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TFN MEETINGS 
Sunday, December 3, 1995 - THE ROUGE PARK 

at 2:30 pm 

in the Northrop Frye Hall 
Victoria University 

73 Queen's Park Cres. East 

an illustrated talk by Gordon Weeden, 
manager of the Rouge Park Alliance. 
The recently created Rouge Park is being managed by a 
partnership of representatives from a number of 
government departments and citizens groups. A number 
of subcoomi ttees have been fonned to develop a plan 
for the park. Bring your questions and be ready to 
voice your concerns about the park. 

+ "social hour" starting at2 pm with free 
coffee and juice. 

+ TFN memberships and publications (including 
back issues of the Ontario Field Biologist) 
will be for sale, starting at 2 pm . 

+ "Always Alice" cards will be for sale. For 
custom or individual cards, call TFN member, 
Alice Mandryk, at 416-767-6149 • 

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, January 28, 1996 
..,.( 

At this meeting Aleta Karstad, author of "A place to walk" 
(see review on page 13) will be our speaker. 

,·, Northrop Frye Hall is booked for another event on Feb. 4 so our "February" meeting is 
being held in late January this year. 

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETTER! 

Requested: essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 
300 words), poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings. 

Subjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, 
especially reports of personal experiences with wildlife. 

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions 
can be acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and 
date of each clipping. 

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at 
least six weeks before the month in which the event is to take place. 

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists 
20 College St., Unit 11 
Toronto, Ont. MSG 1K2 

Newsletter Committee members: Helen Juhola, Diana Banville, Jenny 
Bull, Eva Davis, Nancy Fredenburg, Eileen Mayo, Joan O'Donnell, 
Toshi Oikawa. 
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TFN OUTINGS 
REMEMBER: children and visitors are welcome on all outings but, please, NO PETS! 

To get to outings on time, check TTC routes and schedules by calling 393-4636. 

Check the weather by calling 6.61-0123 so you'll know what to wear on outings 
which go rain or shine. 

Saturday 
Dec. 2 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
Dec. 3 
2:30 

Tuesday 
Dec . 5 
10:30 am 

ferry 
$ tickets 

Saturday 
Dec . 9 
l: 15 pm 

ferry 
$ tickets 

Sunday 
Dec. 10 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
Dec. 13 
11 am 

UNDERGROUND DOWNTOWN - nature arts 
Leader: Alf Buchanan 

Toronto 

Meet at the turnstiles in the subway station at King St . 
and Yonge St. 
We will be trying to capture the gentre with pen, ink and camera. Bring 
your supplies (stools and lunch optional). 

TFN MEETING (See page 2.) 

TORONTO ISLANDS - nature walk lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: George Bryant 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. Bring lunch. 
Unlike inland ponds and streams, lake Ontario does not often freeze over, 
leaving open water and feeding opportunities for ducks, geese, swans and 
gulls. As well the open water is appreciated by land birds which skulk 
in the isl.and shrubbery. Dress wannly for this outing. Bring bi.mculars. 

TORONTO ISLANDS - nature photography lakeshore, Toronto 
Leaders: Morris Sorensen & Starr Whitmore 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. 
Bring camera and tripod and hot drink and dress wannly. This is a chance 
to get some really good cold weather pictures. Instruction will be provided 
to those who want it. Plenty of views as well as nature subjects for close 
photography. 

HUMBER VALLEY - nature walk 
Leader: David Orsini 

Humber, York 

Meet on the north side of Dundas St. West at Howland Ave. 
just east of the Humber River. 
This is the third in a seriesof walks to explore the Humber and its 
tributaries. 

HIGH PARK - nature walk Toronto 
Leader: Pat Jones 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. West 
opposite High Park Ave. Bring lunch. 
A big park (300+ acres),with its gently rolling hills, winding paths and 
pond provides habitat for irany species of birds and mamnals throughout the 
year. Bring your bi.mculars and ootebook and dress wannly. 

t> 
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If in doubt, call the weather number 661-0123 before getting ready . 

FOR ENJOYMENT OF WINTER OUTINGS 

peaked woolly cap with ear llllffs 

waterproof boots 

thick socks 

sun glasses, if desired 

theI11Ds for 
hot drink 

mittens over gloves 

layered clothing 

waterproof ootebook 

t> 
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TFN DECEMBER OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
Dec. 16 
10:30 am 

ferry 
$ tickets 

Sunday 
Dec. 17 
2 pm 

Tuesday 
Dec. 19 
10:30 am 

$ entry 
fee 

Saturday 
Dec . 23 
1:30 pm 

Tuesday 
Dec. 26 
l pm 

TORONTO ISLANDS - birds lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Carol Sellers 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. 
Bring lunch, binoculars and warm clothing. Toronto Harbour provides a 
sheltered place for ducks, geese and gulls to feed and loaf during the 
colder roonths of the year. Also the islands' lagoons provide even 11Dre 
shelter for land birds who need water to drink. 

CUDMORE CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Helen Mills 

Don tributary, East York 

Meet at the southeast corner of Eglinton Ave. East and Redpath 
Ave. 
This is another joint outing with the North Toronto Green Comrunity to 
look at another "lost" tributary of the Don River. Much of the walking 
will be along streets. 

GARDNER MUSEUM - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Leslie Miriylees 
Meet at the entrance to the Gardner Museum across the street 
from the Royal Ontario Museum (Bloor and Avenue Rd.). 
We will be looking at the present exhibitions and choosing a subject that 
will be of interest for sketching in pencil or ink. Stools are provided. 
We will have lunch at Druxy' s at the Royal Ontario Museum and review the 
sketches we have made. 

ETOBICOKE WATERFRONT - nature walk 
Leader: Boris Mather 

waterfront, Etobicoke 

Meet at the northeast corner of the Queensway and Windermere 
Ave . 
This is a joint outing with the Citizens for a Lakeshore Green.ay to 
explore the shoreline from the 11Duth of the Humber River to the rrouth of 
Mirnico Creek. We will be crossing the new pedestrian bridge over the 
Humber and passing the farrous Etobicoke m:>tel strip. 

DON FORKS - nature walk 
Leader: Carol Miller 

Don, East York 

Meet at the southwest corner of Overlea Blvd. and Don Mills 
Rd . 
The Don Valley in this area is very deep and the slopes well forested. 
On our walk you soould see where the East Don, the West Don and Taylor 

· Creek join forces to beccma the ~r Don. -

This long dark tunnel 
December we burrow throu~h 
to reach those bright lights. 

haiku by Arthur Wade 
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TFN JANUARY OUTINGS 

Wednesday 
Jan. 3 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
Jan. 6 
10:30 am 

Thursday 
Jan. 11 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
Jan. 13 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
Jan . 14 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
Jan. 17 
10:30 am 

HUMBER VALLEY - birds Humber, York 
Leader: Barbara Kalthoff 
Meet at the Old Mill subway station. Lunch optional. 
In the winter rronths the birds that stay in our region find food , shelter 
and water in our deep river valleys and wooded ravines. Bring your 
binoculars and a notebook. You'll be surprised how many kinds of birds 
do inhabit our city. 

HARBOURFRONT - nature arts 
Leader: Wilma Bell 

lakeshore 

Meet inside the Harbourfront Terminal Building, at the 
flower shop. 
We will be sketching the harbour fran inside the building. Bring a stool, 
your supplies and llmch is optional. We will look at the sketches we make 
during lunch. 

EARL BALES PARK - nature walk West Don, North York 
Leader : Ann Millett 
Meet at the GQmmunity .Centre at the north end of the park, 
on the east side of Bathurst St . just south of Sheppard Ave. 
West. Bring lunch. 
This very large park has a variety of habitats -- open spaces, forested 
slopes, deep ravines and river edge. In the past this was a favourite 
place to view owls in winter. 

EASTERN BEACH - nature walk 
Leader : Ken Cook 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the southeast corner of Queen St. East and Leslie 
St. Lunch optional. 
This is a joint outing with the Citizens for a Lakeshore Greenway. The 
walk will give us a new view of the lakeshore and some of the problems 
facing those trying to provide a continuous trail close to the water. 

HUMBER VALLEY - nature walk Humber, York 
Leader: Mary Lou Ashbourne & Marj Mossman 
Meet on the north side of Eglinton Ave. West at Emmett Ave. 
This is the 4th in a series of walks to explore the Humber and its 
tributaries. Some steep hill climbing involved on this walk. 

NORTH YORK CENTRAL LIBRARY - nature arts 
Leader: Diana Banville 

North York 

Meet at the turnstiles in the North York Centre subway 
station. Together we will go to the arts f loor of the library. 
We will look over books on sketching, painting and pootography, aeking 
notes and sketches before viewing the North York Art Gallery. Bring scxne 
of your photographs or drawings. Lunch optional. 

I> 
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JANUARY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Sunday 
Jan . 21 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
Jan . 24 
10: 30 am 

Saturday 
Jan. 27 
10 : 30 am 

Sunday 
Jan . 28 
2 : 30 pm 

Tuesday 
Jan. 30 
11 am 

MUD CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Gavin Miller 

Don tribuary, Toronto 

Meet at the southeast corner of Bathurst St. and Fairlawn Ave . 
This walk is a joint outing with the North Toronto Green Camunity. 
We will be looking for traces of this "lost" tributary of the Don River. 

LANES OF LEASIDE - nature walk 
Leader: Jo Croft 

East York 

Meet at the southeast corner of Bavview Ave . and Sutherland 
Dr. Morning only. 
This will be a brisk walk through an urban neighbourhood UDknown to many 
people. 

BIRKDALE RAVINE - nature walk Highland Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Karin Fawthrop 
Meet at the ravine entrance on the west side of Brimley Rd. 
between Lawrence Ave. East and Ellesmere Rd. Morning only, 
Plenty of trees and shrubs in the park and bird feeders in adjacent back 
yards make this area a good place to observe birds in winter. Bring 
binoculars and notebook. 

TFN FEBRUARY MEETING (See page 2.) 

WEST ALONG THE BOARDWALK - nature walk lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Margaret Canning 
Meet at the southeast corner of Queen St. East and Neville 
Park Blvd. Bring lunch. 
Even in winter beaches can be fun to walk along. As well as waterfowl to 
observe there may be ice ~ormations and fine views of the city to the west. 

D 

At the foot of a 
yellow-birch, Mary 

Cumming made this 
drawing in the core 

woods of Metro 
Zoo, on a TFN 

nature arts 
outing. 

The root system 
of this Toronto 
native is deep 

and wide
spreading. 

' Ref. R.C.Hosie, NATIVE 'mEFS OF CJ,N!,J)A 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

This month's Report is a reflection on changes that the TFN has 
undergone in the two decades or so that I have been involved with 
the club. Although some of these observations arise from 
discussions with board members and others who have been active over 
the years, they are for the most part subjective impressions of 
dubious reliability, and I invite those with diverging impressions 
to set me right. 

The TFN's activities fall under a number of headings: the 
newsletter, monthly meetings, outings, special projects, advocacy 
and so on. Since I'm confining myself to subjective impressions 
here, I will leave discussion of the newsletter for another 
occasion on which back issues might systematically be perused. 
Things have been moving in opposite directions for meetings and 
outings. Attendance at monthly meetings has, as a long-term trend, 
been declining since the 1970s when we could, as I recall, pack the 
OISE Auditorium. In those days there were also regular meetings of 
groups with special interest in birds, botany, ecology and so on. 
The bird group in particular got good turn-out to its meetings. 
However, as attendance at the special interest group meetings 
dwindled, they soon became no longer worth the (very considerable) 
effort they took to organize. 

By contrast, the TFN offers at least as many outings as ever, and 
at a greater range of times than ever. The crowds that show up for 
outings continue to grow. Indeed, in some cases the outings have 
become--as the cliche goes--"victims of their own success". Some 
leaders, overwhelmed by the assembled multitudes, have been known 
to call for less publicity! A better strategy is for leaders to 
bring along (or if necessary, conscript on the spot) others 
familiar with the place and with natural history who can act as co
leaders. Then the crowd can be split into more manageable groups. 
The problem is real, because a nature walk is, for all involved, 
more satisfactory the more quiet and intimate it is. A mass march 
through bosky dale and dappled glade, marshalled with fife, drum 
and bullhorn, is hardly the best way to commune with nature and 
learn the secrets of wild things. The challenge for the leader is 
to make that quiet, intimate experience come off when three or four 
times the expected number of people materialize. 

I don't have a clear impression of why TFN outings are increasing 
in popularity. Some are publicized more widely than in the past, 
but leaders report that relatively few of those who attend seem to 
be non-members. There may be a perception (accurate or not) that 
natural areas in the city are increasingly unsafe to venture into 
alone. It may also be that an increasing proportion of TFN members 
are newcomers to the city unfamiliar with its natural areas, or are 
new or casual naturalists seeking a gentle introduction to natural 
history before striking out on their own. 

I> 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT (cont'd) 

My sense is that the TFN's activities in the areas of projects and 
advocacy have declined in recent years, though they have by no 
means ceased. The reasons for these two declines are different, but 
in some ways related. By projects, I mean anything from research 
publications to maintenance and construction of nature reserve 
facilities. I am always a little embarrassed that naturalist clubs 
in smaller centres, with much smaller membership bases, seem to 
accomplish proportionately much more than the TFN when it comes to 
these sorts of projects. My sense is that to a large extent, this 
is due precisely to the TFN's urban situation. The city is full of 
distractions; members are spread thin and over-committed. Not only 
does this mean that members have limited time to put into TFN 
projects, the time they do have tends not to overlap. The problem 
is not a lack of volunteers, the problem is finding people with the 
time and energy to undertake the enormously frustrating task of 
attempting to organize the joint efforts of volunteers, all of whom 
have busy and conflicting schedules. As a result, those who do 
volunteer may justly feel neglected and unneeded. Organizers have 
a hard enough time organizing themselves, much less anyone else. 
This certainly goes for me. 

Another factor that goes along with a large naturalist base is the 
tendency of those with a high level of expertise in or enthusiasm 
for a particular area of natural history to gravitate to more 
specialized organizations. Thus we have organizations devoted to 
ornithology, botany, entomology, mycology, the protection of 
various watersheds, and so on. Many of those in more specialized 
organizations and/or in professional nature-related careers are 
"graduates" of the TFN. Some of these organizations may have 
existed 20 years ago, but their importance has clearly grown in the 
past decade or so. This has, I conjecture, resulted in a 
corresponding shift in the TFN's own identity. The TFN now 
specializes in non-specialization: it serves a more generalist 
amateur constituency. Recall my last point about the increasing 
popularity of outings. 

Inevitably, this change is reflected in the number and kind of 
projects that the club undertakes. As government organizations-
under the inf 1 uence of values long prornulga ted by the TFN and 
staffed by graduates of the TFN and like groups--increasingly took 
an interest in urban natural history, the publication of natural 
history inventories undertaken by amateurs came to seem a little 
redundant. Whether this will continue in the present economic and 
political climate is doubtful, so the TFN may have to take back 
some of that research role. 

This brings us to advocacy. When Toronto the Green was published in 
the 1970's, the TFN was a lonely voice for nature in the city. 
Since then, the kinds of values the TFN had been advocating has 
seeped into the public discourse. This means a lower profile for 
the TFN as an advocacy group. The formal role of the TFN as an 
organization in initiatives such as those of the Don Watershed Task 

=,,. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT (cont'd) 

Force has been relatively modest (though many TFN members, wearing 
various hats, have been involved). Where the TFN still has a vital 
role to play is in monitoring what happens on the ground, in 
checking to see if the day-to-day activities of public agencies 
match their greener rhetoric. 

Allan Greenbaum 
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AT NORTH YORK CENTRAL LIBRARY, the TFN Nature Arts outings participants 
study books on painting, drawing and photography. Mary Cumming took 
time out to draw her fellow library-users. 

□ 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 

October 1995 

I was walking in a "renaturalizing" area in West Dea~Park when I came upon a grove 
of planted spruce. As I entered a very small clearing ringed with these trees, I froze. 
I was in the midst of a small flock of Golden-winged Warblers. There were at least 
five, possibly seven. The trees were about 15 feet high but the little guys were 
passing in front of my eyes, behind my head and just over top of me. I was in 
essence an honorary member of the lunch party. I studied not only their field marks, 
I studied each feather. They were too close for binoculars to focus on. I watched 
them gleaning small insects from each spruce needle, fluttering, hovering, flitting back 
and forth. I didn't want to, but eventually had to leave. Since I was leaving, I 
decided to see how close I could get. One came quite close and I slowly approached 
even closer. I looked at it, it looked at me and with that reassuring little tilt of his 
head, I sensed he was saying: "There's plenty here for all of us pal, pull up a branch." 
It was kind of special to me. Dare I say that two days later I observed a young Sharp 
Shinned Hawk perched about 15 feet up checking out some Kinglets in the same 
grove. Life goes on. 

PRINCE Is 
FEATHER is one of 
the names given 
to this plant of 
the buckwheat 
family with the 
huge valentines 
for leaves. It's ./ "\. 
a name it shares ~~ -----~ 
with some _ ~ 
amaranths. 
more 
distinctive 
name is 
KISS-ME-
OVER-THE
GARDEN-
GATE, 
earned 
when it 
grows high 
over the 
fence and 
blooms in 

A 

long, pink 
drooping racemes. 
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I I ' 

(Its origin 
is Asia -
a garden
escape in 
Toronto,) 

Ken Cook 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (Cont'd) 

October 16, 1995 

Re Preventing birds hitting windows: If you tack long thin streamers, cut from green 
plastic bags, to the top side of the outside of windows during migration season, birds 
will be warned and are not likely to smash into a window. The streamers are almost 
constantly moving. Birds seem to be alerted and diverted. The streamers actually 
give a pleasant sense of aliveness looked at from within your house or cottage. 

Kittie Fells 

silhouette 
by Mary Smith 

O' 

THE EUROPEAN 
BEECH 

is often grown 
in Toronto's 
cemeteries and 
in some public 
places here. 
Bronze, cut
leaved and 
pendulous 
varieties are 
encountered. 
Typical leaves 
are not as 
slender or as 
sharply-toothed 
as the American 
Beech native to 
Toronto. 

Ref.: TREE 
LEAVES 

by Morsink and 
Smith, 1973.. 
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FOR READING 
A PLACE TO WALK: A NATURALIST'S JOURNAL OF THE LAKE ONTARIO 
WATERFRONT TRAIL by Aleta Karstad, published by Natural Heritage/Natural 
History Inc., 1995 (152 pages, colour and black and white illustrations, list of 
Lakeshore marshes, maps, index) 

My first idea was to have someone else to review this book; however, my fascination 
with the Lake Ontario shoreline meant that I had to read the book first. To my 
surprise I couldn't put it down. I had explored many of the areas visited by the author 
and her family. Of course, their interests were more scientific than mine. They were 
studying the amphibians and reptiles and invertebrates along the route. l had been 
looking for places that could possibly be called natural or historic landscapes. The 
results were the same. We both found a fascinating but depleted landscape. The 
author sketched, photographed, took notes and collected specimens; I took 
photographs. Her travels took place during all hours of the day and night during one 
long summer; mine had taken place over many years and in all seasons. Hers was by 
car, bicycle, canoe and on foot; mine was mostly by public transit and on foot. One 
of the really interesting aspects of this book is the beautiful drawings, especially those 
of snails, clams and crayfish with accompanying notes -- part of natural history not 
found in any other guide to this area. As a result of reading this book I found myself 
looking closely at the shoreline debris on a recent trip to Lake Huron. l was even able 
to find and identify zebra mussels. This book with its detailed descriptions of the 
flora and fauna and sketches of scenery provides a very important record of what the 
Lake Ontario shoreline of the 1990s is like. I think it will become a classic reference 
just like Mrs Si111cue's Dimy. ln 1793 Elizabeth Simcoe wrote: "The water in the Bay 
is beautifully clear and transparent." In 1995, Aleta Karstad writes: "The water was 
green and the visible bottom was broken rock felted with green algae." What will 
Lake Ontario be like in another 200 years? Read this book and wonder' 

Helen Juhola 

I . I , 
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FOR READING (Cont'd) 

THE LAST OF THE CURLEWS by Fred Bodsworth, Counterpoint, Washington, DC, 
1954/95. Includes Foreword, Epilogue and Afterword. 5" x 7", 192 pages, 
$15.00. 

Thanks to the book editor of The Globe and Mail for placing Last of the 
Curlews on the "editor's choice" list (October 21st). First published 
in 1954, it has never been out of print, and has been translated into 
many languages. A new hardcover issue has just been released, with the 
fanfare it so richly deserves. The book's central character is a lone 
Eskimo curlew, a shorebird, whose migration takes it from the Arctic to 
Patagonia. When I first read it, I was blown away (no pun intended). 

The author, Fred Bodsworth (a Torontonian), is also responsible for 
such literary masterpieces as The Strange One, The Sparrow's Fall, and 
The Atonement of Ashley Morden. The latter novel illustrates the 
futility of war, and features the enchanting Lilka Frahm, one of the 
most independent female characters I've come across in literature. One 
can only hope that these books will be resurrected from their out-of
print status. 

adapted from a letter by Anne Hansen to the editor of lliE GLOBE AND MAIL, October 21, 1995 t> 
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FOR READING (Cont'd) 

A LIFE WITH BIRDS: PERCY A TAVERNER, CANADIAN ORNITHOLOGIST, 1875-1947 
by John Cranmer-Byng, a special issue of The Canadian Field-Naturalist 
available from the Business Manager, The Canadian Field-Naturalist, Box 
35069, Westgate P.O., Ont. KlZ 1A2; cost $25.00 (hard cover) or $10.00 
(soft cover) plus $2.50 postage and handling. 

From 1911 to 1942 Percy Taverner was Ornithologist at The National 
Museum of Natural Sciences in Ottawa, now called The Canadian Museum of 
Nature. He laid the foundations of scientific ornithology in Canada by 
building up the necessary collections of birds at the museum, and 
studying their distribution, working through a network of people who 
co l lected specimens and gathered ornithological information from across 
the country. He was a leading advocate of the need for conservation and 
wild bird protection, and played a major role, through his research and 
recommendations, in the creation of a National Park at Point Pelee and 
bird sanctuaries along the north shore of the Gulf of St . Lawrence and ,,.. 
at Perce Rock and Bonaventure Island off the south coast of the Gaspe 
Peninsula. 

Perhaps Taverner ' s most far-reaching contribution was an educator of 
public thought. His wide knowledge was passed to the public in his books, 
Birds of Eastern Canada (1919), Birds of Western Canada (1926) and Birds 
of Canada (1934) . He presented scientific information about his birds in 
their many plumages and habitats and at the same time conveyed to the 
reader his own sense of appreciation of the birds he was describing . In 
this way he helped to make the study of birds and their habitats popular 
recreation . He was an active council member of the Ottawa Field
Naturalists' Club and an influential Associate Editor and frequent 
contributor to The Canadian Field-Naturalist. Throughout his life and 
career, his consistent devotion to the study of birds and their behaviour , 
hi s achievements and difficulties at the National Museum, his bird 
expeditions to different parts of Canada, and his family life, show a 
warm- hearted person with a sense of humour who was a tireless writer of 
letters to his many friends and colleagues. 

a release from the Canadian Field-Naturalist 

HOW ELEGANT! 

You really think you've been places 
with "loments" on your shoe-laces . 

□ 

(Want to play? Rhymes have always been good memory-triggers . What 
would we do without "Thirty days hath September .•• "? Care to submit 
some rhymes for remembering terms in your favourite natural history 
s ubject? "Loment" is in the dictionary, if yoti'te still "stuck" -
like the tick-trefoil that inspired the rhyme.) DB 
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COMMON SENSE AND THE NIAGARA ESCARPMENT 

The ongoing struggle to protect the Niagara Escarpment has recently 
included a number of modest successes. For example, the Niagara 
Escarpment was designated as a World Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO, and 
the Niagara Escarpment Plan was substantially amended and strengthened 
by the Ontario government last year. The Ontario legislature also 
passed Bill 62 which prohibits new landfills within the Niagara 
Escarpment area. More recently, an Ontario Court judge has upheld the 
environmental protection mandate of the Niagara Escarpment Commission. 

These successes, however, may be short-lived. The present government is 
reportedly considering a number of retrogressive changes to the Niagara 
Escarpment regulatory regime. While details remain sketchy at this time, 
the government appears to be favouring clearly unacceptable options, 
such as: 
• the abolition of the NEC, and the repeal of the Niagara Escarpment 

Planning and Development Act; 
• the delegation of development control powers to municipalities within 

the Plan area; 
• the transfer of Niagara Escarpment responsibility to the Ministry of 

Municipal Affairs, and the dismantling of the Niagara Escarpment Unit 
within the Ministry of Environment and Energy. 

If implemented, these and other rumoured changes will undoubtedly open 
the door to unsustainable development and incompatible land uses across 
the length and breadth of the Niagara Escarpment. While the present 
government prides itself on its "common sense", there can be little 
doubt that the demise of Niagara Escarpment safeguards is completely 
nonsensical and contrary to the public interest. Abolishing or gutting 
the NEC, the Plan, or the Act will result in significant adverse 
ecological, social, and economic costs. The Niagara Escarpuent is an 
irreplaceable and internationally significant treasure that must not be 
destroyed or degraded. 

The Plan was originally adopted with three party support in 1985. Now, 
a decade later, the threat to the long-term protection of the Niagara 
Escarpment has never been greater. The time has come for the present 
government to openly state its intentions: will it declare war on the 
Niagara Escarpment, or will it exercise common sense and protect the 
Niagara Escarpment? 

Your help is urgently required to ensure that the government decides to 
protect the Niagara Escarpment by maintaining and improving the current 
safeguards. Time is short: please write, phone, and fax Premier Harris, 
Environment Minister Brenda Elliott, your MPP, and join the Coalition 
on the Niagara Escarpment in demanding strong protection of the Niagara 
Escarpment, Premier Michael Harris, Room 281, Legislative Building, 
Queen's Park, Toronto, Ont. M7A lAl, Fax: 416-325-3745; The Hon. Brenda 
Elliott'," Minister of Environment and Energy, 135 St. Clair Ave. W., 
Toronto, Ont. M4V lPS, Fax: 416-323-4682 

an article by Richard D. Lindgren in Coalition on the Niagara Escarµnent Newsletter #43, 
Fall 1995 

ZJ 
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PROJECTS 

PUTTING A NAME TO A STREAM 

A stream is a stream. Why bother with names? Because the names of many of the 
streams in the Don River watershed reflect the historic development of the region. 
Stream names provide a sense of place and instill a sense of community. The 
nameless watercourse may easily be considered a "ditch", and few care what happens 
to a ditch. The Don Watershed Regeneration Council, fonned by the Metropolitan 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (MTRCA) early in 1995, does care about 
those nameless watercourses. 

The Heritage Names and Trails Committee, one of four committees fanned by the 
Council, is working to identify nameless streams, collect historical infom1ation, 
recommend names and identify streams that have one name in one municipality and a 
different name downstream. Local heritage groups have been contacted to provide 
historical information, and newspaper ads will ask residents for assistance. 
Recommended names will be submitted to the Geographic Names Branch of the 
Ministry of Natural Resources. Following the submission, the Council will 

~ recommend that the stream names be posted at major roads and/or along trails to 
V create awareness and encourage stewardship. For more infonnation, contact lan 

Deslauriers of the heritage Names and Trails Committee, MTR CA, 416-661-6600, ext. 
297. 

extracted from BRING BACK THE DON SEASO~AL UPDATE. Fall/Winter 199:-/96 

JOlN THE CLEAN-UP TEAM 

The Task Force to Bring Back the Don's Clean-Up Team is continuing its impressive 
work removing garbage from the river and valley. They go out every weekend and 

~ are always looking for help' So think about trying something different this weekend. 
V Call 416-392-0401 for infonnation. Hip-waders are provided. 

extracted from BRING BACK TBE DON SEASONAL UPDATE~ Fall/Winter 1995/96 

BIRD BOOKS AND OTHER NATURAL HISTORY BOOKS FOR SALE! 

We have a large selection of used, antiquarian and new natural history 
books for sale to Toronto Field Naturalist members. These books are 
on display throughout the year by appointment only. We also do searches 
for out-of-print and hard to find natural history books. For further 

[> information or a viewing time, please contact Ron Scovell or Joan O'Donnell 
at (416)744-3888 or write to Hillstar Books, 3 Sims Cres., Etobicoke, Ont. 
M9V 2S9. 

C> 
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PROJECTS (cont'd) 

BIRD RESEARCH GRANTS AVAILABLE 

Since 1976, the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Research and 
Preservation has awarded over $235,000 to some 255 bird research and conservation 
projects in every Canadian province, the Northwest Territories, the Caribbean and the 
United States. All projects must be about Canadian birds and take place either in 
Canada or on the wintering grounds or migration routes of Canadian birds. Priority is 
given to projects that enable enthusiastic amateurs and volunteers to put their interest 
to work to support conservation or increase knowledge of birds. 

There are two types of grants: (1) for projects that involve research or education or 
that contribute to preservation of Canadian birds and (2) for a special 5-year program 
( 1993-1997) to initiate and support migration monitoring stations (bird observatories) 
that monitor Canadian birds during their migrations. Individuals and organizations are 
both eligible for support. Most grants have been between $200 and $3000 and they 
average $1000. Grants are awarded annually, but multi-year support will be 
considered. 

Applications must be submitted on fonns available from the Secretary of the Fund. 
~ Requests for application fonns (specify regular grant or migration monitoring station) 
V and additional infonnation should be directed to: David J. T. Hussell , Secretary, James 

L. Baillie Memorial Fund, Canadian Centre for the Study and Preservation of Birds, 
Long Point Bird Observatory, Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1 MO 519-586-
3531 ; Fax: 519-586-3532. Completed fonns must be returned to the Secretary by 27 
January 1996. Faxed applications are not acceptable. Applicants will be infonned 
about grant decisions in April 1996. □ 

TORONTO NATIVE 

WHITE-TAILED DEER FAWN 

ftl1 ~\ 
\ ~\\\~ 

. 
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THE FORESTS FOR TOMORROW COLLECTION AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Remember the Ontario Timber Management Hearings? These public hearings were held from 1988 
to 1992 to discuss the Ministry of Natural Resources' "Class Environmental Assessment for Timber 
Management on Crown Lands in Ontario". Forests for Tomorrow (FFT) was a coalition of 
environmental groups and one of the five major parties focusing on environmental effects of current 
forest practices and alternatives in Ontario. One of the good things to come out of these hearings 
was a collection of resources gathered together through the hard work of the FFT coalition. Many 
people wrestled with whether, how and when logging, pesticide spraying and other activities should 
occur if forest industries are to be sustainable and forests are to be shared with wildlife and other 
'users'. The collection developed as a result of these questions and FFT's proposed answers. The 
collection has been catalogued and a bibliography will soon be produced as a project funded by the 
Richard Ivey Foundation. 

Topics covered by the collection include: 
old growth forests 
forest fire impacts 
clearcutting and other logging methods 
timber management and forest practices 
socio-economic impacts of forest industries and activities 
biodiversity and endangered species 
wildlife, habitat management and forest fisheries 
forest pesticides and herbicides 
forest regeneration including tree planting 
climate change and air pollution effects on forests 
wilderness land use and resource management 
road and other access provision 
public participation in policy and planning decisions 
law, regulation, policy and guideline aspects of most of the above subjects 

An FFT Collection Bibliography of over l,000 items listed by subject and author will soon be 
available from the Resource Library. Through the support of the Richard Ivey Foundation, a limited 
supply of this resource will be distributed over the next few months, on request, to organizations and 

~ 
individuals involved in researching forestry and related issues. For copies of the bibliography or 
to consult on a possible customized bibliography, contact Nicky Davis, FFT collection librarian or 
Mary Vise, CELA librarian at: 
PHONE: ( 416) 960-2284 
ADDRESS: Resource Library for the Environment and the Law, c/o 

Canadian Environmental Law Association 
517 College Street, Suite 401 
Toronto, Ontario M6G 4A2 

FAX: (416) 960-9392 
EMAIL: cela@web.apc.org 

Our thanks to the Richard Ivey Foundation for enabling us to make these resources available to the 
public. c 

mailto:cela@web.apc.org
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IN THE NEWS 
NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS 

Let's spend a little more time forgetting how important we are and take that time to 
experience the wonders of other species. Let's do so with the same sense of pleasure 
we take in our own accomplishments. Is any masterpiece of sculpture more perfect in 
terms of concept and execution than a paper wasps' nest? Let's resolve to take the 
time to contemplate such obvious beauty as an orb weaver's dew-covered web in the 
early morning or a snail's shell. Let's try to enjoy a blackburnian warbler or a budding 
red trillium, or the way sunlight strikes burnished highlights off a crow's plumage on a 
bright day. I resolve to watch snow buntings this winter, to hear chorus frogs this 
spring, to look closely at a chipmunk this summer and to again admire fire-toned 
maple foliage in the fall. And, with luck, I'll see new and wondrous things, as I have 
every year of my life thus far, all end products of billions of years of natural forces at 
work . lt takes quite a bit of both minute and cosmic interplay through those billions 
of years just to produce a singing robin or a coyote trotting across an open field. The 
least we can do is enjoy the results, remembering we're part of those results, but not 
the entirety of them . 

c:,.1racted from Nature Trail by Barry Kent MacKay in THE TORONTO ST AR. l January 1995 t> 

THE SNOW BUNTING 
winters in Toronto Region 
between 
October 17 
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Drawing by Diana 
Banville of mounted 
specimens at the Royal 
Ontario Museum - a 
descending flock. 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

YOUR GREAT LAKE 

On the Toronto waterfront miniature radio transmitters have been attached to the 
shells of five snapping turtles. The transmitters last for a year and a half and allow 
wildlife technicians to track and locate turtles as far as a kilometre away. Snapping 
turtles are very long lived (30 to 90 years), sensitive to environmental change and 
vulnerable to exploitation. Biologists are interested in the population, growth, 
distribution and habitat preferences of these turtles. They are trying to establish a 
baseline understanding of turtle habitat within the Toronto Islands, Tommy Thompson 
Park and the wetlands along the shoreline. Radio transmitters will help to locate 
turtles in the spring when they are nesting and identify the important egg laying 
locations; during the winter to locate turtles under the ice and detennine significant 
hibernation areas. 

extracted from an article by Gord \facPherson (Coordinator of the Coastal Ecology Unit for the 
Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conserntion AuthoritY. 416-661-6600) in BLL'FFS MO:\ITOR. 
September 1995 

LAST BUZZ OF WILD HONEY BEES? 

Researchers predict that two species of mites will annihilate wild honey bees across 
the province by 1998 -- a massacre that's expected to affect fruit and vegetable crops. 
The infestation doesn't affect the quality of the honey. Scientists have developed 
pesticides to control the mites in commercial hives and some fruit growers are 
experimenting with a new highly resistant breed known as Buckfast bees. The 
problem is that a reduction in the number of bees will inhibit the pollination of 
flowers, fruit and seed crops. Fruit such as strawberries, apples and pears could be 
hardest hit. One species of mite first showed up in eastern Ontario in 1988; the other 
arrived in 1993. 

e:\1racted from an article in THE TORONTO ST AR. 22 October 1995 

HOW TO TAKE THE CHILL OFF SNOW 

One of the biggest keys to enjoying any winter activity outdoors is dressing in layers 
properly. First, a layer close to your body to draw away perspiration. Then, a layer 
that will provide an air pocket -- fleece is best as wool gets too wet. Finally, you 
need an outer layer to keep out moisture and the bitter winter wind. 

e:-.-tracted from an article by Robin HarYey in THE TORONTO STAR. 14 October 1995 I> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

RA VINE YIELDS UP GARBAGE 

An incredible amount of junk and litter has been cleaned out of the Ernest Seton Park 
ravine area by volunteers over the past six months. Reportedly, the 1,363 bags of 
garbage, weighing a total of 22 1 /4 tonnes collected, were comprised of some of the 
following: 13 wooden skids, 74 automobile tires, 45 oil filters, eight mattresses, four 
couches, six shopping carts and two steel axles. This is the tally for the period April 
15 to September 24 taken from the area bounded by Don Mills Road to the Overlea 
Bridge and the Leaside Viaduct. Volunteers from the Ministry of Correctional 
Services' Mimico centre and the Temporary Absence program, the East York General 
Emergency Radio Service, scouts, girl guides and the general public worked together 
on this project. The abandoned junk will fill at least 25 loads hauled by Metro Parks. 

an article in THE EAST YORK VOICE. October I 99~ [To get involved, see article on page 17 , ] 

CITY BUYING PIZZA BOSS'S LAND 

The City of Toronto has agreed to buy property belonging to Pizza Pizza president 
Michael Overs beside Grenadier Pond. The price of the property will be determined 
by an arbitrator. The property -- about 1 .2 hectares -- on the west shore of Grenadier 
Pond will be attached to High Park and there is an option to buy another four fifths of 
a hectare. In May, Overs lost one of' several bids to build six large homes on the 
property. His request to create six lots behind a ravine leading to the pond's edge ran 
into strong opposition from neighbours, and the city turned Overs down. Parts of the 
lands are considered ecologically significant. 

e:-.1racted from an article by Peter Small in THE TORO~TO STAR. 20 September I 9ll5 

CONTRIBUTORS OF NEWSLETTER CLIPPINGS: Diana Banville, Sandy Cappell, 
Mary Cumming, Nancy Cumming, Karin Fawthrop, Nancy Fredenburg, 

I> 

Alen McCombie, Eileen Mayo, Grace Somers, Ruth Munson, Mel Whiteside, 
Jim Purnell, Louise Orr, Joan O'Donnell. 

Starling klatsch at dusk, 
much wheezing dissesion but 
as one off they fly! 

Haiku by Arthur Wade 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

NO PICNIC 

A lack of wild berries from a dry, hot summer in Ontario and Quebec caused black 
bears to invade populated areas. A large number of the animals was rounded up in 
Ottawa, Hull, Aylmer, Que., and centres in Manitoba. Bears visited towns in a . 
desperate search for food to fatten for the winter. In the Outaouais region of western 
Quebec, 52 bears have been captured, 10 times the usual number. Another 10 bears 
have been trapped in Ottawa; usually only one is nabbed every year or two. The bears 
have stripped apple trees, rampaged through gardens and snacked on garbage. 

e:'l.'tracted from Di1;est in TIIE GLOBE AND MAIL. 30 September 199:'i 

BA TS FEED ON INSECTS 

Old-growth forests provide critical roosting habitat for bats which tend to search for 
prey over streams and lakes far from their roosting spots in still-standing dead trees, or 
in the tops of old trees with broken tops, cracks and scaling bark. 

extracted from DiKest in TIIE GLOBE AND MAIL. 14 October 199:'-

!> 



TFN 456 - 24 

IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

MEASURING ANTARCTICA'S MELTDOWN 

A British glaciologist says the ice shelves are dissolving much faster than expected. 
David Vaughan of the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) reports that major parts of the 
Larsen Ice Shelf along the east side of the Antarctic Peninsula have melted. Gone is 
the stretch of the shelf that for the last 100 years -- at least -- connected James Ross 
Island with the Antarctic Peninsula. And farther south, an iceberg half the size of 
Prince Edward Island has "calved" itself from the Larsen shelf and is now cruising the 
southern oceans. The continent that has been frozen for 20 million years -- its 
massive ice sheets and glaciers ebbing and flowing within the natural boundaries of 
Earth's fragile climatology -- is undergoing a subtle and persistent rise in temperature . 
"This has been going on since the 1940s." The present mean temperature of the 
Antarctic Peninsula is 2.5 degrees Celsius higher than it was in 1945 . Is global 
warming the reason? Gas content analyses of ice cores suggest huge changes in 
climate between ice ages and interglacial wanning periods. Such climatic variations 
are thought to be governed by Milankovic Cycles, orbital wobbles of the Earth around 
the sun. "In the short tenn (anything from 100 to 10,000 years), the climate system 
may be very sensitive. But it's highly likely that it will eventually get back lo its 
original system. If we're putting CO2 in the air now, it will eventually be 
reincorporated into the oceans. Although the climate may respond drastically in the 
short tenn , it won't stay that way forever." 

e:-..,ractcd from an article by Bruce Dorminey in THE TORO~TO STAR. 30 September 1995 

HOW THE ARCTIC'S BEING POISONED 

The potent insecticide DDT is no longer used in Canada, but still turns up in the fat of 
Arctic polar bears, mink and such fish as the burbot. The pollution begins thousands 
of miles away, in places such as Africa, China and the Philippines. DDT, PCBs and 
other pollutants evaporate in warmer climates and rise to levels in the atmosphere 
where jet streams carry them far from home. Travelling up to 500 kilometres an hour, 
a major air mass may circle the planet eight to IO times a year. In summer, trade 
winds may carry pollutants from the tropics across the equator, north above the 
Pacific and Atlantic oceans and into the Arctic. As the winds hit colder weather, 
condensation brings the toxins back to earth. The pollutants cannot be seen, tasted or 
sme1Jed. Without sophisticated tests, people rarely know they've been exposed. So 
how big is the threat? Chronic exposure to organic po1Jutants may alter human and 
animal development, affect the immune and reproductive systems and induce or 
promote cancers and tumours. Despite the possible dangers, the pollutants in 
Canada's North will not disappear for many years. They are a result of decades of 
pollution around the world that took place before the implications of using the 
organic chemicals were fully recognized. Once released, the chemicals persist in the 

S> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

global environment, resistant to physical, biological or chemical degradation. 
Recovery or cleanup is not possible. And the poisons may continue to spread. Many 
countries still use the chemicals in pesticides, or as part of their industrial activities, 
because they have no realistic alternatives. 

e:-.1racted from an article by Robert Matas in THE GLOBE AND MAIL 27 June 1995 

KILLARNEY LAKES COME ALIVE AGAIN 

Scientists and environmentalists are heralding the recovery of lakes in the Killarney 
Provincial Park area, southwest of Sudbury, as a major triumph in the continuing war 
against acid rain. The once-pristine lakes were pronounced dead from acid rain 
contamination two decades ago. Today they support sport fish and other marine life 
that vanished during the 100-year onslaught of industrial pollution. The "acid lake" 
syndrome attracted worldwide attention in the early 1970s with the discovery that 
toxic airborne sulphur dioxide emissions were wiping out marine life in the Killarney 
area. University of Toronto scientists Harold Harvey and R.J. Beamish coined the 
phrase "acid rain" to describe the phenomenon. They traced the source of the 
devastating contaminants to mining operations in Sudbury, about 60 kilometres to the 
11ortheast, and to industrial pollution coming from the northeastern United States. But 
some lakes have taken a new lease on life. This unprecedented recovery is attributed 
to a 90 per cent reduction in hannful sulphur emissions from Sudbury mining giants 
Inco and Falcon bridge over the last 10 years. The Killamey Park lakes demonstrate 
the benefits of pollution abatement. The major lesson we can take from this is that 
pollution reductions do work. Mother Nature will heal herself, given the chance. 
"The recovery we're seeing around Sudbury and Killarney in particular is an example 
to the world that we can do something about our bad habits, and that there are 
benefits." 

c:-.1ractcd from an article by Don Umphcrson in THE TORONTO STAR. 29 July 1995 

'TOXIC' GOLF COURSES AIMING TO GET IN SWING WITH NATURE 

Golf courses cause massive alterations of the landscape, can disrupt wetlands, displace 
wildlife habitats and degrade groundwater supply. And run-offs from the use of 
pesticides and fertilizers can pollute rivers, lakes and streams. There are also human 
and wildlife health concerns. Pesticides have been linked to long-tenn health 
problems like cancer and more recent studies support theories the chemicals are 
responsible for genetic damage that can result in reproductive and central nervous 
system disorders. Pesticide poisoning has caused death to wildlife and at least one 
golfer. One pesticide, diazanon, was responsible for killing geese grazing on golf 
course fairways. Between 1986 and 1992, 44 geese were found dead on some of the 
188 go]f courses in the Greater Toronto area. Diazanon, an insecticide used to kill 

[> 
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ants and white grubs, was banned from golf courses in the United States in 1990 but 
can still be used legally in Canada. According to a study by the environmental 
protection bureau of the New York state attorney general department: "Golf courses on 
Long Island use almost four to seven times the average amount of pesticides used in 
agriculture, on a pound per acre basis." The golf association contributes $75,000 to 
the Canadian Turf Grass Management Foundation, which supports university research 
in improving environmental practices including alternatives to chemical treatments of 
course problems. The association also supervises the Canadian wing of the Audubon 
Co-operative Sanctuary Program for golf courses, a six-point environmental 
management plan created by the Audubon Society of New York state. Oakdale Golf 
and Country Club, a private course in North York, was recognized by the golf industry 
this year with a North American "environmental steward award" for improvements to 
the course that have reduced erosion along Black Creek, which runs through the 
property, and for allowing natural growth in areas between fairways, which has 
attracted birds, deer, coyotes, foxes and beavers. 

e:\'tracted from an article by Brian McAndrew in THE TORONTO STAR. 5 September I 99~ 

BRIGHT MENAGERIE BANISHES GRAFFITI 

The key to solving Toronto's growing graffiti problem may lie in a dov.ntown Janeway 
that resembles a cross between a petting zoo and public art gallery. City councillors, 
concerned about the recent explosion of spray-can vandalism in Toronto, have been 
casting about for solutions. The Toronto Board of Education spent more than SI 
million dealing with graffiti last year, and the transit system reports a dramatic 
increase in the past two years. One plan would mean more spray painting, not less, 
and could transfonn otherwise bleak urban spaces into vibrant neighbourhood 
treasures. The various garage doors and· walls of the Janeway behind St. Raymond 
elementary school, just north of Christie Pits, is now given over to murals. One end 
of the Janeway is guarded by a fox peeking out from behind a (painted) bush . At the 
other end, a bald eagle is captured mid-swoop. In between are owls, butterflies, 
wildflowers and an uncomfortably lifelike racoon that is five metres tall. Since the 
project wound up last month, the murals have remained pristine and signs of renewed 
tagging are nowhere to be found . A dozen local youths were hired for the summer at 
$8 an hour and sent out to persuade homeowners whose garages backed onto the 
laneway to allow them to be worked on by a local crew. A professional mural artist 
helped the students design the murals and advise on the finer points of enlarging palm
sized sketches to garage-sized raccoons. In the process, an otherwise menacing back 
alley became a local tourist spot: joggers would incorporate the lane into their route, 
and elderly grandmothers would check on the latest developments on their evening 
strolls. Its success has caught the attention of city councillors trying to deal with a 
growing urban problem. 

extracted from an article by Michael Grange in THE Gi:6BE AND MAIL. 20 October 1995 □ 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 

Toronto, December I 994 

Twenty-two or twenty-three of December's thirty-one days were wanner than nonnal 
this year. Every December of the nineties so far has been wanner than nonnal. What 
was remarkable this year was again the lengthy spells of wann weather, even more 
remarkable for the prevalence of sunny conditions around Christmas. The warm 
weather held for the first six days, before yielding to a cold, snowy spell which 
brought three separate snow stonn systems to southern Ontario. About 7 cm fell on 
December 7th, then on December 9th, a second system brought mostly rain to Toronto 
but snow close to the north. The very next day saw a third stonn bringing up to 15 
cm of snow. High pressure accompanied by an unusually far-north jet stream from 
mid-December to after Christmas brought wann dry air over Toronto while Arctic air 
masses stayed more-or-less above the 60th parallel -- a summer pattern! (There was 
actually a split jet pattern associated with an El Nino.) We had daytime temperatures 
close to 1 O" C each day from December 20th to 27th; and 80 - 100% sunshine from 
December 21st to 26th. It is even more remarkable that such fine conditions were 
prevalent right into the north country. The final three days saw a return to active 
weather conditions and approaching Arctic air, but the forecast New Year's snowstorm 
turned out to be almost entirely rain . In summary, December was the mildest since 
1984, about three or four degrees warmer than normal; sunny with about 13 hours 
more sunshine than usual, and dry (although not exceptionally so). Wind speeds were 
notably lighter than usual, at Pearson Airport as well as at Toronto Island. The fonner 
had the lightest winds since 1981, and the latter (again) broke a record. (Toronto 
Island just switched to an automatic anemometer system, so we will have to see just 
what difference that makes.) C> 

THE ENGLISH 
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Our native Toronto holly, 
winterberry, lacks spines 
on its leaves which are deciduous, 
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WEATHER (cont'd) 

Toronto, January 1995 

January was exceptionally mild and wet. While it was exceeded in average 
temperature as recently as 1990, the rainfall was the highest since 1937 downtown and 
the total precipitation of 138.4 mm was the most since 1932. Rainfall at Pearson 
Airport greatly exceeded their 1946 record (110.0 mm this year versus 61.5 mm in 
1946), and it was also the highest total monthly precipitation. The snowfall amounts 
were in the range of 25 cm, which is slightly below normal although not exceptional. 
Sunshine was strikingly absent for a long period in the middle of the month, and the 
53.2 hours of sunshine made for the cloudiest January since 1953 and the cloudiest 
month since November 1992. Average wind speeds were slightly below normal, 
although Toronto Island recorded its highest average for January in four years. The 
month's peculiar tendencies did not manifest themselves during the first ten days, 
which were seasonably cold with a mix of bright sun and occasional snow. It stayed 
below freezing from January 2nd to the 10th . However, an approaching warm front 
was heralded by light snow, freezing drizzle, and thick rime fonnations. By January 
13th, readings broke 10" C, and many southern Ontario records were broken on 
January 14th. Downtown Toronto hit 14.T'C, the warmest January day since 1967. 
St. Catherines reached an astonishing 19" C! Thereafter it cooled down but a 
definitive re-freeze-up did not occur until January 26th. Accompanying the intense 
warmth was plenty of rain : upwards of 50 mm from the evening of January 14th to 
the morning of January 16th. Another, less heavy, soaking began on January 19th. 
This time, the precipitation became light snow; something was falling almost 
continuously for about three days. The sun, which had gone in with the wann front, 
did not really reappear until the afternoon of January 27th. A very strange January 
indeed, whose extended mild weather may have been harmful to vulnerable trees and 
shrubs. (A number of my potted native plants in the nursery were lost, perhaps due to 
the wild fluctuations this winter.) 

Gavin Miller 
□ 

FOOD OF THE WORLD 

The typical mouthful of North American food travels 2,000 kilometres from 
farm field to dinner plate. About 5% of our food costs pays for 
transportation. The benefits of purchasing and promoting locally grown 
produce: fresher, more nutritious food; lower transportation costs; less 
pollution caused by transportation. Buy locally grown food. Grow your own. 
Settle for food available in season instead of seeking out "exotic" produce. 

adapted from "Ecoline" by Catherine Farley in the TORCNID Sl'AR, April 24, 1993 
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COMING EVENTS 
Christmas Bird Count - sponsored by the Toronto Ornithological Club -

Dec. 26 (all day). Call Patrick Stepien-Scanlon at 532-3827 to 
register. A fee is involved. 

Toronto Entomologists' Association meeting - Sat. Jan. 20 at 1 pm in the 
lecture room of the Planetarium. 

Black Creek Project - Annual General Meeting - Dec. 8 at 6:30 pm in the 
Seniors' Lounge at the York Municipal Centre, 2694 Eglinton Ave. West. 

Panoramic Photography in Toronto, 1903-1993 - Oct. 21 to Feb. 18 in the 
Market Gallery, 95 Front St. East. A free exhibition featuring 
panoramic photographs from the collection of the City of Toronto 
Archives. Wednesdays to Sundays only. 

Pipe Dreams - The history of water and sewer infrastructure in Metro 
Toronto - Oct. 25 (for a year) at the Metro Toronto Archives, 255 
Spadina Rd. Free. 

Citizens for a Lakeshore Greenway - nature waterfront walk at Guildwood 
Park and sea-wall. Meet at 1:30 pm (sharp) at the Guildwood Parkway 
and Galloway Rd. to take a 5~ km walk with Robin Denman. Sat., Dec. 9. 

Toronto Historical Board - noon hour lectures - Thursdays, Jan. 25 to 
Feb. 22 from 12 noon to 1 pm. The series is about Toronto's Garden 
History with a charge of $4 per person (Heritage Partners, Civic Garden 
Club and Garden Club members free). 

Meet the Authors lecture series - Mondays, noon to 1 pm, Jan. 15 to Feb. 12 
• The shape of the city: Toronto struggles with modern planning 
• Toronto the wild: field notes of an urban naturalist 
• The TTC story: 75 years of public transit in Toronto 
• The bi-centennial of Ontario land registry, 1795-1995 
• Wasting Toronto's waterfront: the sordid tale of sanitary reform 
Register by Dec. 22 with the Toronto Board of Education, Continuing 
Education. Fee for Metro residents: $17.50. 

D 

,,.It is fortunate for me that my love of natural history enables me to 
draw amusement from objects that are deemed by many unworthy of attention. 
To me they present an inexhaustible fund of interest. The simplest weed 
that grows in my path, or the fly that flutters about me, are subjects 
for reflection, admiration, and delight. 

from TI-IE BA~DS OF CANADA by Catharine Parr Traill, McClelland & Stewart Inc . 1989; 
originally published in 1836. 
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