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DON'T FEED THE ANIMALS
When animals no longer fear humans, and humans no 1onger fear nature,you~re bound to ha th . l' ~h. . . ve e occaS10na 1ncident. 1 e key to encountering
any w1ld an1mal 1S to remember you're in its environment Hhen
animals view people as a food bank, there's bound to be ~rouble.
fran an articleby Ken Beckerin the LONOOt~FREE mESS, Sept. 1, 2001
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TFN MEETINGS
Sunday, October 6, 2002 - THE HEERMANN'S GULL: TORONTO'S HANDSOME STRANGER,

an illustrated talk by Jean Iron, retired school
principal and nature and birding tour leaderat 2:30 pm

at Emmanuel College - Ontario's rarest gull, a Heermann's gull from
75 Queen's Park Cres.,East the Pacific coast of North America, showed up

the Toronto waterfront in November 1999 and
on

VISITORS WELCOME! stayed for 10 months. This presentation documents
an extraordinary relationship with the gull which
developed into a study of Heermann's gull
behaviour, habits and plumage.

+ social hour beginning at 2 pm with free juice
and coffee

~ Queen's Pk. Cr. E.

Meeting Place

NEXT MEETING Sunday, November 3, 2002
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TFN OUTINGS
REMEMBER: Children and visitors are welcome on all outings but please, NO PETS!
To get to outings on time, check TIC routes and schedules by calling 416-393-4636.
Check the weather by calling 416-661-0123 so you will know what to wear on outings
which go rain or shine.

Tuesday
Oct. 1
9:30 am

Saturday
Oct. 5
10:30 am

Oct. 6

Wednesday
Oc t. 9
10 am

Saturday
Oc t. 12
2 pm

\Jednesday
Oc t , 16
1:30 pm

SHERWOOD PARK - nature walk
Leader: Janice Palmer
Meet at the park entrance at the east end of Sherwood Ave.
one block east of Mt. Pleasant Rd. and north of Eglinton Ave.
East.
Join a 2.5 km walk, with moderateclimbing,throughthe park to examineboth
negativeand positive impactsof human activitieson a very popular urban
park. Morning only.

RIVERDALE FARM - nature arts
Leader: Nancy Anderson
Meet at the southeast corner of Winchester St. and Sumach St.
Bring what you need for photography,sketchingor painting,and anythingyou
wish to show the group when we canpareour rrorning'swork after lunch.
Bring lunch.

TFN MEETING (See page 2 for details.)

WYCHWOOD AREA - heritagewalk
Leader: Anne Scott
Meet at the southeast corner of St. Clair Ave. West & Wychwood Ave.
Morning only.

WEST DON LANDS - nature walk
Leader: Alexander Cappell
Meet at the southeast corner of Bathurst St. and Drewry Ave.
which is north of Finch Ave. West.

CHARLES SAURIOL RESERVE - nature walk
Leader: Robin Powell
Meet on the south side of Lawrence Ave. East just east of the
Don Valley Parkway (at the park entrance).

FOR MORE OUTINGS AND MEETINGS, SEE PAGES 4 and 22-23.
t>

These ox-eye daisies' ]
eyes are not very bright and they've
lost their eyelashes!

'----,
Haiku by Helen Juhola
Muskoka, July, 1994
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Sunday
Oct. 20
10:30 am

+
Sunday
Oct. 20
1:30 pm

Wednesday
Oct. 23
1:30 pm

Saturday
Oc to 26
10:30 am

Wednesday
Oct. 30
10:30 am

NATURAL GARDEN - trees& shrubs
Leader: Tom Atkinson
Meet at the southeast corner of Leslie St. and Lawrence Ave. East.
Morning only.

GARRISON CREEK HEADWATERS - urban ecology
Leaders: Dick Watts, Terry McAuliffe & friends
Meet at Humewood Park, on Humewood Dr. north of St. Clair Ave.
West and west of Bathurst St.
This is a joint outingwith the North Toronto Green Corrmunity.
TORONTO HILLS & VALLEYS - landscape& history
Leader: Ed Freeman
Meet at the northeast corner of Bathurst St. & Eglinton Ave. West.
Walk will end at the City of Toronto Archiveswith a short slide presentation
by the leaderand a talk about how our hills& valleyswere formed.

ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk
Leader: Robin Powell
Meet at the northeast corner of Sheppard Ave. East and
Meadowvale Rd. Bring lunch.
This will be a long walk with hills to climb.

BESTVIEW/DUNCAN CREEK PARK - birds
Leader: Carol Sellers
Meet at the northwest corner of Finch Ave. East and Leslie St.
Bring lunch and binoculars.

THE ACADIAN
FLYCATCHER
is a rare
Toronto
visitor

similar to
the alder,
v i a i ov and
least
flycatchers
- but with
the distinct
song:

"peet-sa!"

(SE:e TFN 508:10)

o
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Many times this summer I longed for winter's returning. I was able to
find some relief from the heat and humidity in the TFN's office on
Carlton St. I wasn't alone there. Even though we don't have monthly
meetings or publish the newsletter during the summer months, never-
ending administration tasks still need to be done to keep the TFN's
operations running smoothly. Volunteers often come to the office for
this work, e.g., editing of themailinglist.slide/photo library
maintenance, preparation of speaker/outings programs for the new year,
publicity committee work, and nature reserves administration. These
tireless volunteers don't get the recognition they deserve.
The TFN is about to start some major maintenance work at the Jim Baillie
Nature Reserve. The fence and gate along the north boundary will be
replaced. One more work party this fall should complete the installation
of new duckboard on the trails. We continue to look for suitable
properties for sale in the vicinity of the 3 existing reserves and on
the Oak Ridges Moraine itself. Very few have been identified. A TFN
member, who lives near the Emily Hamilton nature reserve, has initiated
another approach to expanding our nature reserves. Based on local
zoning maps which show environmental protection areas, blocks of land had
been identified which appear to be suitable additions to our existing
properties. The landowners will be approached to see if they would be
willing to sell them to us. Three properties have already been identified
in the ESA south of the Emily Hamilton Nature Reserve. More about these
properties in a future newsletter.
The Toronto Official Plan, the first official plan for the amalgamated
City of Toronto, was issued for public review last June. This plan is a
lengthy statement of what kind of city Toronto will be in the 21st
century. The new Official Plan is a vision for Toronto to ensure it
remains an attractive and safe city. We are concentrating our review on
policy proposals in those areas that deal with environmental protection
i.e., 1) Toronto's Green Space System and Waterfront, 2) Parks and Open
Spaces, 3) The Natural Environment, 4) Parks and Open Areas, and
5) Utility Corridors. Some long-standing concerns for environmental
protection don't appear to have been addressed. More about this in a
future newsletter.

Robin Powell o

I began to suspect that for many, "the wild" has been translated
into proving one's manhood through overcoming physical difficulties
in places where there's no help to be had if things go wrong.
from ''WILDS'I'CNE HEART: AN APPRENTICEIN THE FIELDS"by SharonButala,

HarperFlamingoCanada,2000
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FOR READING
M. Yano suggests: BIRD TRACKS & SIGNS: A GUIDE TO NORTH AMERICAN SPECIES

by Mark Elbroch with Eleanor Marks, Stackpole Books, 2001; 480 pages,
425 colour photographs, 170 drawings; $34.95 U.S.

"WhereveL a bird goes, it leaves some clue of its passing. In that clue
an entire story is told, a mystery is there waiting to be solved. Any
form of tracking studied in depth will allow us to predict where and when
a bird (or any other creature) will arrive next so if we miss seeing it the
first time, we can know where to find it next time."

Jean McGill suggests: THE ENDS OF THE EARTH: A JOURNEY TO THE DAWN OF THE
21ST CENTURY by Robert Kaplan, Random House of Canada Ltd., about 1996.
"The author, a journalist, who has covered assorted wars over the years,

undertakes a survey of conditions from Sierra Leone to Egypt, Middle
East, ••• China, India and further. Most of his findings are a tale of
despair from assorted causes, but in the centre of India he finds a unique
situation invented and functioning using all aspects of the environment."
+
SONGBIRDS, TRUFFLES, AND WOLVES: AN AMERICAN NATURALIST IN ITALY by Gary

Paul Nabhan, Pantheon Books, a division of Random House Inc., c,1993.
" The author, naturalist, research director for Native Seeds/SEARCH,
writer-in-residence associate for Conservation International, in 1991 was
awarded the Premier Gaia, by the Sicilian government as one of several
activists working toward "a culture of nature". Nabhan set out to follow
in the steps of St. Francis of Assisi, walking nearly 200 miles from
Flo'L"enceto Assisi, "reading" the landscape as an ethnobotanical field
trip. He and a companio~who knew much of the European landscape, travelled
backroads and remote areas. t>

The
BROWN THRASHER

is observed all
months of the
year, though
rare in winter.
It is a confirmed
breeder here.
In song, it
usually repeats
each phrase twice.

TORONTO REGION RECORDS

(Drawing by Diana Banville based on a Stephanie Donaldson photo.)
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FOR READING (cont'd)

LINNAEUS: The Compleat Naturalist, by Wilfrid Blunt,
published by Princeton U. Press, 2001, 264 pages

This glossy, newly-designed book is an edition of "The Compleat
Naturalist, a life of Linnaeus", 1971, by the same author. The
Introduction is by Professor William T. Stearn, 2001, an excellent
four-page account of the life of the complex, poetic and keen analyst,
Carol Linnaeus. Elaborating on this (though written ea t Li er) are 24
chapters, broken up into three parts. We follow Linnaeus through his
childhood encouraged by his father, a clergyman gardener-botanist,
through his difficult journeys in the pursuit of his calling, eventually
becoming a Doctor of Medicine and writing on all life forms known at
the time (the 1700s). We become acquainted with the man also through
the illustrations in the book -- including portraits painted and/or
engraved (in those days before photography) of Linnaeus, of his
family and of those who influenced him and his benefactors. Does the
name Rudbeck ring a bell? Included are some of his own sketches --
no draughtsman, Linnaeus, still he got some ideas expressed this way.
Flora being his deepest passion, the book includes a considerable
quantity of references in this category, but stresses historical and
comprehensive-nature aspects. The plates of wildflowers included by
masters of the era are beautiful and genuine. Some helpful maps are
included, as well as a 3-page index (for which I was grateful), author's
bibLiography as well as that on Linnaeus himself, and his chronology.
Two appendices are included, one dealing with Linnaean classification
written by the late Professor Stearn, and the other by C. J. Humphreys
of the National History Museum, on Systematics and taxonomy generally.
Though a scholarly book, ~ few errors are encountered; e.g. on page 16,
for "lances" try reading "lancet". On page 101 in a list of exotic
plants, "protects" perhaps "proteas" was intended. Some references are
obscure, but most are explained in the text. References are made to the
history (not much natural history) of "Linnaea borealis" which we know
in the Ontario form as "twinflower". The dust jacket shows a concept
of the young Linnaeus in Lapland dress holding this wildflower against
a background of the title page of one of his own books.
Even the bibliographies are in systematic order. However, the use of
all alphabetical symbols is confusing -- the primary alphabetical and
the secondary numeral might be easier to follow -- particularly since
the secondary symbols are in bold type. If you are into languages,
particularly Latin and Greek mythology and history, lore, art and
poetry, as they relate to Nature, you will find many s~rprises in this
book. It can be viewed as an adventure-story or textbook for study.

Diana Banville o
Picking wild apples,
proteins worming their way in.
Healthy apple sauce.

Haiku by Therese Paradis
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AUTUMN COLOUR
Each fall we are presented with one of nature's great spectacles. The
summer green of our trees will be replaced with a symphony of colours,
ranging from yellows and rusty browns to reds and purples. The change
to bright fall colours, which started in August in northern forests,
moves south as days shorten and the air cools. While trees in northern
towns, such as Kapuskasing, reach peak colours in mid-September,
Huntsville is surrounded by hills of red sugar maple at Thanksgiving.
Here along The Don, at the northern edge of the Carolinian zone, full
colour comes later, in October.
White ash is one of the earliest trees to change, showing colour by
mid-September and completing leaf-fall early in October. By that time
the colour change of other trees will be well along the way. Along city
streets, our native sugar maple turns earlier than the introduced Norway
maple. Oaks tend to be later. While the peak colour may be as late as
the third week of October, by early November nearly all trees have shed
their leaves except for the odd willow and a few oaks that hold on to
brown leaves till spring.
Contrary to popular belief, frost does not cause the colour changes of
autumn. In fact, early frosts can kill leaves, leaving them shrivelled
and brown. As the days grow shorter and cooler towards the end of
summer, broad-leafed trees grow a layer of corky cells at the leaf base
which cuts off nourishment and provides a weak point allowing the dead
leaf to break off and fall .. As water and minerals are lost, chlorophyll
breaks down and with its disappearance, the green colour fades, revealing
underlying colours. The yellows and oranges come from carotenes and
xanthophylls and the brown and rusty colours from tannins. On the other
hand, the crimson, red and purple pigments are anthocyanins, which were
not present in the leaf earlier, but result from chemical changes in the
dying leaves.
The change varies from tree to tree depending on inheritance, soil
conditions, disease and the weather. Trees on dry hills especially at the
end of a long dry summer turn early. Dark and rainy days can reduce the
brilliance of the foliage and shorten the period of leaf fall. On the
other hand there are dark days in the fall when the leaves can look
especially saturated with colour.
froman articleby PeterHare, in BROO BAGZTHE OON, Fall 2001 o

INDIAN SUMMER
Those soft calm days of November or late October -- the frosty nights,
misty mornings, and warm days when the sun veiled by the smoky atmosphere,
looks red and strange, yet not inspiring fear -- day after day of changeless
calm is_W.it the natives call Indian summer. "Our summer", they say, "the
month of our harvest of rice, the hunter's month, the fisher's month" --
thus they call the last three months of the year.
fromPEARLS& PEBBLESby CatherineParrTrail,ed, by E. Thcmpson,NaturalHeritageBooks,

Toronto,1999 [1884]



TFN 510 - 9

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY
site drawing by Mary Anne Miller, pen and ink
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THE AGGRESSION OF RED - WINGED BLACKBIRDS
Those noisy blackbirds with their colourful red and yellow wing tabs are
familiar to many of us who wander the Humber Valley and similar places in
and around Toronto. These male sentinels of trees, brush and cattails
break the silence no matter where we walk, invading our thoughts with
their various calls. They are hard to miss and even harder to tune out,
not that we'd want to. However, they are fiercely territorial, hence one
male per tree, but of late I have observed several incidents where their
aggression was comical. In each case, I have wished for a camera to
capture the incident but will now settle for words.
The first incident occurred in May at Humber Bay Park, south of Parklawn,
where I was meandering close to the inland ponds, the better to observe
wildflowers. I was observing some cormorants in the distance, when I
was dive-bombed by a shrieking blackbird. Startled, I instinctively
ducked, as my short hair was lifted by the invader's claws. However, it
was the previously unheard and unusual shriek close to my ear, delivered
with no warning, that had the hair on the back of my neck rising in
prickly protest. I understood immediately that I was likely standing a
little too close to an unseen nest site and the aggressive bird was only
protecting its own. But it happened three times before I could remove
myself to a safe enough distance, and each time my body reacted
involuntarily with back shivers and hair tingling. Most peculiar indeed
for a seasoned field naturalist. Once I had removed myself to a distance
deemed acceptable by the bird, it resumed calling and I smiled as I moved
on to easier views.
The second incident occurred in June almost at the same site but at a
different part of the inland pond. I was quietly observing the pair of
mute swans and their young cygnet as they silently flanked their sale
surviving offspring in these shallow waters, allowing it to gorge itself
on pond weeds while they looked on. I have taken a personal interest in
this family, applauding the birth and survival of this youngster and so
visit them several times per week. It was while I had them in focus that
I saw a red-winged blackbird diving at the male swan's head, actually
attempting to push that strong head underwater by sitting on top of it
with wings flapping furiously. Unperturbed, the swan would drop his head
into the water, whereby the blackbird would falloff, only to remount and
continue its assault a second later. The humour of this interaction struck
me as I realized, even if the silly blackbird did not, that the swan was
being remarkably tolerant of this pest. Himself capable of exhibitions
of aggression and protectiv~ness, the swan was not in the least affected
by the intrusion into his head space, swimming on quietly, concentrating
on his family. Eventually the blackbird flew off but the sight was so
humorous and the lack of a camera was most regrettable.
The third incident of note was along the banks of the Humber River, just
north of James Gardens, at the twin bridges. I had been observing a
heron as it waded along the shoreline, aware of the noisy presence of the
blackbirds in the trees nearby. An overhead movement caught my eye, a
silent airborne pantomime again involving a sometimes aggressive bird and
a red-winged blackbird. A herring gull was being worried by the blackbird,

c-
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THE AGGRESSION OF RED-WINGED BLACKBIRDS (cont'd)

pursued and chased off. The gull was circling and not sensibly removing
itself from the blackbird's airspace and with temerity, the aggressor
dived and plucked at the bird three times its size until it finally gave
up and left. I was .amused that the gull, capable of screeching behaviour
itself, was silently allowing this smaller bird to browbeat it into
absolute silence. Is there such a thing as a pecking order indeed?
The final and I'm sure not the last, incident I have observed was today,
June 25th, between my own border collie and another red-winged aggressor.
As Skye was galloping along the banks of the Humber River, chasing
imaginary sheep, she innocently passed a tree containing a red-winged
blackbird. Shrieking, the bird dived at the dog's head repeatedly,

lifting the soft black hair. She, on the other hand, never broke her
pace, ignored the intrusion, while the ~ were in tandem for severdl
feet until the bird returned to its tree.
I can only assume that it is still close to nesting time and their
territorial instincts are well-honed with displays of aggression and
spunk, taking on anything and everything, regardless of size and
consequences. Are they so indignant that they become blinded by the
possible danger to themselves? Did the bird grapevine fail to warn
them of situations that would be best left alone? It seems from
observing these four unrelated incidents that these birds are
absolutely fearless, plucky and tenacious. Such qualities likely are
necessary to protect their offspring against predators, but a gull, a
swan, a mid-size dog and a grown woman were all reduced to silent
combatants by one small bird. Amazing.

Pat Bolton

"COMMON
BLUE VIOLET"

Our form in Toronto
is usually smooth,
with only the
lateral petals
bearded, the
odd petal often
narrow and
boat-shaped.

Drawing by
Diana B.anvilIe
based on a photo
by Hugh Halliday.

o
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CONUNDRUM

An old nursery jingle goes: "How now, brown cow". I would like to add
one of my own: "i~here will you go, my little doe". Not totally
mindless. In fact, to the point. Where, indeed, will she go?
I had not visited the "wilds" surrounding Meadowvale Cemetery since last
October. We advance apace! The en bloc housing on one side of the road
to the cemetery entrance is now being paralleled on the other. Where
there were goldenrod and teasel and, alas, drifting garbage, there will
be a massive housing estate ("3-Car Homes" reads the proud enticement on
the billboards). A medium-sized shopping centre has also blossomed at
the bottom of this road. The south perimeter of the cemetery itself has
similar activity beside it, possibly for a private house or two. (Bear
with me -- all this detailing of the advance of civilization does have
purpose.)
Threading my way carefully between vehicle ruts, I reached the undeveloped
'back lot' of the cemetery, which is presently being flattened alld filled
in at a fast pace. En route I had marvelled at the countless deer tracks.
And there, without warning, she wa~! A splendid young doe. She immed-
iately bounced off, her white f Lag of a tail jutting heavenwards. "\VeIl,
I've seen t.hat!" I congratulated myself and wandered on, only to
encounter her again, several yards away, watching my progress. Once more
she made off. To wait, and repeat the inspection.--She had no fear, only
curiosity -- which does not bode well for her survival as the human
encampment encroaches. She finally lost interest and this time dis-
appeared entirely.
Back to my nursery rhyme. Where, ultimately, will she go? The area is
bounded to the south by the highway, traffic spied through the trees,
its noise heard through everything. Planes constantly boom overhead
and cemetery authorities appear to be planning to render most of this
still natural area into a fit resting place for the dead. Unoccupied
land is shriI~ing by the month. My doe can, of course, go across the
rail line into the small remnant of forest bordering the Credit River.
She can, indeed, cross the river and take to the bush on the other side.
Though what lies behind that in the shape of development, I do not know.
It is the old conundrum. We assume the right, living or dead, of endless
encroachment upon the space of other creatures. And, no, I have no
solution. Only a fear and sadness for the vibrant creature I saw today
who is as desirous as are we of her place and space in the sun.

Eva Davis o

Chatty crows drifting
through the city's golden
happily southward-bound.

leaves

haiku by Arthur F. Wade
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IN THE NEWS
SALMONELLA OUTBREAK
This past winter, FeederWatchers from east to west, but especially in
Ontario, reported dead and dying birds at their feeders. These common
redpolls, pine siskins, American goldfinches, pine grosbeaks, and house
sparrows likely suffered from Salmonellosis, a bacterial infection that
is spread by fecal contamination of seed and pe~ches. Signs of illness
include listlessness, ruffled feathers, and swollen eyelids. Such an
outbreak is a natural occurrence and will likely,haveno long-term impact
on bird populations.
from End-of-SeasonNews Notes by BeckyWhittam,in BIROOATCH, Spring 2002

~TO prevent the spread of salmonellosis, people should:
Wear rubber gloves if handling dead birds or cleaning feeders
or bird baths.
Disinfect bird feeders and bird baths using a 10 per cent chlorine
bleach solution and 90 per cent water to minimize the spread to
other wild birds; rinse with clear water and dry feeders before
adding feed.
Use a bucket to wash birdfeeders; do not use the kitchen sink.

Use a scoop or wear gloves when handling feed or loading feeders.
Always wash hands with warm soapy water following these activities.

Cats and dogs may get sick from eating birds that are dying or have
died from salmonellosis. Pet owners should contact their veterinarians
if they suspect their domestic animals have been affected by the disease.
The source of salmonellosis is undetermined. It is a common disease in
birds in winter. The most recent major outbreak of the disease occurred
in 1998. Redpolls were the principal species affected, and the disease
was confirmed in locations from northern Saskatchewan to the Maritimes
and south into the mid-western and northeastern United States.
The public is asked to report dead or sick bird sightings to:

~ Dr. Doug Campbell, Canadian Co-operative Wildlife Health Centre,
~ (519) 823-8800, Ext.4556.

froman articlein'lliEOROIID (Peterborough)Vol.48, No.2,March 2002.

ON THE LOSS OF BIODIVERSITY
In literature one might.argue that future generations, tired of last
year's trends, can return to the shelf, and if the librarians have done
their job, the old books, though dirty and a little damp, will still be
there. In biology, however, the books of life are burning before they
can be catalogued, let alone read and studied.
fromNAOCKOV"SBWES: 'lliESCIENTIFICODYSSEYOF A LITERARYGENIUSby Kurt .Johnsonand

SteveCoates,McGraw-Hill,1999
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd)

HOW SEPT.ll SOLVED A WEATHER MYSTERY
In the days after the deadly attacks of Sept. 11, climatologists finally
had a chance to solve a great mystery of the field: Do the icy trails
of condensation spewed out by airplanes affect the weather? The
condensation trails, known as contrails, keep the temperatures cooler in
the day and warmer at night. The difference is great enough to have a
negative effect on some U,S. crops. Grapes and cranberries, for example,
need cold nights to develop full flavour. It's also enough to disturb
some ecosystems that rely on greater temperature extremes through the day
and night to regulate themselves.
Since the late 1950s, airplanes have flown so continually over the United
States that it was impossible to produce a climate model that would strip
out the effects of contrails. Then came Sept. 11. Airplanes in and out
of the United States were grounded for three days. Contrails start out
as clouds of water droplets and small pollutants from the plane's engine,
as well as a small amount of gases. But the gases soon dissipate and
within seconds, the droplets turn to ice crystals. These crystals hook
up with more and more moisture in the atmosphere and become visible to
someone standing on the ground as markers of where the plane has been.
Sometimes there are as many as a hundred contrails over a busy city such
as Vancouver.
The high temperatures were higher without the contrails. The low tempera-
tures were lower. Overall, the difference between high and low was
1.1 degrees Celsius greater during the days without airplanes than during
those with them. In places where contrails tend to be concentrated, for
example in the U.S. Midwest, the northwest and northeast, the difference
between high and low temperatures was about two degrees. In weather terms,
this is huge. Air traffic over the United States has doubled in the past
20 years and is expected to double again by the middle of this century.
That could mean even greater effects on agriculture and ecosystems. The
question of how the contrails fit into the science of global climate
change is still a mystery. Contrails have long been considered a wild
card in the climate models.
froman articleby AlannaMitchell,in'lliEGLOBEAND MAIL,May 8, 2002

ALASKAN GLACIAL MELT
Alaska's glaciers are melting so rapidly that they are now responsible
for at least 9 per cent of the rise in global sea level during the past
century. The glaciers are melting at twice the rate of 40 years ago, and
add more than 1 mm each year to overall sea levels. While the amount is
seemingly small, it has profound implications for areas with flat coast-
lines and estuaries. During the past three decades, Alaska has experienced
an increase in its annual mean temperature equalling four times the
average global rise.
froman articleby SteveNewman in 'lliETORONfOSTAR,July 27, 2002
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd)

ANTARCTIC ICE CAN MELT FAST, STUDY SHOWS
During the waning days of the last ice age about 14,200 years ago, the
Earth's sea levels experienced a massive and abrupt rise of more than
20 metres over a SOO-year period. However, the meltwater pulse 14,000
years ago coincided with a period somewhat similar to today. There were
increasing temperatures, rising sea levels, and more atmospheric carbon
dioxide, one of the major greenhouse gases. Just before the prehistoric
collapse of the Antarctic ice sheets, carbon dioxide levels had risen by
about 50 parts per million in the atmosphere. Since the industrial
revolution, levels have risen by even more, by 85 ppm.
This has been the warmest winter on record in wide areas of Canada. An
area around Prince Edward Island, the southwest tip of Newfoundland, and
Cape Breton Island saw no ice. In a normal year there is thick pack ice
throughout March and into early April, giving seals sufficient time to
allow their young to grow strong enough to survive in the ocean. The
species is highly dependent on having the right ice conditions for the
survival of its young. Newborn pups require at least 12 days on the
ice to complete nursing and normally take about three weeks to completely
moult their white-coated pelts. Any whitecoat pups left on the ice over
the last week or so would have perished.
from an articleby MartinMittelstaedt,in THE GLOBE AND MAIL, March 29, 2002

WEST NILE VIRUS FEAR GROWS
Health officials stress not all species of mosquitoes bite humans; some
just bite birds. And even when infected mosquitoes do bite humans, very
few people develop any symptoms. People should not panic. The risk of
contracting West Nile virus is very low. But with the virus spreading
rapidly throughout the United States, officials admit it's only a matter
of time before people here become infected. People who become infected
with the virus can have few or mild symptoms, or not even know it. In
some rare cases, especially among those with weakened immune systems, it
can become severe, leading to encephalitis, an inflammation of the brain.
Although there have been no humans infected in Canada so far, the virus has
been found in dead birds and mosquitoes in Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba.
Canada's West Nile expert believes the virus will become endemic in the
United States, and is likely here to stay. Scientists have already
determined the virus is capable of remaining in adult mosquitoes over the
winter.
The disease is spread to humans when an infected mosquito bites them.
Biting infected birds, notably crows, infects mosquitoes. Health
officials emphasize people should reduce their risk of being bitten by
wearing protective clothing and using insect repellent. As well, people
should eliminate standing water around the house, such as birdbaths or
wading pools where mosquitoes can breed.
from an articleby VanessaLu, in THE TORONrO SfAR, August10, 2002

L>
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THE GREEN GOES GREEN
To encourage courses to go green, the Royal Canadian Golf Association
(RCGA) helped bring the Audubon Co-operative Sanctuary Program for
Golf Courses to Canada in 1996. Despite its name, the program is not
affiliated with the National Audubon Society. Indeed, environmentalists
consider the program lax: enrolled courses conduct self-audits, which
remain confidential, and may still use pesticides. For all that latitude,
courses have been slow to sign on -- just 13% of RCGA's 1,650 member clubs
have anted up for the $200-a-year program, and only 27 have achieved
certification.
Courses will soon face legislative pressure to get with the program.
Some 48 municipalities across Canada are considering bans on "cosmetic"
pesticides, and the federal government's Pest Management Regulatory
Agency is re-evaluating several older pesticides. One being phased out,
diazinon, an insecticide used on courses, had "a fairly horrendous record
with bird kills". Chlorpyrif05, still a golf mainstay, can incapacitate
birds that merely walk on it. The impact on people is harder to determine.
But one American study conducted from 1970 to 1992 is notable: it found
an increased risk of cancer and nervous-system disease among golf-course
workers.
The most pointed criticism levelled against golf courses is not about
using pesticides but using water -- up to a million litres each a day.
Water-taking by golf courses can jeopardize entire streams.
Chemical Dependency: Even an environmentally conscientious 18-hole
golf course typically uses:

$22,000 per year worth of nitrogen fertilizer
$2,400 per year worth of herbicides
$2,300 per year worth of Lnsec ticides

$11,900 per year worth of fungicides
an ioch - 500,000 litres - of water per day during the season.

from an articleby MargaretWebb in REKlRTOO BUSINESSMAGAZINE,Sept. 2002

Since there are so few controls on the landowner beyond the
community's disapproval (which works for many people but has
absOlutely no effect on the worst of~enders) and the requirements
of the market, any environmental organization whose primary aim is
preserving biodiversity is bound to be viewed with, at least,
apprehension and, at most, with hatred.
from \ill.D sroNE HEART: AN APPRENI'ICE IN TIlE FIELDS" by SharonButala,

HarperFlamingoCanada, 2000
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ONTARIO AIR WORSE THAN IT APPEARS
The truth about the air we breathe in Ontario is about to be revealed
as Ontario upgrades its Air Quality Index (AQI) to better reflect
actual levels of poison. For the first time, it will begin reporting
levels of "fine particulates" -- microscopic fragments of dust, fumes
and chemicals that invade our lungs and can cause a host of health
problems from asthma to cancer to heart attacks.
Currently, smog warnings are triggered in summer due to high levels of
ozone, a gas that peaks between May and September. Expanding the index
to include fine particulates, which can soar throughout the year, will
mean "poor" air days could happen any time, including the depths of
winter. And bad air can take a heavy toll. Public health authorities
blame air pollution for an average of 1,000 premature deaths each year
in Toronto.

No one really knows what level of air pollution is safe. While the AQI
has been telling us our air quality is "good" or "very good" almost all
the time, studies show that thousands of Ontarians are dying prematurely
or being hospitalized each year due ~smog~related pollutants. Adding
fine particulates to the index should increase the number of smog
warnings and potentially double the number of "poor" air quality days in
Ontario, experts say. According to one proposed method of measurement,
Toronto would have pollution levels posing a "high" or "extreme" health
risk one day out of every four.
Pollutants measured in the AQI include sulphur dioxide, ozone, nitrogen
dioxide, carbon monoxide and total reduced sulphur compounds. Fine
particulates, spit from vehicles, factories and coal-fired power plants,
take to the air in the form of solid particles or fine liquid droplets.

Among the more troubling findings in North American studies is evidence
of dramatic physical changes in young people as a result of pollution.
A 1996 Health Canada study showed long-term exposure to bad air can
affect lung growth, development and function in children. Smog not only
makes asthma worse, but may actually create asthmatics. On most days,
pollutant levels are just as high -- or even higher -- in rural Ontario
as in downtown Toronto. Air currents carry toxins far and wide, much
of them coming from smoke-belching factories and power plants in the
United States. There's nowhere you can move to. It doesn't matter
whether it's London, Peterborough or even Dorset, you're going to be
subject to this problem.
from an articleby RobertCribb, in 'lliE 1DR0Nr0 SfAR, August17, 2002 t>

Flying through the clouds
at the subway open cut.
Fog over the valley.

Haiku by Diana Banville and
Helen Juhola, Sept. 29, 1999.
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ONCE PROUD THEATRE GOES BY THE BOARDS
The 1,400-seat amphitheatre, in the heart of Earl Bales Park, east of
Bathurst and south of Finch, largely sits idle. Speculated to have cost
$2 million to construct, it last saw the type of performances for which
it was designed about four years ago when its resident company disbanded
for lack of funds. Judging by the broken glass between the slats of the
stage and the wasp nests directly beneath the players, the amphitheatre
has seen little legitimate use since. The once-useful lighting units,
abandoned to a musty dressing room below stage by the former proprietors,
have been made useless by water damage and encroaching nature. With no
company interested in taking up permanent residence, there is no money
in the parks budget for its renewal.
froman articleby ClarieMartin in the NOR']}! YOOKMIRRCR,August14, 2002
THE PLANT SEVEN STATES WANT TO STIFLE
The existence of a native of central Asia that was probably introduced as
an ornamental a century ago, was confirmed in Massachusetts after state
officials determined a plant that had caused blisters to a landowner was
the giant hogweed. The plant has been found in six other states, all of
which have extermination programs underway. It is also found in Ontario
but is not designated a noxious weed and is not prevalent.
It is not clear how the giant hogweed, native to the Caucasus region of
central Asia between the Caspian and Black seas, came to North America.
Resembling a gigantic Queen Anne's lace, the umbrella-shaped blossom can
be more than one-half metre across, the leaves 1.5 metres across, and the
stalk 10 centimetres across. The sap of the plant contains furomarin, a
chemical that destroys the skin's ability to block the ultraviolet rays
of the sun. Cases of contact have sent some children to the hospital with
severe blistering.
froman articleby David Arnoldin THE TORONIDSTAR,August3, 2002

BROADMINDED.:.ROBINS·
The North American robin is one of the most widespread birds on the
continent. The thrush is found in every corner.
all songbirds to nest, robins begin building 'nests
Carolinas in mid-March. At the northern extreme,
they nest in mid-June.
froman articleby MichaelKesterton,in THE GLOBEAND MAlL,March 21, 2002

Among the earliest of
in Georgia and the
in Canada and Alaska,

PROVINCE TO BAN MOST PESTICIDES BY 2005
The Quebec government is banning the use of many pesticides over the next
three years. Chemicals, such as 2-4-D and arsenic will be banned from
all public space, as well as private and commercial lawns. The ban will
protect children.
froman articlein MEIROTODAY,July 4, 2002
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FINDING OUT JUST HOW GREEN TORONTO REALLY IS
Friends of the Don East has begun 'Yes, Trees Count' program, which will
seek to create an inventory of trees on private properties throughout the
city. It's basically a new program based on the Neighbourhoods p~og!aID~
developed at the University of Toronto by Dr. Andrew Kenney. The program
was developed for laypersons, with limited training, to use simple methods
and choices to collect data about the condition of their community trees.
This information would then allow communities to plan the protection and
enhancement of their own urban forests.
What volunteers will be trained to do is record the precise location of
each tree on any given property; the surroundings affecting the tree;
the species, size and health and condition of the tree; and conflicts
from such things as buildings and overhead wires. Assessments should
only take three or four minutes per tree. Neighbourhoods that will be
looked at in the first round of assessments will be ones that are
environmentally friendly, which should go a long way in creating a
support network to get the study off the ground.

~ Yes, Trees Count'is looking for volunteers to help out with
V'Those interested should call 416-406-4371 or 416-466-9153.

froman articleby Ken Shularin'lliEBLCX:R-ANNEX 'IU.M CRIER, August2002

the study.

GLENDON RAVINE, WEST DON, with fiddleheads ... Phoebe calling.
Field drawing by Diana Banville, May 7, 1994.



TFN 510 - 20
IN THE NEWS (cont'd)

THE SOUND OF SILENCE IS CAUSE FOR ALARM
This summer I haven't heard a single nighthawk from my backyard in
Riverdale. Naturally, once you notice you're not noticing something,
you try harder. Maybe some of you in other neighbourhoods can hardly
hear yourself think over the yammer of nighthawks -- let me know, would
you? It would make me feel better. My silent August evenings have me
flipping through worst-case scenarios. What's the story here? The
nighthawk's call, by the way, isn't something that makes you want to
sing along. They're related to whippoorwills, whose voices always
manage to set country songwriters longing, for this or that, but musical
talent missed their side of the family. The nearest I can come to
describing it is to suggest you imagine the sound a closet door whose
hinges have rusted shut makes when you pry it open. I notice something
like that. And when I don't,I know it. And whatever's going on makes me
nervous.
from an articleby SL:rn:;ER, in THE TORONI'OSTAR, August 15, 2002
Coornent:Not only are nighthawksmissing iran downtown,but chimney swifts too have become

rare over the downtownstreets. Has anyone else noticed this?
H.J.

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETTER
Requested: Essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 300 words),
poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings.

SUbjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, especially reports
of personal experiences with wildlife, including locations, dates, and any sources
consulted.

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions can be
acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and date of each clipping.

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at least six
weeks before the month in which the event is to take place.

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists
2 Carlton St., #1519
Toronto, Ont. M5B 113

Editor: Helen Juhola
Poetry, Art and Nature Observations: Diana Banville
Assistants: Patricia Brind, Eva Davis, Karin Fawthrop, Nancy Fredenburg,

Toshi Oikawa,Marilynn Murphy, Robin Powell
Printer: DM Printing
Mailer: Perkins Mailing Services

o
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR)

October 2001, Toronto
October was changeable and marked by beneficial rains. Six days had over
5 mm of rain, fairly well-distributed through the month, as frontal
boundaries were active and moisture streamed north from the Gulf of Mexico.
There were some distinct changes in temperature from day-to-day. The most
outstanding example of this was the high of 27.1°e on October 3rd. A
couple of fronts later brought a chilly Thanksgiving weekend with frost in
the suburbs (downtown narrowly missed frost) and traces of snow. Several
centimetres fell as far south as Barrie with lake effect bands off
Georgian Bay.
Strong winds also came time to time with the fronts: notably on Oct. 17th
and Oct. 25th, Oct. 26. ,Sustained winds in the 50-60 km/h range and
gusts of 80-90 km/h were featured.
As a whole, the monthly temperatures were about l°e above the 30-year
average, and precipitation was decidedly above normal. Rainfall amounted
to 108.8 mm at Pearson and 118.6 mm downtown -- the highest since 1995
when the remains of Hurricane Opal drenched Toronto. It was cloudy with
121.4 hours of sunshine (normal being about 150 hours), and windy. The
average windspeed at Toronto Island was 17.1 km/h, 1 km/h above average
and the highest since 1998. Pearson's wind speed averaged 16.9 km/h, the
fourth highest on record and the highest since 1958.

Gavin Miller o

..---

ADULT AND IMMATURE RING-BILLED GULLS at Old Mill Bridge.
(In the background, purple loosestrife and Joe-pye weed
were in bloom.) Field sketch by Diana Banville.

- {
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COMING EVENTS
Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks - Toronto Ornithological Club - outings

are aimed at the intermediate birder, but beginners are also welcome •
• Sat. Oct. 5 from 8 am (all day) with Verna Higgins -- Late Migration

at Toronto Islands. Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St.
to catch the 8:15 ferry to Hanlan's Point. Bring a lunch. Free.

Citizens Concerned about the Future of the Etobicoke Waterfront
e Sat. Oct. 5 from 9 am to 11 am with Don Burton at Col. Sam Smith Park

to look at birds. Meet in the parking lot at the foot of Kipling Ave •

.Heritage Toronto walks
$ Sun. Oct. 6 at 1:30 pm - Thompson Park/St. Andrews Pioneer Settlement

Meet in parking lot beside museum complex in park, northeast of Lawrence
Ave. East and Brimley Rd.

e Bat. Oct. 12 at 1:30 pm - Hurricane Hazel. Meet at the Old Mill subway
station.

Call 416-338-3886 for more information.

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority
e Sat. Oct. 19 from 9 am to 11 am at Tommy Thompson Park. All about

bird banding. Meet at the foot of Leslie St.
Call 416-661-6600 for more information. [extension 5660]

Toronto Entomologists Association meeting
& Sat. Oct. 26 at 1 pm in Room 119 of the Northrop Frye Building, 73

Queen's Park Cres. East. Call 905-727-6993 for more details.

Mycological Society of Toronto
$ Meetings and forays to look for mushrooms
Call 416-444-9053 for information.

Rouge Valley Conservation Centre - guided theme walks
o Sun. Oct. 13 at 1 pm to 3 pm - fall colours and salmon run

Meet at Pearse House on the east side of Meadowvale Rd. north of
Sheppard Ave. East. Call 416-282-8265 for more details.

Ian Wheal Heritage Walks
GSat. Oct. 26 at 1:30 pm - Lost Sagebrush Prairie of Rjmnyme de ,

Mee~ at Runnymede subway station entrance. ~

A great many birds and [other] animals are discovering that city
living can be less stressful than a career in the wild. Natural
time scales may differ from ours, but nature's agenda never
changes. It will take over, if it can.
from WILD NIGHI'S:NAIDREREruRNS10 1HE CITY by Anne Matthews,North Point
Press,N.Yo, 2001
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North Toronto Green Community
~ Sat. Oct. 5 at 1:30 pm - Meet Ed Freeman at the Davisville subway

station. Walk will end at Chorley Park.
o Sun. Oct. 20 at 11 am - Upper Taddle Creek with Eduard Sousa

Call 416-599-4171 to register for this walk.
e Sun. Oct. 27 at 2 pm - Burns Creek, a tributary of the Humber River

with Ian Wheal and Richard Anderson. Meet at Steeles Ave. West and
Fenmar Dr.

Royal Canadian Institute - Sunday afternoon lectures on science - free
- at the,J.J.R.Macleod Aud I t.orLum , Medical Sciences Bldg., 1 King's
College Circle, at 3 pm. Call 416-977-2983 for more information •
• Oct. 20 - Transgenic Plants and the Environment- the GMO debate

hots up - Spencer Barrett
• Oct. 27 - The truth about Cinderella - Margo Wilson & Martin Daly

High Park Harvest Festival - Sun. Oct. 6 from 12 noon to 5 pm at Colborne
Lodge. TFN will have a display there. Call Andre Vietinghoff at

, 416-232-9241 if you are interested in helping.

Heritage Toronto - starting at southwestcornerof LawrenceAve. West & BathurstSt•
• The Bathurst/Lawrence Crossroads - Sat. Oct. 5 at 1:30 pm with

Basil Stevens. Call 416-338-0684 for more information.

Market Gallery - From Fine Art to Kitsch: a celebration of CNE art since
1879. Open Wed. to Fri. 10 am to 4 pm; Sat. 9 am to 4 pm; Sun. noon to
4 pm at 95 Front St. East. Call 416-392-7604 for more information.
Show runs from Oct.S to Feb.23. C

April, 2002

Drawn from my living-room window
at 10 PM. The deer was settled in
and was chewing, then it slept.
Location - southwest corner of
Morningside Park, Scarborough.

Anne Leon.

TFN publications, crests, decals and pins as well as art may be purchased
at the TFN office on Friday mornings between 9 am and 12 noon. See back
page for list of publications. Some miscellaneous publications also for
sale such as fern, orchid and goldenrod books from Owen Sound and ~ack
issues of the Ontario Field Biologist.
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