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ITôS YOUR NEWSLETTER! 
We welcome contributions of original writing (between 20 
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TFN is on Twitter and Facebook! Got something interesting to share? Weôd love to get your 

photos and insights on TFN activities, Toronto nature events and interesting nature news. Just    

e-mail media@torontofieldnaturalists.org and be sure to include what your photo is and where 

it was taken.  

To read posts, go to www.torontofieldnaturalists.org and click on Twitter or Facebook. 
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Mission StatementΥ  

Toronto Field Naturalists connects people with 

nature in the Toronto area. We help people 

understand, enjoy, and protect Toronto's green 

spaces and the species that inhabit them. 
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and address changes to the TFN office. 

Please note: TFN does not give out its membership list.  

Register now  

for the Rouge National Urban Park Flagship BioBlitz,  

part of BioBlitz Canada, a Canada 150 Signature Project  
June 24-25  

 

 

A BioBlitz brings together taxonomic experts, citizen scientists and the general public to inventory all species 

(plants, animals, fungi and more) in a particular area over a 24-hour period. 
 

The Guided BioBlitz is open to all ages and experience levels. (Be aware that sessions can require a lot of 

walking.) Go to www.ontariobioblitz.ca/guided-registration.html to register, look at the map of sites and 

download a copy of the schedule.   
 

Taxonomic specialists, skilled naturalists or student specialists, and skilled interpreters/nature hike leaders: go 

to www.ontariobioblitz.ca/scientist-registration.html 
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http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
https://twitter.com/torontonature
https://www.facebook.com/TorontoFieldNaturalists
http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca/guided-registration.html
http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca/bioblitz-participants.html#Specialist
http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca/bioblitz-participants.html#Naturalist
http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca/bioblitz-participants.html#Specialist
http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca/bioblitz-participants.html#Naturalist
http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca/scientist-registration.html
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TFN MEETING 
 

Sunday, April 2, 
 

2:30 pm 
 

Green Roof Wildlife in Toronto: 

Opportunities and Limitations 
 

 Scott MacIvor, U of T Scarborough, discusses factors 

 influencing the biodiversity found on Torontoôs green roofs 

 
VISITORS WELCOME! 

 
SOCIAL:  2:00 ï 2:30 pm 

 

9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ wƻƻƳ ллмΣ тр vǳŜŜƴϥǎ tŀǊƪ /ǊŜǎ 9 
 

Just south of Museum subway station exit, east side of Queenôs Park. Accessible entrance: second door 
south on Queenôs Park. Elevator inside to the right. Room 001 is one floor below street level. 
 

For information: call 416-593-2656 up to noon on the Friday preceding the lecture.  

 

Share your thoughts and insights about this lecture on social media 

 with the hashtag #TFNTalk.  

 

NEXT MEETING  May 7 Grow Wild: Gardening with Native Plants. 

Lorraine Johnson, author and expert on native plant gardens 

 

TORONTO ZOO'S SPRING TOAD FESTIVAL 
 
Celebrate the arrival of spring by experiencing the sights and 

sounds of amorous male toads in search of that special 

someone!  
 

This annual wetland festival is scheduled around the explosive 

breeding ritual of American toads on the last weekend of April 

or the first weekend in May at the zooôs very own Americas 

Wetlands Outdoor Exhibit.   
 

Although the emergence and courtship of toads is the main event, 

there are heaps of other fun activities for children and adults alike, including: face painting, 

froggy games like Fish for a Prize, Toady the Mascot, lessons on tracking wildlife using 

GPS technology, and information on how to become a Frog Watcher or Turtle Detective. 

It's "toad-ally" fun for the whole family! 
 

Visit www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond/events.asp and click on Spring Toad Festival. 

http://www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond/events.asp
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¶ TFN events are conducted by unpaid volunteers. 

¶ TFN assumes no responsibility for injuries sustained by anyone participating in our activities. 

¶ Children and visitors are welcome at all TFN events. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

¶ If you plan to bring children in a stroller, be aware that there may be steps or other unsuitable terrain.   

¶ Please do not bring pets. 

¶ To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules (www.ttc.ca or 416-393-4636).   

¶ Outings go rain or shine: check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you will know what to wear. 

¶ Wear appropriate footwear for walking on trails which may be muddy, steep or uneven.  

¶ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻǘǿŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǝƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǎŜŜŘǎΦ 

¶ ²Ŝ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢¢/ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǝƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƻƴ 
ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎΦ !ƭƭƻǿ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǝƳŜ ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅΦ 

TFN OUTINGS 

Sat 
Apr 1 
11:00 am 

ETOBICOKE  CREEK, BURNHAMTHORPE TO EGLINTON ï Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Grant Leigh. Meet at the Mill Rd Loop at Mill Rd and Burnhamthorpe Rd (#50 Burnhamthorpe bus from 
Islington subway station or via Mississauga Transit). Drivers can park at Burnhamthorpe Mall and walk several blocks 
to the starting point. Car-pooling is suggested if possible. A circular walk on mostly paved surfaces, flat with some 
steep slopes. Path can be icy. We'll explore Etobicoke Creek, the historic western border of the Toronto Purchase. Tree 
experts might be able to pick out remnants of the old growth forest. Usually lots of birds along the trail. We may see 
peregrine falcons preparing their nests on The Masters condo overlooking the creek before we go down into the valley. 

There is a Timmyôs at the north end of our route and washrooms at end of walk. Bring lunch and binoculars.   

Sun 
Apr 2 
2:30 pm 

LECTURE: Green Roof Wildlife in Toronto: Opportunities and Limitations 
Speaker: Scott MacIvor,  U of T, Scarborough 
Room 001, Emmanuel College, 75 Queenôs Park Cres. See details on page 3.   

Thurs 
Apr 6 
10:00 am 

HIGHLAND CREEK AND DORIS McCARTHY GALLERY 
Leader: Linda McCaffrey. Meet at the bus stop on Kingston Rd at Colonel Danforth Park. We will walk through the 

Highland Creek Valley to the Doris McCarthy Gallery at the University of Toronto, Scarborough Campus, stopping to 

admire the Miller Lash Estate.  Return home from the bus circle on campus or return with leader by a different route to 

the park for your vehicle. Morning only.  

Sat 
Apr 8 
10:00 am 
  

TAYLOR CREEK AND CULLEN BRYANT PARKS ï Overwintering Pond Creatures, Trees and Shrubs 
Leader: Anne Purvis. Meet at the west side of Victoria Park Ave at the entrance to Taylor Creek just opposite  
Donside Dr for a linear walk, mainly flat on mostly unpaved surfaces with some stairs. We will walk down to the pond 
at the northeast corner of Taylor Creek Park and look for pond creatures that have overwintered there. Then we will 
hike along the paved trail to the True Davidson seniorsô home at the east end of the hydro corridor and then west to the 
steps up to Cullen Bryant Park, looking at trees and shrubs. Walk will end at Cullen Bryant Park. 
Bring good boots and binoculars. Morning only. 

Wed 
Apr 12 
10:00 am 

COLONEL SAMUEL SMITH PARK ï Birds 
Leader:  Jim and Petra Grass. Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore Blvd W and Kipling Ave for a circular 
walk to view early bird migrants. Bring binoculars. Morning only. 

Sat 
Apr 15 
10:00 am 

THE LOWER DON VALLEY ï Nature Walk 
Leader: Margaret McRae. Meet at the northeast corner of Beechwood Dr and OôConnor Dr for a circular walk in the 
Don Valley. Walk may include Sun Valley, Crothers Woods, Cottonwood Flats and Beechwood Wetlands. No 
washrooms. Morning only. Walking conditions include hills, winding dirt paths and paved paths. 

Sun 
Apr 16 
2:00 pm 

SPRING FROLIC IN TAYLOR CREEK RAVINE ς Lost Rivers 
Leaders: John Wilson and Helen Mills. With spring in the air and in our step, weôll walk and talk about water 
features, lost and restored, and living things, resident and transient, in Taylor Creek ravine. Meet at Victoria Park 
subway station for a meandering linear walk through the Goulding Estate, ending at Stan Wadlow Park, Cosburn and 
Woodbine. Washrooms at the beginning and end of the route.  A joint outing with Toronto Green Community. 
 

Please share your favourite walk photos on social media with the hashtag #TFNWalk 

http://www.ttc.ca
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Thurs 
Apr 20 
10:00 am 

THE BOARDWALK ï Early Spring Nature Ramble 
Leader: Joanne Doucette 
Meet at the southeast corner of Queen St E and Woodbine Ave. Bring binoculars. Morning only. 

Sat 
Apr 22 
10:00 am 

BLUFFERS PARK ï Birds, Insects and Plants 
Leader: Bob Kortright. Meet at the southwest corner of Chine Dr and Kingston Rd for a 2-hr linear walk at the top of 
the bluffs on mostly unpaved surfaces, with gentle and some steep slopes. Ending near Midland Ave and Kingston Rd. 
No washrooms. Bring binoculars. 

Sun 
Apr 23 
1:00 pm 
  

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY TO EVERGREEN BRICK WORKS ï Mystery Walk 
Leader: Kayoko Smith. Meet at the entrance to Mount Pleasant Cemetery on Yonge St for a 3-hour interactive linear 
walk, sharing stories of trees and history. Washrooms at end of walk. 
  

Wed 
Apr 26 
10:00 am 
  

ALONG THE SHORE OF LAKE ONTARIO ï Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Ed Freeman. Meet at Beaty Blvd Parkette, 1575 King St W at Roncesvalles Ave for a 2-hour linear walk on 
mostly paved surfaces, mainly flat with gentle slopes. History and activity along the lakeshore, some wildlife 
sightings before we end at the Terminal Building on Queens Quay W. Bring lunch and binoculars. 

Sat 
Apr 29 
9:30 am 

G ROSS LORD PARK ï Nature Walk 
Leaders: Deirdre and Robert Bean. Meet at the parking lot in the park at Dufferin St and Martin Ross Ave (500 
metres north of Finch Ave) for a 4 İ km circular walk on mostly paved surfaces with gentle slopes. We will walk 
north through G Ross Lord Park on the west side trail to Steeles Ave, then east on sidewalk for 400 metres, then back 
through the park on east side trail. Birds and checking bird boxes. Bring binoculars and camera. Washrooms will be 
open. Note: Coffee Time just west of parking lot.  

 
Sun 
Apr  30 
1:00 pm 

MOORE PARK RAVINE ς Literary Nature Walk 
Leader: Jason Ramsay-Brown. Meet at the northern trailhead on Moore Ave across the street from the Mount 
Pleasant Cemetery Visitation Centre. From Margaret Atwood's Cat's Eye to Anne Michaels' Fugitive Pieces, the 
Moore Park Ravine has served as a literary setting for some of our most endearing authors. Come take a 2-km linear 
walk through the ravine and into the pages of several great works of art. Several steep inclines and uneven trails. Bring 
water, camera, binoculars and a snack if you like. Hike ends at the Brick Works. 
  

Jennifer Smith helping to promote Toronto Field Naturalists at 

Get the Jump on Spring, February 18 at Toronto Botanical  

Gardens.       Photo:  Lloyd Mayeda 

 

 

TFN Board  

Nominations Invited 
 

 

TFN is looking for people with 

initiative who are willing to devote 

time to working as members of 

the Board of Directors. 

 
 

Please send your suggestions to 

the Chair of the Nominating 

Committee, c/o the TFN office  

(contact information on page 2). 
 

 

The Committeeôs report will be 

published in the May newsletter.  



TFN 627-6  Toronto Field Naturalist April 2017 

 

A word about TFN Nature Reserves. These are described 
in outline on TFNôs website, and in greater detail in the 
TFN publication Guide to the Toronto Field Naturalistsô 
Nature Reserves. 
 

TFN Nature Reserves were purchased through 
membership donations and bequests, with the exception of 
the Charles Fell Reserve, which was purchased in 1997 
through a donation from the Charles Frederick Fell 
Charitable Fund.  
 

The Emily Hamilton, Helen and Aarne Juhola and the 
Charles Fell Nature Reserves, amounting to about 350 
acres, are all virtually 
inaccessible, fulfilling 
TFNôs stated aim to 
ensure that the land 
remains in an untouched 
condition, thus protecting 
wildlife, wetland integrity 
and biological diversity. 
 

The Jim Baillie Nature 
Reserve (JBNR), on the 
other hand, is easily 
accessible. Over the years 
trails have been blazed 
throughout the property. A 
picnic shelter, a parking 
lot and its connecting lane 
to the road were installed. 
And, according to the 
TFN guide, ñin 1977 trees 
were planted to make sure 
the property was eligible for tax reductions.ò 
 

The original 1977 application for nursery stock from the 
MNR makes for interesting reading. Among the tree 
species requested are Scotch (sic) pine, Jack pine and 
black locust, with a note that 100 European linden trees 
were not available (just as well). Clearly the thinking 
around ecological restoration and preservation has evolved 
since 1977. Large stands of black locust and Scots pine 
bear witness to this. Scots pine in particular is now well 
established and spreading vigorously.   
 

Which brings me to my point: The JBNR is a valuable 
resource to enable TFN members to get out of the city ñto 
study a natural environment for both scientific and 
aesthetic reasons.ò But, unlike in the other reserves, human 
incursions have had a negative effect: dog-strangling vine 
has become established around the shelter, buckthorn is 
spreading along the trails and phragmites has begun to 
show up. It is hard not to conclude that we are responsible 
for part of this, though almost certainly the buckthorn 
predates TFNôs assuming ownership.  
 

A team of volunteers makes the trip to the JBNR about 
five times annually to keep the trails clear, construct 

boardwalks to protect the vulnerable, boggy parts of the 
trails and to deal with invasives. But a comprehensive, 
sustained stewardship program ï the kind that the JBNR 
would need in an ideal world ï is beyond the means of our 
excellent reserve volunteer team. With increased traffic, 
the reserve is now a 90 minute drive for most of us, and 
finding volunteers to devote an entire day, often in 
inclement weather and at their own expense, is getting 
harder, although it is well worth the effort.  
 

We have addressed the issue by suppressing the majority 
of the trails that snaked throughout the reserve. We have 

concentrated on the most 
heavily used trail, the one 
to Uxbridge Creek, by 
identifying areas that most 
need boardwalk protection 
and, over the years, 
installing said boardwalks. 
A party went to the reserve 
on February 15 to unload 
and transport another batch 
of cedar  planks ï not 
pressure-treated pine ï 
deep into the reserve. 
Another session will be 
needed to construct and 
move the boardwalks to 
pre-identified spots along 
the yellow triangle (to the 
creek) trail. 
 

In spite of the invasives 
problem, the JBNR has 

been preserved from cultivation or development. It is still a 
peaceful and ecologically diverse area. Considering that it 
was clear-cut of all merchantable wood in 1917, the 
reserve has shown a remarkable resilience. The wetland 
areas now resemble a northern Ontario swamp and the 
deciduous and conifer trees in the higher and drier areas 
are nearing maturity.  
 

The unresolved dilemma between facilitating greater 
public access to natural areas and protecting nature from 
human disturbance is being played out all across Toronto 
and elsewhere, but I still count every day spent at the 
JBNR as enjoyable time well spent. We warmly encourage 
members to volunteer to help us at TFNôs reserves. Just 
contact the TFN office and we will add your name to the 
JBNR volunteer list. 
 

Never been on a bioblitz? Me neither, but this may be our 
chance: the Rouge National Urban Park (to give its official 
designation) Flagship Bioblitz is scheduled for June 24-25. 
Registration for guided blitz sessions started March 21, 
2017. See details on page 2.  

Charles Bruce-Thompson 
president@torontofieldnaturalists.org 

PRESIDENTôS REPORT 

Lumber for boardwalks at Jim Baillie Nature Reserve 

Photo: Charles Bruce-Thompson 
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You can tell from the joy and passion in Joshôs voice that 

he has nailed his perfect job! His enjoyment of the 

complexity of his work with Ontario Nature and having 

the green spaces of Southern Ontario as his ñoffice,ò is 

clearly evident.. 
 

He first became aware of land use connectivity as a teen 

seeing foxes and deer as he cycled through Torontoôs 

ravines and the Mount Pleasant area. He and his father 

would examine local maps to follow the green ravine 

system to see how these animals travelled into the urban 

wilds of Toronto.   
 

Josh strives to protect and expand connected green spaces 

in Southern Ontario implementing the four pillars of 

Ontario Nature: protect, connect, advocate and educate. 

He works alongside groups such as Ontario GreenBelt 

Alliance, Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS), 

EarthRoots and STORM. Their goal is to conserve the 

connectivity of urban and rural green space in a southern 

Ontario that has lost over 90% of the original tree cover, 

75% of wetlands and 95% of grasslands due to resource 

extraction, agriculture and urban expansion. Most of this 

area is within 1 km of a road, which is great for lost hikers 

but has dire implications for the local reptiles and 

amphibians.  
 

As environmentalists know, nature has great value: 

biodiversity sustains life, and being in nature improves 

mental health and overall happiness while decreasing 

stress. The term Ecosystem Services has been developed 

to communicate the value of nature to industry and 

business. The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 

estimates the value of ecosystem services in southern 

Ontario at more than $84 billion. Insurance companies 

have been the first to realize that protecting headwater 

areas reduces claims from flooding and erosion further 

downstream.  
 

A lot of attention is currently paid to preventing urban 

expansion. To be effective, this protection requires the 

involvement of all government levels. Josh showed us 

how the Greenbelt protection grew and evolved as Ontario 

Nature worked with STORM and EarthRoots to drive the 

creation of, and develop criteria for, this protected area. 

The problems have not disappeared, as areas such as 

Midhurst and Brantford are dealing with urban annexation 

issues. A new policy of ñhard edgesò to cities has been 

implemented to limit expansion. The recently developed 

BlueBelt map (see figure below) identifies important 

hydrological features, including moraines, headwaters in 

Simcoe County and the Grand River around Brantford. 

Ontario Nature works closely with its networks to ensure 

that strong voices provide feedback to protect nature and 

groundwater areas.  A coalition of over 30 groups works 

collaboratively as #GrowOurGB 

(www.growourgreenbelt.ca). 

 

Josh requested that we all get actively involved and give 

the following key messages to the province: 

1. Stop urban sprawl (create a hard urban edge) 

2. Grow the Greenbelt and the Bluebelt! 

3. Protect a natural heritage and agricultural system 

including strong water systems planning across the 

Greater Golden Horseshoe.  
 

His suggestions for doing this included:  

¶ Let your MPP know these issues are important to you 

by calling them in their Queenôs Park and 

constituency offices. You can find this info at  

       www.elections.on.ca/en/about-us/online-tools 

¶ Follow the lead of Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition 

who call the Premierôs office regularly. (Visit:  

www.simcoecountygreenbelt.ca  for more information 

on this initiative.) 
 

If you want to receive alerts when an issue needs your 

action, register at: www.ontarionature.org/advocate 
 

 Meg OôMahony  

MONTHLY MEETING REPORT 

Protecting the Water, Nature and Communities 

of the Greater Golden Horseshoe 
 

March 5, 2017 

Joshua Wise, Green Program Manager, Ontario Nature 

NEW!  To enable you to refer to page Monthly Meeting Reports, we are happy to announce that an index 

covering all lectures since 2005 is now available on the Newsletter page of our website.  

http://www.growourgreenbelt.ca
http://www.elections.on.ca/en/about-us/online-tools.html
http://www.simcoecountygreenbelt.ca
http://www.ontarionature.org/advocate
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TFN GRANT REPORT  

Thanks to the support of the Toronto Field Naturalists, 

Ontario Nature brought together 107 youth from 61 

communities across the province for the 2016 Youth 

Summit for Biodiversity and Environmental Leadership.  
 

Our seventh annual Youth Summit was held September  

23-25, 2016 at YMCA Geneva Park and hosted by the 

Ontario Nature Youth Council. With youth leadership at 

the core, council members played a lead role in preparation 

and set-up, leading teambuilding activities and workshops, 

addressing the group, welcoming and thanking speakers as 

well as acting as mentors to their peers. 
 

Teens had the opportunity to participate in a choice of 13 

diverse and hands-on workshops, from environmental 

campaigning to freshwater life to primitive living and 

survival skills. Other memorable moments included 

canoeing, yoga, bird watching, swimming in Lake 

Couchiching, and a campfire with stories and songs that 

brought everyone together. Leadership expert and youth 

advocate Matt Tod delivered an inspiring keynote speech 

and the Great Group Challenge had teams facing off in fun 

challenges. Lastly, each participant developed a personal 

action plan on pressing environmental issues at the Action 

Planning Forum. 
 

As a result of the Youth Councilôs contagious energy, the 

group has now grown to include over 90 members from 

across the province. They are eagerly planning the 2017 

summit, along with spring pollinator planting events and 

educational workshops.  
 

We are grateful to the Toronto Field Naturalists for the 

ongoing support that has allowed us to make a lasting 

difference in the lives of young environmental leaders 

across the province. 
 

To learn more about the Nature Guardians Youth Program, 

please visit http://www.ontarionature.org/connect/

nature_guardians/index.php 

 

Youth as Ambassadors for Conservation 
 

By Sarah Hedges,  

Conservation and Education Coordinator, 

Ontario Nature 

LEAF  (Local Enhancement & Appreciation of Trees) 
 

 

As Spring approaches, LEAF provides opportunities to help you green your neighbourhood, including: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For details, visit www.yourleaf.org  

Backyard Tree Planting program Native Shrub Bundles 

Native Garden Kits Tree Tenders Volunteer training 

Adopt-a-Park Tree Program Young Urban Forest Leader training 

http://www.ontarionature.org/connect/nature_guardians/index.php
http://www.ontarionature.org/connect/nature_guardians/index.php
http://www.yourleaf.org/
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The Rubiaceae (madder or bedstraw or coffee family) is the fourth largest 
plant family with 615 genera and 13,150 species. It includes trees, shrubs, 
lianas, epiphytes and a few succulent or aquatic species. Family members are 
sources of coffee, quinine, various dyes including madder, and ornamentals 
including gardenia. A species introduced to Toronto, Galium verum (yellow 
bedstraw), has traditionally been placed among linens to give a pleasant 
freshly mown hay scent. 

The TFN Vascular Plants of Metropolitan Toronto (1994, 2nd ed.) recorded 
nine Galium species (bedstraws), five native and two perhaps native, and 
Mitchella repens (partridge-berry). The ROM Field Guide to Wildflowers of 
Ontario (2004) discussed three native and two introduced species. I include 
two native Galium species, G. triflorum (fragrant bedstraw) and G. palustre 
(marsh bedstraw), G. verum, and Mitchella repens. The Galium species I have 
selected are relatively easy to identify. 

G. triflorum, unlike the other (white-flowered) local species, has greenish-
tinted flowers. Like all local Galium, its flowers are tiny. They occur in 3-
flowered cymes (hence the species name triflorum). G. triflorum, uncommon 
in Toronto, has been recorded at Chapman Creek (Humber watershed), 
Warden Woods (Don), and at the Rouge. This species blooms from June to 
August in moist woods. The ROM Field Guide gives its range throughout 
Ontario except the extreme north and west. According to the US Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) it occurs throughout North America. 

G. palustre (marsh bedstraw), uncommon in Toronto, is distinguished by its 
habitat, very small leaves (up to 1.5cm long), and being a trailing species with 
numerous flowers in much-branched panicles. I found it in early July on the 
Leslie Street Spit. The TFN also recorded it at Todmorden Mills and Warden 
Woods (Don), the Toronto Islands and the Rouge. Its full range is Manitoba to 
Newfoundland, the Yukon, and much of the north half of the U.S. 

Locally rare, Mitchella repens (partridge-berry) is a forest species with 
trailing stems up to 30cm long. Its white flowers occur in pairs, either 
terminal or from leaf axils. They are about 10 to 16mm long with a trumpet-
shaped corolla. This species can bloom at any time from May to July. It was 
recorded by the TFN in Lambton Woods (Humber), the West Don and Rouge 
valleys. The ROM Field Guide gives its range as across the southern half of 
Ontario. Its full range is from Ontario to Newfoundland and the eastern half of 
the U.S. 

Members of the genus Galium are readily identifiable to genus. However, to 
identify most species requires a good hand lens and a guide showing all 
distinguishing characteristics. If any members choose to identify bedstraws to 
species, please provide images and/or data to the TFN. 

Peter Money 

TORONTO WILDFLOWERS: MADDER FAMILY 

Top to bottom: 

Yellow bedstraw, Galium verum 

Fragrant bedstraw, G. triflorum  

Marsh bedstraw, G. palustre   

Partridge-berry, Mitchella repens 

Photos: Peter Money 

WILDFLOWER ARTICLE INDEXES 
 

Peter Moneyôs wildflower articles, which we have been publishing 

in the newsletter since 2010, form a very valuable resource. We 

are happy to announce that, for easy reference, an index is now 

available on the Newsletter page of our website. You may search 

by family, genus or common name. We eagerly anticipate many 

more articles in this series.        

Ed. 
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NATURAL HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN TOAD 

Extracted from Familiar Amphibians and Reptiles of Ontario by Bob Johnson, published by Natural Heritage/
Natural History Inc for Toronto Field Naturalists, 1989. Reprinted with permission. 

The American toad is our most terrestrial amphibian, often 
found some distance from water. It is most active after 
rain and in the evenings. During the day it hides under 
leaves, boards and rock piles, or buries itself underground. 
The toad is often found in urban areas and gardens. 
 

Toads breed in April and May, but breeding dates are 
highly variable, depending on the speed with which local 
ponds warm in the spring. Generally, they breed after the 
spring-breeding species (spring peepers, wood frogs, 
chorus frogs) but before the 
summer species (green frogs, 
bullfrogs, mink frogs). Male 
toads sit along the shoreline on 
logs or on floating leaves of 
winter-killed plants to better 
expose their large vocal 
pouches. Their call is a long, 
uninterrupted 15 to 20 second 
trill that can be heard over 
some distance. The lower the 
temperature, the longer the 
trill. Their calls may be heard 
over an extended period 
because adjacent ponds, with 
different exposure to the sun, 
heat up at different rates. 
 

Toads prefer to breed in shallow 
warmer water, either in 
temporary ponds or shallow 
areas of large permanent ponds. 
Males arrive first, and always 
out-number the females which 
arrive over several days and 
leave immediately after 
depositing their eggs. Toads 
need to breed quickly, before 
temporary ponds dry up, so do not prolong the breeding 
period by establishing territories. Once the males arrive at 
a breeding pond, any moving object the size of a female is 
clasped in a breeding embrace. A female may attract the 
attention of several males. I have seen four or five males 
wrestling over a single female. I have watched hundreds 
of calling, wrestling, and breeding toads only to have them 
all disappear three days later, their tangled strings of black 
eggs being all that remained.  
 

Female toads lay their eggs in April, May and June. 
Unlike the globular masses of eggs laid by frogs, the 5000 
eggs laid by toads are in two parallel strings wrapped 
around submerged rocks, sticks and plants. The gel around 
each egg quickly swells in water. Sediment from the pond 
adheres to the gel which takes on the colour of the pond 
bottom and camouflages the eggs. The eggs develop 

quickly, hatching in about three days in warm water. The 
newly hatched tadpoles are embryonic with swollen heads 
and tail buds. If disturbed they are only capable of 
wiggling, so they usually cling to and feed on the 
remaining gel for 24 hours after hatching. 
 

With their short tails the black tadpoles are weak 
swimmers. They are usually found in dense schools and I 
have seen masses of them blown together in irregular drift 
lines along the edges of ponds. They recognize each other 

by means of water-borne chemicals 
and will congregate with those that 
smell familiar. The schooling of 
tadpoles has two advantages: their 
fanning tails stir up food particles 
from the substrate making feeding 
easier, and the schools confuse 
predators. 
 

In the weeks preceding metamor-
phosis, brown spots appear on the 
black tadpoles. Those about to leave 
the water congregate by the 
hundreds along the warm banks of 
ponds and streams. While basking 
increases body temperature and 
growth rate, it also makes the toads 
vulnerable to predation. I have 
watched a killdeer eating toadlets as 
it walked along the edge of a 
shallow stream. I also watched a 
garter snake leisurely moving along 
a line of toadlets. By simply turning 
its head left and right it was able to 
feed on them as it moved along and 
they seemed unaware of the danger. 
Some  survived simply because 
there were so many.  

 

The first toads leave the ponds in June and July, or as late 
as August further north. They are miniature replicas of 
adult toads and measure about 1 cm. Young toads move 
away from their ponds on rainy nights and many young 
and adults are killed as they cross roads. There have been 
efforts by concerned citizens to help toads at this time of 
year, including toad-crossing signs, ramps over roadside 
curbs, tunnels under roads and postponing mechanical 
street-sweeping. 
  

Toads spend the day underground in burrows dug with 
their hind feet. Little holes in your garden soil are good 
indicators that toads many be resting below. They emerge 
at dusk and often sit near lights waiting to feed on insects  
attracted to the light. Toads will feed on most 
invertebrates but prefer beetles, such as June bugs and 
moths. More recently, they have developed a fondness for 

American toad adult and tadpoles.   

Photos: Ken Sproule 


