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TFN MEETINGS 
 
 

Sunday, October 2, 2005 at 2:30 pm 
 
 

An Introduction to Nature,  
Western Interior United States 

 
Dr. Peter Money, Longtime TFN member,  

Retired Geologist and Nature Photographer 
 
 

VISITORS WELCOME! 
 

SOCIAL HOUR 
2:00 - 2:30 pm  

Bring your own mug if you wish, 
only paper cups provided. 

 
 
 

For more information call the TFN office at (416) 593-2656 
 
 

 
 
 

NEXT MEETING:  Sunday, November 6, 2005. 
 
 

Room 001, Emmanuel College, 
University of Toronto, 

75 Queen’s Park Crescent East 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Room 001 (Electronic 
Classroom) is one floor below street level. 
ENTRANCE at south end of the building, 
down a few steps on an outside stairwell.   
Wheelchair Entrance: Second Door 
SOUTH on Queen’s Park Crescent E.  Door 
does not have automatic opener.  Elevator is 
inside to the right. 

Concrete crevices 
with goldenrod plumes waving 
all breeze-sown gardens. 

       Haiku by Arthur Wade 
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TFN OUTINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children and visitors are welcome on all outings but please, NO PETS!  To get to outings on time, check 
TTC routes and schedules by calling 416-393-4636.  Check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you 
will know what to wear on outings which go rain or shine. 

Saturday 
Oct. 1 
10:30 am 

RIVERDALE FARM – Nature Arts 
Leader: Melanie Milanich 
Meet at southeast corner of Sumach St. and Winchester St.  Bring what you need for 
photography, sketching or painting and anything you wish to show the group when we 
compare our morning’s work after lunch. 
 

Sunday 
Oct. 2 
2:00 pm 
2:30 pm 

MONTHLY MEETING 
See notice page 2. 
Social Hour 
Lecture: An Introduction to Nature, Western Interior United States 
 

Wednesday 
Oct. 5 
10:00 am 

BABY POINT-HUMBER RAVINE – Historical and Nature Walk 
Leader: Madeleine McDowell 
Meet at the northeast corner of Jane St. and Annette St. Finish at Old Mill subway station. 
Morning only.  Bring a snack. 
 

Wednesday 
Oct. 12 
10:00 am 

MT. PLEASANT CEMETERY – Trees for Beginners 
Leader: Roger Powley 
Meet at Davisville subway station.   Bring a snack. 
 

Saturday 
Oct. 15 
10:30 am 

EASTERN BEACHES – Nature Walk 
Leader: Boris Mather 
Meet at the southwest corner of Coxwell Ave. and Lake Shore Blvd. E.  Bring lunch and 
binoculars. 
 

Sunday 
Oct. 16 
2:00 pm 

LOST RIVERS WALK – What happened to Castle Frank Brook? 
Leader: Richard Anderson 
Meet at Eglinton West subway station.  About 2 hours long on mostly paved surfaces and 
some park trails.  This is a joint outing with North Toronto Green Community. 
 

Thursday 
Oct. 20 
10:00 am 

HUMBER BAY PARK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Ann Gray 
Meet at the park entrance (south side of Lake Shore Blvd. W. at Park Lawn Rd).  Bring 
water, lunch and binoculars. 
 

….continued. 

 
TFN events are conducted by unpaid volunteers. 
§ The club assumes no responsibility for injuries sustained by anyone participating in our activities. 
§ Children are welcome at all TFN events, but must be accompanied by an adult. 
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IT’S YOUR NEWSLETTER! 
 

Send us your original writing (up to 500 words) of 
your thoughts and experiences of nature in and 
around Toronto. 
 
Do you have a favourite natural area in Toronto?  Did 
a TFN outing introduce you to a new park?  Tell us 
about it!  Did you see any plants or animals that 
particularly interested you?  Let us know!  Tell us 
what, where and when, and any field guides or other 
sources consulted. 
 
If you have a digital camera, we would welcome 
photos of TFN outings.   Remember that they will be 
reproduced in black and white photocopy. 
 
Also welcome are: reviews (up to 300 words), 
poems, cartoons, and sketches.   

Please include your name, address and telephone 
number so submissions can be acknowledged. 
 
Newspaper clippings should include source and date.   
 
Note the deadline for submissions of time-sensitive 
material, e.g., notices of meetings or events. 
 
Deadline for November issue:  

30 September 2005. 
Send to:   

 
or 

Toronto Field Naturalists 
2 Carlton St., Suite 1519, 

Toronto M5B 1J3 

 

 

….OUTINGS continued from page 3. 
 
  
Saturday 
Oct. 22 
2:00 pm 

ROUGE VALLEY – Geology Walk 
Leader: Nick Eyles 
Meet at Pearse House, 1749 Meadowvale Rd. (north of Sheppard Ave. E.). 
 

Thursday 
Oct. 27 
10:00 am 

BESTVIEW PARK – Trees and Plants. 
Leader: Charles Chaffey 
Meet at the southeast corner of Steeles Ave. E. and Laureleaf Rd. S.  Bring lunch. 

 
 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 
Diana Banville, Jenny Bull (co-editor), Eva Davis, Karin Fawthrop, Nancy Fredenburg, Elisabeth 
Gladstone, Siobhan Montague (co-editor), Marilynn Murphy, Toshi Oikawa, Wendy Rothwell. 
Printing and Mailing: Perkins Mailing Services.   Website Manager: Elaine Farragher. 

 
THIS MONTH’S COVER 

 
ASTERS OF TAYLOR CREEK PARK include the panicled, heath and New England asters in the 
illustration drawn by Diana Banville, and seven other species.  A fringed gentian also appears in the 
drawing, the park being one of four locations where it occurs in Toronto.  These are all natives of 
Toronto.  Among them is a species introduced from the Old World, hiding.   Find the praying mantis. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
 
The newsletter is the lifeblood of the TFN. When Helen Juhola retired after many years as 
esteemed editor, it seemed its very existence was in jeopardy.  As you read their second issue, I 
think you will agree that Jenny Bull and Siobhan Montague have secured its future.  We are very 
fortunate that they stepped forward and volunteered to co-edit the newsletter.  It is an enormous 
commitment fraught with meetings and deadlines.  And just as soon as they have produced one 
issue, it is time to start on the next. You can support Jenny and Siobhan and the newsletter 
committee in their endeavour to sustain this vital link by submitting articles that would be of 
interest to fellow members. On behalf of the board and all TFN members, a warm welcome and a 
big thank you to the new editors. 
 
Another key position in the organization is that of secretary-treasurer.  Corley Phillips, with the 
support and assistance of Linda Stemmler, has agreed to take on this role.  Corley has worked 
diligently through the summer to familiarize herself with the financial records and has prepared a 
budget to guide the board during this fiscal year. Thank you, Corley and Linda, for bringing your 
wealth of experience and enthusiasm to your new job. 
 
By the time you read this, fall migration will be well underway. During the last few weeks I have 
been watching monarch butterflies wending their way to Mexico.  I am utterly fascinated as they 
dipsy doodle along, apparently "averaging 44 miles a day, sometimes as many as 200 miles and 
all of it by day" (TFN 509-22).  My husband sighted two fluttering past his office window on the 
thirty-second floor at Adelaide and York Streets. It is both inspiring and humbling to know that 
something so fragile and vulnerable can reach its destination. 
 
I am looking forward to going on some TFN fall outings which I am sure will be “... an 
opportunity for that rarest of occurrences in this era of shrinking expectations: Surprise. 
Discovery. What the saints called Revelation.  Go where the wild things are.” * 
 

See you there. 
 
Pinky Franklin 
Acting Interim Co-President 
  

*“Take a Hike Why Don'tcha” by Charles Wilkins, Cottage Life, September/October 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Home” in the sense of a place to stay rooted from birth to death is not the right word to use 
when talking about animals.  They’re born to travel.  Even small animals such as field mice 
have been tracked covering several kilometers over a two-week period.  All have a deep 
genetic urge to wander.  It’s nature’s way of protecting against inbreeding. 
 
From “Algonquin to Adirondack” in THE ORCHID (Peterborough Naturalists), Vol. 50, No. 8, Nov. 2004 
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2004 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT RESULTS 
 
For any who participated in it, the 2004 Toronto Christmas Bird Count held on Sunday December 19 will 
not soon be forgotten.  The cold and wind were absolutely unforgiving, with a high temperature of –13 C 
around dawn, dropping steadily through the day to –23, and a windchill that ranged from –25 to –36!  
Perhaps the most frustrating thing was that the weather had been unseasonably mild right up to the 
previous evening.   
 
While the weather made observations unpleasant, it appears not to have had a great impact on the 
results.  For the second consecutive year 89 species were recorded, though the count of individuals was 
down a bit to 48,188, the lowest since 1995 (largely due to a big drop in European Starling numbers).  
Also for the second year in a row a new species was added to the list: a White-eyed Vireo observed in 
High Park.  Also worthy of special note was the Wilson’s Snipe observed in the East Don Valley, a Purple 
Sandpiper at the east end of Toronto Island, Pine Warbler in Lambton Woods, and King Eider. 
 
This year record high counts were recorded for 7 species: Double-crested Cormorant (10; previous high 3 
in 1994), American Wigeon (68, previously 58 in 2003), Ruddy Duck (24; shattering the record of 2 on 
three previous occasions), Bald Eagle (3, never before more than one), Merlin (2), Hermit Thrush (7), and 
White-throated Sparrow (53). 
 
As always there were some lows too:  American Black Duck (59, fewest since 1946), Herring Gull (237, 
fewest since 1977), Great Black-backed Gull (32, fewest since 1985), Blue Jay (18, fewest since 1949), 
and American Crow (26, fewest since 1959), American Coot (missed for the first time since 1993), 
American Kestrel (6, fewest since 1959), Belted Kingfisher (1, fewest since 1973), European Starling 
(9603, fewest since 1995), and Song Sparrow (14, fewest since 1947). 
 
In contrast to last year, species counted during the week were numerous.  Surprising discoveries were a 
Black-throated Gray Warbler and a Wilson’s Warbler in High Park, and a Gray Catbird and an Audubon’s 
Warbler on Toronto Island.  Count week species totalled 97 – the century mark within striking distance!  
To our consternation, the incredible invasion of Great Gray Owls began just a few days after our count 
period ended. 
 
The Toronto Christmas Bird Count continues to benefit from a great level of volunteer support. This year 
97 field observers braved the weather in 36 parties. 
 
Extracted from an article by Marcel Gahbauer, Toronto CBC compiler, from the Toronto Ornithological Club Newsletter 153, 
March 2005.  For complete results, go to: www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/. 
 

 
Share Your Favourite Walk! 
 
We know you are out there enjoying a local park or ravine almost every day.  You are showing all the signs of 
being a dedicated amateur naturalist.  So why not share your favourite walk with others? 
 
From time to time we need to update our list of outings leaders.  We try to offer over 100 walks per year.  To 
achieve that goal we need members to take an active part – so how about offering to take us down your trail?   
 
Attention, Current Outings Leaders!  Would you be willing to be paired with a beginner to show how it’s 
done?  Having the opportunity to co-lead a walk would encourage more members to take on the leadership role. 
 
Call the TFN Office to leave a message for the Outings Committee, or phone me at 416-538-4713 to discuss 
your area of the city and the times you may be available as a walk leader or co-leader. 
 

Gail Gregory, Outings Co-ordinator 

http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/
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DRAMATIC AMPHIBIAN DECLINES 
 
Amphibians are under assault and experiencing tens of thousands of years’ worth of extinctions 
in just a century, according to the most comprehensive study ever conducted. More than 500 
scientists from 60 countries over the world contributed to the Global Amphibian Assessment. 
 
Over the past three years, scientists analyzed the distribution and conservation status of all 5,743 
known amphibian species, which include frogs, toads, salamanders and caecilians.  Of these, 
1,856 (32 percent) are now considered threatened with extinction.  Though lacking sufficient 
data, most scientists believe that nearly 1300 others are threatened. 
 
As amphibians’ highly permeable skin is more immediately sensitive to changes in the 
environment [they] “are one of nature’s best indicators of overall environmental health,” said 
Russell A. Mittermeier, president of 
Conservation International (CI).  “Their 
catastrophic decline serves as a warning 
that we are in a period of significant 
environmental degradation.”  By 
comparison only 12 percent of all bird 
species and 23 percent of all mammal 
species are threatened.  
 
In the Americas, the Caribbean, and 
Australia, a highly infectious disease 
called chytridiomycosis has hit amphibians especially hard.  Research shows this disease may be 
linked to drought, which scientists increasingly attribute to climate changes.  Other threats, such 
as habitat destruction, air and water pollution and consumer demand are leading causes of 
amphibian decline.  
 
“Since most amphibians depend on freshwater and feel the effects of pollution before many other 
forms of life, including humans, their rapid decline tells us that one of the Earth’s most critical 
life support systems is breaking down,” said Simon Stuart, Senior Director of the IUCN/CI 
Biodiversity Assessment Unit, and leader of this research. 
 
Still, scientists are confident that the present negative trends could be reversed by creating new 

protected areas, captive-
breeding programs, better 
community engagement 
and protection of fresh-
water systems.  Complete 
data by country, region and 
species is available at 
www.globalamphibians.org 
 

Adapted from Amphibian Voice, which reprinted a news release from the Center for North American Herpetology, 
Lawrence, Kansas, Winter 2004, Vol. 14, no. 4. 

http://www.globalamphibians.org
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For those gearing up for Hallowe’en:  A reminder that bats, unlike ghouls, witches and goblins, are 
creatures of nature.  Eds. 
 

NIGHT VISITOR 
 
I was seated in my easy chair, lethargically wondering whether to give up and go to bed or 
whether, if I continued to plough the desert of TV “entertainment”, something worthwhile might 
emerge.  In the blink of an eyelid, a sparrow-sized, dark bird swept into my line of vision and 
swept out.  I emitted an ancient British oath of total disbelief.  When it returned, it circled from 
ceiling to floor, then retreated into the dark of the hallway. Thinking desperately, “How do I 
catch a bird without injuring it?” I tried following its waltz-like swoops when it struck me that 
this must be a bat.  I shut my bedroom door, switched off the ceiling fan and living-room lamps, 
retreated to the hallway and turned on the light.  This immediately concentrated the flights within 
a long, narrow corridor where, following its desperate circlings, I finally managed to drive it 
floorwards under a towel.  Carefully and triumphantly wrapping the towel around its struggling 
body, I rushed to the balcony and released it into the night.  
 
Which shows that even in the city, in 
your very own living-room, all 
windows screened and front door 
locked, nature at 10 at night can still 
catch up with you!  How on earth the 
poor thing had found its way not just 
into a securely sealed building in 
which there are no open vents, but up 
to the fourth floor, I can’t imagine, 
much less why it had decided to slip 
under the half-inch space between 
apartment door and floor, and, above 
all, why it had picked my door and not any of the eleven others in my corridor.  But I am 
immensely glad it did.  A bat, quite apart from the atavistic horror so many people nurse towards 
it, would have necessitated an emergency call to the nursing station for the many in here 
incapable of movement without a walker, and the resultant trapping would have almost certainly 
meant its end. 
 
This visitation has cheered me up enormously throughout the week whenever the ubiquitous 
human animal has been too much with me.  Nature is still going about its planetary business, 
with or without us. 
       Eva Davis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
October is the month to see witch hazel in bloom.  Look for the delicate yellow 
flowers on these shrubs in Sherwood Park.  Sometimes they are called “fall 
forsythia.” 
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UPDATE 
 
Following up on an article in TFN 528, p. 13, December 2004: 
 
ESCARPMENT WATCHDOG GROUPS 
APPEAL QUARRY DECISION TO 
ONTARIO CABINET 
Extracted from a press release put out by CONE and 
POWER on 5 July 2005. For details of the appeal: 
www niagaraescarpment.org/.   
 
The Coalition on the Niagara Escarpment 
(CONE) and Protect Our Water and 
Environmental Resources (POWER) have 
appealed to Cabinet the June 8 decision of the 
Consolidated Hearings Board (Joint Board) to 
approve an 83-hectare expansion to the 468-
hectare Milton Quarry of Dufferin Aggregates.  
The Milton site is already the largest active 
quarry in Canada and is located within the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan Area, a part of the new 
Golden Horseshoe Greenbelt. 
 
It’s difficult for us to understand how such 
massive destruction of part of this UNESCO 

World Biosphere Reserve could be permitted,” 
said Bradley Shaw, Executive Director of 
CONE.  “We hope Cabinet agrees with us that 
the project should be rejected outright.” 
 
Legal counsel for CONE and POWER argue that 
the Board’s decision runs contrary to the public 
interest and public policy.  “If allowed to 
proceed, the quarry expansion could have 
serious negative impacts on Escarpment water 
resources for decades or even centuries to 
come,” said Barbara Halsall, Past President of 
POWER. 
 
How long Cabinet will take to decide on the 
CONE-POWER appeal is unknown since there 
are no time limits for its decision.  In the past, 
appeals to Cabinet of Joint Board decisions have 
typically taken months or over a year to be 
resolved. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 
BATTERY RECYCLING 

 
The TFN has received the brochure of a firm, Rechargeable Battery and Cell Phone Recycling 
(RBRC), with a request that we inform our members of their services.   In 2004 the Company 
collected 330,000 pound of rechargeable batteries which might otherwise have found their way into 
the environment.   They have an impressive list of national participants.   To assist this thoroughly 
deserving cause, any members with used rechargeable batteries or old cell phones may call toll free 
877-2-RECYCLE or visit www.call2recycle.org. 
 
National retail participants in Canada: 
 

Battery Experts  Battery Plus   Bell Mobility 
Canadian Tire  Comtrex   FIDO/Microcell 
Future Shop  The Home Depot   Home Hardware 
London Drugs  Makita Factory Service Centres Personal Edge/Centre du Rasoir 
Radio Shack Canada Revy    SaskTel 
Sears   The Sony Store   Staples 
TELUS Mobility  Zellers 

 

http://www.call2recycle.org
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 
 
DUSK DANCES 

 
On June 28th, near the beginning of this hot, humid summer, I attended an evening meeting at 
which EVERGREEN presented their project for the built portion of the Don Valley Brick 
Works, entitled “Evergreen Commons at the Brick Works”.   This vigorous presentation by an 
impressive young project team led by Seana Irvine, Program Director, was aimed at neighbours 
or “local stakeholders” of the DVBW.   Evergreen’s site partners include the City of Toronto and 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, supported by a large number of foundations.   They 
are described as a not-for-profit environmental organization whose mandate is “to bring 
communities and nature together for the benefit of both”.   For more information, consult their 
website:  www.evergreen.ca. 
 
After the meeting I went for a walk in the park.   I had never been there at that time of day.   The 
sky was still bright, but it was dusk in the quarry and the water lilies had closed.   Motion and 
sound filled the air, as what seemed like hundreds of chimney swifts flew low over the ponds, 
then high in the soft summer air, looping and circling and calling loudly.   They were joined in 
their aerobatics by rough-winged swallows.   Frogs called from the ponds.   Robins, red-winged 
blackbirds and song sparrows trilled their twilight songs, and slower wing-beats marked a great 
blue heron passing over, heading north to its roost.   Not a single mosquito landed on me, the 
birds were doing such a good job! 
 
If you’ve never been to this park on a summer evening, I recommend a visit.  If you’ve never 
been there at all, do join TFN member and outing leader Ed Freeman on one of his walks and 
learn from this geologist.   He knows just about all there is to know about this unique site, 
“Toronto Rocks!”   Ed has been instrumental over the years in protecting and interpreting its 
natural features and geological, historical and social/cultural significance.  
 

Phoebe Cleverley 
 
 
THE ARBORETUM THAT PLANTED ITSELF 
  
On the back lawn of my apartment building, there's a 9'x15' chain-link enclosure around a gas 
meter.  Lawn mowers can't get in; for years, herbaceous weeds have grown tall there. 
  
This summer, I noticed that trees were also growing there: an ash, a buckthorn and a chokecherry 
all just visible above the weeds, a peach a bit taller than the 5' high fence and an apple about 8' 
high. Then, the August 19th rainstorm flattened the vegetation, exposing another buckthorn, 
another chokecherry and a Norway maple. 
  
The chokecherry seeds likely came from a nearby tree that was already here when I moved in 25 
years ago. Every few years, the lawn care company has tried halfheartedly and unsuccessfully to 
kill it. 
         Alexander Cappell 

http://www.evergreen.ca
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MONARCH BUTTERFLIES 
 
Saturday September 3, 2005 was a beautiful day on Toronto Islands and neither the intermittent 
roar of the C.N.E. Air Show nor the crowds at Centre Island could spoil it.  We found several 
species of migrating warblers; the challenge of seeing and identifying them in fall plumage 
amidst thick foliage makes any success all the more satisfying.  The highlight, however, turned 
out to be the monarch butterflies.  After seeing so few this summer, I was heartened by the 
thousands encountered in the course of the day.  At any given time we could see several, often 
dozens, and at one point a cloud of them swirled overhead.  Monarchs seemed to be everywhere, 
feeding on wildflowers, mainly goldenrod, resting on trees and shrubs and drifting westwards, on 
their migration around the lake.  Knowing the enormous challenges they face individually and as 
a species, it was a truly awe-inspiring sight which I hope will always remain part of this season 
in Toronto.   

Marilynn Murphy    
 
 

THE HAZARDS OF BEING A MONARCH BUTTERFLY 
 
Though Monarch butterflies have some protection from predators because of the toxin in the 
milkweed they eat as caterpillars, they still face many hazards. 
 
On a sunny weekend this September, my neighbour’s cat, which I routinely chase out of my yard 
when it’s hunting birds, appeared to be pouncing on crickets in the long grass.  But suddenly it 
leapt up at the flowers and immediately ran away with a monarch butterfly clenched in its mouth.  
Later that day, I saw a monarch butterfly frantically moving about in a small space at the top of a 
shrub.  It was caught in a spider web, the large reddish spider waiting at the side.  The tip of one 
wing was completely bound up with sticky web.  I removed what I could and it flew off, 

seemingly burdened down, but it managed to alight in a bush.   
 
When my children were young we kept a monarch caterpillar in 
the house until it emerged from its pupa. As the newly emerged 
butterfly sat on the porch in the sun drying and strengthening its 
wings, a wasp flew down and stung it.  
It never recovered, dying a couple of 
days later. 
 

One October we took a walk along Hanlan’s Point beach.  Where the 
waves were gently lapping on the shore, hundreds of dead and dying 
monarch butterflies littered the sand.  They must have been blown 
back by a strong wind as they flew over the lake for their wings were 
beaten up and in some cases were missing or were just stubs.  Those 
still alive were crawling on the ground. My young daughter wanted to rescue them so we brought 
a few home and they fed on goldenrods and asters, unrolling their probosces to reach into each 
tiny flower.  We also gave them sugar water - if you put a little sugar water in the palm of your 
hand, a monarch butterfly will eat it after “tasting” it with its feet.   
 

Jenny Bull 
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NEWS FROM MOUNT PLEASANT 

 
We have had increasing numbers of mammals in Toronto.   I have even heard of bears being 
spotted in Morningside Park.   A number of years ago I remember a moose was shot here.   
These wild animals seem to be located closer and closer to the city centre.   Larger animals like 
white-tailed deer are especially surprising.   They have been reported in Riverdale Park, High 
Park, Earl Bales Park, Nesbitt Ravine, Lambton Woods, the Humber marshes and up and down 
most of our river valleys.   This is surprising, considering all the dogs running loose in our parks.   
I don’t know how they manage to evade them. 
 
On Saturday I got a real shock when a white-tailed deer showed up in Mount Pleasant Cemetery.   
I spoke to one of the employees there, and he said he had seen it every day recently.   I guess the 
scarcity of dogs makes it worth putting up with humans.   Although I have not actually seen the 
animal, I have had reliable reports and also found fresh tracks.   I have seen all the other common 
mammals in the cemetery, but a deer is something I never expected. 
 

 
White-tailed deer fawn, brush painting by  

Diana Banville from a Canadian Parks Service photo. 
 

P.S. Other news from the Cemetery 
The management has decided to go into the funeral business, and will be constructing a building 
above the Moore Park ravine, right in the wildlife corridor.   I would prefer to see this valuable 
green space used to provide an environmentally friendly service like those in Europe.    I 
enquired about this and was told the management has no plans to offer this service.   I wrote to 
the C.E.O, but got little satisfaction. 
 
An environmental burial is when the deceased is put in a bio-degradable covering without 
embalming fluid.   There is no coffin or tombstone.   The area is planted with native trees and 
shrubs.   In this way, a barren wasteland eventually becomes a beautiful forest, a place that birds, 
animals and people can enjoy visiting.   A plaque outside the area names all the contributors to 
the forest.   About ten percent of Europeans are buried in this way.   There are people interested 
in creating this type of cemetery in Canada, but unfortunately it requires a lot of start-up money.   
Seems like a great idea to me. 
                                                                                     Roger Powley 
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HUMBER BAY PARK WALK 
 
The attached photo was taken at the TFN "birds' walk" at Humber Bay Park East on June 18, 
2005 (Leader: Valerie Allen).  We also watched a rare Harlequin Duck there and a huge carp was 
jumping out to the air on that day. 

Yoshie Nagata 
 

 
            Cormorant at Humber Bay Park, photo by Yoshie Nagata 
 
 
THE NEWSLETTER…. 
 
The new look of the TFN Newsletter is quite splendid. Everything from the binding, paper, type 
face, black & white photos, drawings and layout is appealing. Now, how about going the extra 
step and include the scientific name for every organism, where it appears for the first time in an 
article. 

Jim Hodgins 
 
 
Congratulations on the quality of your September newsletter. I found the type face clear and easy 
to read and liked the layout. 

Margaret McRae 
 
 
Congratulations.  You have done a superb job of taking over Newsletter editorship, 
simultaneously upgrading the production process while maintaining components of previous 
Newsletters such that members are not confused by the changes.  I hope you obtain some 
personal satisfaction from the final product. This must have been a very challenging task.  Thank 
you,  

George Bryant 
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IN THE NEWS 
 

If you missed the monthly meeting in September, here is an article on the two insect pests that we heard 
about.  Eds. 
 
AT WAR WITH THE INSECT INVADERS 
Extracted from an article by Paul Choi in the 
TORONTO STAR, August 15, 2005. 
 
As forest officials slowly manage to contain one 
invasive beetle species, another pesky bug 
continues to run roughshod over Ontario's trees.  
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency says the 
Asian long-horned beetle, that feeds on 
hardwood trees, has been contained.  About 
7,000 infected trees will be cut down in parts of 
the Greater Toronto Area in an attempt to 
contain and eliminate the last remaining insects, 
a group of which was first found burrowing into 
area trees two years ago.  The agency's 
spokesperson Howard Stanley is optimistic the 
species could be eradicated from the province 
within the next several years. 
 
But even as federal officials gain the upper hand 
on the Asian long-horned beetle, another beetle 
infestation threatens to spread out of the 
province.  The emerald ash borer has been 
spotted all over southwestern Ontario - mainly 
around wooded areas in Windsor and Chatham.  
The tiny green bug, which is originally from 
eastern Asia, is also threatening trees south of 
the border in Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana. 
 
"In Ontario and the U.S. the ash borer has 
probably killed millions of trees," said   
Canadian Forest Service research scientist Barry 
Lyons, who estimates about 12 million trees 
have been downed by the pest since its 
introduction to North America in 2002.  The 
impact on the forestry industry and the 
environment has been huge.  "This particular 
insect is just an incredibly aggressive tree 
killer," he said. 
 
According to the food inspection agency 
website, the ash borer does its main damage by 
burrowing into the trunks of ash trees, which are 

found in wooded areas and replanted in cities for 
their aesthetic and environmental qualities.  
After burrowing, the insect lays eggs in the bark, 
(then) the larvae eat away at the bark, disrupt 
movement of water and nutrients, and ultimately 
kill the tree.  
 
"We're trying the whole arsenal of things that 
we've used on other insects and finding the most 
effective ones we'd use against the emerald ash 
borer," said Lyons.  Introducing natural 
predators and removing infected trees are all 
solutions officials have tried with some success.  
"Part of the problem with the emerald ash borer 
is that we don't have good detection tools.  We 
don't have a lure that will attract it to a trap, so 
it's very difficult to know where exactly the 
insects are," said Lyons.  Adding to the problem 
is the fact that the borers do not travel in large 
swarms, which makes them even harder to 
detect.   
 
The good news, however, is that there have been 
no substantiated reports of either the Asian long-
horned beetle or the emerald ash borer in the rest 
of Canada.  But the potential that these two 
species could spread outside Ontario and 
become a huge national problem is definitely 
there.  Several regulated areas have been set up 
in affected zones to prevent people from 
transporting wood infected by the dangerous 
beetles, Stanley said.   
 
Both (species) were likely first transported to 
North America after they burrowed into wooden 
shipping crates and packaging materials.  "The 
biggest problem with some of these wood-
boring insects is that, once they've become 
established some place, people inadvertently 
move wood material around, like firewood," said 
Lyons.  
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PEREGRINE SEEMS TO BE A CITY GIRL 
Extracted from an article by Dana Brown in the 
TORONTO STAR, August 18, 2005 
 
Toronto is so fabulous even the birds are 
flocking here.  Well, one very special bird at 
least.  Skye, a rare peregrine falcon whose 
travels are being tracked via a small backpack 
satellite transmitter, touched down in the city 
yesterday.  She was born in Rochester, N.Y. in 
May.  "She's paid a quick visit to Buffalo and 
now she's up in Toronto," said Marcel Gahbauer, 
research director of the U.S.-based Migration 
Research Foundation 
 
According to regular reports posted on the 
foundation's website, Skye spent three hours 
yesterday afternoon flying about in the area 
bounded by St. Clair and Lawrence Aves. and 
Bathurst and Jane Sts.  Gahbauer said it's not 
unusual for young falcons to travel around 
before finding a mate and picking a permanent 
place to nest.  Gahbauer said peregrine falcons 

are more motivated to migrate by ample food 
sources - they adore pigeons - rather than 
climate change, although many do fly south as 
the season cools.   
 
The birds were once on the endangered species 
list, but have been steadily increasing in 
population although they remain quite rare.  
Data collected from the project will help 
researchers determine the best ways to manage 
the birds and protect against extinction threats, 
Gahbauer said.  
 
Toronto has three pairs of peregrine falcons 
living across the city, plus a threesome of birds 
downtown, with one male attending separate 
nests with two different females.  If Skye 
encounters any of the resident birds territorial 
fighting would probably be kept to a minimum, 
as aggression levels are generally low this time 
of year.  To read regular reports of Skye's 
progress, visit www.migrationresearch.org.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Errata:  In the September issue (TFN 533), the photograph of High Park was taken by Robin Powell; Gavin Miller 
is the author of The Weather This Time Last Year; Mary McColl (not McCoy) is organizer of west of Yonge St. 
midweek outings.  The editors apologize for these errors and omissions. 
 

 
MEMORY BOOK FOR HELEN AND AARNE JUHOLA 

 
A Memory Book containing good wishes, brief reminiscences and sketches 
from members of the Toronto Field Naturalists is being compiled.  If you would 
like to contribute a message to Helen and Aarne, the Memory Book will be 
available at the September meeting. 
 
Please take a moment to think about your experiences in the TFN and the 
special moments you have shared with the Juholas.  You can send a written 
contribution which will be pasted in or you may write directly in the book (we 
suggest you have your message already prepared).  If you are sending a 
written contribution, please write on one side only on standard size paper or 
smaller notepaper. 
 
The book will be a unique manuscript recording moments with the very special 
couple who have given so much time and energy to the club.  Do take this 
opportunity to say thank you by taking part in the project! 

Gail Gregory 

http://www.migrationresearch.org
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THE MEANING OF TORONTO'S PESTICIDE 
BY-LAW 
Extracted from an article by Gideon Forman in the 
GLOBE & MAIL, July 13, 2005 
 
Some commentators say the big story around 
Toronto's new pesticide by-law is that it's being 
ignored as homeowners and lawn-care 
companies continue to spray chemicals on 
residential property.  While it's true a few people 
are thumbing their noses at the legislation, I'd 
say the interesting point is not the scofflaws - 
their numbers will drop dramatically as fines 
kick in and organic firms expand their business - 
but the fact the by-law reflects a new maturity 
and self-confidence on the part of our local 
government. 
 
Before the law came in, those of us who wanted 
our neighbours to stop spraying had to humiliate 
ourselves.  We had to go to the folks next door 
and say, "Look, your lawn chemicals are making 
my kids and me sick.  Could you please refrain 

from doing this?"  And they could decide to be 
good guys and stop or they could decide to 
continue.   
 
If citizens were in no mood to stop, there was 
nothing council could do.  If something needs to 
be done to protect human health or the 
environment, government shouldn't be reduced 
to having to make suggestions.  It should have 
the power to compel.  Just as council doesn't beg 
people to butt out in bars or drive slowly on side 
streets or avoid parking near a fire hydrant, so 
too, it doesn't beg them to avoid pesticides:  It 
requires them to.  And if they choose to flout the 
law and spray anyway, there are legal fines and 
enforcement. 
 
I'd say a city which goes this route is more self-
respecting.  It demonstrates more self-assurance 
and dignity.  It's laying down the law.  It's 
insisting.  That's good for the environment.  It's 
also good for the city's sense of self. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
LAWN-CARE COMPANIES IGNORING 
PESTICIDE BAN 
Extracted from an article by Emily Chung in the 
TORONTO STAR, June 13, 2005 
 
Lawn-care companies are still spraying with 
impunity despite Toronto's ban on pesticides, 
and some plan to continue even when fines kick 
in this fall. 
 
Toronto Public Health has issued hundreds of 
warnings since April to companies - and some 
homeowners - who continue to break the rules.  
"I don't know if there's any companies that 
haven't received warnings," said Rich Whate of 
Toronto Public Health's environmental 
protection office.  He added many are repeat 
offenders. 
 
City council passed the pesticide ban two years 
ago in response to growing health concerns but 
is phasing it in gradually, beginning with last 
summer's public-education campaign.  
Enforcement begins this September when  

 
commercial violators will receive $255 fines.  
"Unfortunately, some lawn-care companies have 
taken the phased-in enforcement as licence to 
just use pesticides as they used to," said Whate. 
 
"Voluntarily, some (retail) companies are no 
longer selling certain products in Toronto," said 
Greg Carducci, owner of Bill's Garden Centre on 
Pape Ave.  Homeowners are adapting more 
gracefully to the pesticide ban, said Katrina 
Miller, spokeswoman of the Toronto 
Environmental Alliance.  "I think that 
homeowners are much more apt to be affected 
and change their behaviour based on public 
education than the lawn-care companies," she 
said. 
 
Despite that, homeowners get until September 
2007 to change their habits.  "What council felt 
was that lawn-care companies already have a 
higher knowledge in horticultural care, so 
they're more able to make this switch to natural 
alternatives,” Whate explained. 
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CITY’S BEACHES ARE HIDING A DIRTY 
SECRET 
Extracted from an article by Mike Adler in The 
Villager, August 26, 2005 
 
The city has some clean beaches but pollution 
still closes three other Toronto beaches most of 
the time. And no one can say for certain why 
that is. 
 
The most miserable cases, Scarborough’s 
Bluffer’s Park and Rouge Beach, were closed 
due to their E. coli bacteria counts of 92 and 84 
per cent, respectively, in June and July.  The 
gigantic Toronto Western Beaches Sewer 
Tunnel, was supposed to keep Sunnyside Beach 
open 80 to 90 percent of the time.  Instead, it 
closed for 41 days in June and July.   
 
Toronto was built with dozens of connections 
between sanitary and storm sewers. During 
storms, human waste mixes with water running 
off streets and reaches our rivers and the lake. 
The city separates combined sewers when it can, 
but may never have the money to do them all.  
At four kilometers, the Western Beaches Tunnel 
now covers eight combined overflows between 
High Park and Exhibition Place.   
 
It’s “extremely frustrating” not to get better 
results from so large an investment from 
taxpayers,” said Ward 13 Councillor Bill 
Saundercook, who was a consistent supported of 
the $52 million project.  Mike D’Andrea, 
director of water infrastructure management, 
acknowledged problems with the two tunnel 
pumps and said that a temporary pump isn’t 
working as well. But, he says that the city, 

knowing the Humber River is polluted by urban 
and agricultural runoff, expected Sunnyside 
would be posted no more than 30 percent of the 
time.  The city is considering a berm at the 
Humber’s mouth to direct polluted water away 
from the beach. 
 
Meanwhile, at Bluffer’s and Rouge beaches as 
well as Sunnyside, scientists are trying to detect 
how much of the E. coli bacteria is caused by 
Canada geese and other birds. But Waterkeeper 
president Mark Mattson argued that the group is 
finding high E. coli counts in a little creek 
running to the beach at Bluffer’s, pointing to 
storm water as the culprit. 
 
Something must be done to open Rouge Beach 
more often, particularly because summers in 
Toronto seem to be getting hotter, said Ward 44 
Councillor Gay Cowbourne.  “People need the 
opportunity to stay cool.” 
 
Beach-lovers elsewhere in the city, however, 
have something to cheer about this summer.  
Through the Toronto-based group Environ-
mental Defence, the Danish Foundation for 
Environmental Education announced that it 
would let the city’s cleanest beaches - Cherry, 
Hanlan’s Point, Ward’s Island and Woodbine - 
fly its symbolic Blue Flag in recognition of both 
their water quality and Toronto’s environmental 
education and recycling programs. 
 
One of the city’s next steps is a pair of sediment 
ponds with small wetlands that should make 
Sunnyside Beach cleaner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREE PLANTING 
 
It may be heresy to say so, but tree planting—with all its good intentions—is no substitute for untamed, self-
sown woodland.  Do we ever pause to think rationally about this curious rite (of tree planting), about what it 
does to the land and to the attitudes of the planters?  Trees, after all, grow quite naturally in our climate. 
 
Turn your back on a piece of land and it is, in a few years, a wood.  Much of the activity of farmers, developers, 
and nature conservation managers is, precisely, the killing of trees, for their impertinent insistence on growing 
where they like. 
 
From “Nature Cure” by Richard Mabey in BBC WILDLIFE, Vol. 23, No. 2, Feb. 2005 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR…) 
 

October 2004 

October was unremarkable, as the warm dry September conditions persisted but lessened in 
intensity. The monthly mean temperature averaged about a degree above the long-term average, 
being 11.2o downtown and 10.7o at Pearson Airport. Rainfall was 35.2 mm at Pearson Airport 
and 22.8 mm downtown, with not even a trace of snow. The precipitation totals were half the 
long-term normal or even less; it was the driest October in four years. Sunshine hours at 128.1 
were actually slightly below normal, however. 

As far as trends over the month as a whole are concerned, we had distinctly above-normal 
conditions during the first half of the month, with temperatures peaking at 27.2o at Pearson 
Airport on the 7th. It got much cooler and cloudy mid-month, with single-digit temperatures. 
There was no frost at either of the two main weather stations, however. The final part of the 
month saw a moderate warming trend once again.               
         Gavin Miller 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MONARCH BUTTERFLY FACTS 

 
*Females lay 300 to 400 eggs.   
*An egg takes three to 12 days to hatch, depending on the weather.   
*The tiny bullet-shaped egg is attached to the underside of a milkweed leaf. 
* Milkweed is the caterpillar’s sole source of food for the next two weeks until it pupates.   
* The caterpillar’s growth is startling. It will shed its skin four times as it grows to about two inches 
long. 
*It pupates by attaching itself to a leaf or stem by means of a tiny silk “button” that it spins with its 
mouth onto the plant.  It begins to transform into a pupa by hanging in a J posture. 
*The butterfly breaks free of the pupa shell after two weeks. Within a few hours the wings dry and 
stiffen.  
*Monarch butterflies live on a liquid diet of nectar and water from dozens of flower species including 
milkweed.  
*Both adult and caterpillar benefit from the milkweed’s poison by becoming poisonous to predators. 
*A bird does not know that the monarch is poisonous until it tastes one.  One experience with the 
hallowe’en-coloured butterfly is usually enough. 
*Adult monarchs live from a few weeks to a few months.  Early summer monarchs feed, court and 
reproduce.  After only two or three weeks, they die.   
*Monarchs born in late summer, as hours of sunlight decrease and the nights grow cool, migrate back to 
warm tropical climes. 
*Western monarchs (west of the Rocky Mts.) fly to California; eastern monarchs, a much larger group, 
fly to Mexico.  Monarchs are also found in Central America and northern South America. 
 

Siobhan Montague 
 

From The Remarkable Flight of the Monarchs, by Lynn M. Stone, The Rourke Corporation, 1991. 
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COMING EVENTS 
 

Toronto Ornithological Club – Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks – aimed at the intermediate 
birder, but beginners are also welcome.  Free. 
      Saturday, October 8, 2005, 8:00 a.m. (all day), with Herb Elliott.  Meet at the Toronto Islands Ferry Docks at the 
 foot of Bay St. to catch the 8:15 a m. ferry to Hanlan’s Point.  Bring a lunch.    
 
Ontario Urban Forest Council – AGM and Seminar: “Professionals and Amateurs – Nurturing 
the Forest,” Thursday, October 20, 2005 at Black Creek Pioneer Village.   

Talks include: “Inspiring Stories of Citizens Protecting Neighbourhood Trees from Destruction” and “How to 
Reforest your Neighbourhood.”  For information, contact Jack Radecki at 416-936-6735; fax: 416-291-9584; 
email jradec@mountpleasantgroup.com  

 
High Park Walking Tours 

Walks begin just south of the Grenadier Restaurant in High Park.  Call 416-392-1748 or 416-392-6916 for 
information. 

 
Rouge Valley Conservation Centre – Nature Hikes – suitable for adults and families. 
      Guided hikes through the Rouge, covering various topics, held the second Sunday of every month, rain or shine.   

Walks depart from the Rouge Valley Conservation Centre (Pearse House) at 1:30 p.m. and last approximately 2 
hours.   No charge for admission,   donations gratefully accepted.   For information, call 416-282-8265 or 416-
282-0453.  

 
Lady Edgar’s Fresh Air Highlands of Toronto - Heritage Walk 
      Sunday, October 23, 2005, 1:30 p.m.   A walk of Lady and Sir James Edgar’s Toronto Belt Line Railway and 

their concept of a clean, fresh air route out of downtown Toronto, c.1890.   Free.  Meet at the entrance to Castle 
Frank subway station.   For information call 416-781-7663.  

 
Royal Canadian Institute - Lecture Series 
      Lectures are held at 3 p m. at the J.J.R. Macleod Auditorium, Medical Sciences Building, University of  

Toronto, 1 King’s College Circle, Toronto.   For information call 416-977-2983. 
§ October 16    Nanotechnology:  Dr. Ted Sargent, MIT / University of Toronto 
§ October 23    Stem Cell Research:  Dr. Freda Miller, Sick Kids Hospital 
§ October 30    Proteomics:  Dr. Aled Edwards, Banting and Best Department of Medical Research,                        

  University of Toronto 
 
Birds of the Bartley Smith Greenway 
 Saturday, October 15, 2005  9 – 11 a.m.  Join experienced naturalists on a birdwatching expedition along the 

Bartley Smith Greenway.   Many species of birds use this important valley corridor of the Don River for their 
long journeys southward.   Bring binoculars and a bird field guide if you have them. Meet at Langstaff Ecopark, 
Vaughan Park at the Langstaff soccer field, on the south side of Langstaff Road, just east of Keele Street.  For 
information call TRCA at 416-661-6600 ext. 5660. 

 
Toronto Bay Initiative 
 To register, call 416-598-2277.   Ferry: $4-$6 return.  

§ Saturday, October 1, 2005 10 a m. to 1 p m.  Toronto Island Historical Bike Tour, TBI members $10, Non-
members $15.     

§ Sunday, October 16, 2005  1 p.m. – 3 p m.  Outdoor Art on the Toronto Islands,  TBI members $5, Non-
members $10.   

§ Sunday, October 23, 2005  9:15 a m. – noon.  Gibraltar Sand Dune Restoration 3, Free.   
 

mailto:jradec@mountpleasantgroup.com
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