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TFN MEETINGS 
Sunday, February 7, 1993 - CONSERVATION PLANS FOR THE DON VALLEY-

at 2 : 30 pm two presentations by staff from the Metro 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority -
Rene'e Jarrett and Adele Freeman in the Northrop Frye Hall 

Victoria University Grolrlng interest by the public in the restoration or 
repair of natural enviIOilllellts has led our local 
cooservatioo. authority to re-evaluate its management 
policies for watercourses and valleys in the Toronto 

73 Queen's Park Cres. East 

[doors open at 2 pm] 
, 

region. Reoee Jarrett will discuss the recently 
drafted (May 1992) ''Valley and Stream Corridor Management 
Program" of the Auth:>rity; Adele Freeman will describe 
how the newly formed Don Watershed Task Force (c.c:,q>rised 
primarily of m.micipal councillors and watershed residents) 
will be wo~ on plans during 1993 to regenerate the 
Don River. This should be a stim.llating meeting for 
anyone interested in the protection of natural herit.age. 

+ a display and sale of Alice Mandryk' s..:haadc?fteli.greeting cards, 
plx>tographs, hand embroidered work and recycled prints 

+ Tm memberships and publications will be for sale both 
before and after the meeting ( during the social hour) 

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, March 7, 1993 

-t-----------'NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS"-----------

Needed: essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 300 
words), poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings 

Subjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, 
especially reports of personal experiences with wildlife 

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions 
can be acknowledged. With newspaper clippings include source and date 
of each clipping. 

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted 
at least six weeks before the month in which the event is to take place. 

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists 
20 College St., Unit 11 
Toronto, Ont. MSG 1K2 ----------~ 
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Feb . 2 
11 am 

Saturday 
Feb. 6 
2 pm t o 
5 pm 

Sunday 
Feb. 7 
2: 30 pm 

Thursday 
Feb. 11 
l·,o am 
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. TFN OUTINGS 
February 

FORKS OF THE DON - nature walk 
Leader: Carol Miller 

Don, East Yot'k 

Meet at the corner of Overlea Blvd. and Thorncliffe Park Dr. 
(second block east of Millwood Road) (opposite Banigan Dr . ) 
Morning only. (Meet at sout:lMest comer, opposite the PetroCan station. ) 
We will be looking for groundi'x>gs and winter birds. Feeders along the 
valley edge usually attract aeny birds. Also hawks usually winter in the 
valley and ducks in the Don River. 

TIMOTHY EATON MEMORIAL CHURCH - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Jean Mac.dona~d 
The church is on the horth side of St. Clair Ave. West 
at Dunvegan Ra~ ,-Enter by tne·· west door of the church. '(Go downstairs .) 
Members are eocouraged to brlllg a selection of their own slides (up to 
20 per person) . A projector and screen will be provided. Call Jean 
at 425-6596 if you have questions. Everyone is welcane to participate, 
and if you don't have pictures to show, cane and enjoy the show. We have 
some very talented and knowledgeable members! 

TFN MEETING 
Northrop Frye Hall 
73 Queen's Park Crescent East 

BELTLINE - nature walk 
Leader: Hazel Goldman 

Totooto 

Toronto 

Meet at the southwest corner of Davisville Ave . and Yonge 
St. Walk may end at a different public transit stop. 
We will be following the route of the former Beltline Railway, a line 
,trlch ran up the Don, through the l'tx>re Park Ravine, across the City 
and back to Union Station from the west end. Part of the section we 
will be following is not obviously a rail line oow. We will be looking 
for traces of the railway as well as enjoying nature in the winter. 

d, .. ,.-.. , -11-em 
,.. ... "n,r . 
sre~ ilT)tl\ 4i 

R•y•I On"t'lr.'o 

M"''"Wl 

THE BRUSH ·WOLF OR COYOTE 
turns up every year in 
Toronto Region. There are 
sightings, observations of 
tracks and other evidence . 

I> 

As of 1992 we have a report 
that a l i tter was rai sed but 
no actual sightings of dens 
or pups accompanied it. 
Stokes' guide to ANIMAL 
TRACKING AND BEHAVIOR menti ons 
dens are in .groundhog holes , 
hollow logs or under dense 
clumps of multiflora rose. 



/ 
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FEBRUARY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
Feb. 13 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
Feb. 14 
l:30 pm 

Wednesday 
Feb. 17 
2 pm to 
5 pm 

Saturday 
Feb. 20 
l~~ IE 

Wednesday 
Feb. 24 
11 am 

Saturday 
Feb. 27 
1:30 pm 

ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk 
Leader: Robin Powell 

Rouge, Scarborough 

Meet at the entrance to the Metro Zoo on Meadowvale Road 
north of Sheppard Ave. East. Bring a snack. Walk may end at 
a different public transit stop. 
Cane prepared for a rugged walk up and down hills. A chance to study the 
varied topography of Metro's wildest river valley and enjoy nature in the 
winter. 

SUNNYSIDE/GRENADIER POND - birds 
Leader: Helen Smith 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the northwest corner of the Queensway and Windermere 
Ave. Walk may end at a different public transit stop. 
This will be a leisurely walk to look for wintering waterf<Ml -- gulls, 
ducks, geese. Dress warmly. 

NORTHERN DISTRICT LIBRARY - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Margaret Emminghaus 
Meet at the library which is on the north side of 
Orchard View Blvd., one block north of Eglinton Ave. and 
just west of Yonge St. (Slide show in meeting room on second floor.) 
Members are encouraged to bring a selection of their own slides (up to 20 
per person). A projector and screen will be provided. Everyone is welcane, 
either to bring slides or to cane & appreciate them. Call Margaret at 
924-6030 if you have questions. 

WARDEN~ - nature walk Taylor Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Joanne Doucette 
Meet outside the Warden subway station (Warden and St. Clair 
East). 
Get to know plants and their lore in winter. Bring your bi.IX>culars to see 
roving bands of winter resident birds. We will also watch for fax and other 
tracks. Some steep hills. 

WINDFIELD PARK - nature walk Wilket Creek, North Yolk 
Leader: Eileen Mayo 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of York Mills Rd. 
just east of Bayview Ave. Morning only. 
While part of this palk was formerly a golf course, IIIJCh of it is forest 
and a great place to find birds sheltering from winter winds. Some trees are 
labelled, so a good place to practise identifying trees in winter. 

GLENDON HALL - trees in winter 
Leader: Richard Aaron 

West Don, North Yolk 

Meet at the entrance gates to Glendon (on the east side of 
Bayview Ave. just south of Lawrence Ave. East). Walk may 
end at a different public transit stop. 
Bring your noteoook and pencil and your favourite tree guide. A variety of 
native and introduced species have been planted on the grounds around the 
college buildings. Learn the species by the tree shapes, the buk. and the 
winter buds. 

a 
HANDY REFERENCE BOOKS FOR WINTE~ OUTINGS : See pages 22 and 23. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Some recent executive participation in environmental concerns are as 
follows: 
• Helen Juhola gave a slide presentation on Nov. 10 to the Waterfront 

Regeneration Trust. Points she made were that lakefilling should end, 
that the use of pesticides in parklands should stop, and that the use 
of salt on roads in winter must be reduced. She also encouraged the 
Trust to ensure that any remaining natural areas along the waterfront, 
such as East Point, should be protected from exploitation. 

• Our Vice President, Joan O'Donnell, spoke on Dec. 9th at a public meeting 
in Toronto City Hall on the draft proposals for restoration and management 
of High Park. She recommended that the City Parks and Recreation Dept. 
hire an ecologist to implement restoration plans for High Park; she 
encouraged the City to eliminate the use of pesticides in the park, to 
provide separate bike and walking pathways, to stop pollution of the 
park's waterways at source, to provide more signage regarding the 
picking of wild plants in the park, and to plant only native plants 
(using seeds collected locally) when restoring damaged areas. 

The Ministry of Transport has plans for extending and widening many roads 
and highways. Where the routes cross rivers and creeks, we have written 
to advise them to include or create corridors for wildlife under bridges 
so that both wildlife and people can travel through the lengths of the 
ravines without impediment. An example of this is the proposed widening 
of Highway 404 which will cross the Rouge and its tribu.ta,:y Beaver Creek. 
We also .infooned them of Environmentally Sensitive Areas within their 
projects . · 

Concerning the TFN logo: There have been two submissions of designs for 
a new logo and one letter supporting the present logo. These submissions 
are appreciated and nave beenacknowledged. 

In the future, to generate interest in new memberships, there will be 
displays at Sherway Gardens Mall on Feb. 18, 19, and 20. (See page 29.) 
A number of other displays are being planned. For some we may need 
volunteers. See page 29. 

On Feb. 3rd, I will give a slide show at Brookbanks library. TFN photos 
will be on display in the library prior to the talk to stimulate interest 
and there will be a follow-up club outing to the Brookbanks Ravine in March. 

It was suggested by a member and approved unanimously by the Board of 
Directors that we name the new section of our nature reserve the "Emily 
Hamilton Nature Reserve". Emily, who passed away last year, provided 
much leadership to Toronto Field Naturalists. She shared her knowledge 
of botany as a frequent leader of outings. She served on the Board of 
Directors, on the Outings Committee, and on the Editorial Committee. We 
are proud to call our most recently purchased property "The Emily Hamilton 
Nature Reserve". 

Joan Patterson 
C 

Clear, crisp signs, well maintained, are a manifest mark of good Park 
management; they increase a sense of security. 

ftan CENmAL PARK: the birth, decline, and renewal of a natiooal treasure by &lgece Kinkead, 
W.W. Norton & Co., New York, 1990 . 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 
Nov. 30, 1992 

Thank you for your letter of Sept. 4, 1992 concerning the issues of improper 
waste disposal and landfill leaching in the Meadowvale Road and Sheppard 
Ave. East vicinity, Scarborough. 

The Ministry of the Environment is aware that land situated ·east of the 
McAsphalt plant was historically used for surreptitious dumping of waste 
materials. Cleanup of that property is cunently underway for the future 
construction of the Rouge River Business Park. To date, large quantities 
of debris have been removed and the outstanding issue of soil contamination 
must be addressed before the Ministry can recommend municipal approval for 
the proposed development. 

In your letter you requested information on protection of the Rouge River 
Valley. The issue of buffer zone protection is being addressed by the 
Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation Authority. 

It is my understanding that our Toronto East District Office recently 
conducted an inspection of the Tyrell lanofill site and shall obtain water 
samples from the creek for analysis. Since the perpetual care of this 
closed lafidfill site is the l'esponsibility of the Municipality of Metro
politan Toronto, a joint inspection with their Works Department will be 
conducted to examine potential leachate problems •. Your organization will 
be contacted regardiug the results of this meeting and laboratory results. 

Thank you once again for bringing your concerns to our attention. 

Nov. 27, 1992 

Ruth Grier, Minister 
Ministry of the Environment 

I have for response your letter of Nov. 3, 1992 pertaining to our spot 
spraying for weeds at our Humber Bay Park West. [one week after cattails 
were planted nearby "to bring nature back to the waterfront"] 

In accordance with the Department's Integrated Pest Management Program, 
approved by Metro Council and in compliance with regulations covered 
under the Ontario Pesticides Act we undertook to spot spray broadleaf 
weeds in this area to reduce those varieties of weeds which hinder and 
restrict the growth and development of more drought tolerant .and salt 
resistant turfgrass species. 

I trust that the above addresses your concern and I assure you that we 
utilize pesticides as a last resort. 

Ron Dubyk, Manager, Western District 
Metro Toronto Patks and Property Dept. 

t> 

Cockroaches have had some 250 million years to get themselves together. 
Man has had to make do with little more than a million. 

from THE DREAMS OF DRAGONS: RIDDLES OF NATURAL HISTORY by Lyall Watson, 
William Morrow Co., Inc., New York, 1987 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

Dec. 28, 1992 

A thank you to the TFN members who continue to send letters to Bud Wildman 
and Bob Rae concerning Presqu'ile Provincial Park. The response of TFN 
members is most appreciated. 

Some members stopped by Presqu'ile over the holiday to see the three-toed 
woodpecker. This northern visitor has become qui'te predictable -- but is . 
only seen for a couple of minutes when it flies into its favourite cavity 
in a dead beech tree on Jobe's Trail to roost for the night. During the 
Christmas count, 66 species were seen in the area. Species seen for the 
first time were northern mockingbird, double crested cormorant, red phalarope, 
and brown thrasher. Seen for the second time were the three-toed woodpecker, 
tundra swan (5), and purple sandpiper. Other interesting birds seen 
recently include king eider, goshawk, field, song and white-crowned 
sparrows. 

Park visitors enjoyed cross-country skiing in the park, watching the deer 
browse near the roadways, and looking at the ice volcanoes on the shore
line . The park has received a lot of snow, and as you have probably heard, 

. this snow further devastated the park conifers. The damage is extensive. 

Another tagged monarch butterfly has been recovered. One released on 
Sept. 20th -- a male -- was recovered on Oct. 8th near Waldorf, Maryland, 
which is south of Washington, n.c. 

Sa.\a,')-l0het Owl 

Donald A. Davis 

THE NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL 

has been reported in 
Toronto Region in spring, 
late fall and winter, 
every year since TFN 
records have been kept. 
Let us know if you have 
any records for Metro in 
1992. 

The illustration is from 

a 

an etching by Owen Fisher. 

The unspotted saw-whet owl 
of middle-America is 
closely related according 
to the American Ornitholog
ists' Union Check~List of 
North American Birds 6th Ed. 
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Shopping mall tree, so trim and neat, 
no woodland creatures play at your feet, 
no warblers sing among your branches 
or woodpeckers climb your bark, 

But somewhere iftside do you remember a time 
when your ancestors stood tall and true, 
felt the sun and the rain 
and the wind's awesome power? 

Are you lonely, shopping mall tree? 

Spara 

poem by 
Diana Karrandjas 
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PROJECTS 

COALITION ON THE NIAGARA ESCARPMENT APPEAL 

CONE actively and effectively participated in the Niagara Escarpment Plan 
Five Year Review, making the concerns of people who want to protect the 
escarpment lands clea.rly k?own to the hearing officers and to the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission. Now CONE is making a special appeal for funding 
so they can continue to fight for the protection of Ontario's internationally 

I"\.. recognized landscape treasure. Donations are tax deductible and should be 
V sent to CONE, 355 Lesmill Rd., Don Mills, Ont. M3B 2W8. 

METRO HERITAGE MAPS IN PREPARATION 

1993 is the 200th anniversary of the arrival of Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe 
who set up the ~odern administration of Ontario with its headquarters at 
York (Toronto). Before Simcoe's arrival there are two hundred years of 
French history, several thousands of years of aboriginal history, and the 
natural formation of the area over eons. The Toronto Field Naturalists 
are cooperating with the rest of the heritage community in drawing up two 
maps to reveal something of the deep, rich scale of history in the Metro 
region. One map is to be of historic sites, including archaeological and 
natural heritage sites, and the other map (to be produced in sections 
and marketed as placemats) will be of the historic villages which grew to 

I'... form the modern Metropolis. For further details on these maps, contact 
vthe Community Heritage Project at 515-7546. 

VOLUNTEER FIELD BIOLOGISTS NEEDED AT LONG POINT 

Up to 12 long-term (1 month minimum) volunteer 
required for the 1993 field seasons (mid March 
August to November). Volunteers must have the 

field biologists are 
to mid June and early 
following attributes: 

1. keen interest in ornithology 
2. basic bird identification skills 
3. mature, responsible attitude 
4. ability to live and work in remote circumstances 
5. good interpersonal skills 

For the spring season, candidates should submit applications 
Summer and fall applications should be received by April 15. 

[> information or appl-ications, contact Jon McCracken, c/o Long 
Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ont. HOE lHO. 

YOUNG ORNITHOLOGISTS' WORKSHOP 

by Feb. 15. 
For more 

Point Bird 

This week-long workshop provide~ an opportunity for highschool students 
to enhance their knowledge and skills in the study of birds. Instruction 
will be provided on taking field notes, making detailed observations, 
bird banding, preparing specimens for scientific study, and censusing birds. 
Space is limited to 6 participants, ranging in age from 13 to 17 years old. 
The cost of the workshop is $275 , which includes accommodation, meals, 
travel while at Long Point, and instruction. Prospective partipants are 

t> 
invited to send a letter, outlining their interest in birds, to Jon 
McCracken, c/o Long Point Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, 
Ont. HOE lMO. Letters must be received by Aprill, 1993. 

t> 
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PROJECTS (cont'd) 

NEWSLETTER FOR ENTOMOLOGISTS 

Starting in 1993 the Entomological Society of Ontario and the Metro 
Toronto Zoo are planning to cooperate in the publication of a newsletter 
for the amateur entomologist. It is intended that the newsletter will be 
of interest to all entomologists -- the beginner and the entomologist of 
long standing. To enable this project to get started, and to thrive, the 
help of other entomologists is required. Entomologists are invited to 
contribute articles on insects in general, life studies of specific 
insects, collecting, rearing, habitat, insect photography, field trips 
(especially the where to go, how to go, where to stay, what its costs- type
of•article} original cartoons, where to buy collecting and rearing supplies, 
book reviews. As can be seen from this list, articles are required on any 
subject one entomologist may think will be of interest to another. Please 

~ send your contributions to Penny Cullingworth, Volunteer Guide Office, V Metro Toronto Zoo, P.O. Box 280, West Hill, Ontario MlE lRS. 

CONSERVATION SCHOLARSHIPS 

Two awards of $1,000.00 each are available through the B. Harper Bull 
Conservation Awards Program administered by the Conservation Foundation 
of Greater Toronto. Deadline for acceptance of applications is Wed. 
March 31, 1993. These scholarships are available to encourage and 
assist University and College students residing or studying in the 
Metro Toronto region who wish to broaden their knowledge of 
conservation through study, travel and practical experience. For more 

[> information and applications write to the Executive Co-Ordinator, 
The Conservation Foundation of Greater Toronto, 5 Shoreham Dr., 
Downsview, Ont. M3N 1S4. 

CANADIAN LAKES LOON SURVEY - PROJECT COORDINATOR WANTED 

A coordinator/biologist is required to be responsible for the development, 
organization and delivery of programs associated with the Canadian Lakes 
Loon survey. The job requires handling a wide range of fund-raising, 
clerical, administrative and scientific tasks, and . requires a high level 
of organizational abilities, initiative, accuracy and creativity . A 
M.Sc. or equivalent and a proven ability to design, analyze and report 
on scientific studies is required. The job will be located at St. Williams 
with field travel throughout Ontario. This is a full-time position for 
$22,000 - $30,000 plus benefits, if funding is available, or on a part-

t>
time basis. For more information write to the Long Point Bird 
Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Pore Rowan, Ont. NOE lMO. Competition 
closes Jan. 31, 1993. c 

NOMINATIONS INVITED 

The Toronto Field Naturalists are looking for people with initiative 
who are willing to devote time working as members of the Board of 
Directors. Please send your suggestions with a note to Eileen:Meyo~ 
Chairman of the TFN Nominating Committee, 20 College St., Unitll, 
Toronto, Ont. MSG 1K2. (The report of the Nominating Committee will 
be published in the May newsletter.) 
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November, 1992 METRO PLANT LIST - UPDATE 

Since the last update (TFN 432:12, 1992), a reading of the plant list 
published in the ECOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE ROUGE VALLEY PARK by Steve 
Varga et al., published by Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources in 

. December, 1991., has revealed that 37 species had been identified in 
the Rouge Valley which were not on our list. Of these, 31 were 
native Toronto species! Some of these, it would appear, were the 
result of re-identification and we have reduced 11 species on our 
list to the category "to· be looked for", represented by a question
mark opposite the entry. To balance this somewhat,· 7 species which 
were in this category on our published list have been confirmed as 
present in the Rouge Watershed, losing their question-marks. We have 
also received reports from other sources, and since our booklet was 
published in 1990y in all, 70 ~dditional species have been reported,· 
of which half were native to Toronto. 

The species added since our last update include representatives of 
several families. From the Rouge there were 8 grasses and two sedges 
native to Toronto, as well as 4 introduced grasses. The other native 
additions ar~ listed below: WHERE 

FAMILY 
PICKERELWEED 
ORCHID · 
MUSTARD 
SAXIFRAGE/ 

GOOSEBERRY . 
ROSE 
MILKWORT· 
VIOLET 
EVENlJG.PRn-RN:· 
NIGHTSHADE 
COMPOSITE 

SPECIES F©UNP 
Water stargrass (Hetilranthera dubis or 7.osterella d.) Rouge 
Showy orchis (Orchis spectabilis or Galearis s.) " 
Rock cress (Arabia hirsuta var. pycmcarpa) " 
Canada gooseberry (Ribes hirtellun or R. axycanth:>ides var.h.) 11 

Swamp red currant (Ribes triste) 11 

Swamp rose (Rosa palustris) 11 

Seneca snakeroot (Polygala senega) " 
Great spurred violet (Viola selkirlcii) 11 

False loosestrife (lJJdwi.gia palustris) " 
Smooth ground cherry (Physalis loogifolia) Etobicoke Creek 
Pale-leaved wood sunflower (Helianthus strurosus) High Parle 
Thin-leaved sunflower (H. decapetalus) Rouge 
Small beggarticks (Bidens discoidea) 11 

Si 1 verrod (Solidago ecttolor) " 
Sharp-leaved goldenrod (Solidago arguta) 11 

(Hairy) spray aster (Aster pilosus var. pilosus) " 
Gulf of St. Lawrence aster (A. laurentimus) Leslie St. Spit 

By the way, although we have our first species in the Pickerelweed 
family, reports of the species naned "pickerelweed" in Toronto out of 
blooming season we assume to be arrowhead with somewhat similar leaves. 
In the Rose Family 7 additional native haw~horn specieir-have been 

· 1dent1fied ·fo the Rouge Valley Park. In the Violet Family, the name 
· :"common blue violet - formerly applying to Viola papilionacea which has 

been in Limbo foe sane time as .a . _species - has been re-assigned. We're 
listing: ''Viola sororia, common blue violet ( including woolly blue violet)•• 
and dropping the name ''V. papiliexu:cea". We assume V.sar:·od.a· is the species 
in all six watersheds and other major locations in Toronto. In the 
Ginseng Family, native ginseng has been found at the Rouge so it is 

t>
·no longer classed "extirpated" as on our published list, but "rare". 
Please call Diana Banville at 690-1963 if you have any changes or 
corrections to report. DB 

D 
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ANIMAL INTELLIGENCE 

Do wild mammals, birds or insects have intelligence, or is their behaviour 
all by instinct? An article in SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN magazine reported on 
a thesis by a university student who concluded that animals have 
intelligence to an unexpected degree. Stan Reiten of the Peterborough 
Field Naturalists reports the following example: 
"Some years ago I had a boy scout show up at my door with a large 

painted turtle under his arm. "Scouter, what is that?", I asked, 
pointing to the crease between the turtle's neck and the shell. On 
the crease was a very fat blood sucker. A little salt rubbed in soon 
got rid of it. Slowly the turtle's head moved to the side as if to 
say, "See, there is another one." The same salt treatment, given five 
times, ended with the turtle's neck extended to its full eight inches. 
Sign language? Body language? Whatever it was, the turtle was turned 
loose without free-loading passengers." 

adapted £ran an article in the CRCllID, Vol. 38, No. 9, Dec. 1992 

COMMENT: Perhaps TFN members have had similar experiences with animal 
intelligence? See page 2 for information on submitting your 
reports to the newsletter. 

The "shocking pink" 
colour of the 
Deptford pink draws 
attention to this 
tiny wildflower. 

Introduced from Europe, 
it is now established 
in Metropolitan 
Toronto. 

Deptford Pink 

Pottery Road, 
Toronto, 
near steps 

to Todmorden 

June 27, 1986 

0 

Louise Herzberg 
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ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

One beautiful summer night my neighbour, always of a nervous disposition, 
spent a sleepless night trying desperately to determine what the noises 
were she was hearing outside. She could hear a sort of scraping, moaning, 
then small, indistinguishable sounds in between. Ever since there had been 
that break-in her imagination did seem overactive. She was too terrified 

. to even look out the window. Eventually came the dawn, and with it an 
increasing sense of security, but the strange sounds had not stopped. My 
neighbour felt better. At least no one had broken in and now she could 
call a neighbour and she might even dare to peek out the window; however, 
nothing could be seen though the noises still continued. She decided to 
act normally, have her breakfast, get dressed and leave for work as usual. 
As she was going out the front door, she pressed the automatic door opener 
for the garage and, at the same instant, saw a large raccoon enter the 
garage, emerging almost immediately with two little ones in tow. With much 
growling and scolding, the mother raccoon led the confused and upset 
babies away, with just one angry glance back at the sight of her night's 
distress. Then my neighbour realized what had happened -- the garage door 
had been open during the previous evening and a mother raccoon, teaching 
her youngsters the food-route, had taken them into the garage, usually a 
good place for garbage bins. The mother had been on her way out when my 
neighbour, from inside the house, had decided to close the garage door, 
trapping the young raccoons. Mama raccoon had spent the night trying to 
scratch her way through the wooden door, grumbling all the while as the 
youngsters whimpered on the inside. 

Diana Karrandjas 

THE PAPER BIRCH in Joanne 
Doucette's field drawing 
shows the typical bark 
which gives the tree its 
name. Who hasn't written 
a message on a stray sheet 
of outer.bark? Though the 
tree has a thin inflammable 
bark and is easily killed 
by fire, it can reproduce 
itself quickly by developing 
sprouts around the base of 
the trunk. By this means 
it can maintain itself as 
a prominent forest tree. 

Ref.: R.C. Hosie, 
NATIVE TREES OF CANADA 

a 
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A MOUSE IN THE HOUSE 

I knew there were mice in the house. I could hear them scurrying up and 
down the walls. My cats could hear them tool Their ears would perk up 
and their pupils would widen. at the tiniest sound. But as long as the 
mice stayed inside the walls, they were safe. 

One morning, as I was preparing to leave for work, there was an awful 
scuffling in the bathroom. When I went in to investigate, I discovered 
that Whiskers had cornered a mouse - a chubby, dark grey mouse - behind 
the toilet. Fearful for the mouse's safety, I grabbed the cat and 
pulled her away. But when the mouse ran out of the bathroom, Whiskers 
wriggled out of my grasp and gave chase. Naturally I followed. 

A most amazing sight greeted me when I caught up with them in the living
room. The cat and the mouse were sitting in the middle of the rug, 
about a foot apart, just staring at each other. The mouse obviously 
sensed that, as long as it didn't move, Whiskers would not chase and 
catch it. 

I watched this remarkable scene for several minutes. The standoff might 
have lasted indefinitely except that I had to go, and I wasn't about to 
leave them like that. So I created a diversion just long enough for the 
mouse to run across the room, crawl up the chimney and make its escape. 

Miraculously, Cougar, , my other cat, slep through the whole thing. 
Irene Fedun 

C 

,..,v ... ~ - A. l'fC'C.,~b,• 
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THE DON STATION, Todmorden Mil ls (drawing by Alen McCombie) 
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THE URBAN FOREST 

In planning a place for wildlife, remember that animals need food, water, 
cover and space. You can help by considering the following: 

• Plan proactively for wildlife from the very start. Don't treat wildlife 
as "add-ons". 

• On construction sites, save all possible trees,shrubs, and ground cover . 
For wildlife, trees need not be perfect specimens. 

• Remember that a whole series of reptiles, amphibians, mammals, birds, and 
invertebrates are associated with trees as they decline and die -
including bluebirds, flying squirrels, woodpeckers, and hundreds of others. 
All dead trees are not hazards, nor are they intrins~ally ugly. Like 
snakes, dead trees have a serious public relations problem. We recommend 
retaining at least one dead or dying tree per one quarter acre lot. 

• Multilayered vegetation with a diversity of plant species is more stable 
and attracts more wildlife species than monocultures or tall tree and 
grass combinations. Lawns are a stubborn holdover from a European 
heritage. They connote wealth and property -- and they are necessary 
for play and recreation. But they are labor- and energy-intensive and 
sterile in terms of wildlife -- what you are doing with a lawn is freezing 
a very early, unstable successional type. Give some thought to how much 
area you really need for lawns and convert the rest to beds of trees, 
shrubs and native grasses. 

• Mulch tree and shrub beds with leaf litter, tree ·trimming chips. Mulches 
are a rich food source for ground foragers like towhees and thrushes, 
provide cover for small mammals, reptiles, and amphibians, and also 
enrich the soil. 

• Select plant species tolerant of urban conditions, preferably native 
species that provide food and shelter for native wildlife. 

• Use native plants to dramatically reduce disease and insect pest 
populations, thereby eliminating the need for pesticides, which are 
lethal to wildlife. 

adapted from ''PlBDDing for Wildlife" by Susan Cerulean in SHADm:; CllR CITIFS edited by 
G. Moll & S. Ebenreck, Island Press, Washingt.on, D.C., .1989 

An ecosystem is a discrete community of plants and animals, together 
with the nonliving environment,·occupying a certain space and time, 

D 

and composed of subsystems. For convenience of analysis, an ecosystem 
can be separated into its p~ysical and biological components, although 
one should bear in mind that in nature the two are completely intermeshed 
in complex interactions. And from the standpoint of cultural ecology, 
there is a third component: the metaphysical or spiritual. 

from OUT OF THE BACKGROUND: READINGS ON CANADIAN NATIVE HISTORY by 
Robin Fisher and Kenneth Coates (Editors), Copp Clark Pitman Ltd., 
Toronto, 1988 
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FOUR S_EASONS 

The idea to do a "four seasons" walk in one place arose during a TFN walk 
in Wilket Creek Park in 1991. We wanted to see how nature unfolds, prospers, 
offers its bounty, and sleeps, all in one place. As Wilket Creek, a 
tributary of the West Don River in Toronto, is my "home" park, I chose to 
do the four walks there. The cycle has been completed. So, it seems 
fitting to record a few observations and draw a conclusion or two. 

In summary, I am pleased with the results. We had a good and enthusiastic 
turnout for three of the four occasions. We had a blend of experience, 
interest and expertise, all of which made this quartet of events memorable. 
(The first outing, the memory of which I shall always treasure, saw five of 
us get chilled to the marrow. Little botany was discussed that day!) 

Would I recommend a similar four-part outing/study in future? I have no 
firm answer. The TFN is a diverse group. Were it an organization of field 
botanists, I would unhestitatingly say "Yes! Do it again, and do it in 
park "x"!" But the TFN is not such a group, or so I would say. On the 
positive side, there needs to be a focus within the TFN. A four seasons 
nature study can provide such a focal point. 

My major interest is in woody plants: vines, shrubs, trees. I favour sp_ecies 
indigenous to North America. I believe the plants one runs into in a local 
valley, town, or city should reflect the natural character of the area·. 
So, while I have a particular fascination with Carolinian "woodies", I 
would not expect to see Magnolia acuminata, Cercis canadensis, Cornus florida, 
say, in profusion in Toronto. We should expect to see them, of course . 
Always mankind has carried favoured plants from where he lived to where he 
is intending to live. The pecan (hickory), Carya illinoensis, is an example 
of what the indigenous peoples of North America did to further the spread 
of a valuable food and shelter plant. 

As to introduced species (never indigenous) from Europe or Asia, OJ<, by me 
if they don't dominate the landscape. Frankly I love the horse chestnuts, 
Aesculus hippocastanum, and have fond memories of it as a schoolyard and 
boulevard tree. 

Fortunately, Wilket Creek Park has a good representative collection of the 
(woody) plants which would have been found here two to three centuries ago. 
We find vines (Parthenocissus, Vitis, Smilax), shrubs (Corylus, Dirca, 
Staphylea), and trees from small (Cornus alternifolia) to medium (Carpinus, 
Ostrya, some Prunus), to large (Quercus, Carya, Acer). We have many 
deciduous trees but we also find the two major, large evergreens in the 
area: Ontario's provincial tree, the white pine (Pinus strobus), and the 
hemlock (Tsuga canadensis). 

We saw trees in winter sleep (January), leafing out (May), in full leaf 
and seed (July) and in fall foliage (October). This summer was wet and 
cold, almost a "year with no summer", courtesy (it seems) of Mt. Pinatubo 
in the Philippines. Shades of 1816, and Mt. Tambora! 

Why would people go on four walks, ostensibly to see trees, in one area? 
Beats me! I know why I go, but I can only say I am happy others have a 
similar interest. Trees are majestic, easy to see, colourful; they 
provide shade, timber, assist the water table, and so on. 

t> 
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FOUR SEASONS ••• (cont'd) 

When I point at a tree, I am asked how I know what it is. You need to be 
interested, or you will forget what you are told or read. You need field 
work: a book can only do so much. And you need people who know more than 
you do. It is a thrill to be in the company of a more experienced person 
for me and, I hope, for you. So, what does one look for? 

• shape - tree, in outline 
- twig 
- bud 

• size of tree - large, medium, small 
• cohabitants. - what is growing nearby 
• location - where does it grow - rocky ledges, sandy soil, floodplain, swamp 
• moisture regime - hydric (wet), mesic (medium), xeric (dry) 
• fruit - size, shape, colour, hairiness 
• flowers - colour, bounty, when it flowers/timing, fragrance 
• leaf - size, shape, texture, colour, hairiness, veining 
• pollinators - bees, wind, carrion flies 
There are other "keys", but I am not writing a field guide. 

Finally, where would you go, what would you read, to become an expert in 
woody plants? Well, I would start by going to the best arboretums in 
Toronto: the cemeteries. Mt. Pleasant and the Necropolis are excellent. 
The Royal Botariical_ -Gar~ecs in Hamil ton a'l:!El superb, especially the north 
shore trails, and even High Park. 

As to books, I would recommend three: 
SHRUBS OF ONTARIO by Soper & Heimburger, published by the Royal Ont. Museum 
NATIVE TREES OF CANADA by R.C. Hosie, published by Fitzhenry & Whiteside 
THE AUDUBON SOCIETY: FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH AMERICAN TREES, EASTERN REGION 

published by Alfred E. Knopf 

Obviously there are others. But for Southern Ontario, these three will 
get you well under way. 

If any of you have an abiding interest in trees, I would be pleased to 
discuss the subject with you. Trees are an avocation with me, not a 
vocation, so my time is not limitless. But that 'caveat' ought not to 
frighten off the avid arborist! 

Tom A~kinson (449-7907) 
D 

It is increasingly apparent that "nless we can instill greater stability 
into our naming of plants, botanical names will become irrelevant. The 
user connnunities, whtch we should be serving, will devise their own 
systems using vernacular, trade or "registered" names produced to meet .. 
the needs of the various -recreational, professional, legal and trade 
organizations. 

J. K. Morton & Joan M. Venn 
in Introduction to A CHECKLIST 

' OF THE FLORA OF ONTARIO 
U. of Waterloo, 1990 
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TOO MUCH LIGHT ON THE SUBJECT 

For many people, the dark of night is something to be feared and, if possible, 
conquered with bright lights. Astronomers, however , have come to regard 
such lighting as a form of pollution. At its worst around major urban 
areas, unwanted light obscures all but the brightest stars and planets. 
Illumination from street lamps, advertising signs, and other sources is 
scattered and reflected by water vapour and dust in the atmosphere, causing 
the night skies to glow a dull pink. Few places in the country have skies 
dark enough for what professional astronomers call "deep-sky observing", 
in which the targets are faint distant objects such as clusters, nebulae , 
and galaxies ••• Light pollution, a result of urban growth is destroying 
our view of the universe. In many places there's so little real darkness 
that we have forgotten what it's like. Whole new generations will never 
see the Milky Way simply because they can't ••• Neither the birds nor the 
astronauts need all the light we are throwing up into space ••• But there's 
a move to change this ••• Nobody advocates bad light or light pollution 
-- not even the lighting industry -- and this is precisely why many in 
the industry support the work of the International Dark Sky Association, 
an organization formed to combat light pollution around the world. For 

I'.. more information, write: Dr. David Crawford, In·ternational Dark Sky V Association, 3545 North Stewart Ave., Tuscon, AZ 85716, U.S.A. 

extracted fran an article by Gail s. Cleere in NA1URAL HIS'lmY, Vol. 101, No. 11, Nov. 1992 

a 

THE WHITE-aREASTED NUTHATCH, 
like others of its genus, 
by its habitual downward 
position on a tree-trunk, 
takes advantage of the {ood 
missed by woodpeckers and 
creepers in their upward 
climb. Insects and insect
eggs are the fare sought . 
They are versatile,however, 
have been seen going upwards 
briefly and often clamber 
around branches and hop 
among fallen debris on the 
ground if the opportunity 
presents itself. 

Ref. : Bent's LIFE HISTORIES 
OF NORTH AMERICAN 

NUTHATCHES ••• AND THEIR ALLIES 

(Drawing by Geraldine Goodwin 
from a Wm. Reynolds photo) 
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TORONTO GROUNDWATER TOO SALTY 

Over the past forty years, residents living in the snowbelt regions of 
Europe, Canada and the United States have come to expect bare-pavement 
driving conditions throughout the winter . As a result, millions of tons 
of de-icing agents, usually in the form of sodium chloride (NaCl), have 
been applied to urban roads and highways. The general assumption has been 
that the majority of the applied salt is flushed from the basin every 
season by rain and snow-melt and that environmental impacts are minimal. 
There is increasing evidence, however, that a significant proportion of 
the salt may be retained, entering the water table. 

Concern for contamination by de-icing salt is particulary acute in the 
Toronto region where over 100,000 tons are applied to urban roads and 
highways every year. Within Metro Toronto, major streams regularly: .: -... · 
contain several hundred milligrams per litre of chloride; in winter mo~ths 

-values greater than 1,000 milligrams per litre are common. 

A study of the Highland Creek drainage basin [watershed] in Metro Toronto 
has generated a large volume of reliable data. Each year, during the 
winter period (November 1st to April 30th) approximately 10,000 milligrams per litre 
of chlorideare applied to the Highland Creek catchment. Only 45 per cent 
of this is removed by surface run-off before the following winter when a 
new salting season begins. It has now been confirmed that concentrations 
of chloride as high as 14,000 milligrams. per litre are accumulating in 
shallow groundwaters beneath Metro Toronto. (The recommended drinking 
water quality objective is 250 milligrams per litre.) As these waters 
ultimately enter local streams, serious and uncontrollable contamination 
will occur. 

The scenario shows an ominous resemblance to the situation in the United 
Kingdom and other European countries where nitrate innocently applied as 
fertilizer during post-war years, migrating at a _rate of about 1 metre 
per year, eventually caused extensive contamination of major aquifers. 
In the case of NaCl de-icing chemicals, the most common concern is an 
increase in salinity to levels which would make the water unsuitable for 
human consumption and some industrial applications. 1here is alsoevideoce, 
however, that sodium,the counter ion to chloride in most road de-icing 
salts~may have serious health implications. The ion has been strongly 
linked with the development of hypertension and congestive . heart failure . 

extracted fran "Groundwat.er Contamination due to Road De-icing Ch:micals - salt ba.lmx:e 
iq,lications" by Kec..W .F. Howard and Janet Haynes, a paper subnitted to GfDSCI!2a 
·C'.AN.ID\ in 1992 

COMMENT : Naturalists have already seen the impact of increased levels of 
salts in soils throughout Metro Toronto. Plant species such as seaside 
sand spurrey and scarlet pimpernel are only two of many that were 
unknown in our region until recent decades when halophytic (salt-tolerant 
species) began to appear along our roadsides and under bridges in the 
va l leys. · 

Deer eat at roadsid·e 
where we litter, salt, and spray. 
Their meat is gamey? 

haiku by Helen Juhola 

H.J . 
C 
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TWO BIG SNOWS 

On the day of .the big ~nowstorm, December 11, 1992, I was awakened by 
repeated explosions, each accompanied by a brief but stec:dy light filling 
the whole apartment - quite different from thunder and lightning. One 
tends to ignore a lot in Crescent Town, but soon I put on my robe and 
went out on to my balcony to view a snowy scene bathed in a rather rosy 
light. One of the explosions happened while I was out there, lighting 
up the hydro tower and the whole East York neighbourhood. On a balcony 
below some one swore breathlessly. Soon after, the power was cut off in 
the district, but still another explosion occurred subsequently. 

Apparently the crack willows were living up to their name, their laden 
boughs falling on the· power lines adjacent .itb .the-neighbouring apartment 
complex to the west by Dentonia Park. The snowfall was given,in the 
Toronto Star, , as 30 cm over a period of 38 h~urs. Investigating in the 
next few days, I found trails blocked by huge uprooted willows; and 
Manitoba maples, with their leaning ways, leaned still more under the 
accumulation of a.now on their trunks and fell all over the other trees . 
(including my favourite paper birch which makes such a picture framed by 
the Dawes Road bridge at catkin-time, and which I always meant to draw). 

I remembered the "big snow" -9n- the same date in 1944. It had snowed all 
night. Opening the door on the morning of December 12, a neat wall of 
snow greeted me! It was ridiculous, worthy of some comic cartoon. Feel
ing hilarious, somehow I ploughed my way down to the street-car tracks 
where I tried to get to work downtown, . passing one of my high-school 
teachers with a scarf around his head against the blizzard, in the crowds 
going the other way. Bread-wagons were abandoned in the middle of College 
Street. Later I read that the Humane Society had demanded that the horses 
be taken off the streets. I phoned from Eaton's College Street to the 
office where I worked and was told not to come in. How I got back to 
Ossington that day I can't recall. For days afterwards streetcars were 
detoured along tortuous paths. Riders were cheerful, until the novelty 
wore off. "The show must go on" ethic prevailed at Mas.sey Hall during 
the "big snow" of 1944. The few devotees who were present on that occasion 
had their choice of seats, I am told. I understand children were granted 
three days off school and used the time to build tunnels through the 
snowdrifts from one side of the street to the other. The snowfall of 
December 11-12th, ... 1944 - given at the time as 22 inches (55 cm) - made 
this possible. 

Diana Banville 

(Thanks to Helen Juhola and Molly Campbell for their recollections.) 

Snowflake on my sleeve. 
Back in the forties was ope 
I could even read! 

haiku by Diana Banville 
November 24, 1990 

D 
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WHAT IS A NATURALIST, ANYWAY? 

••• So, "What is a naturalist, anyway?" Well, I would propose that a 
naturalist is a person whose curiosity is boundless. He or she is 
interested in kinkajous and s~icklebacks, in astronomy, French wine, 
magpies, baseball, prairie rattlesnakes, quantum mechanics, corn on the 
cob, great sperm whales, and even Bolsheviks and hummingbirds. A 
naturalist is a person who tries to delight in everything, is ·in love 
with the whole of life, and hopes to walk in harmony across this earth. 
A naturalist might also be a lunatic like myself who would like to over
throw an economic system based on planned obsolescence and conspicuous 
consumption because he believes that is a formula for planetary suicide. 
Put another way, a naturalist probably understands that human growth for 
the sake of growth is the ideology of the cancer cell. So a naturalist 
most likely gets · a vasectomy or a tubal ligation after 1.8 children and 
sends lots of money to Planned Parenthood. In a naturalist's life style, 
a lot less "stuff" is consumed, so that all the other critters he or she 
loves can use that unexploited biological capital for their own benefit 
and survival. 

In short, a naturalist chooses not to be anthropocentric, believing, rather, 
that everything has an equal right to life on earth -- whether it's an 
elephant, -a peasant from El Salvador, an African cichlid, or a tiny 
bacterium. A naturalist understands, and defends, the product as a whole. 
I feel certain that the answer to our future lies in this world view. 
And I am grateful I learned it as a child, because it has enriched my 
life immeasurably. 

ertracted fro:n an article by Jolm T. Noch>ls in NATURAL HIS'ltRY, Vol. 101, No. 11, Nov. 1992 

WHAT IS AN ENVIRONMENTALIST? 

The modern environmental movement, though it has shifted its emphasis 
from preservation of precious resources to the control of pollution 
caused by our industrial and agricultural practices, declares our 
dependence on the earth and our responsibility to it, and thus derives 
pretty directly from the nineteenth-century travelers, philosophers, 
artists, writers, divines, natuFal historians, and what TIME has called 
"upper- class bird-watchers" whose purpose was to know it, celebrate it, 
and savor its beauty and rightness. Yes, there was an environmental 
movement before Earth Day, a long slow revolution in values of which 
contemporary environmentalism is a consequence and a continuation. We 
are still in transition from the notion of man as master of the earth 
to the notion of man as part of it ••• Environmentalism or conservation 
or preservation, or whatever it should be called, is not a fact, and 
never has been. It is a job. 

fran "A Capsule History of Conservation'' in \Hm: 'lllE BUJEBIRD SOOS TO 'lllE ~ 
SPROOS by Wallace Stegner, Randan lbuse, New York, 1992 a 
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FOR READING 
Winter is not a time for hibernating 

For many, nature study and appreciation is a three-season past-time, with 
winter receiving scant attention. But in overlooking the coldest time of 
the year, one misses opportunities to keep the mind sharp and , _expose the 
senses to a wholly altered landscape. Far from being dormant, the winter 
world beckons, though much more subtly. The following titles may help 
you to don apparel and discover winter from a fresh perspective. 

A GUIDE TO NATURE IN WINTER by Donald W. Stokes, published by Little, 
Brown and Co., 1976, $14.95 

Part of the excellent "Stokes Nature-Guides" series, this book's eight 
subject areas are well chosen and admirably covered. Each begins with an 
overview discussion, followed by a helpful key. Finally, a tantalizing 
bit of natural history is offered for each species, once you have keyed 
it out. For those who genuinely wonder what there is to see in winter, 
consider the scope of this guide: winter weeds, snow crystals, winter 
trees, evidence of insects, winter birds and abandoned nests, winter 
mushrooms, tracks in the snow and evergreen plants. Of course, it is 
possible to find entire books on each topic listed above, but for those 
who wish to become well-rounded-before they choose their obsession(s), 
this book is your passport to a post-autumnal season of discovery. My 
only disappointment is a relatively minor one -- namely that new printings 
of this book (since 1976) do not include updated bibliographies. 

WINTER WEED FINDER by Dorcas S. Miller, published by Nature Study Guild, 
1989, $4.50 

Also part of a series, this 64-page guide measures only ·4" X 611 and weighs 
just a few ounces, making it easy to carry on hikes. It follows the 
publisher's standard formula: keep it small, simple and inexpensive. The 
keying system uses simple graphics and works very well in the field. In 
all, over one hundred dry, standing plants are covered (versus 32 in Stokes, 
although I prefer the illustrations in Stokes). Being a field guide (and 
in order to keep it compact), no natural histories or lore are included. 
The unique approach this guide takes in combining portability and usability, 
and let's not forget affordability, makes it a useful companion for those 
who wish to recognize some of nature's signposts. 

TRACKING AND THE ART OF SEEING: HOW TO READ ANIMAL TRACKS AND SIGN by 
Paul Rezendes, published by Camden House Publishing, 1992, $19.95 

"Tracking an animal is opening the door to the life of that animal. It is 
an educational process, like learning to read. In fact, it is learning 
how to read", so explains the author in sharing his respect£~ philosophy 
with us. While tracking is often thought of in hunting terms, Rezendesis 
objectives are those of a long-time naturalist and wildlife photographer 
who also happens to be a vegetarian. This book differs from other tracking 
guides in its use of colour photographs rather than stylized illustrations 
which seldom match the less-than-perfect tracks and signs (especially 
scats) found in nature. Many of the photographs are invaluable in that 
they illustrate evidence rarely shown elsewhere, such as acorns, cones 
and nuts which have been eaten by different animals, and animal trails 
through the snow, including foot drag and tail drag (difficult to show). 
The written accounts which are rich in detail and understanding are 
complemented by the excellent photographs. Being au oversized paperback 

I> 
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FOR READING (cont'd) 

with glossy pages, it is intended to be read at home either before or 
after making observations in the field. Since many of the tracks and 
signs are evident only during the winter months and some are unique to 
it (such as otter snow slides), now is the perfect time of year to enjoy 
this book. 

RAVENS IN WINTER by Bernd Heinrich, published by Summit Book, 1989, :· :._ : _:: 
$16.00 

This account by an animal behaviourist reads like a mystery novel in parts. 
The author is studying puzzling behaviour in ravens -- why do they share 
their food and apparently summon others to join them in winter feeding 
when they should be competing for these scarce resources. Five years and 
more than one thousand observation hours later, much of the mystery still 
remains. However, through the author's investigation, one learns much 
about raven behaviour as well as the ways of a bird behaviourist. In a 
sense, the author allows us to "track" him as he remains perfectly still 
for hours on end in subzero temperatures, recording each sound and gesture 
made by his subjects. Whichever you're attracted by, the idea of a 
winter science tale, or wishing to get behind the mind of a "raven lunatic", 
RAVENS IN WINTER, despite its snowbound setting, will warm you to your bones. 

THE CRACK WILLOW in the field 
drawing by Joanne Doucette 
shows the typical heavily-ridged 
dark bark which is so familiar 
to us in Toronto. Though 
established here, the species 
originates in Europe. 

Other large willows often 
planted here which also 
originate in the Old World 
are the white, weeping and 
corkscrew willows. Native 
Nor th American willows in 
Toronto tend to be shrubs, 
or a few of them small 
trees in this part of their 
distribution. 

Ref . : Soper & Heimburger 
SHRUBS OF ONTARIO 

Richard Aaron 

a 
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IN THE NEWS 
ONTARIO BANS MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE INCINERATORS 

Ontario has passed legislation to ban future municipal solid waste 
incinerators and tighten controls on existing incinerators. The ban was 
the result of numerous health and environment concerns including: 
• incinerators cause dangerous air emissions including toxic heavy metals, 

organic contaminants, gases which cause acid rain, smog and global 
warming; 

• solid waste incinerators leave contaminated slag and ash which go to 
hazardous waste treatment facilities and landfills; 

• incineration of recyclables is contrary to the 3Rs program; and 
• incineration costs more than recycling and landfilling. 
The regulation defines permissible uses of incinerators for hazardous 
waste streams and for those wastes which have no recycling potential, 
such as sludge, animal and pathological wastes, forestry plant wastes and 
wood waste. The province's five largest incinerator owners (handling 
under 4% of Ontario's garbage) will grade their operations to reduce 
emissions. 

from INI'ERVENR (C&A), Vol. 17, Iss. 5, Sept./Oct. 1992 

ISLAND SCHOOL TO BE REBUILT ON SAME SITE 

Metro Council has ensured the history of the Toronto Islands' century-old 
public school will continue for at least another 49 years. A plan to 
rebuild the Toronto Island Public and Natural Science School on its 
existing site in a Metro Park was approved by council. The public school 
which has been on the island for 100 years and is beyond repair serves 170 
students from the islands and the waterfront. The natural science school 
is visited each year by hundreds of Grade 5 and 6 students who stay for a 
week to study sciences in a wilderness setting. The new $6.9 million 
school will be more than twice the size of the existing one-story one. 

extracted from an article by Andrew Duffy in the '1mCNID m:AR, Nov. 13, 1992 

u er T DISCONTINUES USE OF DANGEROUS SPRAY 

Herb spraying of KILLEX, a substance containing 2,4•D.has been discontinued 
on the University_-. of Toronto's downtown'. • campus. The move followed a 
protest staged in front of the president's office. Children have been 
seen playing on grass saturated with the poisonous chemical. Consultations 
are in progress to determine the best way to manage weeds while ensuring 
the health safety of university users. 

extracted fmn ~ uegazine, Winter 92/93 

·HYDRO LAUNCHES NEW RESEARCH 

Ontario Hydro will explore Lake Ontario's basin to determine its 
geological make-up, identify seismic faults, measure silt runoff and 
distribution, and evaluate the environmental impact of human activity. 
Hydro's venture arises from tremors that rumbled through southern Ontario 
during the past decade. The Darlington nuclear plant near Port Hope is 
built over a known seismic fault so future quakes near the lake could have 
serious consequences for the stability and safety of adjacent nuclear sites. 

ectracted from CXltDrnOOND magazine, Winter 92/93 .I> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

DUCKS LIMITED 

Prairie duck populations are down despite the expenditure of large amounts 
of public and private money. Fall flights have dropped from 100 million 
in 1960 to 57 million in 1990. Since 1960, the pintail population has 
declined by 75 per cent, the mallard by 50 per cent. 

e>ctracted f~ the GLOBE AND &IL, Dec. 19, 1992 

STORM TAKES ITS TOLL ON CEMETERY GREENERY 

For the trees of Mount Pleasant it may take decades to undo the damage 
that was done in a few hours during the winter storm that swept through 
Southern Ontario Dec. 11. Heavy wet snow from the storm snapped off 
limbs, split trunks or bowled over thousands of trees across the city 
while cutting off power for tens of thousands of people as lines snapped 
under the snow load or from falling trees and branches. Mount Pleasant 
Cemetery was particularly hard hit. Hundreds of trees and shrubs in the 
cemetery's notable collection of exotic and domestic species succumbed to 
the heavy burden of soggy snow that accumulated. The City of Toronto 
had thousands of calls about trees and branches down. Hardest hit were 
the central and northern parts of the city where many of the oldest trees 
grow. A spokesman for Environment Canada said about 30 centimetres of 
snow fell on downtown Toronto during the storm, the most in a two-day 
period since 1984. Most of the larger trees that were damaged were silver 
maples and Norway maples, along with some of the elms. Fortunately many 
of Mt. Pleasant's exotic trees were in protected areas. Damaged trees in 
the city played havoc with hydro lines. North York Hydro had to repair 
damage in 950 separate locations. Toronto Hydro which responded to 2,000 
complaints during the storm is still getting calls as limbs continue to 
fall. 

e>ctracted fran an article by Craig Mclmles in the GlDBE AND MAIL, Dec. 16, 1992 

~GREATER CELANDINE is a 
wildflower of the poppy 
family, originating in 
Eurasia, and now 
established in Toronto. 
When we see its small 
four-petalled yellow 
flowers, .as shown in 
the field sketch by 
Mary Cumming, we can 
take it as a sign of 
health of the location where 
we find it. Fernald, in GRAY'S 
MANUAL OF BOTANY, describes its 
habitat as "rich, damp soil, about 
towns". 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

AILING SUGAR MAPLE BUSHES ON THE MEND 

The latest news from the sugar bush is good: Canadians are not going to 
run out of maple syrup for their pancakes. A study conducted by the U.S. 
and Canadian forestry departments has found that the ailing sugar maples 
of eastern North America are on the mend. Fears for the future of the 
maple-syrup industry were raised .in the mid-1980s amid reports the trees 
were dying at an alarming rate. However, observations of 11,000 sugar 
maples at 171 sites in a broad swath from Wisconsin to Nova Scotia have 
found that most of the trees are recovering from their bout of ill heath. 
Between 1988 and 1991, the condition of the trees progressively improved. 
A notable exception is Ontario, where more trees have declined than 
improved. Severe drought and forest tent caterpillar defoliation may have 
contributed to the increased dieback. The poor health of the sugar maples 
in Quebec and the U.S. northeast was likely the result of the harsh winter 
of 1979-80. A wet fall was followed by extreme cold in January and early 
February. In late February, there was a very mild period followed by a 
harsh frost that killed budding t~igs and heaved roots out of the soil. 
Trees respond slowly to stresses induced by climatic conditions so all of 
this affected the maples' health for the next four to five years. 
Wisconsin, for example, did not have an especially rough winter that year 
but did suffer a severe drought in 1990. Its trees are still feeling the 
effects. Over all, however, the researchers found that more than 90 per 
cent of the sugar maples surveyed now appear healthy. The basic measure 
of tree health is the rate of dieback among the branches of the upper 
crown, a disease condition caused by various stresses. If more than 15 
per cent of the branches have died, a tree is considered severely damaged. 
The researchers found that the trees with trunk or root damage had rhe 
highest rates of branch dieback. For instance, 86 per cent of the trees 
in which more than 50 per cent of upper branches had died had major trunk 
and root damage. 

extracted from an article by James Rusk in the GLOBE AND MAIL, Oct. 10, 1992 

PLANTS FOUND TO SEND NERVE-LIKE MESSAGES 

Plants, unlike animals, have no nerves, so scientists have been jolted by 
the discovery that the tomato plant used an electric signal to alert its 
defense system against grazing caterpillars. A team of researchers from 
England and New Zealand reported in the Nov. 5 issue of NATURE that when 
a leaf on a tomato seedling is chewed by insects it sends out electrical 
warning signals alerting the res~ of the plant to the danger. As undamaged 
leaves receive the signal, they begin producing defensive chemicals that 
make them difficult to digest. The new finding promises to shake up the 
fieid of plant cell communication, where the study of electrical signaling 
has long been shunned. Researchers still don't know exactly which plant 
cells are propagating the electrical signal, also known as an action 
potential, or how the wounding actually turns the electrical messaging on. 
But they suggest that the signaling in tomatoes is probably most akin to 
the non-nerve signaling found in lower animals, like jellyfish and hydra. 

ertracted fran an article by Carol Kaesuk.Y0011 in the NmJ YOOK TIME'S, Nov. 17, 1992 
a 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
. . 

February 1992, Toronto 

February 1992 brought little change. It was another mild, dry, cloudy 
month. Snowfall was barely 10 cm, with measureable snow cover on only 
two days downtown. The first half of February was a little sunnier and 
cooler, although only one day after Feb. 12th could be called sunny. 
The El Nino split jet stream prevailed with most of the interesting 
weather staying in the southern United States. 

Gavin Miller D 

BLACK- CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (from a Maslowski photo) 
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COMING EVENTS 
Toronto Ornithological Club - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks - aimed at 

the intermediate birders but beginners are welcome -- free to the public 
• Gulls at Sunnyside - Sat. Jan. 16 from 2 pm to dusk with Bob Yukich. 

Meet at the southwest corner of Grenadier Pond (Ellis Ave. and the 
Queensway) to walk to Sunnyside. 

• Winter Birds in Durham Region - Sat .• Feb. 20 at 9 am (all d~y) with 
Margaret Bain 
Meet at the Pickering GO station to form a car pool if necessary. 
Bring a lunch and dress warmly. 

Toronto Entomologists' Association monthly meeting - Sat. Feb. 27 at 
l pm in the lecture room of the McLaughlin Planetarium. (also Jan. 23) 

Save the Rouge Valley System - monthly walk in the Rouge Valley -
Call Robert Marshall after 7 pma t 439-8489 for details. 

Black Creek Project monthly meeting - call Julie Parnaby at 661-6600, 
extension 345 for details. 

Waterfront Greenway monthly activities - call Ann Patku at 260-0219 for 
details . 

Third International Zebra Mussel Conference - Feb. 23,24,25, 26 at the 
Westin Harbour Castle in Toronto - $321 or $125 (student rate) 
Register by contacting Elizabeth Muckle-Jeffs, Zebra Mussel Conference, 
3317 Hannibal Rd., Suite 1000, Burlington, Ont. L7M 1R6. 

Professional Short-course - Functional Dynamics of Wetlands - Feb. 16 
at the University of Waterloo, Davis Centre, Room 1350 from 8 am to 6 pm. 
for $175.00. Contact Wetlands Research Centre, Environmental Studies 
Bldg. l, University of Waterloo, Wa.terloo, Ont. N2L 3Gl. 

Sharks -- fact and fantasy - from Feb. 6 to May 2 at the Royal Ontario 
Museum, a special display organized by the Natural History Museum of 
Los Angeles County. Free with admission to museum (adults $6, $3.25 
for seniors and students). 

From Desert Sands to Alpine Slopes -- 22nd annual conference of the 
Canadian Nature Federation - on July 22,23,24,25 in Vernon, B.C. 
(a chance to explore the Okanagan Valley from Silver Star Mountain 
Resort - conference calender i-ncludes trips, symposiums, exhibits, etc.) 
Registration kits and more information are available from the Secretary, 
North Okanagan Naturalists Club, P.O. Box 473, Vernon, B.C. VlT 6M4. 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists - Membership Trip Program - list of 
trips for Jan. to May now available. Contact FON Membership Trips, 
428 Falconer St., Port Elgin, Ont. NOH 2C2. 

Canadian Nature Tours - catalogue of 1993 trips now available. Contact 
the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 355 Lesmill Rd., Don Mills, Ont. 
M3B 2W8 or call 444-8419. 

I> 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Noon-hour lecture series - Meet "natural history" authors: 
• Feb. 8 - Charles Sauriol - Green Footsteps and Trails of the Don 
• Feb. 15 - Bill Ivy - Little Wilderness: the Natural History of Toronto 
• Feb. 22 - Dennis Pollock - The Gardens of Black Creek Pioneer Village 
• March 1 - Heather Apple - Heritage Seed Program: Preserving and 

Enjoying our Horticultural Heritage 
• March 8 - Peter Wood .- Bright Wings 

Lectures take place in the Sesquicentennial Museum(behind the Education 
Centre), 155 College St. from 12 noon to 1 pm. Cost: approx. $7.50 for 
series or $1.50 each. Enter from Mccaul St. 

Heritage Week Celebrations - Monday, Feb. 15 at 12 noon in Metro Hall, 
55 John St. - presentation of Heritage Quilt. Everyone welcome. 
[The years 1991 through 1993 are heritage years in .the province of 
Ontario, andthe last of these marks the 200th anniversary of the 
founding of Toronto. Six constituent municipalities make up the 
modern city in metropolitan form. And for the first time, the 
Metropolitan government, created in 1953 with the system, is moving 
into a building of its own. To mark the second of the heritage years 
and to celebrate the 200th anniversary, the heritage community in 
the Metropolitan region has created a quilt on the subject of Toronto's 
heritage. The quilt, planned and created by members of the quilting 
guilds in Metro, is to be presented to Metro on Heritage Day 1993. 
TFN is one of the groups represented on the quilt.] 

• displays from Metro's heritage groups will be on display in Metro Hall 
Feb. 15 to 17. 

• displays from Metro's heritage groups will be on display in Sherway 
"'-. Mall Feb. 18 to 20. [We still need volunteers to help at our table V in the mall. Call 968-6255 - TFN office,or Sandy Cappell at 663-7738 

if you can help TFN anytime during the display.] 

Free science lectures sponsored by the Royal Canadian Institute (928-2096) 
Sunday afternoons at 3 pm in the Medical Sciences Building auditorium 
University of Toronto (College and Queen's Park Crescent West). 

• Feb. 7 - German Jews Yesterday and Today: the case of physician and 
patient - Prof. M.H. Kater 

• Feb. 14 - Finding the lost squadron: a Canadian geophysical success 
story - W.R. Thuma 

• Feb. 21 - Transplantation of the biological clock - Prof. M. Ralph 
• Feb. 28 - What's hot and new in 1892? - Prof. B. Hall 

GEOFEST - at the Ontario Science Centre - Feb. 20 to 25, 1993 - includes 
displays related to Earth Sciences (Ontario through Time) created by 
the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines, Ontario Geological 
Survey, Royal Ontario Museum, Universities of Toronto and Waterloo. 
• Is Tcronto Ready for an Earthquake? a lecture by A. Mohajer based on 

re.search in the Rouge River Valley - Feb. 21 at 2 pm. [See page 24.) 

Don Watershed Task Force meeting - Thursday, Jan. 21, 1993 at 6:30 pm 
(for information on location call 661-6600, extension )38) •. Meetings 
are open to the public. [See page 2.) O 
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