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JiFN MEETINGS 
Sunday, April 2, 1995 - BIRDING SAFARI IN KENYA 

at 2:30 pm 

in the Northrop Frye Hall 
Victoria University 

73 Queen's Parle Cre.s. F.ast 

an illustrated talk by Donna Giesler 

- Among Kenya's 1,293 species of birds, the speaker 
wanted to see a Scarlet-tufted Malachite Sunbird 
of Mount Kenya. During her quest she did find 
lions, elephants, giraffes and other exotic 
creatures as well as birds . 

+ "social hour" starting at 2 pm with free coffee 
and juice outside the lecture room 

+ TFN memberships, publications (including checklists, 
and back issues of the Ontario Field Biologist), 
badges, pins and TFN decals for sale 

+ "Always Alice ~rds" for sale. To order custom 
cards, call TFN member Alice Mandryk at 767-6149. 

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, May 7, 1995 

THE \;OODLAND JUMPING 
MOUSE paused long 
enough for a pencil 
sketch in the leaf
litter of Thornton 
Bales Park, Oak Ridge s. 
The dull-brown back 
contrasted with the 
-rufous sides. 

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETTER! ~ 

Requested: essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 
300 words), poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings. 

Subjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, 
especially reports of personal experiences with wildlife. 

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions 
can be acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and 
date of each clipping. 

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at 
least six weeks before the month in which the event is to take place. 

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists 
20 College St., Unit 11 
Toronto, Ont. M5G 1K2 

Newsletter Committee members: Helen Juhola, Diana Banville, Jenny 
Bull, Eva Davis, Nancy Fredenburg, Eileen Mayo, Joan O'Donnell, 
Toshi Oikawa. 



Saturday 
Aprill 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
April 2 
2:30 pm 

Wednesday 
April 5 
10:30 am 
ferry 

$ tickets 

Saturday 
April 8 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
April 12 
10 am 

Saturday 
April 15 
10 am 
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TFN OUTINGS 
SPADINA - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Cathy Holland 
Meet at the entrance to this historic building on the east 
side of Spadina Rd. south of St. Clair Ave. West. 
Bring sketching mterials and stool or camera or just cooie and enjoy. 
Bring lunch. Discussion of ~rk done will take place at 12:30 J:Xll·• 

TFN MEETING (See page 2 for details.) 

TORONTO ISLANDS - birds 
Leader: Barbara Kalthoff 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. Bring lunch. 
The island is always a great place to see birds and the spring migration 
has begun. Birds that are following the shoreline or crossing the lake 
often are found lingering in the islands' wilder area. Bring your binoculars, 
favourite bird book and note book and pencil. 

MIMICO CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Allan Greenbaum 

Mimi.co Cr. , Etobicoke 

Meet at the corner of Martin Grove Rd. and Belfield Rd. 
This is the first in a series this sunmer to explore what remains of 
Mimi.co Creek Valley in Metro Toronto. A long walk to get to the valley 
in this case to see how we welcooie this creek to the urban habitat. 

YORK CEMETERY - birds 
Leader: Louise Orr 

West Don, North York 

Meet at the cemetery entrance on the west side of Beecroft 
Rd. at North York Blvd. Bring lunch. 
The cemetery contains an excellent collection of trees in which birds 
my be found. We will probably walk west to the Don Valley through the 
undeveloped part of the cemetery where we may find meadowlarks singing. 

GUILD INN - birds lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Karin Fawthrop 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of the Guildwood 
Parkway opposite Galloway Rd. Lunch optional. 
Before the leaves are out on the trees is a good time to see spring 
migrants. Spectacular views of the bluffs and sane early spring flowers 
uay also be seen at this site. 

I>-

RfflEMBffi: children and visitors are welcome on all outings but, please, NO PETS! 

To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules by calling 393-4636. 

Check the weather by calling 6.61-0123 so you' 11 know what to wear on outings 
which go rain or shine. 
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APRIL OUTINGS (con'd) 

Wednesday 
April 19 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
April 22 
11 am 

Wednesday 
April 26 
10 am 

Sunday 
April 30 
1:30 pm 
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TORONTO CITY HALL - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Lenore Patterson 
Meet at the entrance to the City Hall on the north side of 
Queen St. West at Bay St. Lunch optional. 
Bring sketching materials and stool or camera or just come and enjoy. 
Members usually get together to ~re "works" at 12:30 J;Xll. 

VALE OF AVOCA - nature walk 
Leader: Jo Butler 

Don tributary, Toronto 

Meet at the subway exit on the south side of St. Clair Ave . 
East, just east of Yonge St. Bring lunch. 
The downtown ravines are often great places to observe migrating birds and 
the first signs of spring flCMers ittluding flowering trees. 

DON VALLEY BRICK WORKS - humn & natural history 
Leader: Ed Freeman 

Don, East York 

Meet at the corner of South Drive and Glen Road (in Rosedale). 
Walk will end at Chorley Park. Lunch optional. 
We will be visiting the Don Valley Brick Works, ~ beccming a Metro park. 
Some work may be underway on the property so its a good chance to find out 
what's happening to these 40 acres of fonner industrial lands . 

CROTHERS WOODS - nature walk 
Leader: Steven Peck 

Don, East York 

Meet at the corner of Millwood Rd. and Overlea Blvd. 
This is a joint outing with the Friends of the Don East York to explore 
this lovely woodlot. Trout lilies should be at their best. 

···11r·-~ .·· 
~ - ' • !';!°~l,J,nl-~ , 

c.~ > , ;t!~~P! ·. 
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EXPLORING THE EAST DON NORTH OF SHEPPARD & LESLIE 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
Gartner Lee Limited, the environmental consultants, has released a Draft 
Plan for the Rehabilitation of Grenadier Pond, Most of the recommendations 
relate to water quality. It is suggested that Wendigo Creek should be 
redirected so that it carries more water into the existing marsh. Water 
levels in the pond will be allowed to fluctuate seasonally, and this w~ll 
allow the wetland at the north to increase to its former size into the 
mudflat area. (It will also aid fish spawning,) Some deeper holes will 
be dredged or blasted to encourage a greater diversity of species, and 
to decrease the depredations of cats and raccoons on nesting marsh birds, 
This wetland will treat the Valleymede stormwater entering from the 
northwest. 

In order to reduce fishing pressure the west shoreline will be declared 
a sanctuary, with fishing banned during spawning season. Fishermen will 
be encouraged to use barbless hooks and catch and release, so that the 
predators such as bass and pike will become more numerous. These will 
feed on the overabundant pumpkinseeds that presently decimate the 
invertebrates such as fairy shrimp that otherwise would devour more 
algae. Thus these measures are designed to bring the aquatic system 
into balance. 

To deal with the problem of sedimentation a new settling pond will be 
built north of Grenadier that will treat the Clendenan stormwater 
entering from the north, Some of the existing sediments on the east side 
will be removed by a suction device. This will allow more relatively 
clean groundwater to flow in. Experimental plots will be set up to test 
how well this is working. The Ministry of Natural Resources will be 
consulted regarding the disposal of the sediments. The pond water will 
be treated with calcium nitrate to inactivate the phosphorus, as has been 
done in Hamilton harbour. 

There will be a number of improvements around the edge of the pond. 
Clive Goodwin reported that bird activity declined when the trail was 
placed beside the northeast section of the pond. So the trail should be 
moved farther away from the edge. In addition the concrete trails along 
the southern part of the pond will be removed, and more distant trails 
utilized, The concrete will be used to form an island in the southwest 
area. Barrier plantings of shrubs along the shoreline will stabilize 
sediments and greatly reduce the feeding of geese. A cattail wetland 
will be introduced on the east side with a lookout built to the north. 
Another cattail marsh will be planted between the island and the southwest 
corner. This will treat the water that flows in from Catfish Pond. The 
shorelines will be sloped gradually to improve fish habitat, Along the 
south side a sedge wetland will be started to replace the one that was 
lost when the expressways were built. A fishing pier will be constructed 
here as well. Sunning logs will be placed along the west bank for turtles, 
with underwater boulders and stumps for fish, 

As the pond becomes healthier, it is expected that muskrats will become 
more plentiful and that Leopard Frogs, Green Frogs, and Gray Treefrogj 
will be able to survive here. The wetlands will once again harbour 
Virginia and Sora Rails, Marsh Wrens, Swamp Sparrows, and Moorhens. 

E> 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT (cont'd) 

Public education will be ongoing, consisting of special events, press 
releases, and signage. Later when funds are available, an Education 
Centre will be built on the east bank, Local residents will be encouraged 
to decrease the use of de-icing salt and garden chemicals, to stoop and 
scoop, and to disconnect roof leaders. 

The Federal Great Lakes Cleanup Fund has matched the City's funding, and 
this spring $35,000 will be spent on rehabilitation in the southeast 
corner of the pond as a demonstration project. Most of the plant 
material will be transferred from the Altona development. A boardwalk 
will be installed, and the signs will be improved. Other recommendations 
will be followed when agreement is reached and funds are available. A 
continuing monitoring program will be set up to measure the effects of 
all these changes, and to fine tune when necessary. Although it will 
take years to restore the pond to health, with continued support and 
action, it will happen. 

Joan O'Donnell □ 
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FALSE SOLOMON'S SEAL 

(Lily family) 

- a Toronto native 

from the portfolio 

FLOWERS OF LONGFORD 

by Mary Anne Miller 
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NATURE RESERVE REPORT 

NATURE RESERVE VOLUNTEERS WANTED 

Volunteers are required for the following tasks and projects. 

1) Jim Baillie Reserve trail and shelter maintenance. This 
includes . the usual clearing of deadfalls and new growth, 
replacement of missing blazes, etc. This vernal ritual is a.great 
opportunity for wholesome, invigorating outdoor exercise and 
requires no special skills. I can attest that feeding the 
resident rnosqui tos is much less distracting when one is 
hacking through a fallen log than it is when one is trying to 
stalk an elusive bird or identify a nondescript plant. This 
spring we have two additional tasks that ought to be attended 
to. The first is to fix the windows in the shelter, which were 
smashed by vandals this winter. The skills of handy folk would 
be most welcome in this connection. The second is to repair/ 
replace some of the boardwalks that are becoming rickety 
hazards. If you have access to a vehicle fit for transporting 
lumber, we need to hear from you. 

2) Emily Hamil ton Reserve ecological inventory. The "new" reserve 
property is no longer very new, but we have yet to produce 
even a preliminary ecological description/bio-inventory.(It 
hasn't even been botanized--what would Emily think!) At the 
very least, this spring should see the beginnings of some 
vascular plant and breeding bird field work. We thus need 
birders (especially those with breeding bird surveying or 
atlassing experience) and botanists (including--or should I 
say especially--those ever-in-demand sedge buffs), as well as 
mammal-spotters, herpetophiles, moss people, etc. etc. Please 
be advised that--especially until significant progress has 
been made on project # 3--these scientific endeavors will 
involve some element of wading, thrashing and otherwise 
struggling through trackless swamp and hummocky marsh. It 
should be rewarding though--the interior is beautiful and 
secluded, judging from the habitat there is a good chance of 
Alder Flycatchers and even of Sedge Wrens, and there are 
certainly lots and lots of deer and chickadees. 

3) Emily Hamilton Reserve trail and boardwalk construction . This 
is probably the lowest priority, but it wouldn't hurt to get 
started. As per# 1, lumber transportation is a pre~equisite. 

Finally, anyone itching to get in on the planning of a really BIG 
task can help put their minds and other parts to the planning of 
the potentially eventual ecological restoration (reforestation) of 
part or all of the presently cultivated upper section of the Emily 
Hamilton Reserve. Those willing to participate in any of the above 
tasks/chores/personal growth opportunities are urged to contact me 
at (416) 665-9391, or (if I am no longer at that number when you 
get around to calling) leave a message at the TFN office, (416) 
968-6255. 

Allan Greenbaum □ 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Feb. 1995 

David Suzuki had a very interesting story on the Nature of Things (Feb. 9/95) 
about Canada's national parks -- in particularaboutBanff National Park 
For more information people can send a self-addressed envelope to 
Parks, c/o The Nature of Things, CBC Television, Box 500, Station A, 
Toronto, Ont. M5W 1E6. There is an assessment now over the next 18 months 
during which the public is invited to draw up a new master plan for Banff. 
This will have an impact on all national parks, and possibly provincial 
and local parks. Naturalists should become involved in this process! 

Jim Purnell 

COME TO TH INK ABOUT IT. .. 
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PROJECTS 
DON WATERSHED REGENERATION COUNCIL 

The Don Watershed Regeneration Council is now in place and ready to implement 
Forty Steps to a New Don, the report prepared by the Don Watershed Task Force. As 
with the Task Force, the 26-member Council consists of watershed residents, 
municipal nominees, and interest group representatives. The Council will provide a 
forum and a focus for the regeneration of the Don River watershed. During its three
year term, the Watershed Council will initiate regeneration and stewardship projects, 
lead fundraising, support local community groups and act as the Don River's advocate 

~ in large projects that cross municipal boundaries. All monthly meetings will be open 
V to the public. For more information contact Adele Freeman at 416-661-6600 ext. 238. 

extracted from a press release of the Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, Feb. 3, 1995 

THE HUMBER WATERSHED TASK FORCE 

The Humber Watershed Task Force has been charged with the task of developing an 
environmental management strategy for the Humber River watershed during its 18-
month term. The 44 individuals that make up the Task Force have also accepted the 
responsibility to encourage, assist and educate individuals, interest groups and 
government agencies in resource planning and stewardship and management activities 
within the watershed. Public participation will be essential to address the 
community's interests in natural and cultural heritage, the environment, recreation and 
economic processes. The Humber Watershed Task Force consists of elected municipal 
representatives, provincial and federal agency staff, community group representatives 

~ and citizens residing within the watershed. All monthly meetings are open to the 
V public. For more information contact Gary Wilkins at 416-661-6600 ext. 211. 

extracted from a press release of the Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, Feb. 3, I 995 
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PROJECTS'S (cont'd) 

FATAL LIGHT AWARENESS PROGRAM (FLAP) 

You may have noticed in TFN 450, pages 14 & 15 (March 1995) that the 
total was left off the 1994 FLAP species list. This was due to the 
fact that all data had not yet been submitted. Here are the final 
additions to that list: a yellow warbler, an orange-crowned, three 
black-and-whites, five ovenbirds, two common yellowthroats, three white
throated sparrows, a grasshopper sparrow and a yellow-shafted flicker. 
Unfortunately, all these birds were found dead. This brings the 1994 
total of "FLAP birds" (night migrants that have been picked up by FLAP 
members after hitting Toronto's downtown office towers and the CN tower) 
to 1,960. Of these, 930 were released, and 1,030 died. The FatalLight 
Awareness Program is working on a strategy to pursuade the towers to 
turn off their lights. If you would like further information about 

[> 
our work or you are interested in joining the effort, please call 
Irene Fedun at 416-762-8889. 

ATTENTION PET OWNERS 

Do recognize your responsibility to wildlife and to your neighbours: 
keep your cats and dogs inside, leashed, or enclosed. Statistics show 
that over a million small birds and other animals are killed by cats each 
year in the U.S. alone. 

extracted fran IDI'FS & ANECOOI'FS, slmmer 1994 (Avian Care and Research Foundation, Verona) 
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THE OLD 

GERMAN MILLS 
SCHOOL 

We usually 
decide to 
have our 
lunch beside 
it on our 
TFN outings 
to the East 
Don, north 
of Steeles 
and east of 
Leslie. 

Drawing by 
Alen lt:Catt>ie. 
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PROJECTS (cont'd) 

HELP SAVE THE LYNDE MARSH 

Following the talk on the Endangered Spaces of Durham at the March 5 
TFN meeting, members wanted to know what they could do to help. Well, 
here's one thing: you could help save the Lynde Marsh. A group has been 
formed,called Save the Lynde Marsh, Incorporated. Right now they are 
preparing for an Ontario Municipal Board Hearing. They have had to hire 
a lawyer, a planner and an environmentalist. They need: 

• money. Send a donation to Save the Lynde Marsh, Inc., 576 Reynolds St . , 
Whitby, Ont. LlN 6H5. 

• letters of support. Send these to the Ontario Municipal Board, Suite 1500 , 
655 Bay St., Toronto, Ont. MSG 1E5 (FAX 416-326-5370); 
Hon. Sheila Copps, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of the Environment, Room 509-S, 
Central Block, House of Commons, Ottawa KlA OA6; 
Premier Bob Rae, Legislative Bldg., Room 281, 
Queen's Park, Toronto M7A lAl (FAX 416-325-3745 ) ; 
your own Provincial Member of Parliament. 

• experts in hydrology, biology, ornithology, etc. to attend and 
represent the cause of the Save the Lynde Marsh, Inc. at an 0MB 
mediated meeting where non-legal experts for both sides will present 
their data on March 30 and 31. 

For more information about this group and their efforts, please call 
905-668-1317. 

Comment : For members wanting to explore the shoreline east of Metro 
Toronto, we recommend Clive Goodwin's "Bird-finding Guide to 
Toronto" or his "Bird-finding Guide to f.fitario". These give 
detailed notes on the areas and notes on how to get to the 
locations mentioned at our March 5 meeting. Also, we recommend 
the Mapart map for the areas east of Metro. 

WILD COLUMBINE is native to 
Toronto, found in at least 8 
different locations. The 
European columbine escapes 
from gardens and has been 
found in Crothers Woods and 
the Rouge Valley. The columbines 
belong to the buttert'up or 
crowfoot family .which includes 
many floral configurations. 
Drawing is by Wilma Bell. 
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TIPS FOR THE TRAVELLING PHOTOGRAPHER 

Now that the warmer weather is here, many TFN members will be travelling. 
Hopefully that means taking lots of pictures. In order to make your 
vacation photography successful, here are a few tips. 

1. If you have a new camera, or even an old one which you haven't used 
for a while, take a few minutes to review the instruction manual and 
try to shoot at least one test roll to ensure that everything is in 
working order before departing. 

2. Check your camera's batteries before leaving, and change them if 
necessary. Bring along an extra set in case! 

3 . Take lots of film. Film can be very expensive in some areas and some 
films sold outside Canada (particularly in eastern Europe) are not 
compatible with standard Canadian processing. 

4. Take all necessary steps to protect your camera from the elements ; 
for example, sand, water, extreme heat. 

5. Remember when visiting a natural area that nature photographers have 
an environmental obligation not to accidentally destroy the very 
things they love in their eagerness to get a shot. Be conscious of 
where you put your feet and what consequences your actions will have 
for the life around you. 

Morris Sorensen C 
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THE MASSASAUGA RATTLER 

One of the most intriguing creatures I have encountered is the Massasauga Rattler. 
When I was a child at· the cottageat Sparrow Lake, north of Orillia, I heard many tales 
of the deadly and ferocious rattlesnakes around the lake. However, they had never 
been seen on "our side of the lake". Dave and I built our cottage on that "other side 
of the lake". Here rocky ridges were interspersed with beaver ponds. This wild, 
totally unpopulated land stretches unbroken for fifteen miles and yet is only eighty
five miles from Toronto. 

One hot evening we decided on a midnight swim. We didn't bother to turn on any 
outside lights. The cat went down the path first, heard a noise and leapt about three 
feet into the air. I knew that something had scared her but not what. Then I heard a 
noise like someone shaking gravel in a dry paper bag. Dave was sure it was a June 
bug! When he turned on the light, there was our first rattler -- a very large one. It 
was behind me, coiled on a warm rock that I had just jumped over in my bare feet. 

Since then, I have learned that the Massasauga rattlesnake, Ontario's only poisonous 
snake, is slow moving and tries to hide from humans. One small one (24" approx.) 
lay sunning itself in the short grass about six feet from Dave as he changed a tire. 
However, once seen, it flattened its body into the grass so well that we could barely 
see it. As soon as eye contact was broken, it quickly tried to hide in a rock crevice. 
We had to move quickly to catch it. 

Another time, Dave was working outside making numerous trips up and down steps. 
On one of his trips he noticed a rattler quietly absorbing the sunshine on the far end of 
the step. As it is difficult to catch a rattler by oneself, unless all the tools are at hand, 
Dave watched it all afternoon as he worked until I came home. Not once did it show 
any signs of fear or aggression, the snake must have known he was not an enemy. 

Once I was home, we gathered our tools to relocate it. Rubber boots, sponge mop 
well dampened, broom and garbage pail with lid were all that was needed. I pinned 
the snake down gently with the sponge mop, to prevent escape, while Dave swept it 
into the garbage pail. On went the lid and it was done. We took the snake back 
about half a mile from the cottage and let it go by a beaver pood. From my readings 
it appears that rattlers in the Georgian bay area rarely go further than that from where 
they were born and where they hibernate. 

Our rattlers are quite a dark greyish brown, with darker lozenge-shaped blotches. 
They are rarely more than three feet long but are quite thick and muscular with a 
broad flat head. At the end of the tail is the rattle. Although no other snake has a 
rattle, other snakes will vibrate the tail when frightened. Unfortunately for them many 
are killed by humans mistakenly thinking they are rattlers . In our area, milk snakes 
and hognose (or puff-adders) are often misidentified and killed. 

Because snakes are cold-blooded, their body temperature changes according to their 

t> 
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RATTLESNAKES (cont'd) 

environment. In winter they crawl into crevices, in order to get below the frost line or 
they will freeze to death. In summer they will quickly die if overheated. Perhaps that 
is why they seem to frequent cool, marshy areas in hot weather. When nights are 
cold, they like to lie on a sunny rock to warm up. In hot, dry summers we seem to 
see them most often. They seem to move toward cool, damp spots such as the 
sprinkler in our garden. Now I do not use a sprinkler but grow only native plants that 
can survive drought. 

We are often asked if we walk in fear of rattlers. Most certainly not but we do look 
where we step. When hiking, we clomp along making lots of ground vibrations which 
they can sense. This gives them a chance to hide. At night we use a light and wear 
shoes and socks. After all, it is very difficult to find a rattler. A sighting is usually 
just luck. We feel privileged to be caretakers of the land in which they live and to be 
lucky enough to have seen one in our lifetime. 

article by Arny Darker in the newsletter of the West Humber Naturalists, January 1995 

THE YELLOW AVENS, 

a common native Toronto 
wildflower, superficially 
resembles a buttercup, 
but is a member of the 
rose family. Note the bur 
in the field drawing by 
Mary Cumming (unwittingly, 
you may take some of those 
home with you). 

If you see this plant 
when not in bloom, its stem 
is stouter and hairier than 
the white avens. 

Ref.: Gleason & Cronquist's 
MANUAL OF VASCULAR 
PLANTS 

□ 
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BEECHDROPS 

There are three basic types of parasitic flowering plants. Those in the first group, 
louseworts and the bastard toadflax, possess both chlorophyll and roots in the soil, but 
nevertheless attach themselves to chlorophyll-bearing hosts for additional water and 
nutrients. Others, such as the mistletoe, similarly manufacture some food material by 
photosynthesis but obtain all their water through attachment to plants. Beechdrops, 
however, falls into a third group, along with Indian pipes, coralroot orchids, 
broomrapes, and dodders. These plants lack chlorophyll and must depend entirely on 
other plants for water and nutrients. 

Unlike many species in this last group, beechdrops survives only if it becomes 
attached to a specific host, the root of the beech tree. Following germination of a 
beechdrops seed, the white seedling, only one-tenth of an inch long, sends forth a 
mass of curved and twisted roots, called grapplers, which seem to take hold of every 
object within their reach. If one of these objects happens to be a beech root, the 
grapplers wrap themselves tenaciously around it. In response to the attack by the 
grapplers, the beech root produces large amounts of soft tissue around its 
circumference, from the point of attachment of the grapplers to the end of the root. 
Despite this defense mechanism, the parasite easily penetrates the root and begins to 
direct the flow of nutrients produced by the tree into its own system. Eventually the 
entire current of sap in the beech root enters the parasite, and the beech root that 
extends beyond the point of attachment dies. 

Although beechdrops seeds germinate in mid-June, the mature plants are conspicuous 
only from late August until the end of the growing season. Their purple-brown, 
twiglike, branched stems, which bear tiny, brown structures known as scale leaves, 
stand up to one foot tall. They are usually found a few feet from the trunk of a beech 
tree, although some grow as much as thirty feet away. There is no indication that 
these plants are attached to the host unless one carefully digs into the humus and fine 
soil to locate the point of their attachment. 

During late autumn, beechdrops produces two kinds of flowers. Those high on the 
plant are very slender, up to one inch long, and white speckled with purple. They are 
sterile, having lost the ability to form seeds. The lowermost flowers are tiny and 
inconspicuous, but are fertile. Why this arrangement has evolved is still a botanical 
mystery. 

extracted from an article by Robert H. Mohlenbrock in Natural History, vol. 96. no. 11 , Nov. 87 0 

New snow has fallen. 
It might have been expected, 
Nature's April Fool! 

haiku by Diana Banville, 1992 



TFN 451 - 16 

WILDLIFE AND HUMAN WELLBEING SYNONYMOUS 

••• In an almost exclusively urban society such as ours, it's easy to forget 
how vitally important nature still is. We may have created an out-of-sight
out-of-mind lifestyle, but nature still provides most of our food and drink, 
our building materials, and the clothes we wear. The Earth's natural 
biological systems are also the only means we have of cleaning our pollution, 
and until very recently these biological systems coped remarkably well. 
Now they're suffering from gross overload and failing badly, and even here 
in the clinical West, it's difficult to camouflage that fact •••• For years, 
true-blue naturalists have known about wildlife as the prophets of doom. 
Perhaps the reason they've gone largely unheeded is because they've 
usually presented the problems exclusively from the wildlife's point of 
view. We've bleated on about loss of habitat and Red Data Book endangered 
species, with just the odd throwaway line about such things be i ng a bad 
sign for mankind! ••• For too long now, we've placed the emphasis in 
wildlife on 'wild'. In future we must all make sure that wildlife 
conservation put more emphasis on 'life' . 

extracts from 'The Baines Report" by Ou-is Baines in BBC WIJ.DLIFE, Vol. 12, No. 12, Dec. 1994 □ 

Fl. pinK; red h'1p.s 

L. b\un r ~rem smc.oHi, b tho ms , 

't-lo.b. cl~,rcck'i 3o-qocm. 

5um. 

SMOOTH ROSE 

(Rosa blanda) 

- a Toronto native 

(from the portfolio 

FLOWERS OF LONGFORD 

by Mary Anne Miller) 
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PRAIRIES AND MEADOWS 

Many of the same plants and animals are found in both prairies and meadows, so how 
is it possible to distinguish between each of these two differing habitats? The answer 
lies in the permanence of each. A prairie is a climax stage of succession, but a 
meadow is a temporary stage in another successional progression. Meadows arise 
after a form of disturbance, such as ploughing the land, or fires. The plants that form 
the meadow will eventually be replaced by shrubs and trees however, if no further 
disturbances take place. Underlying a true prairie are soil conditions that prevent trees 
from thriving. These include quick-draining coarse soils, low moisture, and soil toxins 
harmful to woody plants. Eventually, under conditions of abundant precipitation and 
absence of fires and other disturbances, a prairie may become a savannah, with widely 
spaced trees. Still, the area would never be able to support a forest, because of the 
lack of moisture. Meadows that are regularly burned or mown in order to prevent the 
growth of trees and shrubs are called "pseudo-prairies". These meadows remain 
dominated by open-field plants such as asters and goldenrods, and will lack true 
prairie grasses such as bluestem, because of their high moisture content. 

from The Stratford Field Naturalists NEWSLETTER, Feb. I 995 (as extracted from SEASONS. Winter I 994) □ 

THE BOBOLINK still sings 
in flight over the meadow 
in York Cemetery. It 
apparently breeds in this 
area. 

It is hoped th3t the 
managers of the cemetery 
will continue to preservP. 
this area as a meadow, 
in keeping with alternative 
burial practices that are 
being favoured by some people 
in this era of environmental 
consciousness. 

Long may the bobolink sing 
over their ashes and 
markerless graves! 

Ref. TORONTO REGION 
RECOlms, TFN 

1991 
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THE LUNA MOTH 

The luna moth (Actias luna) is one of nature's most exquisite designs. It is named for 
the crescent-shaped spots on its wings which are a pale , delicate apple green bordered, 
in Northern broods, with yellow margins. It belongs to the family of giant silkworm 
moths and comes under the sub-family Satumiinae. The fat, green larvae feed on a 
variety of trees - alder, birch, cherry, hazelnut, oak, willow. The papery cocoons 
usually lie concealed 
under leaf litter. In 
the North there is 
one brood during 
May-July. The adult 
moth has a wing 
span of about 4". 
The guide books rate 
it as common. If so, 
I have been singular
ly unfortunate for in 
40 years I have come 
across it but once. 
Having done so, 
however, I now 
regard myself as 
singularly fortunate 
in having seen it at 
all. It was in 1990 in 
IGllamey Provincial 
Park. We had no 
sooner approached 
the Park office for 
entry permits that I 
espied two of these 
beauties resting on the unlikely background of office windows covered in wire-netting. 
The locale suited apparently for they refused to budge however many ecstatic Park 
visitors "oo'd" and "aah'd" over them. We seemed to have hit the exact moment in 
that gorgeous summer when luna moths were "bustin' out all over", for later in the 
week, on our many portages, they were much in evidence, alas, as dead specimens 
lying along the paths. Their adult life-span is roughly two weeks. Since many moths 
lack mouth parts, their singular purpose in all their beauty appears to be to mate and 
die. 

Eva Davis 

Comment: Listed in "A Natural History of the Toronto Region" by J.H. Faull, 
published by The Royal Institute in 1913, this moth is still shown as a Toronto species 
in TFN's "Toronto Region Butterfly List" (1993). 

D 
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THE MAPLE MAP 

Tired of hearing the same old sarcastic remarks about the unsuitability 
of our emblem dear? (Who but a Canadian could be so negative, eh?) 
"It doesn't even grow west of Ontario", they sneer. Well! In the wild 
state, that could be said of the red, sugar, black, silver and striped 
maples, but the bigleaf, vine and Douglas maples are all westerners - and 
just as Canadian. The mountain maple has the broadest distribution (not 
density) of the ten; it grows in eight provinces. 
As you can see from the map, native maple does not 
grow "from sea even unto sea" as in our motto, but 
almost. (It's the Manitoba maple which penetrates 
Alberta's eastern boundary, the Douglas its western 
border.) To continue the biblical quotation on 
which our motto was based, "from the river" the 
maple flourishes, but "to the ends of the earth" it 
can't manage ••• though the Douglas maple does grow 
close to the Yukon border, if that's a help. To 
include the territories, we'd have to have chosen a 
spruce or a willow. It's the maple leaf, however, 
which has been associated with Canada since the 
beginning and which is distinctive among the flags 
of the world. It looks like we're going to keep 
it - forever. 

DB 
M:>re on maples in TfN newsletters: 

115:5-6 (1953 - on the flowers); 318:1-10 (1978 - Toronto 
species); 344:8 & 429:26 (1981 & 1992 - Manitoba naple); 
349:25 & 351 :14 (1982 - heritage maple); 362:28-29 & 370:7 -
(1984/5 - sugaring-off); 420:18 & 433:26 (1991/93 - sugar 
maple dieback); 446: 17:1994-c.anada Fbst s~ series); 
431 :26 (1992 - ''Maple Leaf Forever" - silver). 

Adapte~ frow, 
10 distribution ••P• 
in Moeie'- NATTVf. T~F[S 
or C:ANl,DA (. eor.,p<>• it•) 

m 
fe-n TMY. nT~TJl~UTIO" 

or 

9. !i&leaf 

~ 
10. ViM ~ 

□ 
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"ALIENS" INTO "NATIVES" 

Adventives, or to use the botanical term, ergasiophygophytes, are 
intentionally introduced plants which have escaped from cultivation ••• 
For centuries, adventives have been making their way from cultivation 
into the native vegetation. This process will not stop because some 
preservationists declare war on the 'invasive aliens'. The character and 
composition of our vegetation will continue to be influenced by changes 
in land-use and climate. Adventives are a fascinating link between our 
culture and the rest of nature. We should learn to appreciate them for 
the marvellous plants they are, rather than see them as a 'problem' to 
be eradicated. Like it or not these plants are destined to become as 
integral to the diversity of [our region] as any we claim to be native. 
We cannot hold back the tide. 

ectracted £ran "Garden Watch" by Paul Evans in ~ WIIILIFE, Vol. 13, No. 1, Jan. 1995 □ 

, 

~' .. --··-·· it ~u"'lt UI .._._,. 

THE BULL THISTLE 

of Eurasia is no 
respecter of borders -
garden or otherwise. 

Mary Cumming finds 
its intricate 
outline interesting . 
Here it is growing 
alongside garden 
mint beside the 
TFN Nature Centre, 
Sunnybrook Park, 
before the gardeners 
arrived to carry 
out their veeding 
operations. 
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IN THE NEWS 
THE FAULT OF PICKERING 

A group represented by two University of Toronto researchers: seismologist Arsalan 
Mohajer and glacial geologist Nicholas Eyles believes there is a greater than 50 per 
cent chance that a series of geological faults, or displacements in rock formations, 
discovered within the limits of Metropolitan Toronto, will produce a moderate 
earthquake of magnitude 5.0 within the next 50 years. Such a quake probably 
wouldn't impair the Pickering generating station. However, they figurethere's a 20 per 
cent chance of a magnitude 6.0 tremor -- which would probably cause structural 
damage to the station. As for the likelihood of a quake measuring more than 
magnitude 7 .0 -- which would cause heavy destruction throughout Toronto -- the 
probability is low. There is recent evidence of geological movement. A series of 
seismic stations set up by the AtanicEnergy Control Board east of Toronto in 1991 has 
already recorded more than 100 minor quakes. The geology around Toronto 
comprises three distinct layers: a hard bedrock layer; a thick layer of "soft" sediment 
that is more than 40,000 years old and was once an ancient lake bottom; and a thinner, 
muddy upper layer deposited 12,000 years ago by the last glacier in the area. 
Geologists have found fault lines, or cracks, passing through the two bottom layers in 
the bed and valley walls of Rouge River near Metro Toronto. The two layers on one 
side of the crack have been lifted a little more than a metre above those on the other 
side. Whether these faults are signs of current activity is not entirely known. Mr. 
Mohajer' s team believes energy exerted into the bedrock from within the Earth forced 
portions of the usually stable layer to thrust up into the overlying sediment, causing 
the two layers to shift away from each other. They believe this shift occurred more 
than 12,000 years ago because the top layer of mud was not faulted like the other 
layers. His team believes there is potential for the same stress to be released once 
again in the form of an earthquake. Last June, Mr. Mohajer and a number of other 
geologists examined the bottom of Lake Ontario in a miniature research submarine. 
They found indications of rocks buckling upward in formations known as "pop-ups", 
which are caused by stress build-up. "This clearly indicates earthquake potential". 
Last year, Mr. Mohajer and his team investigated new exposures near the site where 
the faults were first found. They conducted a seismic-reflection survey that produced 
a picture of underground features by sending shock waves through the Earth. Their 
work revealed new faults. Indeed, rock strata were set apart by more than 13 metres 
on either side, a much larger separation than the faults along the Rouge. "This new 
information suggests the faulting situation is much more severe than we thought," says 
Mr. Mohajer. 

extracted from an article by Elizabeth Shilts in THE GLOBE AND MAIL, Feb. 4, 1995 C> 

CONTRIBUTORS OF NEijSLETTER CLIPPINGS THIS MONTH: Diana Banville, 
Sandy Cappell, Mary and Nancy Cumming, Karin Fawthrop, Louise Herzberg, 
Mary Hunter, Eileen Mayo, Alen Mccombie, Joan O'Donnell, Louise Orr, 
Jim Purnell, Grace Somers, Gloria Somerville, M. Thomson, Arthur Wade, 
Mel Whiteside . 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

KOBE QUAKE MEASURED 53 MINUTES LATER IN TORONTO 

Almost an hour after the killer earthquake devastated Kobe at 5:46 a.m. on Jan. 17 
(3:46 a.m. on Jan. I 6), it made itself felt on recording instruments in a laboratory near 
Toronto. The shock wave from the Japanese quake, which caused the deaths of more 
than 5,000 people, had a magnitude of 7 and travelled around the world, causing a rise 
and fall of the ground. Although minute, the momentary fluctuation in Ontario was 
enough to be recorded 53 minutes after the quake as a change in gravity on 
instruments at Scintrex Ltd. in Concord, north of Toronto. Developed for geological 
exploration, the suitcase-sized device records changes on a computer. 

extracted from an article by Wallace Immen in THE GLOBE AND MAil.., Feb. 11, I 995 

PLANTS FIGHT INDOOR POLLUTION 

If you're using peace lilies and philodendrons to fight indoor air pollution, you've got 
the day shift covered. But for the night shift, add two other plants -- orchids and 
bromeliads -- to your arsenal of toxic avengers. At night most plants stop 
photosynthesizing and start using oxygen and releasing carbon dioxide. But according 
to studies at NASA's John C. Stennis Space Center orchids and bromeliads do the 
exact opposite -- they sleep in the day and work at night. By working at night, they 
offset the oxygen-devouring and CO2 emitting actions of your other plants -
stabilizing night and day levels of carbon dioxide and oxygen. Orchids are able to 
remove acetone, methyl alcohol and ethyl acetate -- chemicals given off when humans 
exhale. These chemicals are called bioeffluents -- gases people give off without 
knowing it. Plants may swallow these and other pollutants that occur in tightly sealed 
areas. 

adapted from an article in SOUTH TRIBUNE, Jan. 26, 1995 t> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

RURAL RETREAT FEARS BEING SW ALLOWED UP 

Oak Ridges, an oasis on the northern edge of the highly urbanized town of Richmond 
Hill, is facing massive development. If the town gets its way, the population of old
fashioned Oak Ridges would quadruple. Local residents are fighting with all their 
might against that kind of urban sprawl. The battle for Oak Ridges represents the 
conflict within the Greater Toronto Area (GT A) between urban growth and 
environmental protection. Oak Ridges sits just about smack in the middle and -- at 
330 metres above sea level -- at the peak of the GT A on a land formation known as 
the Oak Ridges Moraine. The moraine is described as the "rain barrel of southern 
Ontario". Its aquifers (porous, underground reservoirs that act as filters) feed the 
headwaters of 21 major stream systems, some making up the tributaries of the Humber 
and Don Rivers. About 250,000 people in the GTA's York, Durham and Peel regions 
get their drinking water from the moraine's aquifers. The moraine was formed at least 
12,000 years before the creation of the "supercity", when two glacial fingers met 
midway between Lake Ontario and Lake Simcoe. They left behind a ridge, or 
moraine, 160 kilometres long and up to 20 kilometres wide of sand and gravel 
stretching from the Niagara Escarpment in the west to the edge of the Kawarthas 
cottage country in the east. The moraine is the second most distinctive land form in 
southern Ontario next to the Niagara Escarpment. It makes up the rolling hills of 
Caledon in Peel Region and the broad, sloping landscape sweeping up from the Lake 
Ontario shoreline in Durham Region. Development along the Niagara Escarpment is 
governed by provincial legislation overseen by a commission to ensure the rules are 
upheld. No similar laws exist to protect the moraine, although the province's natural 
resources ministry is considering the idea -- one of three options for controlling 
development and protecting the environment outlined in a study completed in 
December. Now Oak Ridges 6,000 residents live in 2,000 housing units. The 
proposed development would bring the total to 24,000 in 7,500 single-family homes, 
multi-storey rows of townhouses and apartment buildings. 

extracted from an article by Brian McAndrew in THE TORONTO ST AR, Feb. 13, 1995 C> 

Toronto native 

DUTCHMAN'S BREECHES 

from TFN 
photo 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

VILLAGE PROPOSED FOR SCARBOROUGH 

An 81-hectare chunk of former industrial land in the southeast end of Scarborough is 
set to become the Port Union village community, which could eventually contain about 
2,000 homes. The Ontario Municipal Board has given its approval for development to 
begin at the site, once home to asbestos pipe manufacturer Johns-Manville and other 
companies. The area is mainly south of Lawrence A venue near Port Union Road and 
stretches south to a CN Rail line and Lake Ontario. The "real plum" of the new 
community is that it contains the only part of Scarborough waterfront that isn't bluffs. 
However, to open the community to the waterfront, an extensive tunnel beneath the 
rail lines is being considered. Developers should be starting to presell homes in the 
next couple of months and shovels could be turned on roads and sewers by summer. 
The site also contains an eight-hectare asbestos landfill site that has been declared safe 
by the province. Asbestos is "inert" when buried. 

extracted from an article by Vanessa Ring in the REAL ESTATE NEWS, Feb. 3, 1995 

TOWNHOUSE PROJECT SET 

A controversial resort-style townhouse community around the Rouge Hills GO Transit 
station in east-end Scarborough has been approved by the Ontario Municipal Board. 
The board decision assures that any pollution remaining from the years of industrial 
use will be cleaned up prior to development. Building density has been pared down to 
a maximum of 2,500 residential units from a proposed 6,000 on the 100 hectares at 
the foot of Port Union Road. Maximum building heights will not exceed four storeys. 
More than three hectares have been set aside for park or common and two trail 
systems are being built along the lake. The plan is to open the lakefront to the public 
along Port Union through the common and right out into the lake by a permanent pier. 
Boutiques and other retailers would add tourist interest. A marine museum has also 
been proposed. Construction on the first stages of the townhouse development is 
expected to begin this year. 

extracted from an article by Sterling Taylor in THE TORONTO STAR, Jan. 19, 1995 

Warning screech above 
the gently nodding cattails. 
red-winged blackbirds' turf. 

E> 

haiku by 
J. Kenneth Cook 
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IN nIE lIDIS (cont'd) 

A GOOD TIME FOR VIRUSES 

Viruses are, unlike humans, bacteria and other living creatures, not composed of cells. 
They are really no more than floating bits of genetic material. To multiply, a virus 
must find an accommodating cell and hijack its biological machinery to make more 
copies of itself. This entanglement with host cells makes viruses very hard to kill 
without murdering the host as well. Viruses don't attack humans in any grand design. 
Most of them awake only when provoked by human hands or technological advances. 
By invading rain forests, building megacities and inducing climatic change (ultraviolet 
light can activate some viruses), modem man has accelerated viral traffic to such a 
degree that it is a good time for viruses. The emerging viruses are surfacing from 
ecologically damaged parts of the Earth. In a sense the Earth is mounting an immune 
response against the human species. We live in evolutionary competition with 
microbes. There is no guarantee that we will be the survivors. 

adapted from an article by Andrew Nikiforuk in THE GLOBE AND MAIL, Feb. 11, 1995 

URBAN COYOTES AND OTHER TAil.,S 

Dump-truck drivers carting fill to the Leslie Street Spit were among the first to report 
th~ presence of coyotes along the central water-front, about two years ago. Officials 
with the Metro Toronto Conservation Authority didn't believe the reports at first. Then 
th~y w~nt an~ saw for themselves. They found one pair of coyotes denning on the 
spit, with a ht~er of three pups. They went back one night and tried to howl up the 
coyotes. Replies emerged both from the spit and from the industrial lands just north. 
Coyotes are common in the suburbs although they are most often seen dead at the 
side of the road. 

extracted from an article by John Barber in THE GLOBE AND MAIL, Feb. 3, 1995 t> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

NEAR EXTINCTION 

Cod in Canada's Atlantic waters -- once considered one of the world's greatest fishing 
grounds -- is now commercially extinct, according to the latest government figures. 
The stock of fish has continued a precipitous decline despite a ban on cod fishing 
there since 1992. Fisheries Minister Brian Tobin says over-exploitation, changing 
habitat and predatory seals may have caused the stock to decline from 400,000 tonnes 
in 1990, to just 2,700 tonnes in 1994. 

from "Eanhweek" by Steve Neuman in THE GLOBE AND MAIL, Feb. 11, 1995 

PACIFIC FISHERY FACING COLLAPSE, REPORT WARNS 

The Pacific fishery is headed the way of the devastated Atlantic industry unless the 
fleets are radically curbed and forced to pay for intense conservation measures, a new 
report on the industry by the David Suzuki Foundation, an independent think-tank, 
says. The commercial fishing fleets that harvest British Columbia's coasts should be 
reduced by 50 per cent, the use of gill nets, which snare all kinds of fish, should be 
outlawed and sport fishing should be sharply reduced in the Strait of Georgia off 
Vancouver, the report recommends. The Georgia Strait chinook salmon fishery has 
collapsed to 20 per cent of what it was in 1980. The report says that to pay for 
sharply increased research and monitoring, the fishing industry should pay a tax on 
each fish, much like the forest industry's stumpage fee on each tree cut. Portions of 
the coastal fishery remain extremely profitable. The herring season lasts only 15 
minutes in some areas and boats still make million-dollar catches. Competition is so 
intense, however, that fishermen are leaving too few fish to breed replacements. The 
Fisheries Council of B.C., representing the major fish-processing firms, endorses 
increased monitoring and a smaller fleet, but added that a fish tax would work only if 
the money went to the Fisheries Department. 

adapted from an article by Ross Howard in THE GLOBE AND MAIL, Feb. I, 1995 

AND THEN THERE WAS THE GREAT LAKES FISHERY! 

"Wilmot Creek which enters Lake Ontario at Newcastle was, in early times, 
famous for salmon, great numbet;s of which frequented it every autumn for 
the purpose of spawning. With nets and spears, over 1,000 being often 
caught in the course of one night •••• Atlantic salmon have been absent 
from Lake Ontario since just before the turn of the century." 

extracted fran FISHE.5 OF CNI'ARIO by H.H. Macl<ay, Ontario Departlnent of Lands and Forests, 1%3 

C 

Willow preening leans 
to admire her April gold. 
River a mirror. 

haiku by Arthur Wade 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
April 1994, Toronto 

We had mild, sunny, but somewhat stormy weather this April. Although we had the 
most sun since 1985 and it was about a degree warmer than the long-term average, we 
still had the heaviest April snowstorm since 1979 and as many as six days of thunder. 
Winds were relatively high: the highest since 1988 at Toronto Island (but still below 
the long-term average, as they have been every month since 1991 !); and the highest 
since 1982 at Pearson. 

The first part of April was chilly and unsettled. Thunder on the evening of April 2nd 
was followed by a snowstorm on April 6th. This whitened the ground for a couple ·of 
days in winter-weary Toronto. The cold didn't last, and it got mild and showery 
again. A spell of almost continuous sunshine ensued from April 19th to 24th, with 
temperatures eventually reaching the mid-twenties. The last week of April was again 
unsettled and mainly warm, although the frontal zone did slide back and forth across 
southern Ontario; ice pellets fell as late as April 28th. All in all, a month with good 
variety. 

THE COMMON 
EVENING-PRIMROSE, 
a Toronto native, 
has been found 
growing in all six 
watersheds in Metro 
as well as lakeshore 
locations. 

Dra-wing is 
by Wilma Be 11 • 

Gavin Miller □ 
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COMING EVENTS 
Toronto Ornithological Club - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks - aimed at 

the intermediate birder, but beginners are also welcome. Free. 
• Spring Migration at the Leslie St. Spit with Hugh Currie -

Sat. April 29 from 8 am (all day). Meet at the foot of Leslie St. 
Bring a lunch. 

Toronto Entomologists' Association meeting - Sat. April 22 at 1 pm in the 
lecture room of the McLaughlin Planetarium. For further information 
call Alan Hanks at 905-727-6993. 

Mycological Society of Toronto meetings and forays - for details call 
HI-FUNGI. 

Friends of the Don East York/Todmorden Mills Wildflower Preserve -
workday and cleanup on Earth Day (April 22), all day from 10 am. 
Bring work gloves and wear sturdy footwear. Everybody welcome. 
Meet at Todmorden Mills on Pottery Road in the Don Valley. 

Task Force to Bring Back the Don - tree and shrub planting event -
April 29 at 10 am at the Bloor Bayview ramp of the Don Valley Parkway. 
For more information call 392-1255. 
• Earth Day walk in the Don Valley - Meet at the Broadview subway 

station at 12 noon on April 22. 

Friends of the Don Headwaters - meetings and other events being planned . 
Members wanted. Call Michael White at 993-9490 or Gavin Miller at 
921- 9305 for more information. 

Save the Rouge Valley System - monthly walks held in the Rouge Valley. 
Call 289-6643 for more information. 

Black Creek Project - for information about meetings and work parties 
call 661-6600, extension 345. 

The Nature of Schoolyards: Planked, Paved or Plowed - an exhibition 
based on the Toronto Board of Education's historical collections, 
showing how schoolyards have changed over the past century and what 
was taught in early nature study and environmental education classes 
- April 18, 1995 to March 1996 in the Education Centre, 155 College St., 
1st floor, Board Anteroom. 

High Park Earth Day Celebrations - displays, walks,etc. from 12 noon to 
5 pm at Colborne Lodge. A walk will be led by a member of TFN from 
the Bloor St. entrance (opposite High Park Ave.) at 1~30 pm~ April 22 . 

Friends of the Don East York - cleanup in Crothers Woods on April 22 at 
9: 30 am with Margaret Casey. Meet at the corner of Millwood Rd . and 
Overlea Blvd. Wear work boots and bring work gloves . 

t> 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Canadian Wildflower Society - Annual Spring Wildflower Sale - April 15 
at 10 am at the Civic Garden Centre, 777 Lawrence Ave. East. 

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch - March 1 to May 15 at Beamer Memorial 
Conservation Area on Ridge Rd. above the escarpment at Grimsby. 
one of the best spring viewing spots for migrant hawks in Ontario. 
better days are when winds are southerly.) 

Society of Ontario Nut Growers auction - April 22 at the Civic Garden 
Centre, 777 Lawrence Ave. East from 1 pm to 4 pm. (All sorts of nut 
trees, nut seeds, nuts for eating, nut lore, crafts, books,and baked 
goods will be offered for sale.) 

The Kortright Centre presents 'Wildlife -- yours to recover' - April 9 
from 10 am to 4 pm. Program includes three presentations: 11:30 am -
The status and conservation of Ontario bird populations; 12:30 pm - The 
rare plant communities of Ontario; 2 pm - The status and conservation 
of Ontario reptiles and amphibians. Admission: $4.25 for adults. 

10,000 Trees for the Rouge Valley - sixth annual planting - April 23 from 
9 am until all the trees are planted just north of Finch Ave. on the 
Scarborough-Pickering Town Line. Bring a bucket and spade, gloves, 
sun protection and/or waterproof boots. For more information call the 
volunteer coordinator, Christine Foster at 416-264-4081. 

I.., 

Earth Day 25 - April 22 - a time to celebrate our year-long environmental ~• l 
achievements, assess our progress and launch new environmental initiatives -ii 

[Watch the newspapers for special events.) •~• !,S.J 
National Wildlife Week - beginning April 9 - a time to increase awareness i ~ , 

and promote public participation in wildlife conservation in Canada. ~ ,,

1 
[See the Kortright Centre notice above.] • r ~·i j I ~ii 

Arbour Week - beginning April 30 - a time to promote the tradition of 
planting and maintaining trees to ensure the health of our community 
environment. [Watch the newspapers for special events.) 

Thickson~ Woods for spring migrants - April 29 to May 22 from 7 am to 
10:30 am.on weekends. To raise money to continue the project to save 
this woodlot at the south end of Thickson's Road in Whitby, coffee 
and donuts and T-shirts and raffle tickets will be for sale at the 
entrance to the woods. Call 905-725-2116 for more information. 

Don Valley Brick Works - tours etc. - Sat. April 8. Call 778-2020 or 
661-6600 for details. 
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Recommended TV watching - Discovery Channel - Twits and Fishers at 4:30 pm 
to 5 pm on Tuesdays or 9 pm to 9:30 pm on Thursdays; also,the Nature Nut 
with John Acorn at 8:30 pm to 9 pm on Mondays. 
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