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TFN MEETINGS 
Sunday, February 6, 1994 - RESTORING THE BLACK CREEK: AN URBAN WATERSHED 

at 2:30 pm 

in the Northrop Frye Hall 
Victoria University 

73 Queen' s Patk Cres. East 

an illustrated talk by Gavin Miller, 
Secretary of the Black Creek Project and 
consultant in ecological restoration 

- The Black Creek Project has been making efforts 
for several years to restore this urban creek. 
In partnership with schools and various 
agencies, trees and shrubs have been planted, 
banks stabilized, habitat enhanced, and wetlands 
cons true ted. [ See also outing on Feb. 12, page 3.] 

+ Tm memberships and publications wi 11 be for 
sale from 2 pm to 4 pm outside the lecture 
room. 

+ coffee and juice will be available during the 
"social hour", starting at 2 pm, 

+ an opportunity to buy raffle tickets on four 
numbered prints of wildlife paintings by 
Paul Harpley for support plans for a book on 
the Oak Ridges moraine [ See page 11 • ] 

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, March 6, 1994 
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Wednesday 
Feb. 2 

11 am 

Saturday 
Feb. 5 
10:30 am 

entry 
$ fee 

Sunday 
Feb. 6 
2:30 pm 

Wednesday 
Feb. 9 
10 am 

Saturday 
Feb. 12 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
Feb. 16 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
Feb. 19 
11 am 
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TFN OUTINGS February 
ALLAN GARDENS - exotic flora Toronto 
Leader: Dr. Nick Badenhuizen 
Meet at the entrance to the greenhouses on the south side 
of Carlton St. east of Jarvis St. Morning only. 
Get away from winter and meet some southern plants; learn which are related 
to familiar plants here. 

GARDINER MUSEUM - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Eleanor Dingle 
Meet at the entrance to the museum on the east side of 
Queen's Park just south of Bloor St. West (opposite the 
Royal Ontario Museum). Lunch optional, 
Bring sketching materials and stool or just come an enjoy the ceramic 
collection. Usually members get together at noon to coopare sketches and 
observations. 

TFN MEETING (see page 2) 
73 Queen's Park Crescent East 
Northrop Frye Hall 

OLD MILL - nature walk Humber , Etobicoke 
Leader: Louise Orr 
Meet at the Old Mill subway station. Lunch optional. 
We will be looking for wintering birds including gulls and ducks in the 
valley; also ice conditions on the river could be interestingt 

BLACK CREEK - restoration site 
Leader: Gavin Miller 

Black Creek, North York 

Meet at Shoreham Drive where it crosses the Black Creek (south 
of Steeles and east of Jane St.) 
Gavin will take us on a nature walk through the valley and show us where 
some of the Black Creek Project's restoration work is taking place. This 
is a follow-up from the TFN meeting on Feb, 6. 

ALLAN GARDENS - nature arts Toronto 
Leader : Margaret Emminghaus 
Meet at the entrance to the greenhouses on the south side of 
Carlton St., east of Jarvis St. Lunch optional. 
Bring cameras, sketching naterials and stool, or just cane and enjoy the 
lush greenery. Menbers ususally meet at ooon to carpare sketches and 
observations. 

WEST DON - winter exploration 
Leader: Robin Powell 

West Don, Fast York 

Meet on the south side of Eglinton Ave, East opposite Leslie 
St. Bring lunch and a warm drink. 
This walk will include lots of hill climbing and slippery places to traverse. 
Dress warmly (including waterproof footwear). 

[> 
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FEBRUARY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Wednesday 
Feb. 23 
1 pm 

Saturday 
Feb. 26 
1 pm 

Sunday 
Feb. 27 
11 am 

SUNNYSIDE - gulls 
Leader: Helen Smith 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the northwest corner of Roncesvalles Ave. and Queen 
St. West. 
Dress warmly and bring biroculars and bird book, The lakeshore can be very 
cold, but rewarding at this time of year when waterfowl find this section 
of shoreline a good place to loiter. 

SYLVAN PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Graham Neville 

lakeshore, Scarborough 

Meet at the southeast corner of Kingston Road and Bellamy Rd.South, 
Depending on snow conditions we will be exploring the Bellamy Ravine and/or 
Sylvan Park on the Scarborough Bluffs, Wonderful views of the lake. Dress 
warmly. 

HIGH PARK - nature in winter 
Leader: Joanne Doucette 

Toronto 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. West 
opposite High Park Ave. Lunch optional, 
We will be looking at ways plants and animals adapt to winter conditions. 
If the weather is bad we will retreat to the restaurant, Dress warmly 
anyway! D 

Glendon Colle.9e. grovt'>d.s1 West ])011 
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PRESIDEN1"''S REPORT 
This month I'm writing about the joys of being a naturalist in the city. 
We are fortunate to live overlooking the West Humber in Thistletown. 
For a number of reasons sightings of mammals have increased in recent 
years. These are the highlights from November and December. One afternoon 
a buck ambled across our backyard and I was able to open a window and 
take photographs, before it leaped down into the valley. Another day 
there were five deer, does and a fawn of the year. Three of them 
climbed up to our yard, ate sunflower seeds, and sniffed at the empty 
peanut tray. Earlier there had been a family of cross foxes, but lately 
a red fox was seen on two occasions. Once late at night the puppy 
growled. With the deck light on we could see four fat raccoons slowly 
digging in the earth with their noses in the holes, eating something, 
probably grubs, Another day at dusk there were two large beavers side 
by side in the river. A week later they had dammed the river and 
furnished a "ketchen" of sticks piled up for winter food. 

Fox sparrows were usually abundant during migration this fall, being 
present for almost a month. Ron counted a dozen at once on the ground 
feeder. From the bedroom I looked down as a crow-sized bird flew past. 
It was a strange dead leaf colour, light buffy-beige. Then it descended 
erratically, with a moth-like flight, to the valley floor. I suspect it 
was a Barn Owl, but I'm told it was probably a short-eared. On our 
daily walk the puppy and I flushed a Great Horned Owl from a shrub beside 
the path. It peered at us from a nearby tree, and when we advanced, 
flapped across the river to a large tree. Soon a group of raucous crows 
harrassed it, They make more hullabaloo over owls than hawks, because 
owls eat crows at night. Last year a flicker showed up for the Christmas 
Count, and with superb timing reappeared this year when Alfred Adamo was 
here counting. These observations certainly brightened the recent dark, 
cold days of early winter. 
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Joan O'Donnell 
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THE EASTERN GREY SQUIRREL 
was reported as "formerly common, 
becoming scarcer" by J. Playfair 
McMurrich in Faull's NATURAL 
HISTORY OF THE TORONTO REGION, 1913 • 
The black phase was considered 
indigenous in High Park. The grey 
phase was considered to ,hav-e been rare 
but increasing. Recent TFN records 
indicate that roughly 25% of grey 
phase are represented in Toronto 
populations, 75% of black or dark. 
In the west proportions are 20% Rrey 
and 80% black and in the east 34% 
grey and 66% black. 

(DC'awi~ by Monica Lee) 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 
Nov. 19, 1993 

I would like to say something about birds crashing against windows. 
People are generally concerned about birds flying against tall structures 
such as skyscrapers, but very few think about their own homes. One day 
I was cleaning my apartment and opened the curtains especially wide to 
make the room brighter. Minutes later I heard a thump against the window 
and saw a bird fall back. Fortunately it was not seriously hurt and flew 
off. The best way to prevent this is to keep the curtains closed during 
the fall [and spring) migration when many birds that migrate may not be 
familiar with windows. 

Dino Torcoletti 

Nov . 24, 1993 

On a warm day in mid-July, 1993, about 9:30 am, I settled myself to paint 
on one of the bridges over Wilket Creek at Edwards Gardens. At that time 
of day the Gardens were almost deserted so it was an opportune time to 
see the various inhabitants up and about. Soon my attention was arrested 
by a small dark cinnamon brown body climbing out of the water on to the 
bank . A few minutes later I noticed two more brown bodies playing in 
and out of a drain pipe. Then a third little creature appeared, dove into 
the water and dragged one of her kits by the ear up on to the mud bank 
under the bridge, and then the three went rapidly along the bank at the 
water's edge down the creek. I believe it was an adult short-tailed 
weasel [ermine) and two almost fully grown young •• • To see them in a 
busy park was unexpected and very exciting. 

Betty Paul 

Nov . 28, 1993 

Mary [Smith] was a very vital person who I admired very much. Before she 
went to university she worked with me on the Metro Toronto Conservation 
Naturalist programme. She was terrific. Not only had she lived in many 
countries but wherever she had been she wanted to know about the natural 
world around her. I benefited greatly from our discussions and wished 
they could go on forever. When I asked her if she had had a difficult 
time adjusting to the customs of the different countries she said she 
got the biggest reprimand from her cousins in Oakville on the family's 
first visit. It was customary to leave one's shoes outside the bedroom 

. door each evening to be cleaned and polished before morning ( in European 
countries). Before long her bedroom door opened and her shoes came 
flying in with the words "In Canada we do our own work". This was told 
with much humour. Thank you for your article giving readers an insight 
into how much one person can contribute and enrich our lives. 

Ottelyn Add i son 

Seattle, Washington provides free use of public transportation in the 
downtown core between 4 am and 9 pm daily. 

£ran PROBE.:. ABILITIFS, a report to Pollution Probe menbers, Sllll1Tler 1993 



t> 

TFN 441 - 7 

KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

Nov. 29, 1993 

Thank you for writing regarding East Point Park. In fact, I've opposed 
the baseball diamonds at East Point Park from the beginning, enduring 
criticism as I was often times alone in speaking out against them. I 
also brought the East Point Park situation to the attention of Globe and 
Mail columnist John Barber who wrote an article on the park. Unfortunately, 
the project was promoted by Scarborough Mayor Trimmer and the Metro 
Councillor from the area [Ken Morrish] , both anxious to please 
local residents, who "want to play baseball". Finally, the Metro Parks 
staff have a longstanding compulsion to "build" things and have obviously 
been persuasive enough to get a huge majority of Metro Council votes for 
this project (and others). 

My greatest disappointment lies with provincial policy. I wrote to the 
Minister (of the Environment) asking that a full environmental assessment 
hearing be held to determine whether diamonds are truly suitable to this 

. environmentally sensitive area (EAS). The Minister wrote back saying 
that the project was not large enough (I remember a cutoff of $3.S million) 
to trigger such a hearing. I think that's wrong. I believe any project 
in an ESA should be thus scrutinized -- since many small projects can do 
easily as much damage as one big one. Provincial policy should change. 

If you are interested in making this point, please address it to: Hon. 
Bud Wildman, Minister of the Environment, 15th floor, 135 St. Clair Ave. 
West, Toronto, Ont. M4V lPS. 

It is unfortunate that this public outcry against the baseball diamonds 
has come after the decision has been made. It is very frustrating after 
standing virtually alone on this issue for so long. Meanwhile, you can 
rely on me to hold up the "environmental" end of things, both at Metro 
Council and on the Metro Toronto Region Conservation Authority, on whose 
Board I sit. 

Ila Bossons 
Metro Councillor, Midtown 

0 
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FOR READING 
WILDFLOWERS by Rick Imes, Key Porter Books, 1993, $21,95 

The subtitle of this book summarizes its themes: "How to identify 
flowers in the wild and how to grow them in your garden". A summary is 
that the work of the artists and photo editor , printed in full colour, 
complements the author's text. This book had its origins in England, 
with the Canadian edition published in Toronto and printed in Hong Kong. 
The result is a hundred and sixty pages of concise information that covers 
eastern and western woods, wetlands, prairies, fields and roadsides, even 
deserts in separate sections. Each section commences with a short 
description of the area covered and includes a map. The pages that follow 
each include~ illustrations of three flowers, their botanical names, 
descriptions, ranges, soils, blooming periods, method of propagation and 
cultivation. The thirty-page introduction is one of the best to appear 
yet in any book on this absorbing subject, covering topics from botanical 
classification and conservation to soils and the wildlife attracted to 
the various plant species. Not forgotten are pages on collecting, with 
suggestions to do this wherever possible from nurseries or friends rather 
than from the wild. 

YOUR BACKYARD GARDEN by Marcus Schneck, Key Porter Books, 1993, $19.95 
This book is an unusual achievement. Never have ecosystems common to 

various parts of the continent and their adaptations to individual gardens 
been covered in such a format. Combining descriptive text with charts, 
colour photography, drawings and landscape plants, the author has packed 
much information into this book's 160 pages. Many books have been 
written on attracting wild birds to the garden. There are also a reasonable 
number upon horticultural uses of wildflowers. Very little has been 
written though on attracting insects, mammals or herptiles. What precious 
little is available up to now has been poorly illustrated,and seldom has 
practical advice been ·given ontotal habitats suitable for various animal 
and plant life likely to be found in any one ecosystem. Six actual gardens 
in various parts of Canada and the United States are examined in individual 
chapters. These include photographs and, in every case, landscape plans 
of the sites. Between these chapters are others covering specific 
considerations such as trees, shrubs, rock piles, bird feeders, lepidoptera 
and so on. Want to know exactly which flowers attract hummingbirds? A 
handy chart tells all, including the botanical names. Interested in 
arachnids? There is a complete illustrated section. The entire book is 
a joy for the city-bound naturalist simply to read and dream of perhaps 
one day owning just such a garden. 

Wesley R. Porter 
[> 

••• If five million Canadian walked or cycled just three kilometres a week 
instead of driving, auto emissions would be reduced by approximately 30 
metric tonnes within six months. And if those of us who enjoy working in 
the yard or garden composted fallen leaves and grass clippings, we could 
help reduce the 250 kilograms of lawn waste that each household sends to 
local dumps each year. 

eictracted from "c.anadians go for green'' in NA.11.JRE ALERT, April 1993, Vol. 3, No. 2 
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FOR READING (cont'd) 

RECENTLY PUBLISHED: 

THE OAK RIDGES MORAINE, a 15-minute video describing the moraine and 
outlining some of the issues at hand. Available for $10 (price includes 
GST, add $2 for postage and handling) from MTRCA - Office Services, 
5 Shoreham Dr., Downsview, Ont. M3N 1S4. 

CITIZEN ACTION GUIDE, an eight-page tabloid published by the Canadian 
Nature Federation, 1 Nicholas St., Suite 520, Ottawa, Ont. KlN 7B7. 
This guide to completing the National Parks System by the year 2000 
outlines the steps required to establish a new national park. It also 
provides suggestions on what you can do to help complete Canada's 
national park system with addresses and information so that you can 
write to the political leaders who can ensure that new parks are 
established. This publication is free, but contributions toward mailing 
costs will be gratefully received, 

D 

/ 

WEEPING WILLOW 
form in Toronto parks 

silhouette 
by Mary Smith 
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PROJECTS 

PHOTOS NEEDED FOR "ANSWER BOARD" AT NATURE INFORMATION CENTRE 

We need a few slides from which to make prints, or prints from negatives 
for the "Answer Board" to complete a collection covering all three seasons 
the cabin is open. The pictures should show clearly the subject so that 
it can be easily identified by young users of the board. 

Have you any slides or negatives of any of the following which you could 
loan to us? 

Black-capped Chickadee 
Northern Cardinal 
Northern Oriole 
Beaver -- include its scaly tail 
Lady Bird Beetle 

[> Please call Jean Macdonald at 425-6596. 

SEASONAL JOBS AT ALGONQUIN PARK 

Chicory - difficult. We need a 
good flower (or flowers) and some 
of the plant (leaves) 

New England Aster - good flowers, 
not too small, and some of the 
leaves 

To help visitors understand and appreciate the natural and human history 
of the park, visitor services staff is required from mid-June to Labour 
Day. Accommodaton and meals are available at low cost in park staff 
houses . All living and working facilities are smoke-free environments . 
Preference is given to qualified applicants in their last years of high 
school or the first one or two years of university. Both park naturalists 
and museum technicians are needed. Requests for application forms and/or 

[> 
additional information should be directed to: Park Naturalist, Ministry 
of Natural Resources, Box 219, Whitney, Ontario KOJ 2MO or telephone 
613-637-2828. Final application date: Feb. 27, 1994 

POSITIONS AT LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY 

One or more project biologists will be required to develop, organize and 
deliver volunteer programs in 1994. The positions require a high level 
of organization and initiative, solid field skills, and experience with 
personal computers. Successful applicants are expected to have a B.Sc. 
or equivalent and a proven ability to conduct, analyze and report on 

t> 
scientific studies. Broad-based experience in breeding bird ecology is 
a definite asset. Write to the Executive Director, c/o LPBO, P.O. Box 160, 
Port Rowan, Ont. NOE lMO. 
Up to 12 long-term (1 month minimum) volunteer field biologists positions 
are available for the 1994 field seasons. Prospective applicants must 
have the following attributes: 1) keen interest in ornithology, 2) good 
bird identification skills, 3) mature, responsible attitude, 4) 
ability to live and work in remote circumstances, 5) good interpersonal 
skills, health and eye-sight. For the spring migration season (mid March 
to early June), candidates should submit applications by Feb. 15, 1994. 

~ 
Summer and fall applications should be received by April 15, 1994. Write 
to the Migration Program Manager, c/o LPBO, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, 
Ontario NOE lMO. 

[> 
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PROJECTS (cont'd) 

OAK RIDGES MORAINE PUBLICATION NEEDS FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Plans for a book on the Oak Ridges Moraine are in place. A group of 
people has been brought together who are interested in producing a book 
on the moraine. The book will be for the general reader and will show 
the natural beauty and geographic importance of the area. Its purpose 
is to further our appreciation and a commitment to maintain the moraine 
as a valuable natural place. The book will be somewhat like the attractive 
book produced last year by the Peterborough Field Naturalists entitled 
KAWARrnA'S NA'IURE. It will contain short articles, illustrations and useful 
maps . The group needs money for initial work such as photocopying,etc . 
With this in mind, Paul Harpley, a member of the gro~p has offered 
numbered prints of four of his original paintings to be used as fund
raisers. As well as being a well-known wildlife artist, Paul is the 
President of the South Lake Simcoe Naturalists'Club. Jack and Margaret 
Cranmer-Byng will be selling raffle tickets for these prints at the 
TFN February meeting and will have photos of the prints on hand. It is 
hoped that TFN members will support this worthy cause and at the same 
time try to win a beautiful framed wildlife painting. Tickets are 
$2.00 each or 3 for $5.00. [See page 2.] 

Margaret Cranmer-Byng 
[> 
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PROJECTS (cont'd) 

BIRDQUEST 

The Canadian Nature Federation education program on birds and their 
natural history and conservation has received excellent reviews from 
educators and students. Developed in 1990-91 in conjunction with the 
Canadian Wildlife Service of Environment Canada, it is suitable for 
nature clubs, park interpretive centres, scouts and guides, summer camps, 
and school classes. By working through the program, participants can 
achieve the highest level -- Falcon -- and then apply their knowledge to 
crucial surveys conducted by both government and non-government agencies. 

~ Birdquest is available for $49.95 plus shipping and taxes from the CNF, V l Nicholas St., Suite 520, Ottawa, Ont. KlN 7B7 or by calling toll free 
l-800-267-4088 or 613-238-6154. 

[> 

GUIDE TO WASTE REDUCTION 

By 1995, it's estimated that more than 70 per cent of Canadian landfill 
sites will be full. Part of the solution to this problem is finding ways 
to reduce the waste stream; and TI-IE MUNICIPAL GUIDE FOR TI-IE PRCMJITON OF PACl<AGOO 
WASfERIDJCTION has been developed by Environment Canada, the Canadian 
Federation of Municipalities, and the Canadian Council of Ministers of 
the Environment to help us do just that. Despite its unwieldy title, 
the guide offers practical advice for getting towns andcities on the 
waste reduction bandwagon. Community organizations, teachers, and others 
who want to get involved in this issue can get a free copy of this 
publication by calling Environment Canada's enquiry centre at 1-800- 668-6767. 

[The two preceding items are from NATIJRE ALERT (C,anadian Nature Federation), Vol. 3, No, 4, 
Fall 1993) 

TFN BOARD NOMINATIONS INVITED 

The Toronto Field Naturalists is looking for people with initiative who 
are willing to devote time working as members of the Board of Directors. 
Please send your suggestions with a note to Eileen Mayo, Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee, 20 College St., Unit 11, Toronto, Ont. MSG 1K2. 
(The report of the Nominating Committee will be published in the May 
newsletter.) □ 

From the Past 
During the period 1898-1910 when [I] was familiar with conditions in tthe 
Toronto region] the Black Squirrel was comparatively a rare mammal. A few 
frequented High Park, but elsewhere the sight of one was sufficiently 
unusual to cause comment. A specimen of the gray phase, seen December 26th, 
1901, on the west side of the Don Valley, in what was then called the 
"First Bush'', aroused such enthusiasm that several trips were made to the 
locality in the weeks following in the hope that the animal might again 
be seen. 

extracted from "The Spread of the Black Squirrel in the Toronto Region and Victoria County, 
Ontario" by J .A. Mt.mro in TI-IE CANADIAN FIELb-NA.WRALISr, Vol. XLIII, page 108 
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HIGH PARK REPORT 

Many of us who have spent countless afternoons in High Park, walked the 
shores of Grenadier Pond and marvelled at the beauty in our own back yard, 
may have also wondered about the changes that are taking place in this 
natural oasis. Being situated within a dense urban setting, Grenadier 
Pond has become ecologically unbalanced and it is the hope of many that 
the pond not be further degraded. This article summarizes the clean- up 
efforts to date for Grenadier Pond. 

The Department of Parks and Recreation recommended (summer of 1992) that 
the natural environment of High Park's ponds and streams be rehabilitated. 
This project was approved and had met with enthusiasm by people who are 
interested in maintaining its health and beauty. 

To renew any natural ecosystem is not a simple task. However, users were 
interested incorrprehending how an aquatic ecosystem functions in order to 
gain insight into how we might rehabilitate Grenadier Pond. Through the 
Parks Department and the University of Toronto, High Park's Natural 
Environment Working Group (NEWG) learned about the biology of Grenadier 
Pond and how it was dependent on activities within the park and surrounding 
neighbourhood. 

Parks and Recreation then hired an environmental consulting team to design 
a plan of action. Following a two-tier selection process, Gartner Lee 
Ltd. accepted this rewarding opportunity. 

By the end of August '93, Parks and Recreation, Gartner Lee and the 
University of Toronto pooled their resources and identified informaton 
gaps. A meeting was scheduled to include the public. Gartner Lee's 
Debra Martin-Downs met with members of NEWG and explained what rehabilitation 
might involve. As these meetings are interactive, group members shared 
ideas and concerns. To wrap up the meeting, two events were announced : 
a field day in High Park (Sept. 26) held by Gartner Lee, and High Park 
Day (Oct. 3), organized by the Environmental Dialogue (a volunteer 
citizen's group). 

The purpose of the field day was to give an idea of how, why and what 
scientists collect from an aquatic ecosystem in order to learn more about 
what makes Grenadier Pond and Wendigo Creek unique. 

High Park Day focused on education and action. Guided tours on aquatic 
and terrestrial ecology were arranged as well as an Eco-fair which allowed 
people to find out about what they can do for the park. 

The rest of October, Gartner Lee, with help from personnel at the Parks 
Department, rowed on Grenadier Pond, traversed Wendigo Creek, and filed 
through the libraries researching data and rehabilitation options. Based 
on public resonse and the team work of knowledgable coordinators, 
researchers and consultants, the following months are sure to be enlightening. 

Christine Tu 
Parks & Recreation Dept. , Toronto 

D 
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NEWS FROM THE TORONTO WILDLIFE CENTRE 

"The possums are coming, the possums are coming!" In fact, they have 
arrived at the Toronto Wildlife Centre, 13 in all, a mother with eleven 
young and an unrelated albino! 

"An opossum hath a head like a swine, a taile like a rat, and is the 
bignes of a cat. Under her belly she hath a bagge wherein she lodgeth, 
carrieth and sucketh her young" so wrote Captain John Smith, founder of 
Virginia way back in 1608. It is this "bagge" in which the young are 
carried that makes this animal a marsupial, a mammal whose navy bean sized 
young are born in such a highly undeveloped state that they have to be 
suckled in a pouch for several weeks before they are developed enough 
to leave it, like their Australian cousins the kangaroos and wallabies. 

The Virginia Opossum (Didelphis virginiana) appears to have evolved in 
South America then moved into North America via the land bridge created 
in recent geologic time. This nocturnal animal, common in the southern 
States, though not often seen, has recently been extending its range, 
northwards and westwards into Southern Canada, probably due to the milder 
winters sincel900, Since it does not hibernate it must go in search of 
food thereby becoming vulnerable to frost bite, its ears and tail being 
naked. 

The mother with young in her pouch arrived at the centre on August 24th. 
She had been trapped by Animal Control Officers in the Lakeshore/Cawthra 
area of Mississauga, and somehow, possibly during capture, had suffered 
an injury to her back and tail. Her back was stitched and she was placed 
on antibiotics by a local veterinarian who volunteers his services to 
the centre. At first it was thought that she only had 2 babies, but the 
final count turned out to be eleven! Possibly she may not have been able 
to raise this number in the wild, since this is a large s number to care 
for and they cannot all ride on her back. 

When animals arrive at the centre their cages are set up with as much 
regard as possible to their wild habitat. Thus the cage for the possums 
has branches and ladders for climbing, a cardboard box for sleeping, and 
the whole cage is curtained off as these animals are noctural. Animals 
are handled as little as possible and placed in cages with their own 
kind to prevent imprinting, and since the mother possum nursed her babies 
they did not have to be hand reared by humans as is the case with orphaned 
baby animals and birds at the centre. 

Pos&ums are omnivorous, their diet in the wild consisting of insects, frogs, 
birds, snakes, small mammals, earthworms, carrion, fruits and berries. 
At the centre the mother possum was fed on a high protein" dog food 
especially formulated for nursing dogs since she was feeding her eleven 
babies. Now that the babies have been weaned they are all fed on dog 
food and a variety of fresh fruit which they appear to relish. 

It is to be hoped that the possums will be released in the spring, when 
the mother has recovered from her injuries and this will be the best time 
of year for them to readjust to the wild since food is most plentiful in 
the spring. 

The Toronto Wildlife Centre is supported by voluntary contributions, and 
t>-
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WILDLIFE CENTRE NEWS (cont'd) 

~ 
donations and supplies would be gratefully received. Please make cheques 
payable to: Toronto Wildlife Centre, 10136 Sheppard Ave, East, Scarborough 
MlB 1E9. 

Ann Millett 
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BUYING BINOCULARS FOR BIRDING 

Binoculars come in a variety of sizes and powers, and not all are suitable 
for birding. This is to clarify some of the mystery. 

Power and Aperture: Designated by numbers such as 7 X 50, 11 X 80, etc. 
The first number is the power, and is the factor by which the apparent 
diameter of the subject is magnified. A power of 6 to 8 is my recommendation 
for hand-held use, as more power is hard to hold steady. 
The second number is the aperture of the objective (the big end), in 
millimetres. More than five times the power is not useful unless one is 
very young. The pencil of light emerging from the eyepiece is called the 
"exit pupil", its diameter being the aperture divided by the power. 
Thus 6 X 30, 7 X 35, and 8 X 40 bioculars all have exit pupils of 5 mm. 
If the exit pupil is larger than the pupil of the eye, the eye cannot 
use all of the light. This sets a limit on the useful size of the exit 
pupil, and hence, the aperture. The pupil of a young eye can accommodate 
about 7 mm, but as one ages this diminishes, so that by the time one is 
fifty years of age the pupil will probably not accommodate more than 5 mm. 
Therefore 7 X 50 binoculars, with 7 mm exit pupils, would not be an 
advantage, and are much heavier. 

Field of View: Designated as "XXX feet in 1000 yards" or "XXX metres in 
1000 metres". This tells how wide the field of view would be if you were 
looking at something 1000 yards (or metres) away. A wide field of view 
is very desirable for birding as it enables one to follow a bird which 
flits from branch to branch, without losing it from view. That a large 
aperture gives a wide field is a myth. Field width is determined by 
eyepiece design. A wide angle is typically about 525 feet in 1000 yards, 
or about 10 degrees. 

Minimum Focussing Distance: Close focussing is a must for observing small 
birds at close range. My glasses will focus down to about 10 feet. 

Quality: Binoculars should have fully coated lenses and prisms. This is 
important, as there are at least ten air to glass surfaces in the light 
path, and uncoated lenses reflect much light at these interfaces, causing 
flare and low contrast. 

Summary: Good binoculars for bird watching would be a 7 X 35 or 8 X 40, 
wide angle, fully coated, close focussing, well-made unit. The cost will 
be more than $100 as cheaper glasses are usually a disappointment, and 
a waste of money. Focus-free binoculars and binoculars with zoom eye
pieces are not recommended. Miniature binoculars, 7 X 20, or similar, 
although inferior to larger glasses are useful in situations where 
carrying heavier or bulky glasses is precluded. Binoculars are essential 
to birding, and almost any binoculars are better than none! 

Care: Binocular lenses should be carefully cleaned with lens tissue 
dampened with lens cleaning fluid, or clean water. Never wipe the lenses 
with dry tissue. The neck-strap should be checked for weakness, as 
binoculars dropped on a hard surface could easily be a write-off. 

Bob Hansen 
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REAL DUCKS DON'T EAT BREAD 

••• Veterinarians and wildlife officials give the following reasons for 
not feeding bread to waterfowl: 
- it is of low nutrient value and doesn't contain enough fibre for proper 

digestion by birds; 
bread tends to swell and get caught in a bird's digestive tract, which 
could lead to digestion problems; 
the swelling also causes birds to feel full and may result in the birds 
becoming less inclined to search for the natural food which would 
provide them with the proper nutrition they require to remain healthy; 
birds, most likely, don't benefit from the sugar, salts, and chemicals 
in the bread; 
waterfowl can contract Aspergillosis, a respiratory infection caused 
by inhalation of mold spores from decaying bread. 

So, if you feel you must feed the birds, grain aod ·rolled oats 
are much better alternatives, as they all float, have a fibre content 
closer to the natural diet of water birds, and are easily digested by 
waterfowl, posing no health risks. 

extracted from "Don't Duck the Issue!" by Martha Wames in nm GUELPH FIElD NAnJRALIST, 
Vol. 24, No. 2, Oct.-Nov. 1993 [based on a flyer entitled ''Real Ducks Don't Eat Bread" 
from the Swan Lake Ou-istrnas Hill Nature Sanctuary in Victoria] 

THE SEMIPALMATED PLOVER, 
in its Ontario range, 
breeds only along the 
shores of Hudson Bay and 
James Bay and inland 
along the shores of some 
of the northern rivers. 
We see it in Toronto 
only in migration. 

If you're from the Old 
World or have travelled 
there, you may be more 
familiar with the ringed 
plover which some 
authorities consider to 
be of the same species. 

Ref. : American 
Ornithologists' 
Union CHECK-LIST 

OF NORTH AMERICAN 
BIRDS, 6th edition 

a 
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GEOLOGICAL EXCURSION IN TORONTO DISTRICT 1931 

••• It is noteworthy that anywhere in the district where there are steep 
east and west banks, whether of a river or ravine, the vegetation is found 
to be more prolific on the west bank than on the east, and the weathering 
processes make more inroads on the east bank. This is due to the fact that 
in the spring the east bank is exposed to the warm afternoon sun, and the 
daily range of temperature it experiences is greater than that which affects 
the west bank. Thus the plant growth on the east bank is stimulated too 
soon and the frost at night kills the young plants. Growth on the west 
bank does not start as soon and is thus able to survive. The lack of 
vegetation and the prevailing west winds account for the proportionately 
greater erosion of the east banks. 

extracted from a ''Report of Geological Excursions in Toronto District, 1931" by W.S. Savage, 
a student report for a geology degree course, W.S. Savage continued his studies to get a 
Ph.D. in geology and worked for the Ontario Department of Mines as Resident Geologist in 
Kirkland Lake. 

WINTER SURPRISE 

For our first walk 
I wanted to show 
you the riverside in the spring, 
that first rush 
of mad, mad green. 
Not this boring 
white on white on white stuff, 
uniformity gone wild; 
where has the sky gone? 

Then, to the left, 
where the horizon used to be 
I saw a hint of grey so pale 
was it really there? 
And next to it a patch 
of darker grey, 
as though a pair of doves 
joined wings,' 
then came a touch of blue, 
so delicate surely it was 
the first blue of Genesis. 

Three skies for the price of one. 

For our first walk 
I wanted it to be spring, 
but this winter has some 
surprises of its own. 

P. E. Hill 

D 
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IN THE NEWS 
FIGHT NOT OVER, DUMP OPPONENTS SAY 

Each of the three regional municipalities surrounding Metropolitan Toronto 
is to get a landfill for its own garbage; York Region's will also handle 
garbage from Metro Toronto. While the announcement ended a 2~ year search 
that began with the creation of the provincial government's Interim Waste 
Authority in the spring of 1991, political fighting over dumps appears to 
be moving into an even more bitter phase. The chairman of the Interim 

-Waste Authority, Walter Pitman,said: "We all have a very benign attitude 
towards the garbage when we create it, when we ppt ·it out in the street. But 
it has to be put somewhere." He argued that for the public, the problem 
with the Interim Waste Authority was not really the process by which it 
selected the site. 'The problem is the outcome , The outcome is that 
someone has to accept a landfill." Criticisms were directed at the 
legislation creating the waste authority, which ordered the agency to find 
dump sites in each of the three regional municipalities adjoining Metro 
Toronto . Only one area was to be selected in each region, and the sites 
were to be large enough to hold a 20-year supply of garbage, with all of 
the garbage produced by Metro Toronto assigned to the York Region dump . 
The legislation ruled out incinerators and prohibited the shipment of 
garbage out of the regions. Although the legislation ordered municipalities 
to reduce their flow of garbage to landfills by 50 per cent per capita by 
the end of the decade, the dumps needed in the Toronto area are large . 
The minimum size in Peel is 122 hectares, in Durham 90 hectares and in 
York 230 hectares. 

Peel Region site J I ••••••••J ~ Durham Region site 
• Whrt"va!e Rd. 

Whitevale 

extracted from an article by Jamas Rusk in the GWBE AND MAIL, Nov. 13, 1993 

Frozen little creek 
tiny little fish, •• 
do they hear me? 

[> 

Haiku by Giovanni Malito 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

OAK RIDGES PLAN OUTRAGES RESIDENTS 

Residents reacted angrily when Richmond Hill council adopted a development 
plan expected to quadruple the population of the Lake Wilcox-Oak Ridges 
area in 15 years. The plan,called Official Plan 129,gives the town a 
mandate for new growth and development, as well as a base from which to 
approach the September, 1994, Ontario Municipal Board hearings into the 
scheme. Concerns centred chiefly on the environmental impact new growth 
would have on Lake Wilcox and the Oak Ridges Moraine. These are two 
environmentally sensitive natural areas where lake pollution and the 
depletion of local wildlife populations have been a prime concern to 
residents' groups. The revised official plan will see the 1,100-hectare 
(2,717=acre) area grow in population from 6,600 to about 23,500, with most 
development occurring between 1995 and 2006. Boundaries of the area extend 
from Bathurst St. to Bayview Ave., with Bloomington Rd. to the north and 
Sunset Beach Rd. and just south of King Rd. to the south. Key features 
of the plan include a major push to improve water quality in Lake Wilcox, 
a significant recreation area in York Region, and permitting extensive 
infill housing on undeveloped land and large lots in the community. 
Richmond Hill has been under pressure for development for the past eight 
years . Some landowners have been waiting eight years for permission to 
build on their property. The main concern by developers is that if they 
do not get their approvals, they can't build homes and they'll miss the 
next surge in the home building market. 

extracted from an article by Gord Kolle in the URCNI'O STAR, Nov. 25, 1993 

MORE CALLS, MORE LETTERS ON SAVING WILD THINGS 

Just south of Whitney Public School, the edge of the Old Bridle Path drops 
away in a steep, heavily wooded slope. The bluff is part of a park system 
that connects the Moore Park ravine to the Vale of Avoca. The vacant land 
is said to be the last untouched stretch of the ancient Lake Iroquois 
shoreline and escarpment that divides North Toronto from downtown. At the 
bottom of the slope are the CPR tracks that also run from east to west 
across the city. Ontario Hydro owns about 350 metres of the slope directly 
to the east of MacLennan Ave. The utility would like to subdivide and 
construct 14 upscale town houses. Way back, the land was zoned for 
residential use. In the 1950s the site was picked up by Ontario Hydro 
for a reported $8,000. In 1971 the City of Toronto designated the slope 
as park land. Ontario Hydro declared the land surplus in 1986 and offered 
to sell the parcel to the city. Negotiations went awry. Hydro has drawn 
up detailed plans for the townhouse development. In a 1991 ruling, the 
0MB saw Hydro's move as not much more than a ploy to jack up the price of 
the land. The city i~ prepared either to arrange a land swap or to pay 
a reasonably inflated price, based on the original cost of the land rather 
than the $4-million Hydro is said to be asking. Ontario Hydro chairman, 
Maurice Strong, often described in the media as "one of the world's best
known environmentalists" will hopefully check out this situation. 

eictracted and adapted from an article by Colin Vaughan in the GLOBE AND MAIL, Nov. 22, 1993 

C> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

CANADA-GOOSE POPULATION STUDIED 

Natives and biologists have begun a three-year study to find out why the 
number of Canada geese along the James Bay coast is declining. It could 
be a combination of several factors like lack of certain plant vegetation 
that they feed on, perhaps an amount of overhunting. It's also possible 
the birds have changed their migration patterns and are moving to nesting 
grounds further inland. The number of breeding pairs of Canada geese on 
Akimiski Island near Moosonee -- about 400 kilometres north of Timmins 
-- has declined by nearly 60 per cent. There were 16,360 pairs of the 
birds in 1990. Last year that number plummeted to 7,050. Last year the 
Ministry of Natural Resources reduced the number of birds that hunters 
could take from five to two. The limits do not affect aboriginal hunters 
along the coast. 

eictracted fran an article in the LONOON rnEE PRESS, Sept. 25, 1993 

AVIAN ESCORT 

A flock of native Canada geese left a captive breeding site in southern 
Ontario with an airborne human guide to help them learn how to get to 
winter nesting [sic] grounds in Virginia, The pilot hand-raised the 
geese for this flight, exposing them regularly to his ultralight aircraft . 
The "imprinting" process made the geese believe he and the plane were their 
parents. If the experimental flight works with the plentiful geese , the 
pilot hopes it can be used to save endangered species such as whooping 
cranes. There are so few cranes left that they are hatched in captivity 
and do not learn from their parents where to fly. 

eictracted fran ''Earthweek: Diary of the planet" by Steve Ne.mm in the 'IIBOOI'O STAR, Oct. 23, 1993 

WANTED: HOMES FOR TRUMPETER SWANS 

Harry Lumsden, the man who reestablished the Canada goose in the Toronto 
region is now trying to introduce trumpeter swans as breeding birds in 
Ontario. Female trumpeters can weigh about 10 kilograms (22 pounds). 
The males can grow up to weigh 17 kilograms (37 pounds) and have a three
metre (10- foot) wing-span. Harry is looking for co-operators. Each pair 
of breeding swans needs humans who understand animals and will take the 
project seriously, live on a property that has a pond area that could be 
fenced, and live preferably within a one-hour drive of Aurora. Interested 
people are asked to write to Harry G. Lumsden, 144 Hillview Rd., Aurora, 
Ont. L4G 2M5. 

eictracted fran an article by Margot Griffin in the 1mOOl'O STAR, Oct. 10, 1993 

Days lengthen slowly. 
Promise qf the coming spring 
soothes frost-bitten noses. 

haiku by 
J. Kenneth Cook 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

LADYBUGS UNLEASHED TO DESTROY GARDEN PESTS 

Ladybugs have been released by the thousands to act as an. environment
friendly alternative to chemical pesticides in gardens around Kitchener. 
Ladybugs will eat more than 5,000 aphids in one lifetime, and supermarkets 
have been quick to market their appetite. Since a Toronto cemetery 
brought in 35,000 ladybugs to get rid of an aphid problem, Loblaw Companies 
Ltd. has been importing them from California and selling them for $5.99 
per thousand. 

extracted from an article in the LOOOON FREE mrsss, July 20, 1993 

EARWIGS OFTEN TAKE A BUM RAP FOR LESS-UGLY PESTS 

Earwigs are now known to be largely beneficial. They eat the eggs and 
young of small organisms such as insects, mites and nematodes, as well as 
algae, fungi, tender plant tips and decaying material. It seems they will 
do a fair job of cleaning up aphids in apple trees. Given a diverse soil 
surface of compost mulch on which to hunt, earwigs can be present in the 
vegetable garden in enormous numbers and cause negligible damage to plants. 
Earwigs are often blamed for damage caused by snails, slugs, cutworms and 
other garden pests. 

extracted from an article by Brenda C:Ole in the LOOOON FREE PRESS, Sept. 18, 1993 

from the portfolio 

FLOWERS OF LONGFORD 

by Mary Anne Miller 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

BRUCE UNDERWATER 'FOREST' FOUND 

Doug Larson has found his lost Bruce Peninsula forest . Thanks to some 
local divers who read about his story last winter, the Guelph professor 
of ecology now is in possession of white cedar wood samples from a 
submarine forest just offshore fran the peninsula. Carbon dating shows 
the wood to be 7,660 years old and sampling shows it to be of the same 
family of slow-growing cliffside cedars along the Niagara Escarpment 
bluffs above Georgian Bay and Lake Huron. The significance is that this 
underwater forest is a continual forest of the present one above water 
but that some 7,000 years ago, there was a sudden and dramatic rise in 
Great Lakes water levels. Radio carbon data showed this thing started 
growing 7,660 years ago and it died during a rapid fill of the Great Lakes 
100 years later. 

ertracted from an article in the IDIDJN FREE ffiESS, Sept. 18, 1993 

ELMS SURVIVED DEVASTATION 

While forests of American (or white) elms were devastated in the 1950s 
and 1960s by Dutch elm disease, a fungus spread by the elm bark beetle, 
many pockets of older trees are found throughout Ontario along with young 
trees planted since the infestation. The umbrella-shaped elms are 
found along the Don Valley and across Metro in ravines, cemeteries and on 
private property. In the Don Valley, near Bayview Ave. and the old brick 
factory, there are signs that Dutch elm disease flared up over the past 
two years and plant pathologist Martin Hubbes of the University of Toronto's 
forestry faculty is concerned that probably next year we will see even 
more elms dying, young elms. The disease, which clogs the elm's water
conducting mechanisms, first appeared in the U.S. in the 1930s and was 
spotted in Sorel, Quebec, a decade later. But Dutch elm disease spread 
into Ontario through New York state and the Detroit area. It almost 
wiped out elms in Windsor and ravaged stands everywhere. 

extracted from an answer in ''You Asked Us" in the 'ICRCNID STAR, Oct. 21, 1993 

THE COLOUR PURPLE 

Purple loosestrife is believed to have escaped originally from European 
gardens where it was kept in check by loosestrife-loving bugs. It 
arrived in North America in about 1800 as seeds in the ballast of passenger 
ships. By the 1930s it was reported to be growing along the shoreline 
areas of the St. Lawrence River. It is now found in all 10 Canadian 
provinces. York University biology professor Joel Shore suggests that 
part of loosestrife's success may be that it has three sexes and this 
breeding system enforces outcrossing {preventing "incest"). It also has 
four pairs of chromosomes instead of two (as humans do) which could 
account for hardiness. Shore says scientists are interested in loosestrife 
because they would like to try and answer questions such as why it has 
three sexes, and what were the evolutionary forces that caused it to 
adopt this method of breeding? 

eictracted from an article by Michael Todd in YCRK UNIVERSITY' PROFILES, Vol. 4, Iss. 1, 
Sept. 1993 i::-,. 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

BIG TREES WATER THEIR LITTLE FRIENDS 

Tracking the global cycling of water from sky to earth and back again, 
scientists had thought they could count on at least one thing. The 
movement of water through plants was simple: up the roots and out through 
the leaves as vapour. Now they are finding plants are not passive water 
vaporizers. Instead, an unsuspected detour in the routing of water has 
been found. It's a discovery that may enhance the understanding not only 
of how plants interact with one another but how ecosystems function and 
even how climate can change. It turns out that in the darkness of night, 
many plants pull up water from deep in the earth; rather than holding it 
overnight and passing it next day through their leaves, they flush it into 
the ground throtgh their shallow roots. Biologists say many plants such as 
sugar maples in the rainy forests of Ontario and Quebec appear to be acting 
as subterranean watering systems, drenching the soil and supplying their 
thirsty neighbours. While transporting water out through a root system 
might not seem a particularly shocking thing, the phenomenon -- called 
hydraulic lift -- was at first hard for biologists to believe, although 
researchers studying the movement of water through plants using theoretical 
models had predicted hydraulic lift before it was observed. Water always 
flows from wet to dry areas, and they had reasoned that at night, when 
water doesn't evaporate from leaves, any water that deep roots pull from 
underground should flow into shallower roots and from there into dry soil 
near the surface. By all indications, native hydraulic lifters are likely 
to be common in the wilds, and researchers hoping to manage to restore 
ecosystems say they will need to understand just what role these water 
movers play. 

extracted from an article by Carol Kaesuk Yoon in the GLOBE AND MAIL, Oct. 30, 1993 

A QUICK FIX FOR TREES 

Knowing the important role that root fungi plays in maintaining the health 
of trees not only increases our appreciation of the many delicate balances 
that keep our world functioning, such knowledge has its practical use as 
well. Have an ailing tree? Perhaps the fungus that supports its roots 
needs a boost. Mycologists explain that sometimes all that is required to 
restore a tree to good health is a pail or two of earth, worked in over its 
roots ••• as long as the earth was obtained from around the roots of 
healthy trees of the same species. The object, of course, is to "give it 
a sho~' of the healthy fungi it lacks. A story is told of a large 
plantation that was saved by a handful of such earth tossed at the roots 
of each tree. Transplanted trees or shrubs may often suffer from lack of 
the proper mycorrhizal mushrooms. 

eictracted from ''Manitoulin ••• 'Naturally Speaking'" by Doreen Bailey in the MANI'IUJLIN REXDIDER, 
Oct. 20, 1993 

Late winter morning. 
A single diamond of light 
is on my ceilinq. 

t> 

haiku by Diana Banville 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

COUNCIL URGES STATE OF EMERGENCY FOR LAKE ERIE 

In a report to the International Joint Commission, the Council of Great 
Lakes Research Managers is pushing the panic button, but not without 
justification. It notes that an estimated 130 non-indigenous species 
have been introduced to the Great Lakes, most since the St. Lawrence 
Seaway opened. Sea lamprey, alewife, smelt, carp, zebra mussels, milfoil 
and ruffe are cited as ''contributing to massive changes in the Great Lakes 
fish and plant communities". The ruffe is a highly aggressive perch-like 
species which arrived from Europe in a freighter's ballast water. First 
observed at Duluth in 1986, the population increased from 100,000 to more 
than 2 million from 1988 to 1991, At the same time, the forage fish 
population nosedived and yellow perch and walleye hit the skids. The zebra 
mussel invasion has given the council great cause for concern. Besides 
their impact on Lake Erie, the mussels are spreading throughout this province 
and at least a dozen states. Last year, densities of over 700,000 per square 
metre were measured at water intakes in Erie's shallow western basin. The 
report points out the molluscs filter a volume of water 26 times as large 
as that in the basin, each day. Clarity has increased by up to 600 per 
cent, which is bad news because it means plankton is disappearing. The 
council is urging the International Joint Commission to treat the situation 
as an emergency. It states: "Lake Erie is the largest freshwater fishery 
in the world and this unique and valuable resource is presently in jeopardy 
due to changes in the .ecosystem caused by zebra mussels". Underscoring the 
seriousness of potential consequences, the council states: "Lake Erie's 
commercial fishery is valued at $90 million per year and in Ohio waters 
alone, walleye sportfishing has an annual economic impact of $500 million, 
as well as supporting a marina industry with yearly gross receipts in 
excess of $500 million". 

eictracted frcm "outdoors" by Jotm Power in the TCRONIO STAR, Dec. 4, 1993 

GLIMPSE OF NATURE MAY WORK WONDERS 

A study on office conditions has corroborated what any working stiff could 
tell you in a nanosecond. The ultimate employment perk is a window with a 
view. But a view of buildings and a parking lot won't do the trick. It's 
nature that makes the difference. All it takes is a few signs of vegetation 
-- a couple of trees or bushes -- according to a study funded in part by 
the U.S. Forest Service. A view of the great outdoors makes employees 
more productive. Workers with windows that look out on nature had more 
enthusiasm for their jobs, greater powers of concentration and fewer 
physical ailments than their windowless counterparts. 

eictracted from an article in the 'lmOOro STAR, Dec. 13, 1993 

In January, 
like vultures they follow us, 
crows getting bolder. 

haiku by Helen Juhola 

□ 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
February 1993, Toronto 

This was the coldest February since 1979 with mean temperatures about 
2.5°C below normal. It was also thesurmiest since 1987 and the snowiest 
since 1988. Rainfall, however, was only a trace; the winter month with
out measurable rainfall was January, 1981. (February 1978 did not even 
have a trace of rain). Total precipitation was therefore somewhat light. 
Winds blew near or slightly below average speeds. 

Although the whole month was cold on the average, early February had 
wild temperature swings. Dry conditions prevailed with a ridge over 
western North America and a trough over the east. A substantial snowfall 
came on Feb. 16th, followed by persistent cold. On Feb. 21st - 22nd, 
there was a snow storm that was in the 25-30 cm range downtown; but less 
than 20 cm fell at Pearson Airport. Cold, dry, sunny weather with Arctic 
high pressure prevailed from then to the end of the month. 

Snow cover was persistent most of February, although it was reduced to 
patchy cover Feb. 9th - 11th. The winter of 1992-93 was quite snowy 
in comparison to recent years, but not actually exceptional, and December 
and January were mild. But this was not apparent to those who shovelled 
and ploughed the snow. 

ARAe1s GLAeiR.A 

Tower rnv:il-o.rd 
C~uc1i:'ERAE 

'.I 

Fl. c.rea.m, ~ peJ., ti O'I 
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Gavin Miller 

TOWER MUSTARD is native 
to Metro, though it is 
rare here, reported only 
from the Rouge Valley. 

It is also native to 
the Old World. 

(Drawing is from 
FLOWERS OF LONGFORD 
by Mary Anne Miller.) 
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COMING EVENTS 
Toronto Ornithological Club - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks - aimed at 

the intermediate birder, but beginners are also welcome. 
• Gulls and Waterfowl - Sat. Jan. 29 at 2 pm to dusk. Meet at thesouth 

west corner of Grenadier Pond (Ellis Ave. and The Queensway to walk 
to Sunnyside). Free to the public. [See also, page 29.] 

Toronto Entomologists' Association (insects) - monthly meeting - Sat. 
Feb. 26th at 1 pm to 4 pm in the lecture room of the McLaughlin 
Planetarium. Free, but membership encouraged. 

Mycological Society of Toronto (mushrooms) - monthly meeting - Monday, 
Feb . 21 at 8 pm at the Civic Garden Centre. For more information call 
444-9053. 

Save the Rouge Valley System - monthly free walk - call 287-1776 for more 
information. 

Black Creek Project - monthly meeting - Wed. Feb. 2 at 6:30 pm in the 
Haultain Bldg. on College St. opposite Mccaul St. Call 661-6600, 
extension 345 for more information. 

Don Watershed Task Force - regular monthly meeting - Thurs. Feb. 24 at 
6:30 pm at the City of North York Civic Centre, 5100 Yonge St. For 
more information call 661-6600, extension 325. 

Task Force to Bring Back the Don - call 392-0068 for details on regular 
monthly meetings- which are free and open to the public. 

Royal Canadian Institute - Sunday afternoon lectures on science at the 
JJR Macleod Auditorium, Medical Sciences Bldg., 1 King's College Circl~, 
University of Toronto at 3 pm. For information call 928-2096. Free. 
• Jan. 30 - Addiction and pleasure centres of the brain - F.J. Vaccarino 
• Feb. 6 - Chaos and the origin of comets - M.J. Duncan 
• Feb. 13 - Calculus revolution: right_ revolution - wrong subject - P.D. Taylor 
• Feb. 20 - City making: the emergence of urban design as a discipline 

- G.Baird 
• Feb. 27 - Chaos and sudden cardiac death - L. Glass 

Friends of the Don East York - monthly meeting - Tues. Feb. 22 at 7 pm 
in the East York Civic Centre, 850 Coxwell Ave. Call 467-7305 for 
more information. 

4th International Zebra Mussel Conference 1 94 - March 7-10 in Madison, 
Wisconsin. For details, write to Conference Services, Wisconsin Union, 
800 Langdon St., Madison, Wi. 53706-1495, U.S.A. or Tel 608-262-2755 
or FAX 608-262-5487. 

East York Parenting Fair 
Institute, 650 Cosburn 
needed to be present. 

- Sunday, Feb. 27 at East York Collegiate 
Ave. TFN will have a display. Volunteers 
Call Sandy at 663-7738 or 968-6255. 

l>-
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

DON VALLEY REGENERATION WORKSHOPS - 7 pm to 9:30 pm 
• Lower East Don - Monday, January 17 at North York Civic Centre, 

5100 Yonge St., North York 

• Lower West Don - Wednesday, January 19 at Ontario Science Centre, 
770 Don Mills Rd., Don Mills 

• Taylor/Massey Creek - Thursday, January 20 at Victoria Park Public 
School, 145 Tiago Ave., Toronto 

• Upper West Don - Monday, January 24 at Dufferin/Clark Community Centre, 
1441 Clark Ave., Vaughan 

• Upper East Don - Tuesday, January 25 at City of Vaughan Municipal Office, 
2141 Major Mackenzie Dr., Maple 

• German Mills Creek - Wednesday, January 26 at Richmond Hill Municipal 
Building,Council Chambers, 225 East Beaver Creek Rd., Richmond Hill 

• Lower Don River - Thursday, January 27 at Withrow Public School, 
25 Bain Ave., Toronto 

Everyone welcome. Free, Corne and learn how you can help the Don! 

Heritage Week Celebrations - Heritage Showcase displays in the Sherway 
Mall - Feb. 24, 25, 26. TFN will have a display. Volunteers needed 
to be present at our display. Call Sandy at 663- 7738 or 968-6255. 

TFN display - 200 years of Toronto's natural history - photos and art 
- in the Rotunda at Toronto's City Hall from Monday, January 24 to 
Friday, January 28. 

Toronto Ornithological Club - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks - aimed at 
the intermediate birder, but beginners are also welcome. 
• Winter Birds - Durham Region - Sat. Feb, 19 from 8 am (all day) 

with Phil Holder. Meet at the Pickering GO station to form a car 
pool if necessary . Bring a lunch and dress warmly. Free. 

s 

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETTER! 

Requested : essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 
300 words), poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings. 

Subjects : plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, 
especially reports of personal experiences with wildlife. 

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions 
can be acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and date 
of each clipping. 

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at 
least six weeks before the month in which the event is to take place . 

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists 
20 College St., Unit 11 
Toronto, Ont. MSG 1K2 
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 

20 College St., Suite 11 
Toronto, Ontario M5G 1K2 

(416) 968-6255

( 4 :c: 

I.. 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST 

Publications Mail 
Registration No. 
6669 

Published eight times a year by the Toronto Field Naturalists, a charitable, non-profit organization, the aims of which are 
to stimulate public interest in natural history and to encourage the preservation of our natural heritage. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB: INDEX OF TFN NEWSLETTERS (1938 to present) ............. $ 10.00 
ITS HISTORY AND CONSTITUTION, 1965 .................... $ 2.00 

TORONTO REGION BIRD CHART , 19 83 ...................... $ 4.00 
CHECKLI ST OF PLANTS IN FOUR TORONTO PARKS: 

WILKET CREEK, HIGH PARK, HUMBER VALLEY, A GRAPHIC GUIDE TO ONTARIO MOSSES, 1985 .............. $ 4.00 
LAMBTON WOODS, 1972 ................................. $ 2.00 

GUIDE TO THE TOHONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' 
TORONTO THE GREEN, 1976 NATURE RESERVE, LEASKDALE , ONT., 1986 ............... $ 4.00 

Metropolttan Toronto's important natural areas 
are described and recommendations given for TORONTO ISLANDS: PLANT COMMUNITIES ANO 
their conservation and management; NOTEWORTHY SPECIES, 1987 ........................... $ 4.00 
includes maps, bibliography and index ........................ $ 8.00 

TODMORDEN MILLS , 1987 ................................ $ 4.00 
TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' RAVINE SURVEYS .......... ea$ 4.00 

Survey #1 • Chatsworth Ravine, 197 3 VASCULAR PLANTS OF METROPOLITAN TORONTO, 1990 ..... $ 8.00 
Survey #2 - Brookbanks Ravine, 1974 
Survey #3 • Chapman Valley Ravine, 1975 NO G.S.T. 
Survey #4 -Wigmore Ravine , 1975 
Survey 15 -Park Drive Ravine , 197 6 
Survey #6 - Burke Ravine, 1976 
Survey 17 -Taylor Creek-Woodbine Bridge 

Ravines, 1977 

Al publications are available at the monthly general meetings or may be 
ordered from Toronto Field Naturalists, 20 Colege St., Sutte 11, Toronto, 
Ontario , MSG 1K2. (Add $2.00 per ttem for postage and handling). 

Survey #8 -West Don Valley, 1978 

ISSN 0820-636X 

MEMBERSHIP FEES (No G.S.T.) 

$30 FAMILY (2 adults - same address, children included) 
$25 SINGLE, SENIOR FAMILY 
$20 STUDENT, SENIOR SINGLE 
Tax receipts issued for donations 

Membership fees and address changes should be sent to: 
20 College St., Suite 11, Toronto, Ontario M5G lK.2 
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