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TFN MEETING 
 

 

 Sunday, October 4,  2015 
 

 2:30 pm 
 
 

 Ashbridge’s Bay: The Natural and Human History of a Wetland 
 

 Joanne Doucette, author, naturalist and TFN member 

 

  

VISITORS WELCOME! 
 

SOCIAL:  2:00 – 2:30 pm 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 2:30 - 2:45 pm 
 

Due to high cost, TFN has stopped providing beverages.    

You are welcome to bring your own and to take them into the lecture room.  

 

 

 Room 003, Northrop Frye Hall,  
 

73 Queen's Park Cres East 
 
 

Immediately southeast of Emmanuel College, south of the Museum subway station exit on the east side 
of Queen’s Park.  Enter on either the west or north side of the building. The west entrance is wheelchair 
accessible.  
 

For information: call 416-593-2656 up to noon on the Friday preceding the lecture.  

UPCOMING TFN 
LECTURES 

Nov 1 Participatory Research: Roads, Citizen 

Science and the War on Science 

Dave Ireland, Ontario Road Ecology 
Group; Managing Director, Centre of 
Discovery in Biodiversity, Royal Ontario 
Museum 

 

Dec 6 Biomimicry: Learning from Nature’s 

Designs 

Richard Aaron, nature educator 
 

TFN PUBLICATIONS continued:  

OTHER PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

Back issues of the Ontario Field Biologist ($3 each). This natural history journal was published by the TFN until 1984. 
Each issue contains a variety of articles on aspects of the natural history of Ontario. Sample articles are listed on the 
TFN website: www.ontariofieldnaturalists.org.  Click on Resources, TFN Resources, TFN publications for purchase. 

Ashbridge’s Bay, drawing by Melanie Milanich 

http://www.ontariofieldnaturalists.org
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 TFN events are conducted by unpaid volunteers. 

 The club assumes no responsibility for injuries sustained by anyone participating in our activities. 

 Children and visitors are welcome at all TFN events.  Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 If you plan to bring children in a stroller, be aware that there may be steps or other unsuitable terrain.   

 Please do not bring pets. 

 To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules (www.ttc.ca or 416-393-4636).   

 Outings go rain or shine: check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you will know what to wear. 

 Wear appropriate footwear for walking on trails which may be muddy, steep or uneven.  

TFN OUTINGS 

Sat 
Oct 3 
10:00 am 
  

GUILD INN – Mushrooms, Birds and Plants 
Leader: Bob Kortright 
Meet in front of the inn for a loop walk through the Guild woods and gardens, down to the lake, along the 

lakeshore and back to the starting point. The woods can be wet; it is a long slope to the lakeshore with a fairly 

steep section. The woods and gardens are flat (1-2 hours); the entire walk will last 3-4 hours, but you can easily 

drop out and find your way out at any time. Bring binoculars and lunch. 
  

Sun 
Oct 4 
2:30 pm 

TFN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND 
LECTURE: Ashbridge's Bay: The Natural and Human History of a Wetland 
Speaker:  Joanne Doucette 
Northrop Frye Hall, 73 Queen's Park Cres E. See details page 3. 
  

Tues 
Oct 6 
10:00 am 
  

ROUGE VALLEY, FINCH MEANDER  –  Nature Walk 
Leader: Stephen Kamnitzer 
Meet at the Rouge Valley Conservation Centre (Pearse House), east off Meadowvale Ave, north of Sheppard 

Ave E, just opposite the Zoo. TTC bus #85 from Don Mills subway station or from Rouge Hill GO station. We 

will follow an interesting route along the Rouge River and then the old route of the Canada Northern Rail line to 

the Meander. Bring lunch, binoculars and a rain jacket. A 4-5 hour circular walk, about 8 km. An easy pace 

along some overgrown paths. A few hilly sections. Washrooms at beginning and end of walk. 
  

Sat 
Oct 10 
10:00 am 
  

TORONTO’S LOST COAST: NORTH SHORE OF ASHBRIDGE’S BAY – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Joanne Doucette 
Meet at the southwest corner of Broadview Ave and Queen St E. We will walk south to Eastern Ave, east 

to Logan Ave, south to the Martin Goodman Trail on the south side of Lake Shore Blvd E, and east to 

Northern Dancer Blvd. Total length about 4.5 km. We will explore the plants, birds and animals along the 

Martin Goodman Trail as well as the history of Ashbridge’s Bay. The route is wide, paved and easy with 

gentle slopes and no stairs. Bring binoculars, lunch and a drink. 
  

Sun 
Oct 11 
1:30 pm 
  

EAST DON TRAIL – Nature Walk 
Leader: Ed Freeman 
Meet at Wynford Dr and Concorde Place at the start of the Don East Trail. We will end at Lawrence Ave E. 

Walk will emphasize some exercise, nature and history. No washrooms. 
  

Thurs 
Oct 15 
10:00 am 

HUMBER RIVER – 61st Anniversary of Hurricane Hazel 
Leader: Madeleine McDowell 
Meet at Old Mill subway station and visit some of the vestiges of that flood disaster along the Humber, ending 

at Lambton House, 4066 Old Dundas St for tea. TTC bus #55 stops there and returns to Jane subway station. 

Bring snack or lunch.  
  

Sat 
Oct 17 
10:00 am 
  

EAST DON PARKLANDS – Fall Nature and Salmon 
Leader: Phil Goodwin 
Meet at the west side of the Cummer Bridge entrance to the East Don Parkland, halfway between Bayview Ave 

and Leslie St.  TTC bus #42 from Finch subway station, or park on side streets. Morning only. No washrooms.  
  

http://www.ttc.caor416-393-4636
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Sat 
Oct 17 
10:30 am 
  

ALDERVILLE FIRST NATION – Oak Savanna 
Leader: Joanne Doucette. 
Leaving Toronto 10:30 am, arriving back around 6 pm. We will travel to Alderville First Nation for a guided 

tour of their Oak Savanna. This is a 1¾ hour drive from Toronto. Car pooling.  Space is limited, so reserve by 

October 7 by email to or leave a message at  First come first served. We 

may be joined by non-members from another First Nation. 

Sun 
Oct 18 
2:00 pm 
  

HIGHLAND CREEK SALMON RUN – Lost Rivers 
Leaders: Christine Tu, Bill Snodgrass, Helen Mills, John Wilson and the Highland Green Team, in association 

with Toronto Green Community and Park People.   

Walks leave every half-hour from 1 to 3:30 pm  

from the pavilion at the second parking lot inside Morningside Park, returning to the starting point.  TFN walk-

ers are expected for the 2:00 pm walk. Entrance to the park is on the west side of Morningside Ave between 

Lawrence Ave E and Ellesmere Ave. To speed check-in, please pre-register through 

www.trcastewardshipevents.ca 
  

Thurs 
Oct 22 
1:30 pm 

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Pleasance Crawford 
Meet at the Cemetery gate on the east side of Mount Pleasant Rd north of Moore Ave (#74 Mt Pleasant bus 

northbound from St Clair subway station) for a circular walk about 2 hours. Mostly flat; some gentle slopes, a 

few stairs. Paved, unpaved and occasionally uneven surface. 1-4 km.  Bring binoculars. One washroom near  

beginning of walk. 
  

Sat 
Oct 24 
10:00 am 
  

COLONEL DANFORTH PARK, LOWER HIGHLAND CREEK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Jonathan Harris 
Meet at the park entrance near the corner of Highland Creek Dr, Colonel Danforth Trail and Lawson Rd. A 1-2 

hour stroll down the Lower Highland Creek ravine to the waterfront, keeping an eye out for migrant birds, fall 

wildflowers and, hopefully, some salmon running up the creek. 
  

Wed 
Oct 28 
10:00 am 
  

COLONEL SAMUEL SMITH PARK – Birds 
Leader: Doug Paton 
Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore Blvd W and Kipling Ave for a circular walk. Morning only. 
  

Sat 
Oct 31 
10:00 am 
  

BURKE BROOK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Ken Sproule 
Meet at the southeast corner of Lawrence Ave E. and Yonge St for a 2.5 to 3 hour linear walk. We will go 

through Blythwood Ravine Park, Sherwood Park, Sunnybrook Ravine and Serena Gundy Park ending in the 

northern part of E T Seton Park at Eglinton Ave E and Leslie St (or the southern part at Thorncliffe if anyone is 

interested in going further). We will bypass the steep hill entering Sunnybrook Ravine by using the path above 

the ravine, but there may be a couple of moderately steep hills leading into Serena Gundy which can be by-

passed if anyone objects. Mixture of paved (or otherwise maintained) and dirt paths. Lunch optional. 
  

Snapping turtle drawn by 

Diana Banville from a display 

at the ROM in 1989 

http://www.trcastewardshipevents.ca
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

As I write this in early September, the warm days still feel 

like summer but sound more like autumn with migrating 

flocks of noisy blue jays calling back and forth. The 

Glendon Ravine of the West Don Valley, where I walk 

most often, is full of late summer flowers:  white snakeroot 

lines the trail and turtle-head, flat-top aster and Joe-Pye 

weed dot the cattail marsh. Climbing vines such as prickly 

cucumber and groundnut are in their full glory right now, 

with their scrambling shoots easily outstripping 

neighbouring dog-strangling vines. 
 

When we look at plants 

like these, we almost 

immediately ask “Is it 

edible?” Prickly 

cucumber is “not so 

much,” as its hedgehog-

like fruits look, feel and 

taste like mini-luffa 

sponges. Groundnut, on 

the other hand, produces 

edible beans and small 

edible tubers on its 

underground stems, much 

the way potato tubers are 

formed. Each spring new 

plants grow from over-

wintering tubers which 

are full of nutritious 

starches. Groundnut was 

prized as a food by native 

peoples throughout its 

distribution range in North America and is cultivated as a 

food crop in Japan. It clearly is edible, but how should we 

act on that knowledge? 
 

Protection of all aspects of nature is one of TFN’s primary 

goals, and the reason our policy and practice is to leave the 

edibles for wildlife and avoid impacting sensitive areas by 

staying on the trails.  With our high urban human 

population density, there are too many of us and a very 

finite amount of nature to allow harvesting of the natural 

foods. These foods are essential for reproduction and 

survival of both wild plants and the animals that feed on 

them. This issue was highlighted by a Toronto Star article 

(July 29, 2015) that advocated foraging for food in 

Toronto’s ravines. I immediately wrote a letter of protest to 

the editor (not published) and also wrote to City staff in 

Parks, Forestry & Recreation in support of their efforts to 

communicate the City’s no picking policy. (For the City’s 

website, search on “Leave what you find in natural areas” 

to find the Parks by-law, reasons not to forage, and 

alternatives.) 

At this time of year when we are processing membership 

renewals and new memberships, as well as closing the 

books on our last fiscal year and developing the budget for 

the next, I am very thankful for the dedicated office 

volunteers who make it possible for the rest of us to enjoy 

the benefits of TFN membership. We wouldn’t have a TFN 

without them! Sandy Cappell coordinates all incoming 

office communications, opening, answering and directing 

paper mail, email and phone messages to the appropriate 

people. Nancy Fredenburg maintains our paper database of 

all members, coming in almost every day over the summer 

to ensure that new and renewing members receive their 

newsletter promptly. Judy Marshall ensures that our 

electronic membership database is always up-to-date and 

backed up. Wendy 

Rothwell manages 

the day-to-day 

bookkeeping, 

ensuring that 

revenue is 

deposited and TFN 

financial state-

ments are current 

throughout the 

year. 
  

I am very grateful 

to all other 

members who have 

volunteered for the 

TFN recently, and 

particularly to 

members of the TFN Audit and Finance Committee: 

Chuck Crawford, Bob Kortright, Anne Powell (chair), 

Wendy Rothwell and Orval Wright.  Past-president Bob 

Kortright is completing his term on the committee and has 

provided invaluable advice on TFN finances over many 

years. The committee has been active this summer, along 

with the Finances Working Group of the Planning 

Committee, in identifying the budgetary implications of 

proposed new activities such as availability of the 

newsletter online (for those who prefer it), greater use of 

social media, and a more comprehensive volunteer 

coordination program.  
 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all new 

members of the TFN this year. I hope that you enjoy 

reading our attractive newsletter and informative website 

and that you will participate in a fall walk and/or attend 

one of our monthly lectures.  

Nancy Dengler 

Prickly cucumber (Echinocystis lobata), left, showing panicles of 

male flowers and young fruit developing from a solitary female 

flower.  Groundnut (Apios americana), right, showing dense 

racemes of pea-like flowers and pinnately compound leaves.  

Photographed in Glendon Ravine, Sept. 2015, by Ron Dengler. 
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MONTHLY MEETING REPORT 

Your Pane is their Pain – Preventing Birds from  
Crashing into Windows 

September 13, Michael Mesure, Executive Director,  
Fatal Light Awareness Program (FLAP) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Windows are everywhere: in our homes, offices, stores 

and cottages. Bird collisions with windows are a leading 

cause of bird death and decline across North America. 

Toronto, which is directly beneath two overlapping major 

migratory bird corridors and one of the busiest migratory 

passages on the planet, has over 1 million bird collisions 

each year.  
 

Since 1993, FLAP has been rescuing birds in Toronto, 

going out before daybreak to find them on sidewalks 

beneath tall buildings. Collisions were first thought to 

occur mainly at night because migrating birds tend to 

return to the light rather than continue their flight. Birds 

displaying shock are given homeopathic remedies and 

released in High Park, the Humber Valley or Rouge 

Valley.  Those with more serious injuries are taken to the 

Toronto Wildlife Centre for treatment.  
 

FLAP now also works on 

advocacy, education, and 

research. We now know 

that windows are also a 

significant daytime 

problem. Birds see what is 

reflected in or is on the 

other side of glass. If a 

window reflects 

surrounding bird habitat 

such as trees, shrubs, and 

ground greenery, birds 

think they are flying into 

that habitat. Even small 

windows can cause a 

collision, since birds can fly through very small spaces, as 

demonstrated by this photo. 
 

White-

throated 

sparrow, 

common 

yellow-throat 

and American 

woodcock are 

the most 

commonly 

found night 

collision 

victims. 

During the day it is 

golden-crowned 

kinglet, ruby-

throated 

hummingbird and 

Nashville warbler.  

Over the years, 

FLAP has 

recovered 169 

different species, 

including 21 at risk. 
 

Daytime collisions occur up to the top of the tree canopy. 

Among notable hazards are buildings with indoor 

greenery surrounded by glass, especially downtown 

where there is little green outside. Open top atrea are 

another threat: birds go into them, and then fly into the 

glass inside. Outside water features attract birds to the 

sound of water. Any glass pane in a green area, including 

in houses, act as a mirror and can be deadly for birds. 

Transparent railings and noise barriers are an increasingly 

common hazard. 
 

To prevent night collisions, FLAP recommends turning 

off lights, closing blinds and drapes, and directing light 

downwards. Various forms of visual markers on windows 

are an effective deterrent of daytime collisions. Plastic 

owls, black raptor decals, covering windows with 

greenery, angled windows and window overhangs do not 

work. A recently developed research-based commercially 

available film with closely spaced dots added to the 

outermost pane is effective. The dots have to be spaced 4 

inches or less vertically, or 2 inches or less horizontally. 

While birds notice them, people don’t. Screens on the 

outside of windows can work well. Homeowners may be 

happy to know that dirty windows are less reflective and 

therefore less hazardous than clean ones. 
 

In 2010 Toronto became the first city in the world to 

adopt a Green Standard that requires all mid- to high-rise 

buildings permitted since then to adopt bird friendly 

features. Many beautiful techniques can be employed in 

new building design, such as the new Ryerson building. 

Other cities are now following suit. Recent court cases 

have established that is it an offense under Ontario’s 

Endangered Species Act for a building to emit light that 

injures or kills birds. 

Lavinia Mohr 
 

 
 
 
Photos courtesy of FLAP.  Barn swallow, above left, white
-throated sparrow (left) and Nashville warbler, above. 
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FOR READING 

Toronto’s valleylands are a unique landscape legacy left by 

the activities of retreating glaciers thousands of years ago, 

but they are more than a just a physical presence – they 

give our city a soul of green heritage that Jason presents to 

us in a buffet of beautiful and evocative pictures. 

He describes 29 ravines and urban wilderness spaces with 

easy-to-read commentary. A map at the front shows the 

locations. Each place has an individual personality with a 

fascinating local history which Jason’s research has 

uncovered. Did you know that there is buried treasure in 

Gates Gully? Who were Charles Sauriol and William 

Darling?  What is the story of the Rainbow Bridge? These 

and many other fascinating facts are abundant in this book. 

What remains of the wilderness that used to be lives on in 

the valleys. The forests that cover the slopes and the 

streams and ponds in them sustain what is wild in the city. 

We crave these places for psychological respite.  Jason 

reveals that the ravines and urban forests face daunting 

challenges to their integrity including “a burden of litter 

and garbage”, invasive plants, polluted water, plant 

diseases, and our own irresponsible use. There is hope in 

the restoration and stewardship efforts which help to 

control these problems, but it is not enough.  He invites all 

citizens to explore these spaces and to become engaged in 

preserving and protecting them for the future because “our 

ravines and urban forests are our greatest civic treasure.” 

Jason has created an exciting vision for the future of our 

city that has grown from what he has experienced in our 

valleys. His vision provides the possibility of “a new urban 

experience” firmly based on “the health of our natural 

world in balance with the opportunities provided by 

progress and modern convenience.” This is exactly the 

blueprint we need to follow to make Toronto a truly great 

city.  

People of all ages, Torontonians and visitors alike will 

enjoy this book.  It will make a wonderful gift!  Five stars! 

Paula Davies 

 

See also www.thestar.com/news/gta/2015/06/20/torontos-

rivers-of-life.  Five areas described in Toronto’s Ravines 

and Urban Forests are highlighted in this article  

Toronto’s Ravines and Urban Forests 
by Jason Ramsay-Brown 

 
James Lorimer and Company Ltd. 

www.lorimer.ca/adults/Category/30/Natural-History.html 

416-362-4762 

Rouge Park, 1977 

Photo: Robin Powell, 

TFN slide collection 

http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2015/06/20/torontos-rivers-of-life
http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2015/06/20/torontos-rivers-of-life
http://www.lorimer.ca/adults/Category/30/Natural-History.html
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Bur-reeds are members of the bur-reed family 

(Sparganiaceae) according to The ROM Field Guide to 

Wildflowers of Ontario or of the cattail family 

(Typhaceae) according to Flowering Plant Families of the 

World.  Typhaceae as defined in Flowering Plant Families 

contains two genera (Typha and Sparganium) and about 

25 species.  Sparganium species occur in northern 

hemisphere temperate to arctic regions and in New 

Zealand and Australia; nine have been reported in Ontario. 

Two species of bur-reed were recorded by the TFN in 

Vascular Plants of Metropolitan Toronto, Sparganium 

eurycarpum  (giant or great bur-reed) and S. emersum (S. 

chlorocarpum in the TFN check-list, green-fruited bur-

reed). Both are rare here and recorded by the TFN only in 

the Rouge and at East Point. I have also seen S. 

eurycarpum in High Park and at Humber Bay East 

(perhaps introduced?). I have not found S. emersum.  

Sparganiums are emergent or aquatic species of shallow 

fresh water habitats. They are mainly wind pollinated.     

S. eurycarpum can have flowering stems up to 1.2 m tall. 

Flowers form globe-shaped clusters consisting of tiny 

yellowish-green flowers. Female flower clusters, 20 to 30 

mm across, occur below smaller male flower clusters. 

This is a summer-blooming species (June to August) with 

an apparently patchwork distribution in Ontario, from the 

Lake Temagami ecoregion to the U.S. border, in the 

James Bay ecoregion and in ecoregions immediately north 

and northwest of Lake Superior. It is found in every 

Canadian province and the N.W.T. and in all of the U.S. 

except Texas and some states east of Texas. 

If you choose to go looking for Toronto’s bur-reeds, hip-

waders would not be out of order, or a good pair of 

binoculars, or a camera with a very long lens. I would, 

however, understand if it is not on the top of your personal 

priority list to be immersed in this quest. 

Article and photos by Peter Money 

 

References: 
Dickinson, T A et al. The ROM Field Guide to Wildflowers 
of Ontario. McClelland & Stewart, 2004. 
Heywood, V H et al, eds. Flowering Plant Families of the 
World. Firefly Books, 2007 
TFN. Vascular Plans of Metropolian Toronto, 2nd Ed. 
TFN, 1994 

TORONTO WILDFLOWERS: BUR-REEDS 

Giant or great bur-reed, Sparganium eurycarpum. 

Spiky female clusters are beneath the smaller male flower 
clusters. 

 

Kawartha summer 

 Loonie laughter in the night 

  A memory now! 

 Haiku by Helen Juhola, August 2015 
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THE BRUCE PENINSULA – A NATURALISTS’ PARADISE 

In early June, a friend and I spent an 

enjoyable week on the Bruce 

Peninsula. It offers many delights for 

the eye, including stunning scenery, 

dainty ruby-throated hummingbirds,  

elegant great egrets and pretty tiger 

swallowtail butterflies, but my main 

focus on this holiday was wildflowers.   

The Bruce has a variety of habitats, 

each with its colourful array of 

flowers, and is renowned for its 

orchids. While we were there, yellow 

lady’s slippers were abundant.  We 

were pleased to see two less common 

orchids – striped coralroot 

(Corallorhiza striata) and ram’s head 

lady’s slipper (Cypripedium 

arietinum). 

In Bruce Peninsula National Park, we 

saw many starflowers (Trientalis 

borealis) and fringed polygala 

(Polygala paucifolia) commonly called 

gaywings.  Another woodland, Hope 

Bay Forest Provincial Nature Reserve, 

provided Virginia waterleaf 

(Hydrophyllum virginianum), Canada 

mayflower (Maianthemum canadense) 

and Canada violet (Viola canadensis). 

At Oliphant fen meadow, an alkaline 

environment over which water is 

constantly flowing, we saw numerous 

pitcher plants (Sarracenia purpurea).  

These carnivorous plants entrap and 

drown insects in their pitcher-shaped 

hollow leaves, which contain 

downward-pointing hairs to prevent 

the insects from escaping.  

St. Jean’s Point Conservation Area is 

an alvar – an open landscape that 

occurs on flat limestone or dolostone, 

with little or no soil, subject to periodic 

flooding and drought.  Here, as in other 

locations, we saw brilliant painted cup 

(Castilleja coccinea) commonly called 

Indian paintbrush. 

One of my favourite locations was 

Singing Sands, which combines all of 

the above habitat types and a beach. 

Flowers there included sand cherry 

(Prunus susquehanae), common blue-

eyed grass (Sisyrinchium montanum), 

and the endangered dwarf lake iris  

(Iris lacustris). 

Just strolling along country roads, one  

sees many species of wildflowers, 

including wild columbine (Aquilegia 

canadensis) and balsam ragwort 

(Senecio pauperculus). 

How fortunate we are to have this 

idyllic place so close to home! 

 Wendy Rothwell 
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
Notes to Financial Statements, June 30 2015  

PURPOSE OF THE ORGANIZATION 

The Toronto Field Naturalists (the organization) is a registered  

non-profit charity. The purpose of the organization is to stimulate 

public interest in natural history and to encourage the preservation of 

our natural heritage. For income tax purposes the organization 

qualifies as a not-for-profit organization which is exempt from 

income taxes under the Income Tax Act. 
 

2. SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The financial statements have been prepared by management in 

accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit 

organizations, the more significant of which are outlined below. 
 

a) Fund Accounting  
The organization follows the restricted fund method of accounting. 

Separate funds are maintained to account for and to report on the 

separate activities or objectives as determined by donors or by 

resolution of the Board. The organization currently operates a 

General Fund and a Nature Reserve and Projects Fund. The General 

Fund is for the unrestricted funds received and expended for the day

-to-day operating transactions of the organization. This fund is set to 

zero at the beginning of each fiscal year with any excess or 

deficiency of income over expenses being transferred to or from the 

Nature Reserve and Projects Fund. The Nature Reserve and Projects 

Fund reflects the income and expenses relating to the nature 

reserves, special events or purchases outside the normal day-to-day 

activities, and grants to other charitable organizations for purposes 

consistent with the organization’s objectives. This is a restricted 

fund. 
 

b) Capital Assets 

Capital assets are stated at cost and consist of nature reserve pro-

perties. No annual amortization has been taken on these properties. 
 

c) Revenue Recognition 

Donations and bequests are recorded when received. Donations are 

allocated to the Operating Fund and bequests are allocated to the 

Nature Reserve and Projects Fund.   
 

Membership fees are recorded for a specific fiscal year and are 

amortized over the number of months remaining in the fiscal year at 

the time the membership fees are received.  
 

Membership fees received in advance are included in deferred 

revenue. All other income is recorded when received. 
 

d) Use of Estimates 

The preparation of the financial statements in conformity with 

Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations 

requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect 

the amounts reported in the financial statements and accompanying 

notes. These estimates are based on management’s best knowledge 

of the current events and actions that the organization may under-

take in the future. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 
 

e)  Inventories 

Inventories are valued at the lower of cost and net realizable value. 
 

f) Rebates 

The organization applies for, and has received in the past, rebates for 

69% of GST/HST paid and 40% of that portion of the office rent 

that is considered property tax. The rebates are accrued for in the 

period in which they are incurred. 
 

g) Contributed Services 

The organization depends heavily on the use of volunteers to 

provide services. Contributed services are not recognized in the 

financial statements due to the difficulty in determining their fair 

value. 
 

3. FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS 

The organization’s financial instruments consist of cash, accounts 

receivable, investments and accounts payable and accrued liabilities. 

The organization has designated its cash as held for trading, which is 

measured at fair value. Accounts receivable is classified as loans and 

receivables and account payable and accrued liabilities are classified 

as other financial liabilities, both of which are measured at 

amortized cost. Unless otherwise noted, the organization is not 

exposed to significant credit or currency risk arising from these or 

other financial instruments.  
 

Fair Values 

The carrying values of cash, accounts receivable and accounts 

payable and accrued liabilities approximate their fair value due to 

the relatively short periods to maturity of the instruments. 
 

Credit Risk 

Credit risk arises from the potential that one party to a financial 

instrument will fail to discharge an obligation and cause the other 

party to incur a financial loss. The maximum credit exposure to the 

organization is represented by the fair value of the amounts 

receivable as presented in the statement of financial position. 
 

4. CAPITAL MANAGEMENT 

The organization’s capital consists of cash and unrestricted net 

assets. The organization’s capital structure is intended to meet or 

exceed internally set capital targets while addressing the need to 

meet a demand for cash or fund its obligations as they come due.  

It monitors its capital by preparing annual budgets and monitoring 

actual results at regularly held Board meetings and is not subject to 

any externally imposed capital requirements. 
 

5. COMMITMENTS 

The organization entered into a lease agreement for office space, at a 

cost of approximately $16,500 per year through February 2017. The 

lease will expire February 28, 2019. 
 

6. PHOTO LIBRARY 

The Photo Library consists of an estimated twelve thousand 35-mm 

colour slides, focusing on Toronto valleys, watercourses, shorelines, 

plants and animals and on the organization’s properties and 

activities. The collection began in the early 1970’s. 
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According to Swedish folklore, “black witches' 

butter” (Exidia glandulosa) only grows at night, because 

only then do the witches milk the cows.  Whatever milk 

spills over immediately turns to the black butter fungus.  It 

is also believed that if you are under a witch's spell, the 

best antidote is to throw the gelatinous mushroom into a 

pyre.  In Asia they are often consumed to improve blood 

circulation and stimulate the immune system.   

Masses of the moist butter resemble zigzag rows of thick 

lumpy jelly.  When they dry out, however, they shrink to 

form a bouquet of flattened black crust.  With the next 

rain, they return to their gelatinous state.   

The butter comes in several colours: white, brown and 

yellow.  Each is its own species.  The latter is usually 

described as “yellow witches' butter” (Tremella 

mesenterica). 

Harvey Medland 

  

2015-2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS SLATE 

PRESENTED BY THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 

President:    Nancy Dengler 

Past President:  Margaret McRae 

Vice-President:  Charles Bruce-Thompson 

Secretary-Treasurer: Charles Crawford 

Directors: 

due to retire 2016: Alexander Cappell, Stephen Kamnitzer, Vivienne Denton 

due to retire 2017: Joanne Doucette, Anne Powell, Jennifer Smith 

due to retire 2018:  Lynn Miller, Lavinia Mohr, Charles Crawford 

BLACK  WITCHES'  BUTTER 

Black witches' butter moist (left) and dry (right) 
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Over the years I have seen many small toads in my garden. 

They were always dark-coloured and rough-skinned like 

their parents. Earlier this year I found this little one. It was 

very light-coloured and smooth-skinned.  

Checking my field guides I could not identify it. I was able 

to contact Bob Johnson and he confirmed that it was indeed 

a toad.  This year I have seen about a dozen toads of various 

sizes in my garden. 

Karin Fawthrop 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

When TFN asked some volunteers to attend TRCA’s 

Stakeholder Committee meetings for the SWP, I accepted 

though I had no idea what it would involve. It has been most 

interesting to see how much time such a huge project takes to 

develop, and how many stages a big group such as TRCA has 

to go through to get anything done. We were informed of the 

objectives of the SWP and of our duties and responsibilities 

as stakeholders. In effect, we were the test group for giving 

input and bouncing ideas off. We had to promise to attend all 

meetings, take work home and keep up to date via e-mails. 

Meetings have included presentations, input and guidance 

from Dillon Consulting and 7 staff from each of TRCA and 

City of Toronto. Representatives from many community 

associations and other associations were invited, such as TFN 

and cyclists, as well as some politicians or their 

representatives. Among the many topics discussed were 

erosion, animal corridors, aquatic concerns, public access, 

bike trails, natural trails and park users. 

Work sheets developed for small groups were used, followed 

by intense and frank feedback from the stakeholders. I found 

the lingo required for the Environmental Assessment needed 

clarifying. Others suggested more specific details had to be 

included and be more clearly presented for the public. After 

rewriting, using all the feedback, Dillon and TRCA presented 

it to us once again. And tweaked again as needed.  

Once the presentation's content and images were in place 

they were shown at the well-attended public meetings, where 

citizens freely expressed their many very strong concerns, 

varying from why the area needs any work at all to asking for 

specific needs for their interest groups.  As a friend summed 

it up, there are opposing views on what to do; the 

protectionists want to leave everything as it is, and the 

conservationists want to make constructive changes.  The 

SWP work continues. 

Anne Leon 

Stakeholder Participation in Project Development 
 

Anne Leon has been representing TFN at Toronto and Region Conservation’s (TRCA) Stakeholder Committee for the 

Scarborough Waterfront Project (SWP), a study under the Environmental Assessment Act to create a system of 

greenspaces along the Lake Ontario shoreline between Bluffer's Park and East Point Park.  See: trca.on.ca/the-living-

city/green-infrastructure-projects/environmental-assessment-projects/scarborough-waterfront-project/ 

While walking in High Park in early September, I 

was intrigued to see chipmunks eagerly gorging on 

the fruits of cup plants. 

Wendy Rothwell 



October 2015 Toronto Field Naturalist  TFN 614-17 

 

Word Search - “Backyard Visitors” 
 

Circle the name of each bird on the list  
(May be running across, down, diagonal or 
backwards) 
 

sparrow blue jay 
robin chickadee 
finch mourning dove 
cardinal junco  
nuthatch starling 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From among the remaining letters, find the 
name of a tiny bird that likes to sip nectar 
from backyard feeders.  
 

(See Answers page 22) 

G N I L R A T S E A 

E S P A R R O W V B 

E C D R E F G H O C 

D U J M O M I N D A 

A G U B I B R D G R 

K I N J K F I L N D 

C M C N I O P N I I 

I Q O N R S T U N N 

H V C W X Y Z A R A 

C H B C D E F G U L 

N U T H A T C H O H 

I Y A J E U L B M J 

CHILDREN’S CORNER: OUR FEATHERED FRIENDS 

Do You Know? 
 
a) What sound a gray catbird 

makes?  (Come on, take a guess!)   

b) Why we don’t see robins eating 

at bird feeders? 

c) What a group of crows is called? 

 

(See Answers page 22) 
 
 

 
What’s the Difference …  
 

…between a diving duck 
and a dabbling duck? 
 
A diving duck goes completely 

underwater when diving for food. 

It often eats fish as well as insects.  

Examples are mergansers and 

buffleheads. 

 

 

 

A dabbling duck goes bottoms up!  

Its rear end sticks in the air while 

its head is in the water.  It eats 

plants, insects and worms near the 

surface.  Examples are mallards 

and wood ducks. 

Our world is enhanced by Birds on the Wing, 

They grace our blue skies as they chirp and they sing, 

Their early spring songs bring joy to the ear, 

A summer of songs many months we shall hear. 

 

The robins, the sparrows, a help to all kind, 

Eat pesky mosquitoes and bugs that they find. 

Geese on the lake or ducks on the shore, 

They want to be friends and ask nothing more. 

 

 

A companion for all, their songs fill the air, 

Enjoyment they bring – there’s so much to share. 

The hummingbirds’ quickness shows lightning speed 

As it pollinates flowers, seed after seed. 

 

Year after year there’s a ritual sight 

As geese form a V on their great northern flight. 

Let’s be their companions, protect what they need 

And our fine feathered friends will return our good deed. 
 

By Ken Parsons 

Our Friends, The Birds 

Red-breasted merganser 

American robin 

By Judy Marshall 

Photos by Norah Jancik Young wood duck 
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EXTRACTS FROM OUTINGS LEADERS’ REPORTS 

Port Union Waterfront Trail, Jun 17.  Leader: Charles 

Bruce-Thompson.  Notable sightings: tree, bank and barn 

swallows feeding nestlings, fledgling killdeer, numerous 

red-wing blackbirds, a Baltimore oriole on its nest, and a 

beaver dam at the outflow of Adam's Creek. 

Taylor Massey Creek, Jun 20.  Leader: Tessa Edward.  

We saw a ruby-throated hummingbird perched high up in a 

dead tree, until a red-tailed hawk appeared chased by red-

wings.  In a small pond we found a belted kingfisher, 

mallard family, great blue heron, and tree swallows. 

Glendon Ravine, Jun 27.  Leader: Nancy Dengler.  Not 

only did we not see our target species, the Baltimore 

checker-spot butterfly, but also no other butterflies, 

presumably due to the cool weather. We did see male and 

female ebony jewel-wing damselflies and several native 

wildflowers including: 

honewort, yellow and 

white avens, marsh 

bedstraw, small-flowered 

buttercup, Indian hemp 

and fringed loosestrife. 

The narrow-leaved 

cattails in wet areas along 

Burke Brook were in full 

bloom, releasing copious 

pollen at a slight touch. 

Three North York 

Valleys, Jun 30.  

Leader: Alexander 

Cappell.  On the Don, we 

found valerian and cup 

plant.  On the north bank 

of German Mills Creek, 

we found, all in flower, a 

grove of black elderberry with an understory of purple-

flowering raspberry and tall meadow-rue and two 

Michigan (probably) lilies.  May-apple, red baneberry and 

white baneberry were fruiting.  

Glen Stewart Ravine and Eastern Beaches, Jul 2.  

Leader: Bob Kortright.  Glen Stewart park is small but 

contains an amazing forest dominated by giant oaks and 

clear streams arising from springs in the ravine.  After 

many years of trampling, over half the ravine has been 

fenced off to allow regeneration of the understory, and 

much of the Japanese knotweed has been removed.  We 

did not find any rare plants, but a long row of candlesnuff 

(Xylaria hypoxylon) was spotted - delicate whitish fingers 

emerging from a rotten log, and a large nest close to the 

top of a tall oak, which turned out to be attended by a pair 

of Cooper's hawks.  In a re-naturalized area where the 

stream runs through a pipe underground several robins 

issued incessant alarm calls, attracting attention to 3 

recently fledged screech owls about 5 m up an aspen far 

too small to accommodate their nest. The same area hosted 

bush honeysuckle, blue flag, multiflora and smooth rose, 

and red-osier and red-panicled [or grey] dogwood all in 

bloom, and chimney swifts overhead.  At the beach a great 

egret, spotted sandpiper, common terns, gadwall, 

cormorants, gulls, a long-tailed duck, and several kinds of 

swallows rounded out our bird list. 

Nature Arts, Wildflower Photography in High Park, 

Jul 4.  Leader: Wendy Rothwell.  We discussed and 

practised various aspects of photography, including 

telephoto, exposure compensation, macro and 

composition. There was a good selection of wildflowers in 

bloom, including harebell, foxglove beardtongue, bird's-

foot trefoil, goat’s-beard, 

gaillardia, milkweed, 

butterfly weed, bindweed, 

fleabane, purple-flowering 

raspberry and water lily.  

We were also delighted to 

see, near the door of 

Grenadier Restaurant, a 

barn swallow nest where 4 

young were being fed by a 

parent bird. 

Nordheimer Ravine, Jul 

8.  Leader: Rachel 

Gottesman.  We discussed 

the operation of the 

reservoir and the history of 

the Nordheimers.  Flowers 

seen in bloom included 

Michigan lily, fringed 

loosestrife, red, white and sweet white clover, purple-

flowering raspberry, red-berry elderberry and northern 

bush honeysuckle.  Walkers availed themselves of the ripe 

black raspberries, serviceberries, and mulberries. Pears and 

apples were not yet ripe.  Birds seen included a catbird 

who serenaded us, a small flock of house finches, chimney 

swifts, and a red-tailed hawk sitting on the 

communications tower. Also heard were a song sparrow, 

cardinal, and red-winged blackbird.  In recent years there 

have been many plantings of shrubs and trees, and an 

effort to create a vibrant wetland, and stave off erosion of 

the ravine walls.  Susan Aaron, head steward of the ravine, 

provided some historical background for the development 

of the ravine. Norway maples on the hill block out the sun 

from ground cover and there is some serious erosion in one 

area. Off-leash dogs also pose a problem to plantings and 

wildlife.  

Michigan lily in High Park, 2010.  Photo: Margaret McRae 
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Cedarvale Ravine to Belt Line, Jul 11.  Leader: Kayoko 

Smith.  Not too many butterflies were found although we 

saw Acadian hairstreaks on Indian hemp, a few cabbage 

whites and sulphur yellows and a question mark or comma 

with a broken wing. We found monarch butterfly eggs and 

a caterpillar on common milkweed as well as milkweed 

beetles and snails. Willow gall was noted. Invasives such 

as dog strangling vine are under control at Cedarvale 

compared to previous years, but buckthorn, Manitoba 

maple and garlic mustard are still noticeable. Along the 

Belt Line trail we saw a massive patch of goutweed and 

much Japanese knotweed, garlic mustard and burdock.  

Vegetation is very poor and not well maintained here 

despite it being one of the most well used trails in Toronto.  

Invasive removal, planting native plants and more study 

should be done. 

Etobicoke Valley Park, Jul 12.  Leader: Ken Sproule.  

We walked through pond, forest and meadow 

environments noting many plants including field and 

hedge bindweeds, Jack-in-the-pulpit, Indian mallow, 

mugwort and leafy spurge.  We also saw midland painted 

turtles and heard green frogs.  Notable birds seen were 

great egret, common tern and kingfisher.  There were 

many red admirals and the occasional sulfur and cabbage 

white butterflies. We visited the former armaments 

manufacturing and weapon training grounds where small 

arms were manufactured and tested during WWII.  The 

sound baffles, concrete wall used as a firing backstop and 

water tower built to serve the needs of the industry are still 

present. 

Taylor Creek Park, 14 Jul.  Leader: Charles Chaffey.  

The pond was beautiful with a backdrop of lush vegetation 

including blue vervain and swamp milkweed in bloom.  A 

muskrat towing a leafy branch swam along the far bank 

and disappeared into an underwater tunnel.  Farther west, 

Michigan lilies with fading blooms and water plantains 

were growing near the path, while up the hill European 

gromwell and lopseed were flowering.  The potentially 

invasive Japanese butterbur, with its huge leaves, seemed 

confined to one small area on a tributary stream.  West of 

Dawes Rd, cursed buttercup was like a yellow carpet over 

a wet area.  In various disturbed places there were some 

eleven species from the mustard family, including tansy 

mustard (or flixweed) which ejected its seeds forcefully 

whenever its seed pods were disturbed.  On a shady path 

up the hill, flowering fringed loosestrife was abundant, and 

near the top false and star-flowered Solomon’s seal were 

growing side by side, allowing their leaves, fruit clusters 

and berries to be compared.  Overall, we were delighted 

with the abundance and variety of plant and animal life to 

be seen and heard in this urban park in midsummer. Off- 

leash dogs in this park continue to be numerous. 

Lost Rivers, The Wreck of the Alexandria: 100th 

Anniversary, Jul 19.  Leaders: John Wilson, Jane 

Fairburn.  Jane Fairburn, author of a popular local 

waterfront history, Along the Shore, led the walk to the 

Lake Iroquois shorecliff and the flats below. We cautiously 

approached the edge of the Scarborough Bluff.  As we 

looked down on the exposed boiler of the ship-wrecked 

steamer Alexandria, still visible just off-shore, Jane told us 

the story of the wreck on Aug. 3, 1915. Later, we 

discussed the distinctive geological and hydrological 

characteristics of the Bluffs. Jane explained that the strata 

of clay and till are remnants of a 70,000-year-old 

Laurentide river delta that was eroded by glacial Lake 

Iroquois, which drained about 12,500 years ago, and by 

subsequent wave action. Today groynes and revetments 

have been constructed at the base of the cliff by TRCA to 

preserve homes.  

L'Amoreaux North Park and Passmore Forest, Jul 26.  

Leader: Jason Ramsay-Brown.  We saw an osprey 

gliding in circles over the pond. We wandered along the 

east side of the park to the Alexandra Site where we 

discussed the archaeological discoveries made here.  We 

crossed West Highland Creek and saw the pollinator patch 

by the trail, full of common milkweed and purple cone-

flower. We then entered Passmore Forest and saw great 

examples of eastern white pine, sugar maple, red bane-

berry, red osier dogwood, choke cherry, purple-flowering 

raspberry, sensitive fern and lady fern.  Exiting the forest 

we completed a loop around the pond, stopping to look at 

the planting done during this year's Trees Across Toronto 

stewardship event, including gray dogwood, downy 

serviceberry, white cedar, bur oak, and common elder-

berry. Despite recent lack of rain, most seemed in good 

shape. There was lots of common teasel along the pond 

slopes being enjoyed by black swallowtails, and we also 

spotted a few red admirals and cabbage whites. 

Continued on next page 

Common tern. Photo: Norah Jancik 
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Jim Baillie Nature Reserve, Jul 29.  Leader: Miles 

Hearn.  We walked the length of all 3 trails and stopped 

for a break at Uxbridge Creek and lunch at the shelter 

which was built by TFN volunteers in the 1970s.  All 

TFN members owe a debt of gratitude to the many 

volunteers who have worked countless hours preparing 

this area for hiking!  Flora sightings in the hardwood 

swamp area included 29 species of trees, 15 of shrubs and 

vines, 5 mushrooms, 14 species of grasses, sedges and 

rushes, 13 ferns and 65 wildflowers.  Fauna included 

many ebony jewelwings, American toad, spring peeper, 

tree frog, white-tailed deer, porcupine, red squirrel and  

chipmunk.   

Bird count from many visits between the middle of May 

and the end of July was 43 species, including green heron, 

broad-winged hawk, ruffed grouse, sandhill crane, 

killdeer, belted kingfisher, pileated woodpecker, yellow-

bellied sapsucker, eastern kingbird, alder and least 

flycatchers, American crow, raven, white- and red-

breasted nuthatches, gray catbird, veery, cedar waxwing, 

red-eyed vireo, black and white warbler, Nashville 

warbler, black-throated green warbler, ovenbird, northern 

waterthrush, common yellowthroat, American redstart, 

rose-breasted grosbeak, indigo bunting, purple finch, 

swamp sparrow. 

 

Guide to the 

 

Toronto Fiield Naturalists’ 

 

Nature Reserves 

New revised TFN Nature Reserves guide 
 

The revised Guide to the Toronto Field Naturalists’ Nature Reserves will be 

available for $5.00 at the Sunday lectures starting September 13.  It gives a 

background on how and why the reserves came to be purchased. Maps show 

their position (all within 15 km of Uxbridge) as well as the individual reserves. 

Also mentioned are some of the issues connected to management of the 

reserves and a brief description of the area’s geography. 

The booklet covers all four of TFN’s nature reserves: Jim Baillie, Emily 

Hamilton, Charles Fell and Helen and Aarne Juhola.  Since all but the first-

mentioned are virtually inaccessible, the guide is primarily devoted to the 

eminently accessible Jim Baillie Nature Reserve (JBNR).  This is described in 

detail: its trails, the fauna and flora to be found there and what to look for 

throughout the year. The 21-pages of species lists include everything from 

slime molds to spiders and vividly illustrates the reserve’s diversity. 

Thanks to members Jenny Bull and Bob Kortright who generously gave their 

time, expertise and labour to the booklet’s revision and completion.  

Charles Bruce-Thompson 

……………………………………………………………………… 

See a list of other TFN publications on page 2 or check the TFN website: 

www.torontofieldnaturalists.org/ and click on TFN Resources. 

Sandhill crane drawn 

by Diana Banville 

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org/
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IN THE NEWS 

Bumblebees being Squeezed Out by Climate 

Change 

As the climate in their habitat warms, bumblebees are 

dying rather than migrating northward, a new study from 

the journal Science reports. This report is the first to note 

the role of climate change in worldwide bee decline. Other 

factors affecting bees are pesticide use, parasites, disease 

and loss of areas for habitat. 

Bumblebees help pollinate plants, wildflowers and fruit 

trees as well as important crops like blueberries and 

tomatoes, providing an invaluable service to agriculture 

and wildlife. 

The report 

found that 

bumblebees 

have lost as 

many as 300 

kilometers of 

their historical 

southern range 

in North 

America and 

Europe. They 

don’t appear to 

be able to colonize new areas fast enough compared to the 

rate of climate change so they are losing ground at their 

southern limits but not gaining ground in areas that used to 

be too cold for them. The research was not able to 

pinpoint why the bees are not moving north. Bumblebees 

are adapted to cold weather and have been called the 

“polar bears of the insect world.” 

The study also suggests that “assisted migration” by 

human intervention may be required to avoid the 

catastrophic collapse of many bumblebee species.  

If you want to help track bumblebee populations, you 

can record sightings at www.bumblebeewatch.org 

Sewer Replacement in Lawrence Park Threatens 

Trees 

If you drive through Lawrence Park you might wonder 

why there are yellow ribbons around the trees. It’s the 

Lawrence Park residents saying “no” to the city’s planned 

removal of 349 trees – some of them more than 50 years 

old.  The city is looking into a storm water management 

plan to reduce flooding on Lawrence and Bayview Aves.  

To replace the sewers, trees would have to be removed. 

Councillor Jaye Robinson is trying to get the city to follow 

a method used in nearby Hogg’s Hollow.  Crews hand-dug 

around trees, and streets were narrowed to reduce the 

number that needed to be removed. The councillor also 

wants the City to research different methods to protect tree 

roots.  The final report on the project is due in the fall. 

Dangerous Beetle Intercepted at Pearson Airport 

The Toronto Star reported recently that U.S border agents 

at Pearson found a large quantity of Khapra beetles in a 

bag of dried beans originating in Somalia and en route to 

the U.S.  Khapra beetles are invasive and dangerous to 

stored food products, such as cereals and chocolate. 

Infested foodstuffs also become susceptible to contamina-

tion by bacteria. The beetle is native to India and has a 

reputation of being extremely hard to eradicate. 

Fortunately, the beetles have not invaded Canada yet. The 

bag was incinerated. Score one for the border agents. 

Rabies Vaccine Bait Drops 

Ontario continued their successful rabies eradication 

program by distributing 100,000 baits containing rabies 

vaccine this summer. The vaccine is aimed at keeping our 

raccoons free of rabies, as they have been since September 

2005. The bait drops are along the New York/Ontario 

border, as rabid raccoons have been found in New York. 

The flavoured baits immunize most skunks, foxes and 

raccoons that eat them.  

 Lynn Miller 

WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR)  
October 2014 

October was a generally mild month with occasional light 

to moderate rains and brief chilly spells. The monthly 

temperature was about one degree above the long-term 

average (it was 11.5 downtown and 10.8 at Pearson 

Airport). Total precipitation was 72.8 mm downtown and 

55.6 mm at Pearson Airport; the average is 64 mm, so it 

was within 10 mm of the normal. 

Warm spells and cool spells alternated throughout the 

month, with the warmest readings occurring on the 3rd 

(23.1 at Pearson), 14th (22.3 downtown), and just over 20 

once again on the 28th. We even had summer-style 

thundershowers on the 16th. Cool spells just before 

Thanksgiving did not bring frost to the urban area this 

month, but Hallowe’en did bring raw conditions with 

chilly rain followed by snow (in the late evening hours 

after the trick-or-treaters had gone home). This snowfall 

during the last couple of hours of the month was enough to 

make it the snowiest October at Pearson Airport since 

1997 with 1.4 cm. This weather system brought snow 

wrapping around as far south as the Carolinas. 

Gavin Miller 

Tri-coloured bumblebee on Queen 
Anne’s lace.  Photo: Ken Sproule   

http://www.bumblebeewatch.org
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Hidden bird: Hummingbird 

Behind the community centre at 901 Lawrence Avenue 

West, there is a one hectare park with grass, trees, 

fountains, statues, park benches, picnic tables, garbage 

receptacles and grey squirrels (which, as far as I can tell, 

are all black). 

The most common type of garbage receptacle has a 

cylindrical concrete body, about 60 cm in diameter, and a 

dome-shaped plastic top (“Rubbermaid 2647”) with a 

spring-loaded flap. The spring is not strong, and I think a 

grey squirrel would have no trouble pushing the flap open 

and getting in. But opening the flap from the inside would 

be trickier, and 11 of the 15 receptacles of this type that 

still have their flap (for some reason, the flap is missing on 

the other three)  have had a more or less roundish hole, 

about 7 cm in diameter, gnawed in one of the lower 

corners of the flap and adjacent area of the dome. (The 

holes in a commercial squirrel house that I have are 7.6 

cm.) 

All of the tops with holes that I have examined also have 

tooth marks on the inside in various other places, which 

suggests that the trapped squirrel experimented a bit 

before deciding on the best place for the hole. This 

supports my view that the holes were gnawed from the 

inside out, rather than from the outside in. 

And now we come to the interesting part: in 10 of the 11 

tops with holes, the hole is on the right side of the flap, 

looking at it from the outside. I have examined the inside 

of the top (and the inside of the body of the receptacle) to 

see if there is something about the receptacle itself that 

would explain this (such as a better foothold, from the 

trapped squirrel’s point of view, on the left side), but I 

couldn’t see anything. 

Now, a human in a comparable situation, who was 

equipped with, say, a utility knife, would be more likely to 

cut a hole on one side of the flap than the other, just 

because he/she would probably be holding the knife in his/

her right hand.  So is there something analogous to 

handedness in grey squirrels that would make them more 

likely to gnaw the hole on one side? 

Don Roebuck 

“HANDEDNESS” IN GREY SQUIRRELS? 

This drawing of a grey squirrel from the TFN drawings 

archive was made in 1990 by A. McCombie.  It is titled 

“Where there’s a will, there’s a way”! 

G N I L R A T S E   

E S P A R R O W V   

E     R         O C 

D   J   O       D A 

A   U     B     G R 

K   N     F I   N D 

C   C   I     N I I 

I   O N         N N 

H   C           R A 

C H             U L 

N U T H A T C H O   

  Y A J E U L B M   

 Do you know? 

a) Me-ow 

b) Because they eat 
earthworms, insects 
and berries, not seeds 

c) A murder of crows 

 

Ed:  We are very pleased to be 

starting a “Childrens’ Corner” created 

by Judy Marshall.  Watch for more 

fun in future issues. 

 

We are also pleased to welcome 

Jennifer Smith onto the Editorial  

Committee. 
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COMING EVENTS 
 

If you plan to attend any of these events, we recommend that you contact 
the organizing group beforehand to confirm time and place. 

Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks – Toronto Ornithological Club 

Aimed at the intermediate birder, but beginners also welcome. Free to the public. Information: www.torontobirding.ca  

 Sat Oct 17, 8 am to afternoon. Durham Waterfront, Pickering-Oshawa Second Marsh – fall migrants, shorebirds and 

waterfowl. Leader: Geoff Carpentier.  Meet at Pickering GO Station.  From 401, exit at White's Rd , drive south to Bayly St (first 

lights), then east to the GO station just past Liverpool Rd.  Meet in the southeast part of the overflow lot which is just east of the 

main parking lot to the left (north) on Sandy Beach Rd. 
  

High Park Walking Tours  

1st and 3rd Sundays of each month from 10:30 to noon.   Meet at the benches in front of the Grenadier Restaurant.  

Information: 416-392-6916 or walkingtours@highpark.org or www.highpark.org.    

 Oct 4.   Architecture in the Park. Leader: Mark Ellwood   

Oct 18.  Autumn Splendour Photo Buff Walk. Leader: David Allen.  Bring camera. 

  

Rouge Park Weekly Guided Nature Walks   

Explore Rouge Park’s trails with a Hike Ontario certified volunteer leader.  

Information: visit www rougepark.com/hike, e-mail hike@rougepark.com or phone 905-713-3184, Monday thru Thursday.  

 

Science on Sundays – Royal Canadian Institute for the Advancement of Science (RCI) - Lectures 

Sundays at 2 pm (doors open at 1:15), Macleod Auditorium, Medical Sciences Bldg, University of Toronto, 1 King’s College 

Circle.  Information: www royalcanadianinstitute.org 

 Oct 18. Evolution of Plant Sexual Diversity: Natural History to Genomics.  Speaker: Spencer C.H. Barrett, PhD.   

Ecology & Evolutionary Biology, University of Toronto 

 Oct 25. The Earth Is Flat And Vaccines Cause Autism: Think About It.   Speaker: Allison McGeer, MD, University of Toronto,  

Mount Sinai Hospital 

 

Toronto Reference Library 

 Sept 26 - Nov 29. Exhibit featuring 30 spectacular plates from John J. Audubon’s Birds of America. TD Gallery 

 Oct 13, 6 pm. Audubon’s Aviary: Then and Now. Lecture by John Robert Carley and Mark Peck about Audubon, the history of 

Toronto birding and how it coincides with Toronto’s birding opportunities. Beeton Auditorium.  

 

The Market Gallery 

Oct. 31 to Jan 30, 2016. “Framing Toronto” City of Toronto art acquisitions 2010 to 2015: a display of art and artefacts featuring 50 

new works in the City's collections. South St. Lawrence Market, 2nd floor, 95 Front St E. Free. Gallery closed Sun, Mon and 

holidays. Information: Toronto.ca/marketgallery. 

 

Lost Rivers Walks 

Information: www.lostrivers.ca. Walking tours limited to 20 participants. Pre-registration is not required but, to ensure a spot on the 

tour, please email in advance to info@labspacestudio.com. 

 Sat Oct 3, 11 am. Marita Payne Park to Concord – Wetlands, birds and insects. Leader: Ian Wheal.  Meet on the northwest corner of 

Dufferin St and Steeles Ave. 

 Sat Oct 24, 2 pm. Lost streams and wetlands of the North Annex. Leader: Ian Wheal. Meet at the Bedford Rd entrance to St George 

subway station.  

A caterpillar  

 chews its way across a leaf 

  Dreams of sunlit flight 

      Haiku by Elisabeth Gladstonea 

 

http://www.torontobirding.ca
mailto:walkingtours@highpark.org
http://www.highpark.org
mailto:hike@rougepark.com
http://www.lostrivers.ca
mailto:info@labspacestudio.com
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Great blue heron at Toronto Brickworks, October, 2013. Photo by Miriam Garfinkle 




