in 
spring from mid-April to late May, and in fall from the end 
of August into November. A straggler may turn up at a 
winter feeder according to TFN’s Toronto Region Records. 

 
. 

Ashbridge’s Bay, 14 Jan. Leader: Anne Powell.  
Thirteen brave souls toured the park despite the very icy 

conditions. We were rewarded with good views of white-

breasted nuthatches and tree sparrows as well as the usual 

winter water birds.  

 
Lost Rivers, Western Waterfront, 19 Jan.  
Leaders: Helen Mills, Richard Anderson, John 
Wilson, Ian Wheal 
There are few routes that would have been comfortable on 

such a day, but the wind off the lake made this walk 

particularly challenging.  Since we avoided the water's 

edge, we barely touched upon expansion proposals for the 

Island Airport, which was very close-by.  We observed the 

effects of landfilling, both in the distant past (railway 

building in 19th century) and recent (Canoe Landing Park 

created from excavations for nearby condos).  We 

discussed and viewed images of the diversion of Garrison 

Creek (now a combined sewer) to Interceptor pipes and the 

Western Beaches Tunnel.  We discussed the health 

outrages of lead contamination (air and soil), water 

pollution from abattoirs and other past industrial abuses in 

the Niagara street vicinity.  On a positive vein, we noted 

the efforts of Homegrown National Park Rangers to restore 

native plant material in planters made of old canoes at 

Little Norway Park and Old Fort York. 

 
Humber Bay Park East, 22 Jan. Leader: Anne 
Powell. Birds noted included: pied-billed grebe, Canada 

goose, mute swan, gadwall, mallard, redhead, greater 

scaup, lesser scaup, bufflehead, common goldeneye, red-

breasted merganser, hooded merganser, ruddy duck, ring-

billed gull, herring gull, great black-backed gull and song 

sparrow. 

 

Taylor Massey Creek, 28 Jan. Leader: Charles 
Bruce-Thompson. This is a riparian environment 

completely surrounded by heavy industry. The creek runs 

straight as an arrow to Eglinton from well north of 

Lawrence and is as narrow as possible while allowing for 

sewage and storm-water pipes. There is no provision for 

water absorption on either side of the creek with low-rise 

industrial buildings surrounded by work yards and parking 

lots. There is also much garbage dumped into the river 

course.  
 

We observed the damage due to the recent ice storm. Trees 

particularly afflicted were crack and weeping willows, 

cottonwood, Siberian elm, Manitoba maple. Wildlife 

observed included cardinals, mockingbirds, red-tailed 

hawks, juncos, a flock of mourning doves, a goldfinch, a 

robin, a downy woodpecker, and tracks of various rodents 

in the fresh snow. 

 

 

Red-breasted merganser. Drawing: D Andrew White 
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On February 1st, a very snowy 

afternoon, there was an excellent 

turnout at S Walter Stewart 

Library to view beautiful 

paintings and photographs 

contributed by talented TFN 

members.   
 

Framed works by artists  

Audrey Campbell, Gail Gregory, 

Heidi Holmes, Mary Anne 

Miller, Kathy Paidock and 

Marcia Zamble; and photographs 

by Nola McConnan will remain in the auditorium 

throughout February.  Other members, including Nancy 

Anderson, Anne Byzko, Clifford Jansen, Yoshi Nagata, 

Augusta Takeda and Susie Weiss displayed photos and 

artwork on the tables.  
 

Attendees were asked to vote for their favourite work, the 

winner to appear on the front cover of the April newsletter.  

All the pictures below received votes. To see the winner 

you will have to wait until April!  
 

We enjoyed ten electronic image presentations.  Lloyd 

Mayeda and Norah Jancik had both compiled picture shows 

with musical accompaniment; Lloyd’s depicting TFN 

outings, and Norah’s entitled 

“Birding Around Toronto.” 

Augusta Takeda contributed 

stunning bird photos taken at 

Point Pelee. Margaret McRae 

showed birds photographed 

locally and during her recent 

holiday in Florida. Martin Chen 

shared photos of a family holiday 

in Alberta.  Wendy Rothwell’s 

images were of flora and fauna in 

Toronto. Anne Byzko told a story 

of red-necked grebes she had observed over several months 

at Col Sam Smith Park.  Harvey Medland presented a 

fascinating array of fungi with interesting commentary.  

Barry Tocher presented photos of the recent ice storm. 

Lynn Miller showed us some of the “What is This?” photos 

that had appeared on TFN’s Facebook page, and challenged 

us to identify them.  See page 5 for a selection of these 

images. 

 

Wendy Rothwell 
 
 

Ed. We encourage all TFN artists and photographers to 
submit their images to provide illustrations for the 
newsle tter (see page 2 for instructions). 

2014 NATURE ARTS EVENT 

 

Owl in Winter, watercolour by 

Kathy Paidock 

 

Frozen Wind, photo by  
Nola McConnan 

Taylor Creek in Winter, 

acrylic by Gail Gregory 

 

Skimmers, acrylic by  
Mary Anne Miller 

Golden Blaze, oil by Heidi Holmes 

Bufflehead,  

water-colour  

and pencil by 

Audrey Campbell 

Ducks in High Park, 

acrylic by 

Marcia Zamble 
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ABOUT OAKS 
 

By Tom Atkinson.  Part of an article from the fall 2009 issue of The Blazing Star, newsletter of the North 

American Native Plant Society (www.nanps.org).   Reprinted with kind permission of the publisher. 

Oaks have an ancient and revered past, be it in the Old 

World or the New. They provide valuable shade: think of 

cows at rest chewing their cud under a stately old bur 

oak (Quercus macrocarpa). Aboriginal peoples on 

continents where oaks grew – Europe, Asia, North 

America,  (northern) Africa, Central America (to 

Panama), and (northern) South America – used the 

acorns (the seeds or fruit of the oak) 

for food. Animals, be they 

domesticated or wild, treasured the 

fall bounty and fattened up on acorns.  

The lumberman to this day fells oaks 

to be fashioned into barrels to ferment 

wines, and into furniture, flooring, 

plaques, judges’ gavels, and many 

more and varied objects. One thinks 

of the Druids – the priests of the 

Welsh Celts – and oaks in the same 

breath: mystic, ancient, wise, strong, 

almost supernatural. 
 

Native people would eat some types 

of acorn the way we would consume 

almonds or apples – straight off the 

tree. White oak (Quercus alba) and 

Swamp White Oak (Quercus bicolor) 

are examples of oaks whose acorns 

are edible without processing. The 

acorns of other oaks required some 

processing, as the taste – when eaten raw – was bitter. 

Natives would wash out the bitter tannins (which were 

responsible for the unpleasant flavour) by using a mortar 

and pestle (or equivalent) to rend the acorn into flour 

which would then be used in making bread-like food 

(e.g. bannock). 
 

The common perception is that oaks are very slow-

growing. Truth is, they may take a long time to get 

started but then they take off. Medium trees (up to 30 m 

or 100 ft) large trees (up to 40 m or 135 ft) and very 

large trees (over 40 m) will be slow off the mark. Think 

of a skyscraper: a rock-solid foundation must be 

established – below ground – before the rest of the 

structure can rise and be supported. 
 

One autumn I planted a Red Oak acorn (Quercus rubra). 

It took seven years for it to grow to the height of my 

knee, and I am short. Afterwards, it grew about a metre 

(40 inches) a year, and ideally will grow to 25 metres (85 

feet) high. Now, keep in mind that this tree was grown in 

full sunlight for the first decade or so of is life. If its life 

had started in a forest, where less light reaches the forest 

floor, then growth would have been much slower. Even 

oaks which are longer lived, such as the stately White 

Oak, once established, have sizable growth rates every 

year. If this is all new to you, then may you use this 

information to spread the good 

word about oaks. 
 

Why would you want to plant a 

Red Oak? This species is 

common in the City of Toronto 

and environs, especially in 

forested areas where Red Oaks 

veritably leap out at you once 

you learn to recognize them. 

Young bark is smooth, grey-

green, almost shiny. Mature 

bark is a medium grey and, with 

time, will be vertically ridged, 

though not dramatically so, 

with ridges being unbroken, 

unlike on Black Oaks, Quercus 

velutina.  Acorns are a dead 

giveaway: very large, with a 

cup sitting on top of the acorn, 

almost like a toupee.  The cup 

does not come down to cover 

the top third of the acorn as would the cup of a Bur Oak. 

And the cup’s scales are tight and compressed, unlike the 

very “fluffy” ones which are found on a Bur Oak’s acorn 

cup. Leaves are a shiny medium green on top, a tad paler 

underneath, and relatively hairless there (despite what 

some texts say).  
 

The leaves have lobes (the parts which protrude) and 

sinuses (the indentations between lobes). The latter are 

not prominent, unlike on a Pin Oak (Quercus palustris). 

The lobes have acute tips, referred to as bristle tips. 
 

All oaks have flowers – just don’t expect the saucer-

shaped, magnolia-like flowers attractive to so many 

humans. The male (or pollen) flowers of oaks are 

expanding catkins. Initially, the catkin is short, maybe 

five millimeters; when it expands, it grows in length and 

in diameter, with the purpose of making the pollen 

available for the wind to carry it to the next oak. Female 

(or seed) flowers are very small, almost invisible unless 

Red Oak drawn by Joanne Doucette 

http://www.nanps.org
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one knows what to look for. Pollination is wind-borne and 

not via insects or other creatures. Eventually, the male 

flowers die and fall off, to litter the ground for a short 

time; this is all wonderful compost, of course.  
 

The acorns of the Red Oak take two years to mature, and 

then they fall. Oaks are wise and have evolved alongside 

squirrels in a mutually beneficial way. Crops of acorns 

vary radically in number. If the crops were consistent, the 

squirrel population might grow and consume almost all the 

acorns every year. So every few years there will be a 

bumper crop. The squirrels feed, and then they carry and 

bury; many of the stored acorns will be forgotten, and they 

are the source of the next crop of oak seedlings.  The 

prevailing belief for many years was that squirrels would 

destroy the viability of an acorn when they chewed part of 

it and left the rest behind.  Recent studies have shown that 

this is a myth, and that many of these “worthless” acorns 

are able to produce a new oak seedling. 
 

Other oaks, with smaller acorns, are attractive to birds 

such as Blue Jays; thank these rascals, as well as squirrels, 

if you see a Chinquapin Oak (Quercus muehlenbergii) 

standing on a hilltip.  I highly recommend the Chinquapin. 

Where we live, the tree is subjected to drought, 

drenchings, heat, cold, humidity, and insects. Yet the 

leaves are almost undamaged, and despite whatever 

conditions nature subjects the species to, they’re dark 

green and lustrous from spring till autumn colour change 

and leaf drop. The tree is not common in the nursery trade, 

and one does wonder why. 
 

Red oak is the most common oak of eastern North 

America, from Minnesota to Nova Scotia and the 

Maritime provinces, and south almost to Florida in the 

east.  If you live in New Brunswick, you should plant a 

Red Oak from New Brunswick acorns, while if you live in 

Alabama, you need a Red Oak with provenance in that 

state.  Where to plant such a tree?  If you want a signature 

tree for your yard, and have the space, then this is an 

excellent choice. 
 

The colour reference in the common name of Red Oaks 

and White Oaks has nothing to do with the tree or leaf as 

seen while the tree is standing 

and alive.  Rather, it is the 

colour of the wood when the 

tree has been taken to the 

lumber mill and sawed into 

planks.  Despite what you 

may conclude, the wood of a 

Black Oak is not black; it is 

similar enough in colour and 

texture to be sold as Red Oak 

when in plank form.   
 

It may come as no surprise 

that I am fond of all oaks.  

The one which I most wanted 

for our garden, that “seven 

years till knee-high” one, was  

a Red Oak. It was, is, and 

always will be a joy.  After I 

become potash, perhaps the 

nutrients in this afterlife form 

I assume will help the next 

Red Oak begin its life. 

Red oak flowers and 

Immature acorns.   

From: 

www.canadiantreetours.org

/species-pages/

Northern_red_oak.html 

http://www.canadiantreetours.org/species-pages/Northern_red_oak.html
http://www.canadiantreetours.org/species-pages/Northern_red_oak.html
http://www.canadiantreetours.org/species-pages/Northern_red_oak.html
http://www.canadiantreetours.org/species-pages/Northern_red_oak.html
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I took this photo of a black-capped chickadee in High 

Park.  A new book called Birds and People by Cocker 

and Tipling quotes someone saying about chickadees 

"In them is found no wrong".  So true. 

Miriam Garfinkle 

 

 

 

Every so often things line up just right, and a perfect 

moment or twenty happens!  On January 2nd I was at Col 

Sam Smith Park – not a soul anywhere on a superb 

winter’s day. No wind, brisk cold, brilliant sunshine and 

blue sky. 
 

Two coyotes kept me company vanishing and 

reappearing in the underbrush, walking over the ice, 

pouncing on prey and generally trotting along enjoying 

the day, just as I was. To top it off, a young snowy owl 

was snoozing on a bird house nearby..........thankfully I 

have a zoom lens on my little point’n’shoot and could 

leave it to enjoy the warmth of the sun. Eventually it 

snapped awake, turned right around, and after standing up 

lifted off and in total silence flew above my head and 

over to land on the Whimbrel pole.  
 

The coyote – only one at this point – and I were ambling 

along in the same direction so I managed to get a photo of 

them paying no attention to each other on  this glorious 

afternoon [see front cover]. A moment in time…. What a 

fine start to the New Year! 

Lynn Pady 

 

 

 

Two things: 
  

First, in the interest of accuracy re my photos in the 

February issue – the saw-whet owl photo was taken at 

Tommy Thompson Park and the barred owl shot was 

taken at Ashbridges Bay. 
  

Secondly, a couple of members have asked what camera I 

use.  I have a Panasonic Lumix ZS25 which fits in the 

palm of my hand, has a 20x optical zoom and a Leica 

lens. I carry it in my pocket, set on ‘automatic’ so it is 

always at the ready. I only change the dial if I take a 

macro shot. My photos aren’t retouched, as I have no clue 

about techie things. For me, it’s all about simple and 

easy! 
 

Thanks again for publishing my photos – Mother Nature 

does give the finest gifts! Stay warm on this lovely day. 
 

Lynn Pady 

 
Ed. In answer to our question, Lynn said she doesn’t use 
a tripod.  

 

 

 

I just wanted to say that I love the February issue of the 

newsletter.  I love the cover photo of the owl! Maybe it is 

the cold weather that we have been having, but the photos 

of all the flowers in the saxifrage article made my day. 

 

Donata Frank 

 

 

 

Happy New Year ! I am attaching a few snowy owl 

photos if you’d like to use them in your upcoming 

Newsletters. I spotted 3 different ones in one day at 

Leslie Spit. 

Mike Quigg 

 
Ed. note: Mike, at Perkins Services,  prepares our 
newsletter for printing.  He is a keen nature photo-
grapher.  See also photo on back cover and News item 
on page 17.   

KEEPING IN TOUCH 



March 2014 Toronto Field Naturalist  TFN 602-13 

 

Sharing pix of icy beauty vs ice damage 

during December ice storm, when our 

complex lost electricity for 3+ days.  

Fortunately, my apartment door opens at 

ground level. I saved all the food in the 

fridge with tubs of snow scooped from 

front garden, into small tubs and placed 

on the bottom shelf of the fridge. I know 

most people saved food by putting it 

outside in the snowbank. I thought of 

the reverse, to bring the snow in, using 

the same principle as a Coleman camp-

ing-cooler in summer. It worked well 

for me. Tip for next time.... 

Susie Weiss 

 

I think John Bacher’s article “Toronto’s lame response 

to 2013 floods” [December 2013 newsletter] is 

excellent - full of real information and very thoughtful. 

 

So many trees have been planted in Toronto’s valleys, 

I wonder how Raymore Park could have been 

neglected. Perhaps the foundations of the houses that 

were destroyed are in the way, but surely there was 

space for street trees. 
 

On another note, I’m so glad Gavin Miller is still 

reporting on the weather. It’s one of the first articles I 

read when I get the newsletter. We do forget what 

happened last year, and these are really exciting 

weather times. 
 

Thanks to all who keep the newsletter relevant. 
 

Helen Juhola 

 

Carolina poplar branches litter the ground after the ice 
storm in an area on the Island where the trees were hard 
hit by Hurricane Sandy.  Photo: Jenny Bulll 

 

 

 

 

This photo of berries encased in ice was taken 

in the Annex neighbourhood the day after the 

ice storm on December 22. I was feeling in an 

adventurous mood and into tackling the 

elements that day.  

 Evelyn Rotenburg 
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Eradicate Invasive Plants 

by Teri Dunn Chace, Timber Press Inc., 2013 
 

 

This book lists 200 of North America’s most common invasive plant 

species, many of them considered useful or ornamental in Canada.  But 

we are warned that many plants we may like, such as rose of Sharon and 

buddleia, can become pests.  Each species is illustrated, and suggestions 

for alternatives are given.  Interesting lore is provided, as well as a way 

to control (eliminate) the species.  A less toxic method is also included!  

The message is “no plant is all bad.” Perhaps!?  

Helen Juhola 

 
Buddleia. Photo Margaret McRae 

FOR READING 

  

TFN PUBLICATIONS 
 

 TFN has published a variety of studies and checklists over the years: 
 

 Learn about mosses or the plants of Toronto Island special habitats 
 Refer to the complete list of plants found in Toronto parks and ravines  
 Use checklists to keep track of the birds, mammals, amphibians or butterflies you have seen 
 Consult the Bird Chart to find out when certain birds arrive and leave during the year.   
 Read up on your local ravine.  
 Find out about TFN's history and its out-of-town Nature Reserves  

  

Toronto Field Naturalists Club: Its History And Constitution, 1965 $2.00 

Checklist Of Plants In Four Toronto Parks:  Wilket Creek, High Park, Humber Valley, Lambton 

Woods, 1972 
$2.00 

Toronto The Green, 1976:  Metropolitan Toronto's Important Natural Areas Are Described And  

Recommendations Given For Their Conservation And Management; Includes Maps, Bibliography 

and Index 

$10.00 

Toronto Field Naturalists Ravine Surveys                                                                                       each 

  Survey No. 1 -- Chatsworth Ravine, 1973                Survey No. 5 -- Park Drive Ravine, 1976   

  Survey No. 2 -- Brookbanks Ravine, 1974               Survey No. 6 -- Burke Ravine, 1976 
  Survey No. 3 -- Chapman Creek Ravine, 1975        Survey No. 7 -- Taylor Creek-Woodbine 

  Survey No. 4 -- Wigmore Ravine, 1975                                                              Bridge Ravines, 1977 
                                                                                    Survey No. 8 -- West Don Valley, 1978 

 $2.00 

Toronto Region Bird Chart, 1983 $ 3.00 

A Graphic Guide To Ontario Mosses, 1985 $ 5.00 

Guide To Toronto Field Naturalists’ Nature Reserves, 2001 $ 5.00 

Toronto Islands: Plant Communities And Noteworthy Species, 1987 $ 5.00 

Todmorden Mills, 1987 $ 4.00 

Vascular Plants Of Metropolitan Toronto, 1994 $10.00 

Toronto Checklists (birds*, other vertebrates, invertebrates, mosses, vascular plants)                  each $0.50 

Humber Forks At Thistletown, 2000 $ 5.00 

Toronto’s Geology, including history, biota and High Park, 2012     $1.00 

  
Add $2.00 per item for postage and handling; no GST.  Order from TFN office, see address page 2. 
*  Toronto Region Bird Sightings checklist can be downloaded from TFN website 
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The small milkwort family (Polygalaceae), about 20 genera 

and 1000 species predominantly in the genus Polygala, 

occurs nearly worldwide. Molecular studies show a close 

affinity to the pea family (Leguminosae). Two polygala 

species are rare in Toronto. A related species demonstrates 

adaptation to a very 

different environment. 
 

Polygala senega (Seneca 

snakeroot) was reported 

in the Rouge valley in the 

TFN’s Vascular Plants of 

Metropolitan Toronto 

(2nd ed., 1994). I have not 

found it there. My image, 

taken in July, is from 

Manitoulin Island. Seneca 

(Senega) refers to the 

Seneca Nation, part of the 

Iroquois Five Nations 

Confederacy. This species 

produces seregin, a 

glucoside, used by Native 

Americans to treat snake-

bite (hence “snakeroot”). It is an upright plant about 15 to 

45cm tall with a dense raceme, up to 4cm long, of flowers 

about 3mm long. P. senega occurs from New Brunswick to 

British Columbia and throughout most of the eastern and 

central U.S. 
 

P. paucifolia (fringed polygala) is a 7 to 15cm tall plant 

with 1 to 2cm long flowers that are solitary or in loose 

clusters of up to four. A frilly fringing crest is on the 

lowermost of three petals (see The ROM Field Guide to 

Wildflowers of Ontario, 2004). In P. paucifolia these petals 

form a tubular corolla. The wing-like “petals” on both sides  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of the corolla are actually sepals. Three other very short 

sepals behind the petals are commonly nearly impossible to 

see.  Locally P. paucifolia blooms in May. The TFN’s 

Vascular Plants recorded it in Lambton Woods (Humber), 

High Park, and the Rouge valley. I have seen it only in the 

Rouge. It occurs in eastern Ontario north to the Lake 

Temagami eco-region and in western Ontario north of Lake 

Superior. It occurs from Newfoundland to Alberta and, in 

the U.S., from the Great Lakes to the Atlantic coast and 

south to Georgia. 
 

P. darwiniana, named after Charles Darwin, occurs in the 

Andean rain shadow in Patagonia. (Darwin was here en 

route to the Galapagos on the Beagle, the critical voyage 

for his theory of evolution.) Its semi-arid environment 

presents challenges of limited moisture and intermittent 

strong winds, met partly by becoming ground-hugging and 

having small thick-walled leaves (Note: the large stem at 

the bottom, right-of-centre, is not this species). The  

flowers are 4 to 6 mm across. Their pale purple lateral 

sepals (best seen on the lower left flower) are very similar 

to P. paucifolia’s lateral sepals. There are three additional 

tiny sepals, 1mm or less, generally only two visible, dark 

purple with white edges, behind the white petals. The white 

petals are puzzling, consisting of about 18 long filaments 

and additional minute Δ-shaped petals. The filaments are 

probably on the lowermost (keel) petal. As in other 

polygalas, these petals are virtually all fringe! The other 

two petals must be represented by the Δ-shaped area. Why 

such features? This species has one reliable source of 

water, dew that forms as night temperatures drop. The 

filaments may serve to collect and channel this dew. 
 

If you see either of our local species please advise the TFN 

where and when. Note that the species named after Darwin 

so convincingly shows the results of strong evolutionary 

pressures. 
 

Article and photos by Peter Money 
 

 

TORONTO’S POLYGALAS AND A PUZZLING RELATIVE 

 
Top left: Seneca snakeroot 
(Polygala senega) 

Above and left: Fringed poly-
gala (P. paucifolia)  

Right: P. darwiniana 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES  

Early history of TFN’s Nature Arts Group 

From TFN #327, November 1979 

As a result of our September “Sketching from Nature” 

outing, a new group is being formed within TFN. 

Participants expressed the need for budding nature artists 

to get together whenever possible to sketch or paint from 

nature, helping and encouraging one another. An 

unstructured plan is simply to publish a list of those 

interested and their telephone numbers. If at any time one 

member wishes to go out sketching, he or she simply calls 

a few numbers on this list until a few participants are 

found who are free to take part at a particular time. (Some 

are already making plans.) From time to time outings will 

be arranged. 
 

Founding members: Joan Sterling, Joyce Cave, Jane 

Withers, Stella Keys, Mary Cumming, Molly McEwen, 

Anne Van Egmond, Rowena Grant, Diana Banville. 

 

From TFN #333, September 1980 

We have decided to have at least four sketching outings a 

year – one each season, spring, summer, fall and winter. 

In each case, shelter will be close by which would lend 

itself to producing some work. On doubtful days leaders 

will bring along materials for studying various techniques 

suitable for nature art, or subject matter to work from. 

Beginners are especially welcome. The assistance of 

professionals and any of our advanced artists would be 

much appreciated. 

From TFN #357, September 1983 

TFN Nature Sketching Group Report: 
 

In Allan Gardens greenhouses on December 10, we had a 

variety of subjects from which to choose; we were drawn 

to the chrysanthemums, ornamental red peppers, 

poinsettias, and the fountain with its goose-girl and 

backdrop of foliage plants. Good results were obtained 

through working in ink, pencil and coloured pencil. There 

was some very successful work in watercolour too, and in 

“contour drawing” (in which one keeps the eye on the 

subject, not on the pencil). 
 

The Royal Ontario Museum was our meeting-place on 

January 8. The two glass cases of mammals, shells and 

butterflies were favourite subjects for drawings, courser 

pens being used for the weathered wood of a totem pole. 

The group gathered in the cafeteria, and after lunch 

discussed the sketches of the morning. Comparing 

techniques is always good. In the afternoon some of us 

sketched dinosaurs in their “landscapes.” 
 

On March 12, in the Royal Bank Plaza lobby, we 

sketched tropical plants (some tall trees) against a 

background of low stone walls. Even in the heart of the 

city, in the coldest months, there are living things to draw 

and paint. No need to hibernate. 

Mary Cumming 

 

 

“Artist at Work” 

 

Sketch of Mary Cumming at the ROM 

by Daphne Sanderson. January 1994 

 

Ed. Note: This group continues to lead Nature 
Arts outings on the first Saturday of each month.  
Since 2010 an annual art show has been  
organized under the leadership of Gail Gregory.  
See report of this year’s show on page 9. 
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IN THE NEWS  

Irruption of Snowy Owls  
Bird Studies Canada reports an irruption of snowy owls for 

the third winter in a row (bsc-eoc.org, 15 Jan 2014). Last 

winter, BSC reported a movement that was most 

pronounced in western Canada. This winter it is in eastern 

Canada, from Manitoba to Newfoundland where the biggest 

concentration of owls gathered on their way south in late 

fall. A few began to show by mid-November, but in the 

second week of December over 300 were found on the 

Avalon Peninsula. The owls continued south into the 

northeastern U.S. One even made it to Bermuda.  
 

Biologists speculate that most of these birds have come 

from northern Quebec, where lemming populations were 

exceptional last summer. While many of these owls are 

youngsters that will have a tough time finding enough food 

to survive the winter, banding studies have shown that good 

numbers manage to return to the Arctic to breed. 

 

BirdLife International Congress 
BSC and Nature Canada co-hosted BirdLife’s 2013 

Congress last summer.  BirdLife was celebrating 90 years 

since its parent organization was founded and 20 years 

since its partnership program began. BSC and Nature 

Canada are among BirdLife’s 121 partner organizations.   
 

The State of the World’s Birds (2013, 3rd edition) was 

released at the congress. While reporting that bird 

populations are declining around the world, there is also 

good news: conservation works. Visit the State of the 

World’s Birds website (birdlife.org/datazone/sowb) for “a 

comprehensive overview of current and emerging 

conservation issues. The website examines why birds and 

biodiversity are important, what we know about the 

changing state of the world’s birds, why birds are declining 

and what can be done to improve their status.  A key focus 

is to raise awareness of issues such as preventing 

extinctions, climate change, the marine environment, and 

the role of birds as indicators.”   

 

Ostrander Point Wind Farm Approval Revoked! 
Submitted to ON Nature Network News (ontarionature.org) 

by the Prince Edward County Field Naturalists (PECFN)  

PECFN are very pleased to announce that the Environ-

mental Review Tribunal has revoked the approval of the 

Ostrander Point wind project! Finally, a balance has been 

struck between the demands for green energy and 

conserving our environment. The Tribunal wisely realized 

that this was the wrong place for development of any kind 

and that the construction of the turbines and associated 

roads would irreversibly harm the endangered Blanding's 

turtles that call Ostrander Point home. Congratulations to 

everyone involved in this very important appeal! For more 

information about Ostrander Point, please visit 

www.saveostranderpoint.org. 

 

Caroline Schultz, Executive Director of ON, says: “We 

strongly support the production of energy from clean, 

renewable sources such as wind.  But there are good places 

to put turbines and bad places. As part of a globally-

significant Important Bird Area and home to a wealth of 

rare and endangered plants and animals, Ostrander Point is 

one of the worst places.” 

Blanding’s turtle drawn by Diana Banville 

 
Monarch butterfly migration at risk  
Extracted from a news release at World Wildlife Fund 
Canada (wwf.ca/newsroom), and from cbc.ca/news, both 
29 Jan 2014 
 

The number of monarch butterflies hibernating in Mexico 

reached an all-time low in 2013, with forest area inhabited 

by monarchs during December 2013 the lowest since 

surveys began in 1993. The decline in the monarch 

population now marks a statistical long-term trend and can 

no longer be seen as a combination of yearly or seasonal 

events, experts say. 
 

A number of factors have contributed to a sharp decline in 

monarch populations in recent years. These include loss of 

reproductive habitat caused by land-use changes and 

reduction of milkweed (primary food source for monarch 

larvae) from herbicide use; extreme climate conditions in 

Canada, the U.S. and Mexico; and deforestation and forest 

degradation in hibernation sites in Mexico, though Mexican 

authorities effectively enforced efforts to protect the 

Monarch Reserve, particularly from 2007 to 2012, resulting 

in the decrease of large-scale logging in the core zone of the 

reserve.   
 

WWF is calling on leaders of Canada, the U.S. and Mexico 

to agree on a plan at the North American Leaders’ Summit 

on February 19 for immediate action to conserve the 

monarch migration. Some gardeners and activists in the 

U.S. have started a movement to plant small patches of 

milkweed, but the effort is in its infancy.  

news:conservation
http://www.saveostranderpoint.org
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WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
March 2013 

On Thursday, January 23 at James Gardens I saw sundogs, a parhelic circle, with 120 

degree parhelia, and a spectacular circumzenithal arc. It was cold (-14°) but, although 

they are caused by reflections off various types of ice crystals in the air, cold at ground 

level is not necessary for these phenomena.  Look for them whenever there are cirrus 

clouds. The commonest is a halo around the sun (or the moon) 22 degrees away from 

it. According to the German Halo Research Group, this is visible about 100 days per 

year (but not necessarily all day). Almost as common are sundogs (also called mock 

suns or parhelia) which are bright, rainbow-colored patches 22 degrees away from the 

sun, on either side, at the same level above the horizon as the sun. 
 

The circumzenithal arc is visible only about 13 days/year.  The parhelic circle (visible 

4 days/year) goes all around the sky, as far above the horizon as the sun. 120 degree 

parhelia – 2 bright spots on the parhelic circle 120 degrees from each other and from 

the sun –  are visible 1 day/year. These frequencies vary by season and location. 

Unfortunately I took a photo only of the circumzenithal arc, but there are many great 

photos on the internet. For more about ice crystal halos (20 kinds) and how they are 

made, see atoptics.co.uk/halosim.htm. 

Bob Kortright  

What a contrast from the previous year! 
 

The difference was due to a high pressure ridge over Green-

land which blocked the jet stream and diverted colder air 

south. Last year, the high pressure was over the eastern Unit-

ed States which brought Gulf of Mexico air north and the ac-

companying freakish warmth. 
 

In fact, it wasn’t extremely cold, just slightly below the long 

term average. The mean of 1.4° downtown was just 0.4° be-

low normal (it was 0.1° at Pearson). This was still the coldest 

March in five years. The reason was more due to a lack of 

strong warm spells: it hit 13.7° at Pearson Airport on the 10th, 

but this was followed by a long mid-month stretch of near-to-

below freezing temperatures. Pearson’s coldest temperature 

for the month was -9.7° on the 14th.  

Combined with a persistent snow pack from February’s 

storms, this gave the impression of a lingering winter. Urban 

snow cover lasted in open areas until the 10th of the month, 

with traces and sheltered areas as well as places a short dis-

tance outside the city holding it a good deal longer. 
 

March was actually on the dry side, as weather systems were 

mostly suppressed to the south. Total precipitation was 22 

mm both downtown and at Pearson Airport, about a third of 

the normal. Snowfall was 5.9 cm downtown and 8.2 cm at 

Pearson. And although it didn’t rain or snow that much, it was 

cloudy. Sunshine hours at 146.2 were 19 hours below normal 

and the least since 2004. 

Gavin Miller 

ICE CRYSTAL HALOS 

Left top: Circum-

zenithal arc, Jan 

23.  Photo: Bob 

Kortright.  

 

Left: Parhelic cir-

cle and sun dog, 

Jan 22. Photo: 

Jenny Bull  

 

Right: Parhelic 

circle, Jan 22. 

Photo: Lynn Pady 

http://www.atoptics.co.uk/halo/parhelia.htm
http://www.atoptics.co.uk/halo/parcirc.htm
http://www.atoptics.co.uk/halo/120pars.htm
http://www.atoptics.co.uk/halo/120pars.htm
http://www.atoptics.co.uk/halo/cza.htm
http://atoptics.co.uk/halo/parhelia.htm
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COMING EVENTS 

If you plan to attend any of these events, we recommend that you contact 
the organizing group beforehand to confirm time and place. 

 

Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks – Toronto Ornithological Club 
Aimed at the intermediate birder, but beginners also welcome. Free to the public. Information: www.torontobirding.ca  

Sun Mar 2, 9 am to late afternoon. West Toronto Lakeshore to Burlington – waterfowl, geese, swans. Leader: Garth Riley.  

Meet at the parking lot at Humber Bay Park East (south of Lake Shore Blvd W at Park Lawn Rd) to car pool.  

 
High Park Walking Tours 
1st and 3rd Sundays of each month, 10:30 am to noon.  Meet at the benches across the road south of Grenadier Restaurant.  

Information: 416-392-6916 or walkingtours@highpark.org or www.highpark.org. 

 Mar 2 Discover the Park through Archival Photos. Terry Fahey 

 Mar 16 Heroes and Villains of the Park.  Julia Bennett. 

 
Science on Sundays 
Royal Canadian Institute, JJR MacLeod Auditorium, Medical Sciences Bldg, University of Toronto, 1 King’s College Circle,  

3 pm. Free. Information www.royalcanadianinstitute.org or 416-977-2983. 

Mar 9. When Art Meets Science: Broadening Horizons through Interdisciplinary Practice – a discussion.   

Panel members: Robin Kingsburgh, PhD, Faculty of Liberal Arts & Sciences, York University; Stephen Morris, PhD, Dept of 

Physics, University of Toronto; Lisa Carrie Goldberg, Multidisciplinary Artist and founder of Action Potential Lab. 

Moderator: Ian Clarke, BSc, PhD, Faculty of Liberal Arts & Sciences, OCAD University.  

 
Toronto Entomologists’ Association 
Sat Mar 22, 1 pm. Student Symposium.  Room 432, Ramsay Wright Zoological Bldg, University of Toronto.    

Information: http://www.ontarioinsects.org/symposium.htm 

 
Rouge Park Weekly Guided Nature Walks 
Explore Rouge Park’s trails with a Hike Ontario certified volunteer leader.  Information: visit www rougepark.com/hike, e-mail 

hike@rougepark.com or phone 905-713-3184, Monday thru Thursday. 

 

The Market Gallery 
To Apr 19. South St. Lawrence Market, 2nd floor, 95 Front St E. Free. To Preserve & Promote Black History: Celebrating 35 years 

of the Ontario Black History Society. Gallery closed Sun, Mon and holidays. Information: www.toronto.ca/culture/

the_market_gallery. 

 
Lost Rivers Walks 
Sat Mar 15, 2 pm. Irish Corktown: Creeks, springs and wells; safe water then (1847) and today. Leader: Ian Wheal. Meet at the 

entrance to St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Church, northeast corner of Queen St E and Power St. Information: www.lostrivers.ca. 

 

Harbourfront Centre 
Through June 2014.  Nine Rivers City.  A large-scale outdoor photographic exploration of Toronto’s nine rivers.  Information: 

harbourfrontcentre.com/visualarts. 

 

Ian Wheal Walks 
Sun Mar 30, 1 pm. Physiography of Bathurst St.  Meet at the northwest corner of Eglinton Ave W and Bathurst St.  

http://www.torontobirding.ca
mailto:walkingtours@highpark.org
http://www.highpark.org
http://www.royalcanadianinstitute.org
http://www.ontarioinsects.org/symposium.htm
mailto:hike@rougepark.com
http://www.toronto.ca/culture/the_market_gallery
http://www.toronto.ca/culture/the_market_gallery
http://www.lostrivers.ca
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Snowy owl at Leslie Street Spit photographed by Mike Quigg (see page 12)  




