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TFN MEETINGS 
General Meeting 

* Monday, February 4, 1991 at 155 College Street, 6th floor auditorium 

7 pm - TFN SOCIAL HOUR - TFN publications,etc. for sale 
- Leslie Mirylees art display 
- Joan O'Donnell & Ron Scovell book sale 

(field guides, rare bird books, coffee table 
books at bargain prices) 

8 pm - BIRD CONSERVA~ION IN CANADA 
an illustrated lecture by Dr . Martin K. McNicholl, Chairman 
of the Canadian Section of the International Council for 

. d I • Bir Preservation 
- This talk will review bird conservation problems in Canada and 

outline efforts to alleviate them by local, provincial and 
federal, private and government organizations. It will focus 
on how individuals can help and how bird issues can be used 
to address wider environmental issues. 

- GENERAL MEETIN~ of TFN to vote on issue of annual fees (page 28). 

Next General Monthly Meeting: Monday, March 4 with Jack Lord from the 
Royal Botanical Gardens speaking on Ernest Thompson Seton, 
artist-naturalist 

Group Meetings 
* Bird Meeting: Wed. Feb. 13 at 7:30 pm at 155 College St., , Room 251 

Jean Macdonald will show her slides of birds of the Arctic and 
Antarctic. Everyone welcome! 

* Botany Meeting: Tues. Feb, 19 at 7:30 pm at 155 College St., Room 151 
Paul McGaw will introduce JS to the plants of Texas in the Springtime. 
Everyone welcome! 

* Environment Meeting: Thurs. Feb. 21 at 7:30 pm at 155 College St., Room 251 
Mark Wilson will talk to us about the Task Force to Bring Back the Don. 
Everyone welcome! 

* Easy TIC access (building is one block west of Queen's Parle sul:May station), 
also 
Free parlcing in the Board of Education garage on the west side of McCaul Street 
just south of College Street. 

Deer turned tail -
always see me first. 

I 
Sr. Margaret Banville 



Saturday 
Feb. 2 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
Feb. 3 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
Feb . 6 

10:30 am 

Saturday 
Feb. 9 
9 am 

Sunday 
Feb. 10 
10 am 

Wednesday 
Feb. 13 
1:30 pm 

Saturday 
Feb , 16 
10 am 

TFNOUTINGS 
February 
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ATRIUM ON BAY - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Lenore Patterson 
Meet at the fountain at the east end of the lower level 
(outside Fabricland). Bring sketching materials or just come 
and enjoy. Lunch optional. (Atrium is on north side of Dundas, west of Yonge.) 
Topic will be genre painting -- a style that shows scenes from ordinary life. 

OLD SHORELINE - landforms & nature West Don, East Yot:k 
Leader: Ken Cook 
Meet at the southeast corner of Eglinton Avenue East and 
Brentcliffe Road. Walk will end at a different public transit 
stop. 
'This is one in a series of walks across Metro Toronto, following the ancient 
Lake Iroquois shoreline. See page 15 for m:>re details. 

CHATSWORTH RAVINE - nature walk Burke Brook, Toronto 
Leaders: Eileen & Geoff Chopping 
Meet at the southeast corner of Yonge and Lawrence . Walk 
will end at a different public transit stop. 
We will be exploring the site of TFN' s first ravine study. It is also the 
first ravine where the City of Toronto Parks Dept. is attenpting to restore 
the natural vegetation. See pages 17-18. 

WEST HUMBER - birds West Humber, Etobicoke 
Leader: Joan O'Donnell 
Meet at the corner of Albion Road and Barker Ave. 
We will be visiting Joan and Ron's bird feeder and may also have a walk in 
the West Don Valley. 

EDWARDS GARDENS - trees Wilket Creek, North York 
Leader: Tom Atkinson 
Meet at the door of the Civic Garden Centre (on south side of 
Lawrence Avenue East just west of Leslie Street). 
Tom will be introducing us to the trees and shrubs of the wilder parts of 
Wilket Creek. 

OLD MILL - nature walk 
Leader: Isabel Smith 

Humber, Etobicoke 

Meet at the Old Mill subway station. Walk may end d.se,tme. 
Winter botany and birds as well at the river itself in this historic section 
of the Humber Valley are always interesting. Be prepared for ice or floods! 

ROWNTREE MILLS PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Phil Joiner 

Hlmlber, Etobicoke 

Meet at the northwest corner of Finch Ave. West and Isl ington 
Ave. Morning only. 
Birds, winter botany and the condition of the river (iced, flooded, or open) 
will be of interest. 

C> 
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FEBRUARY CXJl'OCS (cont'd) 

Sunday 
Feb. 17 
2 pm 

Tuesday 
Feb, l 9 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
Feb. 20 
10 am 

Saturday 
Feb. 23 
10 am 

Sunday 
Feb. 24 
10:30 am 

Wednesday 
Feb. 27 
1:30 pm 

OLD SHORELINE - landforms & nature East Yotk, Toronto 
Leader : Sandy Cappell 
Meet at the southeast corner of Moore Ave. and Bayview Ave. 
Walk will end at a different public transit stop. 
Again we will be following the aocient Lake Iroquois sooreline and inegining 
what life in our region was like 20,000 years ago. See pages 15-16. 

NORTHERN DISTRICT LIBRARY - nature arts 
Leader: Alf Buchanan 

Toronto 

Meet at the library entrance on the north side of Orchard 
View Blvd. just west of Yonge St. Bring a selection of up 
to 20 of your favourite coloured slides or just come and enjoy 
the photographs. A projector will be provided . Cal l Alf at 
699-6596 if you have any questions. 
This is an opportunity for members to enjoy each others' pootos and leam 
about projects and travels. 

UPPER WILKET CREEK - safety audit walk 
Leader : Joan Patterson 
Meet at the northeast corner of Yonge and Sheppard. 
Joan will talk to us about scrne of the ideas about safety that she learned 
about at a conference she attended last year. We will also be looking for 
overwintering birds along the way as we explore this urbanized stretch of 
Wilket Creek near its source. 

PINE POINT PARK - birds Humber, Etobicoke 
Leader: Mark Kubisz 
Meet at the east end of Allenby Ave . (just north of the 401 
and east of Islington Ave.). 
We will be exploring both the Pine Point Parle and the Resources Road Ravine 
looking for winter birds. 

CASTLE FRANK - nature walk Don, Toronto 
Leader: Bill Granger 
Meet at the Castle Frank subway station. Walk will end at a 
different public transit stop. 
Bill is particularly knowledgeable about the trees as well as the ravine 
systems of the Rosedale part of Toronto. 

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY - nature walk 
Leader: Diana Park 

Don, Toronto 

Meet at the cemetery entrance on the east side of Yonge St. 
north of St. Clair Ave. Walk may end elsewhere. 
These grounds contain a very fine collection of trees, a refuge for birds 
and many clues to the history of Toronto. 

A mallard. All right, 
a male with green head. Then I 
saw it in the light! 

D 

haiku by Ruth Munson 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
The Goods and Services Tax (GST) which became effective Jan. 1. 1991, will 
have an effect on all of us. Here is how it applies to TFN. We will have 
to pay GST on: printing, postage, rent and all purchased goods and services. 
This will cost about $1,500 per year, of which we -- as a charitable 
organization -- will get half back in rebates. We will not have to charge 
GST on memberships, and since our sales are under $30.000 we will not have 
to charge GST on publications. 

It was most unfortunate that the TFN general monthly meeting of December 
had to be cancelled because of incl~m~nt weather. The scheduled speaker, 
Skid Crease of the Mono Cliffs Outdoor Education Centre, was unable to 
drive to Toronto from Orangeville because of a severe snowstorm and icy 
conditions. The cancellation of the meeting was announced on CFRB, and I 
hope not too many members were inconvenienced . This is the first 
cancellation of the monthly meeting in nearly a decade. 

Aarne Juhola's reports re the need to increase membership fees point out 
the value of services provided by our volunteers. To arrange for speakers 
for the monthly meetings, the auditorium at the Education Centre must be 
booked by June for the following fall and spring sessions. The suggested 
speakers are contacted by phone or letter to determine if they are available. 
Letters are then sent confirming the dates, the place, topics, time of the 
addresss and equipment needed. A request is made for background information 
which is used as an introduction and for publicity purposes, which requires 
follow-up if not received two months prior to the engagement. This 
information is announced in the TFN newsletter and mailed to ten publicity 
outlets each month including CFRB, Rogers Cable TV, The Toronto Star , 
The Real Estate News, Now Communications, and others. A note of thanks 
and a small honorarium are given to the speaker at the end of the presentation. 
Members are on the lookout for possible guest speakers when attending 
other meetings. 

Dr. Martin McNicholl will speak on "Conservation and Birding" at our 
next general meeting, Feb. 4, 1991. On this occasion there will be a 
membership vote to approve the fee increase effective July 1, 1991. 
This is an important meeting, so please plan to be there. 

Eileen Mayo 

RING-BILLED GULLS, numbering over fifty thousand in 1960 breeding on 
the Great Lakes have now passed the million mark , according to the 
ATLAS OF BREEDING BIRDS OF ONTARIO. 

□ 

DB 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 
October 27, 1990 

This is a sequel to my letter of May, 1988 [TFN 396:1~-18]. Aft~r. the 
big tire fire in Hagersville in the spring of 1990, and all the 
publicity concerning the air pollution caused by the smoke, I contacted 
the Ministry of the Environment in Kitchener-Waterloo, inquiring whether 
anyone had voiced concern with regard to the local farmers burning tires 
to fuel their maple syrup operations. They informed me that no one had 
complained and that if some one had, at that point, they would have 
taken action. I asked whether a written complaint was necessary and 
they replied that the only action they would take on a verbal cvmplaint 
would be to notify the offenders that there had, l in fact, been a 
complaint. However, apparently as a result of the Hagersville fire 
and of the little nudge of this verbal complaint, the farming community 
decided to stop using tires for fuel. By the next week, all the piles 
of tires were gone from the area, and a sign appeared, "No more tire 
dumping". At time of writing, no further tires have appeared at the 
customary collecting points, locally. 

Here are some mammal notes: Prior to January, 1989, we had known that 
something was weaseling around in the drive shed, but we couldntt 
identify what it was. Then, as I pulled into the dr1ve :shed one night, 
something froze in my lights. It was an ermine in its full stark-white 
winter pelage, with an inch of black on the end of the tail. After 
that, I saw it twice more, when switching on the light on entering, as 
it scurried along the edge of the foundation. We know they're still 
living under the freezer, where there's some warmth escaping, so 
we're looking forward to more sightings this winter. 

Mike Somers, 
Listowel, Ontario 

t> 

IN HIGH PARK 
on June 15, 
1988, the 
black locusts 
were shedding 
their petals. 
Among them, 
the cone-shaped 
European linden 
appears in this 
field sketch 
by Diana 
Banville. 



KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

Nov. 20, 1990 
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I am in receipt of your letter of Oct. 16, 1990. We very much appreciate 
the comments supplied by Helen Juhola and Gavin Miller on the Right of Way 
Development Plans for the new Claireville x Cherrywood 500 kV transmission 
line. [north of Steeles Avenue] 

Permit me to clarify and expand on several of the issues raised in your 
letter. 

Point l. Ontario Hydro does provide market value compensation for trees 
removed to permit construction. When this transmission corridor was 
acquired, all merchantable timber was evaluated, and property owners were 
offered the choice of either taking compensation, or retaining ownership 
of the wood. Ontario Hydro owns almost no wood on this line. 

In addition, we will be offering reforestation on an area for area basis 
to all land owners who have property that will be cleared. Where the 
landowner declines to participate, we will be offering the excess acreage 
to such groups as the local Conservation Authorities. 

Point 2. In areas of environmental concern, we do our best to schedule 
construction work to appropriate times of the year. We will be carrying 
out required tree removals this winter, for exactly the reasons outlined 
in your letter. However, it is not always possible to coordinate all 
construction activities precisely. This is one of the reasons we install 
temporary and permanent access routes. Access routes are laid out to 
avoid or minimize disturbance to areas of concern. All vehicle traffic 
is restricted to the designated access routes to avoid unnecessary rutting 
and other environmental damage. 
Point 3. 

We would very much like to use more native species as cover crops when we 
are reseeding disturbed areas. At present, we use a lot of common pasture 
species, such as fescues, ryegrass and timothy. Our section goes through 
an enormous quantity of seed each year (approximately 30,000 lbs for 1991), 
which must be purchased by public tender. Commercial quantities of seed 
of many native species are simply not available. I checked with a few 
seed companies, including Aimers, the wildflower specialists and could not 
find anyone that carried goldenrod (Solidago spp.) or the species of asters 
you suggested. Although your suggestions for gathering seed from roadsides 
and fields merits attention for private individuals, the amount of seed 
I require, plus the staff time to collect it,makes it impractical. 
Incidentally, goldenrod is perceived as an allergenic species by the general 
public, and even if I were able to obtain seed, I very strongly suspect that 
there would be vociferous complaints in urban areas. 

As I mentioned to Helen and Gavin, reed canary grass was extensively used 
in the past but we were obliged to discontinue its use due to complaints 
from the public. Reed canary grass is extremely tough and agressive, and 
has an unfortunate propensity to spread off the right of way. Many adjacent 
land owners and farmers were less than pleased with its migration onto their 
properties. As well, we had many complaints from people walking on the 
right of way, who felt that it was difficult to walk through because it 
forms such a dense, tall cover. We have also had a number of concerns 

I:> 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

expressed about its potential as a fire hazard at certain times of the 
year. 

Ontario Hydro is currently looking into the potential use of native 
ground covers to suppress the regrowth of incompatible tree species. A 
lot of study will be required to find native species that are publicly 
and biologically acceptable and of a suitable nature to be able to hold 
their ground without spreading uncontrollably to adjacent areas -- and 
then time will be needed to obtain commercial quantities from growers. 

Point 4. Although I agree that it would be nice for the public to be aware 
of Ontario Hydro's positive activities as far as the environment goes, 
the posting of signs is not always possible. As mentioned, Ontario, Hydro 
owns very little of this particular right of way or of most rights of ways [sic] 
for that matter. The vast majority is made up of privately owned lands 
over which we have an easement only. Technically , entry onto these lands 
without the permission of the owner is trespass, and signs other than those 
required for a specific purpose such as tower or voltage designations, 
cannot be erected without the owner's consent. 

If you have any I hope that these notes have clarified these issues. 
specific questions, please call me at (416) 592-4335. 
future dialogue with your organization. 

We look foward to 

M.E. Gordon, Project Forester 
Ontario Hydro 

C> 

WHITE VERVAIN, sometimes 
called ''net tle-leaved vervain ", 
like the blue vervain, is 
native to Metro. These are 
the only two representatives 
of the family in Toronto. 

If you've ever wondered why 
they are not called "verbena" 
in English as well as in 
Latin, we are told by Irwin 
in ROADSIDE FLOWERS OF TEXAS 
(where they have forty-five 
representatives of the genus) 
that, in popular parlance, 
in English "verbena" is used 
for the creeping and "vervain" 
for the erect species. 

(Field sketch was made in 
Thompson Park August 5, 1989.) 

DB 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

Following TFN's annual walk to see downtown Toronto's deviant and exotic 
flora, letters were written to the City of Toronto Parks and Recreation 
Department and Canada Life regarding the poor condition in which we found 
the two buckeyes growing on the west side of Simcoe Stree just north of 
Queen Street West. A fence separating these two trees from the insurance 
company parking lot had been removed since a previous visit and asphalt 
had been laid right up to and around the trunks of the previously healthy 
but now dried out-looking specimens. We also expressed our concerns to 
the City about the dry state of the ginkgos and yellowwoods in front of the 
Art Gallery on Dundas Street West. Following are the letters received. 
The moral of the story is: It pays to write more than one letter! 

Sept . 21, 1990 

We appreciated your letter of Sept. 5 because we too are very proud of our 
grounds . Following your comments we called in a tree expert [Davey Tree] 
but unfortunately received a report that these trees [the buckeyes on 
Simcoe Street) are suffering from Chestnut Blight. Please see the attached 
note on this disease. [This is a disease of the sweet chestnut (Castanea 
dentata), a species totally unrelated to buckeyes.) 

There doesn't seem to be any answer to this and cutting back the tarmac 
is not a solution. 

Please be assured we share your concerns in this matter. 

Dec . 10, 1990 

D.I. Fraser 
Executive Vice-President & Secretary 
Canada Life 

Thank you for your letter of Aug. 24, 1990 regarding the condition of the 
[two buckeyes on Simcoe Street and the ginkgos and yellowwoods in front of 
the Art Gallery). 

There are numerous privately owned Yellow Wood trees in planters and inserts 
on Dundas Street West and Beverley Street. The construction presently in 
progress does not appear to be interfering with the trees. The Yellow 
Woods on Dundas Street West are affected with Ganoderma lucidum fungus. 
Some of these trees have been poorly pruned and a low grade tar has been 
applied to the wounds. A good fertilizer applied now could help the trees 
recover. A watering program for summer months is also required. The Yellow 
Woods on Beverly Street appear to be in good condition and have not been 
affected by the fungus. However, fertilizing and watering of these trees 
is recommended as well. 

The privately owned Ginkgo trees on the south west corner of Dundas Street 
West and Mccaul Street appear to be in good condition. 

Being on private property, all these trees are maintained by the Art Gallery 
of Ontario. I am sending a copy of this letter to advise the gallery of 
your concerns about these trees and of the potential solutions listed above. 

The two city-owned Ohio Buckeye trees at 172 and 180 Simcoe Street have 
suffered from lack of water which has caused leaf blistering. There is a 

~ 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

healthy bud set for the spring flush. 

I have written to the Commissioner of Public Works and the Environment 
requesting that the pavement, which has been installed up to the bases of 
the trees, be removed to give 2.4 m clearance. Once this has been done 
our staff will install a wood chip mulch around the trees. 

Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention. 

..,.. 
-·· 

4· 
~:~ ... t· 

-~-~-r~ 
·:;: ... -·. ·~ 

·::¥-~\l 
·'.(:./\<':: 

~-·· ~ .. ~ .. . . 

Don Young 
Acting Director of Parks and Urban Forestry 
Dept. of Parks and Recreation, Toronto 

D 

THE SCARLET TANAGER male, 
in this drawing from a 
Maslowski photo by Diana 
Banville, is resting in 
a sugar maple. In Ontario, 
maple is a favourite 
nesting-site for this 
species, according to the 
BREEDING BIRDS OF ONTARIO, 
NIDIOLOGY AND DISTRIBUTION, 
(Vol. 2) by Peck & James 
although it may choose 
many other deciduous 
trees and sometimes even 
conifers, if they are in 
or near deciduous woods . 

It occasionally nests in 
Toronto. The most likely 
time to see it here is in 
Hay, during spring 
migration . In 1990 spring 
reports were from Hay 12 
to June 9. Reports are 
received less frequently 
during fall migration, in 
September. 

A sort of nick-name for 
the scarlet tanager, 
according to Mike Cadman 
in the ATLAS OF THE 
BREEDING BIRDS OF ONTARIO, 
is the "black-winged 
redbird". 
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AMPHIBIAN AND REPTILE REPORT 
More snapping turtles found in small spring 

Few of us now accept a mechanistic view of the natural world -- one in which 
an animal responds in a predictable way to any change in its environment 
as if any change results in a fixed response. In my last article about 
snapping turtles (TFN 410, 20-22, MAR), I spoke of our tendency to reduce 
animals and their environments into separate entities, rather than seeing 
one as a reflection of the other. At that time I was filled with questions 
as to why a snapping turtle had left the warm Rouge River to hibernate in 
the colder waters of a small spring located more than 50 metres from the 
river, and I wondered how the turtle ever discovered the safety of a spring 
barely able to support a few struggling cattails. 

I went on: ''It is unlikely that the turtle has wandered randomly overland 
and chanced upon a spring in which it can spend the winter. To test the 
assumption that this might be a population trait which the turtles in this 
area have acquired over the years, I poked around in the mud to try and 
locate additional individuals. None were found at this time. Young of 
the year turtles tend to disperse in their first year of activity. It is 
possible that one or more individuals may have, for whatever reason, located 
this spring and then having survived their first year, returned thereafter. 
Not all turtles purposely seek out what we would consider to be the best 
sites to spend the winter. If it works the turtle will persevere; if not, 
it perishes". 

It would appear that this latter statement was closer to the truth than I 
had realized at that time . On April 25, 1990, I once again received a 
telephone call from an excited Donna Rice at Hillside School. She and 
Brian Hern had just returned from the Rouge Valley where they had observed 
three snapping turtles emerging from the mud of our tiny spring. THREE 
TURTLES! 

When I arrived at the spring shortly thereafter, I was not at all prepared 
for the primitive scene which awaited me, nor the impact that it would 
have on my concern for wetlands which may appear to be insignificant. 
There, resting on the soft, black mud of the spring's banks, were three 
very large snapping turtles. They were still covered in the mud of their 
winter home, long necks on the ground as if they were too exhausted to 
lift their heads . Not only had there been three snapping turtles in the 
spring, but none of these was the one I had been watching since it entered 
this muddy hibernation site on Oct. 5, 1989! Further investigation 
revealed that the fourth snapping turtle was still buried just below the 
surface of the water. The first three remained in the same position for 
five days before moving one night into the Rouge River. During this 
period of inactivity, the turtles were certainly vulnerable to any predator, 
human or non-human. There can be little doubt that they had, quite possibly 
in their first years, chanced upon this site. Apparently it was suitable 
for their overwintering and survival, and may even have placed these turtles 
at some selective advantage over other turtles during this critical period 
of their natural history. At the same time, thousands of other hatchling 
turtles must have tried to spend the winter in other locations which, because 
they did not prevent the penetration of frost into the body's cells, resulted 

C> 
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AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES (cont'd) 

in the death of each one of them. And we were none the wiser for these 
losses . 

Let me return once again to that original article, for the concluding 
remarks are as relevant today: " ••• there is a possibility that the turtle 
has chanced upon a good thing and is taking advantage of a retreat that 
has proved successful in the past. All my theories and measurements are 
just that. They have meaning for the enquiring mind but, from the turtles' 
point of view, there may be no advantage to this location other than the 
fact that it has worked before. Given the size of this beast, success must 
be measured over thirty years or more. Who am I to reason with such success?'' 
Who am I indeed! 

But what did this barely surviving little wetland have to tell me about the 
nature of wetlands? You have read before that my concern is that the 
extirpation of species or habitats also means the loss of our experiences 
with them -- impoverishment of experience and loss of biodiversity go hand 
in hand. I fully support the need to identify and rank important wetlands. 
They are essential habitat for many rare species and, according to data 
from the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, Southern Ontario has lost 
about 80% of its original wetlands. However, the tendency, once wetlands 
are ranked, is to sit back and watch as those not worthy of any rank and 
those at the bottom of the ranking are lost. 

This insignificant little cattail-filled spring is the winter home of at 
least four giant snapping turtles. These may be all the turtles using a 
kilometre or two of river, a river now worthy of park status. It certainly 
is an experience I shall never forget! The loss of this wetland, or any 
habitat, represents the loss of experience with it and all the species, 
no matter how common, that live there. None of us can afford the loss of 
experience with the natural world. 

Bob Johnson 

CREEPING BELLFLOWER, a plant of the 

harebell family introduced from Eurasia, 
was sketched in bloom by Betty Paul. 
In Toronto, its normal blooming period 
is July to October, though it has been 
found in bloom as early as June and as 
late as November. 

D 



The 66th 
Toronto Christmas Bird Census 

December 1990 
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The 66th consecutive Toronto Christmas Bird Count was conducted on Dec. 23, 
1990. Eighteen routes were surveyed by 73 field participants and eight 
feeder watchers within the official 7.5 miles circle centred at Avenue Rd. 
and Roselawn Ave. 

Visibility was very good; still water was open and rivers and creeks were 
"raging torrents". Temperatures ranged from +1°C to -4°C. Winds were from 
the northwest at 17-22 km/h and the lake was generally calm. In spite of 
being the "mildest count in memory", and impressions of "the thinnest count 
ever", more species were observed than in previous years and several records 
were made. This may be due to increased coverage by many more experienced 
birders than in past years. A total of 186 party hours was spent in the 
field -- 151 on foot and 35 by car, covering 376.3 miles (130.3 mi. on foot) 
of the city. In addition a total of 24.5 hours was spent counting birds 
at feeders and l hour spent owling, covering 2 miles of territory. Seventy
eight (78) species of birds and 30,389 individuals were observed this year 
compared to 74 species and 24,595 individuals last year. (Additional 
Count Week birds: mew gull, 2 purple finches, and horned lark were also 
added to this year's species list.) 

Single sightings were: common loon (last seen on the Christmas Bird Count 
in 1979), ring-necked duck (2 were last observed on the 1982 Count), Cooper's 
hawk, northern goshawk, red-shouldered hawk (last seen on the 1986 Count), 
rough-legged hawk, glaucous gull, Thayer's gull (only once before, in 1981), 
short-eared owl (last in 1983, but during Count Week 1989), yellow-bellied 
sapsucker, Carolina wren (last observed in 1989 and prior to that on the 
1975 Count), winter wren, hermit thrush, northern waterthrush (last in 1984), 
white-crowned sparrow, and brown-headed cowbird. 

A pair of red-bellied woodpeckers was observed on the Islands ( last were 2 in 
1982). 

A puzzling sighting was of a falcon, identified from a distance as a gyrfalcon, 
but its red (right) and aluminum (left) leg bands indicate that it is, in 
fact, a 1990 MNR released peregrine falcon. Other unusual observations 
were of a hybrid(mallard X American black) duck at Grenadier Pond and an 
exotic Mandarin auck on the Toronto Islanci route. 

The ring-necked pheasant count increased to 17 this year, a number that is 
believed to be an under-estimate of the actual population size. 

Other noteworthy birds: all-time high numbers of great blue herons (7), 
white-winged scoters (24) and northern shrike (10) were counted this year. 
American crows were more numerous (542) than ever, as were black-capped 
chickadees (954). Pileated woodpeckers were at a high of 4 this year. 
House finch populations continue to increase -- 547 were counted this year 
compared to 343 in 1989. Numbers of snow buntings (132) were the highest 
they have been in the past 14 years. 

Highest ever numbers of ring-billed gulls (6,301) were observed. More 
herring gulls (2,486) were counted than in the past 12 years. In fact, 
herring gull numbers have not gone over the 2,000 mark since 1977 and 1978. 

Oldsquaw continue to increase from the lows recorded during the past 20 
years (4,944 compared to last year's 4,280). Many more were observed in 

C> 
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CHRI STMAS BIRD COUNT (cont'd) 

fl i gh t , too far out on the lake to count. However , continuing decl i nes 
were observed in American black duck (118 compared to last year's 147). 
Greater scaup (102 compared to 545 in 1989) and mallard (1 , 732, down from 
2,126 in 1989). 

More European starlings were tallied this year, 4 , 217 compared to 3 ,349 i n 
1989. This might be indicative of better coverage and an attempt t o count 
t he sta r lings coming in to roost under the Don Valley Parkway close to 
dusk. But house sparrow numbers were down to 914 from 1,489 in 1989 , as 
were r ock doves (1,594 from 1,966 in 1989), and mourning doves (489 from 
776 ~.n 1989) . 

Downy woodpeckers were markedly lower this year at 83 ,coopared to las t 
year's 153 total . Both nuthatches were lower - - white-breasted , 98 compared 
t o las t year's 193 and red-breasted, 11 compared to 47 in 1989 . Blue jays 
were a l so fewer by 81 birds this year. American robins appeared scarce on 
a number of routes but were observed in a couple of flocks of 100 and 90+. 
The t ot a l of 291 was a decrease from last year (513) . Many fewer cedar 
waxwings were observed on the count this year -- 85 compared to 232 i n 1989. 

"Amazi ngly poor" numbers of sparrows reported by some were refuted by t he 
26 song sparrows counted on the spit (not a record for the count -- 1989 = 77). 
Other s s earched sparrow habitats to come up empty, with only a few j uncos . 
Totals of dark-eyed juncos (228) were down from the 1989 total of 821. 

The significance of this year's differences from 1989 may not be important • 
however , as similar fluctuations from year to year are noted in the r ecords. 

Much appreciation is extended to the members of the Toronto Ornithological 
Club, Tor onto Field Naturalists and other naturalists' clubs in the area 
and to t he many new particpants in the count for their valuable ass i stance . 

THE GOLDEN ORB-WE AVER, or 
yellow or orange garde n 
spider, sits on he r web 
strengthened by l adder-
like "stabiliment um". The 
female of t his species may 
be an inch or more i n l ength 
and her markings vary in 
colour from yel l ow to 
orange. The mu ch smaller 
male is of brownish shades 
wit h white marki ng s. 

Drawing by Ev a Davis. 

ref. : THE SPID ER BOOK 
by Comstock 1912, 
Gertsch rev. 1948 

Beth Jefferson, Compiler 
Toronto Orni thological Cl ub 
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OLD SHORELINES 

Approximately 14,000 years ago, the land Toronto is situated on was 
covered by a sheet of ice. Being 2 to 3 kilometres thick, it left quite 
an impression on the landscape, but about that point in time, it began to 
recede. As the ice slowly melted, it formed the Great Lakes as we know 
them today, but there were several intermediate stages where the lakes 
were quite different in size and shape (and number -- who can forget Lake 
Tonawanda?). Glacial geologists have given these ancient lakes their own 
names and have been able to measure their boundaries and depths and ebbs 
and flows with amazing precision. How? Well, each lake left an imprint 
on the earth's surface which is visible today. Wave action created shore
lines quite distinctive in shape and easily identifiable. One such shore
line runs right through the centre of Toronto. It is part of the northern 
shore of the ancient Lake Iroquois. 

The melting ice filled the basin that Lake Ontario now occupies but, because 
the natural exit to the sea through the St. Lawrence Valley was still 
blocked by ice, the level rose to the point where it flowed out through 
New York State. It flowed past Rome, N.Y., then down the Hudson Valley 
to the Atlantic. This formed a stable lake which has been named Lake 
Iroquois. But things were far from stable. The weight of the ice actually 
distorted the earth's surface, depressing it by 2 or 3 hundred (yes, hundred) 
feet or more, With the ice removed, the surface began to spring back. 
When the ice finally cleared from the St. Lawrence Valley, and Lake Iroquois 
could flow that way to the sea, Toronto was rising faster than Montreal 
and the "tub" actually tipped to a point where so much water ran out, that 
a lake formed whose shore was about 3 kilometres toward the centre of today's 
Lake Ontario. Then a little later in history, as Montreal continued to 
rise, the basin filled up again to the present limits. 

The interesting thing is that the process is continuing. Scientists can 
measure today that Kingston is still rising, and that it is rising faster 
than Hamilton. It has been estimated that at the current "rebound" rate, 
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OLD SHORELINES (cont'd) 

the lakes from Erie west will begin to tip to the west and flow out through 
the Mississippi Valley (which would shut off Niagara Falls) in as little as 
1,500 years. 

The study of glaciers is fascinating. It is also of great importance as 
the world is just about due for another one. Crack a book in your local 
library on the subject and find out why the water level of Lake Huron and 
Michigan dropped about 350 feet then filled up again to their present levels . 
(And how it was determined by studying old shorelines.) 

You, too, can study "old shorelines". The TFN is conducting a series of 
walks along the Lake Iroquois shore. There are some wild areas, some 
residential areas, and some wild residential areas on the route, but finding 
visible traces of the shore promises to be fun. Note that as with all TFN 
walks, everyone is invited to participate; so, if you find out the answer 
to the Lake Huron question (hint: North Bay and melting ice), or stumble 
upon some interesting bits of glacial trivia, join along and tell the group. 
We're all interested. 

Ken Cook 
□ 

O, L 00 I< ! 
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NATIVES FOR THE CITY 

While walking along High Park to work this past spring, mists, dews and 
the rising sun were only part of the spring's reawakening. As leaves 
slowly unfurled on the remnant stands of massive black, red and white oaks, 
it was hard to imagine that these beautifully treed four hundred acres 
were surrounded by a vast city. 

Toronto is situated at the northern limits of the great southern hardwood 
forests, an association of vegetation known as the Carolinian Life Zone. 
Typical tree species include sassafras, black oak, witch hazel and black 
cherry. Just north of Toronto lies the southern edge of the mixed forest 
vegetation of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Valley vegetation zone. 
The City of Toronto, therefore, is in a transition zone. 

The great hardwood forests were felled two hundred years ago with some 
replanting of the original tree species across the city over the years. 
However, introduced trees from all over the world have taken over at the 
expense of native trees. 

Hidden from public view off Centre Road, the City of Toronto's $2 million 
reconstructed High Park Greenhouse was officially rededicated by Pat O'Connell, 
acting Commissioner of P1rks and Recreation on May 10, 1990. In her speech, 
Ms O'Connell enthusiasti~ally outlined the impending Native Tree Program 
where native trees would be grown to replenish Toronto's parklands. 

As a gardener with the City I saw these new saplings develop during my two 
month annual production and shipping stint at the greenhouses this past 
spring. I wanted to learn more about this encouraging program. 

"It is just in its initial stage of development," Jill Cherry told me. Jill, 
who is the Coordinator of Plant Production for the Allan Gardens public 
conservatory and the High Park Greenhouses, directed me to Pat Dowling, who 
is assisting in this endeavor with nursery technician Peter Ickert. Pat 
stated that this project has two objectives. The first is to increase the 
number of trees planted annually and to expand the city's tree species 
selection. The second is to develop a pro-active responsibility in the 
maintenance and development of ravines in city owned parkland where only 
native trees should be planted. 

In a directive from Bernie Morrison, who was then director of plant 
production, Pat and Peter spent one day per week collecting ripe seeds for 
native species around the city in the late summer and early fall of 1989. 
Over 2,800 red and white oak seeds alone were collected on one day from 
the Park Drive ravine. The total collection includes bur oak, black oak, 
ironwood, blue beech, sassafras, basswood, yellowwood, hickory, butternut, 
black walnut, tulip tree, Ohio buckeye, redbud and witch hazel. After 
being placed in cold storage to break dormancy, the seeds were sown in 
flats in February and March of 1990 and given cool greenhouse conditions. 
The germination rate was very good and the seedlings were transplanted to 
individual pots for planting out later in the small nursery adjacent to 
the greenhouse. 

"When some of the seedlings have grown larger, they will be transplanted 
to a conservation authority nursery," said Don Young, acting director of 
Parks and Urban Forestry. The City of Toronto is currently negotiating 
with the Metro Conservation Authority for much needed nursery space, 

t> 
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NATIVE TREES (cont'd) 

Pat Dowling says that the first seedlings should be ready for planting out 
in the spring of 1991, with the bulk of inventory designed for ravine sites. 
Five hundred seedlings per year will be selected for growing on to caliper 
size for park or street tree planting. One of the challenges, according 
to Pat, is the collection of ripe seeds, as some varieties only seed in 
cycles. An example is the native white ash, which produces seed only once 
every seven years. 

"Once the public sees hickory, ironwood, tulip tree and white pine in our 
parks and as street trees, they will want them for their gardens, just 
like the affection now for crimson king maples," said Pat. Ironwood and 
yellowwood are fine for small city lots, Large numbers of street trees in 
Toronto are Norway maples -- many planted out in the 1930s -- and they are 
now showing signs of stress due to pollution, salt damage, their age and 
construction activities. 

I inspected the native seedlings at the High Park greenhouse nursery on a 
hot, humid July 19 and they were all doing well. As Pat worked in the 
nursery, he pointed out the weedy Tree of Heaven taking over the ravine 
just beyond the greenhouse fence. These "weed trees" from Asia and others 
such as Siberian elm have taken over areas of High Park, choking out species 
native to the Toronto region. 

In summing up, Pat noted that part of the philosophy of the City's native 
tree program is the realization that we should not have tampered with 
nature like we have since the original forests were cut down two hundred 
years ago. We have continually planted trees from Europe and Asia in our 
parks and on our streets, disregarding our native trees. 

Perhaps, two hundred years from now, future generations will marvel at the 
restored giants in our parks and ravines like the remnant oak legacy saved 
by John Howard 150 years ago. 

an article by Peter Iveson in i-mnarr:ruRE REVIEW, Vol. 8, Iss . 17 (Sept. 15, 1990) a 

"-~ ~ -
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THE SWEET CHESTNUT of the Old World is often planted elsewhere. The 
fruit in the drawing was gathered from those shed by a Forest Hill tree, 
on a TFN outing October 3, 1990. The prickly husks were velvety inside 
and some flattened nuts had been released. In some cases, the rop y, 
chenille-like axis of the male catkins persisted. This species resembles 
the American chestnut, rare since the introduction of chestnut blight, 
a fungus, in 1904. (TFN Library files) DB 
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IN THE NEWS 
A GREENER DON RIVER VALLEY 

The Rotary Club International is taking a new direction in its community 
service work. The Rotary Club of Toronto is funding a tree-planting project 
in the Don River Valley. The work is being done in cooperation with the 
Municipality of the Metropolitan Toronto and the Conservation Foundation 
of Greater Toronto. The Rotary Club chose a slope at Donlands Avenue and 
Wolverton Avenue. Staff from the Metropolitan Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority carry out the work. This past fall 10 trees and 
1,000 shrubs were planted. Next spring about 375 more trees will be 
planted. 

extracted from a News Release of the Metro Toronto and Region Q:mservation Authority, 
Nov. 1, 1990 

TWELVE PEOPLE CHARGED OVER ILLEGAL SALE OF ANIMAL PARTS 

The Ministry of Natural Resources has laid 35 charges of illegally selling, 
possessing or offering for sale parts of game animals against 12 people in 
MNR's Algonquin Region. Seven tourist operators and three guides were 
among those charged with offering for sale the gall bladders and claws of 
bears, moose antler in velvet and deer meat. Charges have been laid under 
Section 51(1) of the Game and Fish Act which says: "Except under the 
authority of a licence and subject to the regulations, no person shall sell, 
offer for sale, purchase or barter, or be concerned in the sale, purchase 
or barter of a game animal or possess game animals for sale." There is an 
international market for bear gall bladders that pays very high prices. 
These are used in a variety of folk medicines. The concern is that illegal 
commercial marketing of bear gall bladders and other animal parts, whether 
they come from animals hunted legally or illegally, will increase illegal 
hunting of animals and lead to a decline in animal population. (Maxinum fine: $25,000) 

extracted from a News Relase of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Dec. 12, 1990 

METRO TORONTO URBAN RABIES PROJECT 

The Ministry of Natural Resources will spend $2.6 million on its rabies 
research and control program in 1990-91. The program will focus on foxes 
and skunks, the major carriers of rabies, in both urban and rural settings. 
From June 11 to 22, foxes were immunized by placing an oral vaccine, encased 
in a "bait" of tallow and wax scented with chicken, near fox-pup rearing 
dens in the ravines throughout Metropolitan Toronto. The boundaries of 
the vaccination area were the Rouge River to the east, the Credit River to 
the west, Major Mackenzie Drive to the north and Lake Ontario to the south. 
Baits were again distributed throughout ravines in Metro from Oct. 15 to 
Oct. 30 to ensure that all foxes were immunized. 

From July 3 to November 2, MNR immunized skunks in Scarborough against 
rabies using a trap-vaccinate-release strategy which has been used for the 
past three years. Between 1980 and 1987 there were 45 reported cases of 
rabies in skunks in the Scarborough vaccination area. Since 1987 there have 
been only three cases in skunks. 

extracted from an Ontario Ministry of Nab.lral Resources Fact Sheet, Oct. 1990 
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1N THE NEWS (cont'd) 

ANCIENT TREE DISCOVERED LIVE IN TOMB 

The tomb of the fourth Emperor of the Shang Dynasty (1700-1066 B.C.) at 
Xiwhanji in Central China recently revealed an astonishing sight. The 
bodies of the Emperor and his Queen, plus hundreds of their servants and 
guards, remained perfectly preserved amidst collections of precious stones. 
But the discovery which will excite botanists and horticulturists world
wide was that of a live bonsai tree between the coffins of Emperor and 
consort. It was in a solid gold container which itself stood on a solid 
gold pedestal 75 cm high. The pedestal, 33 an wide, held what is believed to 
be a primitive species of pine, 41 cm high. The most amazing feature was 
the ingenious way it had been kept moist. Although the stone vault, 60 
metres beneath the surface, was 28 metres high, an arrangement had been 
set into the roof from which scientists estimated that one drop of water 
fell on the tree every minute. Analysis found this water to be of sub
terranean origin, presumably groundwater percolating through topsoil. In 
total darkness for some 3,600 years, the tree was chalk white, having lost 
all its chlorophyll, with smooth, rubbery bark. The needles (in bundles 
of seven) averaged only½ cm in length. The roots were also white, and 
dense, there being no soil left. Wha.t appeared to be rough diamonds had 
been used as a drainage layer. There had been some wispy growth, but no 
further needle development. The air was dank., al though fresher than is 
usual in such circumstances, and this, along with the water supply, was 
thought to be the main reason for the tree's survival. The bonsai was 
taken to the Central Bureau of China Horticulture. Weeks later there was 
renewed growth and several needles emerged, but they were almost as pale 
as the rest and it is not yet known whether chlorophyll can be regenerated 
or whether a transfusion will be necessary. There is pressure to have the 
tree returned to the tomb, but it is felt this would certainly ensure its 
death. 

adapted from1
Bonsai Down Under'' in IBE CRYsrAL GAZER, 1990 

PUFFBALL PO\JDER CURES WOUNDS 

Ozark farmers used to collect a sack full of puffballs and hang the sack 
in the barn throughout the winter. The puffballs would dry out, becoming 
bro~;: and powdery. When an animal suffered a wound, the practice was to 
rub it with this powder which simply sifted through the holes in the sack. 
This treatment was continued until the wound healed. Drug companies have 
investigatedand found the puffball powder to contain an antibiotic and 
other therapeutic chemicals. 

adapted from "A Good Old Dirty Trick" by Jolm E. Peterson in the Kaw Valley Mycological 
Society's 1liE MY(l)LJX, 1988 

Loblaw was the first company in North America to launch a green 
product line. Says Nichol: "It was economic. That was the only 
motivation for the Green program. There was nothing altruistic 
about it whatsoever." · 

from ''Nobody's choice but the president's" by Alison Otto in PREPARED FOODS, June 1990 
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IN IBE NEWS (cont'd) 

FOLLOW THAT FOX! 

A radio-tracking program involving the red fox was initiated in Metro 
Toronto recently. Little is known about the numbers or the behaviour of 
urban foxes and their habitats within a city environment. Knowledge of 
where and when to place vaccine-baits for fox rabies control is crucial. 
This information can be obtained through an intensive radio-telemetry 
program targeting urban foxes. Attempts were made to live-trap 50 foxes 
between March and November 1990. Baited live-traps (#109 Tomahawk, Novak 
snares) were placed in the vicinity of sites used as pup-rearing dens 
during 1989 in Metro Toronto. Captured foxes were then transported to the 
Maple Research Centre, immobilized, fitted with radio-callers, ear-tagged, 
tattooed, vaccinated against rabies, and released at point of capture. 
An intensive study of two to three familes of foxes was done and dispersal 
of the radio-collared foxes was monitored. There are still 27 collared 
foxes alive and subject to monitoring on a regular basis among the 1,500 
to 2,000 foxes living inside Metropolitan Toronto. It is hoped that the 
study will continue for several more years because the information on fox 
ecology and disease spread in an urban environment is extremely useful -
not only for the rabies control program -- but also for advancing knowledge 
of wildlife in the city. 

ex:tracted from an article in IBE PI.ANET TODAY, Vol. 2, No. 6, Dec. 1990 

ZEBRA MUSSELS IN TORONTO HARBOUR 

A ship captain has discovered the first evidence that zebra mussels have 
invaded Toronto harbour. Thousands of thestriped-shelled mussels were found 
stuck to the hull of the Empire Sandy when the 200-foot sailing ship was 
pulled from the water for a refit. The ship had spent the summer in the 
Toronto area except for a brief trip to Port Dalhousie at the west end of 
Lake Ontario. There were three or four mussels per quare foot on the ship's 
hull. That's far fewer than on ships pulled from Lake Erie, where the 
pest has been found for the past two years. The mussels are believed to 
have come from a European ship that dumped its ballast into Lake St. Clair 
about four years ago. They are now widespread there and in Lake Erie, as 
well as the Detroit River. The mussels which attach themselves to any 
hard surface are destroying fish spawning beds and clogging water intake 
pipes. It will cost $10,000 to sandblast the hull of the Empire Sandy and 
another $5,000 to install a closed cooling water system to prevent the 
mussels from getting into the engine next year. 

ex:tracted from an article by Peter Gortie in the 1'CRCNI'O STAR, Nov. 7, 1990 

SCARBOROUGH EYES AQUARIUM 

Scarborough may be ready to jump in if Etobicoke's plans to build a $60-
million aquarium are washed up. The Seaquarium project was originally 
planned for the east side of Humber Bay Park on Etobicoke's lakefront. 
But the necessary approvals have not been granted and the provincial 
government doesn't want the aquarium built on waterfront parkland. 
Scarborough Mayor Joyce Trimmer says her city should make a bid for the 
education facility. Building it next to the zoo would allow visitors to 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

see two world-class tourist facilities in one stop. Plans for the 3,250-
square metre (35,000 square foot) Seaquarium call for it to be modelled 
after Baltimore's National Aquarium. It would display sea life from the 
Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic oceans as well as the Great Lakes and the 
St. Lawrence. 

eict:racted from an article in the REAL ESTATE NalS, Dec. 21, 1990 

MUDSLIDE CLOSES ON-RAMP TO PARKWAY 

A mudslide closed the on-ramp from Wynford Drive to the Don Valley Parkway 
for more than six hours on Dec. 24. A grass embankment gave way about 
noon after water runoff from a nearby construction site loosened the soil . 

from the TIRONl'O srAR, Dec. 25, 1990 

PESTICIDE USE OPPOSED 

The City of Toronto Board of Health has called for a one-year moratorium 
on pesticide and herbicide use in the City's parks. The Parks Department 
has already eliminated pesticides from its greenhouse at Allan Gardens 
and cut use by 75 per cent in other areas. Its pesticide budget has 
dropped to $10,000 from about $40,000. 

extracted from a staff article in the GLOBE AND MAIL, Nov. 16, 1990 

NORTH YORK HYDRO ACCEPTING BIDS ON FORMER SUBSTATION 

The Blythwood Substation, on Bayview Avenue across the street from the 
Sunnybrook Medical Centre, is being sold by North York Hydro for a listing 
price of $750,000. The sale is subject to approval by Ontario Hydro and 
the City of North York. The property is below the fill line, but well 
above the Don River flood line. The 1,333- square metre (14,351-square-foot) 
lot is zoned multiple family residential and all services are fully 
available. North York Hydro officials say there are no environmental 
concerns with the property because they don't use PCBs. 

extracted from an article in the RFAL ESrATE NEWS, Nov. 23, 1990 

Comment: This property is located within Burke Ravine, subject of one of 
TFN's ravine studies and one of Metro Toronto's least disturbed 
such areas. Purchase of this property by the Metro Conservation 
Authority is essential if the wildlife corridor between Sunnybrook 
Park and Sherwood Park is to be maintained. 

c!Jf{J TO THE BIG BOTANISTS 

.,('\, In my heart ••• 
~ the splitters have a special spot 

but I like the l~s a Lor! 

Diana Banville GO 

H.J. 
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FROM THE NEWSLETTER 

Twenty years ago, among the 21,236 birds (89 species)seen on the December 
1970 Christmas Bird Count, were 500 ring-necked pheasants, 408 Canada geese, 
136 mourning doves, 43 northern shrikes and 20 great horned owls. 

Fifteen years ago the February 1976 newsletter reported that the bird club 
outing on November 28, 1975 saw 13 owls. Species seen totalled 40 of 
which 4 were owls; l mockingbird was a notable find. The same newsletter 
had the results of thel975 Christmas Bird Count: 39,344 birds (89 species). 
Among these were 176 ring•necked pheasants, 1,909 Canada geese, 366 
mourning doves, 12 northern shrikes and 9 great horned owls. 

Harold Taylor 0 
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THE AMERICAN CROW was once considered a harbinger of spring, but the 
cultivation of corn gave it the opportunity to winter further north than 
it had previously. Judging by the Christmas Bird Counts, winter numbers 
have increased from zero in 1925 to 826 in 1988. Of course, the numbers ~ 

of participants have gone up as well, but even taking this into consider- { 
ation, and bad weather and unusual sightings, the winte~ population of 
this bird appears to have quadrupled in the past twenty years. In 1989, 
under the new plan, with only one-quarter of the previous circle covered, ~ 
the Christmas Crow Count was 535. ; 

Icy blue shimmers 
reflect from a frozen pond, 
Brown ragged rushes. 

haiku by Kenneth Cook 

~ DB __ _. 
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DEER IN WINTER 

The survival of white-tailed deer along the northern fringe of their range 
depends to a large degree on suitable winter habitat. This means an 
adequate supply of food in association with conifer cover which provides 
protection against inclement weather. 

Deer are not native to much of the area they now occupy in Ontario. The 
map shows their approximate distribution at the time of the earliest 
European settlers. During the 19th to the early 20th centuries, the white
tailed deer population expanded rapidly northward following severe 
disturbances to the original forests by fire and logging, By 1940, deer 
reached the northern limit of their range. Since then, there have been 
marked population declines which were coincidental with exceptionally 
severe winters and the maturing of cutover forests. 

Although summer range is important, the quality of winter habitat may have 
a greater influence on the welfare of Ontario deer. During winter, deer 
conce~trate in areas called "yards". These yards represent about 10% of 
their summer range. Cold weather and deep snow are prime stimuli in 
prompting this behavioral movement in early winter. The animals congregate 
in areas that provide them with optimum shelter even though the food 
supplies may be inadequate, Once they are in yarding areas, snow depth 
governs their freedom of movement and hence their use of the habitat. 

Deer normally eat a wide variety of plant foods, but in winter, they 
browse on the woody vegetation of trees and shrubs. The average deer 
requires approximately 5 pounds (2,3 kg) of good quality browse per day 
that is approximately 8,000 twigs. 

White cedar, for instance, is a highly preferred winter food. Branches of 
trees and shrubs may be browsed up to heights of 7 feet (2.1 m) during 
average mid-winter conditions. 

During January and February, there is usually a rapid accumulation of snow 
and therefore, the land area available to deer shrinks drastically. It can 
be a time of privation -- with deep snow, cold winds, sub-zero temperatures 
and fasting. When the snow on the ground reaches approximately 20 inches 
(51 cm), the animals are confined to well-packed trails. 

extracted from ''Managing for deer and timber" by Peter Smith and E.L. Borczon, Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources 

Comment: See page 28 for an opportunity to participate in a census of 
deer in the Rouge Valley. 

Deer fly -
fascinating creature 
with its sharply triangular 
clear wings. 
But what a bite! 
Ouch! 

Sr. Margaret Banville 
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CALLING ALL NESTING-BOX BUILDERS 
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The construction of duck nesting-boxes -- which resemble large bird houses 
with giant entrance holes for ducks -- is a long-standing Ontario tradition . 
It began in the early 1900s, after wood duck numbers fell as a result of 
overhunting and the increased cutting of trees, especially hollow trees 
that provided nesting sites. To compensate for this habitat loss, wildlife 
lovers began nailing together and putting up wooden shelters containing a 
bedding of wood chips. Although the boxes are designed for wood ducks, 
they attract other duck species, kestrels, screech owls, grey squirrels 
and flying squirrels. In the fall of 19,o a survey of boxes was taken; a 
second survey is to take place in March-April 1991. A free information 
package about the fall 1990 survey is available by contacting the Duck Nesting
Box Survey, M.N~R.,Wildlife Branch, 99 Wellesley St. West, Toronto M7A 1W3 
or by calling 416-965-4252. 

D 
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FOR READING 
RECENTLY PUBLISHED: 

TORONTO HARBOUR MAP (1990) published by the Toronto Harbour Commission. 
Available for $5.00 from the THC, 60 Harbour St., or for $8.00 by 
mail from the Toronto Harbour Commission, Public Affairs Dept., 
60 Harbour St., Toronto, Ont. MSJ 1B7 (telephone 416-863-2066). 
"From the Humber River in the west to Victoria Park Avenue in the east, 
the four-colour map provides valuable details of the shoreline, the 
various parks and the Toronto Islands ••• A wealth of material on Toronto 
Harbour is contained on the reverse side of the map from waterfront 
industries and recreational facilities to the types of vessels and 
cargoes entering the port ••• 'llie size is 67~ inches wide and 23 inches 
high." 

· A BIRDING GUIDE TO THE LONG POINT AREA (including A SEASONAL CHECKLIST OF 
BIRDS OF THE LONG POINT AREA), Long Point Bird Observatory, 1990, $6.95 
(Long Point Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ont. MOE lMO) 

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY: AN ILLUSTRATED GUIDE by Mike Filey, Firefly Books/ 
Toronto Trust Cemeteries, Toronto, 1990, $17.95 
Includes maps, photographs, information about monuments, trees, history, 
and a walking tour. 286 pages, 

Help Wanted 
Long Point Bird Observatory needs up to 12 long-term (1 month minimum) 
volunteer field biologists for the 1991 field seasons (mid March to 

D 

mid November). For the spring season, candidates should submit applica
tions by Feb. 15th. Summer and fall applications must be received by 
Apr. 15th. For applications or more information, contact: Jon McCracken, 
Migration Program Manager, Long Point Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 160, 
Port Rowam, Ont. NOE lMO or call 519-586-3531. 

NOMINATIONS INVITED 

The Toronto Field Naturalists are looking for people with initiative who 
are willing to devote time working as members of the Board of Directors. 
Please send your suggestions with a note to Robin Powell, Chairman of 
the TFN Nominating Committee, 20 College St., Unit 4, Toronto, Ont. 
MSG 1K2. (The report of the Nominating Committee will be published in 
the May newsletter.) 

Bare poles connected. 
What is this obsession 
to wrap Earth in wires? 

haiku by Helen Juhola 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 

February 1990, Toronto 

This was the wettest February since 1965, the mildest since 1984, and 
featured some dramatic events. Exceptionally mild weather continued from 
January , but there was a general cooling trend through the month. Surges 
of warmth brought temperatures as high as 12°C; records were broken on 
Feb . 9th and 13th. February 9th was a particularly spring-like day with 
partial sunshine and mild bree~es. However, the edge of arctic air 
occasionally dipped south during this period. Some snow fell on Feb. 2nd 
and 3rd. 

The most spectacular event was a severe storm system that moved through on 
Feb . 15th-16th. Snow began falling at midnight of Feb. 15th and continued 
until noon, becoming mixed with ice pellets and then freezing rain in the 
afternoon. It was perhaps the worst storm since January 1968. This 
continued until late in the morning of Feb. 16th. With the cold front that 
afternoon, we experienced a thunderstorm with hail and fog! Heavy rain 
fell again on Feb. 22nd, with over 30 mm. Rainfall downtown was the highest 
since 1981, and snowfall was also near or above normal in our area. 

February closed on a cold note as the first serious arctic outbreak since 
December moved in on Feb. 24th-25th accompanied by strong wind chill . A 
wes t r idge/east trough pattern set in, reversing the atmospheric pattern 
of J anuary and early February. 
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THE DARK-EYED JUNCO is a familiar winter visitor to Toronto. Mcilwrai t h 
in BIRDS OF ONTARIO, 1894, indicates that it nested "commonly" through 
souther n Ontario; today it is scarce south of the Canadian shield i n 
t his province, as a breeding bird. That change in status has been 
attributed to the cutting of pine and mixed woods. 



TFN 417 - 28 

COMING EVENTS 
Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walk sponsored by the Toronto Ornithological 

Club - Saturday, Feb. 23 at 9 am - "Winter Birding" from Pickering to 
Whitby. Meet at the Pickering GO station to form a car pool. The 
leader is Brian Henshaw. Bring lunch. 

Toronto Entomologists' Association (insects) - monthly meeting will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 23 at 1 pm in the McLaughlin Planetarium. 

Trees and other natural heritage features of Toronto's Old Ward 5 - in the 
special exhibits room of the Community History Project Heritage Centre. 
Cumberland Terrace, Upper Level, on east side of Bay Street north of Bloor, 

Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from 12 noon to 4 pm, Jan. 3 to 26. 

If I had a dream ••• , Toronto's Flower Show presented by the Garden Club of 
Toronto from Feb. 27 to March 3 at the Civic Garden Centre, (Lawrence 
and Leslie), Wed., Thurs ., Fri. - 10 am to 8 pm; Sat. and Sun. 10 am 
to 6 pm. Adults $6.50, Seniors and students $5.50, Children (5-12) $1,00. 
An educational display using trees as a theme will show how they can 
make a difference to our water, air and landscape. 

Free science lectures in the auditorium of the Medical Sciences Building, 
University of Toronto at 3 pm: 
Jan. 20 - The challenge of the Burgess Shale - Desmond Collins 
Jan. 27 - The forgotten crisis: woodfuel energy in the Third World 

- Stuart Marwick 
Feb. 3 - Ice in the environment - Peter Adams 
Feb. 10 - Creating the human geography of Ontario - John Warkentin 
Feb. 17 - Supernova 1987A: sifting through the ashes - Ian Shelton 
Feb. 24 - Surveying by satellite - Charles A, Chamberlain 
Sponsored by the Royal Canadian Institute (928-2096) . 

Rouge Valley Deer Census on. February 17 at 1 µn. Call Robert Marshall after 
6 pm at 439-8489 for details. (Hillside Outdoor Education Centre - Finch & Meadowvale) 

Rouge Valley monthly nature walk - Sunday, Feb. 24. See above for more 
information. 

Parenting: it's a family affair - Sunday, Feb. 24 from 12:30 to 4 pm at F.ast York's 
Cosburn Middle School, 520 Cosburn Ave . - a range of information and 
activities for the whole family. Both adults and children are welcome. 

Mycological Society of Toronto (mushrooms) - monthly meeting on Mon. Feb. 
18 at 8 pm at the Civic Garden Centre. For details call 483-8644. 

For information about courses in horticulture, natural history, etc., 
contact the Royal Botanical Gardens, Box 399, Hamilton, Ont. L8N 3H8 
or call 416-527-1158 or toll free l-800-668-9449. C> 

PROPOSED FEE SCHEDULE, effective July l, 1991 

$30 FAMILY (2 adults - same address, children included) 
$25 SINGLE, SENIOR FAMILY 
$20 STUDENT, SENIOR SINGLE 



TFN 417 - 29 

COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Save the Rouge Valley System Annual General Meeting - Feb. 12, 1991. For 
details, call 287-1776. 

Global Environmental Change - a six-part lecture series in February, 
Understanding the Greenhouse Effect-a lecture series in March. For 
these and other environmental courses at the University of Toronto, 
School of Continuing Studies, call 978-2400 and request a current 
course calendar. 

Parenting Fair at Thistletown Collegiate Institute 20 Fordich Cres. (on 
Islington Ave., north of Rexdale Blvd.) on Feb. 10 from 12:30 to 4:30 pm . 
Find out what's going on in Etobicoke. Free family entertainment. 

International Conference on Science and the Management of Protected Areas, 
May 14 to 19, 1991 at Acadia University in Wolfville, N.S. For more 
information call 902-426-2797 or write to Neil Munro, Director, Policy 
Planning and Research, Can. Parks Service, Atlantic Region, Environment 
Canada, Halifax, N.S. B3J 1S9. 

Birdsong Identification, an intermediate level course -- March 16 and 23, 
$57.00 

also 
Beginning with Wildflowers, non-technical course -- June 8 and 15, $57.00 
Contact Clive and Joy Goodwin, 45 LaRose Ave., Apt. 103, Weston M9P 1A8 
if you are interested or call 249-9503. 

The Royal Canadian Institute Youth Science Academy is for students from 
high school and the first years of university with a special interest 
in science. This season offers three seminar sessions and five tours. 
Membership: $6.00/yr. For more information contact the RCI Youth Science 
Academy, 720 Spadina Ave., Suite 312, Toronto M5S 2T9 or call 928-2096. 

Environmental Assessment and Heritage - a professional workshop, Feb. 13-15, 
Ottawa. For this and other topics contact the Heritage Resou~ces 
Centre, University of Waterloo, Env. Studies Bldg. 1, Room 345, Waterloo 
N2L 3Gl or call 519-885-1211, ext. 2072 or 3066. 

The Walker Mineralogical Club monthly meeting - Feb. 18th at 8 pm at the 
McLaughlin Planetarium. 

Mineral Exploration Classes• usually held in February will be held in 
March this year. Watch next newsletter for details. 

Editorial Committee 
Helen Juhola (924-5806) 112- 51 Alexander St., Toronto M4Y 1B3 
Diana Banville (690-1963) 710 - 7 Crescent Place, Toronto M4C 517 
Eva Davis (694-8928) 203 - 1080 Kingston Rd., Scarborough MlN 1N5 
Toshi Oikawa (425-3161) 1063 Pape Ave., Toronto M4K 3W4 
Harold Taylor (225-2649) 264 Horsham Ave., Willowdale M2R 1G4 

□ 
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
20 College St .• Suite 4 
Toronto, Ontario M5G l K2 

(416)968-6255

SECOND CLASS MAIL 
Registration Number 

6669 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST 

Published eight times a year by the Toronto Field Naturalists, a charitable, non.profit organization, the 
aims of which are to stimulate public interest in natural history and to encourage the preservation of our 
natural heritage. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

TOROl\1TO FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB: 
ITS HISTORY AND CONSTITUTION, 
1965 ............................... $ .50 

CHECKLIST OF PLANTS IN FOUR 
TOROJ\11'0 PARKS: WILKET CREEK, 
HIGH PARK, HUMBER VALLEY, 
LAMBTON WOODS, 1972 . . . . . . . . . . . .50 

TORONTO THE GREEN, 1976 
Merropoliran Toromo·s imponant natural areas 
are described and recommenda1ions given for 
their conservation and management: includes 

maps, bibliography and index ............... 2.50 

FIELD CHECKLIST OF PLANTS OF 
SOUTHERN ONTARIO, 1977 
............. 5/$1.00 or ............. 25 ea. 

TOROI'-11'0 FIELD NATURALISTS' 
RAVINE SURVEYS ............. 2.00 ea. 
Survey #1 - Chatsworth Ravine, 1973 
Survey #2 - Brookbanks Ravine, 1974 
Survey #3 - Chapman Valley Ravine, 1975 
Survey #4 - Wigmore Ravine, 1975 
Survey #5 - Park Drive Ravine, 1976 
Survey #6 - Burke Ravine, 1976 
Survey #7 - Taylor Creek - Woodbine 

Bridge Ravines, 1977 
Survey #8 - West Don Valley, 1978 

INDEX OF TFN NEWSLETTERS 
(1938-1978) ........................ 10.00 

ANNUAL TFN INDEX .............. 25 ea. 

TORONTO REGION BIRD CHART, 
1983 ................................ 2.00 

A GRAPHIC GUIDE TO ONT ARIO 
MOS£ES, 1985 ...................... 2.00 

TORONTO REGION VERTEBRATE LIST 
(fishes, amphibians, reptiles, 
mammals), 1985 ..... 5/$1.00 or .... . 25 ea. 

TORONTO REGION BIRD LIST 1985 . 5/1.00 
or ................................ 25 ea. 

GUIDE TO THE TORONTO NATURA
LISTS' NATURE RESERVE, 
LEASKDALE, ONT., 1986 ............ 2.00 

TORONTO ISLANDS: PLANT COMMUNI
TIES AND NOTEWORTHY SPECIES, 
1987 ................................ 2.00 

TOD MORDEN MILLS, 1987 ........... 2.00 

VASCULAR PLANTS OF 
METROPOLITAN TORONTO, 1990 .. 5.00 

All publications are available at the monthly 
general meetings or may be ordered from 
Toronto Field Naturalists, 20 College St., 
Suite 4, Toronto, Ontario MSG 1K2. (Add 
$1.00 per item for postage and handling.) 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

ISSN 0820-636X 

$20 FAMILY (2 adults - same address, children included) 
$15 SINGLE,SENIOR FAMILY 
$10 STUDENT .,SENIOR SINGLE 
Tax receipts issued for donations 

Membership fees and address changes should be sent to: 
20 College St., Suite 4, Toronto, Ontario MSG IK2 


