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NATURAL HISTORY
)

:":i" .."ILLUSTRATED~I(

:1" "' LECTURES.J'
.•~ I .1~ ~ 11 •••

Coyotes in the GTA
with Scott Jarvie, Coordinator
of Environmental Projects,
Toronto & Region Conser-
vation Authority. A slide
presentation on how and why
coyotes have adapted so well to
living in the ravines and park-
lands of Canada's largest city.

February 7

,I ~

. .
" :::Winter & Spring 1999
Sunday afternoons at 2:30 pm

Toronto Island School
Outdoor Education
Program
with Christer Nilsson,
Principal, Toronto Island
Outdoor Natural Science
School. Christer Nilsson has
been science consultant with
Toronto Board of Education for
three years.

March 7

~ ~ ,~ -Ir

't-t. •.(,~,,'J..", '. ,,:. > at the Northrop Frye Hall,
~ ", '~..: Victoria University,

s:T ~.I:;I" 73 Queen's Park Crescent East.. .~,
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Summer & Fall'
Wildflowers of Toronto

April 4

with Peter L. Money. A slide
presentation emphasizing native
species but including a selection
of more interesting introduced
species .

I.

.~
'.~ .

Clean Waters, Healthy
Habitats and the
Olympic Games
with Suzanne Barrett,
Director of the Lake Ontario
Program, the Waterfront
Regeneration Trust

May 2, ,
1 ••
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Sponsored by the Toronto Field Naturalists,
605 - 14 College St.

Toronto, Ontario M5G lK2
(416) 968-6255
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TFN OUTINGS
REMEMBER: Children and visitors are welcome on all outings but please, NO PETS!
To get to outings on time, check TIC routes and schedules by calling 393-4636.
Check the weather by calling 661-0123 so you will know what to wear on outings which
go rain or shine.

Wednesday
Feb. 3
10:30 am

Saturday
Feb. 6
2 pm

Sunday
Feb. 7
2, pm

Wednesday
Feb. 10
10:30 am

Sunday
Feb. 14
1 pm

Thursday
Feb. 18
12:30 pm

MORNINGSIDE PARK - nature walk Highland Cr., Scarborough
Leaders: Murray and Carol Seymour
Meet at the park entrance on the west side of Morningside Ave.
north of Lawrence Ave. East. Bring lunch.
The route will take us through several habitats and we may see deer and
certainly will see chickadees.

DEER PARKLIBRARY - nature photography
Leader: Robin Powell
Meet on the second floor of the library which is on the north
side of St. Clair Ave. East, one block east of Yonge St.
Bring your own nature photos, as many as 20, or just come and enjoy looking.
A projector and screen will be provided. If you have questions, please
call Robin at 928-9493.

Toronto

TFN MEETING - See page 2.

Social hour begins at 2 pm with free juice and coffee.

HIGH PARK - nature walk
Leader: Evon Turko
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. West
opposite High Park Blvd. Morning only.
Bring binoculars and notebooks and be prepared to discover all kinds of
interesting facts in this walk to one of Toronto's IOOStbeautiful parks.

Toronto

THOMSONPARK & BEYOND- nature walk Highland Cr., Scarborough
Leader: Morris Sorensen
Meet at the northeast corner of Lawrence Ave. East and
Brimley Rd.
As we explore the parkland along the creekside we will learn about how plants
and animals adapt to winter conditions.

WESTERNLAKESHORE- nature walk lakeshore, Toronto/Etobicoke
Leader: Boris Mather
Meet on the north side of the Queensway at Windermere Ave.
Be prepared for a brisk walk along the waterfront to see the new parklands ,
The walk will end at 3:30 IXIl. Manywaterfowl should be on view.

JANUARY!!!c=1 TFNIReI JOINT MEETING - January 31, 1999 - - See page 28 for de ta i Ls 01>
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FEBRUARYOUTINGS (cont'd)

Saturday
Feb. 20
10 am

Sunday
Feb. 21
1 pm and
2 pm

Wednesday
Feb. 24
10:30 am
ferry

$ tickets

Saturday
Feb. 27
1:30 pm

MIMICO CREEK - nature walk MimicoCr., Etobicoke
Leader: Diana Karrandjas
Meet atthe southwest corner of Eglinton Ave. West and
Martin Grove Rd. Morning only.
This is a joint outing with the Friends of MimicoCreek. This is an
especially good time to see mallards along the creek.

Toronto(East YorkLAKE IROQUOIS SHORELINE - oaks on the edge
Leaders: Peter Hare & Ian Wheal
Meet at the southeast corner of Eglinton Ave. East and
Bayview Ave. at 1 pm or if you prefer. meet where Laird Ave.
becomes Millwood Rd. (just south of the railway tracks) at 2 pm.
This is a joint outing with the North Toronto Green Conmmity. The first
part of the walk will be along city streets; the second part, ~n the
DonValley, ending at the DonValley Brick Works. This will be a long walk
so dress warmly.

TORONTOISLANDS - nature walk lakeshore, Toronto
Leader: John Eastwood
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. Bring lunch.
There's always lots to see at the islands -,. wintering ducks and gulls
as well as a variety of plants in their winter disguises.

HOSPITAL ANDRUSSELL CREEKS - heritage walk
Leader: Ian Wheal
Meetatthe southeast corner of Queen $t. West and Spadina Ave.
This walk will be along streets, looking for signs of lost natural heritage.

Toronto

o

L ~ A F - roo TED BUG species

This insect glistened golden in the sun. It had a burnt-umber
abdomen which also had pale yellow-gold that showed as it prepared
to fly off. Parts of its legs were also burnt umber. It
measured 3/4" from the tip of its head to f~e:end of the abdomen.

March 24, 1998,
Anne E. leon, Scarborough

Ref.: A FIELD GUIDE TO THE INSECTS of America north of Mexico
by Borror and White - Peterson Series.

(All bugs are insects, but all insects are not bugs. This is a true bu~. DB.)
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
As I write this report in late December 1998, TFN!s 75th anniversary year
is drawing to a close. Thanks to all of you who came out on December 6
and helped make our celebration a big success. Special thanks to
Phoebe Cleverley, Starr Whitmore, Jean Macdonald and Merne Powers
(decorations and refreshments), Colleen Prentice (raffles), Louise Herzberg
and Karin Fawthrop (donations for raffle), Susan Weiss (official
photographer) and last, but not least, Robin Powell for his slide show
and personal recollections of exploring and fighting to preserve
"Toronto the Green" as an active TFN member for the past 20 years or so.
I'm sure we were all inspired by Robin's passionate presentation. By
the way Robin, congratulations on your recent marriage!
Turning to other matters, I was certainly pleasErlto hear' tha t Toronto [Seepage 24.]
City council has moved to curtail the use of pesticides on public lands.
On the negative side, however, they have given the go-ahead for a fixed
link (bridge) connecting Toronto Island Airport with the mainland. This
is a very expensive undertaking and in my opinion will lead to a demand
for longer runways, larger planesand increased usage of the airport.
This can only have a negative effect on the wildlife sancruary and other
island habitats which serve as major stop-over points for migrating birds
as well as important summer nesting habitats and winter refuges for others.
Please let Mayor Lastman and your city councillors know how you feaabout
this. Let's keep our islands as a place for wildlife and people!
Still before council as I write is a proposed by-law recommending
registration and tagging for cats. Cats kill hundreds of millions of
birds and smarl animals each year, so again I ask you to urge your
councillors to vote in favour of this legislation. [Seealso pages 12 & 25.]

President's Field Notes #12, February 1999
Ithas been my observation that some animals and many naturalists hibernate
during the winter!
Personally, I can never understand the latter. I enjoy walking on a cold
but sunny winter's day far more than I would during the oppressive heat
and humidity of mid-summer. It's really just a matter of dressing for
the cold. Winter is a good time to observe trees, birds, winter remains
of nests (squirrels and hornets as well as birds), plant galls, animal
tracks and "winter weeds". If you want a mixed indoor/ outdoor experience
visit the zoo (and perhaps adjacent Rouge Park if you have time). The
zoo is less crowded at this time of year and many of the animals are more
active and easier to see and photograph. Those that are adapted to
northern climes look splendid in their best fur coats. To top it off
you can always visit the tropical indoor exhibits to warm up. Some
people dislike zoos because they do not like to see animals in cages.
There are still many roadside exhibits which give zoos a bad name, but
most major insititutions such as our Toronto Zoo are now doing great
work in such fields as research and education as well as providing gene
pools for possible reintroduction of endangered species to areas where
they have been extirpated. Moreover, modern animal enclosures,such as
the recently opened African savanna, bear little resemblance to the
restricted jail-like cages of earlier days. If you haven't been to the

t>
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT (cont'd)

zoo for a long time, why not plan a visit this winter.
be pleasantly surprised!

I'm sure you will

Morris Sorensen

SPRING BEAUTY, a native of
Toronto ravines, has white or
pink petals with darker pink
veins. The Carolina Spring
Beauty is also present here
(Purslane Family),
Drawing by Eva Davis.

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETTER

Requested: Essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 300 words),
poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings.

Subjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, especially reports of
personal experiences with wildlife.

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions can be
acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and date of each clipping.

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at least six weeks
before the month in which the event is to take place.

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists
605 - 14 College St.
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1K2

EditoF: Helen Juhola
Art, Poetry and Nature Observations: Diana Banville
Assistants: Eva Davis, Karin Fawthrop, Nancy Fredenburg, Eileen Mayo,
Toshi Oikawa and Jenny Bull.

Printer: DM Printing
Mailer: Perkins Mailing Services

o

o
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KEEPING IN TOUCH
October 2, 1998

A belated note to thank you for your kind review of Grow Wild. As a long-time TFN
member, it was great to see the book discussed in the newsletter.

In answer to your question, Ontario does not have any wildflower gardening clubs,
unless you count the chapters of the Canadian Wildflower Society (CWS) which is
well represented in the Source List [in the book]. The CWS is the national voice of
wildflower gardening in Canada and any info requests sent to CWS will be directed in
the appropriate direction. It is unfortunate that there aren't more Canadian groups.

As well, the photos were actually evenly divided between Canadian and American
examples, though they weren't all identified according to country. My approach to the
book was that the national borders were irrelevant - I focussed instead on plant
communities (whether the Great Lakes woodland garden was in Toronto or in
Michigan didn't make a difference to the plants themselves, all share similar habitat).

Thanks again for your review - I've passed along your praise to the photographer
too!

Lorraine Johnson

November 3, 1998

On behalf of the High Park Harvest Festival working committee, I thank you for your
participation in the festival on October 4 at Colborne Lodge. We were again blessed
with beautiful weather for this annual fall celebration. We estimate that the attendance
was up slightly again from last year and visitor feedback was very positive.

The success of the event is dependent upon the participation of community groups and
organizations with an interest in the park or fall activities. Your input makes the event
a richer and more meaningful experience for the public.

Cheryl Hart, Site Supervisor,
Colborne Lodge

t>

WINTER JOY

Liberated from the familiar and comfortable scenes of the verdant
seasons, winter sharpens the senses, invigorates the spirit and
allows the imagination to roam the landscape with a new sense:6f
freedom.
from "In praiseof winter"by Taul, Evens in BBC WILDLIFE,Vol. 15,No.1, Jan. 1997



November 17, 1998

In the August 1991 issue under "Keeping in Touch" I wrote about the Ministry of the
Environment's hotline number for cars which are spewing out blue or black exhaust.
Their present phone number is 314-7892. Please remember to call in not only the
licence number but also the make and colour of the car and the name of the road you
saw it on. The person taking your call (answering machine after hours) is very helpful.

Rosemary Sheppard

November 27,1998

The Toronto Hiking Club at their recent annual meeting voted to take out a
membership and give a $50.00 donation to your organization. We do the same for a
number of hiking trail associations. Your association was chosen because of the strong
stands you take in the preservation of the Toronto environment, and this is our way of
saying "thank you" for your good work. We trust we will continue to carry this
relationship on in future years.

Doug Paton, Treasurer
Toronto Hiking Club

P.S. Congratulations to Helen Juhola for her well deserved award from the Canadian
Wildflower Society.

December 29, 1998
•••1 would like to say how much I do enjoy the writing and thoughts of
Ken Cook, ranging from the wonderful description of first flights of the
peregrines on to Mimico Creek, etc.

Ruskin Willcox

G REA T G RAY 0 W L
Intruding on our frozen woods
from harsher, more desolate northern latitudes,
he stares, a stare icier
than the land he has left, stonier
than our fields he searches in vain,
stares at us in this snow-strewn lane,
his yellow eyes like augers; we
watch silently, awed and humbled, see
ourselves dismissed in an owl's sharp scrutiny.

W. J. Keith

o
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PROJECTS
TFN SPEAKERS ON RADIO

t>
Art Drysdale interviews our speakers the day before TFN meetings.
program which is about gardening and related interests is Saturday
from 9 am to 11 am on TALK 640 AM. He invites anyone listening to
our meetings. This is a great free service. Do listen. H.J.

His
mornings
attend

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT

t>

During one weekead last February, more than 14,000 citizen scientists
took part in the firstever, Great Backyard Bird Count. People all across
the continent made birdwatching history on Feb. 20, 21 & 22 by taking to
their backyards, parks and neighbourhoods, counting birds, and then logging
their results on the BirdSource website. The second count will be held
Feb. 19 to 22, 1999. The goal this year is to multiply participation
many times over. This year's data will allow Audubon and Cornell scientists
to begin to look for trends and population shifts. The increased efforts
of citizen scientists will help to define the status of birds at the close
of the millennium, allow a comparison of the effects of El Nino on migration
one year later, and create educational opportunities. To learn more,
contact the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods Rd.,
Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 - or call 607-2S4-BIRD. Also the BirdSource website
is http://bir'd~ource.comell.edu/, or contact Sally Coyne at sconyne@audubon.org.
extractedfrom theTORONI'OORNI'rnJI...OOICALCIlJBNEWSLETI.'ER,No. 89, Nov.".1998

TFN BOARD NOMINATIONS INVITED

t>
The TFN is looking for people with initiative who are willing to devote
time to working as members of the Board of Directors. Please send your
suggestions to Allan Greenbaum, Chairman of the Nominating Committee,
c/o TFN. 605 - 14 College St., Toronto, Onto M5G lK2. (The report of the
committee will be published in the May newsletter.)

DISCOVERY WALKS RECOMMENDED

t>

Toronto Parks staff has created six Discovery Walks pamphlets: Garrison
Creek, Don Valley Hills and Dales, Northern Ravines and Gardens, Central
Ravines, Belt Line and Gardens, Eastern Ravine and Beaches, ~estern Ravines
and Beaches. They are available in libraries or you may call 392~111 and
ask about them. Each pamphlet includes a route map and information about
the route; also a walkers'code, and availability of washrooms, telephones,
stairs, public transit, public libraries and much more. Do get yourself
a set and get out there and discover your city. Let the mayor, your
councillor and the parks department know how much you appreciate this
truly thoughtful program. Write to them at Toronto City Hall, Queen
Street West, Toronto, Onto MSH 2N2. H.J.

Night's ghostly moonlight
reflecting from rippled brook
twisted dark images.

Haiku by Ken Cook

mailto:sconyne@audubon.org.
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PROJECTS (cont'd)

PROJECT FEEDERWATCH
Put up a bird feeder in your own backyard, watch and count the birds that
use it and send your data to Project FeederWatch along with $15.U.S. You
will receive some very useful information and tips to enhance your
bird-watching experience, including a full-colour "feeder bird calendar
and poster from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology,P.O. Box 11, It~ca,
N.Y. 14851-0011. Visit the web site at http://birds.comell.edu. You'll
see animated maps showing the cumulative trends for bird species observed
by FeederWatchers.

VOLUNTEER AT THE FON (Federation of Ontario Naturalists)

The FON could benefit from about two volunteers to stuff member-
ship renewals into envelopes. The work is done the second
Wednesday of each month, in the morning at the FON at Leslie and
the 401. parking or access by the Leslie bus. For moreinfor-
mation call Gloria Greer at the FON, 444-8419 or Jean Macdonald
(TFN) 425-6596.

DOUG TARRY AWARDS FOR YOUNG ORNITHOLOGISTS
Attention parents and keen teen birders! The 1999 Young Ornithologists'
Workshop will be held at Long Point from July 30 to August 6. The
intensely-packed week of activities focuses on field ornithology and
includes banding, field trips, bird skinning, guest lectures, and much
more! Come make new friends from across the country w~th similar interests
in the world of birds. Six lucky applicants (ages 13~17) will be selected
and recipients will have all expenses paid (save travel costs). To receive
additional information and an application form, contact Jul Wojnowski,
Landbird Programs Coodinator, Bird Studies Canada, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan,
Onto NOE lMO.

NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS NEEDED
We are interested in stories about plants, animals and natural areas in
Toronto. Many of these are in newspapers. What we don't use in the
newsletter, we file (if it's about Toronto). During the past year we have
received one to many from the following members: Diana Banville, Shelley
Bond, Sandy Cappell, Phoebe Cleverley, Catherine Crawford, Mary Cumming,
Nancy Cumming, Earl Dillon, Karin Fawthrop, Nancy Fredenburg, Betty
Greenacre, Helen Hansen, Louise Herzberg, Mary Hunter, Eileen Mayo,
Alen McCombie, Jean McGill, Molly Campbell, Reta McWhinnie, Melanie Milanich,
Ruth Munson, Joan O'Donnell, Louise Orr, Betty Paul, Robin Powell,
Jim Purnell, Gloria Somerville, Grace Somers, Linda Stemmler, Marjory Tilley,
Mary Thomson, Jim Thomson, Arthur Wade, Mel Whiteside, Starr Whitmore,
Merle Young. It's a relatively easy way to contribute to the newsletter
and certainly helps the editors (and other members) keep aware of what is
going on out there. Please include source and date of each item.
Send to TFN, 605 - 14 College St., Toronto, Onto MSG lK2. H.J.

http://birds.comell.edu.
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PROJECTS (cont'd)

Bluebirds are Back!
Thanks to people like you

Now the Cornell Nest Box Network
invites you to help all cavity-nesting birds

Thirty years ago. bluebirds were In decline. Thanks to the grassroots efforts of concerned
citizens who took the simple step of putting up nest boxes around their homes and farms.
bluebirds are now among the most rapidly Increasing birds In North America.
Your nest boxes will always be important. Scientists at the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology
need your help to ensure the continued success of bluebirds and other species that use nest
boxes.

Become a Nest-box Monitor with the Cornell Nest Box Network!
As a CNBN nest-box monitor. you can

• learn how and where to put up nest boxes that will attract species that may use
the habitat around your property

• gather useful information on cavity-nesting birds by learning how to safely check
your nest box without harming the birds

• have fun participating In a hands-on science project that benefits cavity-nesting birds

You decide how much time you spend monitoring your nest box.
You can help by

• counting the eggs In your nest box for a clutch size study

• offering feathers to swallows. a favorite among both children and adults), for their nests

• estimating the number of feathers In your swallow nests

• measurtng nest-box characteristics such as (entrance hole size. box height. and
direction)

• offering calcium to your feathered neighbors to learn If birds need extra calcium for
healthy egg production

Use one nest box or lOO-it's up to you!
For only $20. we'll send you species accounts about
all of the cavity nesters you can help us study. a
useful list of references. a glossary of practical
terms. Ups to deal with non native spectes, and
much more-everythlng but the nest box itself.
(The CNBN materials show you how to make your own
and how to select a good nest box from your local
store or favorite catalogue!)

To sign up or for more information. call us toll-free
at 1-SOO-S43-BIRD (2473). e-matl us at <cornellblrds@cornell.edu>.
or write us at Cornell Nest Box Network / ABA. Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
159 Sapsucker Woods Road. Ithaca. NY 14850. Visit our web site at
-chttp.z /btrds.comell.educ-,

t>
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FATAL LIGHT AWARENESS (FLAP) BULLETIN

The new megacity is currently reviewing an animal control by-law which
recommends mandatory registration and tagging for cats. It also includes
a no-trespass clause which states that homeowners can have offending cats
removed from their property by Animal Control. The intent of the by-law
is to encourage responsible pet ownership.
This by-law has significant implications for wildlife conservation, since
domestic cats kill hundreds of millions of birds and small mammals every
year.
FLAP rescue volunteers sometimes see cats snatching the birds that have
collided with windows in downtown Toronto and at buildings outside the
core where there are ravines or other sheltered areas close by. We have
no way of knowing how many birds, which might otherwise be saved, fall
victim to cats. But, it's important that we minirr.izethe feline threat
because the cats do not discriminate -- they could just as easily kill a
rare hooded warbler as a common house sparrow.
Birds in North America are at special risk because their populations
evolved over the centuries in the absence of a small, abundant predator
like the domestic cat. They have no defenses against cats.
The Board of Directors of FLAP has sent a letter to City Cauntil endorsing
the by-law and calling for an even stronger stance: encouraging pet owners
to keep their cats indoors.
Myths about cats and birds:
• A bird can a lways flyaway from a cat. TRUTH: a cat can sneak up on a

bird before the bird has a chance to react. In some case~ cats have
learned to leap up and bring down slow-moving birds such as mourning doves .

• Cats with bells on their collars do not kill wildlife. TRUTH: Cats
learn to stalk their prey without jingling the bells. And even if they
don't learn this trick, the wild bird does not necessarily associate
the ringing of the bells with danger.

~ Well-fed cats are not interested in killing wildlife. TRUTH: The urge
to hunt and the urge to eat are controlled by different portions of the
cat's brain. Domestic cats often kill their prey and then present it
intact as a gift to their owners.

~ If the bird escapes from the clutches of a cat and flies away it will
be fine. TRUTH: Once caught by a cat, few birds survive. Infection
from the cat's teeth or claws or the stress of capture usually result
in death.

As a cat lover and many of us are -- you can protect your pet by keeping
him or her indoors or under strict supervision if you let them outside.

[> As a bird lover, please help us protect Ontario's songbirds. Urge your
city councillor to vote in favour of the cat control by-law.
a releasefromFlAP,Nov. 20, 1998
[Seealso, page 25.]
[Fornames and numbersre this issue,call 905-83l-FLAP.]
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HUMBER UPDATE

Following a presentation by the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
staff, supported by members of the Humber Alliance and the Humber Heritage
Committee, the Canadian Heritage Rivers Systems Board approved the
nomination of the Humber River as a Canadian Heritage River on Feb. 4, 1998.
The nomination had to be approved by the Ontario Minister of Natural
Resources, which it was on Sept. 26, 1998. Then it had to be approved
by the Federal Heritage Minister, which it was on Dec. 8, 1998.
LEGACY: A STRATEGY FOR A HEALTHY HUMBER and A CALL TO ACTION, two prize-
winning documents prepared by the Humber Watershed Task Force,were the
basis for the nomination. The implementation of their recommendations
will be carried out by the conservation authority under tbe~superE~~iona_
of the Humber Alliance before the river becomes offially designated as a
heritage river.
Those who live near the river love it. It is very special to us. We
are used to its beauty and we use it as a place to renew ourselves. Many
of us are aware of its history. The river played a role in aborginal
times, during the French regime and after the arrival of the British.
The designation of the Humber as a Heritage River will make it a focus
for eco-tourism.
Letters for support for this designation are still needed. Send them
to the Canadian Heritage River Committee, c/o TRCA, 5 Shoreham Dr.,
Downsview, Onto M3N IS4.

Madeleine Mcdowell o

THE EUROPEAN MOUNTAIN-ASH or ROWAN
is a familiar tree in Toronto,
frequently planted. (Rose Family).

Tiny specimens turn up in ravines
but the species is not established
here. The American Robin regularly
wintering here finds the berries a
bonus to our native fruits.

(Drawing by
D. Andrew White)
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Changing Parks: The History, Future and Cultural Context
of Parks and Heri tage Landscapes. John S. Marsh and Bruce
W. Hodgins, editors. Toronto: Natural Heritage/ Natural
History Inc., 1998. 311 pg. $19.95.
This book is the result of a 1993 conference at Trent
University celebrating the centennial of Algonquin Park,
Canada's first provincial park. Like most such conference
proceedings, the book is a mixed bagi the chapters vary
widely in topic, approach and tone. Almost anyone with an
interest in "the history, future and cultural context" of
parks will find some worthwhile reading here, but few
will be inclined to devour the book from cover to cover.

The first chapter, a rich essay by historian John
Wadland, does not focus on parks at all. Meandering like
the "great rivers" to which it refers, the essay examines
from various angles the distinctive ways in which nature
and landscape have been represented in Canadian culture
and historiography.
All the other chapters do deal with parks in one way or
another. The chapters by KilIan on the history of
Ontario parks policy, Hodgins and Cannon on Aboriginal
presence in Ontario parks, Carter-Edwards on the history
of national parks in Ontario, and Attridge on the
development of Canadian parks legislation, read together,
provide an invaluable context for thinking about current
parks issues in this province. Other policy history
chapters address the development of parks in Quebec,
British Columbia, the Northwest Territories, Scotland,
Australia and New Zealand, the evolution of "world
heritage site" designations, and the emergence of the
"greenways" park concept. Some of these chapters promise
comparative analysis and a few (like the NWT chapter) do
deliver nuggets of insight, but much of the material is
merely descriptive. More provocative is a policy-oriented
chapter by Paul Eagles which argues for more park user
fees.

Several history chapters are lively nonetheless. One
dissects the attitudes and influence of the Alpine Club
of Canada, an organization established in 1906 to
encourage the enjoyment and protection of alpine natural
heritage, which played an important part in the history
of Banff and other western parks. Another uses oral
history methods to document the complex ways of old-
timers who worked as commercial fishers, loggers,
trappers and guides in Pukaskwa before it became a
national park. A third reveals that in 1960, Dr. Martin
Luther King was denied vacation accommodation in Fundy
National Park, ostensibly to avoid discomfiting visitors
from the American south.

Allan Greenbaum



FOR REApING (cout'd) TFN 481 - is
Hungry Hollow, The Story of a Natural Place by A. K. Dewdney. Illustrated by
Christie Lyons and Roman Szolkowski. Copernicus, Springer-Verlag, New York, Inc.,
1998.

While my mind simply gives up when confronted with unimaginable size, it has even
more difficulty envisaging things so small that they apparently disappear. "Big fleas
have little fleas ..." and is there a last "littlest flea," or does this process go on forever?
This book takes us through five worlds, from macro to micro, and is dense, packed
reading, an illumination of what the eye perceives as the skin of a landscape to the
hidden bones, bloodstream, viscera and nerves. Worlds within worlds. The world, for
instance, carried on the back of a snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentinai, life forms
from the interlaced Kingdoms of Monera, Protista, Fungi and Animalia, all of which
change or die the minute she leaves the water. The author writes: "She is a living
fossil, older perhaps than the dinosaurs themselves." But the moss over which she
plods (Fissidens viridulasy is a member of an ancient Phylum which has persisted even
longer than the reptiles.

From the microscopic to the thoroughly visible, the raccoon (Procyon lotor) diverged
from the carnivore line millions of years before the canids. Wild dogs hunted in packs,
but raccoons hunted alone, dogs being committed to meat-eating while raccoons were
not. The raccoon, however, if fed by humans, does not become subservient like the
dog, nor pretend to be independent like his distant carnivore relative, the house cat.
Mr. Dewdney points out that removing an urban raccoon to the countryside (as is done
by "rescue" teams) is a death sentence for it will be left in another's territory and has
no survival skills.

Raccoon and snapping turtle are familiar. Diatoms and hypotrichs are not, but in
World Five they share both an interdependence and a life-and-death relationship,
detailing a savagery of the barely seeable and the unseeable which dwarfs "anything in
the familiar dimensions of World Zero where humans live." And indeed the whole
incredibly complex structure is poised on the necessity of acquiring someone for lunch
while avoiding becoming someone's dinner. This book is not for the squeamish, for
although the subtitle "The Story of a Natural Place" suggests a comfortable Nature
Observed book, the title "Hungry Hollow" is the reality.

I found my lack of scientific background both enlightened and delighted by the
writer's gift for the bon mot. He writes, for example, of the Creek as "being awash
with the smells of its own digestion." Of fungal spores as "the omnipresent and
invisible air force of decay." Of the Aphidae as the "cattle of the insect world." The
curved surfaces of the eye of a praying mantis "honeycombed with a thousand facets"
being like "a Buckminster Fuller dome." The build-up of a storm as "...a gaseous
paisley of miniature hot air balloons." Hail as "rain frozen by indecision." Water
striders which "juggle the currents to their advantage like hawks riding thermals." The
Creek's current as "Small grey blooms (which) darken the water as the shale returns to
active duty after 380 million years of shore leave." A strand of DNA as "a spiral, ropy
ladder made of large beads, a complex rosary on which prayers for survival may be said."

e-
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FOR READING (cont'd)

Throughout, the author warns that the main environmental threat at the millennium is
the loss of natural habitat, and the most cogent chapter to my mind is the one entitled
"Permanent Clearcut - A Lesson", namely, the permanent clearcut of human invasion.
The disaster which befell Nicaragua last year, vast tracts of land swept away, was
assisted hugely by deforestation. Whether our provincial governments will learn from
this is dubious as they continue to toy with the projected plunder of Banff and
Algonquin and Temagami for both lumber and minerals (all that lovely future lucre?).

The author writes that "We live in a warm but brief interglacial spell, the one that has
nurtured all of recorded human history," so forces beyond our control might yet settle
our shortsighted blunderings.

This book is both an eye opener and a warning, and marvellously worth the effort.
The illustrations are superb. The one serious fault is that there is no index.

Eva Davis o

NORTHERN FLICKER in
\-JEEPING WILLOH
Taylor Creek Park



East Point Mysteries

During a TFN outing to East Point on December 9, we made two intriguing
observations. The first occurred as I was clambering up the bluff while
reconnoitring a trail from the beach. In front of me on the ground was the skin of
an animal with what looked like a mouthful of porcupine quills. Picking it up
gingerly and holding it at arms length, I ascended the hill to find that most of our
group had preceded me. Nobody could identify my object. The skin did show
evidence of scales but what fish could have such big teeth? And why did the
skin appear to be inside-out? Moreover, what fish would be half-way up a cliff?
A plastic bag was provided to allow me a more leisurely analysis of our
specimen.

In our haste to return I forgot to explain why the skin was reversed.
Turkey Vultures can smell carrion a mile away-they also migrate west along the
Lake Ontario shoreline in the fall. As they eat a carcass, they work back from the
skin so the carcass ends up being inside out. But unlike other raptors, Turkey
Vultures cannot carry food with their talons.

I stored the plastic bag outside and waited for freezing weather to make
dissection of the carcass more agreeable. When this occurred, I teased apart the
mouthful of quills. They were the spiny rays of the dorsal fin which had become
compressed together as the skin was reversed - similar to pleats in a curtain.
Identification of the fish was then elementary. The Common Carp is the only
fish in our area which has 17 to 24 large rays in the dorsal fin.

The last question was probably the easiest. How did the fish get up the
hill? We know it didn't swim there, nor was it moved by the Turkey Vultures.
So it had to be carried up the cliff-probably by a human or perhaps by a dog or
coyote.

The other mystery was much less exciting. In the fields behind the brow,
there were several crab-apple shrubs. A few had the bark abraded along one
side for several feet. After some discussion we eliminated mice and rabbits.
With these animals, the bark shows very evident tooth marks just like beaver
markings. Also mice, in particular, will chew around a branch, not just on one
side. Somebody remarked that White-tailed Deer were abundant in this area.
Deer normally browse the tender tips of shrubs and not one side of the main
stem. From lack of any other idea, I reluctantly suggested this was deer browse.
From further reading'T now know the cause. In the fall, White-tailed Deer bucks
choose particular trees or shrubs to rub their antlers and remove the velvet. The
markings we saw on these shrubs were very consistent with this behaviour.

George Bryant
,'< WAKEROBlli(newsletter of the MuskokaField Naturalists), May/June 1992

o



"WELL MET BY MOONLIGHT"
(with apologies to Mr. Shakespeare)

Like most naturalists, I am fascinated with animal behaviour. A year or so back I had
an experience that has had me wondering every since.

Sleepless at 2 a.m., I gazed into my January backyard, imagining my garden
slumbering under a blanket of fresh snow. As I watched, a fox stepped out from the
hedge, coat gleaming in the clear moonlight. At almost the same moment another fox
entered the yard from the opposite hedge. I held my breath and, with typical human
conditioning, my first thought was "Uh oh, there's going to be a fight." But this was
not the case. In fact, the foxes approached each other rather calmly and, when closer,
reached out their noses and sniffed. When they came together, they touched noses and
then, to my surprise, stood on their hind legs facing each other and dabbled the air
with their front paws. This seemingly amicable action took but a moment. Afterwards
they assumed their more usual posture, touched noses and continued in their original
directions. I continued to stand there, wondering. What had I just observed? Was this a
commonplace greeting between foxes? Was this the friendly reunion of siblings; a
mated pair; the original Foxtrot; or what?

To this day I do not know the answer, even though I have scoured the local library's
animal behaviour books. I would appreciate hearing from anyone who has made a
similar observation and/or knows what this behaviour means. I should add that there
was a sizable litter of little foxes that yearl

Diana Karrandjas o
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RETURN(ING) TO PARADISE

1998. August 2 - Bloop ... "Wow' Either a blue jay's drowning or that's a BELTED
KINGFISHER?"

I had a bit of trouble believing it, but sure enough, as I approached the small pond
under cover of its shroud of foliage, I observed a kingfisher flapping out of the water
and heading to an overhanging branch. I watched as it peered into the muddy abyss
looking for surface motions, a sign of its next meal. THEN, guess how excited I got
when another kingfisher showed up. I determined they were a pair and watched as
they provided me with a private exhibition of kingfisher flight manoeuvres and fishing
prowess. "1 thought this pond was dead," I mused. "Look at the mud. How can
anything live in that...?" Then I saw the turtles.

A few days later - "Jack, tell me about that pond. You know, the one you mentioned
that was at the old Sun Brick Yard."

Jack has lived in East York close to the Don Valley all his life. This area was one of
his playgrounds in the 1940s. He proceeded to draw a detailed map, complete with old
frame structures, four kilns and the only brick building, a small gate-house. He even
had a story of a Dave Edmonds, the son of an Eaton's delivery man, who ended up
living in the tiny gate-house in the early 1950s. As I studied the map, something didn't
make sense. "The pond wasn't THERE, Jack," I observed. "Oh, you mean the little
one," he replied as he drew in a small pond on the other side of the tracks. "YES.
That's the one," I said. I then explained to him what I had seen there.

The big pond, which Jack had drawn first, was the local swimming hole when he was
young. Originally, it was the site of Sun's main clay pit. Then, after the clay had been
extracted, the pit filled with water, making a fit place for kids to swim (right!).
Finally, it became the core of the incredible landfill project (garbage dump) which
scars the area today. This site is just downstream from the Leaside bridge. You see it
on your right as you travel on the Bayview extension north of Pottery Road. But you
won't see the little pond. It's nestled between the railroad tracks and the Don River.
That's why it survived.

Pointing to the large pond, Jack explained: "Sun was gone when I used to swim HERE
but," pointing to the small pond "nobody swam THERE, it was covered with thick
scum and algae." He continued: "Well... a couple of kids did jump in from time to
time. They said there was some old equipment on the bottom, you know, small rail
cars used in clay excavation." (Can you believe it, "a couple of kids jumped in" '"
every neighbourhood had them, didn't they.)

Jack was kind enough to compile a short chronology of Sun in the Don Valley for me.
It starts with an article in American Machinist.

1911, April - page 763. "The Sun Brick Co. will establish a $200,000 plant in
Toronto."
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This is followed by some super sleuthing. A brief history of Sun Brick in the Don
Valley compiled from Toronto telephone directories (available for viewing at the
Toronto Reference Library).
1912 - no mention of Sun Brick Co.
1913 - Sun Brick appears. (We can guess when it all started.)
1914 - Sun Brick Co. Ltd.

G. A. German, Managing Director,
A. F. Graves-Walker, Secretary of the Works, Don Valley.
Room 1023 - Trader's Bank Building, 67 Yonge St.

1915 - Sun Brick Co. Ltd.
67 Yonge St. and Todmorden

1934 - Sun Brick & Tile Co.
Don Valley East York
GE-2727

(Hmm ..branching into the tile business, are we? Most of these were square cross-
section drainage tiles. Jack remembered seeing some on the site. I found one small
piece of a circular cross section tile.)

1937 - Sun Brick & Tile Co.
Don Valley
HA-2848 (Last date Brick Yard had a phone.)

1938 - Sun Brick & Tile Co.
Don Valley, East York
(No phone)

1939, '40, '41, '43 - same description - no phone. (We can therefore conclude: The
Sun Brick Yard, Don Valley Works likely stopped operating late 1937 or '38.)

Jack was sure, although he couldn't find reference to the fact, that Henry Pellatt was
well positioned in the company at one time. In any case, nice work.

1998, August 9 - I returned the following week to see if the kingfishers were just
passing through or had a more permanent attachment to the pond. A slightly startled
(I'm not sure who was more slightly startled) great blue heron took off, did a low level
pass over the pond and landed beside a black crowned night heron ... wow! HERONS -
plural.

"This is good," I thought, but I was still not convinced. Then I saw the northern
waterthrush. This place was for real! Little discoveries like this continue to give me
hope that, environmentally, things will turn around. Really interested now, I circled the
pond. "Hmm ... no kingfishers yet. Patience," I thought. As I walked back toward the
path, I had a clear view of the ubiquitous CN tower, the ever present reminder that
you're in the middle of a major population centre, and then: "OH GREAT, one of the
kingfishers ... they'll be around for a while." Although the environment may never
"return" completely, it IS nice to be part of the "returning." I>
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And oh, this just in:

1924 - Sun Brick Co. Ltd.
Sir Henry Pellat, President.
32 Toronto St.
Brick Yard, Don Valley Rd.

Thanks again, Jack.
Ken Cook o

THE RIVER OTTER has been reported in Toronto Region in
winter in the 1990's - in the Lower Don, Vaughan Ponds &
Marshes(catching and eating a fish), as well as evidence
such as tracks, troughs and slides in snow at Ajax and
Kortright Centre. (TFN RECORDS)

••• aberrant chIldren all have something in common -- total
alienation from nature •.•• the best way to create inhuman people
is to des troy the na ture tha t surrounds them.

extracted from ''The Japan WeNever Knew"by D. Suzuki & K. Oiwa, Stoddart PublishingL Co. Ltd., 1996



TFN 481 - 22

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY TREES

According to the arboretum guide of Mount Pleasant Cemetery, there should
be two osage orange trees (Maclura pomifera) in sections 0 and 19. They
are not there. The guide needs to be updated. I did find a small tree
in section J. I mentioned this to Sandy Cappell who told me of some large
trees near Park Lawn Road and Lake Shore Blvd. West on the Christie
Bakery grounds. I have been visiting this area to birdwatch and to observe
the latest developments of Humber Bay parkland. I had expected to find
some thorny shrubs, but instead found several large trees bearing fruit.
This was one of those great discoveries where, though I knew what the
tree and fruit would look like from drawings, I was surprised.
The fruit is actually the size of an orange and bright green, and the most
unusual feature is the skin. I can best describe it as covered with a
mishmash of bumps about 3 mm X 1 mm, some of which are square and others
triangular or almost round.
The wood of the Maclura is one of the most durable of any North
tree. It makes a good hedge for it is very thorny. I hope the
planting in the cemetery survives.

American
new

Roger Powley

OSAGE-ORANGE on Old Kingston Road, Scarborough
(drawing by D. Andrew White)

MULBERRY
FAMILY

Status: "Native in the e. U.S.A. from Texas to Arkansas and
naturalized northwards; planted as a hedge in S. Ontario,
where occasionally spreading in the counties neighbourin~
Lake Erie ••• " (H.J. Scoggan, THE FLORA OF CANADA)

o
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R H I Z 0 M [S WIT H A N [L E G ANT FOR M

This February I noticed many fine specimens of the rhizomes
of cattails (Typha latifolia) that were littered about on
the east end of Bluffer's beach. Probably they were
dislodged by ice-rafts during the winter. These rhizomes are
rather elegant and mathematically precise in form. They are
segmented, with alternate buds, and little roots radiate
from the nodes of the segments. Where the roots cease,
presumably Where the stems leave the soil, the leaves begin
to develop and cover the buds.

D. Andrew White

tel,·'l.DYna+oll~ stelh'\ J.. Cdtb-"
?(l)rbo(oJ~" ~Iuih.

o

February second at nine in the morning
a cardinal singing

- as if it were spring
February ninth, on my balcony,

a house-fly flying
- as if it were spring

February tenth (near but unseen)
a mourning-dove cooing

- as if it were spring

Sandy Cappell,
Willowdale field notes,
February, 1998.
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IN THE NEWS
WEED KILLER IN PARKS BANNED BY COUNCIL
Toronto has decided to end herbicide use in its parks, playgrounds and
roadsides, making the city one of the largest jurisdictions in Canada to
stop the routine spraying of its properties to kill weeds. The ban starts
in the 1999 growing season. Herbicide use of city-owned bowling greens
and golf courses will be phased out later.
extractedfrom an articlein theGLOBEAND MAIL,Dec. 19, 1998
Comment: Great news!!! Actually Oakdale Golf and Country Club on Black

Creek has already shown that golf courses don't need to use
pesticides. They're following an Audubon program. Do let your
friends and neighbours know that Toronto is trying to be pesticide-
free. It's possible. Contact Metro Works at 392-4330 to obtain
free pamphlets about non-hazardous alternatives to pesticides.
Also, let your mayor and councillors know that you approve of
this move toward a more healthy city. Write them at Toronto
City Hall, Queen Street West, Toronto, Onto M5H 2N2.

PARKS MAKE IT OFFICIAL: PLEASE DON'T FEED THE BIRDS
Feeding the birds may seem a noble gesture, especially in winter, but
experts warn that big-city birds are getting too much of a good thing and
that they would be better off if people spared the seed. Feeding birds
is against a uniform parks bylaw that will cover all the parks in the
consolidated megacity. New signs are appearing in Toronto parks. Flocks
of pigeons, gulls, geese and ducks have been growing in city parks as
kind-hearted people drop piles of corn, loaves of bread and even dozens
of stale doughnuts for the birds. Pigeons, sparrows and starlings are
the main beneficiaries of food left in ~ublic places. Without the need
to forage, the birds stay in the same location and become nuisances.
Droppings from these big birds create a mess on buildings and walkways,
but there are also serious health concerns. If food is put on the ground,
it gets mixed with bird feces that can spread disease and parasites to
animals and humans. And if the birds don't eat all the food by day, mice
and rats move in to finish it off by night. The experts say there are ways
to feed birds that don't create a problem. The best idea is to set up a
bird feeder in a yard or balcony.
extractedfrom an articleby WallaceInmenin theGLOBE & MAIL, Dec. 23, 1998

'VACCINE' OFFERS HOPE AGAINST ELM DISEASE
Dutch elm disease, a fungus spread by beetles, decimated the elm in the
1950s and 1960s, killing millions worldwide in the most destructive tree
blight ever. In metropolitan Toronto alone, the number of American elms
plunged from an estimated 50,000 to a few thousand today. University of
Toronto professor Martin Hubbes, after decades of dead-ends and disappointments,
this summer finally perfectedthe equivalent of a vaccine agains t Du tch elm
disease. A world patent is pending on the new treatment. A Toronto high-
tech company, Phenex, is pursuing regulatory approval to market the
vaccine, which must be administered annually.
extractedfrom an articleby PeterCalamaiin theTORONTOSTAR,Dec. 21, 1998
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BOARD CONSIDERS ANIMAL BYLAW
The city's Board of Health is looking at harmonizing the six diverse
animal bylaws that existed before amalgamation. The new bylaw will take
a less restrictive approach on exotic pets and if approved will take
effect April 1. Its prohibited animals list inciuded 20 species of
mammals, 25 species of birds and four reptiles. All venomous and
poisonous animals are also banned. One of the major recommended changes
is that all cats be registered, licenced and tagged, the same as dogs.
If the legislation passes, Toronto residents will be able to keep only a
maximum of three dogs or six cats in their home. If a cat has kittens
and the owner has other cats, the kittens can stay until they are six
months old. Under the draft bylaw that is the age when a kitten becomes
a cat. Cats could also be prohibited from being at large, and if seized
could be impounded. T'he city would take a cat running loose only if
neighbours complain. [Seealso page 12.]
extractedfrom an articleby Gay Abbate in the GLOBE & MAIL, Dec. 1, 1998

ENVIRONMENTALISTS URGE TESTING OF AIR NEAR GARBAGE DUMPS
The Ontario Ministry of Environment tested three major dumps in the
Toronto area in 1994-5 and found vinyl chloride, a known cancer-causing
agent, and other volatile organic compounds seeping into the air. The
emissions appear to have been caused by solvents and the decomposition of
vinyl-chloride-containing plastics in the dumps. Relatively little is
known about the dangers of air emissions from modern landfills although
there is a growing body of research that has found elevated levels of
some cancers in residents who live around dumps. Most landfill operators
try to minimize toxic discharges into the atmosphere by laying pipes in
the garbage that collect the contaminants. These harmful materials are
then burned. The finding that vinyl chloride -- which is linked to brain
and several other cancers -- can leak from dumps indicates the plastics
containing the compound -- called polyvinyl chlorides -- should be phased
out and replaced with less harmful alternatives. Vinyl-chloride containing
plastics are difficult to recycle and raise fears of dioxin, another
carcinogen, when they are incinerated. But dumping may also pose dangers
because of the emission problems. Strong garbage smells have been
associated with high vinyl-chloride emissions from dumps.
extractedfrom an articleby MartinMittelstaedtin the GLOBE & MAIL, Nov. 28, 1998 ~

In most places nature is going to be saved not by official bodies but
by each of us. If we don't help, if the whole social climate isn't
one of active participation, right down to the personal and household
level, then all ordinary wildlife is doomed.
from VllRMOOLES:ESSAYSAND OCCASIONALWRITllCSby JOM Fowles,Henry Holt & Co., N.Y., _

1998.
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THE BIRDS AND THE BEES
The Quebec election is over. They have selected the bug they need to
carry them forward into the 21st century. They chose the stately white
admiral butterfly. The white admiral garnered 73,256 votes out of the
230,660 cast in a seven-month campaign to designate an official insect
for the province -- the only province, _incidentally, to choose one so far.
extractedfrom an articleby Roy MacGregorin the NORTI-lPOST, Nov. 3, 1998

RADIO SMOG
Efforts to observe our skies through the Southern Hemisphere's pre-eminent
telescope are being hampered by signals from mobile phones, microwave ovens
and subscription television channels. Modern luxuries have created an
"electromagnetic smog" that is destroying much of the valuable radio data
the telescope is receiving. The interference-sensitive telescope
antennas record data from interstellar gas clouds and the atmospheres of
planets and stars. The data is used by about 800 astronomers from 90
institutions around the world. But their work could be in danger because
of the increasing interference on crucial frequencies.
from "Earthweek:Diary of the Planet" in the ~ FREE PRESS,Nov. 7, 1998

WARMEST OF MILLENNIUM
This year is expected to be the warmest in the last 1,000 years. 1998
will go down as the warmest 12 months since 1106. Scientists compared
temperature peaks during the last millennium by using tree rings and ice
cores as indicators. They found 1106 was approximately 0.5 times above
the average and predict that 1998 will turn out to be slightly higher.
from "Earthweek:Diary of the Planet" in the ~ FREE PRESS,Nov. 7, 1998

CHRISTMAS GIFT EASES JOURNEY UPSTREAM FOR TROUT, SALMON
Trout and salmon that swim up the Humber River are getting a Christmas
Gift this year in the form of an easier passage upstream. Three
government agencies are in the midst of improving the upstream passage
from Lake Ontario to the shallow waters of the Humber River watershed.
The one-and-a-half metre high Old Mill darn will no longer be an obstacle
for the fish once construction of a notch in the weir is constructed this
month.
from an articleby JosephKim in the EI'OBIa:REGUARDIAN, Dec. 2, 1998

ROUGE MARSHES GET $20,000 FUNDING FOR FISH AND WILDLIFE PROJECT
Natural Resources Minister John Snobelen annouced $60,000 in funding
for three fish and wildlife projects in the Greater Toronto Area. Some
of the money will be used to improve the health of the Rouge River Marshes
by constructing nesting boxes and brush shelters, and by expanding vegetation
communities into areas without plant life.
extractedfrom an article in the BUJFFSMJNITOR,Oct. 1998 H.J. o
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR)
February 1998, Toronto
It was the warmest February on record in all the Toronto region, thanks to
El Nino. There were only three days in the middle of the month when the
temperature did not rise above freezing. The monthly mean temperature of
l.4°C was more than five degrees above normal. The mean maximum downtown
of 3.6°C had, however, been tied once in 1976 and exceeded in 1954 when it
was 3.8°C. No daily records were broken, but arctic air never put in an
appearance after St. Valentine's day when the lowest temperature for the
month was reached: -lO.8°C. Except for a couple of rainy spells, all the
weather action stayed away from Toronto. The southern U.S. got battered
regularly, with severe weather in Florida in particular on Feb. 4th and
Feb. 22-23. El Nino drenched California: Santa Barbara reported 572 mm
of rain in the month.
We had a record low snowfall of barely 1 centimetre; the previous record
was 5 cm in 1976. Toronto City had 0.8 cm and Pearson 1.4 cm. Amazingly,
some snow cover from January lingered here and there most of the month.
Rainfall brought the total precipitation up to near the average.
Sunshine was abundant during the first part of the month as well as during
the last few days. Damper conditions from Feb. 17th to Feb. 22nd brought
almost continuous overcast, but the impression remains of a relatively
bright, tranquil month. The 112.4 hours of sunshine was close to normal.
Average windspeeds were about 4 km/h below normal: 13 km/h at Pearson
Airport and 17 km/h at Toronto Island. Pearson's average was the lowest
since 1984.

Gavin Miller o
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COMING EVENTS
Toronto Ornithological Club - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird walks - aimed at

the intermediate birder, but beginners are also welcome. Free.
• Saturday, Feb. 13 at 9 am - Meet at the Pickering GO station to

car pool. Bring lunch and dress warmly. Leader: George Bryant.

Royal Canadian Institute free science lectures Sundays at 3 pm in the
Macleod Auditorium, Medical Sciences Building; 1 King's College Circle
(Queen' s P.ark Crescent West at College s e.) Call 928-2096 for details.
• ~an. 24 - Natural chemicals with a message - Jeremy N. McNeil
• Jan. 31 - From acquisition to restoration: protecting Toronto's

natural places - Wayne C. Reeves
A JOINT MEETING OF THE TFN and RCI

• Feb. 7-Rebuilding the adult brain - Derek van der Kooy
• Feb. 14 - Supernovae and the fate of the universe - Peter Garnavich
• Feb. 21 - Photoelectronics: a new twist on the interaction of light

and electrons - John E. Sipe
• Feb. 28 - Affective computing - Rosalind W. Picard

High Park walking tours - winter 1999 - 392-1748 for more details.
• Jan. 31 - How plants and animals adapt to the winter
e Feb. 14 - Ice skating and icing cookies at the .Lodg e
• Feb. 28 - Identifying trees in the winter
Meet near the south side of the Grenadier cafe and tea house (at the
benches across the street)in High Park at 1:15 pm. $2 donation.

TFN
DISPLAY

Seedy Saturday - Sat. Feb. 27 from 10 am to 4 pm at Black Creek Pioneer
Village Visitors Centre. Seed exchange, workshops, local vendors,
demons tra tions • $3 sugges ted dona tion. Volunteerscall Andre Vietinghoffat 232-9241.

JAl'.'UARY!! !
Fatal Light Awareness Program (FLAP) annual general meeting - Sunday,

Jan. 17 at 2 pm at the Recycling Council of Ontario offices, 489 College
St., Suite 504. Call 905-83l-FLAP for more information.

Homeopathic First Aid and Trauma Care for Wildlife - a two day seminar
in Guelph (Feb. 13 & 14) - designed for wildlife rehabilitators. For
more information call Lori Nichols at 416-604-8843.

Black Creek Project monthly meetings- Everyone welcome. If you have
concerns or questions regarding the watershed, this is your chance to
get some answers and make a change. Meetings are held at 6:30 pm on
the second Wednesday of every month at the York Civic Centre,
2700 Eglinton Ave. West, Committee Room A. For more details, call
Amy Maurer at 416-661-6600, ext. 364.

Richmond Hill Naturalists meeting - Feb. 19 at 8 pm in the Richmond Hill
Presbyterian Church. Nick Eyles (author of TORONTO ROCKS) will be
speaking about the Oak Ridges Moraine. Call Margaret Cranmer-Byng at
905-737-9598 for more details. ~
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Holiday ideas

e Canadian Nature Federation/B.C. Naturalists joint annual general
meeting at Qualicum Beach, B.C. from May 13-16. For more details,
contact Ron and Beryl Speller at 250-752-8339;(fax)250-752-8377 •

• Federation of Ontario Naturalists annual conference from ~M~a~y~2~8~~t~0~M~a~y~3~0~,
hosted by the Kingston Field Naturalists. Includes speakers, workshops
and field trips. For more information call 613-389-6742.

••••."
• For winter outings in Algonquin Park including dogsledding, snowshoeing

and cross country skiing we can arrange trips most weekends in Feb.
and March along 'with week long outings. We can also help plan longer
trips such as to Costa Rica, Kenya or anywhere in Canada. For
further information, call the Urban Naturalist at 755-6030 and ask
for Morris.

•• ~l
• • I.. ••

e Natural History Travel with George Bryant includes Grand River Raptors
on Feb. 8, the Niagara River on March 16 as well as Berm~, the
Great Smokies and much more. Call 416-223-6922 or fax 416-223-7083 •

The Toronto Guild of Colour Photography - outings, workshops, etc.
meet at 8 pm every 1st and 3rd Wednesday from Sept. through April at
the North York Central Library auditorium, 5120 Yonge St. For more
information call 481-8349 or 905-881-5589.

Heritage Showcase at Scarborough Town 'Centre - Feb. 19'from 9:30 am to
9 pm, Feb. 20 from 9:30 am to 6 pm and Feb. 21 from 12 noon to 5 pm.
TFN needs volunteers to help with our display at the Centre. Call
968-6255 if you can possibly spend a few hours at our display. You will
be there with someone else so will be able to spend some time looking
at other displays. A fun and easy way to help TFN. To book your
shift (not more than 5 hours), call Andre Vietinghoff at 232-9241 .

-<11.-..
Mycological Society of Toronto meeting - Mon, Feb. 15 at 7:45 pm in the

auditorium of the Civic Garden Centre (Leslie & Lawrence) - a slide
show entitled "Fungi Demystified". Call HI-FUNGI for more details .

,
I •

Gem & Mineral Club of Scarborough general meeting - Feb. 2. For more details,
telephone 282-5319 or 282-0444.

Great Backyard Bird Count - see page 9 for details. [Feb. 19-22] a _.
•

Rouge Valley deer census - Sat. Feb. 27. Meet at Pe~e House at 9:30 am.
Call 905-703-6007 for more information.
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Winter sun playing
alchemist transmutes the lake.
Lead into silver.
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January, 1997"
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST ..
T..~

Published by the Toronto Field Naturalists, a charitable, non-profit organization, the aims of which are to stimulate
public interest in natural history and to encourage the preservation of our natural heritage. Issued monthly September to December
and February to May.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB: INDEX OF TFN NEWSLETTERS (1938 to present) $10.00
ITS HISTORY AND CONSTITUTION, 1965 $ 2.00

CHECKLIST OF PLANTS IN FOUR TORONTO PARKS;
WILKET CREEK, HIGH PARK, HUMBER VALLEY,
LAMBTON WOODS, 1972 $ 2.00

TORONTO THE GREEN, 1976
Metropolitan Toronto's important natural areas
are described and recommendations given for
their conservation and management;
includes maps, bibliography and index : : $ 8.00

•.. .,
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' RAVINE SURVEYS ea $ 4.00
Survey #1 - Chatsworth Ravine, 1973
Survey #2 - Brookbanks Ravine, 1974
Survey #3 - Chapman Valley Ravine, 1975
Survey #4 - Wigmore Ravine, 1975
Survey #5 - Park Drive Ravine, 1976
Survey #6 - Burke Ravine, 1976
Survey #7 - Taylor Creek·Woodbine Bridge

Ravines, 1977
Survey #8 - West Don Valley, 1978
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TORONTO REGION BIRD CHART. 1983 $ 4.00

A GRAPHIC GUIDE TO ONTARIO MOSSES, 1985 : $ 4.00

GUIDE TO TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS'
NATURE RESERVE, LEASKDALE, ONT., 1986 $ 4.00

TORONTO ISLANDS: PLANT COMMUNITIES AND
NOTEWORTHY SPECIES, 1987 $ 4.00

•
TODMORDEN MILLS, 1987 : : $ 4.00

VASCULAR PLANTS OF METROPOLITAN TORONTO, 1994 ...$ B.OO

TORONTO CHECKLISTS (birds, other vertebrates,
butterflies, other invertebrates, mosses, other plants) each 501t

NO G.S.T.

All publications may be ordered from Toronto Field Naturalists.
605·14 College St., Toronto, Ontario M5G 1K2. (Add $2.00 per item
for postage and handling) .

MEMBERSHIP FEES (No G.S.T.)
---$30 FAMILY (2 adults - same address. children included)

$25 SINGLE. SENIOR. FAMILY
$20 STUDENT. SENIOR. SINGLE
Tax receipts issued for donations 1 '''~

Membership fees and address changes should be sent to:
605·14 College St., Toronto. Ontario M5G IK2
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