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TFN MEETING …..VISITORS WELCOME 

 
Sunday, May 6, 2:30 pm (Social: 2 pm)  

 

Special meeting of members (see page 18) 
 

Indigenous Knowledge and Ecology 
 

Speaker: Deborah McGregor, Associate Professor and Canada Research Chair, 

 Indigenous Environmental Justice, will discuss indigenous knowledge systems  

and their application in ecological contexts. 

 
Emmanuel College, Room 001, 75 Queen's Park Cres E. Just south of Museum subway station exit, east 

side of Queen’s Park. Accessible entrance second door south on Queen’s Park. Elevator inside to the right. 

Room 001 is one floor below street level. For information: call 416-593-2656 up to noon on the Friday 

preceding the lecture.  

 

Share your thoughts about this lecture on social media, hashtag #TFNTalk  
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Toronto Field Naturalist is published by the Toronto Field 
Naturalists, a charitable, non-profit organization. Issued monthly 
September to December and February to May. Views expressed in 
the Newsletter are not necessarily those of the editor or Toronto 
Field Naturalists. The Newsletter is printed on 100% recycled 
paper.            ISSN 0820-636X 
 

IT’S YOUR NEWSLETTER! 
We welcome contributions of original writing (between 20 and 
500 words) of nature observations, especially in the Toronto area. 
We welcome reports, reviews, poems, sketches, paintings and 
digital photos. Please include “Newsletter” in the email subject 
line or on the envelope. Please re-name digital photos with 
subject and your name. In the accompanying email include 
location, date and any interesting information associated with the 
photograph. Submissions deadline for Sept issue: Aug 3. 
 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
Kathleen Brooks, Jenny Bull, Vivienne Denton, Karin Fawthrop, 
Nancy Fredenburg, Elisabeth Gladstone, Judy Marshall, Lynn 
Miller, Toshi Oikawa, Jennifer Smith, Wendy Rothwell (editor).  
Printing & mailing: Digital Edge Printing & Media Services Ltd. 

Toronto Field Naturalists, 2 – 2449 Yonge St, Toronto M4P 2E7. The office is open 9:30 am to noon on Fridays. 

Tel:  416-593-2656               Web: www.torontofieldnaturalists.org    Email: office@torontofieldnaturalists.org  

TFN is on Twitter and Facebook! Got something 

interesting to share? We’d love to get your 

photos and insights on TFN activities, Toronto 

nature events and interesting nature news. Just 

email media@torontofieldnaturalists.org and 

be sure to include what your photo is and where 

it was taken.  

 

To read posts, go to www.torontofieldnaturalists.org and 
click on Twitter or Facebook. 

President & Nature Reserves Charles Bruce-Thompson 

Past-President & Lectures Nancy Dengler 

Vice-President Jason Ramsay-Brown 

Secretary-Treasurer Bob Kortright 

 Elizabeth Block 

Outings Jane Cluver 

Newsletter & Membership  Vivienne Denton 
Promotions & Outreach, 

Webmaster, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Lynn Miller 

Finance  Anne Powell 

Environment Anne Purvis 

Lectures Alex Wellington 

Mission Statement:  
Toronto Field Naturalists connects people with 

nature in the Toronto area. We help people 

understand, enjoy, and protect Toronto's green 

spaces and the species that inhabit them. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
Online  Mailed  

Youth (under 26) 

Senior Single (65+) 

Single 

Senior Family  (65+) 

Family 

$10 

$30 

$40 

$40 

$50 

$20 

$40 

$50 

$50 

$60  

No HST. Tax receipts issued for donations. 

TFN does not give out its membership list. 

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
https://twitter.com/torontonature
https://www.facebook.com/TorontoFieldNaturalists
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

As it’s time for TFN membership renewals, and as this is 
the last newsletter you will receive until September, I 
thought it would be a fitting occasion to share a few of the 
many reasons why I believe being a member of Toronto 
Field Naturalists is so rewarding. Space is limited, so I 
have restricted my list to just ten, in no particular order: 
 
1. Eight lectures a year presented by experts in their 

respective fields covering a wide range of topics in 
centrally-located Victoria University in the University 
of Toronto. 

2. Meet and mingle with other members on outings, 
making friends and exchanging ideas on nature – and 
life in general. Participating in a TFN outing is a 
perfect social lubricant! 

3. Regular walking activity, even at the often leisurely 
TFN pace, improves your health in all sorts of ways. 
https://goo.gl/cmoYDr  

4. Discover the parts of Toronto that you may never have 
suspected were there, the parts you can’t see from a 
car, including the 10,500 hectares of wilderness that 
make up our ravine system. 

5. A great newsletter, delivered eight times a year to 
your door or server. My thanks and appreciation go 
out to our newsletter editor, Wendy Rothwell, and the 
Editorial Committee. 

6. Discover nature in its totality, not just birds and trees, 
but all the species that make up the network of life and 
the landscape in which they are situated.  

7. Forest bathing: time spent in green spaces and 
immersion in nature have been claimed to bestow a 
number of health benefits, including  improved 
cognitive functioning, mental health and physical  
well-being. http://www.yourbrainonnature.com/ 

 

8.  Heritage: Our outings are not exclusively devoted to 
appreciating and learning about nature. There are also 
outings that look at the city’s architecture, its history, 
geology and lost rivers. 

9.  Learn about the environmental issues affecting the 
status of our green spaces and the species living in 
them – including us. 

10. An average of 150 outings a year all around the city, 
the vast majority accessible by TTC. Based on a $40 
membership, this works out to 27 cents per outing! 

About item #10: congratulations to Margaret McRae, who 
arranges weekend outings and midweek outings in West 
Toronto, and Jane Cluver, who looks after midweek 
outings in East Toronto and evening rambles. Also thanks 
to all the outings leaders who make possible the outings 
for the next four months listed in this newsletter.  
 
All these benefits combine to help us achieve our mission: 
to connect people with nature in the Toronto area and help 
them understand, enjoy, and protect Toronto's green 
spaces and the species that inhabit them. I also invite you 
to join me in making a special donation to the TFN this 
year to help us meet these goals when you renew your 
membership. 
 
Regrettably, Vivienne Denton is leaving our board of 
directors after five years' service. We are going to miss her 
consistently good counsel and quiet efficiency. I am 
delighted and thankful that she has agreed to continue her 
valuable work on both the Lecture and Newsletter 
committees.  
 
I hope you all enjoy the rest of spring and summer, and 
that I will see you at an outing or outreach event. There 
are lots to choose from! 

Charles Bruce-Thompson 
president@torontofieldnaturalists.org 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
Membership fees for 2018-19 are due by June 30. 

 

If you wish to access the newsletter electronically: 
 
You may submit your renewal now. The fee schedule will be the same as last year.  
Go to the TFN website www.torontofieldnaturalists.org and click on Membership. 
Either renew online, paying by PayPal, or print the form and send it to the TFN office with your 
cheque. 
 
If you wish to receive a printed newsletter: 
 
Please await the result of the vote at the Special Meeting of Members on May 6 (see page 18).   
If we have your email address, we will advise you of the cost by email. 
If we don’t have your email address, we will notify you by mail enclosing a renewal form. 
 

https://goo.gl/cmoYDr
http://www.yourbrainonnature.com/
http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
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MONTHLY MEETING REPORT 

Moths of Thickson’s Woods 
 

April 8, 2018 
 

Phill Holder of the Matt Holder Environment Education 
Fund 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Phill and his family came to Canada from the UK in 1982. 

The family had always enjoyed birding and upon their 

arrival in Canada, Thickson’s Woods in Whitby was their 

first and favourite place to continue their birding 

experience. When their son Matt passed in 2011, Phill and 

his wife Sue created the Matt Holder Environment 

Education Fund and, with family friend Margaret Bain, 

wrote The Birds of Thickson’s Woods – Annotated 

Checklist in memory of their son, with all proceeds going 

to fund projects within the Thickson 

Wood’s Nature Reserve (see https://

www.mattholderfund.com/). 
 

Thickson’s Woods is 26 acres 

bisected by the Waterfront Trail and 

surrounded by industry. There are 

many ongoing projects to support 

the biodiversity within the woods 

including studies on birds, 

milksnakes, bats, moths, bumble 

bees, butterflies and dragonflies. 

There has been a noticeable decline 

in numbers of snakes in the past 

year, probably due to the poor water 

quality of the creek. 
 

Phill mesmerized us with beautiful 

pictures of varied wildlife observed 

within the woods, the most  

exceptional being close-ups of  

numerous moths spotted there. Many 

of them are rare with some, such as 

the alamo, assembly, and eggplant 

webworm moths, being  the first ever 

spotted in Canada. They range in size from micro moths, 

which are much smaller than a dime, to the polyphemus 

moth, which is bigger than a toonie. Beautiful moth 

species include the hologram moth that shimmers in the 

light, the pink-patched looper, the green marvel with its 

Viking cloak appearance, and the herald, which looks like 

a shield with burning embers. Other moths are so well 

camouflaged that they are difficult to detect. The hyppa 

moth, for instance, has a wood grain look and disappears 

when on a branch. 
 

Specialized traps are created for live catch and release 

without harming the moths. Studying and documenting 

moths provides valuable information, including 

determining the host plant favoured by different varieties.  
 

Prior to listening to Phill’s presentation, many of us had 

negative feelings about moths and 

associated them with an unattractive 

brown insect that would sometimes 

enter the home and chew holes in 

clothes. In fact, hundreds of 

different species have been observed 

at Thickson’s Woods, many as 

beautiful as butterflies. Whereas 

butterflies have standard common 

names, moths often do not. Many 

moths have just scientific Latin 

names that are more difficult to 

pronounce. As well as providing 

beauty to nature lovers, moths are a 

food source for bats and warblers 

and also provide plant pollination. 

 

Thickson’s Woods has shown that 

saving even the smallest amount of 

land is worthwhile, as it provides a 

home to many diverse and beautiful 

insects and creatures. 

 

Laura Thompson 

This incredible white-lined Sphinx moth was an 
unexpected find that thrilled us when we found 
it in one of our traps. One of the 1,006 species 
recorded at Thickson’s over the last three years. 

  

Volunteers Needed for Phoning 
  

TFN needs people to phone members who haven't renewed their memberships.  

This is done in the first week of August, after renewals have been recorded and in time for mailing the 

September newsletter.  

If you could help with this, please advise Margaret McRae at 416-429-7821 or marg.mcrae@gmail.com.   
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TORONTO’S NATIVE AND OTHER PENSTEMONS 

The genus Penstemon (beard-tongue) has been and still is considered by 
some authors to belong to the Scrophulariaceae or figwort family (see 
Flowering Plant Families of the World, V.H. Heywood et al, 2007 ed.). 
However, in The ROM Field Guide to Wildflowers of Ontario, 2004, it is 
placed in the Plantaginaceae or plantain family, based on then-recent 
DNA evidence. Also reassigned to this family is Chelone glabra 
(turtlehead), discussed in the 2011 December TFN newsletter. 
 

Of the over 200 species of Penstemon in North America only two, both 
considered locally rare, have been found in Toronto. According to the 
TFN’s Vascular Plants of Metropolitan Toronto (1994, 2nd ed.), 
Penstemon hirsutus (hairy beard-tongue) was only found in the Rouge 
valley. The ROM Field Guide shows it as confined to the area from the 
Georgian Bay ecoregion to the US border. According to the US Dept of 
Agriculture database, its full range is Ontario, Quebec and all of the 
northeast US. 
 

The TFN recorded P. digitalis (foxglove beard-tongue) only in the East 
Don watershed and on the Leslie Street Spit. The TFN and The ROM 
Field Guide reported this species native to Ontario but VASCAN 
(Vascular Plants of Canada) and the US Dept of Agriculture database 
show it as introduced to Canada. USDA range maps show it as native to 
all of the eastern half of the US except Florida and as introduced to 
Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The US range 
includes all states adjacent to these four provinces. It seems odd to me 
that occurrences in these states are considered native but the moment the 
Canada-US border is crossed they are considered introduced. 
 

Both species can be up to 90 cm tall.  P. hirsutus flowers are about 20 to 
30 mm long and pink or purple with white lips.  P. digitalis flowers are of 
similar size but pure white except for thin purple lines within the lips. The 
species can also be distinguished by their leaves, lance-shaped in the 
former and ovate in the latter. Both occur in open grassy areas and can 
bloom at any time from late spring to mid-summer. My photos date from 
late June. 
 

Of the multitudinous species in the western US the one shown, 
P. barbatus, was selected to demonstrate the brighter flower colours and shapes which 
evolved to attract pollinators in Arizona deserts. The other, P. glaber, is a typical sub-
alpine species from the American Rockies. 
 

Finding our local species where recorded by the TFN may present a challenge.  
However, both have been introduced to High Park, see  
http://www.highparkwildflowers.ca/penstemon. 

Article and photos by Peter Money 

 

From top: Hairy beard-tongue (Penstemon hirsutus); 

foxglove beard-tongue (P. digitalis); 

southwestern penstemon (P. barbatus); 

saw-sepal beard-tongue (P. glaber) 

Did you know?  

You can enlarge the print and pictures in the digital edition of our newsletter with just the click of your 

mouse. To get yours, make sure the TFN office has your email address. 

http://www.highparkwildflowers.ca/penstemon
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SPECIAL PROJECTS REPORT 

  

On May 8, 2017 a class of students from York University's 

Environmental Studies program visited Todmorden Mills 

for a couple of hours on a 

beautiful sunny day to plant 

trees, shrubs and herbs on a 

slope near the entrance to 

the site. The students 

learned about preserving our 

natural history through the 

planting of native plants. 

They participated with 

enthusiasm and we are most 

grateful for their efforts on 

this challenging east-facing 

slope, and for the support of 

their professor, Lorraine 

Johnson. 
 

This project achieved our 

goals to increase the value 

of this site for wildlife and 

present a more pleasing 

appearance for the entrance to the site. We planted a 

selection of salt-tolerant and diverse native plant material 

suited to the area. The switchgrass, Canada anemone, grey 

dogwood, staghorn sumach, junipers and white spruce that 

were planted will create an improved visual effect, 

replacing the previous monoculture of non-native grasses. 

At the bottom of the slope is a moist drainage area. Along 

this swale we planted highbush cranberry, swamp 

milkweed and blue vervain to supplement the little stand 

of narrow-leaved cattails and some spotted jewelweed. 

This mix of plants will increase the biodiversity so that 

there will be more shelter and food for foraging insects, 

birds and small mammals that use this small corridor 

connecting Todmorden to the nearby ravine areas. 
 

The blue vervain and large white flowers of highbush 

cranberry will 

attract the eyes of 

visitors as they 

enter the site and 

help us to achieve 

the goal of 

stimulating public 

interest in nature 

through the 

attractiveness of the 

native plants.  
 

During the rest of 

May and 

throughout the 

summer our 

Stewardship Team 

completed the 

plantings and also 

weeded and watered 

regularly to ensure the best survival possible. We gave out 

brochures about the Wildflower Preserve and TFN to the 

students and to other visitors throughout the rest of the 

year, explaining the importance of protecting nature in the 

city to preserve our natural heritage. 
 

Thank you, Toronto Field Naturalists, for funding this 

project that helped us celebrate Canada's 150th birthday!  

Slope Enhancement Project at Todmorden 
Mills Wildflower Preserve 
 

by Paula Davies 

York University Students Planting for the Slope Enhancement Project 
Photo: Paula Davies 

 
Youth Summit for Biodiversity 
and Environmental Leadership 

 

 
TFN will sponsor five young people 
(Grades 9 -12) from the GTA to 
attend Ontario Nature's Youth 
Summit, Sept 21-23, at YMCA 
Geneva Park in Orillia. 
 

Applications for a scholarship (worth 
$350) will be available from the TFN 
office.  
 

Email: 
office@torontofieldnaturalists.org 
with "Scholarship" in the subject line. 

 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many TFN 

members who contribute to our newsletter – those who 

write regular or occasional articles, those who share their 

nature photos or artwork, and those who keep us informed 

about TFN activities and important environmental issues. 

Thanks also to the editorial Newsletter Committee (see 

page 2) for their dedicated support in editing, formatting 

and proofreading the material.  
 

We would appreciate receiving your feedback and 

suggestions of subject matter that would be of interest to 

you.  
 

Please “keep in touch” by sharing photos and stories of 
your encounters with nature during the spring and summer. 

mailto:office@torontofieldnaturalists.org
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INSECTS AND SPIDERS IN A SUBURBAN GARDEN 
 

Collectively, suburban gardens can provide valuable habitat for wildlife, especially when planted with natives. On sunny 

summer afternoons a large stand of false dragonhead (or obedient-plant) in my garden always swarms with life. Here are 

some of the insects and spiders I’ve been able to photograph (and identify!) on this 2 m2 patch of Physostegia virginiana. 

Thanks to Bug Guide (bugguide.net), Ken Sproule’s Toronto Wildlife (toronto-wildlife.com), and the City’s Biodiversity 

Series which feature many of these invertebrates in the Butterflies, Bees and Spiders booklets.  Jenny Bull 

As well as bees, some wasps and flies pollinate flowers. 

Sometimes insects such as carpenter bee and mason 

wasp steal nectar by piercing the base of the flower. 

Giant swallowtail overwinters as a 

chrysalis while red admiral and 

monarch are migrants. 

This spider, below,  builds a horizontal web. The damselfly is 

hiding in the vegetation as it rests between forays for prey. 

Signal fly is so-called because  it waves 

its wings around as if signalling 

The ambush bug is 

waiting for prey to 

come near. The other 

two bugs feed on 

developing seeds of 

mint family plants like 

this false dragonhead. 

Sweat bee 

Giant Swallowtail 

Red Admiral 

Monarch 

Long-jawed Orb-Weaver Spider Forktail damselfly 

Signal fly Flesh fly 

Twice-stabbed Stink Bug Burrower bug 

Ambush bug Unknown fly 

Mason wasp 

Mason wasp Mud dauber wasp 

Honey bee 

Carpenter bee 

Bumble bee 

False dragonhead (Physostegia virginiana) 

https://bugguide.net/node/view/15740
http://toronto-wildlife.com/
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City Pollinator Strategy: Dave Barr represented the 
TFN as a Stakeholder in the development of this 
strategy (https://goo.gl/N1EjBp). Annemarie Baynton, 
Senior Environment Planner, Toronto, agreed to inform 
TFN when this matter comes before Council in April. 

Greenbelt Expansion: We responded to a request for 
Endorsement of the Ontario Greenbelt Alliance and Oak 
Ridges Moraine Land Trust recommendations about 
lands to be added to the Greenbelt. 
(http://www.protectourwaters.ca) 

Hydro One and the Oaks on Millwood: We followed 
up with Paul Dalmazzi about Hydro One's intentions to 
save the white oaks off Millwood. It appears they will 
be saved and TFN will be informed of Hydro's 
Biodiversity Initiative.  

Transform Yonge: Circulated to the Committee a 
request from Climatefast to Mayor Tory that bike lanes 
be added to Yonge between Sheppard and Finch, 
making it more climate-friendly.  
(http://www.climatefast.ca/carbonfreeTO) 

Neonicotinoids: Circulated and responded to a petition 
from the Suzuki Foundation to the Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency, requesting a complete ban on all 
uses of neonicotinoids in light of new evidence from 

Europe of the threat they pose to pollinators and aquatic 
larvae of many species.  
(https://davidsuzuki.org/project/pesticides/) 

North Gwillimbury Provincially Significant Wetland: 
Circulated and responded to a petition from North 
Gwillimbury Forest Alliance requesting that the Lake 
Simcoe Region Conservation Authority Board stop 
development on this provincially significant wetland.     
(http://www.savengforest.org/)  

Taylor Massey Creek and Lower Don: Nine TFN 
members attended a meeting hosted by Councillor Janet 
Davis to review the status of the City's Wet Weather 
Flow Plan (WWFP), the Taylor Massey Sub-watershed 
Plan and the multi-use trail planned for the East Don. It 
was encouraging to hear that funding is in place to start 
construction on the first and most southern part of the 
WWFP. (https://goo.gl/FHyJDa) 

Provincial Election Questions: Vivienne Denton and 
Anne Purvis developed a list of questions to be put to 
candidates in the provincial election, to keep 
environmental issues in the forefront. These have been 
posted to our website. () 

Anne Purvis 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE UPDATE  

 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
  

The nominating committee recommends this slate of nominees to the Board for the year 2018-2019: 
 

President: Jason Ramsay-Brown   Vice President: Anne Purvis 

Past President: Charles Bruce-Thompson Secretary-Treasurer: Bob Kortright 
  

Directors:   Due to retire in 2019: Elizabeth Block, Jane Cluver 

  Due to retire in 2020: Alex Wellington, Agneta Szabo 

  Due to retire in 2021: Paul Abell, Liz Menard, Bob Kortright    
 

TFN by-law No. 1, Section 5(g) provides that “any three members may submit, in writing, to the Secretary-Treasurer 

by July 15 the name of a candidate accompanied by the written consent of the nominee. Such nominations shall be 

published in the September issue of the newsletter and the names of such nominees shall be added to the list of 

candidates submitted by the Nominating Committee.” Nominations should be sent to the TFN office, 2 – 2449 

Yonge St., Toronto, ON, M4P 2E7. 
 

According to TFN by-law No.1, Section 5(b), “If an election is required it shall be by ballot mailed to all members. 

Ballots may be mailed to the auditor or deposited at the Annual General Meeting prior to the commencement of the 

meeting. The ballots will be tabulated by the auditor who shall announce the results.”  

Did you know?  

You can print the TFN Outings pages of the digital edition of our newsletter. Print only those 

pages and you'll have a convenient list to put in your pocket. To get the digital edition make 

sure the TFN office has your email address. 

https://goo.gl/N1EjBp)
http://www.protectourwaters.ca/
http://www.climatefast.ca/carbonfreeTO
https://davidsuzuki.org/project/pesticides/)
http://www.savengforest.org/
https://goo.gl/FHyJDa
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TFN OUTINGS 
 

 TFN events are conducted by unpaid volunteers. 

 TFN assumes no responsibility for injuries sustained by anyone participating in our activities. 

 Children and visitors are welcome at all TFN events. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 If you plan to bring children in a stroller, be aware that there may be steps or other unsuitable terrain.   

 Please do not bring pets. 

 To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules (www.ttc.ca or 416-393-4636).   

           Check for any schedule disruptions on weekends and allow extra time if necessary.  

 Outings go rain or shine: check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you will know what to wear. 

 Wear appropriate footwear for walking on trails which may be muddy, steep or uneven.  

 Please thoroughly clean your footwear before each outing to avoid spreading invasive seeds. 

The Toronto Field Naturalists wish to acknowledge this land through which we walk. For thousands of years it 
has been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississauga of the 

Credit River. Today it is still home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to 
have the opportunity to be on this land. 

Share your favourite walk photos on social media, hashtag #TFNWalk. 

Thurs 
May 3 
10:00 am 
  

TAYLOR CREEK PARK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Charles Chaffey. Meet at the northeast corner of O'Connor Dr and Coxwell Blvd (any #70 bus from 
Coxwell subway station) for a 3-hr circular walk on mostly unpaved and uneven surfaces with some steep slopes and 
stairs. No washrooms. 
 

Sat 
May 5 
1:30 pm 
  

WILKET CREEK PARK – Trilliums and Spring Nature 
Leader: Mary Taylor. Meet at the northwest corner of Eglinton Ave E and Leslie St for a circular walk. This area 
features an impressive population of white trilliums along with other spring wildflowers and is also an interesting area 
for migrating birds. 
 

Wed 
May 9 
6:45 pm  

CENTRAL WATERFRONT AND GARDENS – Evening Ramble 
Leader: Peter Iveson. Meet at the northwest corner of Bathurst St and Queen's Quay W beside the war memorial in 
Little Norway Park. Walk will end at the Music Garden. 
 

Thurs 
May 10 
10:00 am 
  

BRUNSWICK  HOUSE AND TWO CITY HALLS – Heritage Walk 
Leader: Richard Longley, former president of Architectural Conservancy Ontario. Meet at Brunswick House (Bloor 
and Bathurst) for a linear walk on mostly paved surfaces, mainly flat. Includes Brunswick House, Harbord Village, 
Kensington Market, Chinatown, The Grange, Osgoode Hall and two city halls. Bring camera. 
 

Sat 
May 12 
10:00 am  

CROTHERS WOODS – Nature Walk 
Leader: Margaret McRae. Meet at the northeast corner of Beechwood Dr and O'Connor Dr for a circular walk to 
check out spring wildflowers. Narrow, winding steep dirt trails. No washrooms. Morning only. 
 

Sat 
May 12 
10:30 am 
& 1:00 pm 
  

LESLIE STREET SPIT – Family Hike at Birding Festival  
Leaders: Anne and Jim Purvis. Meet at the park entrance at the foot of Leslie St for a family bird hike. The morning 
walk will hike south along the east shore of the spit and then cross over to the bird banding station. Participants will 
find their own way back to the main entrance. The afternoon walk will visit the baselands. Wear boots and bring 
binoculars. Walks will be 1.5 hrs. Please pre-register at https://goo.gl/5fSVGo for the morning walk or             
https://goo.gl/oz7Lc2 for the afternoon walk. If fully booked, come anyway and we will try to fit you in. 
 

Sun 
May 13 
1:30 pm 
  

AGGIE'S WILDFLOWER WALK – Humber Heritage Committee Nature Walk 
Leader: Madeleine McDowell. Meet at Lambton House, 4066 Old Dundas St. (#55 Warren Park bus from Jane 
subway station stops at the door.) Rediscover the world of Agnes Dunbar Moodie Fitzgibbon, daughter of Susanna 
Moodie and illustrator of Canadian Wildflowers (published in 1867). All of Aggie's specimens were from the Baby 
Point and Humber Valley area. Many of these flowers still survive in the Magwood Sanctuary. Approx 2 hrs ending at 
Lambton House for tea and a talk about Agnes. 
 

http://www.ttc.ca
https://goo.gl/5fSVGo
https://goo.gl/oz7Lc2
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Thurs 
May 17 
10:30 am 
  

HIGHLAND CREEK SOUTH – Nature Walk 
Leader: Linda McCaffrey. Meet at TTC stop on Kingston Rd at Lawson Rd for a circular walk on mostly paved 
surfaces, flat with some steep slopes and stairs. Starting at Colonel Danforth Park we will follow Highland Creek to 
Lake Ontario examining the natural shoreline, then along the bluffs through the bird sanctuary and return to Colonel 
Danforth Park. This is a long walk but there are convenient exit points along the way. Washrooms at start. 
 

Sat 
May 19 
10:00 am 
  

LESLIE STREET SPIT – Birds, Insects and Plants 
Leader: Bob Kortright. Meet at the park entrance at Leslie St and Unwin Ave for a circular walk on flat, mostly 
paved surfaces, about 12 km. Bring binoculars, lunch and water. A joint outing with the Toronto Bruce Trail Club. 
Washrooms available. 
 

Sun 
May 20 
2:00 pm 

GARRISON CREEK, ST CLAIR AVE TO CHRISTIE AND BLOOR –  Lost Rivers 
Leaders: Helen Mills and friends. Meet at 213 Winona (one block north of St Clair Ave W). This is Part 1 of a 
series of walks on the Core Circle, a blue-green liminal zone around the city’s downtown core. A 2.6 km walk down 
the Lake Iroquois shore-cliff (northern boundary of the Circle) and south to Bloor along this less-travelled part of 
Garrison Creek. A joint outing with Toronto Green Community. 
 

Tues 
May 22 
6:30 pm 
  

GLEN STEWART RAVINE – Evening Ramble 
Leader: Bob Kortright. Meet at Beech Ave, 50 m south of Kingston Rd for a joint walk with Friends of Glen 
Stewart. We will walk to Queen St and the beach looking at birds, insects and plants. Bring binoculars. Stairs and 
moderate slopes. Washrooms in cafes on Queen St. 
 

Wed 
May 23 
10:00 am 
  

HIGH PARK – Wildflowers 
Leader: Wendy Rothwell. Meet at the park entrance, Bloor St W at High Park Ave. A circular walk with some hills 
and rough terrain. Morning only. 
 

Thurs 
May 24 
10:30 am 

TORONTO ISLANDS – Birds 
Leaders: Anne and Jim Purvis. Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St for the 10:45 ferry to Ward's Island. 
We will bird along Lakeshore Ave, the Eastern Gap, Ward's Island Park and the Boardwalk. Washrooms available. 
Bring binoculars and lunch. This walk, at the peak of songbird migration, is for everyone including kids accompanied 
by adults. Buy your ferry tickets online to save time. 
 

Sat 
May 26 
1:00 pm 
  

TODMORDEN MILLS WILDFLOWER PRESERVE – Nature Walk 
Leader: Paula Davies. Meet at the entrance to the Wildflower Preserve at Todmorden Mills, 67 Pottery Road for a 
circular walk. We will look for signs of spring wildlife and check out work done by the stewards. Dirt trails and some 
stairs. Washrooms available. 
 

Sun 
May 27 
1:30 pm 
  

HIGH PARK – Trees and Shrubs 
Leader: Bohdan Kowalyk. Meet at the park entrance at Bloor St W and High Park Ave for a circular walk on 
mostly unpaved and uneven surfaces with some steep slopes. Washrooms at end of walk. We will see black oak 
woodlands, invasive species and introduced endangered and threatened species. About 2 1/2 hours (3 km). 
 

Tues 
May 29 
7:00 pm 

GLEN STEWART RAVINE - Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Linda McCaffrey. Meet at the corner of Main St and Kingston Rd for a linear walk on mostly unpaved and 
uneven surfaces with some steep slopes and stairs. The Glen Manor ravine is delightful with its clear meandering 
creek but this lovely creek has been severed along its southern stretch where it is undermining the foundations of 
several houses. 
 

  

FOR ENJOYMENT OF OUTINGS 

 Bring your family and/or friends, but ... NO pets allowed 

Wide brimmed hat for protection from sun 

Long sleeves for protection from mosquitoes, 

poison ivy, thistles, nettles and ticks 

Long pants for protection from mosquitoes, 

poison ivy, thistles and ticks (tuck in your shirt) 

Long socks for protection from ticks (tuck your 

pant legs into the socks) 

Light-coloured clothing – easier to spot ticks 

Hiking boots or running shoes  

Rainwear 

Sun glasses, sun screen and insect repellent  

Binoculars and camera 

Water or other beverage and a snack   

TTC Ride Guide (free), map, notebook and pen 
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Wed 
May 30 
10:00 am 
  

ROUGE PARK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Judy, from Rouge National Park. Meet at Glen Rouge campground parking lot on Kingston Rd east of 
Sheppard Ave E, Port Union for a circular walk on the Mast Trail. Steep slope and some stairs at beginning and end of 
walk. Take bus #85 from Don Mills subway station or Rouge Hill GO station to Sheppard Ave E and Kingston Rd. 
Then walk about 1 km east to Glen Rouge campground entrance. Bring binoculars. 
 

Sat 
June 2 
10:00 am 

TAYLOR CREEK PARK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Margaret McRae. Meet outside Victoria Park subway station for a circular walk to look for wildflowers and 
whatever nature has to offer. Lunch optional. Several dropout points. 

Sun 
June 3 
1:30 pm 

HUMBER RIVER – Nature Walk 
Leader:  James Eckenwalder. Meet at Old Mill subway station for a circular walk along the Humber. We will walk 
south on the west bank. We recommend long sleeves and long pants. No washrooms. 
 

Tues 
June 5 
10:00 am 
  

SENECA COLLEGE KING CAMPUS – Nature walk 
Leader: Charles Chaffey. Meet outside the main entrance to Garriock Hall, 13990 Dufferin St., King City (pay 
parking nearby). York Region #88 Bathurst bus runs from the regional bus terminal adjoining Finch subway station 
to Garriock Hall, taking one hour (Information: 905-762-2100).  Our circular walk will be about 6 km on mostly flat 
but sometimes muddy trails through this rural property on the Oak Ridges Moraine. Washrooms available. Bring 
lunch and water. We’ll be back in Toronto about 4 pm. Questions? charles.chaffey@sympatico.ca or 416 752-2897. 
 

Wed 
June 6 
7:00 pm 
  

SMALL'S  CREEK (A Lost River) – Evening Ramble 
Leader: Linda McCaffrey. Meet at Woodbine subway station, east side, for a 1-hr linear walk on mostly paved 
surfaces, flat with some steep slopes and stairs. We will trace the course of this creek which enjoys daylight in some 
spots. It discharged into Small's Pond, now Orchard Park, thence into Lake Ontario. Walk ends at Queen St E between 
Kingston Rd and Coxwell Ave, where you can take a bus to the subway. 
 

Sat 
June 9 
10:00 am 
  

CENTENNIAL PARK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Claire Bergeron. Meet outside the LCBO at Burnhamthorpe Mall. From Islington subway station take 
Burnhamthorpe bus #50 to Old Burnhamthorpe Rd just past Renforth Rd bus stop. Cross the street to the mall. A 2-hr 
circular walk. Washrooms available at the Conservatory (approx 20 minutes from beginning of walk). 
 

Sun 
June 10 
1:30 pm 
  

YONGE/LAWRENCE TO ONTARIO SCIENCE CENTRE – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Ed Freeman. Meet at the southeast corner of Yonge St. and Lawrence Ave E for a linear walk with stairs, 
mostly unpaved surfaces with some steep slopes. We will follow Burke Brook and the West Don River to the Ontario 
Science Centre looking for nature and urban artifacts. Washrooms at end of walk. 
 

Tues 
June 12 
7:00 pm 
  

RIVERDALE PARK EAST – Evening Ramble 
Leader: Vivienne Denton. Meet at Broadview subway station for a circular walk on mostly unpaved surfaces with 
gentle slopes. We will walk around Riverdale Park East looking at the naturalized areas, in particular the experimental 
phragmites eradication project. We will also look for birds and other wildlife. As we head back up Broadview Ave we 
can admire the view of the city in the sunset. Washrooms at end of walk. 
 

Thurs 
June 14 
1:30 pm 
  

EAST ALONG THE OLD SHORE OF ASHBRIDGE’S BAY – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Ed Freeman. Meet at the southeast corner of Jarvis St and The Esplanade for a linear walk on mostly paved 
surfaces, mainly flat with gentle slopes, no stairs. East to Corktown Common, across the Don River and along Lake 
Shore Blvd E. We will see changes from past industrial uses to current and proposed office and residential uses. Bring 
curiosity. Washrooms at end of walk. 
 

Sat 
June 16 
10:00 am 
  

EAST  DON PARKLAND – Nature Walk 
Leader: Barbara Jackson. Meet outside Second Cup on the south side of Steeles E Ave at Laureleaf Rd between 
Bayview and Leslie for a circular walk on mostly unpaved and uneven surfaces with some steep slopes and stairs. We 
will explore the northern part of the East Don Parklands, looking for birds, plants, late spring wildflowers and the 
amazing trees of the area, and noting re-naturalization. Paved pathways are available if other paths are too muddy. 
Bring binoculars and water. Washrooms at beginning of walk. 
 

Sun 
June 17 
2:00 pm 
  

WATERFRONT, SPADINA QUAY TO SUGAR BEACH – Lost Rivers 
Leaders: Helen Mills and friends. Meet at Spadina Quay, Queen’s Quay W at the bottom of Spadina Ave. This is 
Part 2 of a series of walks on the Core Circle, a blue-green liminal zone around the city’s downtown core. Connecting 
from the May walk, we continue east along the lake for 2 km. Fish tales at Spadina Quay, the Deep Lake Cooling 
Project, the wave decks and what lies below them, early maps and images of the shoreline 200 years ago and the story 
of sugar. A joint outing with Toronto Green Community. 
 

Wed 
June 20 
1:30 pm 
  

MARITA PAYNE TO LANGSTAFF PARK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Alex Wellington. Meet at the northeast corner of Dufferin St and Glen Shields Ave. (Dufferin #105 bus 
from Sheppard West subway station goes to Steeles Ave; then walk 10 minutes north.) A circular walk. 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=13990+Dufferin+St.,+King+City&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=York+Region+%2388+Bathurst&entry=gmail&source=g
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Sat 
June 23 
1:30 pm 

EGLINTON FLATS AND TOPHAM POND – Nature walk 
Leaders: Peter Iveson and Margaret Meredith. Meet at the bus stop at the southeast corner of Eglinton Ave W and 
Jane St (bus from Jane subway station). We will observe plant life and waterfowl. Walk will end at a coffee shop at 
Eglinton Ave W and Weston Rd. Washrooms should be available. 
 

Sun 
June 24 
1:30 pm 
  

GLENDON RAVINE AND BURKE BROOK – Nature Walk 
Leaders: Nancy Dengler and Anne Purvis. Meet at the southeast corner of Bayview Ave and Lawrence Ave E for a   
3-hr walk through Glendon College campus, West Don River floodplain (chance of seeing Baltimore checkerspot 
butterfly) and lower Burke Brook. Mostly flat TRCA trails with steep climb near end. Washrooms at start. Bring 
drink, snack and binoculars. 
 

Tues 
June 26 
6:45 pm 
  

CHERRY BEACH  AND BEYOND – Evening Ramble 
Leader: Richard Partington. Meet at the bus stop at Cherry St and Commissioners St (bus 72A from Pape subway 
station or 172A from King subway station). Mostly paved surfaces, mainly flat. Walk will end at the foot of Cherry 
St. Washrooms available. Bring binoculars. 
 

Wed 
June 27 
10:00 am 
  

WEEDS PART 1 
Leader: Miles Hearn. Meet outside the entrance to Warden subway station for a circular walk on mostly flat terrain. 
This is part 1 of 4 walks where we'll be looking for plants that get around on their own, struggle for light, nutrients 
and water, and thrive without direct intervention (sometimes called weeds). Up to 2 1/2 hours. Bring binoculars and 
field guide if you wish. 
 

Sat 
June 30 
10:00 am 
  

LESLIE STREET SPIT – Nature Walk 
Leader: Charles Bruce-Thompson. Meet at the entrance to the spit at the foot of Leslie St at Unwin Ave for a 
circular walk. We’ll go at least as far as the bridge on cell 3 checking out TRCA shoreline enhancements and the 
newly created wetland in cell 2, and will visit the banding station. About 3 hrs. You can drop out at any point and 
head back along the road to the park entrance. Washrooms available. Bring binoculars and lunch if you intend to stay 
for the entire walk. Take #83 bus from Donlands subway station to Commissioners and Leslie. Parking available. 
 

Wed 
July 4 
1:30 pm 

TREES AND ARCHITECTURE PART 1 
Leader: Richard Partington. Meet at the southeast corner of Charles St W and Queen's Park Cres opposite the 
planetarium. We will take a 2-hr circular walk considering things architectural and arboreal. 
 

Thurs 
July 5 
6:30 pm 
  

WOODBINE PARK AND BEACH – Evening Ramble 
Leader: Bob Kortright. Meet at the southeast corner of Eastern Ave at Coxwell Ave. We will walk through Kew 
Gardens to Queen St. Mostly flat. We will look at birds and plants. Bring binoculars. Washrooms at end. 
 

Sat 
July 7 
10:00 am 
  

WINDFIELDS PARK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Nancy Dengler. Meet at the southwest corner of Bayview Ave and York Mills Rd for a circular 2-hr walk 
along the mid-section of Wilket Creek Ravine as far south as Post Rd. We plan to see many examples of stream 
erosion, an oxbow lake in the making, an old dam and pond, the "big woods" on Wilket Creek floodplain and some 
summer wildflowers. Washroom in Second Cup at York Mills Plaza. 
 

Sun 
July 8 
12:15 pm 
  

JIM BAILLIE NATURE RESERVE -– Birds and Plants 
Leader: Miles Hearn. Meet at the entrance to the JBNR, 749 Fowler's Rd, at 12:15 pm. Contact Margaret McRae at 
416-429-7821 or marg.mcrae@gmail.com by July 3rd to arrange carpooling. Bring lunch and water. Wear long pants, 
long sleeves, hiking or rubber boots and mosquito repellant. 
 

Wed 
July 11 
6:45 pm 
  

TREES AND ARCHITECTURE PART 2 – Evening Ramble 
Leader: Richard Partington. Meet at the northwest corner of St George St and College St. Our walk will wind 
around the east side of St George St ending at Hoskin Ave. We will consider things architectural and arboreal. 
 

Thurs 
July 12 
10:00 am 
  

TODMORDEN TO THE DISTILLERY DISTRICT – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Ed Freeman. Meet at the entrance to Todmorden Mills on Pottery Rd for a linear walk in the Don Valley on 
mostly paved surfaces, mainly flat with gentle slopes and some stairs. We will walk along the Lower Don Trail and 
west to Distillery District looking for birds and summer flowers among other things. Bring lunch and binoculars. 
Washrooms at end of walk. 
 

Sat 
July 14 
10:00 am 
  

HISTORIC LAMBTON PARK -– Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Madeleine McDowell. Meet at Lambton House, 4066 Old Dundas St. (#55 Warren Park bus from Jane 
subway station stops at the door.) We will take a 2-hr+ circular route with some stairs, mostly unpaved and uneven 
surfaces with some steep slopes. We will climb the steps to Dundas St W and cross into the park. We will compare 
changes over the past century and a half with photos and accounts of previous adventures. The habitat is Carolinian 
oak savannah. We will follow the Humber back to Lambton House where we will have a cup of tea. Bring lunch or 
snacks. Binoculars and cameras might be useful. Washrooms at beginning of walk. 
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Sun 
July 15 
2:00 pm 
  

EASTERN WATERFRONT, SUGAR BEACH TO CORKTOWN COMMON – Lost Rivers 
Leaders: Helen Mills and John Wilson. Meet on the south side of Queen’s Quay, just east of Lower Jarvis. This is 
Part 3 of a series of walks on the Core Circle, a blue-green liminal zone around the city’s downtown core. A 2-km 
walk through Sugar Beach, Sherbourne Common, the First Parliament site, West Don Lands and Corktown Common, 
all crown jewels of our Waterfront Revitalization initiative. Level pavement with plenty of washrooms. A joint outing 
with Toronto Green Community. 
 

Wed 
July 18 
1:30 pm 
  

TREES AND ARCHITECTURE PART 3 
Leader: Richard Partington. Meet at the northwest corner of College St and Queen's Park Cres. We will take a 2-hr 
circular walk considering things architectural and arboreal. 
 

Thurs 
July 19 
7:00 pm 
  

TOMLIN'S CREEK (A Lost River) – Evening Ramble 
Leader: Linda McCaffrey. Meet at Main subway station for a 1-hr linear walk on mostly paved surfaces, flat with 
some steep slopes and stairs. We will trace the course of Tomlin's Creek as it meanders through what was once the 
Village of East Toronto. Despite repeated interments, this feisty little creek sometimes breaks out on a residential 
property. Washrooms at beginning of walk. Walk ends at Kingston Rd and Woodbine Ave. 
 

Sat 
July 21 
10:00 am 
  

ROSEDALE RAVINE – Literary Nature Walk 
Leader: Jason Ramsay-Brown. Meet at the southeast corner of St Clair Ave E and Avoca Ave (a short walk east 
from St Clair subway station). A 3-km linear walk through the Vale of Avoca and Park Drive Reservation and into the 
pages of works by Douglas Anthony Cooper, Margaret Atwood, Catherine Bush and others. Some stairs and steep 
inclines and an unregulated crossing at Mount Pleasant Rd. Hike will end at the Brick Works where you can catch a 
bus or walk back via Moore Park ravine and the cemetery. Bring water and curiosity. 
 

Sun 
July 22 
1:30 pm 
  

MARIE CURTIS PARK ALONG ETOBICOKE CREEK – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Ed Freeman. Meet at the Long Branch Loop (west end of #501 streetcar route) for a linear walk on mostly 
unpaved and uneven surfaces with some steep slopes. We will walk from Marie Curtis Park north along Etobicoke 
Creek to Tim Horton's at Sherway Gardens Mall. Washrooms at end of walk. 
 

Wed 
July 25 
10:00 am 
  

WEEDS PART 2 
Leader: Miles Hearn. Meet outside the entrance to Broadview subway station for a circular walk on mostly flat 
terrain. This is part 2 of 4 walks where we'll be looking for plants that get around on their own, struggle for light, 
nutrients and water, and thrive without direct intervention (sometimes called weeds). Up to 2 1/2 hours. Bring 
binoculars and field guide if you wish. 
 

Sat 
July 28 
10:00 am 
  

CEDARVALE RAVINE – Nature Walk 
Leaders: Kayoko Smith and Michael Donnan. Meet at the St Clair West subway station north (Heath St) entrance 
for a circular walk. We will focus on tree and plant identification and stories of plants. Coffee stop afterwards. 
 

Sun 
July 29 
1:30 pm 
  

WEST DEANE PARK – General Natural History and Trees 
Leader: James Eckenwalder. Meet at the parking lot on the west side of Martin Grove Rd just north of Rathburn Rd 
for a circular walk. No washrooms. #48 Rathburn bus from Royal York subway station at 12:52 pm. 
 

Wed 
Aug 1 
1:30 pm 
  

TREES AND ARCHITECTURE PART 4 
Leader: Richard Partington. Meet at the northwest corner of St George St and College St. Our walk will wind 
around the south end and west side of St George St ending at Wilcox. We will consider things architectural and 
arboreal. 2 1/2 hours. 
 

Thurs 
Aug 2 
6:30 pm 

LIFE BY BURKE BROOK – Evening Ramble 
Leader: Janet Langdon. Meet at the parking lot at the corner of Lawrence Ave W and Chatsworth Dr (Lawrence 
Park Collegiate). Some steep hills. Walk will end in Alexander Muir Gardens. 
 

Sat 
Aug 4 
10:00 am 
  

RESTORATION AND CITIZEN SCIENCE IN THE DON VALLEY – Nature Walk 
Leader: Jason Ramsay-Brown. Meet at the corner of O'Connor Dr and Beechwood Dr (not Beechwood Cres!). 
Bring water and curiosity. Discover how the industrial legacy of the Don Valley has been transformed into natural 
heritage. A  4-km circular walk visiting the Beechwood Wetland and Cottonwood Flats, the site of an ongoing TFN 
ecological monitoring program. No washrooms. 
 

 

 

LYME DISEASE - TAKE MEASURES TO PROTECT YOURSELF 
  

To check out Toronto Public Health's Lyme Disease Fact Sheet, visit https://goo.gl/rSVGcv  

 or call 416-338-7600. 

https://goo.gl/rSVGcv
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Sun 
Aug 5 
1:00 pm 
  

TAYLOR CREEK PARK – Junior Naturalists Nature Walk 
Leaders: Jason Ramsay-Brown and Anne Purvis. Meet in the Taylor Creek Park parking lot on the west side of 
Dawes Rd for a circular walk. Junior naturalists, parents, caregivers and friends, join the TFN for activities and 
exploration in Taylor Creek Park. Learn about some of the amazing animals and plants that call Toronto home. Bring 
water, binoculars if you have them and come prepared to walk some steep hills, uneven ground and to get a bit dirty.  
 

Mon 
Aug 6 
11:00 am 
  

TORONTO ISLANDS – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Paul Overy. Meet at the ferry docks in time for the 11:15 ferry to Hanlan's Point. If possible, buy your ferry 
ticket online to save time. An end-to-end walk from Hanlan's Point to Ward's Island exploring some of their rich 
natural and human history. Mostly unpaved surfaces. There are washrooms and snack bars but it’s best to have water, 
snacks and appropriate attire for the weather. There will be options to leave about halfway along at Centre Island. 
 

Wed 
Aug 8 
6:30 pm 

HIGH PARK – Evening Ramble 
Leader: Wendy Rothwell. Meet at the entrance to High Park on Bloor St W at High Park Ave for a circular walk 
focusing on wildflowers. Some hills and rough terrain. 
 

Thurs 
Aug 9 
10:00 am 
  

SCARBOROUGH SHORE – Nature Walk 
Leader: Linda McCaffrey. Meet at the TTC stop on Kingston Rd at Ravine Dr for a 3-hr circular walk on mostly 
unpaved and uneven surfaces, flat with some steep slopes and stairs. We will follow the Doris McCarthy Trail through 
Gates Gully to Lake Ontario, then through another ravine up to the Guild Inn, returning to our starting point along the 
top of the bluffs. Participants can exit at the Guild Inn. Washrooms at end of walk. 
 

Sat 
Aug 11 
10:00 am 
  

TWO RAVINES AND MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Richard Longley, former president of Architectural Conservancy Ontario. Meet at Rosedale subway station 
main entrance for a linear walk on mostly unpaved and uneven surfaces with some steep slopes. We will walk to 
Rosedale Ravine, north to Mount Pleasant Cemetery, and through the cemetery to the top of Yellow Creek ravine/
David Balfour Park, ending at Sherbourne subway station. Wear hiking boots or strong running shoes. Bring 
binoculars, camera, water and munchies. 
 

Sun 
Aug 12 
1:30 pm 
  

CENTRAL WATERFRONT PARKS – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Richard Partington. Meet at the Princes' Gates south of Strachan Ave to wander through Coronation Park, 
Little Norway Park and the Music Garden where, if we're lucky, we may attend a free concert at 4 pm. 
 

Wed 
Aug 15 
10:00 am 
  

CHATSWORTH  RAVINE – Nature Walk 
Leader: Nancy Dengler. Meet at the southeast corner of Yonge St and Lawrence Ave E by Locke Library for a 2-hr 
circular walk along Upper Burke Brook, the site of the TFN's earliest ravine study. Some stairs, paved sidewalks, 
some unpaved surfaces, mainly flat with gentle slopes. Washroom at library. 
 

Sat 
Aug 18 
1:30 pm 
  

HIGH PARK AND SWANSEA – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Ed Freeman. Meet at the High Park subway station upper level by bus bay for a linear walk on mostly 
paved surfaces, with some steep slopes and stairs. No washrooms. A walk through High Park, past West Pond and a 
couple of "lost" ponds ending on the Queensway. 
 

Sun 
Aug 19 
2:00 pm 
  

PORT LANDS AND NEW MOUTH OF THE DON RIVER – Lost Rivers 
Leaders: John Wilson and friends. Meet at the TTC stop at the foot of Cherry St. This is Part 4 of a series of walks 
on the Core Circle, a blue-green liminal zone around the city’s downtown core. A 3-km walk past future Villiers 
Island to Corktown Common. See progress creating a new Don River mouth and excavation for the future Promontory 
Park. Level pavement with washrooms at start and end. A joint outing with Toronto Green Community. 
 

Wed 
Aug 22 
10:00 am 
  

WEEDS PART 3 
Leader: Miles Hearn. Meet outside the entrance to Victoria Park subway station for a circular walk on mostly flat 
terrain. This is part 3 of 4 walks where we'll be looking for plants that get around on their own, struggle for light, 
nutrients and water and thrive without direct intervention (sometimes called weeds). Up to 2 1/2 hrs. Bring binoculars 
and field guide if you wish. 
 

Sat 
Aug 25 
10:00 am 
  

LOWER DON RIVER – Nature Walk 
Leader: Margaret McRae. Meet at the northeast corner of Beechwood Dr and O'Connor Dr for a circular walk in the 
Don Valley. We may visit Crothers Woods, Sun Valley, Beechwood Wetlands, Cottonwood Flats and Todmorden 
Mills Wildflower preserve. Bring lunch. Washroom at Todmorden Mills. 
 

Sun 
Aug 26 
2:00 pm 

THE GUILD – Nature Walk 
Leader: Bob Kortright. Meet at the flag pole in front of Inn for a circular walk with Friends of the Guild. Mostly 
flat, steep slope optional. Washrooms at start and end. Bring binoculars. 
 

Tues 
Aug 28 
10:00 am 
  

EARL BALES PARK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Charles Chaffey. Meet at the southeast corner of Bathurst St and Raoul Wallenberg Rd. (Parking lots are 
just to the east off Raoul Wallenberg Rd.) Take the #7 Bathurst bus to Bainbridge Ave. Our 3-hr circular walk will be 
on trails with a few steep places. Morning only. No washrooms. 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=7+Bathurst&entry=gmail&source=g
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WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 

May 2017 
May brought some of the wettest spring conditions in 
recent years. The wet weather was more remarkable for 
its persistence than its intensity. Rainfall totals were 
about twice the long-term average: downtown had 157.3 
mm while Pearson Airport had 142.6 mm. This was the 
airport’s 4th wettest May on record. The wettest was in  
1942, with 208.5 mm, so 2017 wasn’t even close. 
Downtown’s weather record goes back to 1840, about a 
hundred years longer than Pearson. Here May came in a 
respectable fifth place: after 1894 (238.6 mm), 1942 
(172.5 mm), 1868 (195.1 mm) and 1858 (162.1 mm). 
Temperatures were variable, consistent with the unsettled 
conditions. Overall it was quite cool (the coolest since 
2008) due to frequent cloud cover. The monthly mean 
temperature downtown was 12.9° (1.6° below normal), 
while at Pearson it was 12.6° (1.0° below normal). 
Daytime maximum temperatures were particularly low, 
but there was one hot blast that came on the 17th-18th. 
Pearson Airport recorded a high of 30.1° on the 18th. 
 

Spring 2017 
Overall the spring was wet and cool. Below-normal 
temperatures in March and May slightly offset the warm 
April. The March-to-May period was the 4th-wettest on 
record at Pearson Airport, with a total of 321.0 mm 
(normal is 200 mm). Downtown, we had the third wettest 
spring: 336.4 mm. The record wettest was 1942 at 
Pearson Airport, with 369.0 mm. 
 

Amid all of this, Lake Ontario rose to record levels, at or 
even a bit above the previous 1973 record. Toronto Island 
was closed to the public due to flooding. The switch from 
drought to flooding in six months was remarkable, but 
local rainfall was only a small part of the story. The 
bigger part was the fact that Lake Ontario’s water level is 
regulated by dams on the St Lawrence Seaway. Because 
flooding downstream in Quebec forced agencies to hold 
Lake Ontario’s water back, what would have been a 
moderate increase in lake levels (as in the other Great 
Lakes) became record-breaking. 
 

June 2017 
June was a variable but unremarkable month except that 
wet weather continued to drench the northeastern parts of 
the Greater Toronto Area, while downtown and west-end 
stations such as Pearson Airport were just slightly wetter 
than normal. 
 

There were fairly strong cool spells on the 5th-7th and 
25th-27th. In between were hot spells on the 10th-12th 
and 16th-18th. Pearson dipped to 8.3° on the 7th and rose 
to 33.1° on the 12th. It was an active month with frequent 
fronts and troughs. Unstable and cool but moisture-rich 
air produced periodic thunderstorms. Areas from 
Markham to Uxbridge had local flooding on the 17th, 
23rd and 26th. The rains on the 23rd were the most 

extensive of these events across the GTA and had some 
connection to Tropical Storm Cindy which made landfall 
in western Louisiana the previous day. Lake Ontario 
levels remained very high as well. A storn in the 
northeast on the 26th produced flooding of roads and low 
places as it fell on top of already-saturated ground. 
 

Overall, the monthly mean temperature was close to 
normal, averaging 19.2° downtown and 19.4° at Pearson 
Airport. Lake Ontario, swollen and cold, overcame the 
effects of the urban heat island this month and the centre 
of the city averaged cooler than the suburbs. Rainfall 
downtown was 81.7 mm and at Pearson it was 97.2 mm. 
These values are about 5-20 mm above normal, though 
they were probably higher further east. However, heavier 
June rains occurred as recently as 2015 and 2010 with 
close to 200 mm in some places. 
 

July 2017 

July was humid but slightly cooler than normal with 
frequent light rains (10-11 days with measurable rainfall). 
The monthly mean temperature was 21.8° at both Pearson 
and downtown (normal at the airport, 0.7° cooler than 
normal downtown) with daytime maximum temperatures 
being cooler due to plenty of clouds. 
 

In spite of giving the distinct impression of continuing 
this year’s wet trend, July actually had lower-than-normal 
rainfall at the two main Toronto weather stations: 57.8 
mm downtown (normal is 73.7 mm) and 37.6 mm at 
Pearson (normal is 75.7 mm). This strange state of affairs 
was due to the absence of heavy downpours at the two 
weather stations in question where there were frequent 
light showers. Most of the bigger storms remained 
northeast and southwest of Toronto. The exception was 
July 20th, when downtown got 27.0 mm. 
 

There were no strong weather systems passing through 
our area, and no extension of the Bermuda high pressure 
towards the Great Lakes, which would have brought heat. 
Extreme heat stayed over the central USA and points 
westward. Therefore, July was a month of no extremes. 
There were just two days when it hit the thirties 
downtown and three at the airport. The 19th was the 
hottest day with a high of 31.1° downtown and 31.8° at 
Pearson. Conversely, there were no nights that cooled 
below the mid-teens. 
 

August 2017 
This was the coolest August in nine years with a notable 
drop in temperature during the final week. Most of the 
month was uneventful with near-normal temperatures and 
continuing fairly high humidity. Rainfall was sporadic 
and generally below normal downtown, while close to 
normal in the suburbs. There were frequent, but sporadic 
and non-severe, thunderstorms. 

Continued on page 16 
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WEATHER continued from page 15 
 
The solar eclipse on August 21st was noteworthy. While 
areas of the USA to the south and west had a total eclipse, 
it was partial here. Skies were clear, which made for good 
viewing, and it was our single 30-degree day this month. 
 

A pattern change was ushered in by a strong cold front on 
August 22nd – our first significant weather system in many 
weeks which brought three lines of showers and 
thunderstorms. Thereafter, it remained sunny, cool and dry 
for the remainder of the month. Mean temperatures ended 
up being about 1 below normal, i.e. 20.7° downtown and 
20.0° at Pearson. It was the coolest August since 2008. 
Rainfall was 74.8 mm at the airport, just slightly above 
normal but in other parts of the city it was below normal. 
The downtown station had some weather data missing, but 
amounts were in the neighbourhood of 30 mm. 
 
 

Summer 2018 
The meteorological summer period (June to August) ended 
up being fractionally cooler than the 30-year average, with 
a slightly warm June, slightly cool July, and distinctly cool 
August (at least in the latter part of the month). Thus, the 
summer mean at Pearson Airport was 20.4° (normal 20.6°) 
and downtown it was 20.6° (normal 21.3°). It was not a 
wet summer in the end. The spring and early part of the 
summer was indeed very wet, but conditions in July and 
August were somewhat drier than normal in spite of 
frequent hit-and-miss showers and high humidity. Rainfall 
downtown was around 170-180 mm (normal 219 mm), 
while at Pearson, it was 209.6 mm (normal 218.7 mm). 
The water levels in Lake Ontario remained very high into 
early August and then dropped significantly as the dam on 
the St Lawrence Seaway in Cornwall was able to release 
more water. 
 

Gavin Miller 

IN THE NEWS 

Toronto’s Oldest and Largest Tree Threatened? 

A massive 300-year-old red oak, which could be 

Toronto’s oldest and largest tree, is being threatened by 

the homeowner who purchased the property it is on. The 

homeowner, who only speaks through his realtor Waleed 

Khaled Elsayed, is demanding that the city purchase his 

Coral Gable Dr property for over market value or he will 

cut down the tree. The tree is recognized but not 

designated as a heritage tree so only has the weak 

municipal code to protect it.* 
 

Mayor John Tory is sidestepping leadership on the issue 

by calling on neighbours to launch a crowdfunding 

campaign to judge “if there is sufficient interest” in saving 

the tree before committing to take action. The City tried to 

buy the property in 2015 but the owner did not return their 

calls.  
 

If you feel strongly that this tree should be saved, you 

could call or write Mayor John Tory or your local 

councillor to voice your concern. 
 

* In July, 2016, a developer cut down 40 trees, many of 

which were over 100 years old, on both sides of Bayview 

Ridge at Bayview Avenue without a permit and was fined 

$155,064. In July, 2017, a developer cut down two 50 year 

old trees on Waxwing Place with a permit.  

 

More Trees Under the Axe  

The City of Pickering and the Toronto and Region 

Conservation Authority (TRCA) are cutting down around 

160 in the tiny Rotary Frenchman’s Bay West Park. 

Residents are understandably upset over what they see as 

clearcutting and say that, although the city informed 

residents of the road widening reconstruction plans, they 

didn’t know the tree felling would be so extreme. 
 

Richmond Hill residents are frustrated with their town’s 

lack of protection for mature trees. Recently a 100-year-

old black walnut tree was significantly damaged during 

construction, including roots being cut or exposed to air. 

In 2017, the Town of Richmond Hill only laid 3 charges 

against builders or developers for failing to implement 

required tree protection measures. 
 

 

South Bruce Peninsula vs Piping Plovers 

The continuing battle over the grooming of Sauble Beach 

has been taken to the next level with the Ministry of 

Natural Resources and Forestry’s decision to issue a stop 

order this spring with the potential to fine the town up to 

$300,000. Sauble Beach has one of the scarce dune 

ecosystems where the endangered piping plover lives and 

breeds.  
 

Beach grooming, which includes bulldozing and tilling the 

sand, makes the beach look good for tourists but destroys 

the habitat for birds. The Mayor of South Bruce Peninsula 

has repeatedly ignored the Ministry’s orders to protect the 

plover’s habitat. The beach was groomed last fall and the 

mayor planned to do it again this spring before the 

Ministry stepped in. 

Lynn Miller 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER   
 

Spring Flowers with Animal Names 
Unscramble these names to fill in the spaces below.   

Note: One of them is used twice. 
 

 NKUSK       SYSUP       LCOST       OTUTR 

 
 

1. This strange plant sprouts even before spring, creating 

warmth that melts the snow around it. Because it has a 

nasty smell, we call it __________cabbage. 
 
 
 
 

2. We love to feel these fuzzy buds that appear in spring. 

Because they are like soft fur, we call them _________ 

willows. 
 

 
 
 

3. This pretty yellow flower blooms early in the spring, but its 

leaves appear later. The shape of  the leaf is like an 

animal’s hoof, so we call the  plant _________foot. 

 
 
 

 

4. This unusual spring flower looks so much like an 

animal’s paw, we call it   ______toes.  

 
 
 
 

5. This dainty spring flower blooms in the woods. Because 

the blotches on its leaves remind us of a fish, it is called 

_______ lily.  

 

 

Answers on page 23.  By Wendy Rothwell            Photos by Ken Sproule  

except #4: Wendy Rothwell 

 

Attention Junior Naturalists! Visit TFN online (http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org/kids/) to view 

fascinating nature videos, download brain teasers, print nature scavenger hunt sheets, and get 

inspired to explore nature in our city. 

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org/kids/


TFN 636-18  Toronto Field Naturalist May 2018

 

FOR READING 

 

Birds of Toronto was the first booklet in the Toronto 

Biodiversity Series, all compiled by groups of volunteer 

naturalists and artists. In the course of subsequently 

preparing Butterflies, Mammals, 

Fishes, Reptiles and Amphibians, 

Spiders, Mushrooms, Bees and 

Trees and Shrubs of Toronto, 

improvements were made to the 

format which originated in the 

Birds booklet. To incorporate 

such improvements, a team came 

together last year to produce a 

2nd edition of Birds of Toronto, 

with representatives of BSC (Bird 

Studies Canada), FLAP (Fatal 

Light Awareness Program), the 

ROM (Royal Ontario Museum), 

Rouge Park, TRCA (Toronto Region Conservation), 

Toronto Zoo, City Planning and TFN (yours truly). Much 

has been rewritten with new photos, and it has been 

expanded from 45 to over 90 pages.  
 

New sections include Early Toronto Ornithology, 

Newcomers and Birds, Urban Ecology, Bird Language, 

Climate Change, Birds and the Law, Birding Ethics, 

Keeping Common Birds Common, Colonial Waterbirds, 

Gulls, Cormorants, Hawks and Falcons, Owls, Corvids, 

Aerial Insectivores, Birding Basics, Citizen Science, Cats, 

Dogs, and Subsidized Predators. We hope that this book 

will become available at Toronto libraries in May. 
  

Bob Kortright 

 

This large format book (9“ x 12”) is illustrated with 

amazing photographs of the Canadian shield as observed 

around Georgian Bay. The text explains the geology (the 

age of the shield rocks), the effect of the ice ages on the 

landscape and reasons the lake levels fluctuate. It also 

discusses the area’s animals, plants, human history and art. 

Anyone who has travelled through the region will find 

much of interest and much to learn from this book.  
 

Helen Juhola 
 

 

Bugs Rule! has helped me to sort out why I like specific 

insects, and learn more about them, and also explore 

insects that don’t attract my attention. 
 

Bugs Rule! is a rewarding read for anyone interested in 

broadening their general knowledge of the phylum 

Arthropoda, that “live among us, primarily the insects, but 

also some of their relatives, such as arachnids, millipedes, 

centipedes, and a few crustaceans.” 
 

The book itself is a weighty, well-designed high-quality 

glossy production of over 400 pages. There are many 

excellent photographs and the text is full of fascinating 

information written in an informal style.  
 
 

Jan McDonald 

Birds of Toronto: A Guide to their  

remarkable world, 2nd Edition 
 

City of Toronto Biodiversity series 

Georgian Bay: Discovering a Unique North 
American Ecosystem  
 

Edited by Nick Eyles 
Fitzhenry and Whiteside, 2017 

Bugs Rule! 
 

by Whitney Cranshaw and Richard Redak 
Princeton University Press, 2013 

Willow fly-catcher, Col.  

Samuel Smith Park,   

May 2010.  

Photo: Ken Sproule 

  

SPECIAL MEETING OF MEMBERS 
  

Sunday, May 6, 2:30 pm, Room 001, Emmanuel College, 75 Queen’s Park Cres 
  

As reported in the April newsletter, due to the increased cost of printing our newsletter, a Special Meeting of 
Members will be held prior to the lecture on May 6 to discuss and vote on the following motion: 
 

It is moved that TFN Annual Membership Fees be as follows:  
Family - $50, Single - $40, Senior Family - $40, Senior Single - $30, Youth - $0.  
All members shall be entitled to the digital edition of our newsletter.  
Members who also wish to receive mailed newsletters will pay a $30 annual surcharge. 
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The best birding would most often be defined by birders 
as the most species found in a defined period of time. By 
this definition, we can look to ebird.ca for numbers of 
species found in hotspots in Toronto in a day, month, 
year, or since records began. 
The top five in the last category 
are Tommy Thompson Park (the 
Spit), Toronto Islands, Col Sam 
Smith Park, Ashbridge’s Bay 
Park, and High Park, in that 
order. These lakefront sites are 
the top birding destinations in 
Toronto because they provide 
waterbirds year-round, and lots  
of birds in migration, refueling 
after crossing the lake in spring 
or before crossing the lake in 
fall, or migrating along the band 
of natural habitat of most of our 
lakeshore. They also provide 
diverse natural habitats, and lots 
of birders are attracted by the reputation of these 
hotspots.  
 

In spring, there is the additional attraction that the cool 
lake water retards leaf-out of trees along the lake, so 
songbirds are easier to see than in warmer spots inland.  
In addition, some major food sources, such as midges, are 
abundant only close to the lake where their larval stages 
grow up. In fall, soaring migrants are often concentrated 

along the lakeshore by north(west) winds as they try to 
stay over land to take advantage of thermals not present 
over the lake.  
 

However, the best birdwatching 
is that which suits you, which 
might be at a bird feeder near 
your kitchen window, in a shrub 
or tree or overhead in a ravine, 
garden, park or street, or a 
raptor nesting on the ledge 
outside your office window. 
 

Similarly, the best time for 
birding might be the time that 
suits you best, but most bird 
activity generally happens soon 
after sunrise when the birds are 
hungriest after fasting overnight 
and their insect prey has 
become visible and active. 
Some insects have particular 

times of day for swarming on nuptial flights; birds and 
bats adapt to these periods and places of abundance. In 
addition, some birds, such as shorebirds at the beach, are 
much more visible before dogs and their humans start 
invading their habitat. 

Bob Kortright 
 

Ed: A detailed website about birding on Toronto Islands 
is: http://www.ofo.ca/site/page/view/articles.torontoislands 

Q&A – WHERE AND WHEN IS THE BEST BIRDWATCHING IN TORONTO?  

Blackburnian warbler on Leslie Street Spit.  

Photo: Ken Sproule 

2018 Great Canadian Birdathon 
Birdathon proceeds support research and conservation 
across Canada through the Baillie Fund. Last year’s 
Birdathon raised over $230,000. Simply register, ask your 
friends and family to support your effort, choose any day 
in May, and go birding. Go to https://goo.gl/46wg1a 
  

2017-18 Christmas Bird Count for Kids 

Fifty-eight events across the country gathered young 
birders to identify and count winter birds. An impressive 
142 species were reported! The top five most commonly-
observed birds were: Black-capped chickadee, mallard, 
downy woodpecker, white-breasted nuthatch, and dark-
eyed junco. More at: https://goo.gl/GZqA8y  
 

Great Backyard Bird Count Results  
Participants in 155 countries recorded 6,310 species with 
176,905 checklists submitted. Canada recorded 251 species 
with 14,008 checklists. Once again, northern cardinal was 
the species observed on the greatest number of checklists. 
Dark-eyed junco and mourning dove rounded out the top 
three. The species observed in the greatest numbers was 
the snow goose, with nearly five million individuals 

reported. Go to https://goo.gl/dQmf9G for details. Use the 
“Explore a Region” tool to see the number of species 
reported in your province or county, or to view maps of 
species distributions.  
 

International Progress to Conserve Canada Warblers 
Important research is underway to understand the ecology 
of the Canada warbler on its wintering grounds in the 
Colombian Andes. Specific habitat needs, the relative 
importance of shade-grown coffee plantations and factors 
driving population declines are being investigated, with the 
aim of informing targeted conservation action. More than 
80% of the global population breeds in Canada. Owing to 
population declines approaching 75% since 1970, the 
species was federally recognized as Threatened in 2008. In 
2014, it was added as a species of high conservation 
concern by the United Nations Environment Programme 
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of 
Wild Animals – a global environmental treaty. Read about 
the research, part of the Canada Warbler International 
Conservation Initiative (CWICI), at: https://goo.gl/zbo2eU  

NEWS FROM BIRDSTUDIES CANADA 
Extracted from www.birdscanada.org/news/ 

https://ebird.org/canada/region/CA-ON-TO/hotspots?yr=all&m=
http://www.ofo.ca/site/page/view/articles.torontoislands
https://goo.gl/46wg1a
https://goo.gl/GZqA8y
https://goo.gl/dQmf9G
https://goo.gl/zbo2eU
http://www.birdscanada.org/news/
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TREE OF THE MONTH: BASSWOOD (TILIA AMERICANA) 

Basswood is the only linden presently native to North America, though the 
fossil record shows other species. It closely resembles the more numerous 
Eurasian linden species in form, bark, twigs, leaves, flowers and fruits. It is 
common in Toronto, probably found in every natural forest stand within the 
city limits, though is usually not numerous at any one place. In cultivation, 
however, it is far outnumbered by introduced Eurasian lindens, especially 
European littleleaf linden (Tilia cordata) and common linden (T. × europaea), 
though current city planting programs are giving the native tree more 
prominence.  
 

The clearest difference between basswood and the most common introduced 
lindens is a distinctive arrangement of its numerous stamens. These are 
separate from one another in the other species but clumped in basswood into 
five bundles (or fascicles) attached at the base of five petal-like staminodes 
(conventionally interpreted as modified stamens without functional pollen), 
each directly facing one of the five larger petals. The flowers secrete abundant 
(drippy, sticky) nectar; hence all lindens are famous for yielding highly-prized 
honey. 
 

In early spring, while the sap is flowing before bud-burst, you may be lucky 
enough to see a grey squirrel seeking out a sweet treat, systematically peeling 
a slender branch and scraping off the inner bark with its teeth to get at the 
linden syrup. This leaves visible traces in the form of skeletal, bone-white 
branches standing out among their dark intact neighbours in the canopy.  
 

The bark on its trunk is one of the clearest examples of how ridged and 
furrowed bark forms as a tree outgrows its skin. As the older, outermost bark  
on young trees is stretched by the addition of new wood and bark layers 
within, it cracks and splits rather obviously, opening up vertical fissures that 
gradually deepen in the mature bark, the ridges always narrower at their tops 
than at the bottoms of the furrows.  
 

Sometimes basswood trunks are found growing in a ring, with or without the 
stump of their clonal parent still evident at the centre. This reflects the 
vigorous suckering at the base of trunks characteristic of lindens. Thus many 
homeowners engage in an annual “twig-cut” on the expanding burl-like 
swelling surrounding the base of their city-owned lawn trees. 
 

Basswood and other lindens are readily distinguished from our other tree 
genera in almost all their morphological characteristics, including their 
distinctive, round, few-scaled buds in winter and asymmetric, heart-shaped, 
arc-veined leaves in summer (of which basswood’s are the largest at up to 40 
cm long on vigorous sucker shoots). However, they have one feature that is 
weird. You will have noticed, from early summer into fall, the large elliptical 
bracts, each one supporting a cluster of flowers, later of fruits, and 
participating in the wind dispersal of the attached group of small nuts.  
 

Continued on next page  
 

 From top: 
Basswood heart-shaped leaves; flowers with 
staminodes and clustered stamens; trunk 
showing bark splits and sapsucker holes.  
Photos: Ken Sproule 
 

Twig tip of Tilia x europaea showing winter buds 
and a fruiting bract in the axil of a tattered 
foliage leaf. Photo: J. Eckenwalder 
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BASSWOOD  continued  
 
What is so weird about this arrangement? Two anomalies 
are that the inflorescence, a reproductive branch system, 
appears to be emerging from the centre of a bract, a 
modified leaf, and that this bract is itself in the axil of an 
ordinary foliage leaf. This is counter to our understanding 
of the basic organization of shoot systems in seed plants, 
in which branches (almost) always grow from buds in the 
axils of leaves, not out of their midveins, and leaves are 
not found directly in the axils of other leaves.  
 
 

These anomalies are explained by studying fossil lindens. 
The earliest lindens had a perfectly normal inflorescence  
architecture, with a peduncle (inflorescence stalk) in the 
axil of a foliage leaf and with a smaller bract at its tip 
supporting the flower cluster. Through the course of the 
Tertiary period and probably under selection for improved 
wind dispersal, the peduncle gradually became winged, 
the wing merging smoothly with the bract in texture and 
colour. You can still see remnants of this process in a 
change in venation and sometimes a slight notch in the 
edges of the modern bract right at the point where the 
flower cluster emerges. 

James Eckenwalder 

EXTRACTS FROM OUTINGS LEADERS’ REPORTS 

Earl Bales Park, Mar 3.  Leader: Stephen Smith. 
While walking through the fields and young forest at the 
south end of the park, we discussed recent construction 
and plantings. People asked about seed sources, forest 
succession and native/non-native species. We compared 
black walnuts and (hybrid) butternuts, and a few species 
of oaks, pines and poplars. We discussed how walnuts 
kill other tree species and saw pines suffering from 
walnut poisoning. There 
was abundant natural 
regeneration of walnuts, ash, 
cherries, basswood and 
sugar maples. We discussed 
some of the more prominent 
tree diseases seen and how 
the soils in the park affect 
plant species that grow 
there. We saw a downy 
woodpecker, red-tailed 
hawk, raven and a pair of 
mourning doves. 
 
 
Lynde Shores and 
Cranberry Marsh, 
Whitby, Mar 8.  Leader: 
Stephen Kamnitzer. We 
saw 26 species of birds 
including American black 
duck, long-tailed duck, 
bufflehead, common goldeneye, wild turkey, Cooper's 
hawk, herring gull,  downy woodpecker, two blue jays, 
American crow, northern cardinal, many black-capped 
chickadees, red- and white-breasted nuthatches, an 
eastern towhee, American tree sparrow, song sparrow, 
white-throated sparrow, dark-eyed junco, numerous red-
winged blackbirds and common grackle. We also saw six 
deer in two groups, and red and grey squirrels.  
  
 

Birds, Leslie Street Spit, Mar 17.  Leader: Bob 
Kortright. Sighting of a first -year Iceland gull at the 
outer harbour marina engendered considerable discussion 
of distinctions among glaucous, Thayer's and herring 
gulls. We saw the usual mallards, black ducks, redheads, 
scaup, goldeneye, longtails, red-breasted merganser and 
gadwall. Embayment D contained bufflehead, a flock of 
goosander (a better term than common merganser, no?) 

and a pair of hooded 
mergansers to complete the 
merganser trifecta. After a 
great black-back gull near the 
bridge, we found mute and 
trumpeter swans, including 
many greyish young, a few 
wigeon and a canvasback, a 
small flock of shoveler, a 
snowy owl from the 
endikement road, and great 
views of a red-tailed hawk near 
the staff house.   
 

Pine Hills Cemetery, Mar 24. 
Leader: D. Andrew White.  
We focused mostly on tree 
identification. Birds seen 
included cardinal, crow, ring-
billed gull, Cooper’s hawk, red-
tailed hawk, red-breasted 
nuthatch, turkey vulture and 
downy and hairy woodpeckers. 

 

A Cool Walk along the Humber, Mar 31.  Leader: Ed 
Freeman. In the woods opposite the Lambton Golf and 
Country Club, where someone coats some trees with fat 
and spreads bird seed around, we watched red-winged 
blackbirds eating and listened to a chorus of birdsong. 
Among other birds were: downy and hairy woodpeckers, 
mourning dove, red-tailed hawk and robins. Some grey 
squirrels scampered across the woodland floor.  

Red squirrel at Lambton Woods, May 2014. 

Photo: Ken Sproule 
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COMING EVENTS 
 

If you plan to attend any of these events, we recommend that you contact 
the organizing group beforehand to confirm time and place. 

Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks – Toronto Ornithological Club  (www.torontobirding.ca) 
Aimed at the intermediate birder, but beginners also welcome. Free to the public. 

 Sat May12, 7:30 to noon. High Park. Leader: Caroline Biel. Meet at the parking lot inside the Bloor St entrance to the park at 
High Park Ave. Warblers, orioles, sparrows, hummingbirds. 

 Wed May 16, 6:30 to 8:45 pm. Ashbridge’s Bay. Leader: Bob Kortright. Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore 
Blvd E and and Coxwell/Ashbridge's Bay Drive. Spring migrants. 

 Sat May 19, 8 am to afternoon. Toronto Islands. Leader: Adam Capparelli. Meet at the ferry docks to catch the 8:15 a.m. 
ferry to Hanlan’s Point. (Fare required.) Late spring migrants. 

 Sat May 26, 7:30 am to noon. Colonel Samuel Smith Park . Leader: Kevin Seymour. Meet at the most southerly parking 
lot. Whimbrels and other migrants. 

 Sun June 3, 7:30 to 11am. Earl Bales Park. Leader: Leslie Kinrys. Meet at the Earl Bales Community Centre parking lot, 
4169 Bathurst St (at Sheppard). Songbirds, waterbirds and waders. 

 
High Park Walking Tours (www.highpark.org) 

1st and 3rd Sundays of each month from 10:30 to noon. Meet at the benches south of the Grenadier Restaurant. 

Information: 416-392-6916 or walkingtours@highpark.org 

 

Natural Environment and Community Programs, City of Toronto (https://goo.gl/S79U1H) 

 Sat May 5.  Tree planting at Downsview Dells; Crothers Woods Trail Day   

 Sat May 12.  Tree planting at Cedarvale Park and Beare Hill Park. Trail Clean-up at ET Seton Park 

 Tue May 15.  Tree planting at Milliken District Park 

 Sat May 26. Tree planting at Heathercrest Park  

 Thurs May 31.  Tree planting at Earl Bales Park  

 Tues June 5.  Milliken District Park Stewardship 

 Sat June 16.  Crothers Woods Trail Day 
 

Toronto Entomologists Association (www.ontarioinsects.org) 

The TEA conducts field trips during the summer. Everyone is welcome. 

 
Tommy Thompson Park Bird Festival (www.springbirdfestival.ca) 

Sat May 12, 7 am - 2 pm.  

 
Colonel Samuel Smith Park 9th Annual Spring Bird Festival 
Sat May 26, 10 am – 2 pm. 
 
LEAF: Leslieville Tree Festival (www.yourleaf.org/leslieville-tree-festival)  

Sat June 16, 12 noon to 4 pm. Leslie Grove Park (Queen St E and Jones Ave). This free, fun-filled celebration of our urban forest 
includes activities for the whole family! 

Continued on next page 

May 6.  The Amazing Birds of the Park, Brian Bailey 
May 20. Visiting the Zoo 
June 3.   Seeing Toronto’s Oak Savannah  
June 17. Plants and Flowers, Ron Luft 

July 8. Invasive Plants and Animals, Stephen Smith 
July 22. Caterpillars, Moths, and Butterflies, Don Scallen 
Aug 5. Insects and their Habitats, Taylor Leedahl 
Aug 19. Oak Savannah Wildflowers and grasses, Karen Yukich 

 

TFN LECTURES – FALL  2018 

Sept 9 – Suzanne MacDonald, Professor of Psychology, York University:  
Urban Raccoons of the GTA: Are we making a smarter raccoon? 
 
Oct 14 – Jean Iron, Past President, Ontario Field Ornithologists, and noted bird expert:  
The 2017 Ashbridge’s Bay Flood: gulls and shorebirds 
 
Nov 4 – Larry Peterson, Professor Emeritus, Botany, University of Guelph:  
Life Underground: Plants interacting with beneficial fungi. 
 
Dec 2 – Mark Stabb, Program Director, Central Ontario-East, Nature Conservancy of Canada:  
Lake Iroquois Plain: Legacy of a Lost Lake.  

http://www.torontobirding.ca
http://www.highpark.org
https://goo.gl/S79U1H
http://www.ontarioinsects.org
http://www.springbirdfestival.ca
http://www.yourleaf.org/leslieville-tree-festival
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Answers from page 17 
 

1. Skunk cabbage       2. Pussy willow      3.Coltsfoot       4 Pussytoes   5. Trout lily 

 

NATIVE PLANT SALES 
 

High Park Stewards Native Plant Sale (https://goo.gl/4Lpv3i) 

 Sun May 20, 11 am - 2 pm. In front of the Greenhouse. Cash only. Large orders       

available only after 1 pm. Proceeds support the work of High Park Volunteer 

Stewardship Program and native plant restoration in High Park. 
 

NANPS Plant Sale (http://nanps.org/nanps-plant-sale-locations/) 
 Sat May 5, 9:30 - 2:30 pm. Toronto Botanical Garden 

 Sun May 27, 12 - 4 pm.  Christie Pits Park 
 

Toronto Botanical Garden (https://goo.gl/hQBAkG)  
 May 11 - 14. Fri, 10 am to 8 pm; Sat - Sun, 10 am to 5 pm 
 

Purple coneflowers 

Photo: Wendy Rothwell 

COMING EVENTS continued from previous page 
 

Ian Wheal Walks 

 Fri May 11, 6:30 pm. Garrison Creek, Animal and Human Oasis in Early Toronto. Meet at the entrance to Christie subway station. 

 Sun May 13, 1:30 pm. Planning the Perimeter of High Park “Mud Walls are in, Sandhills are out.”  Meet at the southeast corner of 

Parkside Dr and The Queensway. Walk will end near Bloor St W and Runnymede Rd. A 10-km walk. 

 Fri June 15, 6:45 pm. Timber Wolf Trails rendezvous (Fairbank Junction, 1870s). Meet at the northwest corner of Caledonia Rd 

and Eglinton Ave W. A 6-km walk. 

 Fri June 22, 6:45 pm. Planning the Perimeter of Riverdale Park (1880-94). Meet at the entrance to Riverdale Library, Broadview 

Ave and Gerrard St E. A 7-km walk. 

 Fri June 29, 6:30 pm. Onion Farmers and Market Gardens of Black Creek. Meet at Gunns TTC loop, north side of St Clair Ave W, 

west of Keele St. 

 Sun July 1, 1:30 pm. “Sleepy Hollow” walk on Rail Boxcar Camp (1930s). Meet at south entrance to Victoria Park subway 

station. 8 km. 

 Sat July 14, 11 am. Bike/Walk –  Canadian Horse Trail (pre-1939), Finch to the Rouge River and beyond. Meet at southeast corner 

of Bayview Ave and Finch Ave E. 

FLAP is 25 years old    Extracted from http://www.flap.org/  
 

The Fatal Light Awareness Program (FLAP) was born 25 years ago out of a desire to 
prevent night-migrating birds from flying into the lights shining from office towers. 
FLAP soon learned that window collisions during the day far eclipsed the night-time 
issue...both in homes and corporate buildings. Since then all our efforts have been 
poured into protecting migratory birds from the life-threatening dangers of human-
created environments. 
 

Through tireless advocacy and community engagement, and thanks to a network of 
devoted volunteers, FLAP Canada has accumulated invaluable data on the bird/
building collision issue both during the day and night. Through strong partnerships, 
we are developing municipal and national standards and policies, and helping to 
create effective bird-collision deterrent solutions. Our expertise has gained world 
renown and influenced the private sector, homeowners and governments to save 
birds.  
 

For a list of 25 years of achievements, go to http://www.flap.org/milestones.php. 

Yellow warbler in the Lower Don. 

Photo: Ken Sproule 
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Bloodroot and wild blue lupins in High Park. Photos: Wendy Rothwell 


