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Anyone rJho r;.Jas afoot the la::t iui:ekenrL, 0ctober 14-15, in,i s: :iany of
the club r,uerc out, must hirvc seen so,rie of the first a.::riva-r-s c,i th,.: ii-rlirbe:: fl-oclir,
Tree sparl&E and juncocs, bu-fflciread.s, mergensers, old squai';, ad gi'ea'ccr scaup,
mixed flocks of uoods d.,;;cllcrs Iikc lrairy i,iood.pcck*rs, bl.oci,-cal tlcd. chiel-ad,-.cs.
crccBcrs and nutiratchcs -vlcrc 3J-I novi;:g Ln. Indecd. tho :lcnc::a.l inprcs;icn i,Jas o-i'

thc arriyal of v,Jintcr.

It vuas vrith ttiis fecling in r,rincr that r,vc d.cciclcii to preparc ancthcr
arrival chart for your u.sc: thrs tinc a lrintcr bir"C chsrt. J;-dging'i:1-'b1.c rcs-
onsc to thc preced"ing iT:irtr-Lr:r charts thc mcmbcrs cf -i;i:e ciub llind. thcse charts
very useful . Accor,ling1.;r, j b is ou.r rrian, gradurr-l 1.;1 to e:;tend the serielr u"-iiil
Jrou have a coinplete tab-Le for al-l- orl-r:tore regi;.}ar birds- F'ol-;his rrason vie

advise the monbers to keep t.he yarious chru:ts as they rpjrcar so that '';1:e1, inry no"o
'the complete table in 'tj.,rte .

In this iiinter FirC Chart sorne 35 species a.re listeo-, This ooos not.
of cou.rser includs all the bir,is llniciL occlr;r ln t:lLj.; lrcL-on du.rir,- tnc l,ri,rter.
There are some constnnt residents lrhich it is not nr:cessarry to nane; And there
&re soiile irrcgular lvintcr visltants tha'b occtl::: so i.r::cl-y thilt 'i;ir,-r::'o is i-c vrlL:-c
in arousing falsc hopc of s,:cln: the,a, Thc 35 spccies ciloscn for the list arrc
typical l.vintcr birds -,vith u^q, itost of- -bhcli arc pr, s, -r'l: in olr-' -r-'cSr on crnl;/ *uri-ng
'bhc r,^tintcr, A fcr,'r havc bccn kncn;ri tc ucst in our - ralr rl-i-i'j-rr*_ thc su.runc::, Thcsc
arc r,iarkcd with an astcrisl< :.s t}:cy arc otr thc R,0" i.2, cl,ccll l-is';. O-rlr.-',:::ily,
houevcr, trIC s.c thc'n only iiL irtintc::. A f cr'; tnat Cr. nc-b brr,oi hcrc c'.'l oJ,'iir as
stragglcrs in tiro sum.rnijr; f or inc'b;rcc, old. s'lu.a1iir go11 cr -c1,'c, gr'cater scaup and.

king cidcr. But, as Tr'r ith tlrr- prcvious Eror-1p, thcrr i:::c i:sscr:.1;,1-il.1-ly vrinto:r l:csicii,.'.*s
$iith us al 1 thc ycer round. cccr:r in consid;r:b1-1r inc::casuC. nr-;I,l'Llcrs C.iii:in3 thc
v'iintcr .oruing to thc inf lu:i of morl, ncrtn:rn ficii1b-.Ts cf tirc il!,-;c jcs. Such hi::ds
Els dcr^,rny r,locdpcckcr, irhitc-brc:r.stcd. nuthateh, bluu jay, black-cappcd. chic)cad.ce
fali into this catcgory,

Thc chart is arrangcd. rn chcck-list ordcr. it sho,rts -iho a-rc:a5;; arrival
datc in thc fali-, thc ear-1..icst f :l-l arr.uil, 'i;hc avcrlaic d.cpartwc-: da.tc in the
springp and thc latcst sprirq; c1abc. .r'1ro Blillic h:s -,:.g:":-n i:rnil-1,/ cc.-opcr-atcci i"r.i

thc preparation of this chart, ,-iis datcs covcr ir Z4-ycilr pr,r.ii.,d" i;iin' arc for an
clcvcn ycar pcrlod. Thc;. i',r'; ;.rr:.ngcd onc a.bcvc thc cthi;r, :rs b;forc, and thc
firc-I cclrrmr.r sho.;,rs thc numbcr of'ycars cacli of us ira;; sccn thc spccics d"r,i:ittg otir
rcspective pcriocls. Th: flcquc,r.clr of obsorvati-cn l;iIL 6ir-c :.rolt sortc irlea of I'vitr.t
cha.nec therc is of sccing i:nj.r prrticul,::: snCeics du.riLrg tltr,';;j.ntcr. Any obscrvcr
lvhc is out rcgulerly ouring thc l'iintcr incnths s;hcu-l ci scc i'; I cr-Lst 50 kinds cj
birds, and. Ls e rulc, rilthcr rtorc taan that,
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Last Sprin" vtc iss.r-co a nunillcr oi cxccrpts lro:n tne Lc';ters of sorae of
our naturalist lri cntrs in t-r,.i ar-ircd forccs. Cllub iricrrtbcf's found. this of intercst,
so vJe havc asscl:tblcd. anothcr scLcction of'such excLi-pts r,,uirich shori that orr f::iends
are finding time to obscnic biris ciren at the battlcfrcnt itscl-f . It is a happy
thought that thcrr nobb)" ci,r- g'ir,-c tia,: even a fc,r'i iltorlcn-Ls of tlic rclaxation thc;r
nccd. sc much. Ti:.c lcttcjrs cortc lran Engiand-, Irar.cc i-.rd. It.J-., so that a x/ide range
of tcrritor-r,. and cxpcri-ence is rc?r.icn j,cd.

Trom Lt.R"G.Giovcr, ifQ -rliil,r Troons, lst Ce.r.fii-r Or,'c::.seas. '?I have kept
a l-ist of the sumrncr migrants and the d"a-bcs I :i'irst safi cr i1cit,id. tncm, but as 1re',1

lvonrt knor,v thc birds it tii hardl;- i;-t.rcst j'ou. Tirc-r.ts, a. ni-j"ti-lgalc sonevrhere
in the scrub aroullo thc hut in w:ric1r I slc;;. Iro,L.i tir,rc--obine onc hcars hi:,r d.urirg
the da-rrr &nd anlr ilecent night hc!ll -r:c singing fron shortJ-.,,--ncfol'c blacl:oub to
about :aid.night (doublc DST midnig;rt, I incan, of co'trsc) . Thc nip;htinga] e stril;es
mc as an ovcr-ratcd singcr. Sorir, of his notcs e1 rc -;r-ri lr]rc iL'[c. sr,,rcc'tr*
tut scne ar:c almost hars-n. iir.ic"rc hc cxccis othcr b:-rd"s is in his vigour - almost
violcncc. Horl irnbccile poct-. ccr-i,d" fa-r.cy thlt tlc:rigiiting,:-ic sang frorrr thc
tend.cr pangs of disappoilted 'l ovr I ca-t?t in:.gi,tc. ".. A bir.d- I l-istcn to lvith
morc intcrcst thrn tlrc l-ii,itingdc, iind for .ill:ton Itl[ lrlorc likcl y to stop and.
stand to listcn, is thc -lackcL- llarblcr".. -ric is uttcrllr difllcrcnt from thc
nightingal-c, Thc nightingalc is akin to thc tirushcs and sharcs thcir habit ol
sittln€ do,,in in onc spot to do :.i stca,d;r job of singi-ng; onl5r lNhcre our song thrush
and bl-ackbird and tho /;rcrican robin 11su_ali;r choosc sorilc high, conspicuous pc::ch, the
nightingale chooscs thc unc,::i-gro1"ith. l:lut ttrc ltiact:cap nci-cr sits doun to sing.
Hc is constantly moving thrcugh thc foliagc, ;i.".bbi:ig a i'at bu_g off thc back of
a lcaf , then uttering a clcar, f iutc-likc phrasc of nt_Lsic. Iii: thcn s1 ips along
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tc another branch, grrabs a fly in passing and pausr:s to spiL} another phrase of
Iiquid. m.usic. in qual-it;r his voicc is r:crhaps akin to the Ba'i timore oriole, but
prrr"r, srrveetcr, Ald al1 oonc so easually. 'iie rs a lazy genius, the blackcap; and

ihc nightingale an' enc::gctic and industrious virtuoso 'tr

From Capt. !'. Banficid-, l?th Cdn' llct. Scc' lia;i ?5, L944 ' I'l havc

shiftcd. my theatrc of oDcratiols sol:tcr;;aat - dcrmr to :r Llllnr/ Ital y in fa'ct' I had e'

grand. sea voyagc doi'un" I-l; r'^;as caltn i';ith bcau'tifuLl;; lva::Ll "";cathcr' Thc sea biros
vrere reaf ty disappointing hol^;cvcr. I sat''r lli-lti-v;a'lcs, 5::catcr rnd' icsscr Blaclcbaclis

and onc lceiand- 
-GuIl 

sciaci,ihcrc of I\.ii.Scotlird.. Thcn a-r-l- llinas of l'ranx Shea:llate:rs:
onc Pctrcl and Gannets as far south ls Gi'bralta:: (mcstl;r ir'uraturc) ' In thc l{cdi-
tcmarrean iiiore Shcan';atcrs arld llcaitcrranci:L i1c::ril5 G;l-Is - c'a::kcr nantlcs and

yel}or,",l f e ct and bil-l"
Sincc I landcd iu ltal )' i Ilevc scon a f cr. :ic"'J iri:rd's, a F'uopean Kite,

}troodchat Shrille, Crcstcd. Lai:-:s, Subalpinc l.'ia::blcrs bci-ng trc highlights ' But I
ear,re li,rncd.iatcly into actio.. ... To-day f had a ll''Iili: in tiic Liri Bivcr - sone fu'n

(except for thc odd dcad" :-lu-l e)".

Fro,rt Cpl.l{i1}r-r, D.S., FC-iI (Engr-rc) Scpto'rbcr 6, L944
l?speaking of using binocui:-i:s in pr:ohibitccl arrc.:s! Frairli Banfield" and l t'ent ('i';ile:r

I,;las do-run South) out in Cctoocr of iest ic:'r e-t l. 5'l srgi:t looliing a-t'?''todells?? and

vJe rJerc ncariy n:,u-lcd in :s ??sl]siicous spi;srr1
l{or,; irr}r big ncus! Esr:cllr-rcr iilrer -,'rc sar,r i. Grc;r-l 3g (goose),rvith a Ci'frada

(goose) at Sunn,vsid.c? i;Icil I sil!, oilc to-ol';- - i-s ir-:'::'ttcr of fact.{ tioLrr ago, and"

.i - j+ o -,q,:qr .+.7ig it ace o:r,:ani;C- a fl-oc:.: of C:rlrda Gccsc. Incid.c-nt:Ii1," thcy arc
IIL fUD *Dq]: DUJ

alL r;ild.. Thc ga,,:rekeeper',r;as tcifirg i,lc thi:,i coiLc cvcrli yci:::-t this tilitc' I 'rcarO
honking l-ast night and ilivcstig::tct1 to-dair' I gucss thc5r just iandeci lasi; night'
Our biilets or,.ericok a L.kc abol.t hltl-f thc sizc of G:rcnadicr (pondL) and 'it really
produces sorfle good" st-rff . Ecsides tnc gccsc tiicrc i,'c:rc ooc"lcs of Grcat Crcsted
Grebes, 300 - 4Q! -61] i:::as, tuf':cC c)-uclrs, pochircl a:lo- coots e;lc. gr'"llinui'cs galorc'
Thc other night I s.:-'': a iloclr cf trurcpc:n Teal- ni;lcd-'Llith r:aliard's, and once before
I sav,; a European 1'lid.gcor.tr

liro::r L/Sgt. Girl-ing, ',r'.G., t Cal..ql-ci "Sqn-, R"C.n.rC.ii. (C.l'l.F')
June 9, L944 (ftafY)

?t l,,Iy orrithotogicLl cxp;ri;r cos sincc lcavir,g Cc'L:,cia hatre bcc-rl lrr:'rly' 
"'l'hilc 

in
England- I ha,1 scvcral occs-lcni cpporturiitics of Lci'.r-ailu; tlic sce cics thcre and I
legan an article tcll ing of solrrc oi rl;. cx--.cri.i1ccs. Sincc a-rriving in ltaly I scnt
that articlc lvhich is strll ",'crlr incoiiiplctc b nli l';ifc at --ciiCou. I nacl sonc vcrlr
good crqrericncc.s with British lrirCs ind tricd -bc sor,:"c C'cg:rcc to irccp a fcl'i notcs'
But that is a. rlrtitcr diffiouit thrlg to do -unca onc novcs ebout so rrluch and lur3gage

is supposed to be at a minirium.
1,451 6*o"tcnccs -,vitl- tsritistr birds ha-,rc stood.,':.e i-n gcod" stead fcr man:\r o'L

my obserr,-ations in lta!.y. Just at thc iioncnt ol -,'';riting a cnafiilch siigs fYon an

oak tree. It is a soiE t hivc coile to knot'; vcr'l'"l;;l-l- for it is a connon bird in
England. This morning I:-itollc at 4.3C a.rt,'i'c ltstcrr tc I sp1 crilic blackbird- song,

the rich fu-Ii notcs;naiiing r plcisi:it start f'or ail'ct;rcr cllr in the srny.
t[ightingales sccr,l to bc irlorc co],r,,or1 in'Itrf 1,'t]ir,n il England-. At ]east

I havc ],eard and" sccn,lorc bird.s thln f cvcr s:--*i in E;r61md-. I't one camp v''G had' a
nightingalc that seng all nigitt ou-'usid.c our tcnt trd t-rc l'olrs l";cre qu-ite plcased'

to hear it. i'nd I hal'e hcard thot scvcral- timcs in';a.r'icus placcs.
Grecn filchcs i.-ld 6old"f: nchcs I scc alnost cvclrir de-;r irL i,ry various actir''i-

ties, :urd of coursc I sa',i quitc I nu.lbcr of thclri il Ensialld-.
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Just at thc ilotncnt thc slrifts a-rc touri.l;:, -rirc L1 -r,r' :'.ir lr,.ci thcrc is qu"itc
,r gooC" nl:.nbei:. Nob hl"vrng ii-[ny chirrr.cys f,-rcrbcu-ts T ha.vcn:''r; cii;ccvJicC" ;,.E1 just r;here
t-;c ". no oncnd thc ni;ht.

I havc -r,';atched thc housc lr.rtins bursil.tr clgagci burlciing thcir mud. nests
bcneath, t]le cavcs of irjartorn, r.bancLonncd IteJ-ian fl,rrnho'Llscs, obLirrious to thc fact
lrat ttic stri-fc of i:;ar is el I a"r:ou--b thaa.

Sincc "bcin,3 i:r It,:l y lic rtarrc sccn :. grcat d.cal- of thc country. In thc
rr:ior-lntainous rcgicns hai;ks ::rc.[1,irl1. 1:L-,,Lrlifr;J, bu-t asirlc f:ron thc fect that thcy arc
r J-bccs, ..ccipi i-rl, or f'l-Lclr s, I- ,-:uici :rot ",,a.1 J t..u... r.ut I ::^.',-.' sc-1lr: vclty vivid
lrird. pictur.'os of th.,rn slo-i'r,-y sri-l-ing in 1'-.rg; circlcs in tirc va-L,lcy bcloi;, or flr.1;ling

-'- id;:r- n:)i f iciC of vi-cion. Vultu:rcs, tc:, i.::c n,t r',nconnon signt, anC noLrrru b -:-.!-+-r

d-lubt therc is plcnt)i of lrr:ovenctcr for ;h.-.ni in thc fcri,i cf iost shccp or goats tbat
rrc frorn crmosurc.

Thc cvcning sun is just sinking in thc lvcs'Lc::n sli;r, i:" lergc rcd.-orange bal i.
Thc ucsterrr sicy is cloudlcss nnd. nc doubt toilorro;,r r,'i-ll- Lrc irnothcr finc su.nshiny da.y
'u';i-un plsntii of hcat. Thc tcatlicr ncll is a d.ccid-cd- c,i:.lt;c to thr--L; cf thc ruinter:,ionths
tl:hic-rr ir,:ere rrios'r, ly lnud a:r,1 raiil" jliolt thc certj- is so lard -tira'r in plr.cc,s onc i,;ould
:,}i:ost i;hinkthc arca i:.rld bccn'pirvcd"" Onc:,.roni-crs hc.i thc cro,rs con-'i;inuc'io grot';,
-rrr* *h,r +rr in i o ti n'rl .. . nn r't ,ril r --,nr:*7 'i -- rr .r.r: J'. r oirrn'.ard o

(Ttrrs icttcr r,ias.,vri'Ltcn in thl cab of l truck. Td.)

Fron LriC i.{r'l ony, C. E"G. , RC/,11 rlu*1us b L1 , .\ 9i.4, (.iirc.nce )ttJ,nct,:cr cli'.p ancl - - rc sittir'.g cut i.r i- ",:.:t.r."; L-'jclci r.":ir,.: -. :];oo1'., lo;.. '.:riting.
1: fe.,,,,1 irrinutcs :lg:o i1 sxlall fl ock or covc:\r of young Lejlcr-1sc 1r]1 j-rrs,'- b].,:s bLrcll,'a foot
frorn the ground" .... He.trc iliusncd sc1'cral colic-trs ef :16;-rrg airil sor,rc pair-'s of ad"r:It;
f::cn t:-rrrc to timc. Ilut sincc I lcf-'r ny gJ-asscs in Tlgl;-nC. il; ohsc::';r rtions are.r. l1 irirlkcd
,rJrc :,uesscs. I'l oc<s of roolis go by fron tinc to tit,rc. Thc;]r Lrcttrt ls il3is;r c-a cro.,ils"
r,11d. fiocd pigeons f l;i arounrl c'rclr7,liiitlr-, ocltr'r ;r :..|i;r:...;rs I lrdi,ng il tlccs " Thclr r-rc
1a1c;cr t-ra.:- tl:: do-rcst-c cii"- b:c:- -rc:tc. r: L-rtr ni_1-L r. l-i,.t :c,.u our t-rt, i._^.d :;l c-t
up a tlost .i1o:lotonous cooing, A callrion cror'; just sr.:l cd ;t" il_ey arc silcnt too,
ciien irlorc so th.m thc rooiis

Othc:: birCs that Iive sccn hcr.c in Fri:tcc that I thinl: a::c thc sainc as tic
-lr;1 isi- srcc:;s ..'it ar\C snpirl : - 3-1c Tras oucr us e. l-itl- r:r, i1 . :tgo, lr:.gpic i - \'rc
see them any da;,'arounC thc cr.ttlc i:-. olr ficld' orobrtl;r cr,tching llics ircii thc d.;_ltg,,
Thcy {es arc probabl l, ncsti:tg in ii hcdgc on thc ecr"gc cf lhc f:,cic1 " Chaffinch, a.Lso
il an arou:rd thc hco-ge ncalr u-s; th' Grcat Tit:,.rousc andr ;iri-o T,,.ti.tou-sc" Elackbird_s aiid"
th;ushcs are ralte ovci: ncrc; Iltrc cnl;r sccn alL occ:.sirna: itl ackbi,rd and. no ;hrushcs,
rr 1.-.4. c i r Fr;..1 -1fl thC;i WC:_.C Crnong tlfC CO,,UOneS,i, ROL.ifrS iti.C nC...b pte:-LtilUl eitnCf -
sali.i onc le.st night in thc,rcdgc'clci; of nL;r 1",r*. Itrtc hcr"rd. and caught a gliilpse of thc
Lltt-Lc 0vr1 and. thc Grccn ir/oodpockcr but thr:}r algrrt co:,tr,ro::r. tsu,t Itric sccn scveral
haluts - probably the Kcstr.cl, hovcring liilc our lj_ttLc si)-r:ru-,; rra-,,;ks o-rcr the t,rhcat
f ic ld in otic pl:':.c c -!'or sc.,, cref r'rli nut c s . t?

Royal CiLrradi e::r Ilstitut c l-cctu.,r:c il Colrvocat:or.t r_iail on irlovcr:b cr 4"
?tliings'i,,ic st f::o:ri ]-ior icl-a?r

b;r John H. Sto_ccr." 1,.E,

i'fcrt :ncrnbcl]s arc al-,,,,Ta])rs Tiilcl-cor:lc in tric club.
/innue-1 f cc irj} ..00

l


