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TFN MEETINGS
Sunday, May 7, 2000 - ADOPT-A-POND: A COMMUNITY BASED WETLAND CONSERVATION

PROGRAMat 2:30 pm
in the NorthropFrye Hall
VictoriaUniversity

73 Queen'sPark Cres. East

- an illustrated talk by Diana Teal, coordinator of
this project at the Toronto Zoo. ~

- In response to Ontario's loss of wetlands and
declining amphibian populations the zoo has created
a program where ponds can be adopted and studied and
efforts made to restore remaining wetlands.
Learn about the FROG WATCH monitoring program which
involves learning to identify Ontario's frogs and
toads by their calls.

Visitorswelcome!

+ a social hour beginning at 2 pm with free juice
and coffee.

+ an opportunity to RENEW your membership
See page 39 for renewal form.

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, Sept. 10, 2000

NEXT NEWSLETTER: SEPTEMBER (to be mailed in mid-August)

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETTER
Requested: Essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 300 words),
poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings.

SUbjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, especially reports
of personal experiences with wildlife, including locations, dates, and any sources
consulted.

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions can be
acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and date of each clipping.

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at least six
weeks before the month in which the event is to take place.

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists
2 Carlton St., #1519
Toronto, Ont. M5B 113

Editor: Helen JUhola
Poetry, Art and Nature Observations: Diana Banville
Assistants: Patricia Brind, Eva Davis, Karin Fawthrop, Nancy Fredenburg,

Toshi Oikawa, Marilynn Murphy, Robin Powell
Printer: DM Printing
Mailer: Perkins Mailing Services
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Earlie.r this year, following a suggestion from Gavin Miller and
approval by your Board, I wrote on behalf of the TFN to Councillor
Joe Pantalone, Tree Advocate for the City of Toronto, advocating
the adoption of the ~hite dak (Quercus alba) as our emblem tree.
We suggested that, as one suitable gesture to welcome the millen-
nium, Toronto should adopt the ~hite oak as its emblem and make
a commitment not only to protect these trees, but also to propa-
gate and plant them in suitable locations. We supported our
reguest with four solid reasons for choosing this large, long-
lived, beautiful native tree. I have not heard from Councillor
Pantalone, but received from Janet McKay, Project Manager for LEAF
(Local Enhancement and Appreciation of Forests) a copy of her
letter to Mr. Pantalone in support of our suggestion of adopting
the white oak as Toronto's emblem tree.

REDUCE PESTICIDES. The City of Toronto has produced an excellent
'fact sheet': "The Green Guide to a Heal thy Lawn". "Work with
Nature and Nature Works with You". There are web sites, telephone
numbers, and a list of reference books. You can call 397-LAWN
(5296) for maintenance tips or a Pesticide-Free sign (free), or
397-7100 to order publications, or TEA (Toronto Environmental
Alliance) at 596-0660, www.torontoenvironment.org, or www.city.
toronto.on.ca/parks/pesticides.html; now, isn't that encouraging?

Another piece of good news is the decision by the Toronto and
Region Conservation Authority to turn down a plan of the Royal
Canadian Golf Association to develop a major golf course and head-
guarters on part of the Claireville Conservation Area. Letters of
protest from naturalists, including the TFN, helped strengthen the
Authority's resolve to protect this part of the Humber watershed
from further encroachment. Earlier this year we were pleased to
note that a similar application had been rejected for Bronte Pro-
vincial Park. Golf courses have their place, but I hope you agree
they should not be sited on our all-too-scarce conservation land.

HELP! I'm initially challenged--it feels like I'm going under for
the third time! Am I the only one? I can manage TO, TFN, TTC,
U of T, 'TRCA, TOC, FON, and a few more, but now every day brings
more new reports and letters full of SRVS, STORM, ORTA, CWS, ANSI,
EA, ESA, AECB, OPG, RCGA, IBA (sub-headings RBGU, HEGU, GBBG, DCCO,
BCNH, COTE, CATE; hint: these are all found on Leslie spit; the
last two are terns). Wouldn't they make a great patter song--or
maybe a rap--a -naturer rap .

With many other environmental groups, we are still campaigning for
legiSlalion to protect the Oak Ridges Moraine from urban development.
A numbe of people, including Linda Pim of the Federation of Ontario
Natural sts, Debbie Crandall of Save the Oak Ridges Moraine (STORM)
Coaliti n, Glenn De Baeremaeker of Save the Rouge Valley System, and

c-

http://www.torontoenvironment.org,
http://www.city.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT (cont'd)

Madeleine McDowell of the Humber Heritage Committee, have made
excellent presentations to the provincial government, the Richmond
Hill Council, and to Mike Colle, MPP, and the Liberal Party, in
support of his Bill 12, an Act to Protect and Preserve the Oak Ridges
Moraine. Some suggested making a presentation to the United Nations
for the ORM to be designated a world biosphere feature , as the
Niagara Escarpment has been. Madeleine McDowell proposes an organi-
zational structure similar to the Niagara Escarpment Commission and
a Land Trust with charitable status, with the aim of true natural
heritage preservation.

At our April meeting, John Westgate gave us greater insight into the
geological history of our area, with special attention to the Moraine.
He felt that we should emphasize all the values that we preserve
by protecting this very special natural feature. It extends 160 km
from the Niagara Escarpment to Rice Lake and contains the headwaters
of 65 river systems flowing south into Lake Ontario and north into
Lakes Simcoe and Scugog. Cool fresh filtered water is slowly re-
leased from the aquifer, providing suitable wat~r for drinking, re-
creation, and fish habitat. The kettle lakes, wetlands, forests,
and meadows, with more than 900 species of plants, provide habitat
for songbirds, hawks, waterfowl, frogs, and turtles in a continuous
green corridor. Once destroyed by inappropriate land use, this
highly significant land form cannot be replaced.

Because the provincial government has chosen to leave decisions
regarding local planning to the municipalities and has not enacted
legislation nor responded to the action plans of their organizations,
nor the Moraine protection statement signed by 465 scientists, the
FON, STORM Coalition, and the City of Toronto are using the EBR
(Environmental Bill of Rights) to challenge the adequacy of existing
provincial land use planning laws and policies regarding the ORM.
There are other areas available for suitably planned development; we
need to "Save, not Pave" the ORM. Do keep on writing, e-mailing,
phoning to let the government know how important this is for us and
our children and grandchildren. Also--enjoy the outdoors: the
renewal of Spring and the abundance of Summer with your friends and
family.

Phoebe eleverley
LJ

The main "da~gers" on outings are insect bites, poison ivy, sunburn
and dehydratlon. So boots, long pants and sleeves, a hat, sunscreen
and water are recommended.
adapted from "ButterflyTrip" by Dave Cattrallin the WFSI' HUMBER NATIJRALISTSnewsletter

April 1998
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The Nominating Committee, chaired by Morris Sorensen, recommends the
following slate of nominees to the Board for the 2000-2001 year:

President: Phoebe Cleverley
Karin FawthropVice President:

Past President: Morris Sorensen
Directors due to retire in 2001: Alexander Cappell

Nancy Fredenburg
Aarne Juhola
Elaine Farragher
Karin Fawthrop
Colleen Prentice
Andre Vietinghoff
Helen Juhola
Robin Powell
Murray Seymour ,,<-

TFN by-law No.1, Section 5(g) provides that "any three members may submit,
in writing, to the Secretary-Treasurer by July 15th the name of a
candidate accompanied by the written consent of the nominee. Such
nominations shall be published in the September issue of the newsletter
and the names of such nominees shall be added to the list of candidates
submitted by the Nominating Committee". The Secretary-Treasurer is
Aarne Juhola, 112 - 51 Alexander St., Toronto, Onto M4Y lB3.

Directors due to retire in 2002:

Directors due to retire in 2003:

According to TFN by-law No.1, Section 5(b), "If an election is required
it shall be by ballot mailed to all members. Ballots may be mailed to
the auditor or deposited at the Annual General Meeting prior to the
commencement of the meeting. The ballots will be tabulated by the
auditor who shall announce the results".

Morris Sorensen, Chairman
Nominating Committee

* Murray Seymour needs no introduction. He and his wife Carol lead
many walks in Scarborough and have written many interesting articles
for our newsletter.

D

The world's
to breed at
the banding
old.

oldest Yellow Warbler returns to exactly the same spot
Long Point every year. This year when he was caught in
nets, researchers decided that he was 10 years, 2 months

extractedfrom "Observatorystaffand volunteerswelcomeback Wally and Sue" in the
roar ROOANGOOD NEWS,Aug. 1997
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KEEPING IN TOLJCH
March 7, 2000
Dear Friends and Fellow Naturalists,
Although the TFN Board was aware of my situation, I am sure that some
members may be wondering why I seemingly dropped out of sight not long
after my term as President ended last September. The fact is that in
December I pulled up stakes after nearly ten years in Toronto and moved
back to Manitoba, taking up residence in the city of Winnipeg. There
were a number of reasons for this, both personal and economic)but the
bottom line is that I am now more or less settled in here (the last of
my boxes was finally banished from my living room less than a week ago)
and getting re-established.
At present I am working !art-time for an opinion research company called
"Viewpoints" (similar to Angus-Reid, etc.) while re-locating and
adapting my own business venture "The Urban Naturalist". Winnipeg seems
an excellent location fo a nature tour business, with a large popula-
tion base and easy acces to a number of ecosystems including tall grass
prairie, aspen parkland, boreal forest, and even the subarctic/arctic
(via Churchill). Right ow I am concentrating on local workshops and
short excursions to Manitoba and adjacent Northwestern Ontario. I had
planned on running a maj r ecotour of the Lake Superior North Shore
centering on Thunder Bay this summer but that has now been postponed
until 2001. This Augus I plan on taking a group to the Fort Frances
area including the spec acular Kay-nah-chi-wa-nung archaeological site
near Emo, Onto with its ancient burial grounds, exciting nature trails
and beautiful interpret~ve centre where first nations people have
created exhibits that n~t only portray the archaeological heritage but
also depict modern Obib1ay life and culture. This site will also be
featured on next year's longer trip.
On the local scene, I hjve joined the Manitoba Naturalists Society.
Despite its name, this tS for the most part a Winnipeg club, although
it has a provincial mandate as far as conservation issues are
concerned. It is similAr to the TFN in terms of its indoor meetings.
The outdoor program pla~es more emphasis on recreational activities
such as backpacking, cafoeing and cross-country skiing, often outside
the city, as well as tht usual birding, botanizing, etc. They also
have a number of worksh,ps to familiarize members with specific
aspects of M~nitoba nat reo Some of those this year include "Bats of
Manitoba", "Owls of ManftOba" and "A Day-long workshop on the
Dragonflies of Manitoba'. The last-mentioned includes field experience
at the Living Prairie M seum, a tall-grass prairie reserve located well
within the city limits.
The club also maintains a wilderness centre called "Mantario" in the
Canadian Shield country along the Ontario-Manitoba border. This is
reached either by canoe or by the Mantario Hiking Trail. Unfortunately
their cabin burned down last summer but they are gathering volunteers
to construct a new one. c>
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd)

I still enjoy my TFN newsletter and to know that, with Phoebe and the
new and returning board members and volunteers, the club is in good
hands. I am also distressed to read about ongoing threats to the
environment such as the Oak Ridges Moraine. At least this is balanced
by success stories such as Chester Springs on the Lower Don.
I would love to hear from any TFN members who would like to keep in
touch. You may write me at: 16-1780 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB R2V 2A1
or e-mail meat:urbanat@hotmail.com [See also page 38.]

Morris Sorensen o

nesting by Owen Fisher

mailto:meat:urbanat@hotmail.com
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MORE MEMORIES OF HELEN SMITH

I first met Helen about ten years ago on one of Gus Yaki's trips to Point Pelee.
One of her claims to fame was that she had been on more of Gus' nature trips
than anybody else-by her count, about 87 of them.

Helen had a great interest in both birds and plants. Her joy and appreciation of
sightings of even the most common birds were infectious. For years, she made
monthly contributions to the Toronto Ornithological Club sightings report.

Helen's knowledge of botany was impressive. She always provided us with
great amusement when we challenged her to a plant identification. She would
contemplate the plant, pronounce its identification and then provide a helpful
hint. "She wears her skirts before her," she would say of Lady Fern or, "It burns
the candle at both ends" for New York Fern.

Helen always displayed great delight at seeing wildflowers for the first time each
spring. In this appreciation of nature's simple treasures she became our link to
pioneer naturalists such as Catherine Parr Traill, Susannah Moodie and Elizabeth
Simcoe.

Helen joined me on ten nature trips, the last one being a fall trip to Halton Forest
when she was well into her 80's. At the trail exit after our afternoon hike we
discovered that Helen was missing. With some apprehension, we raced back
over the trail. After about fifteen minutes, we found her, quite nonchalantly,
ambling toward the trail entrance. She chuckled at having taken the wrong fork
and regaled us with stories of her observations as we walked back together.

George Bryant o

...We have a far better understanding now [since 1945] of conservation
at the research and scientific level. Our knowledge of the issues,
such as pollution and endangered species, has improved. But we have
translated far too little of this knowledge into action. The media
have performed splendidly, and governments have responded quite well,
but the bureaucrats and most of the business and financial worlds
have clung to traditional exploitation of nature.
from "The way we were"by D. Nicholson-Lordin BBC WILDLIFE,Vol. 16,No.6, JlIDe1998
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FOR READING
SPECIAL PLACES: The changing ecosystems of the Toronto Region.
Edited by Betty Roots, Donald A. Chant, and Conrad E. Heidenreich. Vancouver: UBC Press,
1999.

I had long anticipated the release of an updated sequel to the treasured 1913 Natural History of
the Toronto Region of which I had been able to obtain a coveted copy through an antiquarian
book-dealer on the Internet. Perhaps my expectations for the new book were too high, governed
as they were by my appreciation of the historic 1913 information and by the public lectures given
by the Royal Canadian Institute, which I used to attend with my family when I was younger. This
might explain the mild disappointment I felt at reading this book. It's okay. I expected better than
okay from the Royal Canadian Institute.

Co-ordinating the publication of this book must itself have been a major undertaking.
Three editors oversaw no fewer than 39 contributors, dealing in various areas of expertise,
regarding the geological, cultural, and natural history ofthe Toronto area. It is divided into four
main parts concerning physical geography, history, natural environment, and "special places" -
sites of interest to naturalists.

The geographic information in the first section, covering climate and geology, is well-
delivered. I always find this aspect of our natural heritage fascinating, for it helps us to keep a
broader, deeper perspective on life in this city: a city (and a whole culture) which all too readily
conceives of itself as the measure of all things. High quality maps, diagrams, and graphs help to
tell the story.

The section on natural environment, the core of the book, is of variable quality. It is
overshadowed by an emphasis upon preaching over natural history. Most of us who will read the
book know about the effects of urban sprawl and habitat disruption. Perhaps some of this
repetitiveness is due to the fact that many authors contributed, each one giving his or her own
eco-exhortation as part of their chapter. Such an approach is very understandable given the
current political and cultural climate, but we really need to awaken appreciation for nature. We
must allow nature to speak for itself. We must cultivate a culture of listening. Otherwise we most
likely contribute to the glut of noise and "information", and incite resentment from those who are
not part of the environmentalist community.

In this light, a heavy focus on "ecosystem approach" at the expense of descriptive natural
history may be counterproductive. There is even a place for checklists, which would have been
valuable in this book. Much of the fascination of the 1913 book is knowing what was around
Toronto at that time; it has annotated checklists. There is also a place for knowing each
individual species. The best parts of the natural environment section are the descriptions of
Toronto mammals, insects, and fungi; with the l'aSt particularly catching my attention because
of my lack of familiarity with fungi.
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FOR READING (cont'd)

A few factual errors appear in the natural history section. For example, black spruce is not
found in Toronto, and the cool swamp habitat attributed to the West Don is actually in the East
Don. The book seems to have been written with relatively little ongoing conversation with the
Toronto area naturalist community. For example, there is no mention of the recent records of
gray treefrogs in the West Don near the Ontario Science Centre, which were noted by the
Toronto Region Conservation Authority'S volunteer-based monitoring programme.

The "Special Places" themselves are an eclectic selection. They are introduced by an
informative history of conservation in Toronto ("From Acquisition to Restoration"). To the best
of my knowledge, this survey of shifting public and municipal approaches to natural areas has
not been made available before, at least not with a clear chronology. As for the coverage of the
individual sites, they vary from an in-depth study of the lower Humber to a broad overview of the
Duffin's Creek watershed. Steve Varga's exquisitely illustrated piece on High Park and Helen
luhola and Louise Herzberg's one on the Don are well-written. Here is communicated some of
the enthusiasm of people who know and love the places of which they write. (Perhaps in the case
of High Park, the enthusiasm ran ahead of itself in the proclamation that stiff gentians have been
restored to the park. One attempt at reintroduction was attempted, to be rebuffed by digging
squirrels and possibly dogs).

In the coverage of special places, some advance has been made over the 1913 book,
which simply named places of interest tantalizingly and then withdrew without further ado.
Hence, we know almost nothing (even the location) of the Mount Dennis Bog, mentioned in

- 1913. But we do know something of the vegetational history of the Humber Marshes, thanks to
this book.

In summary, this is something of a patchwork hook, with wide variation in style. Some
chapters and text boxes are well-written and informative, but the overall impression is that of a
first- or second-year college textbook in some geography-related subject.

Gavin Miller o

Phoebe Cleverley

NATURE STUDY

We could call it
that entomological "bit".
Let's not be crass,
the word is "frass".
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PROJECTS
ROOTING FOR LEAF IN TORONTO
If you want to make sure you have a large tree on your property in
15 years, you'd better be planting a sapling now. Local Enhancement
and Appreciation of Forests (LEAF), a non-profit organization dedicated
to "protecting and improving Toronto's urban forest" is encouraging
people to plant trees in their backyards. For $35 to $55, LEAF will
send a representative to your property to discuss planting and
maintenance; it will recommend a species from a list of eight; it
will plant a sapling, 120 to 180 centimetres tall; and a representative
will visit your property a year later to see how the tree is doing.

~ If you want a sapling, call LEAF at (416) 413-9244, or look at its Web
~ site at www.web.net/-leaf.

fran an articleby CameronSmith in the TORONro STAR,March 25, 2000

FRIENDS OF HIGHLAND CREEK
Local community and environmental group Friends of Highland Creek is
looking forward to a busy year in 2000. The group, consisting of a
handful of dedicated volunteers and a few paid staff, has been working
to naturalize the Markham Road branch of the Highland Creek since
1997. Frequent summer thunderstorms will often raise the level of the
creek by 3 metres or more, stripping out newly-planted trees and
shrubs before they have a chance to take root. The City of Toronto,
a major partner in the project, along with the federal EcoAction 2000
programme, has been forced to bring heavy equipment back into the
valley more than once to repair the damage caused by storms. But
eventually the plantings will prevail and the riverbanks will finally
be stabilized. By then, a walking trail will link this strip of
greens pace to the rest of the Highland Creek park system. In addition,
various habitat structures are being placed throughout the valley,
including snags (a long structure to be used by nesting birds) and a
hibernaculum for overwintering snakes. The Friends of Highland Creek
welcome anyone to come to see what has been accomplished in the valley
just north of Ellesmere Rd •.atid Bellamy Rd. Further information can
be obtained by phoning Cathy Humphrey at (416) 439-1036.
fran CouncillorDavid SoknackiNewsletter,Winter 2000

STOP USING PESTICIDES NOW
Pesticides affect everyone's health. There are alternatives to using
pesticides. For free copies of the City of Toronto's "Get a great
Lawn with all the trimmings" or fact sheets about natural lawn/garden
care, call Publication Orders: 397-7100. Additional information about
natural lawn/garden care is available on the Toronto Environmental
Alliance's (TEA) web site at: www.torontoenvironment.org or call
TEA at 596-0660. ~

http://www.web.net/-leaf.
http://www.torontoenvironment.org
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PROJECTS (cont'd)

ESCAPED EXOTICS

[>

Have you ever wondered what aquarium hobbyists do with their tropical
fishes when they grow tired of them? A look in some of our local
lakes and rivers will give you a pretty good idea. Too often, people
release pets that may have grown too large for their containers or that
have become too prolific into nearby water bodies-thinking it is the
humane thing to do. Amphibians, reptiles, molluscs, and plants often
suffer the same fate. What people may not realize is the impact these
aliens have on the local ecosystem. While many immigrants don't survive
our cold Canadian climate, others find the conditions ideal and are able
to reproduce and even thrive. The most obvious consequences of
introduced plants and animals are predation, competition for food and
spawning grounds, habitat alteration and the introduction of new
diseases and parasites. The exotics may also have a genetic effect on
local populations if interbreeding occurs. Over the past 100 years, the
extinction of 27 species and 13 subspecies of North American fishes has
been attributed to the influx of non-indigenous aqua tics. Many pet
stores-are willing to accept unwanted tropical fishes for resale or
trade. The Ontario Herpetological Society will arrange passage back
to Florida for turtle species native to the state. Several organiza-
tions in Ontario, including the.Canadian Association of Aquarium Clubs,
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, the Ontario Federation of
Anglers and Hunters, and the ROM, have established a Fish Rescue Hotline
to help reduce unwanted aquarium introductions. Tne hotline number is
1-800-563-7711. Hobbyists might also consider donating unwanted pets
to a school, nursing home, or hospital, or giving them to another
enthusiast. For those who might be tffiPtedto release a pet back into
the wild as an act of kindness, it is important to think about the
repercussions this might have on the biodiversity of the native
ecosystem.
from an articleby Mary Burridgein theROIUNDA,Spring2000

HOW TO HELP BRING BACK HEALTHY ELMS

[>

The University of Guelph is attempting to bring back elms to the Ontario
landscape. You can help by:
e contributing to the Elm Recovery Project of the Guelph Arboretum

by giving a tax deductible donation, or
@ requesting a survey form if you know of a healthy elm with a

trunk at least 213 cm or 7 ft in circumference.
For mOte information, call Henry Kock at (519) 824-4120 X 2113.
Cheques may be made payable to the University of Guelph and mailed to
the University of Guelph Arboretum, Guelph, Onto N1G 2Wl

o
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LOCAL NATURE NEWS FOR TORONTO

Mud Creek has now been "unburied" where it enters the Don River. A
small pond has been created between the Bayview extension and the
river. It used to run through a buried pipe. Good news!
A road is being built on the east side of the East Don River. A bridge
has been constructed across Taylor Creek with fill and a culvert. Is
this the beginning of a new bike path or just an anti-erosion
construction project? Just beyond this construction is a remote gulch
with orchids, wild plums, turtlehead, trilliums and other native plants.
Opening this area to the public without protection could be negative.
This is part of the Charles Sauriol Nature Reserve.
We are waiting anxiously for the beltline to be extended from Yonge St.
to Mount Pleasant Rd. It could be a new greens pace for uptown Toronto.
Fences must be removed and asphalt ripped up. A family of red squirrels
is living in this area and should be protected.

Roger Powley

THE BOBOLINK used to sing
in flight over the meadow
in York Cemetery. It
apparently bred in this
area.

It was hoped t.h st the
managers of the cemetery
would continue to preserve
this area as a meadow,
in keeping with alternative
burial practices that are
being favoured by SQme peo~le
in this era of environmental
consciousness.
Does anyone know
where they breed
in Toronto now?

Ref. TORONTO REGION
RECORDS, TFN
1991

o
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JUMPING MICE IN TORONTO

Only through the co~operation of a pet jumping mouse could
O. J. Murie record the tracks of this little rodent for his
book, A FIELD GUIDE-..rO ANIMAL TRACKS. The Stokes did not
even include the family in A GUIDE TO ANIMAL TRACKING AND
BEHAVIOR; apparently they considered it just about "trackless"
in the wild - deep in vegetation, if not burrowing or
hibernating.
In Toronto Region we.have reliable TFN records for 1982
(TFN 352:13) and for 1990 when five were discovered during
clean-out of bluebird boxes at Bathurst and King/Vaughan Line.
This was the species called the Meadow Jumping Mouse. No
reports of that species have corne in since then.
We have two sightings.recorded of the Woodland Jumping Mouse.
In 19$3 there·was. the one which the Botany Group saw on the
Oak Ridges Moraine. In 1990, one of them fell out ·of debris
as our reporter worked near a compost heap at Bloor and Jane
(Humber Valley). It was recognizable because of the rufous colour
in its pelage and, though one leg was paralyzed, it clearly
jumped. Since then, our records show no further sign of this
beautiful beastie .•.no doubt because of its well-laid plans.

Diana BanvilleTFN Records o

THE IJOODLAND JUMPING
MOUSE paused long
enough for a pencil
sketch in the leaf-
litter of Thornton
Bales Park, Oak Ridges.
The dull-brown back
contrasted with the
-rufous sides.

With beaks gaping wide
baby robins beg for food.
Worm's on the menu.

Haiku by Therese Paradis
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OF PIGEONS AND BUTTERFLIES

A suggestion which might help others wishing to keep pigeons
off their balconies is to plant marigolds. I made this
discovery accidentally on my fourth floor balcony on Kingston
Road near Main Street. When I first moved in, the neighbour
next-door had three pigeon nests on her balcony, and I was
able to watch a pair of cute young ones grow until they
could fly on their own. The neighbour then got netting put
up around her balcony and the pigeons, having the "homing"
characteristic for which they are well-known, moved to mine,
and were determined not to leave.

A couple of years later, I planted plenty of marigolds, both
large and small. I planted them because they are colourful;
they bloom all season long; and they require very little
care. However, the benefit which I did not expect, and
which I did not at first attribute to the marigolds, was
that the pigeons moved to the balcony on the other side of
mine, and to the one above. There was plenty of courtship
behaviour on the adjacent balcony, and regular trips back
and forth to the balcony above by pigeons bringing sticks
for a nest. I left the marigolds out on my balcony over the
winter, and the pigeons still did not corne back to mine.

Then, by chance, I happened to discover a passage in the
book "Ecological Gardens" by Marjorie Harris which said that
marigolds guard against plant diseases in the soil and that
they also keep rodents away. It was then that I realized
that marigolds also keep pigeons away. The next spring, I
planted plenty of marigolds again, and the pigeons continued
to keep off the balcony. Instead, the marigolds attracted
several kinds of butterflies, including monarch, cabbage
white, red admiral, and clouded sulfur.

I read in another book that butterflies like puddles of
water, so I tried putting out containers of water for them,
and the cabbage whites, in particular, were regularly seen
fluttering above the water. Butterflies like large daisies
with plenty of surface area on which to land, so I planted
some of them as well. A bumblebee and an orb-weaver spider
became permanent residents, and butterflies carne often.

As for the pigeons, I was, in a way, sorry that they could
not stay, especially when I obtained a copy of Donald
Stokes' "Guide to Bird Behaviour: Volume 1", because it
explains the meanings of all the fascinating behaviours
which I had observed in the pigeons. Pigeons, I observed,
are good weather forecasters, because they get agitated
before a storm, at least a day before the meteorologists
predict it on the radio. Pigeons have territorial behaviour
too. I observed this during a winter blizzard, when a
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OF PIGEONS AND BUTTERFLIES (cont'd)

smaller white dove tried to bring his larger dark-gray mate
to my balcony for shelter. The larger dark-gray male of the
pair which had been living there regularly chased him away,
very aggressively, out into the cold, blowing snow. I wonder
if the people who think that it is "peaceful" to release
white doves into the air at public events know what these
poor birds go through to compete with the larger pigeons for
survival.

So, it is your choice whether to have pigeons or butterflies
on your balcony. Either one can be a worthwhile experience.

Lorna Houston
Ed. Note: Another deterrent, of which I have only recently learned, is to

apply vaseline to balcony railings and then douse those
railings with black pepper. Apparently pigeons find this
mixture unpleasant on the feet. I tried this, while awaiting
marigold time, and it certainly seems to work.

Eva Davis

THO TORONTO NATIVES - a comparison •.•
FIELD STRP.WBERRY (common) 1WODLAND STRAHBERRY (less common)

l.,..blut)r ree\-h,end one leoe]

Ha.'o. Op<2t1 <:t - \ '2. em.

Spr. ~<,O, embedded

(Drawings by Mary Anne Miller)

o
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IN THE NEWS
THIS WINTER AMONG CANADA'S WARMEST
Canadians basked in balmy weather this winter, experiencing the fourth-
mildest December-to-February period in the past half century.
Environment Canada said December through February was 2.6°C warmer
than normal. It marks the 11th consecutive season with above-normal
temperatures.
from an articlein the GLOBE & MAIL, March 17, 2000

FISH, WILDLIFE GET FUNDING BOOST
The province will spend $15.5 million over four years to conserve and
grow fish and wildlife populations. The money is in addition to the
$72 million currently spent by the Ministry of National Resources on
managing fish and wildlife. The new funding will be used for projects
that could include developing fish hatcheries, stocking fish in
depleted lakes, rehabilitating habitat, reintroducing wildlife species,
building portages and viewing platforms and marketing new hunting and
fishing opportunities.
from an articlein the GLOBE & MAIL, March 11, 2000

POLLUTION 'STEALS' RAIN
Polluted clouds drifting downwind from major urban centres and
industries contain aerosols that shut off their ability to rain or
snow. Instruments aboard two new satellites show that tiny pollution
particles trap and retain moisture rather than allowing it to coalesce
into larger droplets big enough to drop out of the cloud.
from an articlein the GLOBE & MAIL, March 16, 2000

SUBURBAN DEER EATING UP LAWNS, RESIDENTS CHARGE
Residents around the Rattray Marsh are complaining that a small herd of
deer has moved into the area in recent years and is damaging their
properties. Other residents are putting out salt blocks for them, like
the kind used for cattle, as well as hay bales. They've enticed the
deer away from their natural food source of twigs and buds. The deer
herd is estimated at between five and eight animals. They are able to
migrate through heavily urbanized Mississauga along the corridor of
Sheridan Creek, which feeds the marsh. The deer winter in the marsh, a
conservation area on Lake Ontario, but migrate up and down the wooded
creek valley from as far north as Highway 407, about seven kilometres
away.
extractedfrom an articleby Mike Funstonin the nRCNTO STAR, March 27, 2000
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd)

WINDMILLS ON THE SPIT?
Toronto Hydro wants to build three giant windmills on the waterfront to
see if they can be used efficiently to generate energy. One will be in
the western beaches and two will be near the Ashbridges Bay sewage
treatment plant. But environmentalists are split between those who are
gung-ho on alternative energy sources and those who are concerned that
windmills in these locations will kill thousands of birds and)with their
whirring noise, annoy people to the point of moving elsewhere. The
windmills will be gigantic, at 250 feet almost as high as parts of the
Scarborough Bluffs, and will have blades on them as long as the wings of
a 747 Jumbo jet. The Toronto works committee supported them but there
is still a federal environmental approval to come. The 1,200 member
Friends of the Spit, Toronto Ornithological Club and others find
themselves at odds with the Toronto Renewable Energy Corporation.
"One does not compromise a public, urban wilderness for a demonstration
turbine." In California, all builders predicted only a few birds would
be hit, but they wound up killing thousands of bald eagles. Eagles and
other large birds use the east-west route along the Toronto waterfront.
extractedfrom an articleby Larry Johnstonin the BLUFFSMJNTIOR, March, 2000.

SCORCHED EARTH WILL MAKE HIGH PARK SECTIONS MORE FERTILE
Almost half of High Park's 200-year-old oak trees are expected to die of
natural causes in the next 30 years, so fire is needed to regenerate the
ground. New oaks can then grow strong enough to replace them. Over the
next eight years, about one-quarter of the park's 162 hectares will be
burned to make the soil healthy again. Four sites in the north end of
the park near Bloor Street W. and on the east side of Grenadier Pond will
be burned in April. While rejuvenating the soil, the fire will also
intervene in a ground-plant war between the indigenous species like
sassafras and the stronger newcomers - honeysuckle and garlic mustard -
which are, quite simply, better at spreading their seed. High Park is
home to a rare black oak savannah, ~n area of numerous oak stands
surrounded by grasses and flowers. These stands depend upon periodic
fires so the plants can successfully regenerate. There were two test
burns in recent years but this is the first major fire in the park
regeneration program.
extractedfrom an articleby Moira Welsh in the TCRONI'O STAR, March 8, 2000

WHY PEOPLE FEED BIRDS
...because they feel that they are accepted by something other than
a human, which is a profound thing.
extractedfrom "The WildlifeInterim"(an interviewwith David Attenborough)by
D. Nicholson-Lordin BBC WILDLIFE,Vol. 16,No. io, Oct. 1998
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd)

DEVELOPERS EAGER TO BUILD ON OLD HYDRO RIGHT-OF-WAY
It's a long, narrow carpet of green running through some of Scarborough's
finest residential neighbourhoods. That's why some 30 land developers
were clamouring to buy the 3.8 kilometre-long swath when Ontario Hydro
dismantled its transmission towers and put the corridor out on the
market. Greywood Developments outbid 30 competitors to buy the ribbon.
At 321 feet wide, it runs from Highway 401 north to McNicoll Ave.
between Pharmacy and Warden Avenue. Greywood has since subdivided the
land and sold it off in pieces to five horne builders who are selling new
homes within the corridor. Other redundant hydro corridors are also
going to be placed on the market. A 35-kilometre-long hydro corridor
running from Hydro's Kipling switching station near Sherway Gardens in
Etobicoke to Oakville is no longer in use. The Scarborough corrido~now
being develope~also runs south of Highway 401 and splits into two
corridors. One leg of the split, which runs off to the southeast to
Warden Ave. has been purchased by Norstar Group of Companies.
extractedfrom an articleby Pat Brennanin the TCRONIDSTAR, March 11, 2000

BUTTERFLIES FOR WATCHING, NOT KILLING
The warm sunny days of early summer are not only an ideal time for
butterflies, but also for watching butterflies. The best places to look
are roadsides, meadows, regenerating old fields, woodland edges and
clearings. Butterflies are usually most active, and hence most visible,
on sunny days between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. It doesn't require identifica-
tion skills to enjoy watching butterflies. All that is really needed are
sharp eyes alert to fluttery flight patterns. When you do spot a
butterfly, note its size, colours and behaviour. Does it fly high and
fast, or spend its time circling close to bushes and low vegetation?
If it alights on a flower, leaf or twig, you may be able to approach it
for a better glimpse. To do so, walk slowly and carefully, with no
abrupt movements, and make sure your shadow stays out of the way. Is
the butterfly sipping nectar from a flower, laying eggs on a leaf or
merely basking in the sunshine? Are its wings spread out flat or held
vertically? Observe the beautiful colours and intricate patterns that
decorate the wings. When the butterfly takes flight, watch where it goes.
Perhaps it's following a route that will bring it close to you once
again. Butterly watching is a hobby that is swiftly growing in
popularity. A big boon has been the publication of books for identifying
butterflies through binoculars. These greatly reduce the need to catch
butterflies in a net, as was generally done in earlier times when
butterfly collecting, as opposed to butterfly watching, was the pastime of
choice. Butterflying today is at approximately the same stage that
birding was 70 or 80 years ago, but attitudes are changing rapidly.
Increasingly, people are discovering there is far greater pleasure to be
found in watching a live, wild butterfly dance across a meadow than in
staring at a dead specimen with a pin through its chest. Take advantage
qf warm July butterfly days. Head out to watch, enjoy and gather
riremor-fe-S: of \tTb-ratit~,Lf.vLrig butterflies of all colours, sizes and shapes,
fluttering and dancing across our summer meadows.
extractedfrom an articleby WinifredWake, in theLONDJNFREE PRESS, July 4, 1998
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CONSERVATION AUTHORITY VOTES AGAINST TURNING TORONTO-AREA PARK
INTO GOLF COURSE
A plan to turn one of the Toronto area's largest parks into a new home
for the Royal Canadian Golf Association has been dropped. The Toronto
and Region Conservation Authority voted March 31st to drop a plan that
would have seen part of the Claireville Conservation Area in Brampton
turned into a major golf course. The authority, citing public
opposition to the proposal, voted 16-2 against the preliminary planning
steps required to set up the links. The Royal Canadian Golf Association
has been searching for a new site for a championship course since
selling its Glen Abbey headquarters in Oakville last year. It is the
second time the association has been frustrated by opposition from
naturalists to its attempts to convert parkland into golf courses.
from an articleby MartinMittelstaedtin the GLOBE AND MAIL, April 1, 2000

o
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR)
May 1999, Toronto
High pressure prevailed again over Toronto during May, 1999. The result
was dry, sunny, and generally very warm weather. Although it was a good
degree and a half cooler than the record of 1998, it was still the
fourth or fifth warmest May in Toronto's record books.
A huge and persistent ridge over eastern North America continued to hold
rain-bearing systems away from our area, mostly to the west which was
having a very wet spring. Thus, the month opened with a twelve-day
stretch of 90-100% sun that began April 24th and ended May 5th. Such a
spell of virtually cloudless skies is very unusual for Toronto, if not
unprecedented. At this time, temperatures rose into the mid-twenties
although in Northern Ontario, away from the influence of the Great Lakes
and a weak "backdoor" flow from the Atlantic region, it hit 30°C. (The
ridge completely altered the normal westerly jet stream flow, forming
an "omega block"). This set the tone for most of the month, although
on a couple of occasions, the block obligingly yielded to frontal
passages from the west which brought much-needed rain. On one occasion,
which happened to be the latter part of the holiday weekend, a trough
actually set up over the Great Lakes, with rain and unseasonably cool
temperatures. On May 25th, afternoon temperatures were 100e or even a
touch colder, a striking contrast to most of the past weeks. However,
the eastern ridge rapidly re-asserted itself, with 30°C readings by
May 30th accompanied by photochemical smog warnings.
Warm temperatures and very dry weather up to the latter part of May
continued to exacerbate drought conditions in our area. Since April
1998, every month in downtown Toronto has been drier than normal except
for June 1998 and January 1999, making a total of 12 out of 14 past
months. (At Pearson, 11 out of the past 14 months have been drier
than average). Downtown's 47.0 mm of rain was the least since 1977.
Sunshine was in the order of 275 hours, making it the sunniest May
since 1977. Helpful rains in the second half of May brought the total
to just over 50 mm, only about 15-20 mm shy of normal. Much more rain
is needed.
Vegetation was only moderately advanced compared to normal (although
what is normal now with global warming effects becoming more evident
all the time?). We were only about a week to ten days ahead of normal,
compared to last year's three weeks or more. This was because
conditions were so dry that trees in particular leafed out with some
reluctance at the beginning of May.

I>

In Spring's renewed green permutation
Earth forgives our trespasses
of planetary desecration.

Eva Davis
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WEATHER (cont'd)

June 1999, Toronto
oJune was another warm, dry month. Temperatures ran 2 C above normal

downtown to make it the warmest since 1991. At Pearson Airport it. ,
was the warmest since 1949 and the second-warmest on record, with the
average 3°e above normal. Precipitation was only fractionally below
normal due to some good showers at the beginning of the month and
overnight June 24th-25th. Nonetheless, the drought's progress was only
set back.
There was some outstanding heat early in the month, peaking on June 7th
with 33°C readings away from Lake Ontario, followed by a welcome
cool-down mid-month, which later gave way to a muggy summer pattern
well-entrenched most of the rest of the month.

July 1999,Toronto
Toronto made it through one of the hottest months in the record books
this July, along with steadily worsening drought until the last day.
It was the hottest month on record at Pearson Airport, and the
second-hottest (after July 1921) downtown. Virtually no rain fell
until 31st July.
Three noteworthy heatwaves dominated the month. The first, centred over
the eastern part of the continent, brought the most dramatic conditions
to the city. Temperatures peaked at just over 35°C, but the minimum
temperatures were astounding: 26.4°C on July 5th was the highest
overnight low ever recorded in the city, and it was still over 25°e away
from the city core! At the same time, a western trough brought snow to
Calgary. A welcome but rainless cold front then brought a few days of
more seasonable relief, and even some record low temperatures were
recorded in the southeastern United States.
The second and third heatwaves were more mid-continental. The third
one brought 9 days of 30°C+ weather to Toronto, giving a totalof 16
such days for the month. Temperatures over 40°C prevailed over much
of the U.S. Lower humidities and overnight temperatures prevailed in
Toronto than earlier in the month, however.
Finally, on July 31st, thunderstorms boiled up over southern Ontario
and brought more than 20 mm of rain to the parched landscape, to bring
an end to a decidedly strange month.
Statistically, this was also the windiest July on record at Pearson
Airport, with average speeds close to winter values, and it was the
windiest since 1981 at Toronto Island. Sunshine was over 300 hours
and the highest since 1989.
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August 1999, Toronto
A dramatic shift in the jet stream at the end of July brought a much-
welcomed shift to lower temperatures and increased rainfall. (The
upper ridge re-established itself over northern and eastern Ontario in
the latter part of the month which kept things warmer and often drier
than normal there.)
The change felt dramatic, as average temperatures and sunshine actually
sank below normal (marginally) and rain was above normal downtown.
Pearson continued slightly warmer and drier than normal overall, which
is an odd contrast across a very short geographic distance. Pearson
Airport had 59 mm of rain, and temperatures O.8°C above normal, while
downtown had 90 mm of rain and temperatures O.loC below normal. This
was the first cooler-than-normal average since November 1997.
The coolness and moisture were most evident early in the month, with
thunderstorm activity (affecting mostly downtown and eastwards) and
even a strikingly cool day on August 10th with maximum temperatures
below 20°C.
There was a trend to returning hot, dry weather later in the month.
Nonetheless, the landscape greened up quickly in response to the rains.

Gavin Miller

Toronto native •••

MAY APPLE

at Highland Creek
May 17, 1999

Drawing by E. Ancrew White

o
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FOR ENJOYMENT OF OUTINGS

wide brim on hat
for protection
from sun

long socks
to help you
avoid ticks

hiking boots
or

running
shoes

free
TTC RIDE GUIDE

Metro map

notebook & pen

Bring your family
and/or friends

long sleeves
to protect
you from:
mosquitoes
poison ivy
thistles

slacks

to protect
you from:
mosquitoes
poison ivy
thistles
ticks

sun glasses

rainwear

insect
repellent

camera thermos
or

fl ask

snack

~ keys

money

TTC fare

REMEMBER ALSO TO BRING A PLASTIC BAG FOR GARBAGE ALONG THE ROUTE! E.D.
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TFN OUTINGS'
REMEMBER: Children and visitors are welcome on all outings but please, NO PETS!
To get to outings on time, cheek TIC routes and schedules by calling 393-4636.
Check the weather by calling 661-0123 so you will know what to wear on outings which
go rain or shine.

Joanne Doucette waterfront. trail walk - Sat. April 29 from 10 am to 4 m.
Meet at the foot of LeslLe St. (about a 20 minute walk south from p
Queen St. East). Bring lunch and something to drink. Th i ..
outing with the Toronto Bay Initiative. LS LS a ]OLnt

Tuesday
May 2
6:45 pm

Thursday
May 4
10:30 am

Saturday
May 6
10:30 am

+
Saturday
May 6
2 pm

Sunday
May 7
2:30 pm

Monday
May 8
6:45 pm

YORKVILLE - evening ramble Don tributary, Toronto
Leader: Doug Paton
Meet at Ramsden Park, on the west side of Yonge St. opposite
the Rosedale subway station.
Learn about history and nature in this old section of Toronto.

West Don, North YorkEARL BALES PARK - nature walk
Leader: Maureen Allain
Meet at the community centre at the north end of the park which
is entered from the east side of Bathurst St. south of Sheppard
Ave. West. Bring lunch.
This very large park contains a number of habitats so be prepared to look at
migrating birds and spring wildflowers.

DOWNTOWN - nature arts Toronto
Leader: Mary Cumming
Meet at the southwest corner of Bay St. and Queen St. West.
Bring what you need for photography, sketching, or painting and anything
you wish to show the group when we compare our rooming's work after lunch
which will probably be in a nearby food court.

RIVERDALE FARM - nature walk Don, Toronto
~er: Peter Iveson
Meet at the southeast corner of Sumach St. and Winchester St.
This very old park which once contained Toronto's zoo is now operated as a
farm. It also contains restored wetlands and a hillside planted with spring
bulbs.
TFN MEETING (See page 2 for details.)
Bring a guest.

TorontoHAVERGAL COLLEGE - evening ramble
Leader: Nel Hardie
Meet at the southeast corner of Lawrence Ave. West and Avenue Rd.
A small ravine behind the school has been restored over the past few years.
Come and see the spring flowers.

ALL TFN OUTINGS BEGIN AND END AT PUBLIC TRANSIT STOPS.
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MAY OUTINGS (cont'd)

Tuesday
May 9
6:45 pm

* Wednesday
May 10
10 am

* Saturday
May 13
10 am

Sunday
May 14
1 pm

Tuesday
May 16
6:45 pm

Wednesday
May 17
10:30 am

,,< Saturday
May 20
10 am to
5 pm

@;J

CASA LOMA GARDENS - evening ramble
Leader: Lorraine Johnson
Meet at the corner of Spadina Rd. and Austin Terrace
(where Spadina bends for Casa Lorna), south of St. Clair Ave. West.
This is a chance to have a guided tour of these restored gardens with their
many habitats -- wild, formal, etc.

Toronto

TODMORDEN MILLS - nature walk
Leader: Merne Powers
Meet at the entrance to the "village" on the south side of
Pot:ery Rd. ?own the hill from the corner of Broadview & Mortimer.
l.ilewiLl be looking for bugs and birds in the valley wetlands. Bring lunch.
ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk
Leaders:Carol & Murray Seymour
Meet at the corner of Morningview Trail and Old Finch Ave. (at end
of Nuggett #131 bus). Bring lunch and extra water.
This will be a long walk with lots of hills to climb ending at Pearse House.

Don, East York

lakeshore,TorontoWATERFRONT TRAIL - nature walk
Leader: Joanne Doucette
Meet at the northeast corner of Queen St. East and Leslie St.
We will be walking east toward the Eastern Beaches.

Don, East YorkTHORNCLlFFE EDGES - evening ramble
Leader: Carol Miller
Meet at the southwest corner of Millwood Rd. and Redway Rd.
We will be following the top edge of the Don Valley, a woodland with spring
flowers and a wonderful variety of trees.

CENTENNIAL PARK - nature walk
Leader: Louise Orr
Meet at the greenhouses on Elmcrest Rd. north of Rathburn Rd.
Bring lunch.
This will be an all day outing so bring extra water as well as binoculars
and notebook. Spring flowers, arrphibians& reptiles as well as birds and
fossils are all features of this part of Etobicoke Valley.

Etobicoke Cr., Etobicoke

TFN NATURE RESERVES - a day in the country northeast of Toronto
Leaders: Robin Powell & other directors
Call 593-2656 if you want to attend. Leave your name and
telephone number and send a cheque for $10 to cover the cost
of the bus. Bring lunch and waterproof footwear. The bus
leaves from the south exit of the York Mills subway station
(on Old York Mills Rd. just east of Yonge St.) promptly at
10 am and returns there at 5 pm.
We wi 11 be visiting our three properties and will have lunch at the Jim
Baillie Nature Reserve.

* TFN pUblications available at TFN office Friday mornings 9 am to 12 noon.
t>
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MAYOUTINGS (cont'd)

Sunday
May 21
2 pm

Tuesday
May 23
1:30 pm

Wednesday
May 24
6:45 pm

Saturday
May 27
10:30 am

Sunday
May 28
10:30 am

Tuesday
May 30
10 am

ASHBRIDGES BAY CREEK - urban ecology
Leader: Dagmar Baur
Meet at the Chester subway station.
Wewill be walking along streets looking for signs of this
creek which was also known as Mill Brook and Holly Brook.
joint outing with the North Toronto Green Coornunity.

Toronto

long-buried
This is a

CASTLE FRANK CREEK SOURCE - nature walk
Leader: Diana Park

Don tributary

Meet at the Glencairn Ave. exit of the Glencairn subway station.
Wewill be walking south and east looking for signs of the long-buried creek.

UNIVERSITY GARDENS - evening ramble Toronto
Leader: Jim Hodgins
Meet at the southwest corner of St. George St. and Harbord St.
The university grounds contain sanples of 3 southern Ontario habitats --
a mixed forest, a boreal forest, a prairie.

EAST POINT - nature walk lakeshore, Scarborough
Leaders: Carol & Murray Seymour
Meet at the foot of Morningside Ave. (east end of the Guildwood
Parkway). Bring lunch.
This will be a long walk and include an exploration of "South Creek" with
its spring wildflCMers and East Point with its several habitats and
abundant wildlife.

CENTRALWATERFRONT- fishes Toronto
Leader: Jason Thorne
Meet at the foot of York St. on the south side of Queen's Quay
West. Morning only.
This is a joint outing with the Toronto Bay Initiative. Wewill be exploring
the waterfront and learning about fish regeneration projects that are underway.

GARRISON CREEK & WATERFRONT- nature walk
Leader: Doug Paton
Meet at the Christie subway station. Bring lunch.
This will be a very long walk, moch of it along streets, but there is much
to see and learn about.

Toronto

I wait for you across the Winter's span'
to fly the gauntlet of the coming May.
Fly to me, unlock my frozen joy,
you angels of the leafy realm,
you songsters of the wooded way?

Shireen Kitto Powell
excerpted from
ODE TO THE WARBLERS
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TFN OUTINGS
REMEMBER: Children and visitors are welcome on all outings but please, NO PETS!
To get to outings on time, check TIC routes and schedules by calling 393-4636.
Check the weather by calling 661-0123 so you will know what to wear on outings which
go rain or shine.

Thursday
June 1
6:45 pm

Saturday
June 3
10:30 am

;'( Sunday
June 4
10:30 am

* Thursday
June 8
10 am

;~ Friday
June 9
6:45 pm

Saturday
June 10
10:30 am

EDGE OF SCARBOROUGH- evening ramble Scarborough
Leader: Ian Wheal
Meet at the northeast corner of Victoria Park and Kingston Rd.
Wewill be walking north and east towards the Gerrard Prairie, an abandoned
industrial area.

TorontoHIGH PARK - nature arts
Leader: Joanne Doucette
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. West
opposite High Park Ave. Bring lunch.
Bring what you need for photography, sketching or painting, and anything
you wish to show the group whenwe compare our lOOming'Swork after lunch.
Non-artists and newcomers are especially welcome on this outing.

CHAPMANCREEK RAVINE - hunan & natural history Hunber tributary, Et.
Leader: George Leja
Meet on the east side of Scarlett Rd. opposite Chapman Rd.
Bring lunch.
The wild nature of this ravine is being threatened by a proposed service
road. This is a great place to look at fossils.

TAYLORCREEK - nature walk Don tributary, East York
Leader: Melanie Milanich
Meet just outside the Victoria Park subway station. Bring lunch.
This valley contains a mixture of wild areas and formal trails and a long
and interesting history.

CHATSWORTHRAVINE - evening ramble Burke Brook, Toronto
Leaders: Geoff & Ei leen Chopping
Meet at the southwest corner of Yonge St. and Lawrence Ave.
We will be walking west along streets untd l, we reach this small ravine, the
site of the TFN's first ravine study, done in 1973. Let's look at the changes.

ETOBICOKEVALLEY - nature walk Etobicoke Cr., Etobicoke
Leader: Diana Karrandjas
Meet at the bridge over Etobicoke Creek on Lake Shore Blvd. West,
west of Browns Line. Bring lunch.
Shale cliffs and woded floodplain make this a pleasant place to walk. Wewill
follow the creek north. t>

~ TFN publications available at TFN office Friday mornings 9 am to 12 noon.
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JUNE OUTINGS (cont'd)

Sunday
June 11
1 pm

* Tuesday
June 13
9:30 am
$ ferry

tickets

Thursday
June 15
6:45 pm

Saturday
June 17
10 am

Sunday
June 18
2 pm

Wednesday
June 21
6:45 pm

Thursday
June 22
10 am

WATERF:IWNTTRAIL - na ture walk Scarborough
Leader: Joanne Doucette
Meet at the northeast corner of Queen St. East and Neville
Park Blvd.
Wewill be following the shoreline east from the old Toronto/Scarborough border.
This may be a long walk.

TORONTOISLAND - birds & butterflies lakeshore
Leader: Ann Gray
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. Bring lunch.
Binoculars and a mgnifying glass my help on this exploration of the
wilder parts of Hanlan's Point.

HIGH PARK - evening ramble
Leader: Ian Wheal
Meet at the High Park subway station.
Wewill be walking around the edges of tJ1e park.

Toronto

MT. PLEASANT CEMETERY- trees Toronto
Leader: Jack Radecki
Meet at the Belt-line entrance to the cemetery which is just
east of Yonge St. and south of Merton St. Morning only~
Wewill learn IOOreabout how the trees in Canada's best arboretum area are being
maintained. Wewill be looking at different trees & areas than we saw in March.

TADDLE CREEK WATERSHED- garden tour
Leader: Helen Mills & others
Meet at the Bathurst subway station.
This will be a joint outing with the North Toronto Green Corrm.m.ityand the
Evergreen Foundatfon , Wewill be walking along streets and looking at gardens.

Toronto

SAM SMITH PARK - evening ramble lakeshore, Etobicoke
Leader: Wayne Reeves
Meet on the south side of Lake Shore Blvd. West at the foot
of Kipling Ave.
Wetlands have been created at the fonner lakeshore and a large park has
been built on fill in the lake beyond the wetlands.

MOOREPARK RAVINE & DON VALLEY BRICK WORKS- birds & bugs
Leader: Carol Sellers
Meet at the southeast corner of Mt. Pleasant Rd. and Moore Ave.
Bring lunch and binoculars.
Enjoy a walk through a shady ravine and visit one of Toronto's newer parks
with its ponds and new plantings.

Don

c-
* TFN publication available at TFN office Friday mornings 9 am to 12 noon.

REMEMBER: ALL TFN OUTINGS BEGIN AND END AT PUBLIC TRANSIT STOPS!
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JUNE OUTINGS (cont'd)

Saturday
June 24
10:30 am

Sunday
June 25
2 pm

Tuesday
June 27
6:45 pm

Wednesday
June 28
10:30 am

MORNINGSIDE PARK - nature walk Highland Cr., Scarborough
Leaders: Carol & Murray Seymour
Meet at the park entrance on the west side of Morningside
Ave. north of Lawrence Ave. East. Bring lunch.
May be SOIOO hills to climb and places to get wet feet, so be prepared, but
there is lots of varied landscape and vegetation to see.

GARTHDALE RAVINE - nature walk West Don tributary, North York
Leader: Alexander Cappell
Meet at the southeast corner of Finch Ave. West r~esswood Dr.
which is west of Dufferin St.
We will follow this small tributary of the West Don to where it joins the
main river near the dam in G. Ross Lord Park.

TorontoGLEN STEWART RAVINE - evening ramble
Leader: Boris Mather
Meet at the southwest corner of Queen St. East and Glen Manor Dr.
We will follow the ravine north through a variety of habitats.

EARL BALES PARK - nature walk
Leader: John Eastwood
Meet at the community centre in the park on the east side of
Bathurst St. south of Sheppard Ave. West. Bring lunch.
'Thislarge park contains many habitats for us to explore. [>

West Don, North York

~""60E"'" '\-'A~'<'
M.A. T1'~L.EJ;L. ..M,....

RAMSDEN PARK on Castle Frank Creek -
a field drawing by Mary Anne Miller
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TFN OUTINGS
REMEMBER: Children and visitors are welcome on all outings but please, NO PETS!
To get to outings on time, check TIC routes and schedules by calling 393-4636 ..
Check the weather by calling 661-0123 so you will know what to wear on outings which
go rain or shine.

Saturday
July 1
10:30 am

Monday
July 3
6:45 pm

Tuesday
July 4
11 am

Saturday
July 8
10:30 am

Sunday
July 9
1 pm

Tuesday
July 11
6:45 pm

TORONTOZOO - nature arts Rouge, Scarborough
Leader: Alf Buchanan
Meet at the zoo entrance on the west side of Meadowvale Rd.
north of Sheppard Ave. East. Bring lunch.
Bring what you need for photography, sketching or painting, and anything
you wish to show the group when we compare our norning ' s work after Lunch,

SHERWOODPARK - evening ramble
Leader: Janice Palmer
Meet at the park entrance at the east end of Sherwood Ave.
(east of Mount Pleasant Rd.)
Muchwork is being done to restore this lovely, well-used park. Comeand
see the trfumphs and troubles involved in this kind of project.

Toronto

FORKS OF DON - nature walk
Leader: Carol Miller
Meet at the southwest corner of Don Mills Rd. and Overlea Blvd.
Bring lunch.
From this starting point we can explore the East Don, the West Don or Taylor
Creek.

Don

CHARLES SAURIOL NATURERESERVE - nature walk
Leader: Robin Powell
Meet on the south side of Lawrence Ave. East at the park entrance
just east of the Don Valley Parkway. Bring lunch.
Changes have beenmade to this area since it became a park. Wewill explore
the reserve, looking for wildlife.

East Don

WATERFRONTTRAIL - nature walk waterfront, Scarborough
Leader: Joanne Doucette
Meet at the entrance to Rosetta McClain Gdn. on the south side
of Kingston Rd. east of Birchmount Rd.
This is part of a series to explore the entire Toronto waterfront. Wewill be
walking eas t.

DEERPARK - evening ramble
Leader: Peter Hare

Toronto

Meet at the Deerpark Library on the north side of St. Clair
Ave. East at Alvin Ave. (one block east of Yonge St.).
Many large oak trees grow in this neighbourhood. Learn about how they have
survived and their future.

ALL TFN OUTINGS BEGIN AND END AT PUBLIC TRANSIT STOPS.
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JULY OUTINGS (cont'd)

* Wednesday
July 12
10 am

Sunday
July 16
~l am

0" Monday
July 17
6:45 pm
ferry

$ tickets

Tuesday
July 18
10:30 am

Saturday
July 22
10:30 am

Sunday
July 23
2 pm

HUMBER FORKS AT THISTLETOWN - nature walk West Humber, Etobicoke
Leaders: Phoebe Cleverley & Joan O'Donnell
Meet at the southwest corner of Albion Rd. and Elmhurst Dr.
Bring lunch.
Take a guided tour through the site of TFN's roostrecent ravine study.

TADDLE CREEK - urban ecology Toronto
Leader: Ed Sousa
Meet on the church steps on the south side of St. Clair Ave. West
at Wychwood Ave. Bring lunch.
This is a joint outing-withthe North Toronto Green Corrrramityand the Toronto
Bay Initiative and the Taddle Creek Watershed Initiative, and a long walk.

TORONTO ISLAND, - evening ramble lakeshore
Leader: Albert Fulton
Meet at the ferry dock at the foot of Bay St. where we will
be catching the ferry to Wards Island.
This is a joint outing with the Toronto Bay Initiative. Enjoy the history
of the islands, gardens and sunset over the city.

CAMPBELL WOODLOT & MOMIJI GDN. - nature walk Scarborough
Leader: Karin Fawthrop
Meet at the northeast corner of Kingston Rd. and Markham Rd.
Bring lunch or be prepared to eat out at the Momiji Centre.
We will explore a mature woodlot, looking for birds and wildflowers and
then visit the gardens at the Momiji Centre.
HIGHLAND CREEK - nature walk Scarborough
Leaders: Carol and Murray Seymour
Meet at the southeast corner of Markham Rd. and Progress Ave.
(just south of Hwy. 401). Bring lunch.
'Thiswalk will involve plenty of hill climbing and perhaps a chance to get
your feet wet as we follow the creek south to Morningside Park.

NEWTONBROOK RAVINE - nature walk East Don tributary,North York
Leader: Alexander Cappell
Meet at the southeast corner of Finch Ave. East and Bayview Ave.
We will be following the ravine south to where it meetsthe East Don Valley.

SIBYLS
Giant sunflowers stoop-shouldered
huddled together like old crones
muttering in the field,
rough leaves drawn about them like c~oaks
against the rising wind.

Louise Herzberg* TFN publications available at TFN office Fridays mornings 9 am to 12 noon.
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JULY OUTINGS (cont'd)

Wednesday
July 26
10 am

Thursday
July 27
6:45 pm

Sunday
July 30
10:30 am

HIGH PARK - insects
Leader: Carol Sellers
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. West
opposite High Park Ave. Bring lunch.
This is an excellent time of year to see insects and learn more about this
fascinating world.

Toronto

WILKET CREEK RAVINE - evening ramble West Don tributary
Leader: Phoebe Cleverley
Meet at the park entrance on the west side of Leslie St.
just north of Eglinton Ave. East.
We wi 11 be walking north to Edwards Gardens so you will get to see two
contrastingways our parklands are managed.

G. ROSS LORD PK.- nature walk West Don
Leaders: Colleen Prentice & Heather Mackey
Meet the the entrance to the Environment Canada Building on
the east side of Dufferin St. (north of Finch Ave. West).
Bring lunch.
We will be shown some rehabilitationwork around the grounds of the government
offices before exploring the many habitats of G. Ross Lord Park •

J>

A i~af from Diana Banville's sketchbook (Cassell's Gardens _
(a TFN Nature ~rts Outi~8) York Cemetery Aug.3;1996)
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TFN OUTINGS
REMEMBER: Children and visitors are welcome on all outings but please, NO PETS!
To get to outings on time, check TIC routes and schedules by calling 393-4636.
Check the weather by calling 661-0123 so you will know what to wear on outings which
go rain or shine.

* Wednesday
August 2
10:30 am

Friday
August 4
6:45 pm

Saturday
August 5
10:30 am

* Monday
August 7
8:30 am

Wednesday
August 9
10:30 am

ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk
Leader: Robin Powell
Meet at the northeast corner of Sheppard Ave. East and
Meadowvale Rd. Bring lunch and extra water.
This will be a long walk through the wild and hilly landscape of the Rouge.

NORDHEIMER RAVINE - evening ramble
Leader: Ruth Munson
Meet at the subway exit on the south side of St. Clair Ave. West
just east of Bathurst St.
This very urban ravine still has 1IU.Ichof interest for naturalists -- especially
now that efforts are being made to renaturalize it.

MONTGOMERYINN - nature arts
Leader: Andrew White
Meet at the northeast corner of Islington Ave. and Bloor St. West.
Bring what you need for photography, sketching or painting, and anything you
wish to show the group when we compare our morning's work after lunch.
Bring lunch.

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds & butterflies
Leader: Ann Gray
Meet at the foot of Leslie St., about a 20 minute walk south
from Queen St. East.-
Bring lunch and extra water as well as binoculars.
This is a good time of year to see butterflies and some birds are beginning
to migrate south.

HUMBERVALLEY - heritage walk Humber
Leader: Madeleine McDowell
Meet at the Old Mill subway station. Bring lunch.
We will be visiting the part of the Humberknown well by Agnes Moodie
Fitzgibbon who with her aunt, Catharine Parr Trail created the book
CANADIANWILDF'L.CJWERS.Illustrations came from fl<YWersgrCMing in the Humber.

e-

By my balcony
zooms a busy dragonfly,
strangely nocturnal.

Haiku by Arthur Wade
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AUGUSTOUTINGS (cont'd)

Thursday
August 10
6:45 pm

* Saturday
August 12
10:30 am

Sunday
August 13
1 pm

Wednesday
August 16
10 am

Sunday
August 20
2 pm

* Tuesday
August 22
9:30 am
, ferry
$ . kebc ts

Saturday
August 26
8 am

BELTLINE - evening ramble Toronto
Leader: Nancy Fredenburg
Meet at the Eglinton West subway station.
Wewill follow this abandoned rail line (now a walking trail) east to
Yonge St.

ROUGEVALLEY - nature walk Rouge
Leaders: Carol & Murray Seymour
Meet at the Pearse House on the east side of Meadowvale Rd.
north of Sheppard Ave. East. Bring lunch.
This will be a long walk with lots of hills to climb, and much to see --
manyhabitats including forests, ponds, meadows.

lakeshore, ScarboroughWATERFRONTTRAIL - nature walk
Leader: Joanne Doucette
Meet at the southeast corner of Kingston Rd. and Brimley Rd.
Wewill be walking east, enjoying views of the bluffs which are at their
highes there.

TorontoMOUNTPLEASANT CEMETERY- nature walk
Leader: Roger Powley
Meet at the Davisville subway station. Morning only.
Lots of interesting trees and shrubs to see as well as birds which find
habitat and refuge in this large park-like property.

GARDENS& NATURALIZEDSITES - urban ecology Don tributaries, Toronto
Leader: Helen Mills & others
Meet at the southeast corner of Yonge St. and Albertus Ave.
This is a joint outing with the North Toronto Green Corrm.mity. Wewill
be exploring "lost" sections of MudCreek, Burke Brook and Walmsley Brook
as we walk through the streets of North Toronto.

TORONTOISLANDS - birds & butterflies lakeshore, Toronto
Leader: Ann Gray
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. Bring lunch.
This is a great place to visit in late sunmer when flowers are at their best
and monarch butterflies are beginning to gather.

SAMSMITH PARK - birds lakeshore, Etobicoke
Leader: Andre Vietinghoff
Meet on the south side of Lake Shore Blvd. West at the foot of
Kipling Ave. Morning only.
Birds and butterflies gather along the lakeshore at this time of year. Bring
binoculars and notebooks.

[>

* TIN pUblications available at TFN office on Friday mornings 9 am to 12 noon.

ALL TFN OUTINGS BEGIN AND END AT PUBLIC TRANSIT STOPS.
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AUGUST OUTINGS (cont'd)

Sunday
August 27
10:30 am

Wednesday
August 30
10 am

CENTRAL DON - naturewalk Don, East York
Leader: Ken Cook
Meet at the corner of O'Connor Dr. and Broadview Ave. Bring
lunch.
We will be walking into the valleywhere we will be visitinga number of
habitats-- ponds,a forestand meadows.

TODMORDEN MILLS - naturewalk Don, East York
Leader: Merne Powers
Meet at the entrance to the village on the south side of
Pottery Rd. down the hill from the corner of Broadview Ave.
and Mortimer Ave. Bring lunch. Children are very welcome.
A pond and a river meanderprovidewetlandsto study. There is also a
woodlandtrailand a meadow to visit.

RECREATION AND BIODIVERSITY

Opening forests for recreational use has had a drastic effect on the
lichen and bryophyt~flora, as the increased air circulation alters the
microclimate beyond the limits of tolerance for many species. This
tendency is very noticeable in the sparse flora on tree trunks and
branches in "managed" forests, where the trees have been thinned.
The delicate tissues of most bryophytes and lichens cannot withstand
trampling; so all but a few species disappear from paths, thus removing
the protection from erosion that they had provided. Trails become
excessively muddy under wet conditions when the surface vegetation has
disappeared, leading to more erosion. Extreme muddiness is especially
characteristic of horse trails and of areas where mountain bikes are
in use. The biodiversity of such areas decreases rapidly and many
species become extinct ...• Many people do not realize that bryophytes
and lichens are an essential component of a naturally occurring
balanced ecosystem. They prevent erosion, recycle nutrients, provide
a carbon reservoir, and are important in the development of natural
succession of vegetation. Their small size usually causes them to be
overlooked but their elimination causes a serious reduction in biodiversity
and changes in microhabi tat, resultingin depriva tion for the remaining
organisms.
adaptedand extractedfrom SPECIALPLACES: 1HE Q-lANGINGECOSYSTlliSOF 1HE TORrnro Rfl3ION,

ed. B. Roots et aI, Universityof BritishColumbiaPress, 1999
* mosses, liverworts and hornworts o
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COMING EVENTS
Jim Baillie Memorial Bird walks - aimed at the intermediate birder, but

beginners are welcome - free - events of the Toronto OrnitholigicalClub
e Sat. May 6 from 7:30 am to 12 noon with Bob Yukich - Spring Migration

in High Park. Meet in the parking area inside the Bloor St. West
entrance at High Park.

• Sat. May 13 from 7:30 am to 12 noon with Don Burton - Warblers in
Lambton Woods. Meet in the parking lot at James Gardens (access from
Edenbridge Dr.).

• Mon. May 22 from 7:45 am (all day) with Luc Fazio - Peak Migration at
the Toronto Islands. Meet at the Toronto Islands ferry docks at the
foot of Bay St. to catch the 8 am ferry to Hanlan's Point. Bring a
lunch.
'lliE NEXT JIM BATILIE MEMJR.IALWAlK WILL TAKE PIACE IN SEPI'EMBER.

High Park walking tours - meeting at the south side of the Grenadier Cafe
and Teahouse (across the street at the benches) Sundays at 1:15 pm.
• May 14 - Stroll & Tea on Mothers' Day
• May 28 - spring birds - at 9 am. Bring binoculars
8 June 11 - ~eed workshop. Bring gloves.
e June 25 - art in the park
~ July 9 - ornamental gardens inilie park
8 July 23 - bugs & butterflies. Bring a magnifying glass
a Aug. 6 - une tourn~e de park en francais
• Aug. 20 - 3 centuries of gardening in the park

+ Tuesday evening walk at 6:45 pm
Q June 6 - trees
e June 20 - faerie lore
8 July 4 - bats. Meet at 8:30 pm.
~ July 18 - moths. Meet at 8:30 pm.
8 Aug. 1 - edible & medicinal plants
e Aug. 15 - exploring the park's oak savanna
5 Aug. 29 - native plant nursery tour
COOFIRM DETAILS OF WAlKS BY CALLOC 392-1748.

Spring Fair 2000 - celebrating green community living
9 Don River walk at 10 am beginning at Todmorden Mills and ending at

Riverdale Park East for Fair which runs from 11 am to 6 pm on May 7.
Call 469-2977 for more information.

Toronto Bay Initiative events. Confirm or register by calling 943-8080, ext. 227.
e Sat. May 6 from 9 am to 12 noon - clean up of waterfront
• Sun. May 7 - 9 am to 12 noon - paddle the Don
• Sun. June 11 at 12 noon - Spadina Quay wetland tour
.e Fri. June 16 from 2:45 to 4:45 pm - guided tour of sewage treatment
.e Tues. June 20 from 4 pm to 7 pm - canoe tour of Toronto Is lands
,8 Sun. June 25 from 10 am to 2 pm - walking tour of Oak Ridges Moraine
8 Sun. ~l~from 12:30 pm to 1:45 pm - Toronto Bay boat tour
• Mon. July 2A from 10 am to 4 pm - canoe and clean Toronto Bay
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd)

Casa Lorna gardens - free & open to the public
e Tuesday evenings from 4 pm to dusk from May to October
e Mondays from 9:30 am to4 pm - May 8, June 12, July-1Q, August 14.

Sept. 11, Oct. 16.

Rachel Carson Day - Sat. May 27 at 10:30 am in Queen's Park

Market Gallery on Front St. (above St. Lawrence Market)
o May 5 to June 18 - Course of Action: images of community art in progress
e June 24 to Oct. 29 - Down by the Bay - documents & story of the

Ashbridge family.
Call 392-7604 for more information.

International Bird Migratory Day - Sat. May 13 from 9 am (all day) at
the Toronto Zoo - tours of the Rouge Valley and special events and
displays. Call Andre Vietinghoff at 232-9241 if you are able to help
with our display.

Garden Workshops - June 10, July 8, Aug. 12 at Eglinton Park. All about
organic gardens and heritage seeds. Call Helen Mills at 781-7663 for
details.

Ian Wheal heritage walks
8 Parkdale --Sat. May 13 at 2 pm. Meet at the southwest corner of

Jefferson Ave. and King St. West. We will be looking at the natural
and human heritage of the Ontario Central Prison Grounds.

e Smugglers Cove - Mon. May 22 at 2 pm. Meet at the northeast corner
of Bellamy Rd. and Kingston Rd.

@ Parkdale - Sun. June 25 at 2 pm. Meet on the south side of King St.West
and Roncesvalles Ave. beside the Sunnyside footbridge. This is a
joint outing with the Evergreen Foundation.

~ West Toronto Maria Street streetscape - Sun. July 9 at 2 pm. Meet at
the southwest corner of Dundas St. West and Keele St.

North American Native Plant Society
e spring plant sale - Sat. May 13 from 10 am to 4 pm at the Civic Garden

Centre, 777 Lawrence Ave. East. Call Paul McGaw at 261-6272 for details •
• garden topr - Sat. Aug. 2~ from 10 am to 4 pm. This is a self-guided

tour of private gardens in Toronto for $15. Call Trish Murphy at
233-6507 for more information.

Urban Naturalist tours and workshops in Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario
including tall-grass prairie, aspen parkland and boreal forest. Featured
in August is a trip to a native-run archaeological site and cultural
centre near Fort Frances. For details and calendar of events, please
write to Morris Sorensen at 16 - 1780 Main St., Winnipeg, Manitoba R2V 2Al
or call (204)338-4590. E-mail: urbanat@hotmail.com [Seepages 6 & 7.) 0

mailto:urbanat@hotmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE
Your membership in TFN expires June 30, 2000. To renew it for the year
July 1, 2000 to June 30, 2001, and ensure receiving a September Newsletter,
please send payment by June 30, 2000 to the address on the back of this
newsletter.
Please renew NOW to save us the expense of sending you a renewal notice,
and, please, NO post-dated cheques!
I wish to [

[
] renew
] give a donation

Remittance enclosed in the amount of:
$30 Family (2 adults, same address, children included)
$25 Single $25 Senior Family (2 adults 65+)
$20 Student $20 Senior Single

] $ Donation (tax receipts issued for donations)
Please check your name and address on back page and give us your current
telephone number. Telephone Number _

...................................................................................................
TFN OFFICE - OPEN Friday mornings from 9 am to 12 noon!!!..................................................................................

Wily coyote or crazy fox? Ever wonder whether that was a coyote or fox
you just saw? Chances are you would be able to tell the differenca quite
easily. Although they both belong to the North American canis family,
foxes and coyotes don't share many similarities when it comes to their
appearance. The red fox is a much smaller animal with a rusty, reddish-
brown coat and white markings on its belly, chin and throat. It also
has a bushy red tail with a white tip. The coyote is a larger, much
more dog-like animal ranging between 35-75 pounds, usually with a
greyish-brown coat. Coyotes keep their tails pointed down while standing
and running. Both coyotes and foxes are attracted to city life by the
abundance of available food. The red fox comes out mainly during the
evening hours and does not run in packs like the coyote. Under normal
circumstances, neither animal will approach humans. Caution should be
exercLs ad if any animal appears to be overly friendly and unafraid of
approaching humans or other large animals. While coyotes are not
overly susceptible to rabies, the red fox is prone to serious outbreaks.
The fox is a prey item for the coyote, which in turn provides a
beneficial service to humans in helping to control rabies outbreaks
within Toronto's fox population.

from an articleby JeffreyLund in the FORESf HIlL TOWNCRIER, March 1999 o
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