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TFN MEETINGS 
Monday, October 3, 1994 - BRING BACK THE BIRDS 

at 8 pm 

in the Northrop Frye Hall 
Victoria University 

73 Queen's Parle Cres. Fast 

an illustrated lecture by Ken Towle, Project 
Coodinator of the Bring Back the Birds Program 
of Conservation International. 

- Learn about the education program and the projects 
involved in trying to arrest the decline in the 
population of migrating songbirds. 

+ 11social hour'' beginning at 7 pm with coffee and 
juice available outside the lecture hall 

+ TFN memberships and publications for sale from 
7 pm outside the lecture room 

+ "Always Alice Cards" for sale. To order custom 
cards call TFN member Alice Mandryk at 767-6149. 

NEXT MEETING: Monday, November 7, 1994 

ATTENTION ALL TFN MEMBERS: 
The October and November meetings will take place on the first 
Monday evening of the month, instead of the usual first Sunday 
afternoon. 

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETTER! 

Requested: essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 
300 words), poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings. 

Subjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, 
especially reports of personal experiences with wildlife. 

Please inciude your name, address and telephone number so submissions 
can be acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and date 
of each clipping. 

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at 
least six weeks before the month in which the event is to take place. 

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists 
20 College St., Unit 11 
Toronto, Ont. MSG 1K2 



Saturday 
October l 
10: 30 am 
$ entrance 

fee 
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TFNOUTINGS 
METRO ZOO - nature arts Rouge, Scarborough 
Leader: Regina Posluns 
Meet at the zoo entrance on the west side of Meadowvale Rd. 
north of Sheppard Ave. East. Lunch optional, 
Bring camera, sketching material arxl stool or just come and enjoy. Many 
native and non native plants and animals to enjoy and interpret. 

Oct , 2 - Simcoe's Don walk (see page 27) 

Oct. 3 - TFN meeting (see page 2.) 

Thursday 
Oct. 6 
10: 30 am 

Saturday 
Oct. 8 
1 pm 
- 4 pm 

Wednesday 
Oct. 12 
11 am 

Saturday 
Oct . 15 
1 pm 

Sunday 
Oct. 16 
1:30 pm 

HUMBER VALLEY - nature walk Humber, Etobicoke 
Leader:Elly Elder 
Meet at the corner of Scarlett Rd. and Chapman Rd . Bring lunch. 
We will be following the Humber River north. Fall colours should be at their 
best. Many interesting plants and animals to identify, 

HIGH PARK - nature walk Toronto 
Leader: Joanne Doucette 
Meet at the park entrance on Bloor St. West opposite High Park 
Ave. 
Fall colours should be good in the park this weekend. We have been visiting 
this park each season. Come and see the changes .once again, 

GATES GULLEY - nature walk lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Karin Fawthrop 
Meet on the south side of Kingston Rd. opposite Bellamy Rd . S. 
Bring lunch. 
This is an excellent opportunity to see the Scarborough Bluffs and enjoy the 
fall colours along the lakeshore, A good place to see migrating hawks if the 
weather is suitable. May be some climbing. Could be strenuous, so come 
with appropriate clothing and footwear. 

HUMBER VALLEY - history & nature Humber, York 
Leaders: Mary Lou Ashbourne & Marj Mossman 
Meet at the northwest corner of Eglinton West and Emmett Ave, 
This walk will take us past the location of the severest floocling of 
Hurricane Hazel (40 years ago). Come and see the changes and learn about 
what happened in this lovely part of the Humber Valley. 

WEST DON - nature & issues 
Leader:Elise Willison 

West Don, East Yot'k 

Meet on the south side of Eglinton Ave. East at Leslie St. 
This is a joint outing with the Friends of the Don East York. We will be 
walking south. An opportunity to enjoy the fall colours and learn about 
some of the issues surrounding the preservation of our valleys. I> 

RlliEMBER: children and visitors are welcome on all outings but, please, NO PETS! 

To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules by calling 393-4636 . 

Check the weather by calling 661-0123 so you'll know what to wear on outings 
which go rain or shine. 
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Wednesday 
Oct. 19 
9:45 am 

Saturday 
Oct. 22 
10 am 

Stmday 
Oct. 23 
11 am 

Wednesday 
Oct. 26 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
Oct. 2 9 
1:30 pm 

Sunday 
Oct. 30 
2 pm 

DON VALLEY - biorernedia tion tour [ see page 9 , ] 
Leader: Jean Macdonald and staff of N,E, 

Don, East York 

Meet at the corner of Broadview Ave. and O'Connor Dr. 
We will be visiting the site of the fonner Domtar Plant, the last industry 
to leave the Don Valley. Efforts are being made to clean up the site so we 
will have a tour. Good walking frcxn this site after the tour if the weather 
is suitable, Sturdy footwear a neeessity for visiting this site, 

ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk 
Leader: Robert Marshall 

Rouge, Scarborough 

Meet at the Zoo entrance on the west side of Meadowvale Rd. 
north of Sheppard Ave. East. Bring lunch. 
Good footwear is needed for this walk as there will be lots of climbing 
as we explore the best hardwood forest in Metro and enjoy the fall colours. 

CHERRY BEACH - nature walk 
Leader: Ken Cook 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the corner of Queen St. East and Sumach St. Bring lunch, 
A chance to see the rrouth of the Don River and historic Cherry Beach, This 
area has a long history of use and abuse, but nature still dominates the 
scene. Many interesting species of plants and animals to observe. 

HIGH PARK - birds 
Leader: Helen Smith 

Toronto 

Meet at the park entrance on Bloor St. West opposite High Park 
Ave. Bring lunch, 
We hope to see migrating bluebirds on this walk through the park. Even if 
we don't find them, there's always lots to see in this lovely area with its 
diversity of habitats including Toronto's largest pond, 

NORTH YORK SOlRCES OF THE DON - nature & history 
Leader: Diana Park 

Don, North York 

Meet at the northeast corner of Lawrence Ave. West and Dufferin 
st. 
Rennants of tributaries of the Don River still remain across the city. We 
will be examining sane of them and trying to understand the topography of the 
city better. 

DOWNTOWN - urban geology 
Leader: Kathleen Kemp 

Toronto 

Meet in front of the Royal Ontario Museum (on the west side of 
Queen's Park just south of Bloor St. West). 
We wi 11 be walking south to College St. and examining the buildings and 
learning about where the materials used to build the city came frcxn and what 
their stories are. 

Late autumn breeze 
stir of air ••• 
the last leaves touch ground. 

D 

Haiku by Giovanni Mali t o 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Helen Juhola and I have been representing the TFN on the Humber Heritage 
Committee. The goal of the committee is to have the Humber designated as 
a Heritage River. Then funding will be available to study, preserve, and 
restore habitats for plants and animals, and to improve water quality . Of 
the major watersheds in this area, the Humber is the largest, most varied, 
and the least studied; so the work involved is monumental. 

The Committee is concerned about the cultural, as well as the natural 
heritage of the watershed. In the past the Humber Valley has been the 
most important transportation route through this area for the native people. 
Hence there are many important archeological sites of native villages 
adjacent to the valley. More recently, in the nineteenth centur)S, many 
water-driven mills were built along the river's banks because of the steep 
vertical drop along the course of the main branch. Because of the fast 
moving water the river was designated as a "Millstream". Sawmills provided 
lumber for building construction and various tradesmen formed settlements 
nearby. Soon grist mills were needed to attract farmers. The growth of 
Toronto was a consequence of these industries along the Humber River. 

Our group has been encouraged in its endeavours by the designation of the 
Grand River, which is Canada's first Heritage River in a settled area. 
Lately the Metro Toronto and Region Conservation Authority has received 
Master Plan funding to concentrate on the Humber River. A committee is 
being formed similar to the Task Force on the Don. We will attempt to 
identify the positive aspects of the river as well as the areas of concern 
that need remediation. This is a giant step forward in our attempts to 
help the Humber. 

Humber Heritage is pursuing several initiatives to build grassroots support 
which will induce politicians to act. We are preparing an illustrated 
brochure about the river, emphasizing the archeological and more recent 
history) as well as its flora and fauna and topographical features. As a 
resulS students and the general public will be educated about its rich 
legacy. 

Since the forests were cleared, there have been several disastrous floods 
with loss of life and extensive property damage. October 15th will be the 
fortieth anniversary of Hurricane Hazel. The Committee plans to have the 
high water level of the river during the flood marked on various bridges 
along the watershed. By doing so,we will emphasize the destruction that 
occurred and impress upon us that serious flooding will happen again. We 
ignore this at our peril. "Man is just a spit in the wind compared to the 
forces of nature". 

The TFN engages in ongoing opposition to development in the river valleys. 
The Humber can be a beautiful setting for recreation or relaxation in a 
fast- paced society, but it also deserves our respect. 

Joan O' Donnell 

C> See page 3 for an outing to commemorate Huricane Hazel; page 8 for 
an opportunity to get involved with the Humber Watershed Task Force; 
and page 28 for a special event at Kortright (on the Humber). 

0 
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FOR READING 
ATLAS OF THE MAMMALS OF ONTARIO by Jon (Sandy) Dobbyn, published by 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 355 Lesmill Road, Don Mills, ON 
M3B 2W8. 118 pages, including references and index, available from 
the publisher at $10.00 plus $3.50 for postage and handling . 

There is a blocked-out range map for each of the 88 mammals included in 
this atlas, with symbols indicating the status of the species in a given 
area in Ontario, as well as a brief species report. There are 14 illus
trations. Each group of species accounts is preceded by a drawing in 
black-and-white of one of the represen~atives of the order. This atlas 
is, of course, not intended to take the place of a field guide. Six 
general maps and eight capsule descriptions of the physiographical and 
forest regions bring the overall Ontario fauna! picture into perspective. 

Originally, the atlas was to be largely volunteer-based, and although 
a considerable list of volunteers is included whose work was much 
appreciated, "low volunteer interest" was given as one reason for 
abandoning the notion of a five-year survey. Mammals do not enjoy the 
same popularity as birds among amateur naturalists. However, there 
certainly were some whose initial inquiries concerning the atlas were not 
heeded. Much of the information for the work came from the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources, the Royal Ontario Museum, the Canadian 
Museum of Nature and the universities. Toronto field naturalists might 
be surprised at the pre-1970 status of half a dozen species for which 
we have received reports in the 1980 1 s and 1990's. Particularly the 
short-tailed shrew. Perhaps we should make an effort to deliver to the 
Royal Ontario Museum some of the casualties we find on TFN outings. We 
usually are not prepared to handle these eventualities in the field. 

On the 1993 TFN vertebrate list, we should change "Keen's Bat" to 
"Northern Long-eared Bat", the eastern form according to recent studies. 
"&>real Red-bocked Vole" changes its English n1JT1e to "Southern Red-backed Vole." 
We presume this is to agree with authorities who style it this way, 
who also call the "Arctic Red-backed Vole" the "Northern Red-backed 
Vole". We need to add the 11Eastern Red Bat" and the "Silver-haired 
Bat", on which we have had reports in connection with recent tower
casualty rescue projects. On the whole,our checklist for Toronto 
Region agrees with the information in the atlas. To quote C. G. van 
Zyll de Jong, it is indeed "a welcome and useful reference for those 
interested in Ontario mammals ••• a basis for further work on their 
distribution. " 

Hazy golden moon 
shrouded by an autumn mist, 
warm, then chilly breeze. 

DB 

haiku by 
J. Kenneth Cook 

□ 
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PROJECTS 

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE DON VALLEY BRICK WORKS? 

The Todmorden Mills Museum and the Metropolitan Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority are researching the history of the Don Valley Brick 
Works site located on Bayview Avenue, south of Pottery Road. On March 28, 
1994, the Province of Ontario, the Municipality of Metro Toronto and the 
conservation authority announced plans to allocate $5,000,000 for the 
regeneration of the site, recognizing the important geological, environmental 
and cultural resources that exist. 

In order to interpret the wealth of history associated with the site, the 
Todmorden Mills Museum and MTRCA want to 
• find photographs, catalogues, site plans, paintings, drawings, and other 

print material which relate to the site's development through the past 
100 years, 

• interview former employees of the brickworks and individuals who may 
have knowledge of the site, 

• locate and photograph brickmaking equipment including such artifacts as 
brick moulds, brick samples, carts and other tools used at the site over 
its extensive brickmaking history. 

The company was founded about 1890 by the Taylor brothers who already had 
several successful paper mills along the Don River. By 1906 the Don Valley 
Pressed Brick Works was considered to be one of the best brick plants 
in Canada. The company produced a vast assortment of plain, moulded and 
ornamental bricks in a range of colours, enamelled brick, terracotta, 
roofing tiles and sewer pipes. The plant was unusual for the variety of 
products it was able to manufacture and, at one time, was the only brick
yard in Ontario which was producing brick using three separate processes: 
soft-mud, stiff-mud and dry-press. Some of the materials produced on the 
site can still be seen in well~known Toronto landmarks such as Massey Hall, 
Casa Loma, Old City Hall, m:>Bt of the Canadian National Exhibition buildings 
and Convocation Hall and Hart House at the University of Toronto. 

The Brickworks site has passed through a number of owners since 1890. By 
1929 the site was acquired by the Toronto Brick Company, and later was 
managed by United Ceramics Limited. In 1984 active brick production 
ceased due to depleted supplies of clay and shale, and the site was purchased 
by Torvalley Development Limited for residential redevelopment. The site 
was subsequently leased on a short-term licence to Brampton Brick. In 1987 
the conservation authority purchased the property. 

If you can provide any information about this important industrial and 
geological site, contact Susan Hughes, Curator/Administrator, Todmorden 
Mills Museum, c/o Borough of East York, 850 Coxwell Ave., East York M4C SRl 
or call (416)425-2250. 

Crimson and gold once more 
reborn in my bonfire's blaze, 
crisp brown autumn leaves. 

Haiku by Arthur Wade 

t> 
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PROJECTS (cont'd) 

ENVELOPE STUFFING FOR THE FON 

Would any members be interested in going to the Federation of Ontario 
Naturalists'{FON) headquarters once a month to stuff envelopes? This 
volunteer work is for mailing renewal and reminder notices. If four or 
five people form a team the work could be done in an atmosphere of friendly 
chat, and would take much less time and be much more pleasant than the 
present one-person isolation. The mailing is the second week of each month 
and a specific day of the week is established. All team members would not 
have to be on hand every month, which would allow some flexibility. The 
FON is easily reached by the Leslie bus. There is parking for people who 
prefer to drive. If this once-a-month volunteer job interests you, please 
call Jean Macdonald at 425-6596 for more information. 

WRITE TO PROTECT OUR WATERSHEDS 

Several organizations are attempting to rehabilitate the Don River. Back 
in the 1960's the valley of the East Don was filled with earth to carry 
Highway 7; the creek was directed into a double concrete box culvert. 
Soon Highway 407 will also cross the river. Consultants advocate replacing 
the culvert with a bridge, as well as bridging the new 407, to re-open the 
valley. The Ministry of Transport, however, favours building 170 more 
metres of box culvert, at half the price of the bridges . The valley still 
contains a variety of ecosystems, and restoration plantings have been made. 
Red-side dace and sculpins still live in the Vaughan section, and brook 
trout could be reintroduced. We are also concerned about 407 crossings of 
the Rouge and Humber rivers, as well as their tributaries and other creeks 
in the region. 

You are urged to write to Transport Minister Gilles Pouliot and Premier 
f"" Bob Rae as soon as possible to convince them to spend the extra millions to V build bridges that will preserve healthy ecosystems and recreation potential. 

HUMBER WATERSHED TASK FORCE 

On Saturday October 15th, Metro Region Conservation will outline plans for 
developing a Humber River Strategy and the process to be followed in forming 
a Humber Watershed Task Force. This will take place at the Kortright Centre. 
The Task Force will have representatives from the 12 local and 3 Regional 
governments, residents, and interest groups that are active in rehabilitation 

and preservation of the river's'te,Sources. For more information on becoming 
a Task Force member please contact Joanne Paterson, Public Relations Officer 
at (416) 661-6600 extension 325. 

Subdued shades of brown, 
burnt orange, amber, yellow, 
deep red; it's autumn. 

Scarlet leaf lands on your sleeve; 
warm wind but a brief reprieve. 

Haikai by J. Kenneth Cook 

□ 



BIOREMEDIATION WHAT IS IT? 

As most of you will know, there are many sites throughout Metro with soil 
contaminated with hydrocarbons in their various fo_rms: oils, gases, 
chemicals, etc. The recent concerns for the environmental impact of these 
contaminants has generated efforts to clean up the areas and make them 
safe to build on, or for recreation. This has previously been accomplished 
by digging up the contaminated soil and hauling it away to be dumped at 
another site. 

A new method of cleanup is called "bioremediation". It has been recognized 
that any area contaminated with organic material will eventually become 
harmless. Microbes living in the soil attack the contamination and break 
it down into non-toxic elements. In bioremediation these microbes are 
isolated, and after their effectiveness is confirmed in laboratory tests, 
are mass produced and reintroduced to the contaminated areas along with 
special nutrients. The cleanup is accomplished in an environmentally 
friendly way and in a much shorter time. 

An interesting sidelight to this was a brief note in the GLOBE & MAIL about 
German scientists who discovered a bacterium in the oil fields below the 
North Sea. They survived temperatures of above 80° (presumably Gelsius) 
and lived off gases and organic acids. 

A firm named Natural Environment Recovery Inc. (NE) is treating the soil 
at the old Polyresins/Domtar site off Beachwood Drive in the Don Valley in 
East York. They have agreed to conduct a tour of the site. (See page 4 .) 

INDIAN PIPE 

is a Toronto Native, though 
categorized as "uncommon" here. 

To quote Steven Varga in "Rare 
Plants of the Rouge River Valley", 
TFN : 332 (May, 1980), "Its leaves 
are reduced to fleshy scales, 
and green chlorophyll is 
completely absent. Instead 
of manufacturing its own food, 
it has adapted to a saprophytic 
existence, obtaining all its 
nutrients from decomposing leaf 
litter. Between June and 
August, it develops a single 
flower which hangs from a 

Jean Macdonald 

-bent stalk; however, as the 
fruiting capsule matures it 
turns upwards." 

.... ..i..r ~-1.c.lc~ -
drawing by Joanne Doucette 

0 
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From the Past 

The Scarborough Panther 

Some time ago you requested me to write an account of the mounted specimen 
of the American Panther (Felis concolor), which I had at one time in my 
possession. 

When I was a boy going to school, about 1830, there was a taxidermist in 
York (Toronto) by the name of Wood, who had a very respectable collection 
of stuffed birds and animals. We boys, whenever we got a dead bird or a 
squirrel, would take it to him, and he rewarded us by showing us his 
museum. This collection was afterwards purchased by Chas. Fothergill, 
at this time Queen's Printer, residing in the town of York (Toronto); 
after his death all of his collection was deposited, for safe keeping in 
a house on York street, near King street. Shortly after, this house and 
its contents were destroyed by fire; the stuffed panther and a few other 
things, which were rescued, were left in my charge, and which I kept in 
my father's brewery, on Bay street, until it was destroyed by fire in 
1847. The panther was a fine large one, and was shot in the Township of 
Scarboro. 

from THE BIOLOGICAL REVIEW OF ONTARIO, 1894, Vol. 1, No. 2 
"The Panther in Canada" by the Rev. John Doel. 
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WHERE ARE WE? 

I'm sure the Australian Aborigines say we have forgotten how to listen to 
the Earth. What other explantion could there be for the stupid, short
sighted way we abuse it? Concern for the future can really begin only 
when we have a fond, familiar feeling for the past. And yet we put so 
much effort into eradicating the reminders ••• We need to use every means 
possible to re-establish our roots, but first we must overthrow the regime 
that seems determined to wipe them out. The fact is, re-establishment of 
roots depends on nostalgia ••• If anything, new "landscaping" is even more 
standardized than new buildings. Exotic evergreen ground-cover shrubs, 
sheets of daffodils and cut grass [are everywhere] ••• Even now, when "native 
species" are all the rage, there is rarely any sense of new trees echoing 
the ground they're planted in. When engineers have ironed out all the 
wrinkles -- draining the wet hollows, enriching the poorer soil, sheltering 
the windswept knoll -- then the knitting-pattern planting schemes are 
overlaid, with five of this and ten of that, and species which are never 
normally found together are forced to share adjacent peat-filled tree pits . 
New planting so often masks the fundamentals of the place, while in nature, 
vegetation exaggerates the subtleties and helps to show us where we are. 

extracted from "Beneath the rye-grass something stirs" by Oi.ris Baines in BBC WII.l)LIFE, 
Vol, 9, No, 6, June 1991 

□ 
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I haven't, in yea rs, taken 
warned friends. Indeea. 
to escape the blackfly! 

HOLIDAY SNAPS 

a holiday in the Near North in June. "Bugs!", 
Up here even the moose come out on the highway 

However, ample compensation was watching the succession of spring wild
flowers: white trillium's rosy "dying fall", the red lasting longer, 
along with violets, Solomon's seals, foamflowers, star flowers, Canada 
mayflower, Clintonia, blue-eyed grass. When I left, summer's blooms were 
burgeoning: the fleabanes, buttercups, ox-eye daisies, goat's beard, 
bird's-foot trefoil, devil's paintbrush. Not surprising -- we have burst 
from a bitter, recalcitrant winter into high summer. Hoar-frost the first 
few mornings, 100°F the last few. From two weeks of glorious countryside 
(snowmobile trails a godsend to the mere plodder), I remember the following. 

Passing a trailer-community, I observed a notice: "Slow Down - Chipmunk 
Crossing". I was confounded when down that "crossing" and along the road bubbled 
not one, but three baby chipmunks, sticking together as though their lives 
depended on it. At what point does a chipmunk take up its solitary 
existence? 

I found a yellow trillium, variety of the red. "Yellow" doesn't accurately 
describe it. It is pallid as though white-wash -- yellow-wash -- had 
been applied, through which the red is struggling to get out. Purple
black stamens (the white trillium's are gold). Only my second in 39 
years. Have others had more luck? 

Lastly, is this an 
extremely prolific 
year for eastern tiger 
swallowtails? Up in 
Katrine, near Burk's Falls, 
they floated endlessly 
like pale yellow leaves 
across one's path, dying 
in numbers along the 
highway. 

Eva Davis 

Seen through trees with yellow l eaves -
water sparkling in the sun. 

E.~~~ -nsi.~ s~~..,.-f"l. 
'1F:a.VM .,,l\~ &\lt:,~ ;!,.Q~ 

!,LI.I.It 5-"T~\f',S ~ 'M"G, io,G,~S. 
~~e,£ ~"t~ 'M ~~ D 

Sr . Margaret Banville 



THE LOOSESTRIFE LOBBY 

The glossy "Purple Loosestrife" folder published by Ducks Unlimited 
presents a biased viewpoint. The survey, for instance, is interested 
in whether or not a stand of this plant has increased, but is not 
interested in whether, in fact, it has decreased or disappeared com
pletely. Yet it has been observed that native plants do compete with 
purple loosestrife (Lythrun salicaria) in some situations. By the way, 
the yellow loosestrifes (Lysimachia) are, of course, not related and not 
involved in the problem in any way. They are in the primrose family . _ 

Many questions are not answered in the brochure, and some statements 
such as "creating a landscape almost totally devoid of wildlife" are 
misleading. Butterflies and bees which frequent the species are 
apparently not considered "wildlife". If any lesson is to be derived 
from the invasion of the purple loosestrife, it should be avoidance of 
introductions of non-native species, yet several beetles are being 
brought in to control the loosestrife! Another article states that the 
insects were screened by Agriculture Canada who have yet to apologize 
adequately for the phenomenal spread of the experimental swallowworts. 
Tests · ... ith the beetles were made on 42 plant species in which they were 
apparently not interested. This is not too reassuring, since there are 
well over a thousand wild plants in Metro alone. 

Anyone wishing to try to control the purple loosestrife would do well 
to study the Ducks Unlimited folder, especially reading very carefully 
the paragraphs on how to treat material that is removed, to prevent 
introduction into further sites. Even disturbance of the soil while 
removing the plants can cause dormant seeds to germinate. 

Diana Banville 

See also TFN 435:22 and 441:24. 

Toronto Native RIVERBANK GRAPE 
in bud 

,,. .'f',.!' 
,. .f£l~Don Valley -

, . 
drawing by 

Shelley Skeet 

June 11, 1994 
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THE MARVELLOUS WORLD OF SLIME MO ULDS 

If you are hesitating between a career devoted to the world of fungi or 
that of slime moulds, consider numbers. There are roughly over several 
hundred thousand species of fungi, but only about 500 species of slime 
moulds and these have universal distribution. Slime moulds have the edge, 
as they say. 

So what are they? George Barron has called them "Protoplasm in Motion" 
and, contrary to their unattractive name, they can be very attractive indeed. 
They are certainly very clever. 

At maturity they travel, mostly at night or early morning: that is, they 
come out of hiding to seek a suitable place to produce their spores, but 
to catch them "rolling along" requires perseverance and is a protracted 
business. 

A slime mould is placed in the Protoctista system. It begins life as a 
one-celled organism and later becomes a mass of moving protoplasm, which 
should make it more or less an animal. At maturity, fruit bodies full of 
spores are produced, which should make it a fungus. A slime mould, however , 
has a cellulose wall, which is a material of plants, not fungi, so it could 
be placed in the vegetable kingdom. 

With as complex a life cycle as that of monarch butterflies or red spotted 
newts, slime moulds begin as air-borne spores. When one of these settles, 
it cracks. Tiny, amoeba-like zoospores emerge to feed and, like ordinary 
amoeba, they move themselves by a contractile vacuole and eat by engulfing 
food particles. The slime mould zoospore even divides like an amoeba, 
until sooner or later this amoeba behaviour ceases and two zoospores fuse. 
From then on, the slime mould grows as before but it no longer divides. 
It simply feeds and expands -- headlines were made by one slime mould which 
became known as the Texas Blob and brought forth the usual conjectures 
about "A Visitor from Outer Space". Eventually this mass of protoplasm 
contains hundreds of thousands of nuclei and spreads over many centimetres. 
All this takes place in the dark, inside rotting wood or under leaf mould, 

When the mass has reached sufficient size, or food runs out, or environmental 
conditions worsen, the slime mould decides to move to ensure its reproductive 
phase and disseminate its spores. These can survive, wherever they land, 
for up to 60 years. 

Driven by pressures, the slime mould then surfaces, searching for greater 
warmth and light. Since its spores are distributed by wind, it climbs 
anything in its path to achieve the advantage of elevation . Once "arrived", 
it transforms itself into sporangia -- spore-containing fruit bodies . 
Mature within hours, these are dispersed within days and remnants swept 
away by the next rainfall. Nothing of this process will be left and no 
harm is done to the hosts on which the slime mould settled. 

The naked eye cannot pick up the sculpturings of the individual fruit 
bodies -- a world of tiny and exquisitely filigreed designs -- but it is 
possible to come across a slime-mould mass. Two common examples of slime 
moulds, one large, one small, and both striking ax-e shown on page 15. 

adapted by Eva Davis from "Protoplasm in Motion" by George Barron in FON's 
SEASONS, Summer 1991 P 



SLIME MOULDS (cont'd) 

Scrambled Egg Slime Mould 
Fuligo septica 

Brilliant lemon in colour. The 
cocrm:m narre says it all. If 
pressed at any point, a dent will 
result as though one were lightly 
pressing a very fluffy pancake. 
It can cover a log or stunp of 
any size. 

<:oral Slime Mould 
Lycogala epindendrum 

In dusky pink clusters on logs, 
each 1-10 nm in size. If one of 
these blob.sis pressed, a deep 
coral-coloured "juice" will 
emerge. 

OCTOBER 1993 

I thought you might not be here. But you came, 
just like October last and like the one before, 
to linger for a week or so 
upon the pond, before continuing 
your trip from there to where you only know. 

Exactly as you stood last year and one before, 
oh Great Blue Heron, motionless 
you rest on long thin legs on that same stump. 
Your sharp eyes seem to pierce. They lend to you 
the stern air of a strictly-business bird. 

Oh wild thing, like me you always come alone, 
which makes me wonder. Neither do you ever talk. 
I'm of few words myself. 
Our silence blends well with the rustic still 
around the Trout Pond. Yet we are but two or three 
kilometres from the quite mad commotion 
of the unsuspecting heart of a great city. 
What have you to tell? 
What do you see ahead, gruff visitor? 
I come up close, and as before, you spread 

your broad slow wings, 
go low over the pond 
to the other side. 

R. A. Foor 

D 
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NATURE CHAT 

In the early morning of October 22nd, I was fortunate to look out of my 
front window at just the right time to catch one of the most beautiful 
sights ever. A large aspen tree on the other side of the road below 
still held its full quota of leaves, a tree often known as the trembling 
or quaking aspen. They were all a rich golden colour. A light breeze 
sprang up, which suddenly set them shimmering and glittering in the 
sunlight, the whole tree a mass of sparkling jewels. As suddenly as they 
started, they would just as suddenly cease all movement, only to be 
followed immediately by a repeat performance. It was fascinating, and of 
almost unbelievable beauty. How often we miss such loveliness as we 
hustle through our busy days! 

an excerpt of an article by Bessie Waters in TI-IE QITO<ADEE, Vol. 34, No. 3, Nov. 1991 
(Huntsville Nature Club Notes) 

SWAMP MILKWEED, 

a native Metro 
plant -

field 
drawing 
by 
Geraldine 
Goodwin 

□ 
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IN THE NEWS 
CANADA POST BRANCHES OUT 

Canada Post celebrated Canada Day by issuing a stamp pane featuring maple 
trees from different regions of the nation. The miniature pane consists 
of 12 colorful 43- cent stamps. Of the 160 species of maple trees found 
worldwide, only 10 varieties are indigenous to Canada. For the stamp pane, 
illustrator Dennis Noble has chosen these native and imported trees: 
mountain maple, Manitoba maple, Douglas maple, striped maple, sugar maple, 
vine maple, big leaf maple, silver maple, red maple, hedge maple, Norway 
maple and black maple. The stamps are illustrated in a simple, folk-art 
style. The top portion of the pane shows a panorama of Canada from coast 
to coast. 

from "Starrps" by Robert Aaron in the TI:RCNID STAR, July 9, 1994 

MOUNTAINEERING PLANTS 

Alpine plant species are climbing higher to escape the heat of a warming 
climate, says Dr, Georg Grabherr of the University of Vienna in Austria. 
In a survey of 26 summits higher than 3,000 metres in the European Alps, 
he found that species are migrating at a rate of about one metre a decade, 
with some moving as much as four metres. Alpine temperatures decrease by 
about one degree for every 100-metre gain in altitude and he warns that the 
plants may eventually run out of places to go. 

from the GLOBE AND MAIL, June 28, 1994 

DIRTY DAMASCUS 

Scientists from the World Bank are investigating pollution levels in 
Damascus, where the air is so dirty that the official al-Baath newspaper 
reports older areas of the Syrian city are no longer fit for habitation. 
"There is not a home where children are not suffering from diseases of lung 
and throat, infections, asthma and allergies", the paper notes. Residents 
complain that the air is rank with fumes from the exhaust of the 100,000 
cars and buses that travel the city's narrow lanes day and night. 

from the GLOBE & MAIL, June 28, 1994 

BLACK WALNUT 
(Toronto area native) 

red winter twig -
note heart-shaped 
leaf-scars . 

[> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

TREASURED BEAVERS NOW TRASH 

Where beavers cause flooding that washes out roads or damages summer 
cottage properties, a local trapper is invited to nab the offenders. 
What he does with the pelt is his business. Most of them throw away the 
body because it's not worth skinning and stretching the pelt, given the 
low price it commands. But he gets $50 "reward" (not bounty) for each 
beaver tail. The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources in turn bills 
the people who requested the removal. It's often the Ministry of 
Transportation, a municipality, or a cottagers' association. 

extracted frcxn an article in ONI'ARIO cx.rr OF IXXRS, Vol. 26, Iss, 2, March 1994 

LUCKY DOG TURNED OUT TO BE COYOTE 

A hit-and-run driver ran a coyote over on Steeles Ave. near Leslie St. 
in early March. Several other drivers saw the accident and pulled over 
to keep other motorists from hitting what they all thought was a dog. 
When the animal dragged itself to the sidewalk, one driver found a warm 
blanket and promptly draped it over the shivering creature, By now, 
bystanders were beginning to realize the dog was no such thing, but a 
coyote from the wilds bordering Metro's northern edge. The stunned coyote 
was rushed to the Wildlife Centre on Westmoreland Ave. where volunteers 
treated it for shock, a broken right rear leg and a deep gash on its rear 
left leg. The coyote should be ready for release into the wild in about 
seven to eight weeks. 

extracted frcxn an article by Phinjo Ganbu in the TOO.CNTO STAR, Mar. 13, 1994 

DUCK PLAGUE 

Hundreds of waterfowl weakened by one of the harshest winters on record 
are being killed by a virus which has become more widespread than in more 
than two decades. Canadian, U.S. and New York state wildlife officials 
met to discuss ways of minimizing the outbreak of duck virus enteritis, 
known as DVO or "duck plague" for short. The bodies of more than 600 wild 
ducks and geese have been discovered along the shores of the Finger Lakes 
in upstate New York. Since hundreds of thousands of ducks and geese either 
migrate through, or winter in the region, officials fear the disease could 
spread rapidly through the migratory population. 

fran "Earthweek: Diary of the planet" by Steve Ne\<mill. in the TCRCNID STAR, Mar. 19, 1994 

THE SPARROW FALLS ••• 

In a hard winter, some people wonder whether the birds are going to survive. 
Even in good times, the average annual mortality for birds is high, Here 
are the adult death rates for some well-known species: house sparrows, 50 
per cent a year; song sparrows, 44 per cent; mourning dove, 55; American 
robin and mallard, both 48; osprey, 18. 

extracted frcxn "Social Studies" by Michael Kesterton in the GLO~E AND HAIL, Feb. 28, 1994 

[> 
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TALL GOLDENROD, sometimes considered a variety of Canada Goldenrod, 
usually has leaves with few teeth, or untoothed, while the typical 
Canada Goldenrod in our area usually has sharply-toothed leaves. 
Ref.: Fernald, GRAY'S MANUAL OF BOTANY, 8th Edition. 
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The Pond at Riverdale 

Ink Drawing by Mary Cumming 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

LET'S FIGHT TO SAVE A PART OF CITY'S SOUL 

There's still the thinnest wisp of hope that we can save the oldest 
inhabited house in Toronto from destruction. The house, at 8 Ridelle 
Ave. , near Bathurst and Briar Hill, was condemned to death by removal 
after a series of mistakes and short circuits at City Hall. The house 
still has its lovely Georgian lines and dormer windows, its graceful 
verandah and brick chimneys. And though it crouches behind bleak apart
ments and is tattered with age -- having been lived in continuously since 
1816 -- it radiates soul. When I drove past it a few days ago, the yard 
was coated in a sinister blanket of fresh wood chips. I learned that these 
were the mortal remains of a towering elm, abruptly cut down last week. 
Near the beginning of this century, the elm was already legendary as one 
in a line of "marker trees" signalling the Indian path north to Muskoka. 

extracted from an article by Michele Landsberg in the TOOONro STAR, Mar. 18, 1994 

O:mnent: Although the house may be m:,ved or restored, the tree is gone forever. Did anyone 
even save seeds from this tree that had survived so long in spite of surrounding 
develoi:xnent and the Dutch elm disease? 

SPRING FLOODS FEARED AS BUDGET-DRAINERS 

The Metro Toronto and Region Conservation Authority is keeping a close 
watch on three areas where ice jams may cause flooding: the mouth of the 
Etobicoke Creek at Lake Ontario; the Humber River as it flows through the 
village of Bolton; and the Humber River near the Old Mill restaurant at 
Bloor St. West in Etobicoke. Ice has filled a park near the restaurant 
as high as the roof on a public washroom. The Metro authority has spent 
$15,000 to dynamite ice at the mouth of Etobicoke Creek, where water has 
already spilled over the bank and into a park. 

extracted from an article by Brian McAndrew in the TOROOIO STAR, Mar. 10, 1994 

EARTH HAS TOO MANY PEOPLE, STUDY SAYS 

The number of people on Earth will have to fall to at least one-third the 
current level by 2100 in order to be sustained in "relative prosperity" . 
A year-long study by researchers at Cornell's department of ecology and 
systematics found that the natural resources required to sustain humans, 
including land, forests, water, energy and biological organisms, will 
dwindle as the population grows. Bringing the population to fewer than 
two billion by 2100 could be accomplished if every couple had only 1.5 
children, which represents a population contraction of .5 per cent a year. 
Reducing the world's population to two billion would pose social, economic 
and political problems, but continued rapid population growth will result 
in even more severe social, economic and political conflicts -- plus 
catastrophic public health and environmental problems. 

extracted frcxn an article by Mary Gooderham in the GLOBE AND MAIL, Feb. 22, 1994 I> 

The city of San Diego, Calif., was recently ordered to stop its 
cleanup of a portion of the Tijuana River because it would cause 
irreparable harm to the "sewage-based ecology". 

from "News of the Weird" by Qruck Shepherd in the 'IDRONro STAR, Mar. 26, 1994 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

USING PLANT LIFE TO MONITOR POLLUTION 

The demise of the lowly lichen is yielding proof that Moscow's air is 
becoming increasingly unsafe to breathe. In the thirties, dozens of 
$pecies of lichens were catalogued in areas as busy as Red Square. A new 
study has found that only one or two of the most hardy types have survived 
in about half the city. In zones around Moscow's radial roads and heavy 
industries, lichens have completely disappeared. The highest number of 
species, 18, was found in a park; in 1969, over 30 species were counted 
in the same area. Lichens are symbiotic life forms in which fungi and 
algae co-exist. If conditions change, one will become dominant over the 
other, resulting in the death of the organism. Lichens are totally 
dependent on air, because they have no roots. This makes them excellent 
indicators of excessive air pollution. While lichens are sensitive to 
hydrocarbons and other forms of air pollution, they absorb all the radiation 
they are exposed to and are virtually immune to damage from it; this makes 
them the perfect host for determining how much radiation has been released 
and how far it has travelled. Lichen is normally very adaptable stuff. 
If conditions are right, it will grow on rocks, on soil, even on glass. 
The comeback of lichens in London [England] a decade ago was hailed as a 
sign that the air was recovering from the high levels of sulphur dioxide 
and hydrocarbons that caused its characteristic pea-soup smog. So success
ful was the return that people complained to researchers that lichens were 
once again growing in slippery masses between the cracks in walkways. 
Lichen is the main vegetation in the Canadian Arctic, growing in profusion 
on rocks and tundra barrens. More than 480 species· are native to Ontario. 
However, lichen research has been more of a priority in Europe. 

American wild celery, a green plant with tentacle-like leaves that is 
common around Lake Huron and Lake Erie, may play the same kind of bio
monitoring role for the Great Lakes. It is extremely efficient in 
accumulating toxic chemicals such as trichloroethylene, chlorobenzyne, 
PCBs and organochlorides. A five-year experiment in the Detroit River and 
Lake St. Clair found a clear connection between exposure to contaminants 
in the water and the size, number of leaves and flowers of wild celery. 
The concentrations of chemicals in the plant, which grows in the shallows 
and is a prime food for ducks, are four times higher than in sediments 
and 9,000 times higher than in the water, making them a good indicator of 
pollution hot spots. Researchers found plants on the Canadian side of the 
waterway less polluted than on the U.S. side: but birds and fish who eat 
the plants don't have passports. 

extracted frcxn an article by Wallace Irmen in the GLOBE & MluL, July 16, 1994 0 

IN THE NEWS (sources) 

The news in this section of the newsletter has been sifted from the clippings 
donated by Diana Banville, Mary & Nancy Cumming, Sandy Cappell, Karin Fawthrop, 
Nancy Fredenburg, Eileen Mayo, Alen Mccombie, Jean McGill & Grace Somers. 
What isn't used is filed by Louise Orr along with the originalsof what we 
do use, making a valuable resource for anyone wanting to do research on 
the natural history of the Toronto area. 

H.J. 
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Underside 
of leaf 
is often 
velvety. 

The rate of loss of species today is approximately the equivalent of what 
it was during the time when the dinosaurs vanished from the face of the 
earth. 

a quote by Alan Emery of the House of Coom::ms' Standing Coomittee on the Environment in 
the report "Our Planet ..• Our Future", 1993. 
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THE TEETH FUNGI 

The Hydnaceae resemble mushrooms or polypores, but in place of gills or 
pores they have distinctive teethlike spines. They include some good 
edibles. 

. I 

Dentinum repandum 

Fruiting body: dry, irregular, orange
buff cap. l,l;;"-6" across; spines white 
to pinkish yellow, often extending 
down stalk; mixed woods. 

~: hairless, dry, solid, cap
coloured. 

Flesh: white, bruising orange-brown. 

Spore deposit: white 

Season: July to September. 

Edibility: "Oloice" • 

Hericium coralloides 

Fruiting bcxiy: a large mass -- 611 -12" 
across -- of tufted sterns with delicate, 
long, white, pendant teeth, pure white 
to yellowish in age; on dead or dying 
hardwood trees. 

Stipe: thick, stout, attached to wood. 

Flesh: white, fibrous. 

Spore deposit: white. 

Season: August to October. 

Edibility: "Good". 

Pine-cone Mushroom 
Auriscalpium vulgare 

Fruiting body: small, dark brown, 
covered with fibrils, 3/8"-l" across; 
fine, needle-like teeth, light brown; 
on fallen, rotting pine-cones. 

~: long, slender, brown, attached 
at one side. 

~: thin, tough, light brown. 

Spore deposit: white. 

Season: July to October. 

Edibility: Inedible. 

The generic name is Latin for ear pick. This strange fungus is found principally on pine 
cones, but also on other debris ( such as com cobs) , and has a role to play, small as it is, 
in forest ecology. C> 
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THE MILK MUSHROOMS 

Lactarius mushrooms get their common name from their habit of exuding 
latex, or "milk", when gills or stipe are cut or injured. The majority 
give out a white latex and while some of them are good edibles, others 
must be avoided. When the latex turns yellow or lilac, this definitely 
indicates a poisonous species. Below are two edible Lactarius with 
highly coloured "milk". 

Saffron Milkcap 
Lactarius deliciosus 

Fruiting body: broadly convex 
cap, becoming funnel-shaped in 
age, pale yellow or rosy buff 
tinged green in places, with 
numerous purple-brick or salmon 
blotches in concentric bands, 
2"-5½" across; gills crowded, 
salmon bruising pistacchio green; 
under conifers, especially pines. 

Stipe: buff or orange-red to 
salmon, becoming green in places. 

Flesh: creamy, then carrot coloured. 

Spore deposit: yellowish. 

Latex: orange fading to gray-green. 

Season: August to October. 

Edibility: "Edible, good" to 
"variable" according to which guide 
is consulted. 

Lactarius indigo 

Fruiting body: dry, smooth, convex 
cap, zoned blue to deep blue, 2" 
-6" across, fading to silver; 
gills close, indigo; mixed south
eastern forests, heavy rainfall 
preceding its appearance. 

Stipe: dry, hollow, blue. 

Flesh: firm,whitish, staining 
indigo when cut, then green. 

Spore deposit: pale yellow. 

Latex: abundant, deep indigo, going 
dark green on exposure. 

Season: July to October. 

Ediblity: Edible. 

Eva Davis 
□ 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
October 1993, Toronto 

October 1993 was on the cool side, cloudy and slightly wetter than normal. 
Mean temperatures were about one degree cooler than average; sunshine 
hours were 24.3 hours below normal. It was the cloudiest October since 
1980. Winds averaged just slightly above normal at Pearson Airport, and 
just slightly below normal at Toronto Island, where it was the windiest 
October since 1989. Precipitation was mainly concentrated into three 
events. 

The cool weather was mostly during the first half of the month, which 
continued the trend of September. Yet there was a brief warm period on 
Oct . 7th-8th, when temperatures rose as high as 26.8°C at Pearson Airport . 
But this ushered in a very cold Thanksgiving, with a cold front early on 
Oct. 9th, bringing rain followed by a few snowflurries, and daytime 
temperatures below 10°C. A second arctic front reinforced the first one 
a few days later, and Pearson Airport reported a record low minimum 
temperature of -4.4°C on Oct. 14th. 

The second half of October was mostly seasonable, with a fine, dry spell 
leading up to a near miss with an early snowstorm for Hallowe'en. Ohio 
got plenty of wet snow on Oct. 30th, and the Montreal area got hit on 
Hallowe'en, but Toronto was northwest of this disturbance and got only 
traces of rain and snow. 

Gavin Miller 
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TALL MEADOWRUE 

(crowfoot family) 

- a Toronto native 

(from the portfo l io 

FLOWERS OF LONGFORD 

by Mary Anne Miller) 

0 



COMING EVENTS 
Toronto Ornithological Club - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks - aimed at 

the intermediate birder, but beginners are also welcome. Free. 
•Sat.Oct. 1 from 8 am (all day) - Shorebirds and other migrants at the 

Leslie St. Spit with Patrick' Stepian-Scanlon. Meet at the foot of 
Leslie St. Bring a lunch. 

•Sat.Oct. 8 from 8 am (all day) - Late Migration at Toronto Islands 
with Hugh Currie. Meet at the Toronto Islands·ferry docks at the foot 
of Bay St. to catch the 8:15 am ferry to Hanlan's Point. Bring a lunch, 

Simcoe's Don - a Toronto Historical Board Walking Tour led by Helen Juhola 
of TFN. Meet outside the Castle Frank subway station at 1:30 pm on Oct. 2. 

Photo workshop - Oct. 20 at 6:45 at the S.Walter Stewart Library (East York), 
170 Memorial Park Ave. Tips from a professional on film techniques, 
equipment, etc. Evening will include a slide show and opportunity for 
hands-on experience. Fee of $25 covers materials, instruction and room 
rental and will be followed by a walk in Wilket Creek Ravine on Oct. 23. 
Preregistration necessary. Please call Morris Sorensen at 755-6030. 

Canadian Wildflower Society Annual General Meeting - Oct. 15 at 10 am at 
the Civic Garden Centre, 777 Lawrence Ave. East. Following a brief 
business meeting will be thephoto competition results, a guest speaker 
and a plant sale starting at about 12 noon. 

Friends of the Don East York - meetings on the last Tuesday of each month at 
7 pm at the East York Civic Centre, 850 Coxwell Ave. Everyone welcome. 

Save the Rouge Valley System - free monthly walks in the Rouge Valley 
usually the last Sunday of each month. Call 289-6643 for details. 

Black Creek Project - monthly meetings and special events - for those 
interested in the preservation and rehabilitation of Black Creek, a 
major tributary of the Humber River. Call 661-6600, ext. 345 for details. 

Toronto Entomological Association meeting, Saturday, October 22 at 1:00 pm 
in the Multi-Room of the Planetarium. Call Alan Hanks at (905)727-6993 
for more information. 

Task Force to Bring Back the Don meeting, October 18, at 6:30 pm. Free. 
Anyone is welcome to attend and learn about plans for the Don Valley. 
Call David Stonehouse at 392-1255 for details. Meetings take place at 
Toronto City Hall. 

Wanted Alive! The St. Lawrence River Valley: an exploration of the past 
present and future of Canada's great waterways, a travelling display, ' 
organized by the Redpath Museum, McGill University, at the ROM from 
Monday, October 24 through Sunday, January 8, 1995. 

C> 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

The Kortright Centre for Conservation, on Saturday, October 15 and Sunday, 
October 16, will host a public program on the 40th Anniversary of Hurricane 
Hazel in the Kortright theatre at 11:30 am and 1:30 pm. Visitors will take 
a trip back in time through films and audio tapes of radio newscasts of the 
Hurricane Hazel event. Share personal stories of Hazel, learn about the 
milestones achieved by the Metro Region Conservation Authority since Hurricane 
Hazel, and join in a walk to the banks of the Humber River to learn about 
the flood warning system. To celebrate the event, no admission will be 
charged on Saturday. 

The Kortright Centre for Conservation is open daily from 10 am to 4 pm. 
Take Highway 400 to Major Mackenzie Drive (at Paramount Canada's Wonderland), 
go west 3 km to Pine Valley Drive, then south 1 km. 

,. 
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.., . THE BUTTERFLY-WEED 
is an orange 
milkweed which 
grows in dry, open 
areas, according 
to Scoggan's 
FLORA OF CANADA. 

It has been seen 
on TFN outings 
to Lambton Park 
( the prairie 
remnant) in 
recent yeats, 
but is now 
considered 
extirpated from 
Metro Toronto. 
Because it 
attracts 
butterflies, 
it is often 
cultivated. 

(Field drawing 
by Mary Cumming.) 

□ 
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Welcome to The Cabin! 

Last chance this season for free maps, brochures, etc. - Sunday, 
Oct. 9 from 12 noon to 4 pm - at TFNs Nature Information Centre 
just south of the gates to Sunnybrook Park, north from park 
entrance on west side of Leslie Street, north of Eglinton Ave. East. 

Special thanks to "key" members Tom & Tracy Butler, George and Joy Dej, 
Tom Keys, Jean Macdonald, Siglinde MacKay, Eileen Mayo, Lea Ray, 
Carol Sellers and Mary Taylor plus 50 other TFN members who spent 
time at the cabin meeting the public. 
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