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PRESIDENTôS REPORT 

In writing this, my first President's Report, I spent some 

time reading similar submissions by our past presidents. 

Charles Bruce-Thompson, Nancy Dengler, Margaret 

McRae, Bob Kortright and Wendy Rothwell have each 

brought their own unique contributions to our community 

in a continuum spanning the last decade. It was, I'm not 

embarrassed to say, a humbling experience. As long-time 

TFN members know well, the nature of our organization is 

one of constant and subtle metamorphosis, strongly 

influenced by the personalities of board members, 

volunteers and the world around us. To see these 

transformations articulated with such clarity was both 

motivating and a little daunting. 
 

Bruce gave TFN a 

model presidency under 

countless novel 

circumstances. It would 

be easy to celebrate his 

leadership and good 

grace here, but I hope 

you'll instead allow me 

the indulgence of 

talking not of Bruce the 

TFN president, but 

about Bruce, my friend. 

We met about seven 

years ago on my first 

day as a volunteer on 

the Todmorden Mills 

Wildflower Preserve 

Stewardship Team. 

While team leader, Paula 

Davies, would certainly have inspired me to continue 

returning as often as I have, Bruce in no small way helped 

seal the deal that day. He is a gentleman of unique 

character, exuding a wonder and reverence for our natural 

world that touches all who meet him. His kindness and 

gratitude are inspiring. His quick wit keeps a smile on the 

faces of those that surround him, particularly on those long 

drives to Jim Baillie. His utter contempt for buckthorn is 

the stuff of legend. I'm blessed to call him a friend, and 

grateful to inherit from his presidency. Thank you, Bruce, 

for everything.  
  
While Bruce already thanked our retiring board members 

Anne Powell and Nancy Dengler in last month's 

newsletter, I feel it necessary to extend my own thanks as 

well. Their clear judgment, firm resolve, steadfast 

oversight and great compassion for people and nature alike 

will be sorely, sorely missed. I'm grateful that we will all 

continue to benefit from their contributions to TFN in 

other ways. Thanks again, Anne and Nancy, from all of us. 

 

 

It is with balancing pleasure that I get to welcome new 

faces to the board! Ellen Schwartzel brings us an 

incredible depth of experience in environmental policy, 

having been with the Environmental Commissioner of 

Ontario for over 20 years, serving as Deputy 

Commissioner (2014-2018) and as Acting Environmental 

Commissioner for part of 2015. Liz Menardôs success and 

passion as a visual artist and educator add a new 

dimension to the board's makeup. And Agneta Szabo 

brings the learned perspective of a botanist and analyst for 

organizations like Indigenous and Northern Affairs 

Canada, Ministry of Natural Resources and Cole 

Engineering. On behalf of the whole of TFN, many thanks 

to each of you for 

joining the board. 
 

All my recent 

reflections have made 

me more aware than 

ever of what I'll assert 

as the most precious 

hallmark of TFN: the 

great generosity of our 

community. Our 

dedicated volunteers 

summon into existence 

everything from our 

annual program of 140+ 

walks to deputations at 

City Council. Our 

donors have 

empowered the 

acquisition and 

maintenance of our nature reserves, offset the costs of our 

mailed newsletter and allowed us to "pay it forward" to 

initiatives that fulfil our mandate where we haven't had the 

ability to directly engage ourselves. Month after month, 

members contribute fascinating articles and beautiful 

photographs to our newsletter, website and archives. This 

list hardly scratches the surface. To say that TFN couldn't 

exist without these remarkable contributions would be an 

understatement of epic magnitude. TFN is what it is 

because of each of you. For that, we all owe a deep debt of 

gratitude. 
 

It's a responsibility of the president to open the office to 

members on Friday mornings, and I hope that you'll stop 

by sometime soon. I'd love to better understand what TFN 

means to you, and to hear your ideas for how TFN can best 

deliver upon our mandate. Most importantly, I'd like to 

thank you personally for your contributions to our 

community and for the generosity that makes TFN a 

reality. 

Jason Ramsay-Brown 

president@torontofieldnaturalists.org 

hǳǘƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ LƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ  

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ .ǊǳŎŜ-¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Wŀǎƻƴ wŀƳǎŀȅ- .Ǌƻǿƴ 
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TFN OUTINGS 

 

¶ TFN events are conducted by unpaid volunteers. 

¶ TFN assumes no responsibility for injuries sustained by anyone participating in our activities. 

¶ Children and visitors are welcome at all TFN events. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

¶ If you plan to bring children in a stroller, be aware that there may be steps or other unsuitable terrain.   

¶ Please do not bring pets. 

¶ To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules (www.ttc.ca or 416-393-4636).   

           Check for any schedule disruptions on weekends and allow extra time if necessary.  

¶ Outings go rain or shine: check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you will know what to wear. 

¶ Wear appropriate footwear for walking on trails which may be muddy, steep or uneven.  

¶ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŎƭŜŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƻǘǿŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǝƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ ǎŜŜŘǎΦ 

Share your favourite walk photos on social media, hashtag #TFNWalk. 

The Toronto Field Naturalists wish to acknowledge this land through which we walk. For thousands of years it 
has been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississauga of the 
Credit River. Today it is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are 

grateful to have the opportunity to be on this land. 

 

Sat 
Nov 3 
10:00 am 
  
  

GATES GULLY AND SCARBOROUGH WATERFRONT ï Nature Walk 
Leader: Jonathan Harris. Meet at the trailhead off Ravine Dr at Bellhaven Cres just south of Kingston  
Rd for a circular walk. TTC stop ID 4258 (Kingston Rd at Ravine Dr) or ID 4204 (Kingston Rd at Bellamy 
Rd S). Street parking on Bellhaven Cres. We will focus on local history, fall vegetation, waterfowl and late 
migratory birds. Morning only. No washrooms. 
  

Wed 
Nov 7 
10:00 am 
  

HUMBER BAY PARK EAST ï Birds 
Leader: Doug Paton. Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore Blvd W and Park Lawn Rd for a circular 
walk. Morning only. 
  

Sat 
Nov 10 
10:00 am 
  

ROSETTA McCLAIN GARDENS AND LAKESHORE ï Birds, Insects and Plants 
Leader: Bob Kortright. Meet at the park entrance on Glen Everest Rd just east of Kingston Rd for a 2-3 hr 
circular walk on mostly unpaved and uneven surfaces, flat with some steep slopes. We will walk down to 
the lakeshore just east of Rosetta McClain, east to near Bluffers Park, and back up to Rosetta McClain 
Gardens. If there is a northwest wind, hawk migration should be present. Bring binoculars. 
  

Thurs 
Nov 15 
10:00 am 
  
  

LOWER DON TRAIL ï Nature Walk 
Leader: Vivienne Denton. Meet at Broadview subway station. We will walk up the Don River trail from 
the footbridge at Riverdale Park, possibly visiting Todmorden Mills, and end at the Brick Works where we 
can stop for coffee before taking the free bus back to Broadview station. A circular walk, mostly flat paved 
surfaces with gentle slopes and stairs. Washrooms at end of walk. 
  

Sat 
Nov 17 
1:30 pm 
  

ECHO VALLEY ï Nature Walk and Trees 
Leader: James Eckenwalder. Meet at the park entrance at the northwest corner of KipIing Ave and 
Wingrove Hill (a long block north of Burnhamthorpe Rd) for a circular walk. No washrooms. 
  

Sun 
Nov 18 
2 pm 
  

WONSCOTONACH  ï Lost Rivers 

Leaders: John Wilson and friends. Meet at the corner of Mill St and Bayview Ave, a short distance east 
of the Distillery District streetcar loop. We will explore the changes ï hydrological, biotic, mechanical and 
artistic ï shaping this well-traveled part of downtownôs liminal Core Circle and examine opportunities to 
expand Wonscotonach Parklands, a name for the Don that settlers assumed from the Mississaugas. This 
linear 2.5 km walk includes some uneven ground.  

http://www.ttc.ca
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Telephone:  416-593-2656 

Website:      www.torontofieldnaturalists.org  

Email:        office@torontofieldnaturalists.org  

Address:      2 ï 2449 Yonge St, Toronto M4P 2E7.  

The office is open 9:30 am to noon on Fridays. 

MISSION STATEMENTΥ  

Toronto Field Naturalists connects people with 

nature in the Toronto area. We help people 

understand, enjoy, and protect Toronto's green 

spaces and the species that inhabit them. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEMBERSHIP FEES   

Youth (under 26) 

Senior Single (65+) 

Single 

Senior Family  (2 adults 65+) 

Family 

Free 

$30 

$40 

$40 

$50 

Tax receipts issued for donations. 

TFN does not give out its membership listΦ 

NEWSLETTER  
 

Toronto Field Naturalist is published by TFN monthly, 
September to December and February to May. 
Views expressed in the Newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the editor or Toronto Field 
Naturalists. The Newsletter is printed on 100% 
recycled paper.        ISSN 0820-636X   
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
 

Kathleen Brooks, Jenny Bull, Vivienne Denton, Nancy 
Fredenburg, Elisabeth Gladstone, Susan Grimbly, Zunaid Khan, 
Lynn Miller, Toshi Oikawa, Jennifer Smith, Wendy Rothwell 
(editor).  
 

Printing & mailing: Digital Edge Printing & Media Services  

No HST.  All members with email address receive digital 
newsletters. There is a surcharge of $15 for those who 
prefer a printed mailed newsletter. 

ABOUT TFN 
 

TFN is a charitable, non-profit organization. 

President & Nature Reserves Jason Ramsay-Brown 

Past-President & Lectures Charles Bruce-Thompson 
Vice-President Anne Purvis 

Secretary-Treasurer Bob Kortright 

Environment Elizabeth Block 

Outings Jane Cluver 

 Liz Menard 

Promotions & Outreach, 

Webmaster, Volunteer Coordinator 

 

Lynn Miller 

 Ellen Schwartzel 

 Agneta Szabo 

Monthly meetings Alex Wellington 

Wed 
Nov  21 
10:30 am 
  

CENTENNIAL PARK CONSERVATORY AND ETOBICOKE CREEK ï Nature Walk 
Leader: Nancy Dengler. Meet inside the conservatory at 151 Elmcrest Rd, a 3-minute walk from TTC bus 
stop on Rathburn Rd (#48 bus from Royal York subway station) for a two-part circular walk on flat 
surfaces. We will view tropical plants including traveller's palm, tree ferns, gingers, sour-sop and flamingo 
flower, with an emphasis on tropical relatives of Ontario's native plants. We'll finish with a walk through 
nearby Etobicoke Woods. Dress in layers for tropical and outdoor conditions. Washrooms available in 
conservatory. 
  

Sat 
Nov 24 
10:00 am 
  
  

LOWER DON RIVER VALLEY ï Nature Walk 
Leader: Margaret McRae. Meet at the northeast corner of OôConnor Dr and Beechwood Dr for a circular 
walk including Crothers Woods, Sun Valley, Cottonwood Flats and Beechwood Wetlands. Some steep hills 
and narrow dirt trails. No washrooms. 
  

Wed 
Nov 28 
10:00 am 
  

CHERRY STREET TO CLARKE BEACH ï Nature Walk 
Leader: Charles Bruce-Thompson. Meet at the southeast corner of Commissioners St and Cherry St (#72 
bus from Pape subway station). We will walk on trails along Cherry St to Clarke Beach, Lake Shore Blvd E 
and Leslie St ending at Queen St E. We will observe the plants, birds and animals along the way and 
explore the sites of the Don Mouth Naturalization and the extension of the Martin Goodman Trail through 
Tommy Thompson Park. Linear, gentle slopes and no stairs. About 5 km, 2 hrs. Bring binoculars. 
  

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
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MONTHLY MEETING REPORT  

Jean Iron provided valuable insight into the 2017 flood. 

Jean is a retired school principal and was President of the 

Ontario Field Ornithologists for nine years. She is 

particularly interested in shorebirds and gulls, and is the 

author of Shorebirds of Southern Ontario. 
 

Jean presented newspaper stories on the 2017 flooding 

detailing the associated devastation and costs. Ashbridges 

Bay experienced the worst flooding in over 50 years. 

Industrial pumps were used in a failed attempt to drain the 

water from the beach. Many other areas were also affected 

by record level rainfalls, which caused massive flooding, 

including the Toronto Islands, Ottawa, Montreal and along 

the St Lawrence River.  
 

Meanwhile birders had a totally different outlook on this 

ódisaster.ô The flood at Woodbine Beach created the 

perfect habitat for migrating birds. Species never 

previously seen at Ashbridges Bay stopped at the beach 

during migration. Gulls and shorebirds landed in the 

hundreds, some traveling as far as the Canadian Arctic and 

Greenland to breed. People came from far away just to see 

the birds. The days when it was especially rainy and 

windy proved to be the optimum time for spotting birds. 

Jean showed us many beautiful pictures of the assortment 

of birds at different stages of maturity captured by herself 

and fellow birders. Birders will always remember the 

glorious summer of 2017. 

Laura Thompson 

The 2017 Ashbridgeôs Bay Flood:  
Gulls and Shorebirds 
 

October 14, 2018 
 

Jean Iron, past president of Ontario Field 
Ornithologists 

Black-bellied Plover 
Semipalmated Plover 
Piping Plover 
Killdeer 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Greater Yellowlegs 
Willet 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Whimbrel 
Hudsonian Godwit 
Ruddy Turnstone 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
 

Red Knot 
Stilt Sandpiper 
Bairdôs Sandpiper 
Sandering 
Dunlin 
Least Sandpiper 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 
Short-billed Dowitcher 
Wilsonôs Snipe 
American Woodcock 
Wilsonôs Phalarope 

26 species of shorebirds were seen at Ashbridgeôs 
Bay during the 2017 flood including: 

!Řǳƭǘ wǳŘŘȅ ¢ǳǊƴǎǘƻƴŜ ƳƛƎǊŀǝƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ !ǊŎǝŎΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ WŜŀƴ LǊƻƴ 

11 species of bay gulls were seen at Ashbridgeôs 
Bay during the 2017 flood including: 
 
Ring-billed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Bonaparteôs Gull 
Franklinôs Gull 
Laughing Gull 
Little Gull 
Black-legged Kittiwake 
Iceland Gull including 3 subspecies (Thayerôs,  
Kumlienôs and glaucoides) 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Glaucous Gull 

 

wŀǊŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ [ŀǳƎƘƛƴƎ DǳƭƭΦ tƘƻǘƻΥ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ½ƘŀƴƎ  
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Answer: The three most noticeable types of goldenrod galls are spherical 

and elliptical stem galls, and bunch galls (also called rosette or pineapple 

galls) at the top of the stem, but there are also leaf-cluster, pedicel, blister, 

leaf and flower galls. See https://bugguide.net/node/view/324012. About 50 

species of gall ñmakersò have been reported for goldenrods alone, two 

thirds of which are cecidomyiid midges. Most members of this gall midge 

family cause galls in various types of plants.  
 

The most common spherical gall is caused by Eurosta solidaginis, a fly in 

the Tephritidae, also known as peacock flies or small fruit flies. As with 

other galls, the plant is induced to produce the gall by chemicals secreted by 

the larva that hatches from an egg laid in the plant. The chemicals are often 

hormones that induce the plant to grow extra or larger cells. Since the plant 

makes the gall, the insect causing the plant to make the gall is not really a 

gall maker. 
 

There are at least two types of elliptical stem galls made by 

Gnorimoschema gallaesolidaginis and Epiblema scudderiana, moths from 

two different families.  
 

Different types of bunch galls are made by various gall midges and by 

moths which lay their eggs in leaf buds. The presence of the hatched grub 

prevents the stem from growing while the plant continues to produce leaves, 

resulting in a tight, flower-like cluster of foliage. 
 

The five other types of goldenrod galls have all been traced to midges in the 

Cecidomyiinae subfamily. Galls do not significantly harm the plant. 
 

Should you cut open a gall and find a larva, you have not necessarily found 

the gall maker since about half of goldenrod galls are parasitized, most 

commonly by wasps but also by a tumbling flower beetle.  
 

And this is just goldenrods! Galls on other plants are also induced by 

thousands of kinds of wasps, thrips, beetles, bugs and mites, as well as flies 

and moths. 

Bob Kortright 

Q&A: GOLDENROD GALLS AND THE INSECTS THAT CAUSE THEM 

Question: Could you please tell me about the different types of goldenrod 

galls and the insects that cause them?       Wendy Rothwell 

CǊƻƳ ǘƻǇΥ {ǇƘŜǊƛŎŀƭ ƎŀƭƭΣ ŜƭƭƛǇǝŎŀƭ ǎǘŜƳ Ǝŀƭƭ 
ŀƴŘ ōǳƴŎƘ ƎŀƭƭΦ  

wƛƎƘǘΥ Ǝŀƭƭ ƅȅ ƭŀǊǾŀ ƛƴ ǎǇƘŜǊƛŎŀƭ ƎŀƭƭΦ 

CŀǊ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ ƘƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǎǇƘŜǊƛŎŀƭ Ǝŀƭƭ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ 
Řƻǿƴȅ ǿƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǝƴƎ ƭŀǊǾŀΦ 
 

tƘƻǘƻǎΥ YŜƴ {ǇǊƻǳƭŜ 

https://bugguide.net/node/view/324012
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The leaves of northern hackberry are usually obviously 
asymmetrically offset or diagonal at the base, more or less 

egg-shaped (ovate), with fine teeth along both sides, and 
gradually tapering to a long, narrow tip that often curves 
slightly to one side. In Toronto, at least, many leaves carry 

conspicuous spherical hackberry nipple galls, induced by 
Pachypsylla celtidimamma, a jumping plant louse 

belonging to the same group of true bugs as whiteflies, 
aphids and scale insects. The leaves are a regular larval 
food plant of three common brushfoot butterflies: 

mourning cloak, question mark and eastern comma. They 
are also the primary food plant for three southerly 
brushfoots: American snout, tawny emperor and hackberry 

butterfly (the latter recorded for the first time in Toronto in 
2017). Although rare in Toronto, you can see these three 

specialists flying among the abundant hackberries of Point 
Pelee. 
 

While flowers, fruits, foliage and twigs of northern 

hackberry are all distinctive, its outstanding feature is 
undoubtedly its bark, at least until it becomes larger than 
any hackberry found now in Toronto. Sadly, unlike for 

flowers, fruits and leaves, we lack an adequate vocabulary 
for clearly describing bark, so be sure to examine the 
accompanying photographs carefully. In contrast to the 

thin or thick bark of most other tree species, that of 
northern hackberry is a bit of both. Until the tree becomes 
quite old, the bark over most of the trunkôs surface is thin, 

smooth and light grey. Rising above this fairly featureless 
plane are free-standing warts and narrow vertical ridges, 

both prominently displaying the corky growth layers that 
make them up.  
 

Thickening of trunks and their bark in all trees is the result 

of growth by two lateral meristems composed of stem 
cells: the vascular and cork cambiums. While the growth 
layers of wood and phloem are both produced by a 

permanent meristematic cylinder known as the vascular 
cambium that continues to grow through the whole life of 
the tree, the cork cambium that thickens the bark by 

producing two cork tissues (phellem towards the outside 
and phelloderm on the inside) is impermanent. This 

meristem is formed anew every year among the older 
phloem cells, putting pressure on the older bark outside 

that was produced by a previous cork cambium with a 
smaller circumference. The different arrangement of cork 
cambium in different trees is an important contributor to 

their dramatically different bark patterns. For northern 
hackberry there is a low background level of cork 

cambium activity across the whole surface and enhanced 
activity beneath the ridges and warts. As the trunk 
becomes larger the distance between ridges increases and, 

at some point, new areas of greater cambial growth begin 
to build new ridges between the old ones, keeping the 
distance between ridges fairly constant. The whole effect 

of this characteristic bark of young trees through middle 
age reminds me of a three-dimensional topographic map 
made up of cutout cardboard contours defining mountain 

ranges above a plain or islands in a sea. With greater age, 
cork cambial activity increases overall and the whole 

surface becomes rough and scaly, reflecting a pattern of 
cambium formation referred to as lenticular periderm, a bit 
like that found in eastern sycamore or in spruce species but 

much more rugged. 
 

The fruits are long-stalked, large-stoned drupes about 1 cm 
in diameter, somewhat resembling a pin cherry but solitary 

in the leaf axils and reddish brown to purplish black at 
different stages of maturity. The stones have been found in 
great abundance in late Tertiary deposits in the Great 

Plains states and Prairie provinces at a time when they 
were becoming drier and prairies were replacing forests. 
The drupes are very attractive to birds, and, since northern 

hackberry is currently much in vogue in Toronto city 
planting, seedlings are popping up in great numbers here 

every spring and could become as abundant along property 
lines as Manitoba maple, Siberian elm and white mulberry.  
Ordinarily the fruits are produced in abundance every year 

but this year, to my eyes, there appears to have been an 
almost total crop failure. Perhaps late frosts killed the 
flowers or the heavy spring rains prevented pollination. 

Any thoughts? 
James Eckenwalder 

CǊƻƳ ƭŜƊΥ IŀŎƪōŜǊǊȅ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΤ ŎƻǊƪȅ 
ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ōŀǊƪ ǊƛŘƎŜΤ ōŀǊƪ 
ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǊƛŘƎŜǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΤ 
ƘŀŎƪōŜǊǊȅ ƴƛǇǇƭŜ Ǝŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎƛŘŜ 
ƻŦ ƭŜŀŦΣ /ƘŀǘǎǿƻǊǘƘ wŀǾƛƴŜΦ 
tƘƻǘƻǎΥ wƻƴ 5ŜƴƎƭŜǊ 

TREE OF THE MONTH:  NORTHERN HACKBERRY (CELTIS OCCIDENTALIS) 


