
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Allan Gardens, drawn by Mary Anne Miller 
 
 

   
REGULARS   
Coming Events 19  
For Reading 5    
From the Archives 16  
Keeping in Touch 11  
Monthly Meetings Notice 3  
Monthly Meeting Report 7  
Outings Reports 8  
President’s Report 6  
TFN Outings 4  
Weather 18  

 
 

 

   
FEATURES 
 

  

   
   
   
   
   

Number 552                                WINTER ISSUE                                December 2007 



TFN 552-2 Toronto Field Naturalist  December 2007  

Toronto Field Naturalist is published by the Toronto Field 
Naturalists, a charitable, non-profit organization, the aims of 
which are to stimulate public interest in natural history and 
to encourage the preservation of our natural heritage. Issued 
monthly September to December and February to May.  
Views expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those 
of the editor or Toronto Field Naturalists. 
 
ISSN 0820-636X 
 
 
IT’S YOUR NEWSLETTER! 
We welcome contributions of original writing, up to 500 
words, of observations on nature in and around Toronto, 
reviews, poems, sketches, paintings, and photographs of 
TFN outings (digital or print, include date and place).  
Include your name, address and phone number so 
submissions can be acknowledged.  Send by mail or email.  
Deadline for submissions for February issue: Jan. 3, 2008. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 
Jenny Bull (co-editor), Eva Davis, Karin Fawthrop, Nancy 
Fredenburg, Elisabeth Gladstone, Mary Lieberman, Joanne 
Lynes, Ruth Munson, Marilynn Murphy, Toshi Oikawa, 
Wendy Rothwell (co-editor), Jan Sugerman. 
 

Printing and mailing: Perkins Mailing Services 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
President   Pinky Franklin 
Vice President   Wendy Rothwell 
Sec.-Treasurer Corley Phillips 
Nature Reserves George Bryant 
Communications Alexander Cappell 
Monthly lectures Nick Eyles 
Outings            ) 
                         ) 

Gail Gregory 
Ruth Munson 

Web-master Margaret McRae 
 Barry Mitchell 
 Peter Money 
 Robert Kortright 
 
MEMBERSHIP FEES 
$30 STUDENT, SENIOR SINGLE (65+) 
$40 SINGLE, SENIOR FAMILY (2 adults, 65+) 
$50 FAMILY (2 adults – same address, children included) 
 

No GST.  Tax receipts issued for donations.  Send 
membership fees and address changes to the TFN office. 
Please note: TFN does not give out its membership list.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY GIFT 

 
* doesn't need to be gift wrapped 
* is delivered directly to the recipient 
* comes 8 times in the year, not just in December 
* gives access to over 100 outdoor experiences 
* promotes good fellowship with like-minded people 
* is informative, educational and entertaining 

 
GIVE A TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS MEMBERSHIP 

 

Toronto Field Naturalists 
2 Carlton St., # 1519, Toronto M5B 1J3 

 

   Tel:   416-593-2656 
 Web: www.torontofieldnaturalists.org 

 Email: office@torontofieldnaturalists.org 

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
mailto:office@torontofieldnaturalists.org


December 2007 Toronto Field Naturalist TFN 552-3 

TFN MEETING 
 
 

Sunday, December 2 at 2:30 pm 
 
 

Toronto Waterfront Projects and Natural Habitats 
 

 Brenda Webster, Project Manager – Planning and Design, 
Waterfront Toronto (formerly Toronto Waterfront Revitalization Corporation) 

 
 

VISITORS WELCOME! 
 
 

SOCIAL:  2:00 - 2:30 pm 
 
 

Room 001, Emmanuel College, University of Toronto, 75 Queen’s Park Cres. East 
 
Emmanuel College is just south of the Museum subway station exit (east side of Queen’s Park).  Enter at south end of building, 
down a few steps on outside stairwell.  Wheelchair entrance: Second door south on Queen’s Park (no automatic opener).  
Elevator inside to the right. Room 001 is one floor below street level. 

 
For information: call 416-593-2656 up to noon on the Friday preceding the lecture. 

 
 

 
Upcoming TFN Monthly Meetings 

 
Feb. 3 Reptiles and Amphibians of Eastern North America 
 Sid Daniels, retired elementary school principal and lifelong naturalist 
 
Mar. 2  The Galapagos and Ballestas Islands  
 Peter Money, TFN member, retired geologist, amateur naturalist and photographer  
 
Apr. 6   Flying Whimbrels and Soaring Spirits:An examination of Presqu'ile and Petroglyphs Provincial Parks   
 David Bree, Naturalist, Ontario Provincial Parks  

 
May 4  Fathom Five National Marine Park 
 Lisa Tutty, University of Toronto 
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TFN OUTINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, 
Dec. 1 
10:30 a.m. 

BRICK WORKS – Last Farmers’ Market of the Year – Nature Arts 
Leader: Gail Gregory 
Meet at Castle Frank subway station. The walk to the Brick Works takes about 30 minutes.  Bring what you 
need for photography or sketching.  Lunch at the Brick Works and hike back to start there is no shuttle 
service on this date). 
 

Tuesday,  
Dec. 4 
10:00 a.m. 

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY – Birds, Trees, Tombstones? 
Leader: George Bryant 
Meet at Davisville subway station. Morning only. 
 

Saturday, 
Dec. 8 
10:00 a.m. 

TAYLOR CREEK PARK – Restoration Sites and Environmental Challenges 
Leader: James McArthur, Friends of the Don East 
Meet in the parking lot of Stan Wadlow Park at the end of Haldon Ave. which runs north off Cosburn Ave. 
east of Woodbine Ave. (#87 Cosburn bus).  Morning only.  Be prepared for possible icy paths. 
 

Tuesday, 
Dec. 11 
9:45 a.m. 

TORONTO ISLANDS – Birds 
Leader:  Doug Paton 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. for the 10:00 a m. ferry to Ward’s Island. Bring lunch, 
binoculars, money for ferry.  Dress warmly. 
 

Saturday, 
Dec. 15 
10:00 a.m. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT – Birds and Plants 
Leader: George Bryant 
Meet at the park entrance at Leslie St. and Unwin Ave.  Bring lunch and binoculars. 
 

Sunday, 
Dec. 16 
1:00 p.m. 

TORONTO ISLANDS 1857-2007 – 150 Years of Separation.  Lost Rivers Walks 
Leader:  Ian Wheal 
Meet at the ferry dock at the foot of Bay St.  Bring money for ferry. 
This is a joint walk with Toronto Green Community. 
 

Wednesday, 
Dec. 19 
10:00 a.m. 

DUNCAN WOODS CREEK (plus a bit of German Mills Creek) – Great Rivers of 
North York Series 
Leader: Alexander Cappell 
Meet at the southeast corner of  McNicoll Ave. and Don Mills Rd.  Morning only.  Finish at a coffee shop. 

 

• TFN events are conducted by unpaid volunteers. 
• The club assumes no responsibility for injuries sustained by anyone participating in our activities. 
• Children and visitors are welcome at all TFN events.  Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
• If you plan to bring children in a stroller, be aware that there may be steps or other unsuitable terrain.   
• Please do not bring pets. 
• To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules by calling 416-393-4636.   
• Outings go rain or shine: check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you will know what to wear. 
• Wear appropriate footwear for walking on trails which may be muddy, steep or uneven. 

 

 
 
 

 

What to Wear on Winter Walks, artwork by Eva Davis 
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Thursday, 
Dec. 27  
11:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
LOWER DON VALLEY – Nature Walk    
Leader: Margaret McRae 
Meet on the north side of O'Connor Dr. at Beechwood Dr. We will walk south along the Don to Todmorden 
Mills. Bring binoculars.   Morning only. 
 

Saturday,  
Dec. 29 
10:30 a.m. 

LOWER DON VALLEY – Nature Walk 
Leader:  Margaret McRae 
Meet at the southwest corner of Broadview Ave. and Pottery Rd. Morning only. Bring binoculars. 
 

Wednesday, 
Jan. 2, 2008 
11:00 a.m. 

BELT LINE – Winter Wonderland Walk 
Leader:  Roger Powley 
Meet at Davisville subway station. End at Eglinton West subway station.  Bring a snack. 
 

Saturday, 
Jan. 5  
10:30 a.m. 

ALLAN GARDENS – Nature Arts 
Leader:  Melanie Milanich 
Meet at the entrance to the greenhouses on the south side of Carlton St. just east of Jarvis St. Bring what you 
need for photography or sketching and anything you wish to share with the group after lunch at a nearby 
food court.  
 

Thursday, 
Jan.10 
1:00 p.m. 

HIGH PARK – Nature Walk 
Leader:  Pat Jones 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. W. at High Park Ave.  Bring binoculars. 
 

Saturday, 
Jan.12 
10:00 a.m. 

HUMBER BAY PARK EAST – Birds 
Leader:  Wendy Rothwell 
Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore Blvd. W. and Park Lawn Rd. Bring binoculars. Morning only. 
 

Tuesday,  
Jan. 15 
10:00 a.m. 

DISTILLERY DISTRICT – Heritage Walk 
Leader:  Anne Scott 
Meet at the southeast corner of King St. E. and Parliament St.  There are eateries nearby for lunch. 
 

Saturday, 
Jan.19 
2:00 p.m. 

BELT LINE – Urban Nature 
Leader: Ed Freeman 
Meet at the Davisville subway station. We will walk west to Fairbank Ave. Bring binoculars. 
 

Sunday, 
Jan. 20 
2:00 p.m.    

MARKET CREEK, TADDLE CREEK – Lost Rivers Walk 
Leader: Helen Mills  
Meet at the Labyrinth, west of the Eaton Centre, south of Holy Trinity Church.  We will explore lost creeks 
and the old Lake Ontario shoreline ending at the Distillery District. This is a joint walk with Toronto Green 
Community. 
 

Tuesday,  
Jan. 22 
10:00 a.m. 

COLONEL SAMUEL SMITH PARK – Birds 
Leader: Doug Paton 
Meet at the southwest corner of Kipling Ave. and Lake Shore Blvd. W.  Bring binoculars.  Morning only. 
 

Saturday, 
Jan. 26 
10:00 a.m. 

ASHBRIDGES BAY – Birds 
Leader: Bob Kortright 
Meet at the southwest corner of Lake Shore Blvd. E. and Coxwell Ave. Bring binoculars. Morning only. 
 

Tuesday, 
Jan. 29 
10:30 a.m. 

WARDEN WOODS – Nature Walk 
Leader: Gail Gregory 
Meet at the Warden subway exit. We will walk west to Victoria Park subway station. Morning only. Be 
prepared for possible icy paths. 
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May 16, 1999
9:30 pm 

May 16, 1999
9:30 pm 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

One of the objectives of the Board is to increase our 
membership. To that end it is instructive to know how 
people hear about the TFN and what motivates them to 
join. Thank you to all the new members (we have over 
100 this year to date) who responded to the questions in 
my “Welcome” email. This information gives us a good 
indication of what your interests are and will serve as a 
guide to help us promote the TFN and attract more new 
members. 
 
I am writing this having just heard our latest TFN 
lecture by Bridget Stutchbury, author of Silence of the 
Songbirds. One of the most powerful images in her 

presentation was of a cloud of migrating songbirds 
moving north at night, captured by a Doppler weather 
radar. At dusk, millions of these birds take flight and 
cross northward over the Great Lakes on one of the last 
legs of their marathon migration – so many that the 
radar picks up what appears to be a massive hurricane 

sweeping the area. Weak and exhausted, they reach the 
other side as the sun begins to rise and must find a place 
with food and shelter to rest during the day. The first 
landfall they make, however, happens to be Canada’s 
most densely populated region: the GTA.  
 
With this in mind I can’t help but think ahead to the 
next lecture regarding the development of Toronto’s 
waterfront. The Leslie Street Spit, the Islands and a few 
isolated parks currently provide sanctuary for the birds 
but it became obvious from Bridget’s lecture that every 
square inch of backyard, parkland, ravine and shoreline 
is vital to their survival. It is therefore critical to ensure 
that any development of Toronto’s waterfront preserves 
and augments natural areas. As it stands, Waterfront 
Toronto, the corporation that is undertaking the 
development, has included plans to naturalize the 
estuary of the Don River and some parts along the lake 
shoreline. While these plans are encouraging, it will 
require public pressure to ensure that they are 
implemented and not forsaken in the name of 
development dollars. 
 
I therefore encourage you to attend this month’s lecture. 
Your physical presence will demonstrate that the public 
is interested and concerned. Your questions and 
comments can influence the direction of this massive 
undertaking. As Dalton Shipway notes, “This is an 
opportunity that far exceeds Stanley Park, Central Park 
or the Boston Common. We can have deer come down 
to the lake for a drink of water!”  We cannot 
overestimate the importance of the lakeshore’s natural 
areas to migrating birds or to our ecosystem as a whole. 
I hope as many people as are able will turn out on 
December 2. 

Pinky Franklin 
 

 

Tax Deductible Donations 
 
The TFN is dependent for funding solely on membership dues and donations. We rely on the generosity of our 
members for special projects and extraordinary expenses. If you wish to make a donation to TFN this may be 
done by sending a cheque to the TFN office (see page 2), or go to our web site, 
www.torontofieldnaturalists.org and click on “Donate Now through CanadaHelps.org.”  As a charitable non-
profit organization we can (happily) issue receipts for use as deductions on your income tax return.  

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
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MONTHLY MEETING REPORT 
 

Migrating Songbirds: Canaries in the Coal Mine, Sunday, November 4, 2007 
Bridget Stutchbury, York University
 
Bridget Stutchbury’s talk for TFN’s Sunday afternoon 
lecture series was one of the most thought provoking 
and sobering of lectures to date. Songbirds are 
disappearing at an alarming rate; the word extinction 
wasn’t mentioned but the facts are clear – in another 
30-40 years we may have no more migrant birds 
arriving on our shores from Central and South 
America. This is because of increasing exports of fruit 
and vegetables and coffee to North American 
consumers.  This demand creates a persistent, 
relentless loss of habitat and contamination (sometimes 
deliberate) of bird populations by agriculturally related 
pesticides used by Latin American farmers.  
 
Similarly, the many urban areas in eastern North 
America have become killing fields with their tall 
buildings and lights creating an obstacle course that 
birds must negotiate. Predators such as feral cats and 
chipmunks (often aided by other aggressive birds such 
as cowbirds) do the rest, creating songbird survival 
rates that are simply not sustainable. There are some  
 

 
actions we can take to help, such as buying so-called 
‘shade coffee’ that is grown on plantations that retain 
tall trees and their protective canopies, but public 
recognition of this is minimal. We can turn down the 
lights in big cities and naturalize our backyards (watch 
those cats) but the prospects are not good for the song 
birds in the face of growing human populations and 
their demand for pristine fruit. Clouds of migrating 
birds so spectacularly mapped by Doppler radar as they 
pass over Lake Ontario and Lake Erie may soon be a 
thing of the past. All for the price of a cup of coffee 
and a bowl of fruit. Food indeed for thought.    
 
Bridget Stutchbury holds a prestigious Canada 
Research Chair in the Department of Biology at York 
University. She gained her B.Sc. and M.Sc. at Queens 
in Kingston, before obtaining a Ph.D. at Yale.  She is 
the author of Silence of the Songbirds, published by 
University of Toronto Press and recommended for a 
Governor General’s Literary Award for non-fiction. 
We thank her for an outstanding lecture. 

Nick Eyles

 
How you can help songbirds 

 
• Buy shade coffee or sustainable coffee that is organic and fairly traded 
 Increases tropical forest habitat for birds and other wildlife; conserves soil; provides fair profits for 

farmers; fewer pesticides in environment 
 

• When buying produce from Latin America, choose organic 
 Reduces the amount of dangerous pesticide use in the tropics; fewer birds killed; safer for farmers 

and consumers 
 

• Turn off the lights at night during peak migration periods 
 Fewer birds killed and injured by hitting buildings; saves electricity 

 
• Keep your cat indoors 
 Fewer birds killed; healthier and longer lives for pets 

 
• Buy disposable paper products made from recycled paper, and not bleached with chlorine 
 Reduces logging pressure on forests; increases habitat for birds; creates less pollution 

 
• Buy wood products certified by the Forest Stewardship Council 
 Increases amount of forest being logged sustainably and responsibly; better habitat for birds; 

healthier forest 
 

Extracted from Silence of the Songbirds by Bridget Stutchbury 
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EXTRACTS FROM OUTINGS REPORTS 
 

 
Nature and Heritage, Humber River. October 2.  
Leader: Madeleine McDowell.  We saw lots of salmon 
leaping.  New England and heart-leaved asters and zig-
zag goldenrods were flowering along with other 
composites such as Jerusalem artichoke and woodland 
sunflower, and chicory and tansy.  There were roses 
with hips and Virginia Creeper in fruit as well.  We 
saw black dragonflies, amber and black furry caterpil-
lars crossing the walkway, and many striped snails (not 
native).  We also came across some bivalve fossils. 
 
Nature Walk, Sunnybrook Park.  October 3.  Leader: 
Roger Powley.  The trees in the area along Burke 
Creek are very old and large: white pine, hemlock, 
sugar maple and beech.  We saw fish in the creek.  
Before professional and other dog walkers took over 
this area there were fox dens and pileated woodpeck-
ers. Some anti-erosion work has been done recently.  
There has been plant destruction from bikers making 
hills of mud. The area is still very beautiful and some-
what untouched on the south hillside.  Some members 
had never visited this part of the creek before. 
 
Nature Walk, East Don.  October 9.  Leader: Barbara 
Kalthoff.   It would have been nicer without the rain 
and drizzle but still, four members and their leader had 
an enjoyable time.  The maples were at their best. The 
most exciting time was when we watched a salmon 
fighting its way upstream over treacherous rocks to the 
spawning grounds.  Birds included White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing, 
Song Sparrow and White-throated Sparrow. 
 
Nature Walk, East Point Park.  October 13. Leader: 
D. Andrew White.  We went through the filtration 
plant and along the lake shore.  Fringed gentians grew 
along the footpath and were in flower.  There were a 
fair number of kinglets among other birds.  We saw 
birch polypore, ganoderma and turkeytails on a birch 
log and slime-cap yellow boletes and shaggy manes on 
the filtration plant lawn.  Also, tinder polypore on a 
log.  Insects included strobilus willow-gall larvae, 
redonts, wooly-bear caterpillars, bumblebee, and green 
darners. 
 
Birds, Colonel Samuel Smith Park.  October 16. 
Leader: Doug Paton.  In the morning, before going out 
on the peninsula, we saw a number of ducks and land 
birds. Later, on the peninsula we saw Red-necked 
Grebe and more ducks and two palm warblers and a 

number of sparrows: Chipping, Song, White-throated, 
White-crowned Sparrows and Junco.  After lunch we 
saw a Pied-billed Grebe and a pair of mocking-birds 
which gave us a good show.  It was chilly, cool and 
windy but we saw two clouded sulphur butterflies and 
two cabbage-whites.  We saw 31 species of birds in 
total. 
 
Birds, Leslie Street Spit.  October 20.  Leader: Carol 
Sellers.  A very windy day.  Butterflies seen: 6 orange 
sulphurs, 2 monarchs, 1 mourning cloak, 1 American 
painted lady and 1 red admiral.  Birds included: Blue-
winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Hooded Merganser, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Red-
tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Greater Yellowlegs, 
Belted Kingfisher, Eastern Phoebe, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Winter Wren, Golden- and 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Tennessee, Nashville and 
Yellow-rumped Warblers, Rufous-sided Towhee, Song 
and White-throated Sparrows. 
October 20 walk at Leslie Street Spit, photo by Norah Jancik 

 
Birds, Leslie Street Spit.  October 27.  Leader: Kevin 
Seymour.  In addition to birds, which we were focusing 
on, we saw one feral cat, one large dead carp, shaggy 
mane mushrooms as well as new native plantings.  In 
addition to many of the species seen on the October 20 
walk at the Spit, we saw Red-necked Grebe, Great 
Blue Heron, Green-winged Teal, Redhead Duck, Ring-
necked Duck, Scaup (mostly Greater),  Long-tailed 
Ducks, Common Goldeneye, Buffleheads, and Ruddy 
Ducks.  Also Cooper’s Hawk, American Kestrel which 
we saw eating grasshoppers, American Coot and 
Bonaparte’s Gull. 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 

 
Ed Boucher e-mailed to say that he had observed a pair of 
tagged trumpeter swans at Colonel Sam Smith Park on 
October 31.  He was able to take this photo showing the tag 
number on one of the swans but could not read the number 
on the second swan. 
 
  
 

 

Outings Leaders! 
 
What a great job you have been doing for the TFN! And, because it’s the busy people who get things done, 
we are asking you to do that ONE MORE TASK. 
 
The TFN Board has been talking about all the ways to increase our membership numbers. It’s exciting that 
we are looking forward to our 85th anniversary year. Please hand out membership brochures on your walks if 
you possibly can. Hand them to visitors. Hand them to members who will give them to a neighbour or a 
friend! Hand them to passers-by in the parks! If you have any creative ideas for getting our membership 
brochures out to likely people, call the office. Thanks.   

Outings Committee 
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SHRUBBY FALSE INDIGO IN TORONTO 
 
A walk along the beach at Bluffer’s Park in eastern 
Toronto can be a delightful experience for a naturalist 
at any time of the year. However, June, when bird and 
insect activity is at its peak, is perhaps the most 
exciting time. On June 20 during a stroll along the trail 
I observed hundreds of hyper-active Bank Swallows at 
a nest colony, a Warbling Vireo singing from its nest 
high in a poplar and a hatch of mourning cloak 
caterpillars demolishing a willow. About 200 metres 
east of the parking lot, the Scarborough Bluffs 
approach the lake and the trail becomes overgrown by 
vegetation. One of the dominant shrubs here is a 
legume with compound leaves like a black locust and a 
spike of small purple flowers with protruding yellow 
stamens.  I took a sample home for identification and 
readily identified it as shrubby false indigo (Amorpha 
fruticosa L.) which the encyclopaedic Ontario Plant 
List (OPL) of 1998 categorized as S1—native and 
extremely rare (fewer than five locations), although it 
was also known as an escape).  
 
There are several interesting aspects to shrubby false 
indigo. 
 
•   This is an attractive plant, sometimes planted in 
gardens. The herbarium of the Royal Ontario Museum 
contains only two specimens: Kingsway 1947 and 
Humber River undated. I suspect these vouchers* are 
simply garden escapes.  Shrubby false indigo was not 
included in the comprehensive Shrubs of Ontario 
(1982) by Soper and Heimburger. Thus many field 
botanists like me were not familiar with the plant. 
 

•   Shrubby false indigo is widespread in the U.S., 
south and west of Ontario where its preferred habitat is 
moist woods and stream banks. Unlike most native 
plants which keep pretty much to their original range, 
this species has spread dramatically in the past few 
years since the OPL was published. Thus, in botanical 
terms, it is native, adventive and even invasive. 
 
•   Another unusual aspect of this plant is its apparent 
method of seed transport. In recent years Gavin Miller 
has found it in abundance at the mouth of Duffins 
Creek and Frenchman’s Bay. From my notes I see I 
had previously been shown the plant near the tip of 
Point Pelee and along the Detroit River, both recent 
arrivals. All these sites are on the shores of the Great 
Lakes. It is clear that the shrubby false indigo is 
spreading in part by the conveyance of seeds 
(contained in a legume pod) on the surface of lake 
water. There are other plants that spread in this 
fashion; to me the best example is coconut palm! 
 
In a 2006 survey of the Leslie Spit, Gavin Miller did 
not encounter the shrubby false indigo. In view of the 
spread of this species, we expect that someone will 
find it there any day now. In the meantime, I 
recommend you take a stroll in Bluffer’s Park. There 
you may see not just many birds and butterflies but 
also a once-rare plant that has now attained a beach 
stronghold.  
 
Thanks to Jenny Bull, Gavin Miller and Paul Catling 
for their comments. 

George Bryant 
 

* Spec mens are ca ed vouchers because they vouch for the fact that a spec es was grow ng n a part cu ar p ace at a 
particular time.

 

Nature Reserves Committee — A Call for Volunteers 
 

The TFN board has re-activated the Nature Reserves Committee. Its purpose is to manage our existing nature 
reserves and to acquire additional land for stewardship. We are looking for a few members to volunteer some 
time to this rewarding task. 
 
The mandate of the committee is to: 

• Monitor nature reserves for management issues (e.g. access, neighbour relations, washrooms, 
 and signage) 
• Lead negotiations to acquire additional properties 
• Update species list  
• Revise and reprint Guide to the Toronto Field Naturalists’ Nature Reserves. 

 
Most committee meetings will be by email; there will be at least one face to face meeting annually, at the nature 
reserves. For further information, call George Bryant at  or email   
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A LOCALLY RARE ASTER IN TAYLOR CREEK PARK 
 

The TFN’s Vascular Plants of Metropolitan Toronto lists the 
arrow leaved aster, Aster urophyllus (now known as 
Symphiotrichum urophyllum, and previously also known as  
A. sagittifolius), as locally rare and only confirmed for High 
Park and Toronto Island. The closely similar Lindley’s aster 
(S. ciliolatus) was not included in the TFN listing. 
 
On Oct. 5 I found one of these two species in bloom in Taylor 
Creek Park. The location: along a footpath under the power 
line that runs near the south boundary of the western part of the 
park. The accompanying photograph shows the mid-stem 
lance-shaped leaves, with a winged stalk, and the stalkless 
linear-lanceolate upper stem leaves characteristic of these two 
species. The flower size (about 1.5 cm) and white to pink ray 
flower colour suggests S. urophyllum but further investigation 
by a botanist seems warranted. Lindley’s aster characteristic-
ally has pale to deep blue ray flowers.  
 
Both Newcomb’s and Peterson’s wildflower guides give the 
species range for S. urophyllum as Vermont to North Dakota 
and south. It is not listed in the ROM Wildflowers of Ontario 
field guide. The arrow leaved aster has also been reported in 
Grey/Bruce counties but is rare there (see The Asters, 
Goldenrods and Fleabanes of Grey and Bruce Counties 
[published by the Bruce-Grey Plant Committee of the Owen 
Sound Field Naturalists]). According to this reference, 
Lindley’s aster (S. ciliolatum) is a northern species common on 
the Bruce Peninsula but not elsewhere (e.g. farther south) in 
that region. 

Peter Money 
 

 
Ed.:  There are nearly 20 species of asters in York Region, including Toronto, only half of which are fairly common.  Some 
of the rarer species are found in only one or two locations.   
 
Aster species can be difficult to tell apart and even Asa Gray, the famous nineteenth century botanist at Harvard, had trouble 
classifying them. The front cover of the 1996 edition of Asters of Ontario has this quote:  “I am half dead with Aster.  I got 
on very fairly until I got to the thick of the genus, around what I call the Dumosi and Salicifolia.  Here I work and work, but 
make no headway at all. I can’t tell what are species and how to define any of them… I was never so boggled… If you hear 
of my breaking down utterly, and being sent to an asylum, you may lay it to Aster, which is a slow and fatal poison.”   
 
Fortunately, there are two good references for asters and goldenrods in Ontario to help us in the twenty-first century! These 
references, by John C. Semple and others at the University of Waterloo, include aster and goldenrod species that do not make 
it into the four field guides mentioned above. Though somewhat technical, they include distribution maps, rarity status, 
excellent illustrations (which were re-used in the Grey-Bruce guide), thorough descriptions, Latin synonyms and multiple 
common names, a glossary and illustrated technical terms, identification keys, and more. Order by cheque or money order 
(payable to University of Waterloo), specify regular or spiral bound, and add 6% GST to the price of the book(s) plus 
shipping and handling, from: Biology Series, Department of Biology, University of Waterloo, Waterloo N2L 3G1;  
519-888-4567 ext. 33751; jvenn@sciborg.uwaterloo.ca;  www.jcsemple.uwaterloo.ca/uwbioser.htm#BOTANY 
 
• Goldenrods of Ontario, 3rd ed. 1999. Series no.39; 90 pages incl. 6 of coloured photographs; $15.00 + $5.00 s+h.  
•  Cultivated and Native Asters of Ontario…[etc.] 2002.  Series no. 41; 134 pages; $28 + $10 s+h.  
 

mailto:jvenn@sciborg.uwaterloo.ca
http://www.jcsemple.uwaterloo.ca/uwbioser.htm#BOTANY
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NEW TORONTO AREA BIRD CHECKLIST 
 
You can now print our revised bird sightings checklist from www.torontofieldnaturalists.org/birdchecklist.pdf.  We 
hope you find it easy to use.   
 
In this first revision in years, you’ll find a number of changes.  The most significant has to do with the order. The 
loon family no longer heads the list.  That honour now goes to the ducks, geese and swans family.  “How come?” 
you ask.  Well, lists need to be organized in some fashion. For plants and animals, the simplest method has been to 
list the families (and species contained in each family) with the oldest lineage first and those most recently evolved 
last. Traditionally, this classification was based on studies of structural shapes (morphology) and fossil records. But 
recent technological advances now allow researchers to determine relatedness based on molecular markers. The 
results of these techniques have caused a dramatic change in the ranking of many of our familiar animal groups. 
 
All birding organizations follow the lead of the American Ornithological Union (AOU). About every ten years, this 
organization reviews the current scientific literature and then revises the official AOU checklist.  In the most recent 
revision, not only were loons replaced by ducks, but vultures were lumped with storks, and Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks became part of the bunting family while Evening Grosbeaks remained finches. With all the on-going 
research into species, particularly with DNA fingerprinting, you can expect even more dramatic changes in future 
checklists. 
 
We value feedback, so please send any comments or suggestions about the new list to the TFN Office at 
office@torontofieldnaturalists.org or call 416-593-2656. 

George Bryant 
 

 
 

 
Toronto 2008 Tree Portraits Calendar 
 
A continuing celebration of the importance and uniqueness of 
our city’s tree heritage, the 2008 edition of the Toronto Tree 
Portraits Calendar explores the many benefits that trees provide 
– including their glorious beauty in full colour!  Internationally 
renowned photographer Vincenzo Pietropaolo has collaborated 
with writer Lorraine Johnson to produce the calendar. 
 
The 2008 calendar is conveniently formatted as a self-standing 
desk calendar, measuring 7″ by 7″.  All proceeds from the sale 
of the calendar go directly towards preserving and enhancing 
Toronto’s trees in parks, natural areas and other public spaces.   
 
To order, phone 416-397-5178 or e-mail 
parksandtrees@toronto.ca.  Cost is $15 plus $3 shipping for 
orders of fewer than three. 
 
 

 
 
 

I search for a gap 
Among the city’s towers 
To see the moon rise 

Away from the city 
Big dipper fills my window frame 
A nocturnal treat.  

 Haikus by Helen Juhola, October 2007 

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org/birdchecklist.pdf
mailto:office@torontofieldnaturalists.org
mailto:parksandtrees@toronto.ca
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REPORT FROM INVASIVE PLANTS SYMPOSIUM 
 
 
On October 26, 2007 a conference, "Speaking With 
One Voice" was held at the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Burlington with about 200 people in attendance.  
Although TFN didn't officially send representatives, 
several members were present.  The conference was 
one step in the ongoing process of establishing an 
invasive plant council in Ontario which aims to bring 
together representatives from a wide variety of 
organizations, interests and all levels of government.  
Similar councils have already been established in 
British Columbia, Alberta and a number of American 
states to share information and work together to 
address the challenges of invasive alien plants.  
 
Only a very small number of alien plants become 
naturalized and of those, a small proportion might 
become a serious problem.  There is a need for early  

identification of those potential problems, to focus on 
them and take appropriate action as quickly as 
possible.  Left unchecked too long, some invaders can 
cause massive ecological disaster and involve huge 
financial costs.  Kudzu (Pueraria montana var. lobata) 
and cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), for example, have 
caused major problems in the eastern and western U.S. 
respectively, covering millions of hectares of land and 
resulting in desertification in the case of cheatgrass. 
Kudzu, often called the plant that ate the South, has a 
habit similar to dog-strangling vine (pale swallow-
wort, Cynanchum rossicum).  A warmer climate could 
enable both kudzu and cheatgrass to spread into 
Ontario.  In our global economy, furthermore, it is 
impossible for inspectors to adequately monitor the 
accidental arrival of potentially harmful alien species.  
Some garden centres still sell potentially invasive 
species. 
 
Unlike chemicals which will eventually break down in 
the environment, an invasive species may reproduce 
indefinitely.  Alien invaders often take advantage of 
factors such as land use changes and climate change.  
Effective action differs for various species.  Digging 
plants out disturbs the soil and can make the situation 
worse.  Physical removal of invasive aliens has 
occasionally been effective but usually necessitates a 
very long-term commitment as well as other forms of 
action such as replacement of mycorrhizal fungi in the 
soil.  Well-meaning people have been known to dig out 
the wrong species.  
 
With our natural resources at risk, there is a need for 
increased public awareness and education and for 
biological protection.  Some legislation presently in 
place needs revision.  Efficient sharing of information 
is crucial.  The council will face huge challenges.  
Pending the establishment of their own website, further 
information about the council can be found at 
www.stewarshipcentre.on/ca.  

  
Marilynn Murphy and Jenny Bull 

Kudzu covering all other vegetation.  Photo courtesy  
Missouri Botanical PlantFinder 

 

Digital Projector Needed for Winter Show and Tell Event! 
 

The TFN is planning a program, probably in early March, which will include digital imaging. If you have a 
digital projector you would be willing to lend to the TFN for this program, please contact Peter Money at 

. 

http://www.stewarshipcentre.on/ca
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COMMON NAMES VERSUS LATIN NAMES 
 
Extracted from an article by Joan Crowe in Hart’s-Tongue Herald, newsletter of the Owen Sound Naturalists, Spring 2007 
 
On showing a picture of the trees in the Jamaican 
Royal Palm Reserve at the Owen Sound Field 
Naturalists members night, we were corrected by a 
member who said they were not Royal Palms but a 
different species.  It is true that we had seen a 
handsome avenue of Royal Palms near the capitol in 
Honolulu which were quite different but, the fact is, the 
Jamaicans do call their tree Royal Palm, probably 
because the accepted common name for their species is 
Marsh Cabbage Palm which would not be a very 
attractive name for a nature reserve!  This is just one 
example of how unreliable common names for plants 
can be.  The Jamaican tree is Roystonia princeps and 
the Royal Palm everywhere else is Roystonia regia. 
 
My favorite example of this source of confusion is the 
“bluebell,” a campanula in Scotland (Campanula 
rotundifolia also found here); a lily in England 
(Hyacinthoides non-scriptus sometimes cultivated 
here); two members of the forget-me-not family native 
to eastern North America, either the Virginia bluebell 
(Mertensia virginica) or the northern bluebell 
(Mertensia paniculata); and finally, a gentian in Texas 
(Eustonia exaltatum). 
 
I ran into another example one spring when I was 
chatting to someone on the beach at Hope Bay [on the 
Bruce Peninsula]. We had just been on the Bruce Trail.  
I remarked on the wonderful display of cowslips, far 
more than I had ever seen in one place in England.  He 
did not seem very impressed and said there were lots of 
them where he lived in Strathroy.  It did not dawn on 
me until some time later that he was talking about 
marsh marigolds (Caltha palustris) and I was talking 
about the European introduction, Primula vera.  Early 
settlers moved common names across the ocean the 
way they moved place names.   
 
Incidentally, marsh marigolds are often called kingcups 
in England.  This is an example of one plant species 
having more than one common name.  On a spring hike 
a few years ago someone pointed out to another the 
beautiful trout lilies.  The second said “Just look at 
those dogtooth violets.”  It was some time before they 
realized they were talking about the same flower and, 
of course, there could have been a third person 
pointing out the lovely adder’s tongue!  By the way, it 
was Erythronium americanum. 

Sometimes common names can be extremely localized.  
When I was teaching in Thunder Bay in the 1960s, I 
took the class on a field trip to a nearby wetland and 
pointed out the swamp laurel (Kalmia polifolia).  One 
of the students said, “We call that Chinese teacups,” — 
a charmingly appropriate name for such a pretty flower 
which must have dated back to earlier years when 
decorated porcelain cups were imported from China.  It 
was a totally local invention which I have never heard 
elsewhere. 
 
This is the reason we have Latin names for plants.  By 
international agreement there is a unique name for each 
species. There is no international consensus for 
common names. The Latin name consists of two 
words, the first being the genus (group) to which the 
plant belongs. The second word is the species name.  

This binomial system was firmly established by 
Linnaeus in 1753 and quickly came to be universally 
accepted. The following rules were set down at an 
International Botanical Congress in Paris in 1867: 
§ One plant may not have more than one name. 
§ No two plants shall have the same name. 
§ If more than one name has been applied to a plant, 

the earliest one after 1753 is the valid name. It was 
not uncommon in earlier days for the same plant to 
be named in different parts of the world by 
different botanists. The reason for 1753 is that the 
binomials applied before Linnaeus were very 
inconsistent. 
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§ The name of the author of the description must be 
cited.  This is usually abbreviated and commonest 
of all is L. for Linnaeus. 

 
As an example, the genus name for the buttercups is 
Ranunculus.  The common buttercup is Ranunculus 
acris L., the creeping buttercup is Ranunculus repens 
L. and the swamp buttercup is Ranunculus hispidus 
Michaux.  Italics are used to distinguish the Latin. 
Quite often over the years Latin names are changed, 
often because the original naming is found to refer to 
two different plants. In that case, the original author’s 
initials go in brackets and the later author added after. 
For example, toothwort is Cardamine diphylla 
(Michaux) Wood. It was originally named by Andre 
Michaux (1746-1802) and the classification was 
changed by Alphonso Wood (1810-1881). The most 
probable reason for this is that it was separated from 
cut-leaved toothwort, Cardamine concatentata 
(Michaux) Schw.  (Schw. is Louis David von 
Schweinitz.)  It is not uncommon for the genus name to 
be the same as the common name, in which case it is 
not capitalized or italicized.  Examples of this are aster, 
chrysanthemum, sedum and iris. 
 
Quite often the species name will tell you something 
about the plant or where it was found. Many plants 
found in the early days of colonizing North America 
have species names such as virginiana or pensylvanica 
or canadensis. Others are European such as sibirica, 

hispanica or anglica. Some words describe habitats 
such as maritimus (by the sea); palustris (swampy or 
marshy places); montanum (mountain); amphibium (in 
water). Others describe parts of the plants: rotundifolia 
(round-leaved), graminifolia (grass-leaved), 
chrysocarpa (golden-fruited), nudicaulis (naked stalk), 
Corallorhiza (coral root).  Colour is often used, for 
example, alba for white, nigra for black, or purpurea.  
Sometimes names are given to honour famous 
botanists: hookeri for Joseph Hooker, and Linnaeus 
named the twinflower genus after himself — Linnaea 
borealis L. (borealis means northern).   
 
Strictly speaking, many of the words used are not 
Latin. Some are Greek and many are English with 
Latinized endings. Quite often they depend on how the 
author was feeling about the plant: foetidus means 
nasty-smelling, exaltatum means lofty, and horribilis 
speaks for itself.  My favourite in this category is the 
lichen Parmelia exasperatula. We can all guess how 
that taxonomist was feeling about that species! 
 
Amateur wildflower enthusiasts generally do not like 
Latin names, finding them intimidating and difficult to 
pronounce. The pronunciation is not important and 
varies anyway from place to place.  Just take it syllable 
by syllable.  However, using the Latin name is really 
important if you are communicating information about 
plants that you have found. 

 
 

 
Save the David Dunlap Observatory! 

 
As you probably know, the University of Toronto’s Governing Council approved the sale of the David Dunlap 
Observatory in Richmond Hill. TFN has been in contact with the Richmond Hill Naturalists (RHN) to offer support 
to save this historic facility and/or to save as much as possible of the 180 acre property as natural habitat. RHN is 
asking people to visit their website (www.rhnaturalists.ca) and click on Save the Observatory and then to write 
letters to Premier Dalton McGuinty (Legislative Building, Queen’s Park, Toronto ON M7A 1A1) and Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper (Office of the Prime Minister, 80 Wellington St., Ottawa ON K1A  0A6).  
 
Coincidently, in the journal Acorn (p.7, Fall 2007), I read some advice given to Catherine Nasmith, President of the 
Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, that bears repeating, on how to get the attention of your local politician: 
 
• When writing to members of government always mark the letter “Personal and Confidential.” That 

way you can be sure that the recipient or at least their senior political staff will see it. 
 
• Write to them of course but a face-to-face meeting leaves a stronger impression. Take three to four 

people, be well organized and brief in your remarks and then let them get on with their day. 
 
• Keep in touch between elections – you’d be surprised just how few constituents do this. Don’t be 

afraid to pick up the phone and politely make your views known. 
 

http://www.rhnaturalists.ca
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FIELD NOTES FROM A PARCHED CITY 
 
By Andrew Millward, Ph.D., Director of Ryerson University’s Urban Forest Research & Ecological Disturbance Group.   
Reprinted with permission of the author and Spacing Toronto (Spacing.ca), recently named best local blog by NOW.   
 
Torontonians will agree that this was a dry summer. But 
how dry?  Acknowledging the obvious irony, my 
research group has been collecting data in Allan 
Gardens over the past year. Our goal is to quantify the 
potential of urban forests to attenuate storm water 
runoff. We operate a weather station in the park and 
have collected data that shows June and July received 
only one quarter of the rainfall downtown Toronto 
should expect (in comparison to the long-term average 
reported by Environment Canada). More alarming than 
this are the data for August. During this month, we 
found that Allan Gardens only received 7.6 mm of rain, 
which is one tenth of the average. The repercussions of 
this are clear to most of us in the form of brown grass 
and wilting trees. What many of us tend to overlook, 
however, is the impact that this might have on our urban 
wildlife. This year, that oversight is not possible in 
Allan Gardens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of Toronto’s oldest parks, Allan Gardens is named 
after George William Allan, who was the philanthropist 
visionary who made it possible. It was officially named 
in 1901, but has been a city property since 1888. The 
park is best known for its botanical conservatory with a 
beautiful representation of flora. Enclosed by Jarvis, 
Gerrard, Sherbourne and Carlton streets, this 11 acre 
downtown oasis has more than 250 trees. 
 
While providing respite for many who live and work in 
its proximity, the park is also home to a squirrel 

population that exists in relative isolation from 
surrounding neighbourhoods. The Eastern Grey Squirrel 
(of which the commonly seen black squirrel is a 
melanistic member) has a home range that rarely 
exceeds two acres. The four busy streets that delineate 
the park, coupled with few overhead wires serving as 
safe transit routes, reinforce these squirrels’ geographic 
isolation. 
 
Food is of little concern to this squirrel population as 
the park has several large walnut trees as well as a 
steady supply of handouts from visiting humans. 
However, this summer, an unfortunate set of 
circumstances has come together to create a situation 
where water for “park-locked” wildlife is a very scarce 
resource. The City of Toronto has elected to not run any 
water in the park (including drinking fountains and the 
ornamental fountain on the parks western side). Further, 
there has been no irrigation in the park except for 
several small decorative flower beds. 
 
In the spring Grey Squirrels, living in Eastern North 
America, have been observed to tap sugar maple trees 
for sap — but this has been reported by scientists as a 
food supplement when winter supplies are scant, not as 
a source of water. In early August of this summer, I 
began to observe an alarming phenomenon in Allan 
Gardens: squirrels were beginning to girdle sugar 
maples (remove the bark layer in a circular pattern). 
Just inside the bark layer is the tree’s cambium, which 
is its active living layer. The cambium is the part of the 
tree that transports sugars and water between the leaves 
and roots. Damage to the cambium arrests the flow of 
these, and will quickly result in the death of an affected 
tree limb. 
 
Where this damage is extensive, the result will be fatal. 
While wildlife biologists have reported that the squirrel 
population is larger this year, due to the previous winter 
being warm, my research suggests that his phenomenon 
is not occurring in urban parks with adequate sources of 
water. 

 
Ed.:  Gail Gregory sent us an article about the squirrels in Allan Gardens by Dale Duncan in the Globe and Mail, 15 Sept.  
According to Richard Ubbens, Toronto’s head forester, in some years squirrel populations “blow through the roof” often after 
mild winters and that “Managing the urban forest means considering all the living things that it sustains – not just the trees.”  
Comments posted on Spacing Toronto say that the dry fountain at Allan Gardens was reported in The Fixer, Toronto Star, a 
couple of years ago. Apparently the city tried to fix it but there is an underground leak that would be costly to repair.
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FOR READING 
 

The Natural Treasures of Carolinian Canada, Discovering The Rich Diversity of Ontario's 
Southwestern Heartland.  Edited by Lorraine Johnson.  James Lorimer and Co.  $34.95.  With more than 100 
colour photographs of the flora and fauna of the region, this book documents southwestern Ontario's rich 
biodiversity, intense challenges and strong conservation community.  A compilation of essays written by experts, 
both scientists and naturalists, who have an intimate connection to Carolinian Canada's unique nature, this book 
captures decades of experience in the field and will inspire readers to support the conservation of our important 
natural heritage. 
 
Canada Rocks: The Geologic Journey, by Nick Eyles and Andrew Miall.  528 pages, large format 
paperback.  Fitzhenry & Whiteside.  $60.00.  Over 500 colour photos, maps and charts.  A portrait of the incredible 
“construction project” that gave shape to the continents, mountains and oceans of planet Earth and created the 
world’s second largest country – Canada. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The James L. Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Research and Preservation 
 
Established in 1976, the Fund aims to encourage field studies by amateur naturalists and to support projects 
which increase or disseminate knowledge of birds in their natural environment or contribute to their 
preservation.  
 

§ Regular Grants ($2,500 to $5,000) for non-profit organizations support projects that involve research or 
education or that contribute to the preservation of Canadian birds. Regular Grants must be matched by 
cash or in-kind contributions. Deadline: 15 December. 

 

§ Small Grants ($250 to $1000) for individuals or non-profit groups for volunteer-based projects that 
promote the overall goals and objectives of the Baillie Fund. Deadline: 15 January. 

 

§ Student Field Research Grants: One $1,000 grant in support of ornithological research by students 
enrolled in Canadian universities. Deadline: 15 February. 

 

Further information and application forms at www.bsc-eoc.org/organization/jlbmf.html.   
 

http://www.bsc-eoc.org/organization/jlbmf.html
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT – RESULTS FROM 2006 
 
The Christmas Bird Count, to be held on December 23rd, is approaching again.  Here are the results of the 2006 
count from the Toronto Ornithological Club’s website www.torontobirding.ca  
 
The 2006 Christmas Bird Count was held on December 
17 with more than 95 participants contributing. As 
reported on the TOC website: “It was an incredibly mild 
day for the count - certainly among the warmest ever, if 
not an absolute record. Pleasant as it was in comparison 
to the very cold counts in some recent years, it did feel 
odd to be doing a Christmas Bird Count while countless 
people were out barbecuing, and even wearing shorts 
and t-shirts! It seemed that the level of human activity 
in the parks made it more difficult than usual to find 
birds, but on the whole the total numbers of species and 
individuals for the day were high anyway. However, the 
number of individuals was high largely due to a big 
jump this year in the abundance of European Starlings, 
up over 12,000 individuals from 2005, which more than 
accounts for the overall rise in total numbers.” 
 
Above average totals of 89 species and around 56,000 
individual birds included 17 records or matched highs, 
an unusually large number.  Among these were Red-
breasted Merganser, Peregrine Falcon, Northern 
Mockingbird and Amercian Goldfinch.  The best bird of 
the day was judged to be the only second-ever 
Ovenbird, at York University. 
 
Highlights included the one Ovenbird (second record in 
count history), one Orange-crowned Warbler (third 
record in count history), one Cackling Goose (second 
record in count history), one Chipping Sparrow 
(seventh record in count history), one Wilson's Snipe 
(seventh record in count history), and one hybrid 
Barrow's x Common Goldeneye (new record for the 
count).   
 
Record highs included 17 Great Blue Heron (17 also in 
1996), 20 Black-crowned Night Heron (12 in 1998), 3 

Horned Grebe (also 3 in 1975), 4 Red-necked Grebe (2 
in 1997 and 2003), 94 Northern Shoveler (51 in 1994), 
14 Northern Pintail (8 in 1953), 309 Red-breasted 
Merganser (179 in 1993), 16 Cooper's Hawk (13 in 
2005), 10 Peregrine Falcon (also 10 in 2005), 3 Red-
bellied Woodpecker (ties 3 previous years), 232 Downy 
Woodpecker (222 in 2005), 70 Red-breasted Nuthatch 
(63 in 2003), 34 Northern Mockingbird (30 in 2005), 4 
Yellow-rumped Warbler (3 in 1959), 478 Northern 
Cardinal (398 in 2005), 1198 American Goldfinch 
(1032 in 1963), and 2834 House Sparrow (2618 in 
2005). 
 
Other significant highs: 76 Hairy Woodpecker, the most 
since 1965; 62 Song Sparrow, the most since 1989; 767 
Dark-eyed Junco, the most since 1989 and the second 
highest total ever. 
 
Unusual lows were 1033 Greater Scaup  (fewest since 
1997), 340 Redhead (fewest since 1996), 7 Great Black-
backed Gull (fewest since 1970), 1 Great Horned Owl 
(fewest since 1971), 72 American Crow (similar to last 
year, but still under 10% of the 10-year average 1992-
2001) 
 
The top ten species were:  21523 European Starling, 
7180 Long-tailed Duck, 5668 Ring-billed Gull, 3358 
Rock Pigeon, 2913 Canada Goose, 2834 House 
Sparrow, 1888 Mallard, 1198 American Goldfinch, 
1033 Greater Scaup, 973 Black-capped Chickadee.  
 
Also seen during the 3 days before and after the count: 
Green-winged Teal, Northern Goshawk, Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker, Fox Sparrow, Common Grackle, and 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 

 

Highlights from the 2006 Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks  
 
Participants on these walks, led by TOC members, sighted  
• a Harlequin Duck at Humber Bay in January  
• 3 White-winged Gulls in February in Durham region 
• a Yellow-headed Blackbird on the Spit in April 
• an Orchard Oriole in High Park, 17 warbler species at Col. Sam Smith and a late Surf Scoter on the Islands in May 
• over 300 Chimney Swifts and 2 Harlequin Ducks on the Spit, and an Indigo Bunting in High Park, in September 
• a Peregrine Falcon chasing a Northern Flicker on the Islands in October 
• a Northern Mockingbird at Humber Bay in December 

extracted from the TOC news etter, Apr  2007 

http://www.torontobirding.ca
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
 
THE STRANGER WHO DROPPED IN FROM THE COLD by Michael Gillespie first appeared in TFN 
Newsletter no. 306, March 1977. 
 
On the final day of 1976 I was 
awakened by the sound of 
rustling paper emanating from 
my living room.  Knowing that 
no presents had been left 
unwrapped, I thought that 
perhaps my pet hound was 
snouting through some back 
issues of the Naturalists' 
Newsletters searching for reports 
of grouse sightings. 
 
Like the mythical homeowner 
who rose from his bed "to see 
what was the matter,” I decided 
to investigate.  Upon entering 
my hall I was greeted by two large, yellow, saucer-like 
eyes belonging to a small grey creature.  As I crept 
closer I realized the cowering beast was a small, rather 
frightened owl!  I cupped it in my hands and stroked it 
gently.  Eventually it curled its talons around my index 
finger, cautiously closed one eye, and laid back its 

petite feathery ears.  Its height and wingspan were 
approximately eight and twenty inches respectively.  It 
was distinctly grey, but showed mottled patches of 
brown characteristic of a Screech Owl. 
 
Despite falling down the chimney into a paper-strewn 
grate, it seemed to suffer no physical effects other than 
a little initial shock.  After giving it some attention in 
the form of picture taking, I decided the best form of 
therapy would be to return it to its natural environment.  
My home is in Cedar Valley, near Newmarket.  
Although I have heard many owls in the early hours of 
the morning, I have never been fortunate enough to 
spot one.  This little "screecher" must have alighted 
upon the edge of my chimney underneath a metal 
down-draft eliminator at about 8:00 a.m., fallen asleep, 
lost his balance, and tumbled down the chimney. 
 
Perhaps this incident verifies the wisdom of the owl:  
although it did fall down a chimney, at least it had the 
good sense to choose the home of a naturalist club-
member! 

 
 

INVESTIGATION BEFORE EXTERMINATION first appeared in TFN Newsletter no. 127, November 1954.  It is 
presumed to have been written by Richard M. Saunders, Newsletter editor 1938 - 1965. 
 
 

"For nought so vile, that on the earth doth live, 
But to the earth some special good doth give." 

Romeo & Juliet II.3, William Shakespeare 
 
The extermination, or even depletion, of a species of 
plant or animal may be followed by unforeseen, far-
reaching and serious effects.  It is hardly necessary to 
mention this to the readers of the Newsletter, who are 
conservation-minded and in most cases have a broad 
outlook toward nature.  As I heard recently, "Why keep 
on with sermons?  The congregation believes them, 
and the unbelievers are not present to hear them."  
However, it seems to me to be worthwhile refreshing 
our minds about certain beliefs so that we may be able 
to help correct the ideas of friends who are less 
informed about nature. 
 
We must use some judgment, of course, and all of us 
will readily kill an attacking mosquito, or exterminate a 
roomful of them with the use of a spray gun.  
Nevertheless, when it comes to oiling or spraying a 

huge marsh area, we 
should hesitate to voice 
our approval until 
competent biologists 
have given their 
opinion. 
 
The following story, 
 which I heard last June 
 at Estes Park, Colorado,          Drawing by Susan Weiss 
at the convention of the  
American Society of Mammalogists illustrates my 
point that investigation should precede extermination.  
"In many parts of the West, the wolf and coyote have 
been exterminated, because of their inroads on the 
herds of cattle.  Now, a certain rancher is trying to buy 
live coyotes to release on his land.  He has found that 
smaller mammals have increased to so great an extent 
in the absence of natural predators, and by eating huge 
quantities of vegetation, that they are doing more harm 
than ever was done by their enemies." 

Drawing by 
Joanne Doucette 
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WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
December 2006 
 

For the third time in the past nine years, the warmest 
December record has been broken, at least at Pearson, 
with a mean of 1.8° breaking the 2001 record of 1.7°; 
downtown’s mean of 2.9 was 0.3 cooler than 2001. 
Aside from the 2nd to the 8th when more seasonable 
conditions prevailed, temperatures were above freezing 
even at night most of the month. Snowfall was also the 
lowest on record, with only dustings on the 4th, 29th, 
and 30th. Snowfall totals were just 1 cm downtown and 
1.6 cm at Pearson. Even more remarkable, the mild 
weather and lack of snow – not unusual for Toronto – 
extended hundreds of kilometers to the north, where 
several locations including Timmins had an 
unprecedented “green” Christmas. 
 
The all-time record high for the month (20°) set on the 
3rd in 1982, however, remains standing, at least for now.  
The warmth can be attributed to the following factors: 
• General global warming from increased greenhouse 

gases; 
• Record- or near-record low sea ice in the Arctic (a 

positive feedback reinforcing global warming). All the 
extra open water in the Arctic is adding more warmth 
to the Arctic atmosphere and preventing the build-up 
of frigid air masses that can move south; 

• A moderate El Nino that began in the summer; 
• A strongly positive North Atlantic Oscillation. This 

Atlantic oceanic-atmospheric pattern actually probably 
has more impact on Toronto’s weather than the Pacific 

El Nino. The positive phase involves stronger-than-
normal low pressure over the North Atlantic and high 
pressure over the Azores. The result is that warm 
oceanic air is pushed into eastern North America and 
western Europe. The negative phase (which occurred 
in October) has weaker systems and allows cold air to 
move south. Toronto’s mildest winters occur with a 
combination of positive NAO and moderate-to-strong 
El Nino. 

 
For more information, see: www.wunderground.com/ 
blog/JeffMasters/comment.html?entrynum=604&tstamp
=200612 
 
Aside from the mild conditions, there was little of note 
in the weather. It was remarkably quiet. After a short 
cold spell from the 3rd to 9th, when it dropped as low as 
-12°, temperatures hovered between 5° and 10°. A 
couple of rainy spells early and late in the month brought 
total precipitation close to normal. A weak cold front on 
Boxing Day fizzled out, bringing some overnight freezes 
but warm air reinforced itself as New Year’s 
approached. 
 
Thus most of Ontario except the far, far north close to 
James Bay ended 2006 with no snow on the ground, no 
ice on the lakes, and not even any frozen soil. This is 
ominous. 

 
January 2007 
 

The record warmth of December carried over for the 
first half of January, raising alarm. A mid-summer type 
pattern with jet stream far to the north prevailed the 
first week of the month, with skies often sunny and 
temperatures peaking over 11° on the 4th to 5th. 
 
The incredible winter warm spell was rivaled perhaps 
only by January one year before, and by the non-winter 
of 2001-2002. The 31-day period from 9 December 
2006 to 8 January 2007 averaged 3.6° at Pearson 
Airport; the average overnight minimum for that 
period was +0.4°, and the coldest it got was –4.8°. This 
mean temperature is about 8° above normal (that is, 
about 2½ standard deviations for statisticians who 
might be interested). 
 
However, arctic airmasses finally were being generated 
and moved first into western North America, bringing  
record cold to California by mid-month, then spreading 
east. The second half of January in Toronto was fairly 

but not unusually cold; after the 13th, it barely broke 
freezing. A dearth of snow stayed evident; a thin but 
heavy crust of snow and freezing rain that fell on the 
14th persisted on the ground for the rest of the month. 
This was the first (and so far only real) snowfall of the 
season. Temperatures bottomed out at about –16° to –
17° the last week. Small lakes and ponds froze over, 
and the countryside north of Toronto actually was a 
real winterscape. 
 
The monthly mean ended up being –2.9° at Pearson,    
–1.7° downtown, about 2.5° to 3° above the long-term 
average but considerably cooler than January 2006 and 
far below the month-long warm spell that ended early 
in the month. Snowfall was still half or less the normal 
for the month (16 cm at Pearson, 12 cm downtown), so 
still in record-low territory for the season so far. Sun-
shine at 84.7 hours was within a few hours of normal. 
 

Gavin Miller 

http://www.wunderground.com/
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COMING EVENTS 
If you plan to attend any of the following events, we recommend that you 

contact the organizing group beforehand to confirm time and place. 
 
 
Toronto Ornithological Club (TOC) 
• Sat. Dec. 8, 8:30 am (all day)  “Waterfowl.” West Toronto Lakeshore and Beyond.  Leader: Dave Milsom.  

Meet in the parking lot at Humber Bay Park East.  Bring lunch.  Carpool if necessary. 
• Sun. Jan.27, 1:30 pm to sunset. “Gulls and Waterfowl.” Sunnyside.  Leader Glenn Coady.  Meet at the 

Sunnyside parking lot at the foot of Windermere Ave.  Dress warmly. 
 
Toronto Entomologists’ Association (TEA)   
Sat. Jan. 26, 2008 1:15 p.m. Proven Techniques to Capture Insect Images. Speaker: Kerry Jarvis.  Room 006, 
Northrop Frye Hall, 73 Queen's Park Crescent, University of Toronto.  Information: www.ontarioinsects.org 
 
High Park Walking Tours 
Sundays at 1:15 pm.  Meet at benches across the road south of Grenadier Café. Donation: $2. Information: 416-
392-1748 ext. 5 or www.highpark.org 
 
Rouge Valley Hikes 
Sun. Dec. 9, 1:30 pm (approx. 1.5 to 2 hrs).  Theme hike: “The Sleeping Valley” led by Bill Lewis and Steve 
Gahbauer.  Meet at the Rouge Valley Conservation Centre (Pearse House), 1749 Meadowvale Rd., Scarborough.   
Information: 416-282-8265.  
 
Science on Sundays 
Sundays at 3 pm. Royal Canadian Institute, J.J.R. Macleod Auditorium, Medical Sciences Bldg., University of 
Toronto, 1 King’s College Circle. Free. Information: 416-977-2983. 
• Dec. 2.  Optics from 3000 BC to 3000 AD: The Amazing History and exciting Future of Optical Science and 

Technology  Speaker: Wayne H. Knox.  
 
The Market Gallery   
Dec. 1, 2007 – Mar. 2, 2008.  Wed.-Fri 10-4; Sat. 9-4; Sun. 12-4.   In Praise of Cities.  Works by Enid Robbie. 
South St. Lawrence Market, 2nd floor, 95 Front St. E.  Free. 
 
Metro Toronto Zoo  
Wed. Dec.26, 10:00 am.  Christmas Treats Walk.  Admission half price; parking free.  Information: 
www.torontozoo.com 
 
Ian Wheal Walks 

• Tues. Jan. 1, 2 pm (2 hours).  Toronto Islands. Meet at ferry docks.  Walking to Lighthouse farm. 
• Sun. Jan. 13, 2 pm (2 hours).  Hastings Creek: A living human river with great ravine and gushing water 

from springs.  Meet at Donlands subway station.  Free.   
 
 
 
  
 
 

http://www.ontarioinsects.org
http://www.highpark.org
http://www.torontozoo.com
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Long-tailed Ducks photographed by Yoshie Nagata 




