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TFN MEETINGS
Sunday, April 4, 1999 - SUMMER AND FALL WILDFLOWERS OF TORONTO

at 2:30 pm
in the NorthropFrye Hall
VictoriaUniversity

73 Queen's Park Cres, East

an illustrated talk by Peter Money, a retired
geologist and TFN member.

- Since retiring the speaker has developed an
interest in identifying and photographing wild-
flowers and is attempting to make a comprehensive
photo record of the species currently found in
Toronto using standard or macro lenses. He will
tell us where and when to look for flowers in
bloom.

+ social hour beginning at 2 pm with free coffee
and juice

+ a selection of TFN publications will be offered
for sale before the meeting

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, May 2, 1999

NEXT NEWSLETTER: will be mailed in mid-April

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETIER

Requested: Essays (no longer than SOO words), reviews (no longer than 300 words),
poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings.

Subjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, especially reports of
personal experiences with wildlife.

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions can be
acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and date of each clipping.

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at least six weeks
before the month in which the event is to take place.

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists
605 - 14 College St.
Toronto, Ontario MSG lK2

April restlessness.
Pigeons swirl, trees green, birds sing.
Far places beckon.

haiku by Arthur Wade
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TFN OUTINGS
REMEMBER: Children and visitors are welcome on all outings but please, NO PETS!
To get to outings on time, check TIC routes and schedules by calling 393-46~6. .
Check the weather by calling 661-0123 so you will know what to wear on outmgs which
go rain or shine.

Sa turday
April 3
10:30 am

Sunday
April 4
2 pm

Wednesday
April 7
10:30 am

Saturday
A::prillO
11 am

Sunday
April 11
1:30 {lII

Wednesday
April 14
10:30 am

EDWARDSGARDENS- nature arts
Leader: David Andrew White
Meet at the entrance to the gardens on the south side of
Lawrence Ave. East, just west of Leslie St. Bring lunch.
Bring sketching materials or camera or just come and enjoy this lovely area.
Weusually compare "works" after lunch.

Wilket Cr., West Don

TFN MEETING (See page 2 for details.)
DAYLIGHT SAVING BEGINS! Have you set your clock forward?

ART ON THE WING - nature arts
Leader: Diana Banville
Meet at the northwest corner of St. George St. and Hoskin Ave.
Wewill be looking at a display of bird books at the ThooJasFisher Rare Book
library. (See page 29 of TFN480 for more details.)

Toronto

STAIRWAYSOF SWANSEA- interesting topography
Leader: Fred Turner
Meet on the east side of Jane St. north of Bloor St. West
(Jane subway station). Bring lunch.
This will be a long walk with many stairs to climb. See why the city
of Toronto needs ravine control by-laws.

Toronto

lAKEIR~OIS SlIEELINE - built & natural heritage
Leader: Peter Hare
Meet at the Toronto Archives on Spadina Rd. north of Dupont St.
This walk will begin with a talk at the Archives, then we will walk along
streets, looking at the topography and trees as well as buildings.

Toronto

TODMORDENMILLS - nature walk Don, East York
Leader: Merne Powers
Meet at the entrance to the historic site on the south side
of Pottery Rd., down the hill from the corner of Broadview
Ave. and Pottery Rd. (opposite Mortimer Ave.) Bring lunch.
This site is interesting for both its historic buildings and for its
na tural heritage. I>

Crumbs
left behind •••
the starlings f~ast.

Haiku by Giovanni Malito
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Sunday
April 18
2 pm

Wednesday
Ap r I L 21
10:30 am

Saturday
April 24
10 am

Sunday
April 25
2 pm

Tuesday
April 27
11 am

RIVERDALE RAVINES & GARDENS- nature walk Toronto
Leader: Dagmar Baur
Meet at the Chester subway station.
This is a joint outing with the North Toronto Green Coommity. Muchof the
walking will be on streets.

HIGH PARK - savanna trees & shrubs
Leader: Evon Turko
Meet at the entrance to High Park on the south side of Bloor
St. West opposite High Park Ave. Bring lunch.
Bring notebooks and pencils and perhaps your favourite field guide. This is
a good chance to leam about a habitat and its plants.

HIGH PARK - nature walk
Leaders: Morris Sorensen & Ron Allan
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. West
opposite High Park Ave. Bring lunch.
This walk is conmenorating the first walk TFNever had, in 1924. Comeand
celebrate the season and the anniversary.

LOST PARKLANDSOF PARKDALE/LIBERTY - heritage walk
Leader: Ian Wheal
Meet at the southeast corner of King St. West and Dufferin St.
This walk will be through streets but we will be looking for signs of lost
natural heritage.

Toronto

Toronto

Toronto

TAYLORCREEK - nature walk
Leader: Carol Miller
Meet at the southwest corner of Don Mills Rd. and Overlea Blvd.
Bring lunch.
This valley is deep here near the forks of the Don and contains nuch wild
habi tat. Bring binoculars and notebook and be prepared for early spring
flowers and migrating birds. 0

Don tributary, East York

GROUND IVY has many English names,
the most commonly heard in Toronto
being "Creeping Charlie" and
"Gi11-o'er-the-ground" (with a "J").
A Eurasian plant of the Mint Family,
it has long been established in Toronto.
We often see its leaves still green in
winter.

Drawing by D. Andrew White - from a
lawn specimen in Scarborough.



PRESIDENT'S REPORT-TFN_48_3 -_5

As I write this report in early March, I have just returned from a week at
Thanet Lake near Coe Hill, south of Bancroft. I had planned on doing a
lot of snowshoeing but a coating of ice over the snow made the use of
snowshoes redundant and temperatures as low as minus 24°C early in the
week didn't help any. It warmed up later in the week and I did manage one
good snowshoe excursion in the somewhat softer snow.
Interesting nature observations included a playful looking river otter
on its way down to the water near Glen Alda, a common raven in the town
of Bancroft, and a seemingly well-fed ruffed grouse seen often on the side
of the road near Coe Hill. Chipmunks were chasing each other around in the
snow and red and grey squirrels (mostly the black or melanistic phase of
the latter) seemed to be everywhere. On the clear cold nights early in
the week we had good views of the conjunction of Venus and Jupiter.
Now for a few updates on environmental concerns I'd mentioned earlier.
The by-law placing restrictions on cat owners,such as not allowing them to
let their cats roam freely was passed by City Council. Thanks to all TFN
members who phoned or wrote about this. Now if they can only manage to
enforce it!
At numerous environmental meeting~including one I recently attended on the
Don, the subject of unleashed dogs continues to come up. These dogs not
only are a safety concern for humans but they cause widespread environmental
damage by trampling vegetation in sensitive areas and chasing wildlife.
Among the greatest culprits are some so-called professional dog walkers who
let their charges run and seem unable to control them.
Updating the "Lands for Life" issue, it seems that your letters to John
Snobelen have had some impact and that probably 12% of the crown lands
in the affected region of Central and Northern Ontario will be set aside
for parks and wilderness. This is considerably less than the 18-20%
demanded by most environmentalists but is certainly better than the near
status quo which Snobelen originally seemed to favour. The next question
is what public lands will be set aside. One hopes that the general public
will again have a chance to participate in the decision-making process.
A matter I have not mentioned until now is the spring bear hunt. It seems
that Mike Harris is determined to ban it. I have to side with the Premier
on this one. The spring bear hunt involves shooting bears~which have been
baited in with stinking garbage~from a position on a platform overhead.
Media reports indicate that Northern Ontario is up in arms over this matter
and vested influences such as some camp operators and outfitters probably
are. The truth is that many northeners, including some hunters~are very
appalled by the non-sporting form of killing bears.
Similarly the press would have us believe that most northeners want to see
Toronto's garbage go to a proposed landfill site at the abandoned Adams
Mine near Kirkland Lake. I once lived in Kirkland Lake. Believe me, most
people there do not want it. Again vested interests, including the Ontario
Northland Railway who stand to make megabucks by hauling it up there, are
the ones pressuring Mike Harris to go ahead with it. Note that the ONR's
corporate headquarters are in the Premier's home town of North Bay.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT (cont'd)

Well, I could go on with this but I'd better calm down before my blood
pressure goes through the roof! Hopefully I'll see many of you at our
special 75th anniversary commemorative outing on April 24th at High Park!

President's Field Notes #14, April 1999
Some of you~ reading my recent comments about unleashed cats and dogs, may
think I don't like domestic pets. Nothing could be further from the truth.
I enjoy cats and absolutely adore most dogs! My problem is not with the
cats and dogs but with their owners who do not take proper care of them
or responsibility for their actions.
I received a dog for my 9th birthday and kept her for 16 years. She was
part of my family and it was a sad day for me'when she died. Now when I
watch wild canines, including wolves. coyotes and to a lesser extent foxes.
I see many of the same behavioural patterns which I first noted in my
dog including displays of affection, agression, submission, marking of
territories etc. I'm sure cat owners would make similar observations
watching their pet's wild relatives, even if they can only do so by
visiting the zoo or watching nature documentaries. Why not keep a journal
with notes of your pet's behaviour and try to relate it to observations
you make in the wild.

Morris Sorensen

NARROW-LEAVED CATTAIL •••
In this drawing at
Cassels Garden,
August 1, 1998,
D. Andrew White shows
the male' flower-spike as
distant on the stem
from the thicker female
spike - which is
typical of this species.

The broad-leaved species
carries the male spike
right above the female spike,
usually with no stem showing
between the two.

(Both are native to Toronto
as to many other parts of
the world.)

o
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KEEPING IN TOUCH
January, 1999
A new boardwalk has been built on the Heritage Trail in David Balfour
Park and the gate to Mount Pleasant is usually open. It is a great
walk from my home on Merton. I go south through the cemetery to
David Balfour, then across to Park Drive ravine and back around up
Moore Park ravine.

R 0 g e r: Pow l e y

22 January 1999

Today, at about 11 a.m., two male robins appeared on the snow-free, unfrozen lawn
near my ground-floor balcony. They acted as if it were already spring, standing with
their heads cocked, as if listening, occasionally lurching several inches sideways and
ramming their beaks into the ground is if they were hunting insects or worms. This is
near Steeles and Bathurst. It was warm, approximately 5°C, and drizzling rain. I don't
recall seeing robins out of season on my lawn before. At 4:15 p.m., one robin
appeared and hunted. It ignored a lump of bread a starling was eating and didn't touch
it even when the starling left.

Sandy Cappell

Editors note: American robins both breed and winter in Toronto (not necessarily the
same populations). An extraordinarily mild winter such as 1998-99 could lure
them onto lawns. "Bread" was not listed among the foods mentioned by the
many sources in our TFN American Robin file, the closest being "corn
biscuits"; in the same list "cooked spaghetti" was mentioned.

D. B.

9 February 1999

On page 17 is a true story that happened 25 years ago. As the story suggests, a TFN
outing most likely launched my daughter's career. I know there were many other
factors along the way that influenced her but I am reasonably sure the trip leader
described here was an important first step. This illustrates how important simple acts
of courtesy and enthusiasm can impact the life of a young person.

Jerry Hodge e-
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd)

Feb. 19, 1999
This is in support and confirmation of your remarks re "timing" of
return of male red-winged blackbirds (from my diary for Feb. 28, 1998):
"Hordes of red-winged blackbirds on Ward's Island beach (Le. south shore)".
As always, my wife and I appreciate very much the TFN newsletter.

Jim Clare

TRUMPETER SWAN, subject bf,ja widespread
reintroduction program in North America, is often
seen in Toronto. Its plain black bill distinguishes if from the
of Eurasia, introduced here, with its colourful knobbed bill.

MUTE SWAN

Gardening tutors us in nature's ways, fostering an ethic of respect
for the land. Gardens instruct us in the particularities of place.
Gardens also teach the necessary, if still rather un-American, lesson
that nature and culture can be reconciled, that it is possible to find
some middle ground between the wilderness and the lawn -- a third way
into the landscape.
from "Beyond Wildernessand Lawn" by MichaelPollanin HARVARD DESIGN MAGAZINE,Winter/

Spring 1998
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PROJECTS
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITY!

North-east from the comer of Victoria Park Ave. and Gerrard St. E. is a large, open area
known as the Runnymede Lands. There's a small mall right at the comer and a couple of
businesses along Gerrard, but for the most part, the land is open with a slow invasion of sumac
and Manitoba maple underway. At the east end, along Gerrard, is a large hole known locally as
The Quarry. It's filled with a little water, cattails and phragmites, and, in the spring and early
summer, thousands of nesting red-winged blackbirds. The rest has been the home of a huge variety
of herbaceous plants, mice, voles, the occasional hunting fox or kestrel and lots of dog walkers and
dogs.

All true until The Great Snowfall of '99. This is one of the areas in which it was decided to
dump snow. Tons of snow seasoned with road salt. And on top of it tons of earth, probably to
slow the melting process to prevent flooding.

The legal status is what might be termed anomalous, in other words, who knows? The city
owns pieces and much is, or was, privately owned. A portion was zoned for high density
development. A part was used for waste disposal at one time and there's a possibility of methane
leakage. When a trench was being dug through another section, it was found that there were
contaminants in the soil. There was extensive local effort to demand an environmental assessment.
Currently the Province wants the city to take responsibility, and there's an indefinite hold on
everything except: the city may have leased the western portion for use as a golf driving range.

If any of the alleged toxic substances are water soluble, they're on their way down into the
water table now. Since no one around uses wells any more, the danger, to whatever degree there is
one, is that the substances will eventually end up in Lake Ontario.

The research opportunity results from the fact that after all the snow has melted, there will
be three, four or more feet of soil covering all plant ant animal life which was there last fall. Any
seeds that exist will either have come in with the soil, or be wind blown, bird overflys are negligible
so far. This would seem to be an excellent opportunity for someone who has the time, training and
inclination to do studies in recolonization of both plants and animals: which are first; which are
successful, which survive and which don't, and so on. .

We don't have much more information than this, but anyone interested should feel free to

[> call. We live across the road and are available to help on a limited basis.
Call Murray or Carol Seymour (416) 699-1421

[>

Comment: The site described above is the Gerrard St. prairie, a remnant
prairie and oak woodland habitat with some similarity to High
Park. Do you think this is an appropriate place to dump snow or
propose development? If not, please contact Mayor Mel Lastman
and your City Councillor at Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen St. West,
Toronto, Onto M5H 2N2. GavinMiller
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CLEAN AIR HIKING

Do you like to hike? Your ideas and opinions would be of great use
to The Lung Association. If you have a few minutes to spare, please

~ call Sue or Lori at 922-9440 to participate, at your convenience, in
an over-the-phone focus group on hiking. Your thoughts will help
The Lung Association plan their Hike for Clean Air which takes place
Sunday October 3, 1999. Volunteers are also needed for this event.

JUNEBERRIES or SERVICEBERRIES
are common in Toronto. Low and tall
species are native here, though
difficult to dintinguish from each
other. Elsewhere called "saskatoonberry"
or "shadbush".

Drawing by D. Andrew White
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HELP SAVE THE OAK RIDGES MORAINE!
A provincial election is coming up, and it is time to write letters
recommending that the Oak Ridges Moraine be protected. Interested persons
should state in their letter:
1) that the Oak Ridges Moraine Strategy composed a few years ago be

implemented, placing the moraine under provincial protection;
2) the moraine between Highways 400 and 404 should be protected from any

more urban development or aggregate extraction;
3) a corridor at least 1 km wide of protected land should span Yonge St.

between the Town of Oak Ridges to the north and Richmond Hill proper
to the south forming a natural linkage between the east and the west.
Land should be purchased for this critical piece of natural heritage
if necessary. A similar corridor should exist between Oak Ridges and
Aurora.

4) All provincial and regional Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest
(ANSIs) should be protected from development, including inappropriate
recreational use, with adequate buffers.

Letters should be addressed to:
Premier Mike Harris, Queen's Park, Toronto, Onto M7A lAl

with copies to:
John Snobelen, Minister of Natural Resources at Queen's Park

& Al Leach, Minister of Municipal Affairs, Queen's Park
as well as to:

Dalton McGinty, Leader of the Offical Opposition, Queen's Park
& Howard Hampton, Leader of the NDP at Queen's Park.

Gavin Miller o
Bom~yx or Northern Pine Sphi~x
Our native Toronto white pine
i~ bne of its food plants.
(See adult moth in Golden Guide:
BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS.)

~

~ .:i'--:=:S00=~,
-.

drawing .by D. Andrew White.

People often act like weeds. Weeds, which are reaUy only plants out
of place, colonize a disturbed habitat, taking it over. We are a
pioneer-type species similar to weeds, only we create our own habitat
disturbance. We move into new areas and rearrange them to fit our
needs. This, of course, disturbs what is already there. Other
adaptable species, such as raccoons and cats and dandelions, like what
we do. Species that need particular habitats do not like what we do,
and the endangered species list is filled with "non-weedy" species.
Our market economy reinforces our weedy tendencies, as businesses
look for new opportunties and new areas for growth.
extractedfrom an "Editorial- A Messagefrom Our New President"by Jim Molnar in

a:NE (Coalitionon the NiagaraEscarpmentnewsletter),#50, Sumner 1998
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Lake Ontario Mid-winter Waterfowl Inventory
10 January 1999

Toronto Area (Whitby to Oakville)
Route 1: Whitby to Rouge River
Route 2: Rouge River to Coatsworth Cut
Route 3: Eastern Headland to Cherry St.
Route 4: Toronto Islands
Route 5: Parliament St. to Humber River
Route 6: Humber River to Watersedge Park
Route 7: Watersedge Park to Bronte

Conditions: The morning was cold (-10 to -15°C), calm and sunny, while the
afternoon was cold and overcast with strong winds from the SW. Visibility was
generally good in the morning but poor in the afternoon. Virtually all bays, channels
and inner harbours were frozen over.

Remarks: This is the 53rd 'Duck Count' for the Toronto Ornithological Club. This
year we counted our one millionth bird. Low numbers were observed for only a few
species (e.g. no Wood Ducks!); generally numbers reported were average to above-
average (compared with the last eight years). For the entire census area (Kingston to
Niagara-on-the-Lake), a record 282,489 waterfowl were found of 35 species. This is
the highest number of waterfowl ever recorded on the MWWI; the previous high was
180,571 in 1998. Record numbers for Mallard, Greater Scaup, Oldsquaw, White-
winged Scoter, and Common Goldeneye contributed to this record count. Kingston had
the highest concentration of waterfowl, including 105,614 Oldsquaw! They also had
large flocks of Canada Geese, Mallard, Greater Scaup, and White-winged Scoter.
Hamilton also had above-average numbers, including large flocks of Greater Scaup,
Oldsquaw, and Common Goldeneye.

In the Toronto area, 37,564 waterfowl from 25 species were seen. These values are
just below the average numbers for the past 8 years (38,903 birds and 26 species).
Record high numbers were seen for Mute Swan, Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Hooded
Merganser and American Coot. Low numbers were recorded for Canada Goose (only
11,231!), Wood Duck (O!), Oldsquaw,<Wd'White-winged Scoter (O!). Rarities included
the first-ever MWWI Toronto record for Great Cormorant at Port Credit Harbour, 5
Northern Pintail, 17 Canvasback, 12 Ring-necked Duck, 1 Harlequin Duck, 1 Black
Scoter, 35 (!!) Hooded Merganser, I Ruddy Duck, and 17 American Coot.

Outside of the Toronto area, there were some excellent sightings.
Niagara had 17 Double-crested Cormorant, and 2 Black Scoter.
Hamilton had 28 species including 2 Pied-billed Grebe, 3 Double-crested Cormorant,
4 swan species (including an 'uncountable' Whooper), 3 Green-winged Teal, 16 Surf
Scoter, 23 Ruddy Duck and an immature Bald Eagle. t>



WINTER WATERFOWL INVENTORY (cont'd)

Durham had a female King Eider on Thickson's Bay.
Kingston had 28 species including 2 Common Loon, 10 Horned Grebe, 21 Tundra
Swan, 2 Snow Goose, 1 King Eider, all 3 scoter species, and 31 Bald Eagles.

Thanks to all the clubs and individuals who participated. Next year's count will take
place on Jan. 9, 2000.

Compiler: Bill Edmunds

BIRO'S-FOOT TREFOIL, a deep-yellow
Eurasian legume, is established

as part of our Toronto Flora.

Drawing by
O. Andrew White,
Toronto Island
August 13, 1998.

o
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A RING OF RAT TRAPS

Cruther's woodsfis one of my favourite places.

It was in Cruther's woods that I really began to appreciate how much fun observing birds can
be. I've written about the kingfishers and kingbirds, the wood ducks, kestrels and red-tailed
hawks (I know where a nest isl). I remember one time following a fun little threesome. A
pair of peewees and a lone yellow-rumped warbler. The little yellow-rumped somehow got
separated from the flock of hundreds which 'was passing through the ravine. Hewas
fascinated by how the peewees were snapping insects right out of the air. He tried and tried
but just couldn't get it - and he sure wasn't being helped by the peewees. They found him a
real pest and tried to sneak off each time he was making a fool of himself trying to do
peewee tricks.

It was in Cruther's woods, on one of the first TFN walks that I ever attended, that I learned
so much about the flora of the Southern Ontario woodland and meadows - right in the
middle of a city!

Up top (on a section of the old Lake Iroquois shoreline) there used to be the Cruther's plant
where they made heavy construction equipment. That area turned into a meadow after years
of being strewn with all sorts of junk and old equipment. I didn't see this firsthand, but I was
told (by an old Leaside kid) that Leaside kids had a game of tag that they used to play on the
site after it had shut down. The basic premise was "tag" but the added wrinkle was, your feet
could not touch the ground. Kids would scramble between heaps of rubble and old equipment
to avoid being tagged, but here was the trick - to get from one pile of junk to the next, you
could carry pieces of cardboard. These you could shuffle along over the ground and step on
them until you reached the next haven of safety. Ingenious.

It is Cruther's woods that has become one of the top mountain bike proving grounds. The
slopes make it irresistible for mountain bike people to prove whatever they are trying to
prove. There is one precipice they go over that I swear is just about vertical - and it's not a
small drop, a fall from that height could be fatal. Barriers have helped but the main trails
keep getting wider and wider and more compacted.

But the bikers are just one problem. The meadow up top has now been paved over to provide
a parking lot for the Loblaws Super Centre. I've flown over the site and only from that
vantage point can you see how large the paved lot is in relation to the area as a whole. All of
the water which used to percolate into the slopes of the woods has now effectively been cut
off. Not much hope of long term regeneration of the woods. Try to get out and see this spot,
it's worth it - did I tell you I know where a red-tailed hawk's nest is.

Oh yes, by the way, the proposed Leslie Street extension would certainly spell death to
anything which is left - and I think we can all see that coming.

* NOTE:Read Cruther's woods as Crother's Woods.
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A quick story about beating one's head against a wall before I leave. After Loblaws opened, I
started doing my shopping there. I was appalled one day to see the parking lot ringed with
rat traps. I had a look and found them to be poison bait traps, some of which were broken
with the bait exposed. Did anyone know - or care - what they were doing to the fauna of
the wooded slopes and right to the top of the food chain, my red-tailed hawks. I wrote a
polite letter about my concern and sent it to the store, Loblaws headquarters, etc. - you
know, the first thump of head against brick wall. I was sent back a response assuring me (in
that chuckle-under-your-breath tone) that the poison was safe. This was supported with quotes
from biologists claiming it would do only minimal damage to anything. Etc.,Etc., and not to
worry. (This letter of course was probably drafted by the rent-a-ratkiller people). Other
people began getting involved at this point forming a collective head banging coalition but the
manager was firm, the traps were staying. I think that he thought that it was reassuring to his
customers that the store was somehow being protected (??? maybe). I then had an idea. I had
seen the manager, a very personable man and very attentive to the wishes of his shoppers.
But he definitely seemed to be the "brick wall to environmentalist's head" type - maybe
there could be an issue of public safety raised here - rats and all.

I must explain that the conclusion of the story is a bit subjective as a lot was going on and
I'm not sure what actually happened BUT, I wrote another letter. In this letter I first praised
the store then, with true concern, raised the issue that I was afraid for young children's safety
in the parking lot. There were hundreds of rat traps, how many rats must there be? AND if
there were so many traps outside, what type of rat problem must they have INSIDE? I then
firmly stated that I would be doing my shopping at the Lakeshore store until the rat problem
at the Leaside store was cleared up - no mention of a single solitary environmental issue
whatsoever. Three days later the traps were gone and have not appeared since. THUMP -
ever have a brick wall jump out and hit you?

Ken Cook

DEE R M 0 USE ,
Tor 0 n ton a t i v e • • • •

d raw i n g b Y
Anne E. Leon

March 30, 1998

Partly because we are close to a ravine, and partly because
we cannot find the entry hole or holes, we are hosts to mice
in our home. I caught 28 in the winter of 1996-97 and released
the m ami 1 e a way, i nth era v i n e • T his yea r I c a u gli ton 1 y 5 eve n •
T his 0 new as ins hoc k and die d soon aft e r I f 0 u n d it. A-o,t:,c:,;,
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THE LAND SNAIL

It was an ordinary mid-summer weekend morning. We had met about ten
o'clock at York Mills Rd. just east of the Don Valley Parkway for a walk down
the long hill toward the Don River through a series of parks and trails.

I had taken my seven-year-old daughter, Kathie, with me. We had moved
recently into the area and I wanted to share with her my love of the out-of-doors
and introduce her to others with similar feelings. I wanted her to become
comfortable in her new surroundings and continue to foster her budding interest
in natural things, especially things small.

The leader was a young man in his late 20's, lanky and fair-haired, dressed rather
flamboyantly in out-of-doors gear. He had a great smile, an easy manner and he
knew his stuff. We were soon very comfortable in his care.

As we walked south I vividly remember the light slanting into the glades of lacy
evergreens. A slight damp was rising from yesterday's rain which gave the
woods a dreamy quality, alternating mist and shafts of sunlight We moved
quietly on the soft paths stopping here and there to mention some interesting
shrub or tree with the children scurrying around the group like wood elves.
Kathie had been walking alongside me but as we relaxed and she felt more
comfortable she moved away and began her own explorations.

Kathie already had a reputation for the small. She had a keen eye and picked the
smallest shells on the beach to keep or the littlest bug to examine. Her rather
large shell collection was in a little matchbox on her dresser.

She soon came back to me with a land snail carefully balanced on the palm of her
hand. She held her hand up to me in that classic childhood pose, hand on hip,
head back and the palm thrust up as high as she could reach. I told her it was a
snail and suggested she ask our guide for a more precise answer.

He could have handled her question in a thousand different ways. But what
happened in that heartbeat of time was amazing. She went up to him and waited
until he had finished one of his descriptions and then held the shell up to him.
He took it with a smile and looked at it carefully while we all waited.

He bent down on one knee and said to her, "This is very interesting; it's a land
snail and we don't know very much about them. It would be great if someone
did a study of them so we could all find out more." He then congratulated her
for her sharp eyes and stood up. He repeated his statements to the group,
returned the shell to her with a smile and carried on. My daughter's eyes were

C>
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glowing when she carne over to me with her treasure. I knew something
magical had happened but at the time I wasn't quite sure what it was.

I was speaking to Kathie yesterday. She is doing her post-doctoral work in
Oregon on a family of fungi that invade the insect pests of food crops. Most of
her research involves the classification and relationships among the species in
that family. She begins her duties at Cornell University as a professor of
Mycology this July exactly twenty-five years to the month after that walk.
Sometimes you can tell exactly when something wonderful began. Of, course,
without the TFN and that remarkable teacher, who knows what might have
happened.

Jerry Hodge

Toronto Native ••••
SPOTTED TOUCH-ME-NOT

or
JEWELWEED

(BALSAM FAMILy)

Drawing by

D. Andrew White

Guildwood Inn,
August 3, 1998

'l>.A.u.

Robin perched on a
garden spade, cheerily thanks
this high-tech digger.

haiku by Harold Taylor
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FERAL PIGEONS

The Kansas School Naturalist is a small booklet (16 pages) published twice a year by
Emporia State University and available on request. In-stock issues are free (although
they appreciate donations) and photocopies of old issues cost a dollar. In 1997 they
published booklets on dragonflies and damselflies. In 1998 the booklets were on
prairie chicken management and feral pigeons. Although the material specifically
refers to findings in Kansas, much of it is also relevant to Canada. All issues I've seen
make good use of colour photographs.

The latest issue (Vol. 45, no. 2, December 1998) told me more than I thought I
wanted to know about feral pigeons, bane of my bird feeding efforts. Even pigeons
can be interesting when you look into their lives more closely. The source for the
publication is a book, Feral Pigeons, by R. F. Johnston and M. Juniga, Oxford
University Press, New York, 1995. The following are some of the points covered in
the KSN publication.

- Feral pigeons are considered to have descended from the wild rock doves which
were domesticated more than 5000 years ago. The first feral colonies in North
America developed only about 400 years ago, after European settlers brought domestic
pigeons with them to Nova Scotia in 1606.

- Feral pigeons have many more plumage colours and patterns than wild rock doves
and many fewer than domestic pigeons. Wild rock doves have only one plumage: dark
head and neck and pale grey back and wing coverts with two black bars across the
coverts. While feral pigeons can also have this plumage (called blue-bar), most have
one of several darker plumages with different patterns of pale markings or have ash-
red plumages with the same pale markings. Domestic pigeons can be bred to many
plumages but if they go feral, they are easily singled out by predators. The result is
that about 95% of the birds in a feral group will sport feral plumage.

- Different feral plumages have distinct advantages, depending on environmental
conditions. Blue-bars and melanics (dark plumages) actually differ from each other on
such reproductive characteristics as amount of sperm, time between clutches, egg size,
growth rate and parental care. Blue-bars are much more common in suburban or rural
environments, melanics in cities.

- Pigeons mate for life and apart from taking a few months off during the winter,
reproduce almost continuously. They lay 2 eggs, incubate, and start a new clutch
within a few days of the first eggs hatching. They feed the first young for a few
weeks, by which time the second clutch will be almost ready to hatch and it will be
time to lay some more eggs and on it goes.

- In birds the chance that the first egg will be male is about 50%, but for some still
unknown reason the first pigeon egg is male 70% of the time. This gives the male

c-
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FERAL PIGEONS (~ont'd)

squab a tremendous advantage if food is scarce since males are larger at hatching and
the first squab is larger that the second, due to being a day older. Since pigeons are
monogamous, there would seem to be no need for extra males. But perhaps the males
wear out faster from all that reproduction or are more frequently picked off by
predators. It remains to be studied.

This booklet gave me a new appreciation for feral pigeons and their strategies for
success. You can request a copy by writing to: The Kansas School Naturalist, Box
4050, Emporia State University, 1200 Commercial Street, Emporia, KS 66801-5087 or
you can download the text from http://www.emporia.eduls/www.bioscilksnlpublic.htm

f>
Carol Sellers

THE P RAY I N G MAN TIS
IN THE DRAWING BY Eva Davis
was found in the
Rouge Valley. Two species,
the European and Chinese
mantids, are now
established in Toronto.

Their feeding habits are described
in RODALE'S COLOR HANDBOOK OF
GARDEN INSECTS, by Anna Carr:
"Nymphs and adults feed on aphids,
beetles, bugs, leafhoppers,
flies, bees and wasps, caterpillars,
butt~rflies, and each other."

Fog bound red-tailed hawk
Sits on fence post with head bowed
this April morning.

haiku by Helen Juhola

u

http://www.emporia.eduls/www.bioscilksnlpublic.htm


TFN 483 - 21

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY

Many kinds of fruit trees grow in Mount Pleasant Cemetery. One, rare in
Canada, is the common persimmon (Diospyros virginiana). The fruit sold
commercially is the Chinese persimmon (Diospyros kaki). Unripe fruit can
really make you pucker.
The persimmon was one of the earliest fruits to be cultivatedln central
China. It is a true berry. The group includes grapes and tomatoes.
(Strawberries and raspberries are not really berries, but aggregate fruit.)
Diospyros is a member of the ebony family and its wood is almost black,
hard and heavy. Sapwood is much paler.
The etymology of scientific names always interests me, but some leave me
completely baffled. The name Diospyros means "Zeus's wheat". Why and
where they came up with this I have no idea.
A persimmon tree can be found in Secti.on 28. It is a young tree about 10
feet tall and has a label.

Roger Powley

WHITE or AMERICAN ELM. "Few large
trees have survived Dutch elm disease,
but saplings large enough to produce
seeds are abundant ••• Some individual
trees are less susceptible to Dutch
elm disease than others.":
TREES IN CANADA by J. L. Farrar, 1995.

(Samaras are distinctive
with their hairs

confined to the
wing-edges.)
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PARKS, DOGS AND WILDLIFE

Naturalists, in order to experience and enjoy nature, often spend substantial amounts of
time in natural areas, where their safety may be jeopardized by dogs running off leash.
Similarly, wildlife in these areas is also vulnerable to roaming dogs. Naturalists, as
well as other citizens, should be able to enjoy visits to all parks, including
Environmentally Significant Areas (ESAs), without fear of free-running dogs. Of even
greater concern for the conservation cause is what dogs are actually doing while
running off leash in ESAs. Dogs are born with an instinct to hunt and when allowed
loose in such places, they are busily following scents and tracking any wildlife they
can locate. If they find something, they then experience the excitement and joy of a
chase. Squirrels, chipmunks, mice, voles, rabbits, groundhogs, raccoons, foxes and
deer are all fair game for harassment by dogs. Snakes, frogs, grouse and other ground-
nesting birds are also potential targets. One has to wonder how many' animals and birds
have had nests or young destroyed by dogs or have themselves been injured, killed or
pursued to exhaustion. Even if there isn't mortality or physical injury, the harassment
and associated disruption of daily activities caused by roaming dogs presumably
stresses wild creatures in ways that reduce survival. Put simply, the greater the number
of dogs running loose in a natural area, the greater the negative impact on resident
wildlife. If ESAs are to remain significant habitats for wildlife over the long term,
strong commitment will be needed. Managers, enforcement officials and the public
must work together to ensure that the quality of these sites as natural habitat is not
allowed to be diminished through wildlife harassment by off-leash dogs or from other
types of inappropriate activities.

extracted from an article by Winifred Wake in THE CARDINAL (The McIlwraith Field Naturalists of
London), no. 174, February 1999 0
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IN THE NEWS
THE GREAT LAKES' LATEST ENEMY
Lake Ontario has become infested with waterfleas from Eastern Europe --
the latest in a long list of potentially destructive creatures to invade
the Great Lakes. The population of waterfleas, found throughout Lake
Ontario, is likely to explode when the waters warm. The waterfleas were
likely carried to Lake Ontario on a ship from Europe in 1997. They are
so small, they are almost impossible to see. They tear open other plankton
and suck out their contents. The waterfleas have long skinny tails with
hooks on the ends, making them a pest to fishe~. Their tails get tangled
round fishing nets and lines like clumps of wet fibreglass. Scientists
say there were, on average, 170 waterfleas in every cubic metre of Lake
Ontario by the end of last summer.
extracted from an articleby MargaretMunro in NATIOOALposr, Jan. 5, 1999

'vrCIOOS'SQUIRREL ATTACKS CHILDREN
A family thought it was helping last spring by raising a baby squirrel at
home, hand-feeding it cauliflower. But after letting it loose last fall
the black squirrel didn't have the skills to live in the wild and quickly
became desperate to find food. It was put down by the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) after it terrorized a school
playground, biting a child. SPCA officials said the case underlines the
damage people can do by hand-feeding squirrels. The squirrel posed a
threat because it bit a child and drew blood. The child is receiving
rabies shots as a precaution.
extrac ted from an article in the TORONIDsrAR, Jan. 23, 1999

CLEANING NESTS NOT RECOMMENDED
What no one realized until recently is that cleaning nests may endanger
baby birds. It will get rid of cocoon-like "casings" in which a highly
specialized kind of blowfly spends its pupal stage. In their larval
stage before they become pupa, these blowflies are parasitic maggots that
suck the blood of bluebirds. Christopher Darling of the Royal Ontario
Museum discovered that throwing out the casings also means throwing out
the enemies of the blowflies -- tiny parasitic wasps called jewel wasps.
The wasps kill blowflies by drilling holes in the pupal casing and laying
eggs. When the eggs hatch, they feed on the hlowfly pupa. Larvae spend
the winter in the blowfly pupal casings, and in the spring resume their
development and emerge as adult jewel wasps. Clean the nests of blowfly
casings and, come springtime, there will be no jewel wasps immediately on
hand to kill the next generation of blowflies.
extractedfrom ''Twogreat talesabout biodiversity"by CameronSmith in the TORCNI'O STARt
May 2, 1998 I:>
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd)

GRANTS TO CLEAN UP STREAMS
Grants of up to $10,000 are being offered to rural landowners by the
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority to help improve stream water
on their properties. Types of projects include septic systems repairs,
restricting livestock access to streams and farm manure management.
Money is also available for planting trees and erosion control. A water
quality specialist for the authority said ecological degradation of
rural streams in the Greater Toronto Area is a significant concern.
from an article in the 'I'CRONI'OSTAR, Oct. 14, 1998

CHEMICAL SPILL DELIBERATE?
The Ministry of the Environment and city works department are unable to
say how much of a black, gel-like substance flowed through a storm water
pipe in the Morningside tributary of the Rouge River on Sept. 16, 1998.
Environmentalists with Friends of the Rouge Watershed spotted the flow
while tending to recently planted trees. They were also establishing
sparrow hawk nesting boxes in the area around the open concrete pipes
as part of their environmental rehabilitation work in the area. A city
works crew sent booms to the area located behind Fleming Public School
in the Morningside and Morningview area to collect the substance but
they could not see or smell any traces of what had been noticed earlier.
It's illegal to dump anything into catch basins which are designed only
to collect rainwater and snowmelt which flow untreated through the rivers
and streams to Lake Ontario. But it's not uncommon for people to drain
used motor oil or other vehicle fluids into catch basins which are
commonly found on roadways. Such substances should be taken to depots
such as Scarborough's recycling site at Midland and Ellesmere which
accepts along with cardboard and other recyclables, used motor oil, old
batteries and other materials.
extractedfrom an articleby Kim Goodman in the SCARBOROOGHMlRRCR, Sept. 16, 1998

TORIES FUND EROSION PROJECT
A $3.7 million erosion control project at the Scarborough Bluffs is
designed to reduce the risk of erosion by stabilizing 1.2 km of shoreline
at the base of the bluffs, to provide public access, and to provide
extensive aquatic and terrestrial habitat enhancements. The Sylvan sector
extends westerly along the Lake Ontario shoreline from the foot of Rogate
Place to Sylvan Park. So far about $1.9 million has been spent. Over
the last 25 years, a total of 28 houses were bought or demolished by
the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority as a result of erosion on
the 15 kilometres of Scarborough Bluffs extending from Victoria Park to
Highland Creek.
extractedfrom an article in the SC'ARBffiOOGHMIRRCR,Sept. 12-13,1998
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SWANS'EGGS COOKED [IN HIGH PARK]
Egg oiling is done using liquid which creates a hard outer crust on the
egg that cuts off oxygen to the embryo and suffocates it. An oiling
campaign was carried out last spring, targeting Canada goose eggs. The
oiling program was carried out by the Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority, as part of a wide-scale onslaught by municipal governments to
control burgeoning goose populations. According to the Conservation
Authority, the oiling program also included the eggs of mute swans. The
reason for that is they are not a native swan. Their numbers were out of
hand. The Authority was instructed by the Canadian Wildlife Service to
do the swans as well as the geese. Mute swans are an Eurasian native,
imported as an ornamental, domestic bird. They are called mute because
they have no call, unlike Ontario's native Trumpeter swan, which has a
loud, raucous voice.
extractedfrom an article in the HIGH PARK ~ARTERLY, Vol. 5, iF 3, Fall 1998

TRUMPETER SWANS BRED FAMILY IN ALBERTA PARK, SCIENTISTS SAY
For the first time in more than 100 years, a family of trumpeter swans
has been successfully hatched and raised in Elk Island National Park
about 20 kilometres east of Edmonton. The trumpeter swan is the largest
waterfowl in North America and one of the most spectacular. It weighs
about 12 kilograms and has a wingspan of about 2.3 metres. The trumpeter
was named for its voice, which som~ similar to a French horn. Cygnets
are highly vulnerable to predators and accident during five weeks of
incubation and the three months it takes before they can fly. Once old
enough to fly, the young swans face an approximate 50-per-cent mortality
rate in the first few years of life. Adults can live for 20 years or
longer. The record is 32 years for a captive bird.
extractedfrom an article in the Globe & Mail, Oct. 24, 1998

Independent evaluations show that Roundup and other glyphosphate-
containing herbicides are both environmentally hazardous and toxic
to humans. Roundup is one of the worst offenders among herbicides
in damage resulting from drift during application. Some wildflower
species are killed at distances of 100 metres. Roundup is toxic to
insects. Glyphosphate is acutely toxic to fish ••••Minute
concentrations of certain chemicals are sometimes more toxic than
large quantities. Tests with three concentrations of glyphosphate
on a snail species found that the most significant effects were at
the lowest concentration tested. The theory is that lower
concentrations are more readily absorbed and assimilated.
from ''Roundingup the Facts"by SydneyPenner in ALIVE, iF 175
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LOCAL TREE POPULATION HEALTHY, BUT AGING
Toronto's urban forests, consisting of millions of trees along the streets
and backyards and parks of the city, are making the municipality healthier
and more beautiful, according to the group called Local Enhancement and
Appreciation of Forests (LEAF). According to LEAF, steps that can be taken
to improve the urban forest include taking care of existing trees. That
can be accomplished with water, mulch and monitoring the health of newly-
planted trees. In addition, people should avoid using chemicals to treat
their trees, gardens or lawns. Planting new trees can help as well.
LEAF noted the City plants trees on municipal propertY'in front of homes.
In addition, LEAF has a backyard tree project, in which a young native
tree can be 'planted at a subsidized cost. More than 2,000 such trees have
been planted since the fall of 1996. For more information about LEAF,
call 413-9244.
extractedfran an articlein the OORIB nRCNlD HERALD, Dec. 10, 1998
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_ The COMMON LOON is not so common in Tor;o~n~t~o~,~~~~;t~~~~i:~~~~
~;reported in every month but February. Drawing is based
":.a photograph by Hugh Halliday, interpreted by Diana Banville.
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR)
April 1998, Toronto
Above-normal temperatures continued in April, but without extremes. It
was the warmest April since 1987 downtown and since 1991 at Pearson Airport
with mean temperatures running more than 2.5°C above normal. Maximums for
the month only broke a little above 20°C, not approaching those of the end
of March, and most days had highs in the teens. The lowest temperature
for the month downtown, however, was O.BoC, breaking the previous record
of O.6°C set in 1951. (This makes our earliest last frost on record this
year as well, being March 24 or 25, as opposed to March 27 in 195L).
Ground frost,however, was visible in places even downtown as late as
April 27. With the growing season having such an early start this year,
trees were mostly leafed out by late April, and the moderate, mild
temperatures of April provided an extravagant spring flower show.
Precipitation at 48.6 mm downtown and 57~2 mm at Pearson Airport was a
bit short, although heavier than last year. Warm temperatures and more
runoff and evaporation dried out muddy places quickly. Not even a trace
of snow fell (there usually is a little snow still falling in April).
Most of the rain fell between April 6th and 18th, with nothing from April
20th on. Eighteen of the month's thirty days were mostly sunny.

Gavin Miller o

The Kerria, sometimes
called "Japanese Rose",
has yellow flowers in
spring, but it was
still sporting a
single bloom when Mary
sketched it at Muir
Gardens in July, as
well as buds, and sepals
with fruit forming.

Ref.: Fernald-
GRAY'S MANUAL
OF BOTANY
8th Edition
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COMING EVENTS
Toronto Ornithological Club

aimed at the intermediate
fj Sa t. AP.ri1 24 from 8 am

spit with Hugh Currie.

- Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks - free,
birders, but beginners are also welcome.
(all day) - Early Migrants at the Leslie St.
Meet at the foot of Leslie St. Bring a lunch.

Gem & Mineral Show & Sale -
7 pm), April 25 (10 am to
2975 Don Mills Rd. West.

April 23 (4 pm to 9 pm), April 24, (10 am to
5 pm) at the Oriole Community Centre,
Adults: $5, Seniors: $4, Students: $3.

Society of Ontario Nutgrowers Annual Auction of Nut Trees - Sat. April 24
at 1:15 pm at the Civic Garden Centre (Leslie & Lawrence).

High Park Walking tours
~ Sun. April 11 - Spring comes to Grenadier Pond
• Sun. April 18 - Celebrate Earth Day in High Park - nature lore
Walks begin at the south side of the Grenadier Cafe at 1:15 pm and last
about 2 hours. $2 donation suggested. Call ~92-l748 for more details.

Heritage walk with Ian Wheal & George Hume - April 10 at 1 pm. Meet at
the northwest corner of King St. East and Sumach St. The subject is to
be Fisherman's Island - lost fishing village of Toronto. This will be
a long walk.

Riverdale Library, 370 Broadview Ave. at Gerrard St. East - Historic
exhibit of neighbourhood - MardI. 1 to May 31 ,~_9~

Queen-Saulter Library - 765 Queen St. East - Historical Exhibit of the
neighbourhood - March 1 to May 31, 1999.

TFN
display

Todmorden Mills Heritage Museum and Arts Centre - April 6 to May 7
in the Paper Mill Gallery - Amphibians of Ontario on display as well
as walks through the Wildflower Reserve. Call 396-2819 for details.

Urban Naturalist Workshops and Field Trips for beginning naturalists or
those who wish to improve their skills in a certain area. Small groups,
limited to 15 or fewer, including discussion and walk
8 April 3 - Wi1ket Creek Park - early birders for beginners
$ April 11 - Thomson Memorial Park -
Cost $10 ($8 for TFN members). Call Morris Sorensen at 755-6030
to register.

Nature Travel Open House at West Hill Travel - 2012 Sheppard Ave. East
- Friday, April 9 from 10 am to 5 pm. Information on latest offerings
by GAP, Hibiscus, Natural Outings, Elder Treks and others. Call
Morris Sorensen at 755-6030 for details or just drop in and say hello.

Tyler Creek cleanup - 7th annual - Sat. April 17 at 10 am. Meet at the
northeast corner of Eglinton Ave. East and Sloane Ave. Bring work gloves.
Call K. Fall at 751-4617 for more information. "Nobody made a greater
mistakethanhe who did nothingbecausehe couldonly do a little.- EdmondBurke"
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