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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
The Toronto Field Naturalists Board of Directors has approved changing the 
regular monthly meetings from Monday evenings to the first Sunday afternoon 
of each month (except on holiday weekends when they will be held on the 
second Sunday), on a trial basis from Sept. 1992 to May 1993. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday, September 13th, 1992 
at 2.30 pm, followed by a speaker, with a social hour from 3:30 pm, at 
the Northrop Frye Hall, Victoria University, located at 73 Queen's Park 
Crescent East, opposite the Royal Ontario Museum, and the first building 
(white in colour) south of Emmanuel Coliege. (See #515 on map below.) 

This new location for our meetings can be reached by public transit (exit 
to the east side of Queen's Park from the Museum subway station). Limited 
paid parking is available on Charles Street. 
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The lecture · room is located on the street level, entering the Northrop 
Frye Hall from Queen's Park Crescent. The social hour will be held in 
the area adjacent to the lecture hall. 

Replies received from members relating to the change indicated 83% in 
favour of it. Since it involves only eight Sundays out of 52 in a calendar 
year, it should not distress those not in favour too much. Morning 
outings will be arranged for the months of September, October, April and 
May . 

At the March 2nd monthly meeting, only 50 persons attended an excellent 
speaker and slide presentation. None of the persons who expressed strong 
objections to the change were observed in the audience. Speakers at the 
meetings have express·ed their enthusiasm for the change, especially those 
from out-of-town. 

Be sure to renew your membership before June 30th (see page 29) to ensure 
receipt of your Sept. newsletter. Have a happy and safe summer. 

Eileen Mayo D 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The Nominating Committee, chaired by Robin Powell, recommends the following 
slate of nominees to the Board for the 1992-93 year: 

President: 

Vice President: 

Immediate Past Preside~t: 

Directors due to retire in 1993: 

Directors due to retire in 1994: 

Directors due to retire in 1995: 

Joan Patterson 

Joan O'Donnell 

Eileen Mayo 

Allan Greenbaum 
Karin Fawthrop 
Ken Cook 

Eva Davis 
Helen Juhola 
Tiracy Butler* 

Alexander Cappell 
Nancy Fredenburg 
Aarne Juhola 

TFN by-law No. l, Section 5(g) provides that "any three members may submit, 
in writing, to the Secretary-Treasurer by July 15th the name of a candidate 
accompanied by the written consent of the nominee. Such nominations shall 
be published in the September issue of the newsletter and the names of such 
nominees shall be added to the list of candidates submitted by the Nominating 
Committee". The Secretary-Treasurer is Aarne Juhola, 112 - 51 Alexander St., 
Toronto, Ont. M4Y 1B3. 

According to TFN by-law No. l, Section 5(b), "If an election is required, 
it shall be by ballot mailed to all members. Ballots may be mailed to the 
auditor or deposited at the Annual General Meeting prior to the commencement 
of the meeting. The ballots will be tabulated by the auditor who shall 
announce the results". 

Robin Powell, Chairman 
Nominating Committee 

,.,. 
Tracy has been nominated to finish the term of Joan O'Donnell who has 
been nominated as Vice President. Tracy who is entering her third year 
as a biology specialist at the University of Toronto this fall has been 
a valuable volunteer in the TFN office. 

C 

MOSQUITO BITES 

The respo_nse to mosquito bites passes through five stages. If a person 
has never been exposed, no reaction will occur. After limited exposure, 
the victim will experience a delayed reaction (the intense itching and 
inflammation that appear several hours after the bite). Increased contact 
with the insects will also elicit an immediate reaction in one or two 
minutes that lasts only an hour. With continual exposure, the more 
irritating delayed reaction disappears, leaving only. the immediate effects. 
Finally, some people with prolonged exposure may experience no symptoms 
at all. (Proteins in the saliva of the mosquito are responsible for the 
unpleasant itching and swelling, symptoms of an allergic reaction.) 

from "H~ she gets your blood" in NAnJRAL HISI'CRY, July 1991 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 
March 18, 1992 

To update my March letter concerning recaptured monarch butterflies tagged 
last fall at Presqu'ile: a late report from James J. Carrick, Second 
Secretary, Canadian Embassy in Mexico City informed us that #57214, released 
on Sept. 30, 1990, was recaptured at the El Rosario Sanctuary, near 
Angangueo, Michoacan, Mexico on Nov. 30, 1990; also, #63474, tagged and 
released on Aug. 19, 1991, was recaptured at El Rosario on Feb. 1, 1992. 
Coincidently, the butterfly was obtained from one of the "vigilantes" or 
guards at the site by Barry Peers of Ottawa. Barry is Exhibit Manager 
of a new 350 square metre, million-dollar exhibit about the monarch 
butterfly entitled, "MONARCA ••• Butterflies Beyond Boundaries". This 
international travelling exhibition, developed by the Canadian Museum of 
Nature in Ottawa in collaboration with Monarca A.C., the Mexican Embassy 
and the Canadian Nature Federation, will premier in the spring of 1993, 
and begin its continental tour of major museums in 1994. 

Migrating monarch butterflies return to Ontario about June 1st, but were 
much earlier last year. I would appreciate receiving reports from anyone 

"'- when they see their first monarch butterfly of the year -- and from anywhere 
Vin Ontario. Telephone messages can be left at 416-638-7738. 

Donald A. Davis 

March 6, 1992 

••• I would like to take this opportunity to tell you how much my husband 
David and I enjoy the TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST publication. It is informative, 
useful and interesting. Congratulations on a great organization. 

[a 

Joanne Flint, Councillor, Ward 8 
City of North York 

TALL BLUE FLAG 

As a child I remember the 
"snake flowers" that gr:ew 
in a wet area beside the road, 
which none of us touched. 
They were a wild iris, the 
blue flag, and the name we 
gave them was their 
protection! 

Betty Paul 

(This species is a rare one 
in Toronto, found in a few 
locations along the Rouge, 
Wilket Creek, High Park area 
and Toronto Islands.) 

Field drawing is by Joyce Cave. 
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PROJECTS 
URBAN WILDERNESS GARDENING 

For those who wa~t to be more natural in their gardening, who want 
alternatives to manicured lawns, who want to work with nature instead of 
attempting to control the environment, contact Tbe Urban Wilderness 

"-. Gardeners, a . national organization existing as a resource network of 
V ideas and information. Write to UWG, Box 10, Postal Stn. H, Toronto M4C 5H7. 

[> 

GO WILD WITH FOSTER 

The Toronto Humane Society needs volunteers to provide temporary homes 
for the orphaned baby squirrels, raccoons and birds that wind up on the 
shelter's doorstep this time of year. The Society doesn't have the space 
or resources to handle the new guests, who are kept several weeks until 
they are ready for release. The society will provide training and food; 
volunteers are asked to give love and care (24 hours a day). In 1991, the 
society received more than 7,000 wild mammals and birds at its River 
Street shelter, including 1,500 squirrels and 786 raccoons. Of that total, 
about 80 per cent were brought to the shelter between March and October. 
A warning from the society to people who find an orphaned baby squirrel 
or raccoon: don't feed them milk. It makes them sick and could eventual ly 
kill them. Call 392-2273 for more information or to get involved . 

ONTARIO NEST RECORDS SCHEME 

Record the details of the contents, location, and construction of any birds ] 
nests found in Ontario. Anyone can participate in this project, as long 
as you can identify the species of bird to which a nest belongs. Nests 
of even some common species in various counties have never been documented, 
so don't be shy -- send in your observations to George K. Peck/Ross D. James, 
Royal Ontario Museum, 100 Queen's Park, Toronto M5S 2C6 or you may call 
(416)586-5519. 

ADOPT A RAVINE 

Compile inventories of plants, or birds and other animals; describe natural 
habitats; document human impacts and make observations to safeguard the 
ecosystem of your favourite ravine or natural area. See list of publications 
on back page for ravines already studied. Studies underway: 
Rowntree Mills Park - Phil Joiner (428-3604), 503 - 25 Cumberland Lane, 

Ajax~ Ont. LlS 7Kl 
Pine Point area - Mark Kubisz (743-4817 ) , 104 Hadrian Dr., Rexdale M9W 1V4 
Humber Arboretum - David Stephens (519•745-0369), 624 Pine Island Cres., 

Waterloo, Ont. N2V 1T4 
West Humber near forks - Joan O'Donnell {744-9111), 3 Sims Cres., Rexdale 

M9V 2S9 
Highland Creek near Thompson Park - Morris Sorensen {755-6030), 29 Janet 

Blvd., Scarborough MlR 1H7 
For further information contact Helen Juhola (924-5806), 112-51 Alexander 
St., Toronto M4Y 1B3. 
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PROJECTS (cont'd) 

STREETSCAPE PROGRAM 

This year the Metropolitan Transportation Department plans to restore 
Jarvis Street to its former tree-lined glory by adding to the few remaining 
trees a mix of horse chestnuts, maples and lindens, many of them up to 
20 feet in height. At this height, these new trees will cost $1,000 per 
tree to plant and establish. The public is .being asked to contribute to 
this ambitious effort to rejuvenate a historic streetscape by making 
cheques payable to the Metropolitan Toronto Transportation Department and 
sending it to Streetscape Program, 401 Bay St., 29th floor, Toronto M5H 2Y4. 
Contributing partners donating more than $10,000 can have a commemorative 
brass plaque installed in the boulevard on Jarvis Street. 

HERITAGE TREES PROJECT 

In celebration of the 125th Birthday of Canada, the Metropolitan Toronto 
Transportation Department is identifying 125 sites along the region road 
network for community planting events. These sites are the cornerstone 
sites of Metro's 25 year roadside naturalization initiative -- a collaborative 
ecological approach to greening our streets. The Heritage Forest project 
is a commemoration of the diversity of our region -- both socially as well 
as ecologically. Community groups and donors will ecologically rebuild 
and nurture a series of sites which naturally would have been meadows, 

I"\.. forests or wetlands. If you are interested in the project, please contact 
V the Streetscape Program, Metro Transportation Dept., 401 Bay St., 29th floor, 

Toronto M5H 2Y4 or call 392-3808 or 392-8937. 

t> 

HELP THE OWLS! 

The Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation needs volunteer drivers to pick 
up and deliver owls at locations such as the Toronto Airport or the Wild 
Bird Clinic at Guelph. If you are interested, please call Mary Ellen Hebb 
at 416-562-5986 (noon to 5 pm) or 416-937-7671 (7 pm to 10 pm). 

NATURE STUDY HELPERS 

t> 
Volunteers needed to help create nature study programs for Todmorden Mills. 
Call Susan Hughes at 425-2250 if you are interested. 

THE.ATLAS OF MAMMALS IN ONTARIO 
survey is now in progress. If you 
would like to participate, call the 
regional coordinator, Dan Bone 604-3489. 
(See also TFN 325:26 February 1992.) 

Sketch of Ea~tern Cottontail 
(from Metro Library photo) by Joanne Doucette. 

Exposure to turf, trees, fresh air, and the glint of light on water revives 
city-worn psyches like nothing else. 

fran CENI'RAL PARK: the birth, decline, and renewal of a national treasure by Eugeae Kinkead, 
W.W. Norton & Co., New York, 1990 
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IN THE NEWS 
BORN TO BE MILD 

Norway is concerned about th·e heal th of its wild salmon after· mass break
outs of farmed salmon during the late 1980s. The fish, bred in their 
coastal pens for fast growth, are relatively more docile and less fit 
than their ocean-going rivals. They are too flabby to leap waterfalls 
and spawn upriver, some hang around aimlessly outside their former 
enclosures and -- judging by lumps of wood found in some stomachs -- do 
not know what to eat. Scientists fear that they may upset the genetic 
balance or spread diseases unknown in the wild. 

from the GLOBE AND MAIL, Feb. 7, 1992 

ROCKET RESCUE 

Wildlife officials rescued two owl eggs from the top of a U.S. Air Force 
rocket launch pad at Cape Canaveral, Florida, and placed them in an 
incubator for hatching. A great horned owl had made its nest up high in 
the 42-metre gantry from which a Delta 2 rocket carrying a satellite is 
due to be launched in early February. The protective mother owl, which 
had pecked at workers ·on the gantry, has not been seen since the eggs 
were removed. 

from the TCROOID STAR, Jan, 18, 1992 

BENEFITS OF CUTTING GRASS CUTTING 

A shortage of cash in local governme~t has had hidden benefits for botanists 
in Sheffield [England). Over the past two years, grass cutting in the 
city's Graves Park has been reduced due to spending cuts. In some areas, 
wildflowers not seen for years have reappeared, flowered and are setting 
seed. Now local historians have identified signs of the original medieval 
ridge and furrow farming technique, carried out long before the city 
boundaries reached as far as the park. New mowing regimes are being 
introduced to encourage the wildflower meadows, and will be· carefully 
monitored, and it is hoped that orchids will repopulate the meadows from 
other nearby sites, along with other still absent species. Across the 
country, many local authorities are discovering viable remnants, seed banks 
in hitherto barren grassland, as the cost of weekly summer mowing comes 
under scrutiny. 

an article by Pete Bowler in the AMATElJR GARDENIN; magazine, Feb. 15, 1992 

SUNWEAR REDUCES EXPOSURE TO THE SUN 

A Burlington entrepreneur is marketing clothes made from a polyester blend 
fabric developed in France to shield things from sun bleach. The hats, 
pants, shirts and jackets, which retail from $40 to $125, filter out 
harmful ultraviolet radiation. Sunveil Sunwear is free of chemicals and 
its sunblocking effect against ultraviolet rays is permanent -- wet or dry. 

extracted from an article by Donna Jean MacKinnon in the TORONTO STAR, Mar. 18/92 

0 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
May 1991, Toronto 

This was the warmest May on record, capping off the warmest spring season 
on record in Southern Ontario. There were no extraordinarily hot days, 
but about half of the days of the month recorded maximum temperatures above 
25°C (sixteen days at 309 Arlington Ave., in mid-town Toronto). Thirty
degree readings were closely approached or barely exceeded on several 
days. The monthly mean temperatures was 17.0°C downtown and 16.3°C at the 
airport: a full 4° above normal at the latter location. In conjunction 
with the warm temperatures, winds were generally light (the lightest since 
1975 downtown and since 1982 at the airport), and sunshine hours about 
21 hours above normal. Rainfall was spotty, with some locations receiving 
above-normal amounts and others below-normal. This is quite typical of a 
summer month (as May really was this year) with its showers and thunderstorms. 
The warmth and sunshine brought a nascent dryness to the soil by the end 
of the month in some localities. 

Two regimes characterized May. The first nine days were seasonal or even 
a little cool, with a few frontal disturbances. From May 10th on, it was 
warm and summerlike with the exception of a brief but sharp cool spell 
(on the Victoria Day weekend, no less!) and a showery easterly flow on 
May 26th. 

MAY MORNING 

This morning as I wake 
crocuses flare like matches in brown corners. 
Dawn is a damp grey wedge 
and traffic sounds slide like beads on a distant string 
to be counted by sleep-thick fingers. 

Louise Herz~erg 

June 1991, Toronto 

This month continued the trend of record or near-record warmth. It was 
the warmest June since 1949 (mean temperature 21.4°C downtown; 20.0°C at 
Lester B. Pearson Airport). There were up to eight days with 30°C 
temperatures in the Toronto area. It was also the driest June since 1959 
at the airport with only 24.4 mm of rain reported. Downtown received 
35 mm, still quite dry, but it was drier in 1988. Again sunshine hours 
were above normal and winds relatively light. The sunshine recorder at 
the University of Toronto (the location of the downtown weather station) 
totalled up 305.8 hours, the most for a June since 1984 and the most for 
any month since July 1989. 

Drought became pronounced by the end of the month; there was no measurable 
rainfall after June 15th. In fact, this was the only significant rainfall. 
A thunderstorm associated with a cold front crossed Toronto, affecting the 
downtown and waterfront areas more. This storm brought a wind gust of 
106 km/h to Toronto Island, ironically the highest gust on record there. 

The long warm trend -- since the fall of 1990 --- continues to break records. 
C> 



WEATHER (cont'd) 

July 1991, Toronto 
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Above-normal temperatures continued into July, although by only one degree 
or so. In addition, repeated and widespread thunderstorm activity during 
the first week brought timely rains. A heat-wave that eased its way in 
on July 16-17th built up to daytime readings in the mid-thirties, overnight 
lows in the mid-twenties, and humidex readings of over 40°C for a few 
days, Aside from this uncomfortable period, July was pleasant and beneficial 
for most. Rainfall was somewhat above-normal due to thunderstorms, 
especially from July 4th-7th, and sunshine was slightly more abundant than 
usual. 

August 1991, Toronto 

CITY 

There is nothing, 
only night, 
and human voices, 
that's all, 
in summer night 
in a city 
that's so bright 
with the power of light 
that for daylight 
there is no need. 

What ·, s needed is speed, 
and a deed. 
The rest is all weed, 
without any need. 
Yes, indeed. 
Don't be a kid! 

Larisa Zviedris 

This month continued the warm trend, Mean temperatures were 1,3° to l,4° 
above normal. This was mainly due to a late heat-wave on Aug. 26th-30th, 
which peaked on the final day with readings as high as 34.6°C at Arlington 
Avenue in mid-town Toronto. 

Otherwise, August was a fine month with generally adequate and well-spaced 
rainfalls. The sun shone for 268.8 hours, the most siµce 1971. Pearson 
Airport's average windspeed of 13.3 km/h was the highest since 1963, but 
this couldn't be attributed to any particular storminess. 

Gavin Miller 
D 
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COMING EVENTS 
Toronto Ornithological Club - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks: 

"The First Wave" - High Park - Saturday, May 2 from 7:30 am to 12 noon 
Meet the leader, Bob Yukich in the parking lot inside the Bloor St. 
entrance at High Park Ave . 
"Warblers" - Lambton Woods - Saturday, May 9 from 7:30 am to 12 noon 
Meet the leader, Don Burton, in the parking lot at James Gardens (access 
from Edenbridge Dr . ) 
"Peak Migration" - Toronto Islands - Monday, May 18 from 7:45 am (all day) 
~eet at Toronto Islands ferry docks at the foot of Bay St . to catch the 
8 am ferry to Hanlan's Point. Bring a lunch. 
"Whimbre l and Other Migrants" - West Toronto Lakeshore - Sunday. May 24 
from 7 am to 12 noon. Meet the leader, Glenn Coady, at the entrance to 
the lakeshore Psychiatric Hospital on Lakeshore Blvd . West at Kipling Ave. 
"Breeding Birds" - Halton Regional Forest - Saturday, June 6 from 6:30 am 
(all day). Meet the leader, Hugh Currie , at the northwest corner of 
Yorkdale Mall in the parking lot in front of The Bay (formerly Simpsons). · 
Bring a lunch. 
TI-IE NEXT JIM BAII.LIE MEMJRIAL BIRD WAlK WilL TAKE PlACE IN SEPl'EMBER. 

East York Outing Club meeting - Thursday, May 14 - Hawks, Eagles and Owls -
with David Inch of Rights for Raptors - at the S. Walter Stewart Library, 
170 Memorial Park Ave. at 7 pm. Guests welcome . 

Kortright Centre for Conservation 
Pond Life - weekends May 2-3, 9-10, 16-18, 23-24 & 30-31 at l pm 
Special Birding Hikes - May 19-22 at 8:30 am; May 23 at 11:30 am & 2:30 pm 
The Nesting Season - weekends June 6-7, 13-14, 20-21 & 27-28 at 11:30 am 
What Goes Up (water cycle) - weekends July 4-5, 11-12, 18-19 & 25-26 
at 2:30 pm 
Stream Safari - weekends Aug. 1- 3, 8-9, 15-16, 22-23 & 29-30 at 11:30 am 
Bat Night - Aug. 13 from 8 pm to 10 pm 
For advance tickets and information call 832-2289. 

Car Dependence: Costs, Causes and Cures - 2nd International Conference 
on Auto-Free Cities - May 22-24 at the University of Toronto, Fees: $75. 
To register or for more information, contact Transportation Options, 
427 Bloor St. West, Suite 205, Toronto M5S 1X7. 

Help Spring Clean High Park - Sunday, May 3 at 2 pm. Meet at the Keele 
subway station (west entrance at Keele and Bloor). Garbage bags will be 
supplied by Friends of High Park. Please bring gloves to wear. 

Astronomy Week at the McLaughlin Planetarium - Saturday May 2 to May 9 -
Family Stargazing Workshops - May 2 , May 3 & May 9 at ll am 
Solar observing on the Planetarium plaza - May 3 from 12 noon to 4 pm 
Meteor- rights and meteor-wrongs - May 3 from 12 noon to 4 pm 
Stargazing workshop - May 4 from 7 pm to 9 pm 
Astronomy Conducted Tour - May 5 to 8 at 2 pm 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Put Down Roots in Toronto Parks on Earth Day,April 25th -- help the City 
of Toronto Department of Parks and Recreation plant more than 800 trees 
and bushes at three sites starting at 10 am -- at Blythwood Park Ravine, 
in the city's north end; Rennie Park, in the city's· west end; and Glen 
Stewart Ravine, in the city's east end. Wear suitable casual clothing 
and garden gloves and bring along a round-nosed shovel and a pail for 
watering. Friendly and knowledgable staff from the Dept. of Parks and 
Recreation will be at the three sites to provide assistance. For more 
information call 392-1111. 

Walk with the Earth on April 26, Earth Day, from Nathan Phillips Square 
to Queen's Park. Program begins at 12 noon and ends at 3:30 pm and 
includes Dr. David Suzuki.as a keynote speaker. 

Don Valley Spring Plantings - Task Force to Bring Back the Don and the 
Metro Roads and Transportation Dept. invite you to plant trees and shrubs 
on Saturday, May 9 where the Lower Don Trail passes under the on-ramp to 
the Don Valley Parkway (just north of the Bloor St. Viaduct) and on 
Saturday, May 23rd along the trail where it crosses over the river (just 
north of the Riverdale Park footbridge). Both plantings will begin at 
10 am and take place rain or shine. To find the planting locations, walk 
north along the trail from the Riverdale Park footbridge. For more 
information call 392-1255. Many volunteers are needed. (The Parkway 
will be closed on May 23 for road repairs (oh joy!) so safety isn't a 
problem (or noise!). 

Help Restore the Don Valley - plant trees and shrubs with the Richmond 
Hills Naturalists and the Friends of the Don - at a pond north of the 
Mill Pond in Richmond Hill - May 2, 1992 - Call Walter Watt . (737-8351) 
for details. 

GeoFest Field Trips - from the front entrance of the Ontario Science 
Centre at 8:15 am, returning by 9 pm 
Saturday, May 30 - Stops include Don Valley Brick Works, Canadian Gypsum 

Company plant and the Standard Aggregate Quarry in Hagersville, the 
Niagara Escarpment and a Lake Iroquois gravel bar. Leader: Ed Freeman 

Sunday, May 31 - Trip includes. stops at Oak Ridges Moraine, Peterborough 
Drumlin Field, Madoc iron pit, Canada Talc mine and an old gold prospect. 
Leader: Kathleen Kemp 

Send your name, address, telephone numbers, payment ($30 per person per trip), 
noting the trip you want to take to: Vic Tyrer, Science Branch, 
Ontario Science Centre, 770 Don Mills Rd., Don Mills, Ont. M3C 1T3. 

Bring your own lunch and beverage or send $7.50 to cover cost of a boxed 
lunch, Note: the ground will be uneven and hilly in places. Suitable 
clothing and footwear required. 

Weston, then and now - an illustrated talk by Marj Mossman and Mary Lou 
Ashbourne - May 21 at 7:30 pm at the Presbyterian Church at Cross Street 
in Weston - a nominal charge for the new "Town of Weston" street signs, 
a joint project of the Weston Historical Society and the Weston Ratepayers 

Help Clean up the Don at Crescent Town - May 2 at 9:30 am - Taylor Creek 
between Dawes Road and Victoria Park - free :refreslnents to follow. 

I> 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

A Celebration of Springtime in the Don Valley - Sun. June 7 from 11 am to 
4 pm - at Todrnorden Mills - medicinal and culinary plants - lectures 
by Pleasance Crawford and Margaret Killy. Admission fee $2.25. 

Corne to the Fair - Todmorden Mills Museum 25th year - July 12 from 11 am 
to 4 pm. Free admission. 

Can the Earth Sunmit Remain Green - A ·Lecture by Elizabeth May in The Scarborough 
Civic Centre trom 7:30 to 9:30 pm - Wed. May 6 - sponsored by the United 
Nations Association and Scarborough Environmental Alliance. For more 
details call 284-6409. 

Green Thumb Days for children from 7 through 11 at the Civic Garden Centre 
from 9:30 am to noon during July and August. Call 397-1355 for details. 

Young Naturalists Camps - sponsored by the Federation of Ontario Naturalists 
for children from 11 to 13 and 13 to 15. For details, call 519-832-$928 
(9 am to 9 pm) or write to FON Membership Trips, 428 Falconer St., 
Port Elgin, Ont. NOH 2C2. 

A natural science camp for children combining recreation and outdoor 
education - Call Sam Hambly at 249-4517 or write to Camp Allsaw, c/o 
9 Calais Ave., Downsview, Ont, M3M 1N3. (Canq> is in Haliburton.) 

THE CROMBIE COMMISSION -- WHAT'S HAPPENING NEXT? 

When the "Crombie Coamission" releases its final report in April, it will 
have completed its original 1988 mandate -- 4 years and 16 reports later. 
In between, the Commission has given the most environmentally significant 
assessment of Toronto's portlands, Island airport, Harbourfront and growing 
pollution problems. Naturalists can be proud of shaping the final 
recommendations through numerous deputations. 

This Royal Commission was different in many ways, using the open, inclusive 
approach, adopting the bioregional planning method, and bringing all 
interested parties to the table. 

What are the Commission's final recommendations and what are the plans to 
implement them? We can find out by studying the final report and then by 
letting our politicians know that we support the report's call for water
front regeneration. Provincially, the signs are favourable. Ruth Grier 
and the Ministry of the Environment have announced that Mr, Crombie will 
stay on to lead a "Waterfront Regeneration Trust", an agency which could 
control development and encourage cons.ervation measures across the entire 
Greater Toronto Area waterfront (from Burlington to Port Hope). The effects 
would be enormous, setting new environment standards for development as 
far away as the Oak Ridges Moraine. 

This new Trust will be charged with implementing the proposed Waterfront 
Greenway/Trail, the duties of the former Waterfront Development Office and 
creating a new plan for the Ataratari lands. 

Naturalists are urged to comment on the Crombie Waterfront Plan at public 
hearings to be held in May. Call the Commission at 973-7185 for times and 
locations. For Citizens for a Lakeshore Greenway information, call 
Ann Patkau at 260-0219. 

Bill Frankling 
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FOR ENJOYME~T OF OUTINGS 

wide brim on hat 
for protection 
from sun 

long socks 
to help you 
avoid ticks 

hiking boots 

~:!:!=~ 
free 

r 

running 
shoes 

TTC RIDE GUIDE 

Metro map 

notebook&. pen 

-
Bring your family 
and/or friends 

long sleeves 

to protect 
you from: 

mosquitoes 

poison ivy 

thistles 

rainwear 

camera 

slacks 

to protect 
you from: 

mosquitoes 
poison ivy 
thistles 
ticks 

sun glasses 

insect 
repellant 

thermos 
or 

flask 

snack 

~ keys 

money 

TTC fare 

E.D. 
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Saturday 
May 2 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
May 3 
10:30 am 

or 

Sunday 
May 3 

11 am 

May 4 

May 4/5 

Wednesday 
May 6 

10:30 am 

Thursday 
May 7 
6:45 pm 

TFNOUTINGS 
May 

HIGH PARK ;_ nature arts 
Leader: Diana Banville 

TFN 428 - 15 

Toronto 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. West 
opposite High Park Ave. 
Bring camera, sketching materials and stool, or just comeaod enjoy. We will 
be studying May flowers. Lunch optional. 

LAMB TON WOODS - plant lore Humber, Etobicoke 
Leader: Richard Aaron 
Meet on the east side of Royal York Road at Edenbridge Dr. 
Lunch optional. 
Bring your favourite plant books and we will learn to look up and discover 
rore about the plants we find. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds for beginners lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader : Helen Smith 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. Bring lunch. 
We will be looking for early mignmts. Bring notebook and pencil , also 
binoculars if you have them. Be prepared to look and listen. 

TFN MEETING (see page 28.) 

The annual Eta Aquarid meteor soower is predicted to reach its peak in .the 
predawn hours. Moonlight will not interfere with the shower this year so 
dozens of meteors per hour may be seen tmder suitably dark conditions. 
Shower members are debris from Ccmet Halley -tu.ch last visited the Earth's 
vicinity in 1986. 

SCARBOROUGH TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR- nature walk Scarborough 
Leader: Karin Fawthrop 
Meet at the northeast corner of St. Clair Ave. East and 
Midland Ave. Bring lunch. Walk may end at a different public 
transit stop . 
We will be following an undeveloped road right-of-way. The meadow-like 
conditions should provide us with sightings of meadowlarks and bobolinks; 
wet swales may contain toads (and tadpoles). Sane unusual plants may be seen. 

PINE POINT • evening ramble Humber, Et.obicoke 
Leader: Mark Kubisz 
Meet at the east end of Allenby Ave. (first street north of 
Hwy 401, runs east from Isington Ave.) 
Mark has lived in the area and studied the birds and 
plants for many years. It's his "back yard". Ccme and help him find ev-en 
m:,re about the area he has adop~ for a ravine study. 

TO A COMMON YELLOWTHROAT 
"Witchity witchity witchity!" And now may we ask, 
Is it for your witchery you wear a black mask? 

t> 

Diana Banville 



MAY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
May 9 
10 am 

Sunday 
May 10 
10 : 30 am 

or 

Sunday 
May 10 
11 am 

Wednesday 
May 13 
11 am 

Friday 
May 15 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
May 16 
9 am 

or 

Saturday 
May 16 
10 am 

WILKET CREEK - trees 
Leader : Tom Atkinson 

West Don, North Yotk 

Meet at the southwest corner of Lawrence Ave. East and Leslie 
Street. Morning only. Walk may end at a different public 
transit stop. 
This is one of a series of walks by Tom to the same area where he is helping 
us to get to kmw different kinds of trees as individuals. We will soon have 
seen most of the trees in this area in every season of the year. Bring your 
favourite tree book and/or notebook and pencil. 

ETOBICOKE CREEK - plant lore 
Leader: Richard Aaron 

Etobicoke Creek, Etobicoke 

Meet at the west end of Rathburn Road. Bring lunch. 
A chance to practise identifying plants using field guides; also we will be 
learning about the lore connected with the plants we identify. Cane prepared 
for a long, leisurely day in the field. 

DOWNSVIEW DELLS - birding for beginners 
Leader: Helen Smith 

Black Creek, North Yotk 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Sheppard Ave. 
West (between Keele and Jane). Bring lunch. 
This is a good time to see migrating birds . Bring your field guide, 
pencil and notebook and be prepared to listen and watch carefully. 

ETOBICOKE CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Isabel Smith 

Etobicoke Creek, Etobicoke 

Meet at the west end of Rathburn Road • . Bring lunch. 
A lovely area to walk -- spring flowers will be at their best. 

MOATFIELD PARK - evening ramble 
Leader: Eileen Mayo 

East Don, North Yotk 

Meet on the east side of Leslie Street at Lesmill 
A leisurely evening walk to look for spring wildfowers and 

Rd. 
migrating birds. 

GUILDWOOD PARK - birds 
Leader: Walter Frey 

lakeshore, Scarborough 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Guildwood Pkwy. 
opposite Galloway Road . Lunch optional. 
Many bird species migrate along the lakeshore at this time of year. Cane 
prepared for grand views of the lake and lots of spriDg wildflowers as well 
as birds. 

DERRYDOWN PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Allan Greenbaum 

Black Creek, North Yotk 

Meet at the park entrance on the s·outh side of Finch Ave . West 
(between Keele and Jane). Lunch optional. Walk may end at 
a different public transit stop. 
A good time of year to enjoy birds and wildflowers along this tributary of 
·the Humber River. 

C> 
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MAY OUTI NGS (cont'd) 

Sunday 
May 17 
1:30 pm 

Monday 
May 18 
9 am 

ferry 
$ tickets 

Tuesday 
May 19 
10:30 am 
$ ferry 

tickets 

Wednesday 
May 20 
10:30 am 

Thursday 
May 21 
6:45 pm 

Satu rday 
May 23 
8 am t o 
6 pm 

PMCL 
SCHOOL BUS 

bus 
$ fare 

TAYLOR CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Morris Sorensen 

Taylor Creek, F.ast York 

Meet just outside the Victoria Park subway station. Walk may 
end at a different public transit stop . 
Come and learn both the humn and natural history of this section of 
the F.ast Don's largest tributary. 

TORONTO ISLAND - birds lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Helen Smith & others 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay Street in time t o 
take the 9 am ferry. Bring lunch. 
This is usually considered the best day to see mi.grating birds in the Toronto 
area. C.ane rain or shine. Often the rost birds are seen on the 'wrst" days. 

TORONTO ISLAND - nature arts 
Leader: Ann Millett 

lakeshore, Toronto 

See above. 
Bring camera, sketching materials and stool, or just cane and enjoy. 

TORONTO HUNT CLUB - natnre walk 
Leader: Laura Greer 

lakeshore, Scarborough 

Meet at the entrance to the club on the south side of Kings ton 
Road opposite Woodland Park Road . Morning only. 
A lovely wild ravine with many interesting wildflowers and birds to enjoy. 

HUMBER MARSHES - evening ramble Hunber, Toronto 
Leader : Helen Smith 
Meet at the Old Mill subway station. Wear long sleeves and 
slacks and waterproof footwear . This area is full of poison 
ivy, nettles and mosquitoes. 
The marshes contain many interesting plants, birds, airphibians and reptiles. 

JIM BAILLIE NATURE RESERVE - a day in the country oortheast of Metro 
Leaders: directors of TFN 
Call EileenMayo (445-4621) if you plan to attend. Conf irm by 
sending a cheque for $12.00 (NOT post-dated), payable to t he 

"Toronto Field Naturalists - bus t r ip" to Eileen at 
405- 44 Stubbs Dr., Willowdale M2L 2R3 . Bus leaves from 
southeast corner of Yonge St . and Old York Mills Rd . (south 
exit of York Mills subway station) at 8 am and returns t her e 
at 6 pm. No washroom on bus , but there are 3 outhouses at 
the reserve. Bring lunch, snack and lots to drink. 

For those travelling by car: we will be arri ving at the 
property about 9:30 am. Lunch will be at the shel ter from 
12 noon to 1 pm. 

Bring waterproof footwear, cameras~ sketching mterials and stool, binoculars, 
field guides, clippers, ~rk gloves. Even if you don' t plan to help with 
trail clearing, folloong the trails helps maintain them. We will be taking 
guided walks through both our properties which are basically cedar swatll>S 
with sane uplands in fields. 

A guide book to the property is available at metrthly meet!•• Sane coples 
will be available for purchase at the outing. 

I> 
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MAY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Sunday 
May 24 
11 am 

Tuesday 
May 26 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
May 27 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
May 30 
10 am 

or 
Saturday 
May 30 
11 am 

MORNINGSIDE PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Joanne Doucette 

Highland Creek, Scarborough 

Meet at the park entrance on the west side of Morningside Ave. 
south of Ellesnrere Rd. Bring lunch. 
This very large pai:k is a wonderful place to see spring wildflowers and birds. 

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Sheila Van Landeghem 
Meet at the cemetery entrance on the east side of Yonge Street 
2~ blocks north of St. Clair Ave. 
We will be looking at trees and shrubs in this outstanding arboretum. Many 
should be in flower at this time. 

BESTVIEW PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Eva Davis 

East Don, North Yoi:k 

Meet on the south side of Steeles Ave. East at Bestview Drive 
(between Bayview and Leslie). Bring lunch . Walk may end at 
at different public transit stop. 
We will be visiting a large tableland forest and the adjacent ravines which 
lead into the East Don Valley. A great place for wildflowers, large trees 
and birds etc. 

ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk 
Leader: Robin Powell 

Rouge, Scarborough 

Meet at the entrance to the Metro Zoo on Meadowvale Road north 
of Sheppard Ave. East. Bring lunch . Walk may end at a 
different public transit stop. 
We will be visiting the Beare landfill site to view the adjacent Rouge Valley 
and the far-off City and nearby Pickering nuclear station before descending 
into the valley to enjoy the diversity of wildlife there. Steep hills and 
wet areas may make this a strenuous outing. 

LAMBTON WOODS - birding for beginners 
Leader: Helen Smith 

Humber, Etobicoke 

Meet at the park entrance on Edenbridge Drive (off Royal _ York 
Road). Bring lunch. 
If you've never watched birds before, this is a good time to begin. Bring 
a notebook and pencil and be prepared to look and listen carefully. 

SUN WARNINGS 

• The sun is most lethal between 10 am and 2 pm. Stay in the shade and 
avoid heavy activity. Too much sun can result in dehydration, heat 
stroke, sunburn and/or skin damage. 

• Use a sunscreen with an SPF (Sun Protection Factor) of 15 or higher on 
all members of the family over a year old. 

• Avoid dehydration. Drink at least six eight-ounce glasses of water a 
day, and drink before you start to feel thirsty. 

• Protect your eyes. Buying proper protective sunglasses will lessen your 
exposure to ultraviolet radiation, and will help avoid eye irritation 
from the glare of the hot summer sun. 

extracted from Canada Safety Council advice, 1991 



Monday 
June 1 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
J une 3 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
June 6 
10 am 

or 

Saturday 
June 6 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
June 7 
2 pm 

Tuesday 
June 9 
6 : 45 pm 

June 
CASTLE FRANK BROOK RAVINE - evening ramble 
Leader: Dr. Nick Badenhuizen 

TFN 428 - 19 

Don, Toronto· 

Meet just outside the Rosedale subway station. Walk will 
end at a different public transit stop. 
We will be following what is left of this downtown ravine in a northwesterly 
direction. No water remains above ground, but we may find clues to a wetter 
past. Many interesting plants survive and even thrive in this very urban 
setting. 

EARL BALES PARK - nature walk West Don, North York 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 
Meet at the southeast corner of Bathurst St. and York Downs Dr. 
Walk may end at a different ~ublic transit stop. Bring lunch. 
We will be exploring some of the deep ravines of this large park. Lots of 
climbing and possibly wet areas to cross. The reward may be sane of Metro's 
rarer plants and an adventure. 

WEST HUMBER - nature walk West Humber, Etobicoke 
Leader: Joan O'Donnell 
Meet at the northwest corner of Albion Road and Thistledown Blvd. 
Walk may end at a different public transit stop. Morning only. 
Joan lives near this area and has been studying its natural history for many 
years. A good chance to learn and, if you have infonnation about the area, 
to share. 

EARL BALES HOUSE - nature arts 
Leader: Joan Patterson 

West Don, North York 

Meet at the northwest corner of the park -- on Bathurst Street 
south of Sheppard Ave. West. 
Bring camera, sketching materials and stool, and lunch, or cane an enjoy • . 
Spend _a relaxed time sketching or taking photos in the carq>any of others 
who enjoy the same subjects and can help with identification problen.s. 

WEST POND/RENNIE PARK - hunan & natural history Toronto 
Leader: David Orsini 
Meet at the southeast corner of Morningside Ave. and Windermere 
Ave. 
This area contains many features of interest to naturalists and historians. 
The pond which is adjacent to Grenadier Pood contains many kinds of turtles 
and a populations of frogs and toads; Carolinian species such as sassafras 
trees and many fems grow around the pond. 

HIGH PARK - evening ramble 
Leader: Isabel Smith 

Toronto 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. West 
opposite High Park Ave. 
A leisurely evening stroll to enjoy the wildflowers of the park. 

Nearly in a dream, 
giving meaning to cloud-shapes 
we lie back and laugh. 

haiku by Richard Aaron 



TFN 428 - 20 

JUNE OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Wednesday 
June 10 
10: 30 am 

Saturday 
June 13 
9 am 

or 

Saturday 
June 13 
10 am 

Sunday 
June 14 
11 am 

or 
Sunday 
June 14 
2 pm 

Tuesday 
June 16 
10:30 am 

Wednesday 
June 17 
10:30 am 

LOWER DON VALLEY - nature walk 
Leader: Graham Neville 

Don, Toronto 

Meet at the southeast corner of King St. East and Sumach St. 
Walk will end at a different public transit stop. Bring lunch. 
A chance to see where the Don River enters Lake Ontario. We will follow 
the river north and observe the aany species of plants and animals that 
still thrive in this highly urbanized stretch of river valley. 

HINDER PARK - nature walk West Don, North York 
Leader: Allan Greenbaum 
Meet at the park entrance on Bathurst Street opposite the 
Jewish Community Centre north of Sheppard Ave. West . Bring 
lunch. Walk may end at a different public transit stop. 
This will be a strenuous walk with lots of hill climbing and sane nuddy 
areas to cross. A good place to observe spring wildflowers and other wildlife. 

ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk Rouge, Scarborough 
Leader: Robin Powell 
Meet at the Rouge Hill GO station. Bring lunch. Walk will end elsewhere. 
This will be a strenuous walk with lots of hill climbing and sane nuddy 
areas to cross. A chance to view the marshes as we explore the lower Rouge 
Valley. 

ROWNTREE MILLS PARK - birding for beginners 
Leader: Helen Smith 

Humber, North York 

Meet at the northwest corner of Finch Avenue West and Islington 
Ave. Bring lunch. 
For those .starting to watch birds this walk will be a good beginning. 
Bring your notebook and pencil and be prepared to look and listen carefully. 

WALMSLEY RAVINE - nature walk 
Leader: Paula Davies 

West Don, East York 

Meet at the northeast corner of Overlea Blvd. and Beth Nealson 
Drive. Walk may end elsewhere. 
We will be exploring the edges of this ravine and climbing down into it. 
The climb1?& could be strenuous and slippery. 

HARBOURFRONT - nature arts lakesoore, Toronto 
Leader: Betty Paul 
Meet at the entrance to ,the ·LRT in the Union subway Stn·. Lunch 
optional. 
Bring camera, sketching materials and stool, or just come and enjoy the 
leisurely pace of a visit to the waterfront. 

EAST POINT - nature walk 
Leader: Carol Sellers 

lakesh:>re, Scarborough 

Meet at the corner of Beechgrove Dr. and Coronation Dr. 
Bring lunch. 
Birds, beaches, butterflies and wildflowers to enjoy in this so-far 
tmSpoiled area of east Toronto. 

I> 
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JUNE OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Thursday 
June 18 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
June 20 
1:30 pm 

June 20 

Sunday 
June 21 
11 am 

Wednesday 
June 24 
10:30 am 

Friday 
June 26 
6 : 45 pm 

Saturday 
June 27 
10 am 

Sunday 
June 28 
11 am 

TAYLOR CREEK - evening ramble 
Leader: Melanie Milanich 

Taylor Creek, F.ast York 

Meet just outside the Victoria Park subway station. 
Discover the wilder parts of the former Massey Estate on this leisurely 
evening walk. 

DON VALLEY BRICK WORKS - hunan & natural history Don, F.ast York 
Leaders: Ed & Priscilla Freeman 
Meet at the east end of Summerhill Ave. at Chorley Park . 
We will be climbing down into the Don Valley and vi.siting the site of the 
former Brick Works, now part of the Metro Parks system. We will leam about 
brick making and the distant past (glacial history) of our region as it is 
exposed on this property. Also, a great place to find toads and nesting 
killdeer, swallows, etc. 

SUlllller begins, astronomically, at 11:14 JXII• Eastem Daylight Time. 

COL. DANFORTH PARK - nature walk Highland Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Joanne Doucette 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Kingston Rd. 
at Col. Danforth Trail. Bring lunch, 
This deep valley far from the city centre still contains healthy stands 
of cedar trees, many fe;gis and wildflowers as well as an abundance of birds 
and butterflies. ~ 

ROWNTREE MILLS PARK - nature walk Ht.lllber, North York 
Leader: Billie Bridgman 
Meet at the northwest corner of Finch Ave. West and Islington 
Ave. Bring lunch. 
A lovely time of year to visit this large park with its wildflower meadows 
and wetlands and leam about the lam uses which have fonned its look • 

. TADDLE CREEK - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 
Meet at the northwest corner of Bloor St. West and Bedford Rd. 
Walk will end at a different public transit stop. 
This walk will be on streets and through parkettes where we will be looking 
and listening (at sewers) for signs of buried Taddle Creek. For those who 
last to the end, we will visit ~ Park Pond, the source of the Taddle. 

ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk 
Leader: Robin Powell 

Rouge, Scarborough . 

Meet at the corner of Finch Ave. East and Morningside Ave. 
Bring lunch. Walk may end at a different public transit stop. 
A long walk through the floodplain of the Rouge Valley. 

ETOBICOKE CREEK - flowers & beginners ' birds Etobicoke Cr., Etobicoke 
Leaders: Isabel and Helen Smith 
Meet at the southwest corner of Horner Ave. and Browns Line. 
Bring lunch. Walk will end at a different public transit stop. 
For those who want to learn sumier wildflowers, Isabel Smith will be the 
leader; for those who want to leam about birdwatching, Helen Smith will lead. 

r> 
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Wednesday 
July 1 
10:30 am 

Thursday 
July 2 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
July 4 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
July 5 
10 :30 am 

Tuesday 
July 7 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
July 8 
10:30 am 

ferry 
$ tickets 

Saturday 
July 11 
10 am 

July 
WARDEN WOODS - nature walk Taylor Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Joanne Doucette 
Meet outside the Warden subway station. Bring lunch. 
To celebrate Canada Day we will explore this lovely valley and have lunch 
together. 

TADDLE CREEK - evening ramble Toronto 
Leaderi Helen Juhola 
~et at the northwest comer.of Blocir St.West and Bedford Road. Walk 
will end at a different public transit stop . 
We will look for traces of the lost Taddle Creek and explore the University 
of Toronto grounds which are at, their best at this time of year. 

GUILDWOOD INN - nature arts 
Leader: Donna McComb 

l.akeshore, Scarborough 

Meet at the entance to the Inn, on the south side of Guildwood 
Parkway. Bring lunch. 
Bring camera, sketching materials and stool, or just cane and enjoy this 
lovely property with its fonna.l gardens, views of the lake, and woodlot. 

WEST HUMBER - nature walk West Hunber, Etobicoke 
Leader: Joan O'Donnell 
Meet at Albion Rd, and Bankfield Dr. Bring lunch, Walk may end elsewhere, 
Come prepared to enjoy wildflowers, birds, fossils, fish, arrphibians and 
reptiles, and learn about the history of this area, or share your knowledge. 

GERRARD RAVINE - evening ramble 
Leader: Ken Cook 

Toronto 

Meet at the Woodbine .subway station. Walk will end at a 
different public transit stop. 
This ravine contains a ramant of one of the city's lost watercourses which 
we will follow toward the lake. 

TORONTO ISLANDS - nature walk l.akeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Ann Millett 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay Street. Bring lunch. 
It's always a pleasure to visit the islands and enjoy the l.akeshore plants 
and animals. 

ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk 
Leader: Robin Powell 

Rouge, Scarborough 

Meet at the southeast corner of Morningside Avenue and 
Morningview Trail, Bring lunch. Walk may end at a different 
public transit stop. 
We will be exploring the l'k>rningside tributary of the Rouge which will 
involve a lot of hill-climbing and stream crossing if we are to visit 
the white pine stand. 

Through sudden waves of heat 
and cool air currents I swim. 
Evening bike ride. 

t> 

haiku by Molly Campbell 
late summer, 1991 
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JULY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Sunday 
July 12 
2 pm 

+ 
Sunday 
July 12 
6:45 pm 

Monday 
Ju l y 13 
6:45_ pm 

Wednesday 
Ju ly 15 
11 am 

Sa turday 
July 18 
2 pm 

Sunday 
July 19 
1:30 pm 

Tuesday 
July 21 
10:30 am 

+. 
Tuesday 
July 21 
6:45 pm 

SAM SMITH PARK - hunan & natural history lakeshore, Etobicoke 
Leader: Bill Frankling 
Meet at the foot of Kipling Ave. on Lake Shore Blvd. Wes t. 
We will explore the former h::ispital groucds and the new lakeshore created 
by lakefi lling. 

UNIVERSIT'! GROUNDS - downtown birds Toronto 
Leader: Ross Harris 
Meet at the northwest corner of College St . and University Ave. 
Walk may end at a different public transit stop. 
A great chance to see sane birds which find city living to their liking 
- - chinney swifts, nightha..ks, etc. 

ROSEDALE - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader : Sheila Van Landeghem 
Meet at the Rosedale subway station . Walk may end at a 
different public transit stop. 
We will be looking at the trees and bridges of the Rosedale area. 

WYCHWOOD PARK - urban botany 
Leader: Dr . Nick Badenhuizen 

Toronto 

Meet at the northwest corner of Bathurst St. and Davenpor t Rd . 
Lunch optional. 
Learn which plants adapt to urban living. 

GRASS GARDEN - garden plants Toronto 
Leader : Peter Iveson 
l1eet at John St,; on t:M-~uth side of Front St . West. Walk wi ll 
end at a different public transit stop . 
Grasses can be very interesting and slnJy as you will see in this garden. 
Peter, who is a professional gardener, may also show us sane other gardens. 

ROWNTREE MILLS PARK - stream dynamics -
Leader: Alfred Adamo 

Hunber, North York 

Meet at the northwes·t corner of Finch Ave . West and Is lington 
Ave. 
We will be looking at the hydrogeology and fluvial geaoorphology of the 
Humber River as it flows through this large park. 

OLD MILL - nature arts HI.Jnber, Etobicoke/roronto 
Leader: Mary Cumming 
Meet at the Old Mill subway station. Br ing camera , sketching 
materials and stool, or just come and enjoy . Lunch opti onal. 
Historic bridge and building as well as many natural features to enjoy. 

UNDERGROUND - urban geology Toronto 
Leaders: Ed & Priscilla Freeman 
Meet outside the Union subway station on Front St . West at 
Bay St. Walk will end at a different public transit stop. 
Learn about sane of the geological history of Toronto and _ see sane of the 
introduced geology in the form of the many building materials used to create 
the downtown buildings and streets. 
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JULY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Wednesday 
July 22 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
July 25 
10 am 

Sunday 
July 26 
11 am 

or 

Sunday 
July 26 
1:30 pm 

Wednesday 
July 29 
10 : 30 am 

Thursday 
July 30 
6:45 pm 

BENDALE PARK - nab.Ire walk 
Leader : Ruth Munson 

Highland Creek, Scarborough 

Meet at thenortheas t corner of Lawrence Ave. East and Mc Cowan Rd. 
Walk will end at a different public transit stop. Bring lunch. 
A chance to learn some of the huran and natural history of this area. 

WILKET CREEK - trees 
Leader: Tom Atkinson 

West Don, North Yori< 

Meet at the southwest corner of Lawrence Ave. East and Leslie 
Street. Walk may end at a different public transit stop . 
Lunch optional. 
A great way to learn trees is to vi$it a particular area in wery season 
and get to know the trees as individuals. This is the s1.11Jter visit in 
a series of walks to this area. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birding for beginners lakesh:>re, Toronto 
Leader: Helen Smith 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. Bring lunch •. 
Beginners are urged to bring pencil and notebook and be prepared to look 
and listen carefully. 

HUMBER ARBORETUM - nab.Ire walk West Humber, Etobicoke 
Leader: David Stephens 
Meet at the southwest corner of Humber College Blvd. and Hwy. 
Visit the arboretlln, a wildflower garden and the valley and leam about 
the area' s natural history. 

EAST DON VALLEY - nature walk F.ast Don, North Yori< 
Leader: Eileen Mayo 
Meet at the northwest corner of Sheppard Ave. East and Leslie 
Street. Bring lunch • . Walk will end at a different public 
transit stop. 
We will be exploring the valley fran the Metro "bike" path from which we 
can see many kinds of wildflowers, shrubs and trees. 

CEDARVALE RAVINE - evening ramble Don, Toronto 
Leader : Ruth Munson 

27 . 

Meet at the Heath St. exit of the St. Clair West subway station 
(Spadina line). Walk may end at a different public transit stop. 
Tirl.s lovely urban ravine was "restored'' after the subway was put under it. 
Come and see hcYw wild it has becane. I> 

LIGHTNING SAFETY RULES 

• Do not make yourself into a lightning rod by projecting yourself above 
the surrounding landscape; do not stand near possible lightning conductors 
like trees and utility poles. 

• Move away from open water, such as lakes and rivers. 

• Stay away from metal objects such as wire fences. 

• If you are in a group in the open, spread out. 

extracted from an article by David Phillips in the CANADIAN ~C, June/July 1991 



Saturday 
August 1 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
August 2 
11 am 

Monday 
August 3 
11 am 

$ entrance 
fee 

Wednesday 
August 5 
11 am 

Friday 
Aug. 7 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
August 8 
10 am 

Sunday 
August 9 
10:30 am 
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August 
ECOLOGY HOUSE - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: · Janette Cornish 
Meet at 12 Madison Ave, (one block east of Spadina Rd. just 
north of Bloor St. West). Lunch optional. 
Bring camera, sketching materials and stool, or just cane ar.d enjoy the wild 
garden. 

SPADINA GARDEN - garden fl~ers Toronto 
Leader: Dr. Nick Badenhuizen 
Meet at the gates to the garden on Spadina Rd. just east of 
Casa Loma. Morning only. 
The garden is a project of the Garden Club of Toronto; the house is a 
historic site. Wonderful view of Toronto fran the grounds. 

CASTLE FRANK & TODMORDEN - heritage walk 
Leaders: Aarne & Helen Juhola 

Don, Toronto/East York 

Meet at the Castle Frank subway station. Light lunch available at Toororden. 
Walk will end at a different public transit stop. 
A perfect way to celebrate Sincoe Day with a visit to the Sim:x>e's SIJlllllering 
grounds and a walk across the valley in their footsteps. 

LAKESHORE - insects 
Leader: Bill Edmonds 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. Bring lunch. Walk will 
end at a different public transit stop. 
We will be looking for insects in the area between the spit and Olerry Beach. 

WARDEN WOODS - evening ramble _ Taylor Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Eva Davis 
Meet outside the Warden subway station. Walk will end at a 
different public transit stop. 
We may do a lot of hill climbing, exploring this lovely wild park, 

HIGHLAND CREEK ·- nature walk 
Leader: Robin Powell 

Highland Creek, Scarborough 

Meet on the east side of Markham Road at Progress Court (just 
south of Hwy. 401.) Bring lunch. Walk will end at a different 
public transit stop. 
Lots of hills to climb and a creek to cross as we explore this wild section 
of Highland Creek Valley looking for features of interest. 

WEST HUMBER - nature walk 
Leader: Joan O'Donnell 

West Humber, Etobicoke 

Meet at the corner of Albion Road and Bankfield Dr. Bring 
lunch. Walk may end at a different public transit stop. 
Joan is studying this area and is roping for help with identifying some of 
the surrmer plants and animals. 

Butterflies waltzing, 
floating on an errant breeze, 
wings like eyelashes. 

haiku by J. Kenneth Cook 
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Al.GUST QUl'IN:;S (cont'd) 

Wednesday 
August 12 
10:30 am 

Thursda y 
August 13 
6:45 pm 

Sa turday 
August 15 
9 am 

Sunday 
Augus t 16 
10:30 am 

or 

Sunday 
August 16 
11 am 

Tuesday 
August 18 
10 am 

Wednes day 
August 19 
10:30 am 

EDWARDS GARDENS - nature walk Wilket Creek, North York 
Leader : Siglinde MacKay 
Meet at the southwest corner of Lawrence Avenue East and 
Leslie Street . Bring lunch. Walk may end at a different 
public stop. 
For contrast we will first explore the gardens, then we will visit Wilket 
Creek and/or Sunnybrook Park. 

BELT LINE - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Nancy Fredenburg 
Meet at the Eglinton West subway station (Spadina line) . 
Walk will end at a different public transit stop. 
This is the last of the evening rambles for the S\.lllrer season. The evenings 
are getting shorter. We may see the full o:non rise. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds 1.akeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Don Burton 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street . Bring lunch . 
The shorebirds are beginning to migrate south. We will also see waterfowl 
and sumnering songbirds. 

LOWER DON - nature walk 
Leader: Mark Wilson 

Don, East York/Toronto 

Meet on Broadview Avenue at Pottery Road . Walk will end at 
a different public transit stop. Bring lunch. 
Come and learn about the humm and natural history of the lower Don Valley 
and the plans to rehabilitate the valley. 

HUMBER BAY PARK - birding for beginners · lake.shore , Etobicoke 
Leader: Helen Smith 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Lake Shore Blvd.t 
West at the foot of ParkLawn Rd. Bring lunch. 
Beginners are urged to bring a notebook and pencil and be prepared to 
listen carefully as well as watch. 

TAYLOR CREEK - nature arts Taylor Creek, East York 
Leader : Diana Banville 
Meet at the Victoria Park subway s t ation (on east side of 
Victoria Park, north of Danforth Avenue) . Bring lunch. 
Bring camera, sketching materials and stool, or just cane and enjoy the SUl!lller 
wildflowers - in this lovely section of valley. A list of ~tches neeaed 
for the newsletter will be handed out to the artists. 

ROSETTA McLAIN PARK - nature walk lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader : Karin Fawthrop 
Meet at the park entrance on the south s i de of Kingston Rd . 
east of Birchmount Road. Bring lunch. Walk may end a t a 
different public transit stop. 
A chance to look at the garden and enjoy views of the lake before explor ing 
further. 

C> 
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AUGUST OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
August 22 
11 am 

Sunday 
August 23 
1:30 pm 

Wednesday 
August 26 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
August 29 
11 am 

ferry 
$ tickets 

Sunday 
August 30 
11 am 

HIGHLAND CREEK - nature walk Highland Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Raphael Sussman 
Meet at the southeast corner of Markham Road and Progress Court 
(south of Hwy. 401). Bring lunch. 
Lots of stream crossing on stepping stones as we explore this section of 
the valley. No washrooms. Walk will last about 3 hours. 

LESLIE STEET SPI_T - insects & wildflowers l.akeshore, Toronto 
Leaders: Bill Edmonds & Helen Juhola 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. Walk will end at a different 
public transit stop. 
We will be examining the insects and plants that grow alocg the l.akeshore. 
Monarchs nay be migrating. 

WIGMORE PARK - nab.Jre walk East fun, North York 
Leader: Eva Davis 

·Meet at the school on the west side of Sloane Ave. (north of 
Eglinton Ave. East). Walk may end elsewhere. Bring lunch. 
TFN has published a sb.Jdy of this wild section of valley, part of the 
Olarles Sauriol Conservation Reserve. Come prepared for lots of hill climbing. 

TORONTO ISLANDS - wildflowers l.akeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Dr. Nick Badenhuizen 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay Street in time to 
catch the ferry. Bring lunch. 
To help you learn nore on this outing the TFN publication about the plant 
cormn.mities and noteworthy species of Toronto Islands is recarmended. 

EAST POINT - nature walk l.akeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Ken Cook 
Meet at the foot of Morningside Ave. Bring lunch. 
This area is probably at its very best at this time of year -- with migrating 
birds and butterflies, flowering orchids and gentians and blazing stars, and 
lots of singing crickets. 

C 

FOR "EDIBLE WILD" ENTHUSIASTS 

• Collect on your own property _or,with permission,from someone else 's -
never from publicly owned land such as parkland or conservation areas. 

• Collect away from r _oadsides where herbicides, road salts and lead etc. 
from cars may have polluted your crop. 

o Know what you're doing , A few Virginia creeper berries in a harvest of 
wild grape could be more than "sickening". 

• Please leave some for propagation and for wildlife (who don 't have the 
alternative of using supermarkets). 

H.J. 

Trees, especially, droop under automobile fumes. How these fumes affect us is 
another matter. 

fr001 CENffiAL PARK: the birth, decline, and renewal of a national treasure by Eugene Kinkead, 
W.W. Norton & Co., New York, 1990 
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TFN MEETINGS 
Monday, May 4, 1992 - VEGETATIVE HISTORY OF TORONTO: HIGH PARK AND HUMBER 

at 8 pm 

155 College St. 

6th floor auditorium 

from 7 pm 

MARSHES 
an illustrated lecture by Dr. John McAndrew, 
curator of Botany at the Royal Ontario Museum and 
Professor of Botany and Geology at the University 
of Toronto 

By examining cores of mud taken from Grenadier Pond 
and the Humber Marshes Dr. McAndrew has determined 
the age and composition of the plants of our region. 
Which plants are native and how long have they been 
growing here? What geological changes have taken 
place? This promises to be an interesting evening. 

TFN SOCIAL HOUR 
to 8 pm • time to renew your membership 

in the foyer 
outside the auditorium 

• a chance to stock up on TFN publications for the summer 
• · free coffee 
• a display of the art of Eva Davis 

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, September 13, 1992 (See page 2 ,) 

FOR NATURE INFORMATION 

VISIT THE LOG CABIN IN 

SUNNYBROOK PARK. 

free park maps, displays 
pamphlets 

Sunday afternoons 

April 26 to Oct. ll, 1991 

12 noon to 4 pm 
Call Eileen (445-4621) 

or 

Helen (924-5806) 

if you want to help or 
need to change your 
booki ng. 

,. 
,....,..__,T.,.. .._..., - MDT ~ 

I u•~• 
I·.--~~ ·"··· 

J. u· ,, !f 
I =m:iB!E::=es~~~~-~=== ·- .. ,.... ....,. -·-

,.1.f:'.,,...'-- ~ 
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Membership Renewal Notice 
Your current membership expires June 30, 1992. To renew your membership 
for the year July 1, 1992 to June 30, 1993, and ensure receiving a September 
newsletter, send payment by June 30, 1992, to the address on the back. 

Please renew now to help spread the work load for our volunteers and to 
save us the expense of sending the renewal notice aod,pleas~NO post-dated 
cheques! 

I wish to ** ] renew 
] give a donation 

Remittance enclosed in the amount of: 

$30 Family (2 adults, same address, children included) 

$25 Single $25 Senior family (2 adults 65+) 

l $20 Student $20 Single senior 

] $ _____ Donation (tax receipts issued for donations) 

** Please check your name and address on back and give us your current 
telephone number. 

Telephone --------.................................................................................................... 
Your membership is more than just a newsletter subscription. It's also 
more than talks and walks. You become part of a voice for nature. We're 
usually quiet and behind the scenes, but we've been effective too. We 
have done a lot of good work over the years. It has all been volunteer. 
Sometimes the people involved have had expertise, but mostly they have 
just had an interest. The number of projects expands to use the volunteer~ 
base available. 

from "President's Message" by C:Olin Stewart in the HALIFAX FIELD NAnJRALISI'S' N&lSLEITIR, 
June 91 to Aug. 91, No. 63 

....... ----------.1NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS-----------, 

Needed: essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 300 
words), poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings 

Subjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, 
especially reports of personal experiences with wildlife 

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions 
can be acknowledged. With newspaper clippings include source and date 
of each clipping. 

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted 
at least six weeks before the month in which the event is to take place. 

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists 
20 College St., Unit 4 
Toronto, Ont. MSG 1K2 
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 

20 College St., Suite 4 
Toronto, Ontario MSG 1K2 

(416) 968-6255

TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST 

Publications Mail 
Registration No. 
6669 

Published eight times a year by the Toronto Field Naturalists, a charitable, non-profit organization, the aims of which are 
to stimulate public interest in natural history and to encourage the preservation of our natural heritage. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB: INDEX OF TFN NEWSLETTERS (1938 to present) ............. $ 10.00 
ITS HISTORY AND CONSTITUTION, 1965 .................... $ 2.00 

CHECKLIST OF PLANTS IN FOUR TORONTO PARKS: 
WILKET CREEK, HIGH PARK, HUMBER VALLEY, 
LAMBTON WOODS, 1972 ................................. $ 2.00 

TORONTO THE GREEN, 1976 
Metropolttan Toronto's important natural areas 
are described and recommendations given for 
their conservation and management; 
includes maps, bibliography and index ........................ $ 5.00 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' RAVINE SURVEYS .......... ea$ 4.00 
Survey #1 - Chatsworth Ravine, 1973 
Survey #2 - Brookbanks Ravine, 197 4 
Survey #3 - Chapman Valley Ravine, 1975 
Survey #4 - Wigmore Ravine, 1975 
Survey #5- Park Drive Ravine, 1976 
Survey #6- Burke Ravine, 1976 
Survey #7 - Taylor Creek-Woodbine Bridge 

Ravines, 19n 
Survey #8 - West Don Valley, 1978 

TORONTO REGION BIRD CHART, 1983 ...................... $ 4.00 

A GRAPHIC GUIDE TO ONTARIO MOSSES, 1985 .............. $ 4.00 

GUIDE TO THE TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' 
NATURE RESERVE, LEASKDALE, ONT., 198 6 ............... $ 4.00 

TORONTO ISLANDS: PLANT COMMUNITIES AND 
NOTEWORTHY SPECIES, 198 7 ........................... $ 4 .00 

TODMORDEN MILLS, 1987 ................................ $ 4.00 

VASCULAR PLANTS OF METROPOLITAN TORONTO, 1990 ..... $ 8.00 

NOG.S.T. 

AD publications are available at the monthly general meetings or may be 
ordered from Toronto Field Naturatis ts, 20 Colege S t., Sutte 4, Toronto, 
Ontario, MSG 1 K2. (Add $2.00 per �em for postage and handling). 

MEMBERSHIP FEES (No G.S.T.) 

ISSN 0820-636X 

$30 FAMILY (2 adults - same address, children included) 
$25 SINGLE, SENIOR FAMILY 
$20 STIJDENT, SENIOR SINGLE 
Tax receipts issued for donations 

Membership fees and address changes should be sent to: 
20 College St., Suite 4, Toronto, Ontario MSG 1K2 

., 

'-----


