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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

My first TFN walk was in Crothers Woods, led by 

Margaret McRae in 2012 if I remember correctly. I had 

certainly seen TFNers on the trails before, a sea of smiles 

and Tilley hats taking great note of what seemed like small 

details in an epic abundance of natural beauty. To actually 

ride the wave, so to speak, was a titch intimidating at first, 

but I think I learned more that day than I had in months of 

private study. Bob Kortright in particular I remember, 

pontificating on a butternut we passed.  

 

But it wasn't just the knowledge shared that inspired me, it 

was the sense of community. I saw people connect, 

catching up with friends they hadn't seen in months, 

sharing experiences and memories, genuinely pleased to be 

in one another's company. It was sincere, honest and 

wonderful. It's one of many reasons I chose to join TFN. 

 

Having now occupied the presidency for a few months, 

I've learned that our bonds stretch far beyond member-to-

member kinship on the trails. TFN is part of a much bigger 

community. Over the last two months alone I've had the 

privilege to break bread with the Biodiversity Team of the 

Toronto Bruce Trail Club, folks from the Toronto Ravine 

Revitalization Study and neighbours that border our Jim 

Baillie Nature Reserve. I've fielded calls from other 

naturalist organizations like the Peterborough Field 

Naturalists, who reached out to us for advice on tackling 

improvements to their online membership process. I've 

connected with staff from the City of Toronto, TRCA, 

Grey Roots Museum & Archives, Ontario Nature and 

Nature Canada.  

 

All the while, other volunteers have experienced the same. 

Surveying a recent photo from the "Save the Ravines" 

event hosted by Councillor Mike Colle, I spotted about a 

dozen TFNers scattered throughout the room. Members of 

our Action Committee have been sharing thoughts and 

strategies with folks from other organizations as we raised 

our communal voice against Bill 66 and fielded our 

petition requesting funding for the Ravine Strategy in the 

2019 City Budget. Participate in a stewardship session at 

the Todmorden Mills Wildflower Preserve, and you'll 

quickly discover that the majority of stewards there are 

also TFN members. 

 

As spring approaches, I encourage you to make this the 

season you expand your involvement with TFN. In this 

issue of the newsletter alone, opportunities abound.   
 

 Volunteer with our Cottonwood Flats Monitoring 

Project (see page 8).  

 Lend your voice to our weekly radio segments on 

CJRU 1280AM by contacting cbthompso@gmail.com.  

 Offer to help our Action Committee by emailing 

action@torontofieldnaturalists.org or the Jim Baillie 

Stewardship Team by emailing 

stewardship@torontofieldnaturalists.org.  

 Join our 1700+ followers on Facebook or Twitter.  

 Come to a lecture if you haven't before, or on a walk if 

that's not yet been your thing.  

 

TFN is what you make of it, and is the result of your 

participation. I look forward to seeing you out there! 
 

Jason Ramsay-Brown 

president@torontofieldnaturalists.org 

 

WHAT'S NEW ON TFN’S WEBSITE 
 

Discover all this and more at https://torontofieldnaturalists.org/for-members/ 

 
 Results from our public petition "Fund The Toronto Ravine Strategy In The 2019 Budget" 

 

 This Place: Cedarvale Ravine With Adrian Tenney 

 

 The Connected Naturalist: NatureWatch by Jason Ramsay-Brown 

 

 Plus: Kanopy picks, notes from our latest Junior Naturalists events, opportunities to Take Action 

and much more. 

https://torontofieldnaturalists.org/for-members/
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TFN OUTINGS 
 

 TFN events are conducted by unpaid volunteers. 

 TFN assumes no responsibility for injuries sustained by anyone participating in our activities. 

 Children and visitors are welcome at all TFN events. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

 If you plan to bring children in a stroller, be aware that there may be steps or other unsuitable terrain.   

 Please do not bring pets. 

 To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules (www.ttc.ca or 416-393-4636).   

           Check for any schedule disruptions on weekends and allow extra time if necessary.  

 Outings go rain or shine: check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you will know what to wear. 

 Wear appropriate footwear for walking on trails which may be muddy, steep or uneven.  

 Please thoroughly clean your footwear before each outing to avoid spreading invasive seeds. 

Share your favourite walk photos on social media, hashtag #TFNWalk. 

The Toronto Field Naturalists wish to acknowledge this land through which we walk. For thousands of years it 
has been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississauga of the 

Credit River. Today it is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are 
grateful to have the opportunity to be on this land. 

Sat 
Mar 2 
10:00 am 
  

HIGH PARK – Birds 
Leader: Glenn Berry. Meet at the park entrance at the southwest corner of Bloor St W and High Park Ave for a 
circular walk. Slightly hilly route past Nature Centre, bird feeders, allotment gardens, Grenadier restaurant, 
Hawk Hill and Grenadier Pond. In addition to year-round residents in the trees and on the water, there may be 
some early migrants. Public washrooms at the restaurant. 
  

Tues 
Mar 5 
10:00 am 
  

RYERSON CAMPUS – Religion and Revolution 
Leader: Linda McCaffrey. Meet at the northeast corner of Gerrard St E and Yonge St for a 2-hr walk through 
the campus and along historic Bond St to Adelaide Court, site of the executions of the 1837 Rebels. 

Sat 
Mar 9 
10:00 am 
  

MORNINGSIDE PARK – Nature Walk 
Leader: Jonathan Harris. Meet at the parking lot off Morningside Ave for a circular walk focusing on winter 
woody vegetation and, if we’re lucky, spring ephemerals and incidental wildlife. 
  

Thurs 
Mar 14 
9:45 am 
  

TORONTO ISLANDS – Birds 
Leader: Doug Paton. Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St for the 10 am ferry to Ward’s Island and a 
circular walk. Bring lunch and water. Buy ferry ticket online to save time. 

Sat 
Mar 16 
1:30 pm 
  

NATURE IN THE CITY – Nature Walk 
Leader: Ed Freeman. Meet at the northwest corner of University Ave and College St for a ramble along streets 
and within a few buildings to see how flora and fauna have been incorporated into our urban fabric.  

Sun 
Mar 17 
2:00 pm 

SEEDY SATURDAY AT EVERGREEN BRICK WORKS – Lost Rivers 
Leaders: Helen Mills and friends. Meet at the Watershed Consciousness Wall, Evergreen Brick Works for a 
Seedy Storytelling Walk with Rivers Rising Ambassadors followed by a walk exploring nature in early spring. 
There will be interesting connections and stories about the history of food, seeds, gardens and water at the mouth 
of Mud Creek. A joint outing with Toronto Green Community. 
  

Thurs 
Mar 21 
1:30 pm 
  
  

KELVIN PARK – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Joanne Doucette. Meet at the Gerrard/Ashdale Library (Ashdale Ave and Gerrard St E) for a walk in 
the Midway neighbourhood and Lower Kelvin Park. We will discuss ways in which electricity changed 
neighbourhoods: The Electric Home, Small’s Creek, Fairmount Park, hidden ravines, bungalows, etc. Mostly 
paved surfaces. Some hills. Moderate paced circular 6 km walk. Cleats or icers may be necessary. Newcomers 
and those with service animals welcome. No pets please. 
  

http://www.ttc.ca
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Sun 
Mar 24 
1:30 pm 
  

WYCHWOOD PARK – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Paul Overy. Meet at the northwest corner of Bathurst St and Davenport Rd for a linear walk on mostly 
paved surfaces, flat with some gentle slopes. Washrooms at end of walk. From the Tollkeeper’s Cottage we’ll 
make our way through the heritage neighbourhood of Wychwood Park exploring its natural and human origins 
and evolution ending at Wychwood Barns near Christie and St Clair Ave W. Bring binoculars to see early spring 
bird life. The start location is easily reached by bus (Bathurst #7 or Davenport #127) and the end location is near 
the St Clair streetcar line. 
  

Tues 
Mar 26 
10:00 am 
  

HUMBER AND MIMICO CREEK VALLEYS – Nature and Heritage 
Leader: Linda McCaffrey. Meet at Old Mill subway station for a linear walk up the Humber Valley to Dundas 
St W, west along Dundas to Mimico Creek and south to Islington subway station. The Montgomery Inn is at the 
entry point to Mimico Creek, fully restored and open. 
  

Sat 
Mar 30 
10:00 am 
  

LESLIE STREET SPIT – Nature Walk 
Leader: Charles Bruce-Thompson. Meet at Leslie St and Unwin Ave for a circular walk. We will look for  
early signs of spring, avian and vegetal, and the last of the visiting winter water fowl. How far we go will depend 
on the weather. Those wanting a shorter walk can head back at any stage. Flat surfaces, but possibly muddy. 
Bring binoculars and lunch. Outhouses available. 
  

 
TFN MEETING …..VISTORS WELCOME 

 

Sunday, March 3, 2:30 pm (Social, 2 pm)  

 

Moose – Crowned Giant of the Northern Wilderness  
 

Speaker: Mark Raycroft, wilderness photographer and author, will illustrate the biology and 

natural history of North America’s largest land mammal. 
 

Emmanuel College, Room 001, 75 Queen's Park Cres E. Just south of Museum subway station exit, east 

side of Queen’s Park. Accessible entrance second door south on Queen’s Park. Elevator inside to the 

right. Room 001 is one floor below street level. For information: call 416-593-2656 up to noon on the 

Friday preceding the lecture.  

 
 

Share your thoughts about this lecture on social media, hashtag #TFNTalk  

 
Upcoming lecture: 
 

April 7, Evolution of Life in the Urban Jungle. Speaker: Marc Johnson, Associate Professor, Dept of 

Biology, U of T.  

Old Mill Bridge 

Detail from drawing 

by Mary Comming 
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MONTHLY MEETING REPORT  

Toby Thorne, author of the Bats of Ontario field guide, 

gave an informative and droll lecture. He wove in his 

personal life – his love affair with bats that began during 

his childhood in England and the studies that brought him 

to Ontario. 
 

He then described the marvellous diversity of bats and 

their evolution. There are 1,300 species ranging in size 

from the golden-crowned flying fox bat, with a wingspan 

of 5 feet 11 inches, to the bumblebee bat, the size of a 

biggish insect. 
 

He explained about the range of eating habits, from moth-

gatherers to fruit bats; pollinators that have long snouts 

and tongues to drink nectar, and fishing bats that fly low 

over water and scoop up fish with their big feet and long 

legs. He caused a bit of a sensation posting the slide for 

the fringe-lipped bat which homes in on frog-mating songs 

to gobble up a frog or two; then outdid that eye-opener 

with a funny/gruesome story about the three vampire bat 

species – and getting bitten. 
 

He is fascinated by bats’ flight, which impacts facets of 

their life: their build (five “fingers” much longer than a 

bird’s wing, inside their “handwing”) and how flight  

helps them to grab food. But, Toby said, it takes a lot of 

energy to get off the ground. This has a bearing on 

reproduction. While birds are able to offload their young 

in eggs, mammals carry their unborn young, adding to 

their weight which makes flight a 

challenge. They normally bear only 

one baby a year and the females carry 

their young between roosts until the 

young learn to fly. Thus, though bats 

may live long (some up to 40 years), 

they don’t produce a lot of offspring, 

an issue for those that are Species at 

Risk.  
 

The lecture then led to echolocation, 

how it works, how bats are designed 

for it and how it is used for research. 

Spectrograms (visual representations of 

the frequency and amplitude of bats’ 

echolocation calls) are used by bat 

biologists to identify species.  

 
 

There are eight native species of bats in Ontario, which he 

divided into two groups. First, the big brown (most 

abundant, and not at risk), eastern red (fast and high-

flying), silver-haired (which stands out from brown bats) 

and hoary. The last three of these migrate. Three of the 

other group are Species at Risk: northern myotis, eastern 

small-footed and little brown, whose numbers are most 

notoriously being decimated by White-Nose Syndrome 

(WNS). The last species, the tri-coloured, is one of 

Ontario’s smallest. 
 

Introduced into North America from Eurasia in about 

2006, WNS has spread like wildfire, little brown bats 

being most vulnerable. As Toby pointed out, WNS 

victimizes overwintering bats because the fungus likes 

warm moist spots such as caves or abandoned mines in 

which bats hibernate. The disease causes the bats to 

awaken too frequently, draining their stored energy and, 

due to lack of food in winter, they starve to death. 
  

Meanwhile, the migratory species are at risk from, sigh, 

wind turbines. The extent is hard to study other than by 

counting corpses beneath the turbines. However, there is 

some hope because the wind industry wants to help. Toby 

observed that bats are most likely to fly when it is not too 

windy, whereas turbines work best when there is strong 

wind, hence making it possible to co-ordinate the timing 

of turbine activity for their mutual benefit. 

 

Toby’s talk about conservation efforts and studies, in the 

Rouge Valley and elsewhere in Southern Ontario, was 

enlightening and full of hope. For more bat love, watch In 

the Field: Toronto Zoo Bat Diaries on YouTube  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hCJsygGWaY. 

 

Bats of the GTA – The Real Stars of the Night 
 
February 3, 2019 
 
Toby Thorne, Program Lead with the Toronto Zoo’s 
Native Bat Conservation Program 

Big brown bat with spectrogram. Photo: Brock and Sherri Fenton  

Susan Grimbly 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6hCJsygGWaY
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Any day you see an 
owl is a lucky day! 
Predators are always 
much less common 
than prey, and owls 
are largely nocturnal 
and normally well 
hidden. Ten kinds of 
owls can be seen in 
the wild in or near 
Toronto, excluding 
the at-risk barn and 
burrowing owls, 
which have not been 
seen in the GTA for 
many years. Great 
horned and eastern 
screech owls nest 
regularly and are 
resident in 
Toronto.  Northern 

saw-whet owls come through Toronto in the fall and some 
may stay the winter, but most move further south.  Long-
eared, short-eared and barred nest in the GTA, and have 
nested in Toronto, but are mostly seen here in winter when 
numbers are augmented by migrants from the north.  
 

Snowy, and occasionally great gray, boreal and northern 
hawk owls come south in winter when there is a lack of 
their preferred food up north, so numbers vary a lot from 
year to year. However, only snowy, northern hawk and 
short-eared owls are easy to find when they are around. 
The others are more strictly nocturnal and more hidden in 
woods. The six commonest owl species have been 
reported to ebird to date (Feb 4) this year.  A short-eared 
was last reported in November; boreal not since 2012.  
Great gray, northern hawk, and barn owls are so rare and 
sensitive that Toronto sightings are not shown in ebird.   
 

Where and how to find them: Because owls are easily 
stressed, before looking for owls, please review and 
follow TRCA’s owl protocol for Tommy Thompson Park 
(see below and https://bit.ly/2UKVKFo) and/or the Ontario 

birding code of ethics: http://www.ofo.ca/ofo-docs/
Code_of_Ethics.pdf. 
 

Rare owls are most easily found by following directions 
posted by others that have already found them. The 
common Toronto sources for bird sightings are  
https://ebird.org/canada/explore; Ontario Field 
Ornithologists http://www.ofo.ca and Toronto and 
Southern Ontario Birding  
http://outdoorontario.net/birds/phpBB/ 

    
To find an owl, it helps to know as much about them as 
possible. Snowy and short-eared owls are usually found in 
open habitat. In Toronto, Sam Smith and Downsview 
parks and the dike on the east side of the Leslie St Spit are 
good for these. Other owls (except the rare northern hawk) 
are found in woods, generally resting during the day. 
Whitewash down a trunk may reveal a favourite roost site. 
Screech owls are 
usually hidden in 
cavities until dark. 
Other small owls 
often hide in dense 
evergreens. They 
are so good at 
hiding, that I have 
spent 20 minutes 
looking for one 
after being told 
which tree to look 
in. Smaller birds, 
especially crows, 
will often mob an 
owl, especially the 
great horned, so 
following their 
commotion may 
reveal an owl. 
Listening for their 
calls is another way of detecting owls, especially once the 
breeding season starts (in February for the great horned). 

 
Bob Kortright 

OWLS IN TORONTO 

Owl Watching Protocol for Tommy Thompson Park (extract) 

When observing or photographing owls stay at least 

12 meters away.  
 

Observe owls individually or as a very small group; 

move slowly and whisper.  
 

Do not linger around an owl for more than a few 

minutes.  
 

Do not intentionally disturb owls or cause them to 

change their behaviour. 

Do not follow an owl if it flies away. 
  

When photographing owls, never use flash.  
 

Baiting owls for any purpose is strictly prohibited. 
 

The use of sound devices (recordings, prey calls, 

etc.) is strictly prohibited. 
  

Do not report owl sightings on the internet or birding 

hotlines. ·  

Northern saw-whet owl, Leslie Street 

Spit, March 2008. Photo: Ken Sproule  

Long-eared owl, Col. Sam Smith Park, 

January 2016. Photo: Ken Sproule 

https://bit.ly/2UKVKFo
http://www.ofo.ca/ofo-docs/Code_of_Ethics.pdf
http://www.ofo.ca/ofo-docs/Code_of_Ethics.pdf
https://ebird.org/canada/explore
http://www.ofo.ca
http://outdoorontario.net/birds/phpBB/
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TREE OF THE MONTH: PINES (PINUS SPP), PART II 

Because of their unique foliage arrangement, pines are especially helpful for 

understanding the peculiar organization of the signature reproductive 

structures they share with other conifers: their pollen (male) and seed 

(female) cones. Unlike male and female flowers of those flowering plants 

that have separate-sex rather than combined-sex flowers, the pollen and 

seed cones of conifers are not homologous with one another. Instead, the 

individual organs and their arrangement within the cones differ between the 

two sexes. Pines, like most familiar conifers, have both pollen and seed 

cones on the same tree, so that these species are botanically monoecious 

(“one house”). 
 

Most of us are familiar with the thick yellow scum of pine pollen fringing 

still sides of streams, ponds and lakes in the spring. Pines are the most 

prolific pollen producers and dispersers among the wind-pollinated trees. 

Their pollen is produced in cones (as in all conifers) that are visually and 

technically simple compared to the compound seed cones. As in flowers, 

pollen is carried in sacs (microsporangia) that are borne on modified leaves 

(microsporophylls). These pollen-scales (with two attached pollen sacs in 

pines and all other Pinaceae) are much more obviously leaf-like than are the 

equivalent stamens of most flowers. The pollen-scales spiral tightly around 

a slender central stalk, separating as the cones mature, elongating and 

shedding their pollen before themselves falling intact. They are 

reproductive short shoots, equivalent to the vegetative short shoots of the 

needle fascicles described last month. This equivalence is reinforced in 

pines by the position of the pollen cones on the shoots, which is different 

from most other conifers, including other Pinaceae genera. 
 

Look at a spring shoot of any of our pines when, or before, the pollen is 

being shed. This is usually easiest to see in Scots pine or red pine as 

relatively small trees with branches at eye level may already be producing 

cones. The pollen cones, densely attached in several parallel, low-angle 

spirals, form a sleeve at the base of the shoot, where they entirely replace 

the new foliage fascicles that occupy the upper portion of the shoot. Both 

types of short shoot are attached directly in the axils of the similar papery 

scale leaves that clothe the main (long) shoot. Because the pollen cones are 

so tightly crowded together (they are, after all, much thicker structures than 

the fascicles), their parent scale leaves are only noticeable when the cones 

are still small or after they have been shed. Spirals for both types of short 

shoot also follow the same Fibonacci fraction of 5/8 or more that is higher 

(and hence denser) than the 3/5 typical of leaf arrangements in alternate-

leaved hardwood trees. 
 

The pollen cones and needle fascicles are thus said to show positional 

homology, replacing each other directly in different portions of the shoot 

architecture. And, despite their rather different appearance, they are also 

said to be structurally homologous, both short shoot types consisting of an 

axis of limited growth bearing a limited number of leaves (albeit up to 

hundreds of pollen scales for a pollen cone rather than the two to five 

needles and fewer than a dozen sheathing scale leaves of the foliage 

fascicles). 
 

Now, looking back at the spring shoot, note that the new seed cones are at 

the tip of the shoot, among the foliage buds or the newly emerging long 

shoots. Tune in next month for why that is unexpected. 
 

James Eckenwalder 

Red pine: mature pollen cones, centre;  
new seed cones, upper left.  

Photo: Jim Eckenwalder 

Withered Scots pine pollen cones.  
Photo: Ron Dengler  

Austrian pine pollen cones.  
Photo: Ken Sproule 
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The third year of TFN's Cottonwood Flats 
Monitoring Project (CFMP) is gearing up! This 
wonderful partnership with the City of Toronto’s 
Urban Forestry, Natural Environment and 
Community Programs provides exciting 
opportunities for TFN members to actively 
engage in citizen science and make positive 
contributions to nature in the city.  
 
From April to October we'll conduct two 
vegetation surveys and six monitoring sessions 
to help build upon the robust inventory of animal 
and vegetation biodiversity we've documented 
thus far. Volunteers are needed, with room for 
the most inexperienced naturalist to the most 
seasoned botanist!   
 
 

 
 

To learn more about CFMP (including the complete 2017 CFMP Activity Report), please visit   
https://bit.ly/2RckpjP 
 
We hope you will choose to participate! Please email cfmp@torontofieldnaturalists.org to let us know 
that you are interested or for more information.  

CFMP Call for Volunteers 

Role Duties 

Site Ambassadors Talk with the public about TFN and CFMP 

Photographers Photograph plants and animals, as well as project activities. Must have 
your own equipment. 

Bird ID Identify bird species during monitoring sessions. 

Plant ID Identify plant and tree species during monitoring sessions and/or vegeta-
tion surveys. 

Observers Provide extra set of eyes or other assistance to team. A great learning  
opportunity! 

COTTONWOOD FLATS MONITORING PROJECT 

Photo: David Barr 

Monarch butterflies making a comeback! 

 

According to The Globe and Mail, one of nature’s greatest 

migrations may be returning to health after a stunning growth in 

the number of monarch butterflies that fluttered across North 

America last year.  
 

For the full article, see https://tgam.ca/2SbMRru 
 

IN THE NEWS 

Monarch butterflies, High Park, August 

2007. Photo: Ken Sproule  

https://bit.ly/2RckpjP
https://tgam.ca/2SbMRru


March 2019 Toronto Field Naturalist  TFN 642-9 

 

 

TORONTO WILDFLOWERS: BANEBERRY 

Two baneberry (Actaea) species are common in Toronto’s 

forested areas, A. pachypoda (white baneberry), formerly 

named A. alba, and A. rubra (red baneberry). The names 

refer to the colour of their berries, although The ROM Field 

Guide to Wildflowers of Ontario, 2004 notes that red 

baneberry can sometimes have white berries. A locally rare 

hybrid, A. x ludovici, is recorded in the TFN’s Vascular 

Plants of Metropolitan Toronto (1994, 2nd ed.) as occurring 

in the Rouge Valley. I have not found this.  

 

These species are named baneberry because they have 

poisonous berries. The genus Actaea belongs to the 

buttercup family (Ranunculaceae), which includes 50 or 60 

genera and about 2500 species. Previous articles in the TFN 

newsletter have discussed other members of this highly 

diverse family (see 2010 May, 2010 December, 2016 April, 

2017 September, 2018 October). 

 

Both baneberries are up to 80 cm tall. They have flowers 

clustered in similar long-stalked racemes. The flowers 

(about 8 mm-wide) have white sepals and petals that fall off 

as the flower opens, leaving conspicuous white stamens. 

White baneberry racemes (about 4 cm long) are usually 

longer than wide; red baneberry racemes are usually about 

as wide as long. However, note that the white baneberry 

close-up in The ROM Field Guide does not show this ratio 

although the flower clusters in their general image do.  

 

My notes record that red baneberry bloomed about two 

weeks before white baneberry in 1996, the year I 

photographed them. The latter was noted blooming on May 

31. Red baneberry is recorded throughout North America 

except the southeast of the U.S. (US Department of 

Agriculture database). White baneberry is recorded by ROM 

Field Guide across most of Ontario except the far north. Its 

full range is Ontario to Nova Scotia and the eastern half of 

the U.S. (USDA) 

 

A challenge! Identify a baneberry as red or white in the 

spring and verify when the berries appear. 

 

Article and photos by Peter Money 

 
White baneberry 

(Actaea pachypoda)  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red baneberry  
(A. rubra) 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN NATURE DRAWING 
 

Toronto Botanical Gardens is offering a course Intro to Nature Drawing, Saturdays, March 2 to 

April 6, 1 to 4 p.m. See https://torontobotanicalgarden.ca/?s=drawing 

 

Nature Art Studio, 2813 Dundas St W offers Botanical Art Classes. See https://bit.ly/2SkoEzo    

https://torontobotanicalgarden.ca/?s=drawing
https://bit.ly/2SkoEzo
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JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS  

OUTING REPORTS 

 

Attention Junior Naturalists! Visit TFN online 

(http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org/kids/) to 

view fascinating nature videos, download brain 

teasers, print nature scavenger hunt sheets, 

and get inspired to explore nature in our city. 

Over-wintering Insects, January 12. The TFN Juniors 
gathered at Crothers Woods to search for and learn more 
about over-wintering insects. Several insect lovers and 
experts joined us: Taylor Leedahl from the High Park 
Moth program, and Meghan Duell and Jackie Lebenzon 
from the University of Western Ontario where they work 
with Brent Sinclair. Taylor brought some silkmoth 
cocoons and told us about someone who is restoring old 
tobacco farms and re-introducing silkmoths in Simcoe 
County. We learned that some insects avoid freezing by 
filling their bodies with glycerol and some, like woolly 
bears, initiate freezing to minimize the damage to their 
tissues. We found gypsy moth egg cases, bark beetle, 
horntail and ant drillings, pill bugs, a spider egg case and 
an owl pellet. 
 
Bone Identification, February 9. Twenty of us gathered 
at the Church of the Resurrection to improve our bone ID 
skills and share stories of bones we have found on hiking 
adventures. First we visited stations where nine mammal 
skulls were displayed. Using teeth, eye sockets, shape and 
size, we were challenged to figure out whether each skull 
belonged to a carnivore, herbivore or omnivore. Then we 
consulted a sheet of silhouettes to determine exactly 
which  animal had been the owner of the skull. Our 
second activity was to study the rest of the skeleton. To do 
this, we turned to barn owls for help. We dissected barn 
owl pellets, sorted the bones to identify which body part 
they were and then, using plasticene, re-assembled them 
into a little creature.  
 

We really enjoyed our first indoor nature adventure, and it 
was great getting together with fellow nature lovers! 
Thanks to Scientists in School for providing the materials 
for this event, and to the Church of the Resurrection for 
use of the space and a cup of coffee! 

 Anne Purvis 

 

 

NEXT JUNIOR NATURALISTS 

OUTING 
 

March 16th: Do you think trees all look the 
same in winter?  
 

Join us for a hike at G Ross Lord Park for a 
morning of winter tree identification. Find out 
how unique and beautiful tree buds, twigs 
and leaf scars are as they await the return of 
spring!! We will also study nests and nesting 
materials. Meet at the parking lot off 
Supertest Rd north of Finch Ave W and 
Dufferin St.   

Joanne Doucette recommends these children’s books 
about animal tracks, available at the Toronto Public  
Library: 
 
 Big Tracks, Little Tracks: Following Animal Prints  

          by Millicent E. Selsam 

 Tracks, Scats, and Signs by Leslie Dendy 

 Tracks in the Snow by Wong Herbert Yee 

 Track that Scat! by Lisa Morlock 

FOR READING 

 

When a new edition of 
the Oxford Junior 
Dictionary was 
published in 2007, 
some 40 common 
words concerning 
nature were dropped. 
These “lost words” 
included acorn, adder, 
bluebell, dandelion, 
fern, heron, kingfisher, 
newt, otter and 
willow. Ten years 
later, Robert 
Macfarlane and Jackie 
Morris set out to make 
a "spell book" that will conjure 20 of these lost 
words and the beings they name. 
 

Reviewer Lynn Pady writes: “I leave my big poetry 

book open at various pages, as it brings me joy when 

I walk by. To my mind, it is not really a children’s 

book but rather, a teaching book for a curious child 

and an interested adult, both exploring the words, 

drawings, spelling and acrostic writings. Here is a 

link to the book’s back story, a few illustrations and 

interesting author/illustrator commentary.”  https://

www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2017/designing-the-lost-

words/ 

T H E  L O S T  W O RD S  
b y  R o b e r t  M a c f a r l a n e  

I l l u s t r a t e d  b y  J a c k i e  M o r r i s  

Pengu in ,  2017  

B O O K S  A B O UT  A N I M A L  T RA C K S   

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org/kids/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2017/designing-the-lost-words/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2017/designing-the-lost-words/
https://www.penguin.co.uk/articles/2017/designing-the-lost-words/


March 2019 Toronto Field Naturalist  TFN 642-11 

 

 

 CHILDREN’S CORNER   
 

ANIMAL TRACKS 
 

When we go for a walk in winter, it is fun to notice footprints in the snow to see what 
mammal or bird has been there before us. Can you guess which creature each of these 
tracks belongs to? For each name listed below, write the number of the footprint and 
the letter of the photo. 

 
 

 

Grey Squirrel _______         Fox _______         Coyote _______        Mink _______  
 
Cottontail Rabbit _______        Deer _______       Mallard _______        Junco _______ 
 
See answers on page 15. 
 
Project: Vanessa McMain.  Photos: Ken Sproule. Track images: https://education.usgs.gov/kids/assets/tracks.pdf 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

https://education.usgs.gov/kids/assets/tracks.pdf
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EXTRACTS FROM OUTINGS LEADERS REPORTS 

Ontario Place, Dec 15. Leader: Sara Macdonald. We 
started from Coronation Park, where there are plantings 
of oak and silver maple in honour of King George VI and 
war veterans. The inspiration for the tree plantings came 
from a similar project by TFN in Sunnybrook Park in the 
early 30's. We spotted red-breasted mergansers, scaup, 
buffleheads, mallards and a wigeon in the harbour. We 
noted our position as we passed the giant Inukshuk in 
Inukshuk Park and then meandered along the new 
William Davis Trail. It is surrounded by granite carved 
with indigenous art and planted with native and 
ornamental species in collaboration with citizens 
including the Mississaugas of the New Credit First 
Nation.  
 

We experienced a blast from the past as we traversed the 
Ontario Place grounds, open again to the public all year. 
The open water was a good feeding zone for dozens of 
long-tailed ducks bobbing and calling with a few 
common golden eyes. Closer to shore, we observed 
gadwalls mixing with hooded and red-breasted 
mergansers. One member pointed out a black-backed gull 
among other gulls on the breakwater. An oak "marker 
tree" caught our attention – a tree that is bound so that it  
forms an unusual shape as it grows.  
 
Reading Nature’s Signs in Winter, Glen Stewart 
Ravine, Dec 27.  Leader: Joanne Doucette. Despite 
lack of snow, we saw signs of many of the mammals that 
frequent the ravine including white-tailed deer (tracks), 
coyotes (possible tracks and a den site), grey squirrel 
(many seen as well as their dreys), raccoon (track),  
weasel (scat), as well as plentiful domestic canine prints. 
(See recommended reading on page 10.) We saw a pair of 
downy woodpeckers and a white-breasted nuthatch.  
 

Todmorden Mills, Jan 5. Leader: Paul Foster. While 
observing plants, trees and shrubs, we noted skunk 
cabbage emerging from snow. We saw a few winter birds 
including robin, chickadee, downy woodpecker and white
-breasted nuthatch. 

Crothers Woods, Jan 19.  Leader: Stephen Smith. 

Snow had fallen the day before and it was snowing 
throughout the walk, but trail conditions were good. We 
discussed the various forest communities and identified 
some of the common species of trees we encountered. 
Much of the area is dry-fresh sugar maple-beech forest, 
but parts had more oak-hickory elements. We compared 
the winter features of the three maple and three oak 
species seen. We discussed butternut trees and the 
regulations to protect them. Several of the butternuts we 
saw were alive and well, surviving butternut canker 
disease. We checked out the impact on the forest of the 
ongoing construction by Hydro One. We saw two 
cardinals, dark-eyed juncos, house sparrows and a hairy 
woodpecker. The only mammal visible was one grey 
squirrel. Gypsy moth egg masses were visible in 
moderate numbers on many trees. Beech bark disease is 
present but most beech trees had none, or were still alive 
and not suffering. 
 
Lower Don, Jan 26. Leader: Vivienne Denton. It was 
very cold, but sunny, and the paths were covered in a 
solid sheet of ice. There were several common 
mergansers on the river, as well as mallards and some 
Canada geese. Half a dozen red-tailed hawks soared in 
the wind draughts over the valley, and a ring-billed gull 
thought it was a hawk and joined them. A cardinal flew 
across the path and we saw a hairy woodpecker. We also 
wondered at the many little snaking tunnels in the snow 
by the path, which seemed to have been made by small 
rodents, perhaps mice or voles.  Group on Lower Don walk, January 26. Photo: Lisa Whitwell. 

Skunk Cabbage, Lambton Woods, March 2011 

Photo: Ken Sproule 
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COMING EVENTS 
 

If you plan to attend any of these events, we recommend that you contact 
the organizing group beforehand to confirm time and place. 

Last September TFN supported five GTA high school 
students to attend the Ontario Nature Youth Summit for 
Biodiversity and Environmental Leadership at Geneva 
Park on Lake Couchiching. The five youth, Kelsey Goa, 
Yumna Najeeb, Haidi Wu, Sophy Wu and Noor Toeama, 
were among 106 youth from 74 communities across 
Ontario attending the Summit to learn how they could 
create positive environmental change in their own 
communities and help inspire future environmentalists.  
 

They participated in a wide variety of outdoor and 
educational activities addressing diverse environmental 
matters. They enjoyed bird watching, evening campfires 
with stories and songs, swimming, learning about 
Indigenous practices and clan systems, handling and 
learning more about reptiles and amphibians, as well as  
discussing their ideas and experiences with their peers. 
The students thanked TFN for its sponsorship and some 
of the comments included in their reports were: 
 

“I am inspired and encouraged to establish a volunteer 
club in my school to steward my school’s backyard trail 
by removing invasive species and planting native plants. I 
would be thrilled to participate in some of your events as 
well!” 
 

“It was so exciting to reconnect with fellow activists and 
leaders, and meet like-minded youth from all over 
Ontario… This weekend was special, and my eco spirit 
has been lifted to new heights.”  
 

 “… the wonderful people I met have inspired me even 
more to make a difference in my community…” 
 

 “... it all starts from within – loving nature and becoming 
part of the solution rather than just asking for one. This 
gave me hope, and a mission to spread love and gratitude 
for the earth.” 
 

“This weekend has been full of inspirations, adventures 
and laughter!.... I met so many amazing people and 
learned so much fresh eco info!” 
 

“I was able to make many new friends, learn amazing 
things about biodiversity, and get guidance from 
knowledgeable workshop leaders about how to live more 
environmentally sustainable.”  
 

TFN has always viewed its commitment to connect youth 
with nature as one of its most important objectives. 
Sponsorship of these students was made possible through 
substantial bequests generously entrusted to TFN over the 
years.  

Anne Powell 

TFN SPONSORS YOUTH ATTENDANCE AT ONTARIO NATURE SUMMIT 

Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks – Toronto Ornithological Club (www.torontobirding.ca) 
Aimed at the intermediate birder, but beginners also welcome. Free to the public. 
 Sun Mar 3, 9 am to late afternoon. West Toronto Lakeshore to Burlington – waterfowl, geese and swans.  

Leaders: Garth Riley and Kai Millyard. Meet at the parking lot at Humber Bay East. Car pooling available. 
 
Tommy Thompson Park Birding Workshops: (https://tommythompsonpark.ca/events/) 
Each workshop (evening class and morning field practice, 5 hrs total)  $60 OR $50 if you register for two or more.  
Register at above website. If you have questions, contact Emily Rondel at emily.rondel@trca.on.ca or 416-268-3385 

 
Royal Ontario Museum (https://www.rom.on.ca/en/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-2018) 
To March 31: Wildlife Photographer of the Year Exhibit 
 
Nature Art Studio, 2813 Dundas St W (www.NatureArtStudio.ca) 
Mar 9 and 23, 12:30 – 3 pm. A selection of artwork from the Art of the Plant exhibit shown last year at the Canadian Museum of 
Nature in Ottawa and a collection of works by renowned botanical artist Margaret Graeb. Free. TFN members are invited to schedule 
another time if more convenient. Email: info@NatureArtStudio.ca      
 
The Market Gallery (www.toronto.ca/marketgallery) 
To Apr 27, Toronto Through the Eyes of Women Artists. Admission $5 - $8.     
 Location: South St Lawrence Market, 2nd floor, 95 Front St E. The gallery is closed Sundays, Mondays and holidays.  
  
Ian Wheal Walks 
 Sun Mar 3, 11:30 am. Baldwin-Grossman Creek. Meet at the southwest corner of College St and McCaul St. 
 Sat Mar 16, 1:30 pm. Globe lights of Liberty Village, CNE Grounds (1934) – future site of Ontario Place. Meet at the southwest 

corner of King St W and Strachan Ave. An 8-km walk.  

Thurs Mar 21 & Sat Mar 23 – Waterfowl 

Thurs Apr 25 & Sat Apr 27 – Birding for Beginners 

Thurs May 2 & Sun May 5 – Warblers 

Thurs May 23 & Sat May 25 – Birding by Ear 

http://www.torontobirding.ca
https://tommythompsonpark.ca/events/
mailto:emily.rondel@trca.on.ca
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-2018
http://www.natureartstudio.ca/
mailto:info@NatureArtStudio.ca
http://www.toronto.ca/marketgallery
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Telephone:  416-593-2656 

Website:      www.torontofieldnaturalists.org  

Email:        office@torontofieldnaturalists.org  

Address:      2 – 2449 Yonge St, Toronto M4P 2E7.  

The office is open 9:30 am to noon on Fridays. 

MISSION STATEMENT:  

Toronto Field Naturalists connects people with 

nature in the Toronto area. We help people 

understand, enjoy, and protect Toronto's green 

spaces and the species that inhabit them. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEMBERSHIP FEES   

Youth (under 26) 

Senior Single (65+) 

Single 

Senior Family  (2 adults 65+) 

Family 

Free (Digital only) 

$30 

$40 

$40 

$50 

Tax receipts issued for donations. 

TFN does not give out its membership list. 

NEWSLETTER  
 

Toronto Field Naturalist is published by TFN monthly, 
September to December and February to May. Views 
expressed in the Newsletter are not necessarily those of 
the editor or Toronto Field Naturalists. The Newsletter is 
printed on 100% recycled paper.        ISSN 0820-636X   
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
 

Kathleen Brooks, Jenny Bull, Vivienne Denton, Nancy 
Fredenburg, Elisabeth Gladstone, Alicia Gradson, Susan 
Grimbly, Vanessa Hardy, Zunaid Khan, Vanessa McMain, 
Jennifer Smith, Wendy Rothwell (editor).  
 

Printing & mailing: Digital Edge Printing & Media Services  

TFN is a charitable, non-profit organization. 

No HST.  All members with email address receive digital 
newsletters. There is a surcharge of $15 for those who 
prefer a printed mailed newsletter. 

ABOUT TFN 

President  Jason Ramsay-Brown 

Past-President, Stewardship Charles Bruce-Thompson 
Vice-President, Junior Naturalist,  

Action Committee 

Anne Purvis 

Secretary-Treasurer Bob Kortright 

Outings Jane Cluver 

Lectures Alex Wellington 

Promotions & Outreach,Volunteers Lynn Miller 

At large Elizabeth Block,  

Liz Menard 

Ellen Schwartzel 

Agneta Szabo 

WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 

March 2018 
 

March was dry and moderately cold with a persistent 
northerly flow. For the most part, any high-impact 
weather stayed to the south and east, with frequent 
nor’easter snowstorms in New England and the Canadian 
Maritimes. There was remarkably little day-to-day 
variation in sensible weather – quite a contrast to January 
and February. Indeed, the total variation between the 
warmest and coldest temperatures of the entire month 
was only 18.5° at Pearson Airport and 15.0° downtown. 
Contrast this with the wild swings of January that 
covered a span of 36.1° at Pearson: -23.5° to +12.6°.     
Or in March back in 1986 which ranged from -20.0° to 
+24.5°. 
 

The impression of cold that March presented was mostly 
due to the absence of any warm pushes that often occur 
during this month. It is quite common to get a strong 
though brief taste of spring or early summer in March 
with readings of 20° or more. Not so this year. Our 
highest temperature was just 10.5° at Pearson Airport on 
the 18th. Downtown Toronto didn’t even make it to 10°; 
the warmest reading was 8.3°, the lowest monthly 
maximum since 1956. On the other hand, it didn’t get all 

that cold either. Downtown’s monthly minimum of -6.7° 
was the least extreme since 2010. The monthly average 
temperature hovered just below normal by a fraction of a 
degree; the mean was 0.2° at Pearson Airport and 1.0° 
downtown. 
 

Since the action this month stayed in parts south and east 
(i.e. from the Lower Mississippi Valley to New England 
and the Maritimes), we had pretty minimal snow, with 
8.8 cm recorded at Pearson Airport and only a couple of 
days with snow on the ground. Rainfall was also light, 
with over half of it falling on March 29th. Total 
precipitation was about 24 mm downtown and 33 mm at 
Pearson Airport. 
 

Phenology (the seasonal timing of plants’ and animals’ 
activities) had got a bit of a head-start in late February as 
snowdrops came into bloom. But things got suspended in 
March, with just a few crocuses and skunk cabbage 
during the month. The snowdrops were in full bloom for 
well over a month, from late February into early April. 
Ponds which had half thawed in February remained half 
thawed through March and into the cold early part of 
April. 

Gavin Miller 

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 

IT’S YOUR NEWSLETTER! 
 

We welcome contributions of original writing 
(between 20 and 500 words) of nature observations, 
especially in the Toronto area; also reports, reviews, 
poems, sketches, paintings and digital photos. 
Please include “Newsletter” in the email subject line 
or on the envelope. Please re-name digital photos 
with subject and your name. In the accompanying 
email include location, date and any interesting 
information associated with the photo.  
 

Submissions deadline for April issue: March 1  

TFN is on Twitter and Facebook! Got something 

interesting to share? We’d love to get your photos 

and insights on TFN activities, 

Toronto nature events and 

interesting nature news.  

Email 

media@torontofieldnaturalists.org and be sure to 

include what your photo is and where it was taken.  

To read posts, go to www.torontofieldnaturalists.org 

and click on Twitter or Facebook. 

Answers from page 11. 
 

 

Grey Squirrel: 3B       Fox: 2F         Coyote: 5C        Mink: 8D  
 

Cottontail Rabbit: 7A        Deer: 6G       Mallard: 1H        Junco: 4E 

Storm Buddy 
I live on the 21st floor of an old apartment building in  
mid-town Toronto overlooking a wonderful green space 
that, in spring and fall, is a flyway for birds and monarchs. 
On the day I moved in 20 years ago I was greeted by a 
couple of house finches on my deck railing. In the chaos 
of the move, I figured out a way to hang my bird feeder, 
and the finches have been here ever since. The most I’ve 
had was 13 a few winters ago, all lined up in a snow storm 
along the railing.  
 

A couple of years ago there was a male that was 
practically tame. It hopped in the open sliding door to 
watch me while I was talking on the phone. I urged it back 
out and a while later as I was at my desk it popped in the 
window, fluttered up to sit by my laptop (and my lap!), 
looked at me for a while, then went back out the window 
and I never saw it again.  
 

The past two days, which have been miserable with 
freezing rain, rain, slush, fog, drizzle and general 
nastiness, a male has decided to ride out the storm up here 
with me. It has taken up residence on an old gnarly wreath 
on my balcony. It flies in with chirps around 9 am, feeds 
like crazy and moves over to sleep on its perch. I’ve 
watched it a few times as it drops down and eats ice 
crystals off the deck – maybe 10 or 12, head sideways 
scooping them up. Back up to the perch and more long 
winter’s naps. Trips for food – hulled sunflower seeds – 
back for naps. And away it goes around 5 pm. 
  

What a treat! What an amazing little visitor that must have 
a sense it is safe and sheltered up here, has food and water. 
Why bother flying around searching down below? Just 
now as I am about to sign off, he’s flown in to the feeder 
not two feet from my elbow. 

 Adieu from both of us!  
 Lynn Pady 

http://www.torontofieldnaturalists.org
https://twitter.com/torontonature
https://www.facebook.com/TorontoFieldNaturalists
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Doe and chickadee at Lynde Shores Conservation Area. Photo by Lynn Pady.   


