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Buff-breasted sandpiper,  

September 18, 2016 

Photographer Lynn Pady said: It was fantastic to see the 

buff-breasted sandpiper up close – they are pretty rare at 

Tommy Thompson Park but on occasion they drop in.   

It was still there by the 21st but all the other birds that had 

been in the area were gone: 20+ black-bellied plovers, two 

American golden plovers, three sanderlings, semipalmated 

sandpipers and semipalmated plovers. There was only one 

least sandpiper left with the buff-breasted on the evening of 

September 25th.  

 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR 

 TFN MEMBERSHIP DATABASE 
 

If you can program in MS-Access and would 

like to help modify our database, please       

e-mail the TFN office.   

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
https://twitter.com/torontonature
https://www.facebook.com/TorontoFieldNaturalists
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TFN MEETING 
 

Sunday, November 6, 2:30 pm 
 

 Toronto’s Urban Bird Programs 
 

Emily Rondel, Bird Studies Canada,  

will describe their programs and how citizens  

can participate in bird counts and surveys 

 

 
VISITORS WELCOME! 

 
SOCIAL:  2:00 – 2:30 pm 

 

Emmanuel College, Room 001, 75 Queen's Park Cres  
 

Just south of Museum subway station exit, east side of Queen’s Park. Enter at south end of building, down a 
few steps on outside stairwell. Wheelchair entrance: second door south on Queen’s Park. Elevator inside to 
the right. Room 001 is one floor below street level. 

 

For information: call 416-593-2656 up to noon on the Friday preceding the lecture.  

                           UPCOMING TFN LECTURES 

Dec 4 Wolf and Coyote Behaviour, Dennis Murray, Trent University 

Feb 5 Seeing the forest for the deer: Do reductions in deer disturbance lead to forest  

recovery? Dawn Bazeley, Professor, Dept. of Biology, York University 

Mar 5 Empowering Youth as Conservation Leaders 

Sarah Hedges, Conservation & Education Coordinator, Ontario Nature 

Apr 2 Green Roof Wildlife in Toronto: Opportunities and Limitations 

Scott MacIvor, Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Toronto, Scarborough 

May 7 Grow wild: Gardening with Native Plants 

Lorraine Johnson, author and expert on native plant gardens 

 

BOOK SALE AND SILENT AUCTION 

At our Monthly Meeting on December 4th, there will be a sale of used nature 

books and a silent auction for a numbered Robert Bateman print titled “Picnic 

Table.”   

Please bring donated books to the November lecture or to the TFN office on a 

Friday morning. 

American tree sparrow.  Drawing Diana Banville 
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 TFN events are conducted by unpaid volunteers. 

 TFN assumes no responsibility for injuries sustained by anyone participating in our activities. 

 Children and visitors are welcome at all TFN events.  Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 If you plan to bring children in a stroller, be aware that there may be steps or other unsuitable terrain.   

 Please do not bring pets. 

 To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules (www.ttc.ca or 416-393-4636).   

 Outings go rain or shine: check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you will know what to wear. 

 Wear appropriate footwear for walking on trails which may be muddy, steep or uneven.  

 Please thoroughly clean your footwear before each outing to avoid spreading invasive seeds. 

We recommend you check with the TTC for any schedule disruptions which may occur 
most weekends this fall. Allow extra time if necessary. 

TFN OUTINGS 

Wed 
Nov 2 
10:30 am 

HASTINGS CREEK: The Pocket and Devil's Hollow – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Joanne Doucette. Meet outside Donlands subway station for a 2-hour walk on mostly paved surfaces with some 
steep slopes. We will follow Hastings Creek south to Gerrard St E, ending at a café near bus and streetcar stops. Lots of 
interesting architecture, stories, plants and weather to talk about. Bring binoculars if you want to look at birds. 
  

Sat 
Nov 5 
10:00 am 
  

EAST DON – Seed Pods and Insect Tracks, Mosses and Fungi 
Leader: Anne Purvis. Meet at Cullen Bryant Park at the north end of Coxwell Ave north of O'Connor Dr. We will hike 
down the stairs to Taylor Creek and go left along the hydro cut to the first bridge, then cross the creek and go west under 
the DVP to the paved pathway up the east side of the East Don. We will follow this path until it ends and then return. We 
will see varied terrain, a wild honeybee hive, wildflowers gone to seed, mosses and fungi. Bring binoculars and a  
magnifying glass. Morning only. 
  

Sun 
Nov 6 
2:30 pm 
  

LECTURE: Toronto’s Urban Bird Programs 
Speaker: Emily Rondel, Bird Studies Canada. 
Meet at Emmanuel College, Room 001, 75 Queen’s Park Cres. See details page 3 
 

Thurs 
Nov 10 
10:00 pm 
 

COLONEL SAMUEL SMITH PARK – Birds 
Leader: Doug Paton. Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore Blvd W and Kipling Ave for a circular walk. Bring 
binoculars. Morning only. 
  

Sat 
Nov 12 
10:00 am 
  

ROSETTA McCLAIN GARDENS AND LAKESHORE – Birds, Insects and Plants 
Leader: Bob Kortright. Meet at the Park entrance on Glen Everest Rd just east of Kingston Rd for a 2-3 hour circular 
walk on mostly unpaved and uneven surfaces, flat with some steep slopes. We will walk down to the lakeshore just east of 
Rosetta McClain, east to near Bluffer's Park, and back up to Rosetta McClain Gardens. If there is a northwest wind, hawk 
migration should be present. Bring binoculars. 
  

Wed 
Nov 16 
10:00 am 
  

ASHBRIDGES BAY – Birds 
Leader:  Anne Powell. Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore Blvd E and Coxwell Blvd for a circular walk on flat 
terrain. Bring binoculars. Morning only. 
  

Sat 
Nov 19 
10:00 am 
  

LESLIE STREET SPIT – Waterfowl 
Leader: Stephen Kamnitzer. Meet at entrance to the Spit at the foot of Leslie St (#83 Jones bus to Commissioner/Leslie 
or longer walk from Queen/Leslie).  A 5-hour circular walk on mostly unpaved surfaces, mainly flat with gentle slopes. 
We will look at waterfowl while exploring the Spit, including the somewhat remote southeast corner. Bring lunch, water, 
binoculars and bird book, and dress warmly. Washrooms at beginning of walk. Early dropout possible at any time. 
 

Sun 
Nov 20 
2:00 pm 
  
  

AUTUMN ON THE LOWER DON – Lost  Rivers 
Leaders: John Wilson and Friends. Meet at the entrance to Riverdale Farm (Winchester St east of Sumach St)  for a 
linear walk on mostly paved surfaces, flat with some steep slopes, ending at Daniels Spectrum (Dundas St E and Sumach 
St) reviewing the evolution along the way. The Bring Back the Don movement wrought significant transformation to the 
landscape and ecology of the Don, Toronto's central urban river. Intensification of the urban core promises more, in  
conjunction with global climate change. What is the state on the ground in Autumn 2016?  Binoculars may be desirable. 
Long stairway down to and back up from the Lower Don Trail. A joint outing with Toronto Green Community. 
  

http://www.ttc.ca
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Thurs 
Nov 24 
10:00 am 

HUMBER BAY PARK EAST – Birds 
Leader: Anne Powell. Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore Blvd W and Park Lawn Rd for a circular walk on  
fairly flat, mostly paved surfaces. Morning only. No washrooms. Bring binoculars. 
  

Sat 
Nov 26 
10:00 am 
  

GLENDON AND BURKE BROOK RAVINE – Nature Walk 
Leader: Nancy Dengler.  Meet at the southeast corner of Lawrence Ave E and Bayview Ave. A circular walk on TRCA 
trails with stairs down into the ravine and a steep climb out. Bring binoculars. Morning only. 
  

Tues 
Nov 29 
10:00 am 
  

EAST DON PARKLANDS – Nature Walk 
Leader: Barbara Jackson. Meet outside the Second Cup coffee shop in Bestview Plaza, south side of Steeles Ave E  
between Bayview Ave and Leslie St, for a linear walk on mostly paved surfaces with some steep slopes. We will walk 
south a short distance from Steeles to pick up the trail into Bestview Park; then continue south to the main East Don   
Parkland trail to Sheppard Ave E. We may take some side excursions along the way looking for birds and other wildlife. 
Bring binoculars and water. Washrooms at beginning of walk. If weather is inclement we can opt for a shorter route on the 
trail north of Finch. 

  

Beware!  
 
Our native cow parsnip (Heracleum maximum, or in some 
books H. lanatum), which looks somewhat similar to the alien 
giant hogweed, also causes photo toxicity if you get the sap on 
your skin.  This can affect dogs as well as people.  
  
The plant has purplish woolly stems 4-10 feet high, and a very 
broad 4-8-inch cluster of white flowers.  Do not touch it.  
 
If you get any sap on you, do not expose the area to sunshine. 
Wash it immediately with cool soapy water and, if you 
experience any burns, see a doctor.     
  

 
TAGGING MONARCHS 

 

We have had a very successful year tagging monarch butterflies at Rosetta McClain 
Gardens. Tagging started Aug 15, 2016.  As of Sept 28, 3662 monarchs were seen, 
838 tagged (male 600 or 72%; female 236 or 32%; two unrecorded). Our field data 
confirms the known scientific fact that there is a shortage of female monarchs in 
eastern North America.  
 

Migration started very early this year (August 15) with a very steady flow of 
monarchs heading south to Mexico – our best day with 106 monarchs tagged and over 
1000 seen!  As of September 28, tagging has slowed down to 5-10 on sunny days.   
 

In 2015 we had a 2% return in Mexico - 8 returned tags on 320 tagged. Hopefully we 
get more returns this coming spring 2017! More analysis to come once we finish 
completely and enter all our data (weight, condition, temperature, forewing size etc.). 
 

Thanks to Betty McCutcheon, Bruce Grubbe, Margaret McRae and other TFN 
members who dropped by to help. Good tagging! 

Terry Whittam 
 
Note: WBA550 was tagged on August 25th at Rosetta McClain Gardens and then seen 12.5 km away the next day at 
Centre Island. For the complete story, visit www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/fall2016/03/monarch-butterfly-
migration090116.html  

Photo: Wendy Rothwell 

http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/fall2016/03/monarch-butterfly-migration090116.html
http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/fall2016/03/monarch-butterfly-migration090116.html
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The October Annual General Meeting marked the end of 
Nancy Dengler’s term as TFN president. On behalf of the 
Board members – present, outgoing and incoming – and all 
TFN members, I would like to express my profound thanks 
for her many and varied contributions, innovations and 
initiatives. Under Nancy’s leadership, the last two years 
have been transformative. The Newsletter has gone on-
line, we’re on Facebook and Twitter, we have a long-term 
planning strategy, finances have been reviewed and 
improved, membership fees have been revised, and she got 
to bend the Premier’s ear! All this and more than I have 
space for. Thanks too for her husband Ron’s able and 
selfless support and terrific photos. Nancy has set a course 
that I hope to follow and build upon. The role of the vice-
president is, in essence, to learn the ropes from the 
president. Fortunately, Nancy has been a patient and 
conscientious mentor and, as past-president, she is still on 
the board so I can access her advice and moral support. 
 

Margaret McRae, Sandy 
Cappell, Stephen Kamnister 
and Jennifer Smith are all 
retiring from the board. 
Again, not enough space to 
do credit to all their 
contributions over the years, 
and I’m happy to say that 
they will all continue as 
volunteers. Margaret will 
continue as outings 
coordinator, a demanding 
task that she handles 
brilliantly. Sandy, a board 
member since 1983 (yes, 
1983!), will continue to look 
after communications with 
his usual quiet efficiency.  
Stephen continues in his role 
with outreach and Jennifer will bring her keen eye for 
detail to the newsletter committee as well as serving on the 
membership working group and the planning committee. 
 

We welcome new board members Jason Ramsay-Brown, 
Jane Cluver, Elizabeth Block and returning board member 
Alex Wellington, as well as former president Bob 
Kortright, who will be serving this time as secretary-
treasurer.  Nancy has bequeathed me a capable and 
committed board to work with; over the next two years I 
look forward to building on the work she has done. 
 

When I joined TFN in 2009 I knew as little about the 
natural world as anyone possibly could.  Since then TFN 
outings have served as a kind of (mature student) degree 
course in nature and the environment, although no degree 
course was ever so pleasurable! What appealed to me, and 
what is unique to TFN in the context of the GTA, is that it 
is determinedly generalist: plants, birds, insects, heritage, 
the built environment – the whole of nature is grist for the 
TFN mill. This catholic approach seemed to me to be 
perfectly sensible and logical. No one facet of nature is 

independent and all are connected. Specialized knowledge 
is all very well, but I’m still surprised when an experienced 
birder can identify an obscure warbler in winter plumage at 
a considerable distance but can’t identify the tree it’s 
sitting in.  
 

Soon after I joined TFN, Margaret McRae approached me 
to become an active volunteer. To begin with I helped to 
recruit outings leaders, as I still do. Then, shortly before 
Margaret became president in 2012, I took over her job 
looking after TFN’s reserves, which I also still do. 
Reserves is a board position, I subsequently discovered.  
Fast-forward four years and now I can hardly believe that I 
am the TFN president! I feel a deep debt of gratitude to 
TFN for the knowledge, companionship and purpose that 
my (very reasonably priced) membership has conferred. 
Taking on the presidency is, in part, a way of returning 
some of those favours.  
 

My particular area of interest is 
Toronto’s ravines. Toronto, in 
moments of optimism, defines 
itself as a “world-class city.” 
Whether it is or not is 
debatable but, as far as I know, 
its ravine system is the one 
characteristic that marks 
Toronto as exceptional. The 
effort that has already gone 
into transforming what was 
once a convenient dumping 
ground and transit corridor into 
what we have now has been 
enormous. But exploitation, 
encroachment and neglect are 
all still evident. Invasive 
species are rife, as a drive 
anywhere along the DVP 
shows; litter is abundant and 

erosion continues. TFN can be instrumental in ensuring 
that the system is not only maintained but also improved. 
There is a bewildering number of city agencies with 
layered and overlapping responsibilities involved in any 
decision taken regarding the ravines, which is why I’m 
happy that Jason Ramsay-Brown represents TFN on the 
City of Toronto's Ravine Strategy Advisory Group. The 
City of Toronto expects to have its ravine strategy 
finalized by spring 2017. 
 

Working with Paula Davies and a stewardship team at the 
Todmorden Mills Wildflower Preserve has been a 
wonderful adjunct to my TFN experience. As a steward 
one has the opportunity to get one’s hands dirty sowing, 
planting, digging and clearing the plants we may have 
noticed on outings, as well as hearing and observing the 
birds and insects attracted by the restored and flourishing 
habitat. By a happy coincidence, my stewardship 
experience is directly transferable to my responsibilities 
for TFN nature reserves. 

continued on next page 
 

Retiring board members  

Margaret McRae, Jennifer Smith and Sandy Cappell 
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MONTHLY MEETING REPORT 

 

If anyone ever doubted that plants were anything but 
intricate, beautiful, sexy and evolving organisms, they 
should have been at this lecture!  Spencer Barrett’s 
passion for all things floral and for world travel makes for 
extraordinary pictures as well as engrossing stories. From 
Brazil’s Pantanal to South Africa’s Cape Region and 
China’s Xinjiang province, Spencer shared his experiences 
as a passionate field biologist. He also shared pictures of 
his garden to show that one does not need to go far to 
study and experiment with plants. 
 

It should be mentioned that Dr Barrett is a bit of a voyeur; 
he doesn’t just study plants, he studies plant sex! …and 
what amazing things these plants do!  He shares this 
passion with Charles Darwin, whom we know as the 
father of evolution, but who also studied and wrote three 
books on plant reproduction.  
 

The downside of having roots is that it can make cross-
pollination a bit challenging if there isn’t another plant of 
the opposite sex reasonably close by!  The co-evolution of 
plants with their pollinators is a very risqué story; some of 
the floral structures that plants have evolved to encourage 
pollinators to visit them are positively… well… phallic at 
first glance.  The Malachite sunbird uses one such 
structure effectively (see photos).  
 

Self-pollination, as with in-breeding, generally leads to 
less fit offspring, so plants have evolved multiple 
strategies to ensure cross-pollination. The simplest is 
through a protein interaction which prevents pollen from 
fertilizing egg nuclei from the same plant. Another 
involves heterostyly, where flowers have differing lengths 
of pistil and stamens. Spencer’s team studied pickerel 
weed, which shows tristyly, and demonstrated that the 
pollinator would leave the flower with pollen on 3 
different parts of its body (as shown in this diagram), then 
pass it on to the appropriate pistil in the next plant.  
 

Other unusual strategies include: trumpet-like flowers in 
the New World which encourage visits by hummingbird 
pollinators; Calceolaria uniflora of south Patagonia 
(Chile) which produces a fleshy white food that its bird 
pollinator eats, picking up pollen in the process; the 
isolated plants of Juan Fernandez Islands that have 
evolved to utilize wind pollination, and the orchid Acampe 
rigida of south-west China which uses rain splash for self-
pollination.  
 

Being a plant sex voyeur may be a new hobby for TFN 
members who attended this talk! 

Meg O’Mahony 

Plant Exploration: The Search for Novel Floral 
Diversity 
 

October 2, 2016 
Spencer Barrett, University of Toronto 

Babiana ringens (Iridaceae) of the Western Cape, South 

Africa, bears a modified inflorescence called a rat’s tail on 

which the Malachite sunbird perches to feed on nectar, 

thereby pollinating the flower.  

Not being a natural “committee man” (I was a chef for 
most of my professional career), the role of president is a 
bit daunting. I am fortunate to have some seasoned board 
and committee members with the institutional memory 
and experience to help me through any rough spots. A 
TFN president’s term is two years; I encourage members 
to send me their questions and concerns at any time.  
 

Charles Bruce-Thompson 
president@torontofieldnaturalists.org 

 

Links: 

Jason Ramsay-Brown: www.jrb.to/ 

City of Toronto's Ravine Strategy: www1.toronto.ca/wps/

portal/contentonly? 

Todmorden Mills Wildflower Preserve: www.hopscotch.ca/

tmwp/  

TFN nature reserves: www.torontofieldnaturalists.org/v-

reserves.htm 

http://www.jrb.to/
http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=91be0ba80120d410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD&vgnextchannel=470bdada600f0410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=91be0ba80120d410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD&vgnextchannel=470bdada600f0410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
http://www.hopscotch.ca/tmwp/
http://www.hopscotch.ca/tmwp/
http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org/v-reserves.htm
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Glen Stewart Ravine, Aug 4.  Leader: Bob Kortright.  
The rich woods of 11 hectare Glen Stewart ravine impress 
first for the huge red and white oaks, red, mountain, sugar, 
and silver maple, hemlock, beech, white and green ash, 
basswood, black cherry, balsam poplar, and white and 
yellow birch. But shrubs such as witch hazel, nannyberry, 
maple-leaved and cranberry viburnum, chokecherry, 
Manchu cherry, red-osier, pagoda, and gray dogwood 
provide lots of interest too, as do herbaceous plants such 
as carrion-flower, tall rattlesnake root, sneezeweed, zigzag 
goldenrod, star-flowered and common false Solomon's 
seal, bottlebrush grass, Canada wild rye, white snakeroot, 
woodland sunflower, and especially 4-foot flowering 
spikes of spikenard. Also impressive is the strong flow of 
Ames Creek, which originates entirely from springs within 
the ravine, and the fact that invasives such as Norway and 
Manitoba maple, swallow-wort (DSV), garlic mustard, 
buckthorn, Asian bush honeysuckle and Japanese 
knotweed have largely been removed.  
  

Rouge Park, Aug 6.  Leader: Glen Hamilton.  Queen 
Anne's lace with the well-hidden ambush bug attached and 
Joe-pye-weed were abundant, along with chicory and wild 
cucumber. We heard or spotted blue jays, cardinals,      
goldfinches, catbirds, a blue-gray gnatcatcher and a rose-
breasted grosbeak. We snacked in an area that featured 
blue cohosh, sensitive ferns and may-apples. There were a 
few magnificent white pines still standing on the Mast 
trail, though most had been removed to provide ship masts 
for the War of 1812. 
 

Etobicoke Creek, Aug 13.  Leader: Ken Sproule.  Some 
of the plants seen were calico aster, everlasting pea, giant 
ragweed, Chinese lantern and thin-leaved (or brown-eyed) 
coneflower. We also came across a few reptiles and 
amphibians (green frog, American toad and garter snake) 
and insects (Pennsylvania leatherwing, small milkweed 
bug, American ruby-spot and an adult cicada amidst a 
large number of shed exoskeletons of the nymphs). One 
bird of note was a spotted 
sandpiper. 
 

James Gardens and Lambton 
Woods, Aug 16.  Leader: Carol 
Sellers. We saw lots of cardinals 
and goldfinches along with a great 
egret and a kingfisher; also seven 
butterfly species including a fiery 
skipper (not common!) and a fresh 
female monarch nectaring.   
  

High Park, Aug 18.  Leader: 

Wendy Rothwell. Due to the 
extended drought and heat this 
summer, there was not as good a display of flowers as we 
have seen at this time in previous years.  Many plants 
were stunted, lacking in blooms or having gone to seed 

earlier than usual. Only cup plants were thriving in 
profusion.  We visited High Park Nature Centre’s new 
OURspace outdoor classroom, observing native flowers 
and grasses they have planted, and the interesting bee 
booth.  We looked at a couple of areas being restored by 
the High Park stewards where we noted cylindrical 
blazing star, spreading dogbane and teasel. We focused 
mainly on the moister areas by Grenadier Pond and 
Wendigo Creek, noting hairy willow-herb, Joe-pye-weed, 
spotted jewelweed, water horehound and bugleweed.  A 
highlight for several of us was seeing groundnut for the 
first time.  

 

Chatsworth Ravine, Aug 20. Leader: Nancy Dengler.  
We walked through Chatsworth Ravine, the first section of 
the Burke Brook Ravine where the stream runs above 
ground. Chatsworth Ravine was the subject of the first 
TFN ravine survey in 1973 and the forest described then is 
still intact. It is mostly on private property and includes 
sugar maple, hemlock and butternut. Ravine slopes that 
were bare in photos from the 1980s are vegetated now 
with a combination of planted natives such as alternate-
leaved dogwood, mountain maple and red elderberry, and 
volunteers such as Manitoba maple and buckthorn.  

 

Rouge Park, Aug 21.  Leader: 
John Wilson, Lost Rivers, and 
Cass Stabler, Parks Canada 
Resource Management Officer 
for Rouge Park.  We hiked Little 
Rouge, which flows through 
mainly natural or rural landscape 
from Oak Ridges Moraine to Lake 
Ontario. Cass Stabler provided a 
wealth of information about Rouge 
Park. Parks Canada has taken over 
a section of the proposed park 
between Major Mackenzie and the 

Oak Ridges Moraine, including two large tracts (out of 
three) of the Pickering Airport lands. Lands to the south 
are controlled by TRCA or the City of Toronto, and are 

EXTRACTS FROM OUTINGS LEADERS’ REPORTS   

Belted kingfisher. Photo: Victor Moros 

Groundnut (Apios americana). Photo: Wendy Rothwell 
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under a management agreement with Parks Canada 
anticipating their ultimate handover to Parks Canada under 
the new Urban National Parks Act.  Parks Canada is 
working with TRCA and the City to develop protocols for 
human use and natural resources management. There is an 
agreement with TRCA to share research data to underpin 
future Parks Canada natural resource monitoring and 
protection. Agreements with rural tenants and First 
Nations aim to protect long-term agricultural uses and 
other cultural assets.   

Cass described a long inventory of monitoring programs 
including forest vegetation, migratory birds, butterflies, 
salamanders and other amphibians, and animal transit 
facilities (tunnels under transportation corridors). We 
visited the Resource Centre near the Meadowvale Road 
entrance which, along with another at Reesor and Major 
Mac, are the first Parks Canada public facilities in the 
budding federal park.    
 

Morningside Park, Aug 27.  Leader: D Andrew White. 
We found the following fungi: striate bird’s nest fungus 
(Cyathus striatus); blue and orange tooth fungus 
(Hydnellum aserulens);  Russell’s bolete (Boletellus 
russelli);  pleated coprinus (Coprinus plicatilis); crumble-
caps; carbon-balls (Doldinia); dryad’s saddle (Polyporus 
squamosus); Ceratiomyxa slime-mould; Mucilago slime-
mould; downy trametes (Trametes pubescens); hairy 
trametes (Trametes hirsuta); turkey-tail trametes 
(Trametes versicolor). 
 

Asbridge’s Bay and Eastern Beaches, Sept 5.  Leader: 
Bob Kortright.  Since the walk was billed as “Toilet to 
Tap,” we reviewed the history of sewage treatment at 
Ashbridge’s Bay, including plans to extend groynes (small 
walls or jetties) into the lake from the southwest tip of the 
park and from the front of the water treatment plant to 
prevent siltation (and thus dredging cost) of the mouth of 
Coatsworth Cut.  The walk ended at the RC Harris water 
treatment plant, which supplies one third of Toronto's 
water. We noted numerous monarch butterflies and black 
saddlebags dragonflies migrating slowly west along the 
lake with a single Cooper’s hawk, all trying to go south 
without flying over the lake with its absence of thermals to 
help keep them aloft. 

 

Small's Creek and Small's 
Pond, Sept 7.  Leader: 
Joanne Doucette. Small's 
Creek flows through 
Williamson's Ravine, a green 
oasis that still supports 
salamanders, etc., then 
disappears into the storm 
sewer system.  The resident 
birds in Williamson Ravine 
Park are accustomed to 
people, so we had very close 
views of a hairy woodpecker 

and a pair of downy woodpeckers.  We also saw a great 
crested flycatcher, American goldfinches, a flock of 
American robins enjoying the crop of fruit on a black 
cherry tree, a flicker and a red-eyed vireo.   
 

Botany Hill Park, Sept 10.  Leader: Charles Chaffey.  
A garter snake slithered out of our way as we went past a 
bank brilliant with Canada goldenrod and on through a 
wood where calico aster was in bloom.  At water level we 
paused to observe the opposite eroding bank in which 
swallows had made numerous nest cavities.  Continuing 
past grass-leaved goldenrods and New England asters, and 
a clump of woodland sunflower visited by a monarch 
butterfly, we went up a gentle open hill where heath and 
heart-leaved asters were blooming.  At the bridge over 
Highland Creek, a great blue heron kept our attention until 
an unfamiliar composite with small white rayless flower 
heads was observed. Identification had to wait until we got 
home: it appears to be tall boneset, (Eupatorium 
altissimum).  As we returned, we saw slender gerardia, 
still with a few pinkish-purple flowers but mostly in fruit.  
 

Humber Arboretum, Sept 17.  Leaders: Ray Bielaskie 
and Jim Graham. The gardens were in magnificent 
splendor and we saw a variety of pollinators (bees, wasps 
and butterflies) paying homage to them. The on- again off-
again rain gave the wide-range of tree species an air of 
majesty. The Arboretum's vegetable plot brought out the 
gardening instinct in all of us. 
 

Hairy woodpecker 

Photo: Victor Moroz 
Outing at Humber Arboretum, Sept 17 

Photo: Ron Dengler 
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URBAN FORESTRY BY-LAWS (CITY OF TORONTO) 

On September 19 I attended a talk presented by the City of 

Toronto’s Parks, Forestry and Recreation Division about 

how we, as Toronto citizens, can help to preserve and 

protect our trees. Janet McKay, Executive Director and 
founder of LEAF (Local Enhancement and Appreciation of 

Forests), chaired the presentation which was attended by 

about one hundred people. She started the evening by 

announcing the up-

coming launch of the 

book The Hidden Life of 

Trees: what they feel, 

how they communicate – 

Discoveries from a 

Secret World  by Peter 

Wohlleben. She then 

introduced two very 

knowledgeable and 

dynamic speakers: Mark 
Ventresca, Supervisor of 

Tree Protection and Plan 

Review for the City of 

Toronto, and Arthur 

Beauregard, Manager of 

Tree Protection and Plan 

Review. Both speakers 
are passionate about 

protecting, preserving 

and enhancing Toronto’s 

tree canopy.  
 

The by-laws regulating 

how trees are cared for 

are very complex. 

Everyone (be it private 
owner, developer, city 

council or utility 

company) must follow 

the by-laws. These are 

listed on the City’s 

website (under multiple 
headings; lots to read!): 

www.toronto.ca/trees 

then go to “Tree 

Protection.”  
 

If you see a tree that you believe may be about to be 

injured or destroyed, here are some steps you can take. 
 

 First and foremost, keep out of harm’s way. Do not let 

yourself be hurt by the problems faced by the tree or by the 

humans who may be causing the problems. 
 

 If you can, educate the owner/contractor who is 

causing harm or potential harm to the tree. See if you can 

explain how damaging soil compaction is, or the problem 

of large stones on the roots, etc. There are only forty tree 

inspectors for the whole of Toronto, so if you can solve a 

problem without involving a City inspector, that is great.  
 

 E-mail photographs of the tree to 311@toronto.ca. Be 

sure to include your name, the location of the tree, your 

concern and your contact information. It is suggested that 

you simultaneously copy 

your e-mail to your Tree 
Protection and Plan Review 

District, of which there are 

four (Etobicoke York, 

Scarborough, North York 

and Toronto East York). 

The e-mail addresses for 

these districts are on the 
Tree Protection web page.  
 

 It is particularly helpful 

if the city can have 

“before” photographs, to 
corroborate your concerns, 

accompanying your “after” 

photographs. One 

participant at the 

presentation said she plans  

to photograph a number of 

favourite trees in her 
neighbourhood to establish 

their healthy condition.  
 

 Mark and Arthur asked 

that, once you have 
contacted 311 about a tree 

concern, you not make 

multiple calls about the 

same issue. Doing so 

creates more work for 

already overworked City 

staff.  
 

I was intrigued when the 
presenters showed a 

“before” photograph of a 

tree with a beautiful canopy 

and its sad “after” photo when it had been brutally – and 

perhaps illegally – pruned. The “before” photo was 

retrieved from Google Earth.  
 

I was very glad that I attended this informative 

presentation. I am heartened to learn that there are many 

people in Toronto who love and honour trees and want to 

see them protected and preserved.  

 

 Jennifer Smith 

Black walnut in Allan Gardens. Photo: Ron Dengler 

http://toronto.ca/trees
mailto:311@toronto.ca
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In Toronto’s Rose Family: Part I it was noted that the 

very large Rosaceae family includes thousands of species. 

The TFN’s Vascular Plants of Metropolitan Toronto 

(1994, 2nd ed) recorded about 40 native species in 

Toronto, 3 described and another 4 discussed in this 

article.  
 

Agrimonia 

gryposepala 

(agrimony) has 

stems up to 1.5 m 

tall and flowers 5 

to 8 mm wide in 

an elongate 

terminal raceme. 

It is common in 

Toronto in forests 

and at forest 

edges. Locally it 

generally flowers 

in August. You 

may have 

encountered its 

fruits,  covered by 

hooked bristles 

that stick to 

clothing. Its range 

in Ontario, 

according to The 

ROM Field Guide 

to Wildflowers of 

Ontario (2004), is from the Lake Temagami ecoregion to 

the U.S. border. Its total range includes all of Canada, 

except Alberta, Saskatchewan and Newfoundland, and 

most of the U.S. except some western interior states. The 

related A. pubescens (soft agrimony) is locally rare and I 

have not found it. 

Spiraea alba (narrow-leaved meadowsweet) was listed by 

the TFN as uncommon and only reported from the Rouge 

valley. I found this species in High Park in 1998, perhaps 

introduced? This shrub has elongate terminal clusters of 

about 5 to 8 mm wide flowers on erect stems up to about 

1.8 m tall. It grows in damp areas where it was seen in 

bloom in July. Its range includes all Canadian provinces, 

except B.C., and the northern two-thirds of the eastern 

U.S. 
 

Prunus virginiana (chokecherry) has about 10 mm wide 

flowers in dense racemes up to 10 cm tall. Its common 

name says it all: it is of much interest to birds, not so to 

people. This locally common shrub can be up to about     

6 m tall. It occurs mainly in thickets or on the borders of 

forest areas, blooming in late May to early June. Its full 

range is almost all of North America. Other native 

Prunus species found here are the locally rare  

P. americana (wild plum), the common P. serotina (black 

cherry) and P. pensylvanica (pin or fire cherry). 
 

There are several possible challenges that might be 

considered, particularly finding and recording soft 

agrimony and sorting out and recording the local Prunus 

species. 

Article and photos by Peter Money 

TORONTO’S ROSE FAMILY: PART II 

Top left: Agrimony (Agrimonia gryposepala)  

Left: Narrow-leaved meadowsweet (Spiraea alba)  

Above: Chokecherry (Prunus virginiana)  
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Since the mid-August rains, we’ve had two flushes of two-
coloured bolete mushrooms under our street tree, a red 
oak. One flush had almost 50 mushrooms. Two-coloured 
bolete (Boletus bicolor) is distinguished by its red cap and 
yellow flesh that bruises blue. This mushroom forms an 
ectomycorrhizal association with plant roots and is often 
found under oak trees.  
 

Ron and Nancy Dengler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Photos by Ron Dengler   

 
…………………………………………………………... 

 
I was excited this morning, September 26, to see this 
white-headed robin in Moccasin Trail Park, East Don 
River at Lawrence East. It was with a flock of regular 
American robins.  

Peter Heinz 

Toward the end of 
last winter a female 
pileated 
woodpecker 
discovered the suet 
feeder in my yard. 
A few days later a 
male also appeared. 
Once I saw both on 
the same feeder 
and it was quite a 
sight. 
 

On Friday May 
13th I observed the 
male again at the 
feeder. After feeding 
for quite some time 
he flew as he always 
did towards my 
house, usually over 
or beside the house. 
This time he did not 
seem to gain height 
and crashed into the 
large window. I 
thought the window 
had broken. 
 

I looked out and  
saw him sitting 
upright. I went out 
and stayed with   
him for over half an 
hour.  After a while 
he started moving 
his head.  
 

He eventually 
started to move but  
could not fly, and 
hopped to the 
nearest tree where 
he spent several 
hours.  I  saw him 
the day after this 
event.   
 

I do have strings 
over the window  
but they only move 
when it is windy. 
 

Karin Fawthrop 

Note the suet on the bill. 
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 CHILDREN’S CORNER   
MATCH UP: Who stole my nut? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1. I prefer to live in pine trees and chatter loudly when you visit my home. 
To prepare for the winter. I like to store all of my seeds, berries and nuts 
in one place called a cache. _____________ 

2. I fly by flapping my blue feathered wings and, wherever I see  squirrels 
burying their seeds, I steal as much as I can to prepare for winter. 
__________ 

3. I’m red like a fire truck and I enjoy singing loudly from trees. I like to visit 
your bird feeders in the winter for breakfast and dinner. __________ 

4. I have a long bushy tail. I dig a lot of holes all over your garden to store 
my nuts and seeds in different places for the winter. __________ 

5. I have grey wings and an orange chest. To prepare for winter, I fly down 
south because here my food would hide away under the snow. _________ 

6. I am often mistaken for a mouse. I store my seeds, grasses and flowers 
in my nest or in burrows to hide them away. __________ 

7. During the summer months, I’m bright yellow like the sun. To prepare 
for winter, I eat all the seeds I can find, including the ones you leave out 
for me. __________ 

8. I run really fast for my small size. When I travel in the forest to search 
for seeds and nuts to store in my tunnels during winter, I carry them in 
my mouth. __________ 

See answers on page 19. 

American goldfinch 

Chipmunk 

Vole 

Red squirrel 

American robin Grey squirrel  Northern cardinal Blue Jay 

By Julia Del Monte  
 
Photos by Ken Sproule 
www.toronto-wildlife.com 

Anne Leon wrote: I really enjoy Judy Marshall’s children’s 
corner and am learning from it.  Re the reference to “lazy 
cowbirds” in the September newsletter, could you  
explain to the children the real reason cowbirds lay their 
eggs in other birds’ nests?  
 

Bob Kortright explains: Cowbirds do this because they 
developed the habit of following bison herds to eat 
insects stirred up by the bison.  Since the herds didn't 
stay in one area long enough for the cowbirds to raise 
young, they either had to not follow the bison or lay their 
eggs in other birds’ nests.     Song sparrow feeding young brown-headed cowbird. 

Drawing; Diana Banville.  
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Q&A: ARE BIRD FEEDERS GOOD FOR THE BIRDS? 

This is the second in our Q&A series.  If there is something in nature that intrigues or puzzles you, please send your 
question to the TFN office and we will refer it to a member who has knowledge in that field. Ed. 

Question:  I’d like to know if bird feeders are actually 

good for the birds, or if they are mainly a device to lure 

birds where we humans can enjoy them.  

Vivienne Denton 

 

Answer: Bird feeders can be good or bad for birds, 

depending on the species and on how it is done.   Different 

species require different foods, so a single kind of birdseed 

or feeder will not help all the birds.  But putting out 

birdseed helps species that take that sort 

of food get through cold spells in the 

winter when birds need lots of calories 

just to keep from freezing.   This is of 

particular help to birds that are less 

experienced or in suboptimal habitat.  

Getting through the winter in good 

condition gives birds a reproductive 

advantage in the spring and leads to more 

offspring successfully raised.  Feeders 

may also increase survival and 

reproduction of birds that use feeders in 

migration, although I did not find any 

studies on this. 
 

On the other hand, a couple of studies in the UK have 

found negative effects for chickadee relatives there.  

Possible reasons they suggested:  

 birdseed is too high in fat and low in protein and 

micronutrients for ideal egg production 

 winter feeding might have caused survival of birds that 

are not the fittest 

 feeders might have attracted birds to nest in an 

otherwise less than ideal location.   

But this study might not apply to other species, and these 

are just 2 studies among many that mostly show bird-

feeding to be positive for reproductive success. 
 

Others have pointed out that if feeders are not cleaned 

periodically, birdseed or hummingbird food can get 

mouldy, making birds ill.  Feeders lure birds close to 

houses where they might be more likely to fly into 

windows or fall prey to cats.  Some hawks (mainly 

accipiters) are attracted to the concentration of birds at 

feeders and are likely more common due to birdfeeders. 

This may reduce the population of species that do not feed 

at feeders (eg insectivores) but are targeted by hawks.  

Birdseed is not a healthy diet for growing chicks (only 

finches feed their young on seeds).  Birdfeeders that are 

not squirrel-proof increase the population 

of squirrels that are predators on local 

nesting birds.   
 

But, we can keep cats indoors, position 

our squirrel-proof feeders less than 1 m 

from windows to minimize the possibility 

of damaging window strikes, and keep 

our feeders clean. The risk of predation 

by hawks might be reduced by providing 

bushes near feeders and not keeping 

feeders stocked every day.  Adult birds 

likely don’t feed their chicks food that is 

not appropriate. 
 

Bottom line: In my opinion, go ahead and feed birds if you 

like – just make sure you keep feeders clean and minimize 

the risk of damaging window strikes (see flap.org/faqs).  

Unless you are in a rural area far from other bird feeders, 

don’t worry about keeping your feeders stocked all the 

time. They will be less attractive to hawks if the feeders are 

not crowded with birds every day. Plant native species, 

especially bushes which offer safe haven from hawks. 

Such plants can also supply food for the birds.  The 

inspiration provided by the sight of birds at feeders 

benefits both ourselves and the birds, as it encourages us to 

do more for them. 

Bob Kortright   

 
Ed:  See also last item in For Reading, next page. 

Winter Finch Forecast 2016-2017 
 

Each year Ron Pittaway forecasts the winter movements of finches and three irruptive non‐finch passerines whose movements 
are often linked to finches.  The occurrence of grosbeaks, finches, crossbills, redpolls and siskins in southern Ontario in the 
winter depends on the seed crops of trees such as spruce, pine, birch and mountain-ash. If good crops occur in the boreal 
forest, birds tend to stay put for the winter.  If crops are poor, they move south until good supplies are found. 

The forecasts are available at www.jeaniron.ca/  (click on September 2016) or www.winter-finch-forecast  
Ron recommends following finch wanderings on eBird, and provides these four informative links:   
#1. Finch Facts, Seed Crops and Irruptions 
#2. Subspecies of Common and Hoary Redpolls – ID Tips and Photos 
#3. Interview with Ron Pittaway in OFO News 34(1):1-3, 2016  
#4. Climatic dipoles drive two principal modes of North American boreal bird irruption 

Je
n

n
y 
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u

ll 

http://flap.org/faqs
http://www.jeaniron.ca/
http://www.ebird.org/content/canada/news/ron-pittaways-winter-finch-forecast-2016-2017/
http://www.jeaniron.ca/2012/winterfinches.htm
http://www.jeaniron.ca/2015/redpollsRP.htm
http://jeaniron.ca/articles/FinchForecasterFe2016.pdf
http://bit.ly/1UrmTsI
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The author is a biology professor at the University of 

British Columbia with a lifetime interest in bees and bee-

keeping.  As well as keeping bees, the author has studied 

killer bees and researched the issue of colony collapse, 

which seems to have many causes, starting with too many 

pesticides. Intensive farming methods, in which all 

hedgerows are eliminated and bees are delivered to crops, 

reduce opportunities for bees to feed on other species of 

plants.  Detailed studies of bees’ behaviour reveal that they 

do not multi-task. Their lives are not really “busy busy” but 

very orderly. The author has great respect for these insects 

that are so vitally important to our food supply. His 

conclusion is that we must change the way we farm – from 

large-scale to smaller fields with wild edges. He even tells 

about experiments that show it is a far more profitable way 

to treat the landscape, for us and for the natural world. 

Helen Juhola 

This excellent book is about the secret virtues, astonishing 

history and dangerous 

lore of the world’s most 

hated plant.  European 

gardeners loved this plant 

when it first arrived in 

Europe. The fall colours 

were the reason. In fact, 

poison ivy berries are a 

favourite and essential 

food of many species of 

birds and other wildlife. 

The leaves are excellent 

food for deer and other 

browsers. And best of all, 

the plants are first class at 

fighting erosion on 

beaches and helping in 

the restoration of 

degraded landscapes. 

And if you still don’t like 

poison ivy, the book’s 

Appendix gives lots of 

advice about how to avoid, heal from, obliterate and co-

exist with poison ivy. A very readable book! 

Helen Juhola 

 

 

For a decade or so in the mid-19th Century, Henry David 

Thoreau spent countless hours exploring his home 

township, Concord, Massachusetts, identifying and 

familiarizing himself with the many wildflowers to be 

found there.  He noted where they grew and the dates on 

which they first bloomed so that they became like friends 

to be revisited each year. He collected specimens to 

create his own herbarium and recorded his observations 

in journals. 
 

I can identify with this, having spent the last few years 

trying to find and identify all the wildflowers in my home 

territory of High Park, albeit in my case through the lens 

of my camera.  So I was thrilled to discover this book in 

which Geoff Wisner has arranged, by season, excerpts 

from Thoreau’s journals. Many of the flowers described 

are familiar to us in Ontario, though in some cases he 

used different common names. 
 

Contrary to the familiar saying “a picture is worth a 

thousand words,” I was struck by how much more is 

conveyed by Thoreau’s expressive prose than can ever be 

communicated by a photo. Reading his accounts is like 

accompanying him on his rambles and sharing his 

experience – not only the visual beauty of the flowers but 

also the textures and fragrances, the activities of 

pollinating insects, and how he felt about his discoveries.  

Thoreau’s passion as a field naturalist combined with his 

exceptional talent as a writer provide a rich treasure for 

those of us who delight in wildflowers. 
 

But that is not all!  The text is complemented by more 

than 200 exquisite black and white drawings by Barry 

Moser, originally published in Flowering Plants of 

Massachusetts.  The book also includes a fascinating 

essay “Thoreau as Botanist” by Ray Angelo. 

Wendy Rothwell 

 FOR READING 

BEE TIME: Lessons from the Hive 
 

by Mark L. Winston 
published by Harvard University Press, 2014 

IN PRAISE OF POISON IVY 

by Anita Sanchez 

Taylor Trade Publishing, 2016 

THOREAU’S WILDFLOWERS 
 

Edited by Geoff Wisner. Drawings by Barry Moser 
Yale University Press, 2016 
Hard cover, 300 pages. $42.25 

This history of feeding birds in North America is 

reviewed and recommended by Bird Studies Canada 

(BSC) president Steven Price at www.birdscanada.org/

news/book-reviews-two-unique-offerings. 

One of the earliest feeders of birds was Henry David 

Thoreau who put cobs of corn on his windowsill. 

Available at the Toronto Public Library. 

FEEDING WILD BIRDS IN AMERICA:  

Culture, Commerce & Conservation  
 

by Paul Baicich, Margaret Barker, and Carrol Henderson   

http://www.birdscanada.org/news/book-reviews-two-unique-offerings
http://www.birdscanada.org/news/book-reviews-two-unique-offerings
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FRANK MORRIS, NATURALIST 

In forthcoming TFN newsletters there will be articles on 

Ontario's wild orchids with frequent quotes from Frank 

Morris' Our Wild Orchids (1929).  His sensitive 

descriptions are a reminder of what we once had and what 

may still be hidden along 

unknown orchid-trails. 
 

Frank Morris (1869-

1949) was born in 

Scotland where nature 

became his obsession for 

life.  After graduating 

from Oxford in 1895, he 

moved to Toronto where 

he was tutored in natural 

history by William 

Brodie.  The following 

year, while on the staff of 

Smith Falls High School, 

a science teacher taught 

him botany basics.   

 

From 1900 to 1913 he served as the Classics master at 

Trinity College School in Port Hope and married Elma.  

Together they made frequent forays around Ontario. Their 

favorite trails were in Algonquin Park. In 1913 they 

moved to Peterborough where he joined the staff of 

Peterborough Collegiate. Poor health forced him to retire 

in1936. 

Our Wild Orchids was published in 1929.  Its many 

photographs were taken by Edward Eames, who was also 

obsessed with wildflowers and searched the woods with 

his wife on weekends.  The couples met.  Morris describes 

what happened next: 
 

“Our foursome once made up, we 

mapped out a definite plan for 

ourselves.  With an extra slice 

thrown in for luck, our course 

was enlarged to take in the whole 

of Gray's Territory (Asa Gray, 

Flora of North America, 1878) 

from Tennessee up the 

Mississippi Valley to Minnesota, 

across Canada from Thunder 

Cape to the Straits of Belle Isle, 

and down the Atlantic Coast to 

North Carolina.  All the orchids 

known to occur within these 

limits became our objects of 

search; the Eames plan of a 

camera record was wedded to the Morris practice of an 

author's pen; and the two equal halves of our partnership, 

stories and portraits, picture gallery and guide, were 

rounded out into a book.” 
 

Harvey Medland 

  

HOW I GOT INTERESTED IN NATURE 
 

I did not find out I was a naturalist until I was in my early 30s. 

Previously I knew no one who was informed about birds, 

insects, plants, etc. When I joined the TFN and went on walks 

I learned a lot. This was not the spark that set me off, but only 

the next step to learn more.  

 

I met Emily Hamilton [after whom the TFN's Emily Hamilton 

Nature Reserve is named], who seemed to know everything 

that grew, and expert birders. I was amazed there were people 

who knew not only birds and their songs but many other 

aspects of natural history.  

 

I would find it interesting to learn how others discovered 

nature. Many I have talked to wished they found this interest 

much earlier in life. I encourage other members to tell their 

personal stories of how they became naturalists, as this might 

give us insight into recruiting young members. What was the 

spark that got you interested in nature?  

Roger Powley 

Ed. Please send us your stories to share. 

Frank and Elma Morris.  
Photo from Trent University Archives, 1938     

FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 

 

 

 

 

On one of our fall walks in E T Seton Park, we 

discovered a tiny frog in the cattails. No one knew 

the identity of this little creature, so I decided to 

pursue the issue. I knew the wood frog was small 

and had a black mask. The frog in question had a 

black eye-line, so I checked my field guide. The 

plate revealed this was not my friend, as his mask 

was not as obvious or as short. I knew it was not a 

peeper because the toes didn’t have obvious pads. It 

finally dawned on me that it must be a chorus frog. 

There is only one in our range and I remembered 

having had a fleeting glimpse of it at Long Point.   

 

According to the Peterson Guide, this frog is rarely 

found after the breeding season; we were extremely 

lucky to find him. 

Chorus Frogs by Roger Powley 

From TFN 336, December 1980 
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IN THE NEWS 

Blacklegged Tick Season 
 

Blacklegged tick adults are active in the fall (up to 
December), so remember to protect yourself when hiking 
through wooded or bushy areas with leaves on the ground 
or tall grasses.  

Toronto Public Health’s active tick surveillance map   

(www.torontolymedisease) provides information on the 
locations where ticks have been a) looked for, b) found and 
c) found to have lyme bacteria.  

 

They also have a page on Lyme disease prevention that is a 
great resource if you want to know more. The risk of 
getting Lyme disease in Toronto is believed to be low. 

 

Raccoons in the City  
 

Are you waging a war against raccoons getting into your 
garage, trash, or even house? Turns out you are teaching 
them to be smarter! At least that is what a study by 
Suzanne MacDonald, an animal behaviour researcher and 
professor at York University, has found.  

The raccoon population has surged over the past 80 years 
and although more are found in the suburbs, their numbers 
are growing in cities as well. MacDonald’s study indicates 
that city raccoons are smarter than their rural counterparts 
because they are forced to navigate human-made obstacles 
and solve puzzles in order to eat.  

Her study included putting GPS collars on urban and rural 
raccoons to track them testing them with hard-to-open 
garbage cans baited with cat food. The urban raccoons 
were able to open the cans (for the most part) while the 
rural ones were baffled. The GPS data showed that most 
raccoons avoid crossing major roads, which appears to be a 
learned behaviour. We need to get the skunks to learn that 
as well. 

Toronto Has Decent Tree Diversity 
 

Researchers from the University of California studied 20 
cities to understand what drives variations in urban 
biodiversity. Toronto was ranked highest of the Canadian 
cities, even beating out London, Ontario “The Forest City.”  

The researchers found that warm cities are dominated by 
imported species while cold cities have more native 
species, leading them to hypothesize that climate tolerance 
and trait choice relate to how urban forests form. Climate 
tolerance allows cities like Los Angeles to grow tropical 
trees that colder cities like Toronto can’t. Trait choice 
includes matching the needs of the trees to the area planted. 
For instance, water-hungry trees (like willows) would not 
be chosen for Phoenix because it is a dry city and the trees 
would need too much special care to keep them alive. Trait 
choices also come into play because urban residents prefer 
trees that have large flowers and are pollution-resistant, 
among other desired traits. Species that best match both 
climate tolerance and trait choice tend to be over-planted, 
resulting in less diversity. 
 

Here is a full list of the cities analyzed and the number of 
tree species, adjusted for sample size: Los Angeles (103), 
Santa Barbara, California (85), Irvine, California (77), San 
Francisco (77), Washington, D.C. (72), Toronto, Ontario 
(67), London, Ontario (57), Philadelphia (56), Roanoke, 
Virginia (54), Baltimore (53), Syracuse, New York (52), 
Phoenix (52), Chicago (51), Minneapolis (51), Tampa, 
Florida (47), Riverside, California (46), Raleigh, North 
Carolina (44), Boston (31), Edmonton, Alberta (26) and 
Kelowna, British Columbia (20). 

Lynn Miller 

 

Good News at Yellow Creek Ravine!  

 

Update to article in September newsletter, 

page 14. 

 

Great news for the Heath Crescent access 

stairs to Yellow Creek ravine! City Councillor 

Kristyn Wong-Tam has been able to get 

approvals and budget for a rebuild. TRCA and 

Toronto Water will be undertaking the project.  

 

I’m hoping this is a first step (so to speak) in 

remediating the entire ravine.  

 

Great work on Kristyn's part! 

Rob Spindler 

Photo:  Alexandra Lundhild 

http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=bef2cb0ecee61510VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD&vgnextchannel=6b4b1353c70bd410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=c12d6dcc481be410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD&vgnextchannel=6b4b1353c70bd410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
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To the end of his life David was keenly interested in 

nature and particularly in birds.  He was a professor of 

English at Victoria College.  Both inside and outside 

the classroom he was an exceptional teacher.  I was 

fortunate enough to take his undergraduate course on 

Shakespeare, his specialty.   

Years later we met again on birding tours.  In recent 

years he continued to introduce people to birds and  

their songs.  I have very poor recall for bird song, but 

one I still recognize is the field sparrow's bouncing 

ping-pong ball song which David patiently taught me 

and reinforced at every opportunity.    

As Thickson's Woods was one of David's favourite 

birding haunts, that organization was suggested in the 

obituary for donations. 

Marilynn Murphy 
 

Extract from Marilynn’s review of A Gathering of 

Flowers from Shakespeare, text by F. David Hoeniger,  

illustrated with Gerard Brender à Brandis’ engravings.  
 

To accompany each engraving, Professor Hoeniger has 

selected quotes from Shakespeare and has illuminated 

these passages with details about the flowers’ uses and 

symbolism.  Furthermore, he reveals Shakespeare’s 

extensive knowledge of both wild and domesticated 

plants. As Professor Hoeniger points out in the 

introduction, Shakespeare was a keen observer who 

grew up in a small town and “many members of his 

audiences in London too – a city then of only 200,000 – 

were more familiar with both the domesticated and wild 

flora than urban people tend to be today.”   

David was a very dear friend, an academic mentor, and 

my frequent birding companion for many years. One of 

his favourite springtime singers was the northern 

waterthrush. He seemed to be able to hear this song 

from miles off through deep woods, and there was 

always a special frisson of pleasure when he picked it 

out of the spring chorus. 

Skip Shand  

REMEMBERING F. DAVID HOENIGER 
 

We were saddened to learn of the death, on September 11th, of F. David Hoeniger, who served as 

President of TFN from 1962 to 1964. He is fondly remembered by those who knew him, and we received the 

following tributes: 

Northern waterthrush. Photo: Skip Shand 

El Nino’s effects intensified this month as mild, dry 
conditions prevailed. It was the third warmest November 
on record at Pearson Airport with a monthly mean 
temperature of 6.5° following 2001 (7.2°) and 2011 (6.6°). 

The warm water in the Pacific contributed to a strong east-
to-west jet stream that formed a barrier preventing any 
significant Arctic outbreaks from moving south. As a 
result, mild Pacific air dominated the entire month with 
little eventful weather. 

It was warmest on the 3rd, with a high of 21.0° at Pearson 
Airport, and almost as high on the 5th-6th with dewpoints 
reaching a subtropical 15°! (The dewpoint is the most 

useful measure of humidity. It measures the temperature at 
which the air would be saturated. Muggy summer days 
have a dewpoint in the teens, while very hot and humid 
days have a dewpoint over 20°. Hence the conditions on 
November 5th would be unseasonable indeed.) Somewhat 
colder weather moved in briefly with a few flurries on the 
14th and 23rd-24th.  

Rainfall was below normal and snowfall negligible. We 
had 35.4 mm of total precipitation at Pearson Airport and 
33.1 mm downtown. These totals are just about half the 
normal. 

Gavin Miller 

WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 

November 2015 
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Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks – Toronto Ornithological Club (www.torontobirding.ca) 
Aimed at the intermediate birder, but beginners also welcome. Free to the public.  
 Sat Nov 26, 9 am to afternoon. West Toronto lakeshore. Leaders: Garth Riley and Kai Milyard. Meet at Humber Bay Park E 

parking lot (located off Park Lawn Rd south of Lake Shore Blvd W). Waterfowl and winter birding. 
  

High Park Walking Tours (www.highpark.org) 

1st and 3rd Sundays of each month from 10:30 to noon. Meet at the benches south of the Grenadier Restaurant. 

Information: 416-392-6916 or walkingtours@highpark.org     

 Nov 6. Geological Wonders and Origins. Leader: Frank Remiz. 
 Nov 20. Art of the Park. Leader: Grace Petrucci. 
 
Our Fragile Planet Series - Toronto Public Library (www.tpl.ca/green) 
 Mon Nov 28, 6 to 7:30 pm. Cedarbrae Branch, 545 Markham Rd. Heritage Trees: Preserving our Natural Roots. Speaker: Edith 

George, Advisor to Ontario Urban Forest Council. Information and registration: 416-396-8850. 

 
EcoFair at the Barns (www.ecofairtoronto.org)  

Sun Nov 6, 11 am to 4 pm at Artscape Wychwood Barns, 601 Christie St.  A fun, family oriented event that informs and inspires 

people to make greener choices in their homes and communities.  Exhibitors (including TFN), hands-on activities for kids and adults, 

delicious food and an inspiring film. Admission free. 

 

Rouge Park Weekly Guided Nature Walks (www.rougepark.com/hike) 

Explore Rouge Park’s trails with a Hike Ontario certified volunteer leader.  E-mail hike@rougepark.com or phone 905-713-3184, 

Mon - Thurs.  
  

The Market Gallery (www.toronto.ca/marketgallery) 

To Nov 12. When the Beatles Rocked Toronto. South St Lawrence Market, 2nd floor, 95 Front St E. Admission $10 (seniors $5). 

Gallery closed Sun, Mon and holidays.  
  

Lost Rivers Walks  (www.lostrivers.ca) 

Walking tours limited to 20 participants. To ensure a spot on the tour, please e-mail in advance to info@labspacestudio.com 

 

Ian Wheal Walks 
 Sat Nov 5, 1:30 pm. War Whoop! Horse Memorial Walk of  WWI.  Union Stockyards to CNE grounds. Meet at southwest corner 

of Keele St and St Clair Ave W.   
 Sun Nov 6, 10:30 am. Women’s Memorial Walk, WWI.  Meet at southwest corner of Oakwood Ave and St Clair Ave W.   
 Sat Nov 12, 1.30 pm. Corktown’s water heritage. Meet at entrance to St Paul’s Church, southeast corner of Queen St E and 

Parliament St. A 10-km walk.  

COMING EVENTS 
 

If you plan to attend any of these events, we recommend that you contact 
the organizing group beforehand to confirm time and place. 

Answers from page 13 
 

 1) red squirrel; 2) blue jay; 3) cardinal; 4) grey squirrel; 5) robin; 6) vole; 7) American goldfinch; 8) chipmunk 

 

 Pumpkin orange moon 

 Rising over the dark lake 

  Texters stop in awe 

 

    Haiku by Elisabeth Gladstone 

Summer Solstice ‘Strawberry’ Moon   
June 21, 2016. Photo: Lynn Pady 

http://www.torontobirding.ca
http://www.highpark.org
http://www.torontoartscape.org/artscape-wychwood-barns
http://www.rougepark.com/hike
http://www.toronto.ca/marketgallery
http://www.lostrivers.ca/
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Ring-necked Pheasant. Painting by Joanne Doucette  


