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TFN MEETINGS 
Sunday , Sept. 12, 1993 - 200 YEARS OF TORONTO 'S NATURAL HISTORY~ 

at 2:30 pm 

in the Northrop Frye Hall 
Victoria University 

73 Queen's Park Cres. East 

an illustrated talk by Helen Juhola, a past 
President of the TFN, using the club's slide 
collection. 

- Starting with Elizabeth Simcoe 200 years ago, 
naturalists have been appreciating the rich 
natural history of this region ever since by 
keeping notes and making sketches. Now we also 
take photographs in our attempts to celebrate 
the beauty of Toronto's flora, fauna and diverse 
landforms. 

+ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF TFN (a short business 
meeting will precede the talk). 

+ coffee and juice will be available outside the 
lecture hall during the "social hour", starting 
at 2 pm. 

+ TFN memberships and publications will be for sale 
from 2 pm to 4 pm outside the lecture room. 

+ a display of outings photographs taken by 
members, so any shots you have of TFN groups 
or individuals in the Great Toronto Outdoors, 
bring with you so we can all enjoy them. 

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, Oct. 3, 1993 

* a Toronto 200 event (celebrating 200 years •ince the Simcoes arrived) 

THE PRAYING MANTIS 

was sketched in the Rouge 
Valley in an appropriate 
attitude for Thanksgiving Day -
~r was she praying for prey -
or for a mate who would do just 
as well? According to the 
Danbury Press ILLUSTRATED 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE ANIMAL 
KINGDOM, the larger, stronger 
male could easily escape the 
female's grasp after mating, 
but often.appears to be ·a 
willing sacrif.ice to her appetite. 

Two species occur in north
eastern North America -
both introduced from the 
Old World. 

Field drawing by Joanne Doucette. 

--;;::"' 

t . . 
/ } / \ 

f ·J I /_,,,,. 
( . \ 

I /l r I 

i/1 If \ . ,l 
O..t-rfi 

-:-:-'!). u u.tf C 



Saturday 
Sept. 4 
10: 30 am 

Sunday 
Sept . 5 
10:30 am 

Wednesday 
Sept. 8 
10 am 

Saturday 
Sept . 11 
9 am to 
5 pm 

PMCL 
School Bus 

bus 
$ fare 

Sunday 
Sept. 12 
2:30 pm 

TFN 437 -

TFNOUTINGS 
September 

TAYLOR CREEK - fall flowers 
Leader: Diana Banville 

Taylor Creek, East York 

Meet at the Victoria Park subway station (on the east side 
of Victoria Park, north of Danforth Ave.). Bring lunch . 
Bring camera, sketching materials and stool, or just cane and enjoy the 
wild flowers of late sU!lller. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - migrating birds lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Martin McNicholl 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. Bring lunch . 
The spit has becane Toronto's ''Point Pelee" during migration. Birds are 
able to rest and feed at this urban wilderness before crossing L3ke Ontario. 
Though many species may be in their confusing fall plumage, Martin will help 
you identify them by pointing out behaviour pattems, etc. 

WILKET CREEK - finding the source Wilket Creek, North York 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 
Meet at the the corner of Blake Ave. and Grantbrook St. (2 
blocks north of Finch Ave. West, halfway between Yonge St . 
and Bathurst St.). Bring lunch. 
We will be looking at the source of Wilket Creek and following its route as 
closely as we can south to Hwy. 401, observing how it is treated and the 
plants and animals living alongside it. 

TFN NATURE RESERVES - a day in the country northeast of Metro 
Leader: directors of TFN 
Call Sandy Cappell at f>63-7738 if you want to attend this outing . 
Confirm by sending a cheque for $10 (NOT post-dated), payable 
to the "Toronto Field Naturalists - bus trip" to the TFN at 
20 College St., Unit 11, Toronto MS~ 1K2. The bus will leave 
from the southeast corner of Yonge St. and Old York Mills Rd . 
(south exit of York Mills subway station) promptly at 9 am 
and return there at 5 pm. Bring lunch and something to drink. 
(No washrooms on the bus, but there are 3 outhouses at the 
reserve.) 
Fall is the best time to visit our properties -- the roosquito season is 
past and the gentians and ladies tresses orchids are at their best. Both 
properties are part of a larger significant natural wetland; both may be 
visited at this time. A mmiber of walks will be organized to introduce 
members to the fems, the fall flowers, and the birds of the area. 

TFN MEETING -
73 Queen's Park Cres. East 
Northrop Frye Hall 

Jay screams defiance, 
sumac sizzles and maple blazes. 
Quiet autumn woods. 

Toronto 

Haiku by Arthur Wade 
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SEPTEMBER OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Tuesday 
Sept. 14 
10:30 am 

$ entry 
fee 

Saturday 
Sept . 18 
2 pm 

Sunday 
Sept. 19 
4 pm to 
6 pm 

Wednesday 
Sept. 22 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
Sept. 25 
1:30 pm 

Sunday 
Sept. 26 
10:30 am 

Wednesday 
Sept. 29 
10:30 am 

METRO ZOO - nature on display 
Leader: Alf Buchanan 
Meet at the zoo entrance. Bring lunch. 

Rouge, Scarborough 

A good way to enjoy a visit to the zoo and its many species of both native 
and exotic pl.ants and animls is to bring a carera, sketching material and 
stool, or be prepared for a leisurely stroll through the grounds. Members 
on a visit usually pl.an to meet at lunch and discuss their rornings' sightings. 

CAMPBELL HOUSE - urban gardens Toronto 
Leader: Peter Iveson 
Meet at the northwest corner of Queen St. West and University 
Ave. 
Beginning with the kitchen garden of this historic house, we will be visiting 
a number of downtown gardens and parks learning about sane of the pl.ants 
grown in these very public and well-used areas. 

HIGH PARK - rare asters & goldenrods Toronto 
Leader: Jeff Nadir 
Meet at the Bloor St. entrance to the park on the south side 
of Bloor St. opposite High Park Ave. 
This park contains many rare species, many of which such as the asters and 
goldenrods are at their best this m:,nth. 

FORKS OF THE DON - natural history 
Leader: Bill Edmonds 

Taylor Creek, Fast York 

Meet at the corner of Coxwell Ave. and O'Connor Dr. (northwest 
corner). Bring lunch, photos and memories to share . 
We plan to walk to the forks of the Don where we hope to find picnic benches. 
There we can eat lunch, look at our photos and share our mem:>ries of the 
area -- Tunper's Mound, the forks, wildlife sightings there before and after 
Hurricane Hazel and the road building of the late 50s. What tales do you have? 

EAST YORK FIELD CENTRE - outdoor education Taylor Creek, Fast York 
Leader: Dennis Hi tchmough 
Meet at the corner of Woodbine Ave. and O'Connor Dr. 
See page 15 for details of this special event. 

WARDEN WOODS - nature walk 
Leader: Eva Davis 

Taylor Creek, Scarborough 

Meet at the southeast corner of Warden Ave. and St. Clair Ave. 
East. Bring lunch. 
This lovely, wild ravine is a great place to see fall colour, wildflowers and 
birds (including migrating hawks if the weather is right). 

EAST DON - nature walk East Don, North Yo'Ik 
Leaders: Marg Canning & Jean Orpwood 
Meet at the park entrance on the north side of Sheppard Ave. 
East just west of Leslie St. Bring lunch. 
A lovely place to observe fall flowers, birds and butterflies with other 
enthusiastic naturalists. 

□ 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
As a new season approaches, several developments are most heartening. 
The Rouge Community Park woodlot (formerly known as Centennial Swamp) in 
Scarborough will be preserved; the Island Airport bridge has been stopped; 
North York has dropped its plan to expand their Works Yard in Toryork 
Ravine at this time; and the Leslie Street extension has been postponed 
until the next century! In addition we had a cordial meeting with 
Victor Portelli, the new Commissioner of the Metro Parks and Property 
Department, and we anticipate improved relations. 

The Directors have been active representing the TFN at meetings on Sherwood 
Park, High Park, Emery Creek, the Don Valley Brick Works property, the 
Belt Line redevelopment, East Metro Transportation Corridor, and the 
Waterfront Trail. Comments were submitted to the Don Task Force on the 
construction of an Interpretative Centre at RiverdaleFann, and on a Draft 
Plan for Waterfront Natural Areas, Part I. Suggestions were made to the 
Etobicoke Works Department on the restoration of sections of Humber Creek 
and Albion Creek, tributaries of the West Humber River. North York 
received a letter on pesticide use in natural areas. TFN is also involved 
with producing a Heritage Map, and representatives attend Humber Heritage 
meetings . 

Jean Macdonald wrote an excellent report on Tommy Thompson Park, and 
Ann Millett has spoken to many children's groups for the TFN. 

One area of great concern is East Point where baseball diamonds are to be 
built on an Environmentally Significant Area. This area is a half hour's 
walk from public transportation, and it necessitates crossing a railway 
track, so safety is a consideration as well. 

Joan O'Donnell 

THE BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER 
is "among the best protectors of 
our forest trees" says Bent in 
LirE HISTORIES or NORTH AMERICAN 
WOOD WARBLERS (Part One), because 
of its diet of largely caterpillars 
and other larvae, beetles, bugs, 
moths, spiders, grubs, flies, and 
plant-lice. The bird in the draw
ing (based on a Maslowski photo) 

□ 

is on poison ivy! Consulting Bent 
again we find him quoting W. B. 
Barrows (1912) who said of the ~ 
i~eciei ~t ~that ·time ·that ·th~y wene 
"particularly fond of the berries of 
poison ivy" - it seems they still 
are. 

This species occasionally nests in 
Toronto Region but we are more 
likely to encounter it in May and 
September during the big wood
warbler migrations. 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The Nominating Committee had recommended the following slate of nominees 
to the Board for 1993-94: 

President: 

Vice President: 

Immediate Past President: 

Directors due to retire in 1994: 

Directors due to retire in 1995: 

Directors due to retire in 1996: 

* Joan Patterson 

Joan O'Donnell 

Eileen Mayo 

Eva Davis 
Helen Juhola 
Tracy Butler 

Alexander Cappell 
Nancy Fredenburg 
Aarne Juhola 

Allan Greenbaum 
Karin Fawthrop 
Ken Cook 

* Joan Patterson resigned as President after the cut-off date for further 
nominations so that it was not possible to nominate a replacement. 

At i ts first meeting after the General Meeting, the Board plans to 
appoint Joan O'Donnell as President and Allan Greenbaum as Vice Pres i dent . 

Eileen Mayo, Chairman 
Nominating Committee 
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The 
COSMOS 
genus is 
close to 
Bidens, the 
genus of 

a 

the beggar
ticks and 
bur-marigold 
of Toronto, 
but CoSTDs 
itself is 
not estab
lished in 
Metro, found 
as a garden 
escape1a:t 
Etobicoke 
Creek and 
Central 
Lakeshore . 
Originally 
from Mex i c o. 



At1l>ITOR 1 S RBPORT 

To The Members Of 
Toronto ~ield Haturaliata 
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I have audited the Balance Sheet of Toronto Field Naturalists as at 
June 30, · 1993 and the statements of Revenue and Expenditures and 
capital for the year then ended. These financial statements are 
the- responsibility of the corporation's Directors. My 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial 
statements based on my audit. 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards. Those standards require that I plan and perform an 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial 
statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes 
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures· .in the financial statements. An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates 
made by the Directors as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation. 

In common with many non-profit organizations, the organization 
derives revenue from donations and other receipts, the completeness 
of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification. 
Accordingly, my verification of these revenues was limited to the 
amounts recorded in the accounting records of the organization and 
I was not able to determine whether any adjustments might be 
necessary to these revenues. 

In my opinion, except for the effect of adjustment, if any, which 
I might have determined to be necessary had I been able to 
completely verify the revenues referred to in the preceding 
paragraph, these financial statements present fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position of the corporation as at 
June 30, 1993 and the results of its operations for the year then 
ended in acco~dance with generally accepted accounting principles 
as described in Note 1 to the financial statements. 

Toronto, -Ontario 
July 15, 1993 

82 Margaret Avenue, Willowdale, Ontario M2J 4C5 TEL: AND FAX: (416) 491-1564 
I> 
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
(incorporated without share capital under the laws 

of the Province of Ontario) 

BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT JUNE 30, 1993 

ASSETS 

current Assets 
Cash - for general club purposes 
Inventory 
Photo Library 

LI.ABILITIES AND EQUITY 

current Liabilities 
Accounts Payable 
Membership Fees Received in Advance 

EQUITY 

Retained Earnings 
Balance at beginning of year 
Net Income for year 

Working Capital: Dollars 
: Ratio 

~ 

$ 67,027 
2,733 
8,QQQ 

$ 77,760 

$ 712 

$ 

$ 

12,505 
13,217 

58,623 
~.92Q 

64.543 

77,760 

64,543 
5.9:1 

NATURE RESERVES - RESTRICTED FUNDS (Note 1) 

current Assets 
cash 

Property and Equipment 
Land 

Equity 
Reserve tor future expenditures 
Property 

APPROVED ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD ,, 

$133,148 

109.187 

$242,335 

133,148 
109.187 

$242,335 

.l.2..21. 

$ 58,781 
2,400 
il,QOQ 

$ 69,181 

$ 1,363 
9,195 

lQ.558 

46,108 
12.~15 
58.623 

$ 69,181 

$ 58,623 
6.6:1 

$123,529 

109,187 

$232,716 

123,529 
109.187 

$232,716 

~~ 1&!,Jlirector) /-J; a , · ; ' I, , , z · '·',£ (Director) 

i:::taehed notes are an integral part of these financial 
statements. 

C> 



TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
COMPARATIVE INCOMB STATEMENT 

FOR THE YEAR BNDED JONE 30, 1993 

REVENUE 
Membership Fees 
Publication& 

EXPENSES 
outings 
Meetings expenses 
Newsletter, printing & mailing 
Other printing expenses 
Other mailing expenses 
Audit 
Advertising & Publicity 
Donations & Affiliation Fees 
Office supplies 
Telephone 
Rent 
G.S.T. Refund 

Operating Income (loss) 

Interest Income 

Net Income (Loss) before donations 

Donations 

Net Income for Year 

lill 

$ 24,985 
976 

25,961 

702 
2,197 

16,345 
766 

1,688 
642 

1,189 
35 

552 
439 

3,916 
( 954) 

27.517 

( 1,556) 

2.677 

1,121. 

4.799 

$ 5 1 920 

$ 31,600 
914 

32 I 514 

1,247 
999 

16,416 
616 

1,933 
684 

1,004 
35 

819 
551 

3,108 
( 1. 082) 

26.330 

6,184 

3.340 

9,524 

2.991 

$12,515 

Rote 11 

lfOTBS TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Accounting Policies 

Nature Reserves 
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$ 20,095 
1.215 

21,310 

856 
1,035 

17,715 
697 

1,721 
600 
984 

30 
337 
431 

2,337 

26.743 

( 5,433) 

4.542 

( 891) 

4.513 

$ 3,622 

Donations received for the Nature Reserves are segregated 
on the financial statements, and are to be used solely 
for Reserve purposes. 

How incongruous! 
On the roof of subway bridge 
a lone goldenrod. 

□ 

haiku by Diana Banville 
Crescent Town, 1992 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 

June 1, 1993 

The City of North York's Public Works Department has completed the 
screening requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act Class "B" for 
the proposed expansion of our Emery Works Yard. Due to the many 
environmental ca.ncerns and comments received from the public agencies, 
special interest groups and concerned residents the Public Works Department 
will not proceed with the expansion project for Emery Yard at this time. 

July 17, 1993 

A. Wolfe 
Commissioner of Public Works 
City of North York 

For the past five ·years, my husband has photographed Baltimore Checkerspot 
butterflies in a local colony along Taylor Creek in East York. They are 
residents, wintering as caterpillars, I believe. The bright orange 
checkered butterflies emerge for only about two weeks in early summer. 

In 1992 there were 20 to 30 butterflies in the area. This summer there 
were NONE. The colony seems to have been obliterated, even though 
turtlehead (its food source) is doing well. 

We would like to know what could make a small but vibrant local population 
disappear in one season like this. 

Silvia S. Wineland 

July 27, 1993 

You may or may not know this: countless numbers of birds die each year as 
a direct or indirect result of hitting windows. They may see foliage 
reflected in the window and believe they're headed for a tree ••• or they 
may be aiming for a plant inside the building, failing to realize that 
there's a pane of glass in between ••• or they may be confused by the lights 
left on in office towers as they migrate at night ••• A number of concerned 
individuals have come together specifically to address this last issue. 
Working under the acronym FLAP, which stands for Fatal Light Awareness 
Program, we are attempting to educate people about the problem of avian 
tower casualties. And since discovering that window hits in general are 
an even greater problem we have begun to publicize that issue as well. 
Knowing that you are equally concerned about the decline of native bird 
populations, we are asking you to help us retrieve birds felled by the 
towers (i.e. if you can drag yourself out of bed at an early hour~we 
would be most grateful. Fall migration is rapidly approaching. Please 
help us ensure that as many birds make it to their wintering grounds as 
possible. 

Irene Fedun (416-762-8889) 
427 Armadale Ave., Toronto M6S 3X7 
Toronto, Ont. M6S 3X7 

Editors' Comment: To find out what else you can do to help the birds 
during migration, see page 16. 

I> 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

Aug . 3, 1993 

Thank you for your letter of May 6, 1993, providing some suggestions for 
caring for the proposed Rouge Park. I have noted your comments that two 
of the main problems that the park will face are littering or illegal 
dumping and environmental vandalism. The very factor that makes the Rouge 
Park so unique, a natural setting in a large urban area, is also the one 
that makes the park susceptible to illegal activities and vandalism. 
The Rouge Park will not be a provincial park. Rather, it will be a park 
built on partnerships between the Federal Government, the Provincial 
Government, area municipalities, the local conservation authority, and 
local interest groups. The park management entity, once established, will 
work towards the preparation of an operation plan. The park management 
entity will undoubtedly want to work with volunteer groups and knowledgeable 
local groups on matters such as park enhancement and perhaps the 
establishment of a "park watch" along the same lines as a "neighbourhood 
watch" in an urban area. It is not the intent to fence the entire park. 
Careful surveillance will be key to discouraging illegal dumping 
activities and acts of vandalism, such as tree cutting and the picking of 
wild flowers. In order to achieve this, the assistance of local residents 
and park users will be of special importance. Again, thank you for taking 
the time to provide me with your comments on the proposed Rouge Park Plan. 
Your interest in the park is appreciated. 

Howard Hampton, Minister 
Ministry of Natural Resources 

THE PIN CHERRY (sometimes 
called fire cherry or 
bird cherry), like all 
cherries and plums, is in 
the rose family. 

The flowers are in 
pincushion-like clusters, 
contrasting with the 
long racemes of the 
choke cherry. 

The field sketch is by 
Joyce Cave in High Park. 

Ref.: Soper & Heimburger, 
SHRUBS OF ONTARIO 

□ 
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PUBLICITY REPORT 
As in past years, the Club has continued its program of distributing 
TFN membership information brochures in Metro area libraries, museums, 
nature stores and similar institutions. This has been the Club's chief 
method of attracting new members. 

The TFN Nature Information Centre in Sunnybrook Park opened this year on 
May 2 and will be open Sundays from noon to 4 pm till Oct. 10. Members 
and the general public are invited to visit the Centre, a historical cabin 
staffed by TFN volunteers; free nature publications, brochures and maps 
are also available here. 

Portable display stands acquired in the last few years have made it 
possible for the Club to prepareart/photo displays, even at short notice, 
for seminars, conferences and public exhibitions. For example, the TFN 
will have such a display at the Yorkville Library throughout September 
commemorating two hundred years of Toronto's natural heritage. (The city 
was founded in 1793.) [See page 28.) 

TFN members, in particular, board member Helen Juhola, have appeared in 
the press media to represent the club. This summer, Helen was interviewed 
(on location at the Nature Information Centre) by Scarborough Cable TV and 
she recently appeared, in print, in an article about Toronto's ravines by 
Robert Fulford in the August/93 issue of Toronto Life. 

Many Toronto publications will advertise community events free and the 
TFN has used this opportunity to announce its meetings and outings in the 
"alternative press", such as Now magazine, and in neighbourhood newspapers; 
this had led to many telephone inquiries and attendance at outings by 
non-members who, we hope, will join the TFN. 

As already mentioned, 1993 is Toronto's 200th birthday; the Toronto 
Historical Board invited the TFN to list, in the Board's "Toronto 200 
Calendar of Events", those of its activities which have a historical 
aspect, such as the August 1 Simcoe Day walk in the Don Valley. As a 
Metro Area Heritage Group, the TFN will, like other heritage groups,have 
a table and display during the CNE, at the Music Building, from August 
18 to September 6. 

Promotion, like all TFN activities, is done by volunteers who, for example, 
distribute brochures all over Toronto, prepare, transport and staff 
portable displays and staff the Nature Information Centre. If you are 
interested in volunteering, call the TFN at 968-6255 or Sandy Cappell at 
663-7738 . 

Alexander Cappell 

ON MY DAILY WALK 

A rustle of leaves 
and the chipmunk stops 
to sniff -
yes, it's me! 

Giovanni Malito 

a 
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OUTINGS REPORT 
MIGRANT BIRDS AT LESLIE STREET SPIT 

When I arrived at the Leslie Street Spit just after 08:00 on 22 May 1993, 
I noticed that several birdwatchers were already focussing binoculars on 
the branches of bushes near the entrance to Tommy Thompson Park -- an 
indication of what was in store for the TFN bird walk scheduled for 09:00. 
When I rode down to the quonset hut by cell 1 to store my bicycle, I saw 
two species on the lake nearby that did not stay around for the group to 
see later -- two Common Loons and a female Red-breasted Merganser. A 
pair of House Finches that peered at me from a willow between the hut and 
the gatehouse also were nowhere in sight later. Nor did most of the group 
see the Sharp-shinned Hawk or Merlin spotted near the park entrance by 
Helen Smith before the walk began. Other species more than compensated 
for these omissions, however. 

Two groups of birds, warblers and shorebirds,highlighted the day for the 
13 core participants in the walk and a half dozen or so others that joined 
us from time to time. We had barely stepped away from the parking lot, 
when a bush full of warblers captivated us for more than half an hour, 
and warblers entertained us all the way out. We saw eighteen warbler 
species in all, including three Yellow-rumped almost at the end of their 
spring stay in Toronto, both spit resident warblers (Yellow and Common 
Yellowthroat) and an early Blackpoll. Most numerous were Magnolia, 
Bay-breasted and American Redstarts (in red,orange and yellow plumages). 
Blackburnian, Wilson's, Canada and Chestnut-sided were also present in 
good numbers. Two Mourning Warblers constituted the least common species, 
while a very obscure Palm Warbler provided the biggest identification 
challenge . A female Yellow Warbler carrying nesting material showed 
evidence that migration would soon be replaced by the breeding season. 

Other signs of nesting were also plentiful. A couple of late migrant 
White-throated Sparrows were practicing their "Sweet Canada, Canada" 
songs at good volume, while Song and Savannah Sparrows not only sang 
but skirmished at territory boundaries, giving all good looks at the 
distinguishi~features of these little brown songsters. Common Terns 
quarreling on their rafts in bay d (See TFN 431:14,1992) entertained us 
during lunch. 

Singing flocks of Dunlins and long strings of curved-billed Whimbrels 
ensured that nobody's shorebird list was confined to the ubiquitous 
Killdeer and plentiful Spotted Sandpiper. Those not turned back from the 
shorebird flats by the chilly wind were also treated to a flock of six 
Semipalmated Plover, a single Semipalmated Sandpiper and three Least 
Sandpipers. 

Our total of 67 bird species (not including the five in the opening 
paragraph, above) also included Blue-winged Teal, Oldsquaw, Chimney Swift, 
three species of &npidonax flycatcher, Veery, Swainson's Thrush, Warbling 
Vireo, White-crowned Sparrow and Bobolink, all notable as late migrants 
or recent arrivals. Also noteworthy was the absence of House Sparrows, a 
species we seldom see on the spit except atits Unwin Avenue base. 

Non-bird highlights were both the black and "normal" morphs of Common 
Garter Snake and various moths and butterflies. 

Martin K. McNicholl a 
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FOR READING 

RECENTLY PUBLISHED: 

INVENTORY AND NATURAL HISTORY OF THE ALBANY NEIGHBOURHOOD FOREST : b¥ · 
Marshall Buchanan, published by Grassroots Albany, 1993; available for 
$10 each from Grassroots Albany, 211 Albany Ave., Toronto, Ont. M5R 3C7. 

In the summer of 1992, Grassroots Albany hired a forester with fiaaticial 
help from Canada Trust's Friends of the Environment Foundation. He 
surveyed the trees in this small area of Toronto and found over 1500 trees 
of 100 different species. 

WATERWAYS WALKABOUT (second edition) by Mike Dickman, 1992; available for 
$10 from NET Force, Sylvia Baago, R.R. #2, Port Colborne, Ont. L3K 5V4. 
This report describes how to detect contamination by studying aquatic 

vegetation. 

DRAGONFLIES OF ELGIN COUNTY by William G. Stewart and Ian Carmichael, 1993; 
available from W.G. Stewart, 6 Yardwood St., St. Thomas, Ont. NSP 2Y3. 
This booklet includes information about the methods used in this study 

as well as a complete list of the species found. 

still available: 
back issues of the ONTARIO FIELD BIOLOGIST for $3.00 each at TFN monthly 
meetings or from the TFN, 20 College St., Unit 11, Toronto MSG 1K2. This 
natural history journal was published by the TFN until 1984. Each issue 
contains a variety of articles on various aspects of the natural history 
of Ontario. Issues still available and sample articles in each are listed 
below. 
Rouge Valley ~ildlife Inventory (Special Publ. fl) - 1978 
Vol. 30, No. 1 - Black Duck in Ontario - 1976 
Vol. 31, No. 2 - Toronto Wintering Waterfowl - 1977 
Vol. 32, No. 1 - Frogs & toads in Waterloo - 1978 
Vol. 32, No. 2 Leslie St. Spit gulls & terns; house finches in Ont. 
Vol. 33, No, l • Niagara flora• 1979 
Vol. 33, No. 2 - Ontario pondweeds (Genus Potamageton); birds of Leslie 

Vol. 34, No. 
Vol. 34, No, 
Vol. 35, No. 
Vol. 35, No. 
Vol. 36, No. 
Vol. 36, No. 

Vol. 37, No. 
Vol. 37, No. 
Vol. 38 

Street Spit 
1 - Plants of the Leslie Street Spit• 1980 
2 - Winter birds in Southern Ontario; OFB index 
1 - Rouge River Valley - changes to plant list - 1981 
2 - Canada geese history in Ontario 
1 - Cacti in Southwestern Ontario - 1982 
2 - Rare plants in 12 provincial parks; butterflies of 

Algonquin Park; Killarney Park plants 
l - Butterflies of Point Pelee - 1983 
2 - Amphibians & reptiles of Waterloo 

- Tundra swans in Northern Ontario; prairie community 
in Elgin County - 1984 

Wherever I go, 
starlings in trees-of-heaven. 
No need to travel. 

haiku by Helen Juhola 

fJ 



TFN 437 - 15 

Volunteers Needed 

The East York Board of Education is looking for Volunteers to help in its Valley 
Project; a program to renew student interest in studying the natural environment. 
This project focuses student attention on the wonders and problems associated with the 
ravines and valleys of the Toronto area. The real life application of classroom skills is 
the basis for this project along with the development of a student database covering the 
physical, biological, social and historical uses of our ravines. 

As a Volunteer you might take part in classroom presentations, valley walks, the 
"mentoring of student research teams or community activities designed to inform parents 
and friends about our natural environment. The program is extremely flexible and you 
can set your own commitment level. You might volunteer to be involved for one hour a 
year or many hours a month. You could specialize in one aspect of the project or work 
on an entire range of related activities. The level of support you wish to offer is entirely 
your decision. We are particularly interested in seniors and other adults that are available 
during the day. 

If you are interested in finding out more about this exciting project, join us for an 
outing on September 25, along with other interested TFN members. We will meet at 
1:30 pm, south-east corner of Woodbine and O'Connor, in front of the Trillium 
apartments (1501 Woodbine Avenue). (Bus #91 Woodbine, for information call 539-
4443) 

Day: Saturday, September 25 
Place: East York Field Centre 
Time: l : 30 pm 

For more information about the project or to take part in the walk, please call: 

Dennis Hitchmough 
Parkside Outdoor Education Centre 
396-2424 or in the evenings at 297-7932 

_., l -~~~-; - . :"' 

---
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DEADLY PROBLEMS FOR MIGRATING BIRDS 

Many birds are killed during migration each year when they hit lighted 
towers. What can be done? 

Any object of sufficient height is a potential hazard, but darkened 
structures will kill almost no birds on a night when comparable illuminated 
structures may kill hundreds, or thousands. By turning off the lights or 
closing the blinds, office staff, cleaners and building management can 
help to reduce the number of casualties. Airplane warning lights should 
be bright, flashing strobes, unlikely to attract birds, and more readily 
visible to pilots. 

Efforts should also be made to reduce or eliminate floodlighting, illuminated 
advertising and other light sources on tall structures during the peak 
migration periods from mid-April to early June and mid-August to late 
October; and with regard to time of day, from midnight to dawn. 

Hawk silhouettes or anything affixed to the windows of the lower stories 
will give the birds a point of reference. Cadillac Fairview have shown 
themselves to be good corporate citizens by putting up many of these 
silhouettes on the towers they own. Secondary bird hits in these areas 
have been substantially reduced as a result of this initiative. 

Anyone who finds a stunned bird should keep it calm and quiet by placing 
it in an unwaxed, brown paper bag. The Toronto Humane Society (392-2273) 
will pick up the bird and release it in a suitable habitat. 

The problem of noctural migrant bird kills is little known. Talk to your 
co-workers, cleaning staff and management about it. Turn your own lights 
out and encourage others to do the same. Post notices on bulletin boards 
each spring and fall. Send out inter-office memos. Highlight the issue 
in your company's newsletter. 

For further information or other ideas on what you can do to help, contact 
the Toronto Humane Society Wildlife Department at the number above or 
call Irene Fedun at 960-1025 or Michael Mesure at 889-7074. 

JAPANESE MAPLE planted 
in Toronto public 
open spaces belong 
in most cases to one 
of two species with 
many varieties which may 
have more lobes than 
the 3-to- 5 we are 
used to. Some 
resemble the vine 
maple of British 
Columbia. We forget 
we are a Pacific-rim 
country. 

Irene Fedun 

Ref . : TREES OF IDR'.lli AMERICA AND ElJRCFE by R.Phillips 

C1 
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WHAT IS A FUNGI FAIR? 

Fungi ("mushrooms" to most people) are fascinating members of our natural 
world. They come in amazing shapes, sizes, colours, textures, consistencies, 
and odours. On Sept. 27, you will have an opportunity (see page 28) 
to see many Ontario fungi, correctly identified, during the Mycological 
Society of Toronto's annual Fungi Fair. 

Each September for almost 20 years now, the Mycological Society of Toronto 
(MST) has had a Fungi Fair on the Monday following the Society's annual 
weekend Cain Foray, named in honour of Dr. R.F. Cain, one of Canada's 
noted mycologists and a founder of the MST. 

The Foray takes place somewhere north of Toronto where the members can 
have access to wooded areas. This year it will be at Mansfield Outdoor 
Centre. At the foray location, members go into the woods and collect 
various fungi; then they take their finds back to the lodgings to be 
identified by guest mycologists from the University of Toronto and several 
knowledgeable members of the Society. After being displayed for all to 
see and learn from, the fungi · are examined for the best specimens, and 
these are kept for the Fungi Fair. 

At the fair, visitors typically see 180-200 different species of fungi, 
all conveniently labelled. The fair also displays many mushroom-related 
items such as books, posters, photographs, and the Society's fungi stamp 
collection. In addition, postcards, mushroom seals, and other items are 
usually offered for sale. 

Visitors will also be shown how to make spore prints; there'll be a 
display of edible and inedible fungi, a slide show, and if supplies permit, 
samples of cooked wild mushrooms will be offered to visitors. 

Judy Hernandez a 

tf/<'ll/A. J1tlt.r/c11!1t f4. 

on to-H.ed wud • 

Over the past decade.something like 2,000 species of European fungi -
maybe a fifth of all the species that grow in the continent -- have 
become extinct or have dramatically declined, almost certainly because 
of airborne and waterborne pollutants. This is greater than the attrition 
in any other group, and vastly more serious, because large numbers of 
green plants (trees especially) depend on an underground partnership 
between their roots and fungi, which help· 'feed' certain nutrients to 
them . Having no green leaves to manufacture energy for them (or to shed, 
if times are bad), fungi depend almost entirely on nutrients tied up in 
decaying matter in the soil, or washed their way by rain, and are 
exceptionally vulnerable to creeping pollution. 

extracted from "On the Sidelines" by Richard Mabey in BBC WIULIFE, Vol. 10, No. 12, Dec. 1992 



TFN 437 - 18 

THE VERSATILE "WEED" 

If one had to name the Ontario plant with the greatest diversity of uses it 
would be hard to put anything ahead of the common milkweed. Consider: 
• It was used in the 19th century as a rope substitute, and for textiles 

and fine-art fabrics. 
• It was a remedy for a whole Indian and folk index medicus which included 

asthma, cancer, ~lstones, pleurisy and rheumatism. 
• Many of its parts, in season, were used for food. (Today Environment 

Canada even has a recipe for Chicken Paprika with milkweed, Hungarian 
Style!) 

• Thomas Edison made rubber from its sap, a potential investigated during 
World War Two by both Canadian and American governments. 

It is presently being intensively researched for a wide range of uses as 
livestock feed, cooking oil, paper pulp, high temperature industrial 
lubricants, and as a substitute for fossil fuels. A subsidiary of the 
Natural Fibers Corporation of Nebraska produces comforters filled with a 
blend of milkweed fibres and goose down. Company President Herb Knudsen 
foresees further applications for his non-allergic milkweed floss, including 
use in disposable diapers, in cloth, paper, dog bedding, and fuel. (During 
the last war milkweed floss was used in the U.S. as a substitute for 
kapok in Navy life-jackets. Dr. Fred Urquhart came across one during his 
military service. Twenty-six ounces of milkweed floss could keep a 150 lb. 
man afloat for 48 hours.) 

The best known aspect of the plant is, of course, that its leaves provide 
food -- the only food -- for the monarch caterpillar. No milkweed, no 
monarch butterflies. It remains, however, on Ontario's Noxious Weed List 
(long in need of revision) which has agricultural produce as its concern, 
whereby anything not grown by the farmer is, ipso facto, a weed . If 
bureaucracy would realize that the plant has a low seed-germination rate 
-- those multitudes of scintillating silver parachutes notwithstanding -
and is spread primarily through its root system, this bogey could be laid 
to rest and local authorities could stop poisoning roadsides with futile 
and continuous pesticiding. 

And apart from utility, consider its appearance. Ontario hosts several 
varieties, principally, common, purple, swamp, four-leaved, and orange or 
butterfly weed, each in its garb of pale pink, magenta, dark red, greenish
white, or glowing orange. But whether the colour is muted or brilliant, 
the totally distinctive flower remains the same, an exquisite sculpturing 
of recurved petals. And let us not forget one last subtle attribute. 
Synonymous with "countryside" is the perfumed*evening stroll through 
milkweed-bordered footpaths. 

A mere "weed"? Only to those ignorant of its possibilities and blind to 
its beauty. 

adapted by Eva Davis from three letters fran Donald A. Davis (no relation) 

* And not just at eventide. 
roads like a beneficence 

This year that perfume washed over country 
during all the hours of daylight. ED 

0 
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THE NATURE GAME OR MAKING NATURE PAY 

Environment is unarguably the "In" thing. In the 1960s it was Flying 
Saucers (and whatever happened to them?). However, terra firma is today's 
concern and "nature" stores, projects, causes, committees, commissions 
have, appositely enough, mushroomed. In intent this awareness is good, 
but how deep does it go? And when the end product is concomitantly the 
profit motive, balancing nature's wellbeing against immediate human 
advantage all too frequently drops nature down a hole. 

We all have our b1tes noires. I flinch whenever TV commercials extol 
Marineland, with all those orcas leaping balletically. Orcas are social 
beings. The Happy Harry seen on one visit may not be the same Harry seen 
on the next, for taking them from the family pod into captivity reduces 
their life span by as much as 60 years. I, too, would leap up and down 
if I were confined to a 60 ft. space, and I do not, like orcas, customarily 
travel up to 100 miles a day. 

I feel the same about the majority of zoo creatures. Little Willie needs 
to be educated, runs the theory, and by and large it has proved a profitable 
education for zoo managements. Zoos indoctrinate the young with the perfect 
acceptability of wild animals in captivity, and today there is the ''scientific 
justification''that zoos are necessary gene pools for those in danger of 
extinction. Having created a great deal of the problem by destroying 
habitat and food sources, we set to, with zeal, to solve it profitably. 
I manage merely to giggle at Ducks Unlimited's assurance that "Wetlands 
are for Everyone". Not, however, for ducks in the hunting season. The 
same applies to the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources' licensed deer 
hunts . We "save :the· deer.:ftan starvation" as a result of our wholehearted 
extermination of natural predators. One resort-owner assured me local 
trappers would never allow wolves back into their area since this would . 
diminish their profits. Which leads, naturally, to the amorality of the 

trade in furs, presently an unfashionable status symbol but doubtless biding 
its time. 

Then there are the burgeoning "with-it" nature stores. I have no argument 
when the conservation message is real and knowledgeable, but how many are 
little more than a screen for cashing in on today's buzz-word. And in 

, the matter of new parks, how to render them a paying proposition makes 
for continuing confrontation between conservationists and officials. The 
status of the Leslie St. Spit has been a long battle; East Point is 
presently a tussle between "development" and naturalists wishing to preserve 
unremoved, and unimproved, the existing flora and fauna; what is to be done 
in the Rouge has yet to come. The one sure thing is that nature is not 
going to be allowed simply to sit there. It has to be "enhanced" and 
adapted, and made to show a profit for all this effort. The hardest 
thing for humans is to cooperate with, rather than control, the natural 
world. Much less leave things alone. Nature has got to be made into a 
paying proposition. What else is this cosmic experiment for? 

Eva Davis C 

There is probably less wanton killing to-day, yet the animals and birds are, 
by and large, worse off, It spoils the world that they have no rights. 

from A NATURE DIARY by Richard Adams, Penguin Books Ltd., Middlesex, England, 1985 



TFN 437 - 20 

IN THE NEWS 
ISLAND BRIDGE PROPOSAL DEFEATED 

A proposed bridge to the Toronto Island Airport was defeated in a vote at 
Toronto City Council [on May 3, 1993]. Advocates argued that the fixed 
link with the mainland was vital to attracting more business to Toronto 
and necessary to improved emergency response time in case of a plane crash. 
But opponents maintained that flight traffic from the island airport is 
already a nuisance for vi s itors to Harbourfront and the Toronto Islands, and 
the bridge, estimated to cost $8-million, is unnecessary. Air passengers 
now have to use the ferry service at the foot of Bathurst Street. 

fran the Globe and Mail, May 4, 1993 

POWER BOATS MAKE WAVES 

Toronto's land-use committee turned down city council's request to approve 
zoning needed to stage a power-boat race in the outer · harbour. The committee 
sent the issue back to the council, marking the third time it has blocked 
the race in the past tw·. ·, cars. A majority of committee members agreed with 
the city's planning department that the proposed Formula 1 power-boat races 
would be environmentally disruptive and fail to provide significant economic 
benefits. 

frou the GLOBE AND MAIL, May 1993 

WATER-COOLED 

A $700 million plan to cool downtown Toronto buildings with cold water from 
the depths of Lake Ontario was granted approval by the city. The plan 
involves running a large pipe about six kilometres into the lake to a point 
where the water temperature is about four degrees year-round. The use of 
heat exchangers rather than air conditioners is expected to cut electric 
consumption for cooling by 90 per cent, and slash the release of carbon 
dioxide and ozone-depleting chloroflurocarbons. Environmentalists roundly 
attacked the scheme when it was introduced two years ago, saying it ignored 
the consequences of sucking so much water out of the lake. 

fran "Earthweek: a diary of the planet in the ~ STAR, March 27, 1993 

SPEED BARRIERS PUT IN PARK AFTER MAN, 39, KILLED BY BIKE 

Metro parks and property officials have erected speed barriers at a North 
York park where a downsview man was killed by a speeding bicycle. Police 
say a teenager was riding down a steep hill in Northwoods Park on the north 
side of Sheppard Ave. between Keele and Jane St. when his bike hit a man. 
The man, who was on a level section of a pathway at the bottom of the hill, 
struck his head and died instantly. The rider is listed in serious condition. 
The Metro parks department has placed metal speed barriers -- about 1.8 metres 
wide and .9 metres high -- along the hill at the entrance to Grandravine Dr. 
to discourage speeders. 

fran an article by Tony Wong in the 'lttCNro STAR, June 5, 1993 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

'1REFS ARE RADIOACTIVE 

Wood fires in Eastern North America may be a major source of released 
radioactivity. Stewart Farber, the manager of environmental monitoring 
at a nuclear power plant in Massachusetts, discovered that wood ash from 
his home fireplace was 100 times more radioactive than any other sample 
he had ever checked. After conducting a study with scientists in 14 
states, Farber concluded that the higher radioactivity levels were common 
in ash residues from burning woods in most of the North American continent 
east of the Nevada nuclear bomb test sites. Farber believes these trees 
have been taking up radioactive fallout from tests conducted in the 1950s 
and 1960s. 

fran ALTERNATIVES, May/June 1993 via WILDFUJJER, Smmer 1993 

HEAVY METALS IN URBAN FUNGI 

Samples of macrofungi collected on natural history forays in North London 
[England] in 1990 were analysed for lead, cadmium and chromium. Metal 
levels were determined. On the basis of results reported it would be 
prudent to refrain from extensive collection and ingestion of wild fungi 
in urban areas and particularly from wasteland and roadside sites. Studies 
have also shown that heavy metal contamination varies with distance from 
roadsides and with soil depth. 

extracted frcxn an article by K. Thanas in 'lliE MYmux;rsr, 6(4), Nov. 1992 

BIOLOGIST FINDS FLOOD'S BRIGHT SIDE 

According to the Illinois Natural History Survey which monitors rivers 
and their ecosystems, the flooding Mississippi River and its tributaries 
have created an explosion of life, both in the water and for the birds 
and mammals that feed near it. While the estimated 42,000 square kilometres 
of inundated cropland may spell disaster for some farmers this year, it 
has multiplied the size of the habitat for the river's diverse ecosystem. 
Fish suddenly freed to explore the nutrient and insect-rich floodplain are 
multiplying rapidly, and the birds and animals that feed on them are 
thrivi ng. While ruining this year's crops, the floods will deposit a layer 
of sediment and nutrients on farmland, replenishing needed nitrogen, carbon, 
phosphorus and sulphur to the soil. For the thousands of people living in 
the floodplain who were displaced from their homes, the flooding is what 
they hope is a once-in-a-lifetime catastrophe. But on the brighter side, 
there will be a gigantic increase in the large-mouth bass population, along 
with expanded numbers of crappie, bluegill, catfish, and rarer sturgeon 
and spoonbills. Food is plentiful as submerged aquatic plants such as 
coontail , zooplankton and water boatman spread into previous terrestrial 
habitat. These in turn provide homes for insects such as dragonfly larvae 
and scuds. Some bottom-feeding catfish are stuffed with farmerl seeds . 
Large wading birds such as herons and egrets are gobbling up an exploding 
population of invertebrates. Though rabbits, mice and other ~oor swimmers 
have drowned, deer

1
beaver, muskrats and coyotes which could swim were only 

displaced. 

fmn an article by Joseph Keenan in the n:RCNro srAR, Aug. 7, 1993 t> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

WHY BIRDS CAN PERCH ON POWER LINES 

Sometimes you see birds sitting on insulated power lines. These wires are 
wrapped in a protective covering, just like the electric cords attached to 
lamps and television sets. But many power lines aren't insulated -- especially 
ones that are up high. A bird can sit on them safely as long as it doesn't 
touch anything but that line. If its tail or wing brushes another line, it 
makes an electric circuit -- and it will be electrocuted. Eagles perched 
on power lines have been killed while stretching their big wings. But most 
of the time, birds have no problems doing a high-wire act. 

fmn the n:RCNI'O STAR, April 11, 1993 

POWER LINE KILLS RELEASED CONDOR 

A California condor released in the wild last year was electrocuted last 
week by a 17,000-volt power line, the second death in a program to revitalize 
the endangered species. The year-old female was killed south of the Sespe 
Condor Sanctuary in the mountainous Los Padres National Forest. Two witnesses 
reported that the bird was circling to land on the power line when it lost 
altitude and its body touched one line and one of its long wings touched 
another. The death leaves 76 California condors, six in the wild. 

from the TCRCNI'O STAR, June 5, 1993 

DUCKS HALT SCARBOROUGH RT 

A family of ducks shut down the Scarborough RT for 30 minutes yesterday. 
A mother duck, with seven ducklings in tow, started to cross the tracks of 
the transit line, but suddenly changed direction and headed straight for 
an oncoming train. The driver stopped the train and sounded the horn, but 
when the ducks kept going, he shooed them from the tracks with a broom. He 
lifted the bottom of a nearby fence so the family could continue its journey 
in· safety. 

from the GLOBE AND MAIL, June 17, 1993 

ELIMINATE NECK BANDS ON GEESE CRITICS SAY 

Governments should do away with neck bands like the one that killed a Canada 
goose in Ashbridge's Bay on Sunday, animal protectionists say. Rescuers 
were unable to reach the goose and ice kept forming on the plastic ring 
around its neck every time it dove and resurfaced in the frigid air. The 
bird slowly strangled until it went under for the last time. Police and 
humane society officials could neither walk on the treacherous ice nor 
coax the bird close enough to shore to break its deadly collar. Protectionists 
have been complaining for years about the use of neck bands as they are 
inappropriate for this northern climate. The 5-centimetre neck bands are 
used to monitor migratory patterns of a sub-species of Canada goose that 
summers in the southern James Bay area and usually winters in ice-free Kentucky, 
Alabama or Tennessee. Government ID bands are usually clamped to a bird's 
leg and are returned by hunters who shoot the bird. The bigger neck band 
with bigger print permits identification of live birds through binoculars. 

from an article by Barbara Tumbull in the 'IIBCNl'O STAR, March 16, 1993 
t> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

SCIENTIST'S 'LOW-TECH' CURE MAY SOLVE TERMITE SCOURGE 

Across the City of Toronto 450 blocks are infested with termites, at 
least a $1 million-a-year problem for residents . Tim Myles, head of 
the University of Toronto's urban entomology lab and his three-person 
team are field-resting a solution to the problem, based on what termites 
do constantly -- grooming each other and eating food regurgitated by 
others. They plant termite traps near a colony. They're simple: a roll 
of cardboard inside a pla~tic tube that's open at the bottom and covered 
with a piece of plywood. When the trap is full of termites, Myles and 
his team take it back to the lab, where they shake the insects out, dab 
them with a slow-acting poison called sulfluoramid and pu t them back in 
the colony. Then the termites do the rest. Each of the tai nted termites 
passes the poison to about 30 others through grooming. Then each of those 
insects poisons about 50 others with _. regurgitated food. The City of 
Toronto has been backing Myles's research to the tune of $50,000 a year. 
Also helping out have been other municipalities in southern Ontario, the 
provincial and federal governments and private companies . Currently there 
are two standard ways to fight termites -- and both of them are holding 
actions. If they're in the house already, you drill holes into the 
woodwork and gas them, hoping to slow or halt the damage . If they're 
not in the house, you dig a trench so they can't get to the wood and then 
soak the ground with pesticides -- chemical overkill ••• intentional 
pollution. Termites -- we have the Eastern subterranean species -- aren't 
native to Toronto; they were first found in a warehouse on Cherry St. in 
1938 and have been spreading ever since. So wiping th€~ ou t isn't 
ecologically harmful -- here. But in other places -- such as the tropics 
- - termites are a key link in the food web; they feed on wood and other 
plant material and larger animals feed on them. Wiping them out could 
cause an ecological crash. 

e>etracted from an article by 
Michael Smith in the 
'ltRONl'O STAR, 
July 20, 1993 

I> 



IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

HOW LEAD IS KILLING THE LOONS 

Recent research suggests many loons are facing painful, yet avoidable 
deaths. The problem is lead. Chronic lead poisoning has been well 
documented as a killer of other waterfowl. Ducks and geese, for instance, 
unwittingly pick.up gunshot with the pebbles they swallow to grind food. 
Their muscular gizzards break down the lead into small particles, some of 
which pass through the walls of the duodenum into their bloodstreams. 
Loons, it turns out, are a different story. Unlike herbivorous ducks and 
geese, loons are fish-eating diving birds whose solid bones allow them to 
chase prey to deptmof 60 metres. Thus, they are far more likely to pick 
up the large lead fishing sinkers used by anglers to weigh down lures. 
The lead seems to move very quickly through the loons' systems, causing 
rapid nerve damage. The deadly sinkers are no more than 2.5 centimetres 
in diameter, and are usually round or bell-shaped. A loon will often 
ingest a sinker while eating a bait fish, but it may also be attracted by 
a sinker's shininess. Perhaps sinkers are mistaken for fish. Or perhaps 
loons like the sweet taste of lead. In England, lead sinkers were banned 
in 1987 after being linked to the deaths of thousands of swans. Holland 
prohibits lead shot totally, and many other countries are moving in the 
same direction. Here individuals don't have to wait for government 
legislation. Non-toxic alternatives to lead are only marginally more 
expensive. 

adapted from an article by Laurie Bildfell in the GLOBE AND MAIL, July 31, 1993 

THE BAYVIEW WIDENING AND LESLIE STREET EXTENSION PROPOSAL was the issue 
being discussed at a hearing of the Joint Board on September 21, 1992, 
attended by interested TFN members. 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

METRO SHELVES LESLIE ST. EXTENSION 

Metro is pulling out of environmental assessment hearings on the proposed 
Leslie St. extension in a move that shelves the project for at least five 
years. The 3.2-kilometre (two-mile) four-lane extension of Leslie St -
south from Eglinton Ave. to Bayview Ave. -- was approved by Metro Council 
in 1988 and was expected to cost $141 million. The tab for the joint 
environmental and Ontario Municipal Board hearings alone was expected to 
reach $3 million. Metro already has spent close to $750,000 on the 
hearings. In addition, the City of Toronto budgeted $1 million to fight 
the Leslie St. project, arguing that increased traffic would congest 
downtown neighbourhoods. Instead the province [which was to have funded 
half the costs) has thrown its support and its chequebook behind a massive 
program called Let's Move to build public transit lines. 

extracted from an article by Bob Brent in the T<Rrnro STAR, June 25, 1993 

LESLIE STREET EXTENSION NOT DEAD YET, MAYOR SAYS 

Although the Leslie Street extension has hit a roadblock, it has not been 
permanently stalled [according to East York's mayor]. The $150-million 
extension is still part of Metro's official plan and is "integral" to 
East York's draft official plan. 

eictracted from an article by Vanessa Ring in the REAL ESTATE tm-TS, July 9, 1993 

ALLAN GARDENS EXPANSION 

The fight to secure the old Larry's Hideaway site to incorporate it into 
Allan Gardens was won this year. City staff are now in the process of 
arranging for the clearing of the rubble, and cleaning of the soil, in 
order to integrate the land into Allan Gardens. This process will continue 
throughout the summer. 

fran Ward 6 Update, SU1111er 1993 

BAY ST. SITE TO BE A PARK -- FOR NOW 

First, it was to have been the site of the Ballet Opera House. Then it 
was subsidized housing. Now, the empty lot at the southeast corner of 
Bay and Wellesley St. will become a park. At least temporarily. According 
to a ~450,000 plan approved recently by the provincial cabinet, the 3.2-
hectare (8-acre) block will be landscaped,, paved and made available to 
community groups. What makes the scheme so unusual and noteworthy is 
that it's temporary. This represents a rare instance when an interim use 
has been okayed for a downtown site. The park will remain in place for 
a minimum of two years, but possibly -- and probably -- longer. Since 
the buildings on the site were torn down several years ago to make way 
for the now-defunct Ballet Opera House, the land has been a gravel parking 
lot. Paving the parking lot with asphalt could hardly be called a major 
change, however. The real difference will be what happens along the two 
edges of the location. The Bay St. side is where most of the design effort 
has gone. Trees and flower beds will be added, along with fences and a 
row of flagpoles and trellises. Many years ago there was a gas station 

t> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

on the block. One unhappy result is that all the planting must be above 
ground, in large boxes and containers. 

extracted from an article by Christopher Hume in the 'l'\'.:RCNI'O srAR, July 7, 1993 

METRO TO RUN GUILD INN WHILE FATE UNDECIDED 

A number of options are being considered for the historic Guild Inn, 
fol l owing the collapse of a developer's plan to build a huge convention 
centre on the site atop the Scarborough Bluffs. Metro Council has sent 
in its parks and recreation staff in the meantime to run the hotel. 
Metro is expected to lose at least $50,000 on the operation this year. 
It also stands little chance of recovering $189,217 in unpaid taxes, as 
wel l as unpaid 1992 rent of $250,000 from Giant Step [the developer] which 
is headed by food concessions magnate John Bitove Sr . , Senator Trevor 
Eyton, businessman Pat Keenan and planning consultant Phil Beinhaker. 
Guild founder Spencer Clark sold the property to the province in 1978. 
Metro was later given a long-term lease to oversee the inn and surrounding 
parkland . 

extracted from an article by Sterling Taylor and Royson James in the 1'00.CNl'O STAR, (East) , 
June 3, 1993 

VENDING MACHINE STOCKED WITH FROGS 

Just the thing for the fisherman searching for a live frog in the middle 
of the night -- a vending machine. The machine outside a local hardware 
store also provides worms, crayfish and small fish for bait, but frogs 
seem increasingly popular. 

fran an article in the GWBE AND MAIL, July 17, 1993 

Comment : The news was from Searsport, Me., but Barbara Edwardes-Evans 
started calling around to find out how this activity could be 
stopped. She called the U.S. embassy, the World Wildlife Society, 
World Wildlife in Toronto, the World Wildlife, U.S.A., the 
Natural Resource Council of Maine and the Maine Audubon Society. 
Horrified at how frogs were being treated, the Maine Audubon 
Society "thought there should be a regulation against such things. 
They were very appreciative of receiving the information and said 
they would look into it immediately. They had not heard anything 
about it until [Barbara] called". Barbara hopes it will be 
stopped and adds: "but in Ontario?" Some reptiles and amphibians 
in Ontario are protected by the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Queen's Park, Toronto, Ont. M7A 1W3. Members are 
encouraged to write the Ministry in support of protective 
legislation, and enforcement, here! 

HJ 
□ 

In the past we were content to cut down trees . In 1984 we must needs grind away 
the stumps with a special machine, as though ashamed to admit that the trees 
ever existed. 

from THE HISTORY OF Tl!E COUNTRYSIDE by -Oliver Rackham, J.M . Dent & Sons Ltd., 
London, 1986 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
September 1992, Toronto 

This September continued the wet trend of the summer. However, s~nshi ne 
hours rose above normal, and in spite of decreasing day-length, t he hours 
of sunshine this month were only a couple of hours less than that of July. 

The average temperature was about half a degree to a degree below normal, 
mainly due to the last ten days. Rainfall was generally above normal, 
ranging from 98.4 mm at Pearson Airport to 113 mm at the official downtown 
station to 134.6 mm at Huntley Street near Sherbourne and Bloor. The 
downtown rainfall totals were the highest for September since 1986. It 
was also the coolest September since 1986. 

The difference was made by the improved sunshine hours. Downtown had 204.6 
hours of sunshine, exactly twenty hours more than the 1961-1990 average. 
These hours were relatively well-distributed through the month, thanks to 
the rain falling in discrete showers and often at night. 

Warm, humid conditions invaded southern Ontario around Labour Day and 
again on Sept. 14th-18th. Humidex readings during the latter spell were 
into the mid-thirties. Most of the heavy showers were associated with 
the frontal boundaries of this tropical air. The final par t ~ f the month 
was dominated by a dry northwesterly flow with cool temperatues and variable 
cloud . 

Winds averaged the lightest since 1987 (which had record light winds) . 
However, gusts in the 70+ km/h range occurred on Sept. 27th. 

Gavin Miller 

THE DWARF CLEARWEED did not 
reveal itself to the artist 
until she noticed the 
amazing red roots flowing 
copiously into a spring 
emptying into Grenadier 
Pond. Tracing them to 
their source, it turned 
out they belonged to this 
modest plant growing 
along the bank. 

* 
This species is native 
to Toronto, growing also 
in the Humber, Don and 
Rouge watersheds. 

Ref.: VASCULAR PLANTS OF 
METROPOLITAN TORONTO, 
TFN, 1990. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks sponsored by the Toronto Ornithological Club 
• Fall Warblers in Lamton Woods - Sat. Sept. 11 from 8 am to 12 noon with 

Don Burton. Meet in the parking lot at James Gardens (access from 
Edenbridge Dr.). Free. 

• Hawks and Other Migrants - Sat. Sept. 18 from 8 am to 12 noon with 
Patrick Stepien-Scanlon. Meet in the parking lot inside the Bloor St. 
entrance at High Park Ave. Free. 

Nature Photography at Tommy Thompson Park - Aug. 22 at 2 pm with a nature 
interpreter from the Conservation Authority. Meet at the van stop inside 
the main park gates. Free. 

Birds and Birdwatching at Tommy Thompson Park - Sept. 5 and Sept. 6 at 2 pm 
with a nature interpreter from the Conservation Authority. Meet at the 
van stop inside the main park gates. Free. 

Black Creek Pioneer Village - 37th Annual Pioneer Festival - Sept. 18 
from 10 am to 4 pm. Admission charge. 

Cain (fungi) Foray, Sept. 24-26. Call Lore Lebrecht at 292-6311 for details. 

Toronto Entomologists' Association - monthly meeting - Sat. Sept. 25 at 
1 pm in the lecture room of the McLaughlin Planetarium. Free. Call 727-6993 

to check. 
Mycological Society of Toronto - Fungi Fair - Mon. Sept. 27 from 12 noon 

to 9 pm at the Civic Garden Centre. Admission fee: $1. [See page .] 

Festival of Ornamental Grasses (3rd) - Sun. Sept. 12 at Humber Nurseries. 
Lectures and tours in display garden. Free. Refreshments. For 
details about times, call 796-TREE. 

Elizabeth Simcoe's Drawings - at the Art Gallery of Ontario until Sept. 26 . 
Free admission on Wednesday evenings. 

Toronto's Beginnings: before and after 1793 (a collection of photos and 
maps on display) at the Heritage Centre, 2nd floor, Cumberland Terrace 
(southeast corner of Bay St. and Cumberland Ave.) - until Sept. 30 on 
Thursday, Fridays and Saturdays from 12 noon to 4 pm. Free. 

Honey Festival - Sept. 11 and 12 from 10 am to 4 pm at the Kortright 
Centre for Conservation. For details, call 832-2289. Admission charge. 

Waterfront Walk - Sept. 19 at l pm with the Metropolitan Toronto Planning 
Department. Meet at the gates of the Guild Inn on Guildwood Parkway 
opposite Galloway Rd. Free. 

Don Valley Art Club Show and Sale - Sept. 11 and 12 from noon to 5 pm 
and Sept. 18 and 19 from noon to 5 pm at Todmorden Mills. For more 
details, call 425-2250. Free. 

TFN photo/art display of 200 years of Toronto's natural history at the 
Yorkville Library (on Yorkville Ave., west of Yonge St.); Sept. 1-30. 
( a Toronto 200 event -- celebrating 200 years since the Simoces arri~~d) 

C> 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

American Birding Association Regional Conference - Niagara Falls, Ont . 
Dec . 2 - 6. For details write to ABA Niagara Falls Regional Conference, 
P.O. Box 6599, Colorado Springs, CO 80934-6599, U.S.A. 

Canadian Gardening Conference at the Civic Garden Centre - Oct. 2 & 3. 
For details, call 397-1340, or write to the CGC, 777 Lawrence Ave. East, 
Toronto, Ont. M3C 1P2. 

Waste Reduction Week - a project for everyone. Call 960-8804 for more 
information from the Recycling Council of Ontario. 

Gem and Mineral Exhibition - an annual event of the Gem and Mineral Club 
of Scarborough - Sat. Sept. 18 from 10 am to 6 pm and Sun. Sept. 19 from 
11 am to 5 pm at the Mid-Scarborough Community Centre (outside the 
Kennedy subway station). Free. 

Flora Photographica: The Flower in Photography, from 1835 to the Present 
- a lavish display of floral photographs at the Royal Ontario Museum 
from Friday, Sept. 17 to Sunday, Nov. 28. Free Tuesday evenings. 

Don Watershed Task Force Meeting - Sept. 9 at 6:30 pm at 5100 Yonge St. 
(North York City Hall). Meetings are open to the public. For more 
information, call 661-6600, ext. 325. 

Task Force to Bring Back the Don Meeting - Sept. 14 at 6:30 pm in Committee 
Room #5, Toronto City Hall. For more information, call 392-0068. 

Save the Rouge Valley System - monthly nature walk in valley. Call 
289-6643 for details. 

Black Creek Conservation Project of Toronto - monthly meeting and plantings 
- Call 661-6600, extension 345 for details. 

□ 

..,_ __________ -JNEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS------------, 

Needed: essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 300 
words), poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings 

Subjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, 
· especially reports of personal experiences with wildlife 

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions 
can be acknowledged. With newspaper clippings include source and date 
of each clipping. 

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted 
at least six weeks before the month in which the event is to take place . 

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists 
20 College St., Unit 11 
Toronto, Ont. MSG 1K2 ------------
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
20 College St., Suite 11 
Toronto, Ontario MSG IK.2 

(416) 968-6255

XX1:2 (A) 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST 

Publications Mail 
Registration No. 
6669 

Published eight times a year by the Toronto Field Naturalists, a charitable, non-profit organization, the aims of which are 
to stimulate public interest in natural history and to encourage the preservation of our natmal heritage. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB: INDEX OF TFN NEWSLETTERS (1938 to present) ............. $ 10.00 
ITS HISTORY AND CONSTITUTION, 1965 .•.......•..••••••.. $ 2.00 

TORONTO REGION BIRD CHART, 1983 ...•...•...•.......... $ 4.00 
CHECKLIST OF PLANTS IN FOUR TORONTO PARKS: 

WILKET CREEK, HIGH PARK, HUMBER VALLEY, A GRAPHIC GUIDE TO ONTARIO MOSSES, 1985 ....•......... $ 4.00 
LAMBTON WOODS, 1972 .........•...... : ................ $ 2.00 

GUIDE TO THE TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' 
TORONTO THE GREEN, 1976 NATURE RESERVE, LEASKDALE, ONT., 1986 ............... $ 4.00 

Metropolttan Toronto's important natural areas 
are descrilled and recommendations given for TORONTO ISLANDS: PLANT COMMUNITIES AND 
their conservation and management; NOTEWORTHY SPECIES, 1987 ........................... $ 4.00 
includes maps, bibliography and index .............•.......... $ 8.00 

TODMORDEN MILLS, 1987 ................................ $ 4.00 
TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' RA VINE SURVEYS .......... ea$ 4.00 

Survey #1 • Chatsworth Ravine, 1973 VASCULAR PLANTS OF METROPOLITAN TORONTO, 1990 ..... $ 8.00 
Survey 12-Brookbanks Ravine, 1974 
Survey 13 • Chapman Valley Ravine, 1975 NOG.S.T. 
Survey 14 • Wigmore Ravine, 1975 
Survey IS • Park Drive Ravine, 1976 
Survey 16 · Burke Ravine, 1976 
Survey 17 • Taylor Creek-Woodbine Bridge 

Ravines, 19n 

Al publications are available at the monthly general meetings or may be 
ordered from Toronto Field Naturafists, 20 Colege St., Sutte 11, Toronto, 
Ontario, MSG 1K2. (Add $2.00 per ftem for postage and handling). 

Survey #8 • West Don Valley, 1978 

ISSN 0820-636X 

MEMBERSHIP FEES (No G.S.T.) 

$30 FAMILY (2 adults - same address, children included) 
$25 SINGLE, SENIOR FAMILY 
$20 STIJDENT, SENIOR SINGLE 
Tax receipts issued for donations 

Membership fees and address changes should be sent to: 
20 College St., Suite 11, Toronto, Ontario MSG lK.2 
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