
TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST 
Number 460 

sc.:. fl ~o v...G-)\ 

Birds 17-18,19,21,23,24,28 
Coming events 32-24 
Invertebrates 25 
Issues 17-19,22,26-29 
Mamma 1 s 11 , 21 
Plants 5,7,9,14,16,22,24,28,35 
Projects 22-23 
Trees 11, 2 7 

Inside 

May 1996 

TFN - meetings 2,21 
nature reserve 19 
newsletter submissions 2 
nominating committee report 20 
outings 3-16 
President's report 17-19 

Weather 30-31 



TF - 2 

TFN MEETINGS 
Sunday, May S, 1996 - ONTARIO'S NATURAL HERITAGE INFORMATION CENTRE, 

at 2:30 pm an illustrated talk by Jarmo Jalava, stewardship 
ecologist of the Natural Heritage Information Centre. 

in the Northrop Frye Hall 
Victoria University 

We will be told about the origins and the mandate 
of the Ontario Natural Heritage Information Centre 

73 Queen's Park Cres. East as well as how it operates and what it 
does. 

+ social hour starting at 2 pm with free coffee and 
juice. 

+ TFN memberships and publications for sale from 
2 pm; also, it's TFN MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME again. 
See back page for renewal form. 

+ "Always Alice" cards for sale. (For cus torn or 
individual cards, call TFN member Alice Mandryk 
at 767-6149.) 

+ an opportunity to buy "A life with birds: Pe~cy A. 
Taverner, Canadian Ornithologist, 1875-1947" by 
John Cranmer-Byng. [See review in TFN 456:15:DEC.] 
Hardcover: $25; soft cover: $10. 

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, September 8, 1996 

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETTER! 

Requested: essays (no longer than -500 words), reviews (no longer than 
300 words), poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings. 

Subjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, 
especially reports of personal experiences with wildlife . 

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions 
can be acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and 
date of each clipping. 

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at 
least six weeks before the month in which the event is to take place. 

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists 
20 College St., Unit 11 
Toronto, Ont. MSG 1K2 

Newsletter Committee members: Helen Juhola, Diana Banville, Jenny 
Bull, Eva Davis, Nancy Fredenburg, Eileen Mayo, Joan O'Donnell, 
Toshi Oikawa. 
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FOR ENJOYME~T OF OUTINGS 

wide brim on hat 
for protection 
from sun 

long socks 
to help you 
avoid ticks 

hiking boots 

or 

free 

running 
shoes 

TTC RIDE GUIDE 

Metro map 

notebook & pen 

~"o"°•~ \ 
----:~ 1 

Bring your family 
and/or friends 

long sleeves 

to protect 
you from: 

mosquitoes 

poison ivy 

thistles 

rainwear 

camera 

NO pets 

slacks 

to protect 
you from: 

mosquitoes 
poison ivy 
thistles 
ticks 

a mglmes 

sun screen 

insect 
repellent 

thermos 
or 

flask 

snack 

~ ,,,, 

money 

TTC fare 

E,D. 



Wednesday 
May 1 
10:30 am 

Thursday 
May 2 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
May 4 
10 am 

+ 
Saturday 
May 4 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
May 5 
2:30 pm 

Wednesday 
May 8 
6:45 pm 

Thursday 
May 9 
10 am 

TFN OUTINGS 
HIGH PARK - birds 
Leader: Helen Smith 

Toronto 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. West 
opposite High Park Ave. Bring lunch. 
High Park, with its variety of habitats, is a great place to begin bird
watching. Bring a note book, your favourite field guide and binoculars 
and be prepared to listen as well as watch. 

GLEN STEWART RAVINE - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Fred Bodsworth 
Meet at the parkette on Beech Ave. just south of Kingston Rd. 
This outing is the first of our sumner evening rambles for 1996 and is a 
great opportunity to find how inportant Toronto's ravines are as refuges 
for wildlife in the city. 

CENTENNIAL PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Richard Aaron 

Etobicoke Cr., Etobicoke 

Meet at the northwest corner of Rathburn Rd. and Elmcrest Rd, 
Bring lunch and extra water to drink. 
Bring your favourite field guides and a notebook. This part of Etobicoke 
has one of the best displays of spring wildflowers to be found in Metro 
Toronto as well as a variety of other wildlife. This will be a long but 
leisurely outing. 

ST. BERNARD'S HOSPITAL GROUNDS - nature arts West Don, North York 
Leader: Margaret Emminghaus 
Meet at the entrance to the Hospital ·grounds on the south side 
of Finch Ave. West between Bathurst and Dufferin. Bring 
lunch and sketching materials. 
The river and the gardens will provide plenty of subjects for sketching. 

TFN MEETING (See page 2.) 

CEDARVALE RAVINE - evening ramble 
Leader: Peter Hare . 

Don tributaries, Toronto 

Meet at the Heath St. exit of the St. Clair West subway station. 
This walk will take us across the watersheds between Castle Frank Creek, 
Yellow Creek and Mud Creek, celebrating Watershed Awareness Week. 

EARL BALES PARK - nature walk West Don, North York 
Leader: Phoebe Cleverley 
Meet at the park entrance on the east side of Bathurst St. 
opposite Bainbridge Ave. Bring lunch. 
This is a great place and time to find wild flowers and birds. Bring your 
notebook and binoculars. c:> 

TO GET TO OUTINGS ON TIME, CHECK TTC ROUTES AND SCHEDULES BY CALLING 393-4636. 

CHECK WEATHER BY CALLING 661-0123. 
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Toronto Native SPRING 
WILDFLOWERS: 1. c.anada Maylily 
2. Starflower 3. Fringed Polygala or 
Gaywings 4. Carolina Spring Beauty 
5. Foanflower 

(Drawings by Mary Arme Miller) 

5 



TFN 460 - 6 
TFN OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
May 11 
11 am 

Sunday 
May 12 
2 pm 

Tuesday 
May 14 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
May 18 
2 pm 

Sunday 
May 19 
2 pm 

Monday 
May 20 
6:45 pm 

Thursday 
May 23 
10:30 am 

WEST DEANE PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Ken Cook 

Mimico Cr. , Etobicoke 

Meet at the corner of West Deane Valley Rd. and East Mall. 
Bring lunch. 
The wooded slopes and side ravines of this Sllall valley have proved great 
places to observe migrating birds both spring and fall. They also contain 
trees, shrubs and wildflowers to be discovered. 

BLACK CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Allan Greenbaum 

Black Creek, North York 

Meet at the entrance to DerrydowaiPark on the south side of 
Finch Ave. West, west of Keele St, 
This second walk with the Black Creek Project will take us through Derrydowa, 
Park and Northwood Park to Sheppard Ave. 

WEXFORD WOODS - evening ramble 
Leader: Morris Sorensen 

Scarborough 

Meet at the southwest corner of Lawrence Ave. East and 
Pharmacy Ave . 
This walk will take us through Ontario Hydro lands and into an isolated 
woodlot full of spring wildflowers. 

RAMSDEN PARK & ·west - nature walk 
Leader: Allan Greenbaum 
Meet at the Rosedale subway station . 

Don tributary, Toronto 

This walk is a joint outing with the Toronto Historical Board to celebrate 
200 years Yonge -- 200 years since Yonge St. was created. The walk will 
end at St. Clair Ave. West near Bathurst St. 

ROSEDALE BROOK - nature walk 
Leader : Ed Freeman 

Don tributary, Toronto 

Meet at the Davisville subway station. (Joint outing with N. Tor. Gree:, C.OU1i1. ; 
On the theme of watersheds we will follow the Belt Line Trail across the 
watershed between Mud (Mt. Pleasant Brook) Creek and Yellow Creek (Rosedale 
Brook) in the Cemetery. Trees, shrubs and flowers should be bloaning. 

EDWARDS GARDENS - evening ramble Wilket Creek, North York 
Leader: Frances Hay 
Meet at the southwest corner of Lawrence Ave. East and Leslie 
st. 
We will be given a guided tour through the gardens of the fonner Edwards Estate. 

GLENDON CAMPUS - nature walk West Don, North York 
Leaders: Eileen & Geoff Chopping 
Meet at the gates of Glendon on the east side of Bayview Ave. 
at Lawrence Ave. East. Lunch optional. 
The grounds on the tableland contain a fine collection of trees and shrubs 
as well as a remnant woodlot. In the valley is a mixture of playing fields 
and very wild areas full of wildflowers and migrating birds. 



TFN OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
May 25 
10 am to 
5 pm 

00.. 
school 
bus 

Tuesday 
May 28 
6: 45 pm 

Wednesday 
May 29 
10:30 am 

TFN NATURE RESERVES - a day in the col.llltry north of Uxbridge 
Leaders: TFN directors 
Call the TFN office (968-6255) and leave your name and telephone 
number if you want to attend. Confirm by sending a cheque 
for $12 (NOT post-dated) and payable to TFN BUS TRIP to TFN, 
20 College St., Unit 11, Toronto MSG 1K2. Bring lunch and 
something to drink. Waterproof footwear recommended . The 
bus leaves from the south exit of the York Mills subway station 
(on Old York Mills Rd. just east of Yonge St.) promptly at 
10 am and returns there at 5 pm. No washrooms on the bus, but 
there are three outhouses ~t the reserve. 
The TFN owns 160 acres of forested wetland just rorth of Leaskdale and on 
Uxbridge Creek. There are many marked trails to follow through the woods 
and a picnic shelter on a high spot where we usually eat lunch together 
between 12 noon and l pm. The property is especially interesting for 
those who enjoy looking at fems, rrosses, and wetlands and an interesting 
mixture of northern and southern species. 

CHESTER SPRINGS MARSH - evening ramble Don, Toronto 
Leader: David Stonehouse 
Meet at the Broadview subway station. 
This walk will take us through Riverdale Parl<, past the plantings done by 
the Task Force to Bring Back the Don, and past the newly created wetlands 
on the floodplain of the Don. The walk will end at Todrrorden Mills. 

COL. DANFORTH PARK - nature walk Highland Cr. , Scarborough 
Leader: Karin Fawthrop 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Kingston Rd. 
at Col. Danforth Trail. Lunch optional. 
This very deep wild valley is a wonderful place to see spring wildflowers 
and watch birds. t> 

COMMON CLOTBUR 
is listed as part 
of the native flora 
of York-Metro in 
J, L, Riley's 
DISTRIBUTION AND STATUS 
OF THE VASCULAR PLANTS 
OF CENTRAL REGION, Ontario 
Ministry of Natural 
Resources, 1989. 
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TFN OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
June l 
10:30 am 

+ 
Saturday 
June l 
l pm 

Tuesday 
June 4 
10:30 am 

Wednesday 
June 5 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
June 8 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
June 9 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
June 12 
10 am 
$ entry 

fee 

GUILDWOOD PARK - nature arts lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Cathy Holland 
Meet at the main entrance on Guildwood Parkway opposite 
Galloway Rd. Bring lunch. 
Trees, fl<:Mers and sculptures are available for sketching or photographing 
so bring sketching materials including a stool or a camera as well as lunch. 

L 'AMOREAUX PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Leslie Burns 

Highland Cr. , Scarborough 

Meet at the northeast corner of Birchmount Rd. and Silver 
Springs Blvd. (one block north of Finch Ave. East). 
This is a good time of year to look at trees, wildflowers and migrating birds 
near the source of Highland Creek. 

DERRYDOWN5 PARK - nature walk Black Cr. , North York 
Leaders: Marg Canning & Jean Orpwood 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Finch Ave. West 
between Keele St. and Jane St. Bring lunch. 
This narrow valley with its forested slopes and asphalt trail is a great 
place to observe birds and wildflowers at this time of year. 

TAYLOR CREEK - evening ramble Don tributary, East York 
Leader: Melanie Milanich 
Meet just outside the Victoria Park subway station. 
This ramble is one in a series of four this rocmth to celebrate East York 200, 
by introducing members to the valley parks intersecting the Borough. 

EAST POINT - nature walk lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Boris Mather 
Meet at the foot of Morningside Ave. Bring lunch. 
This walk will include a visit to Greyabbey Park before we reach East Point 
with its fields of wildflowers and nesting birds such as bobolinks. This 
may be quite a loog walk so bring some extra water. This is a joint 
outing with the Citizens for a Lakeshore Greenway. 

BLACK CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Gavin Miller 

Humber tributary, North York 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Sheppard Ave. 
West (west of Keele St.) 
This third walk along Black Creek will take us through Downsview Dells Park 
and scxne of its side ravines and will end at Jane St. This is a joint out
ing with the Black Creek Project. 

METRO ZOO - nature walk Rouge, Scarborough 
Leaders: Bill Rapley, Tim Burt & Tom Mason 
Meet just inside the Zoo entrance, on the west side of 
Meadowvale Rd. Lunch optional. 
Birds and butterflies will be of particular interest on this outing with 
staff from the zoo. Bring your binoculars, hand lens, notebook and field 
guide and be prepared to listen as well as take notes. 

C> 
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THE CANADA ANEMONE has not only the virtue of being showy white 
but a long period of bloom in which to be enjoyed. The longest 
record we have to date is May 23 to July 18, 1987, the earliest 
and latest dates reported for any year so far. Field drawing is 
by Mary Cumming. Isabel Smith 
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TFN OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Thursday 
June 13 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
June 15 
2 pm 

Sunday 
June 16 
2 pm 

Tuesday 
June 18 
10:30 am 

Friday 
June 21 
6:45 pm 

Sunday 
June 23 
10:30 am 

LOWER DON VALLEY - evening ramble 
Leader: Ed Freeman 

Don, East York 

Meet at the southwest corner of Broadview Ave. and Mortimer 
Ave. 
This is the second evening ramble to explore the ravines of East York and 
to celebrate 200 years of the history of East York. This ramble will take 
us across the valley to Cudm:>re Ravine, into Rosedale, and past the site of 
the fonner Don Valley Brick Works. 

ROSEDALE RAVINE - nature walk 
Leader: Ken Cook 
Meet at the Rosedale subway station. 

Don tributary, Toronto 

This walk is a joint outing with the Toronto Historical Board to celebrate 
"200 Years Yonge". Though the building of Yonge St. meant the burying of 
nany creeks, access to the ravine systems originally containing the creeks 
is still possible from Yonge St. The walk will end at the Castle Frank 
subway station. 

LOST TRIBUTARIES OF THE DON - nature walk 
Leader: Don Cross 

Toronto 

Meet at the Eglinton Memorial Community Centre,200 Eglinton 
Ave. West. 
This joint outing with the North Toronto Green Connunity will take us from 
Mud Creek in Eglinton Park over the watershed to Yellow Creek, along the 
Belt Line and through Mt. Pleasant Canetery. 

MT. PLEASANT CEMETERY - trees & water 
Leader: Peter Hare 
Meet at the Davisville subway station. Bring lunch. 

Toronto 

Bring your notebook and [!laps and be prepared to learn about trees and the 
buried creek running through the cemetery which has one of the finest 
collections of trees and shrubs in Canada. 

WEST DON - evening ramble 
Leader: Jo Croft 

West Don, East Yoik 

Meet at the northeast corner of Eglinton Ave. East and 
Brentcliffe Rd. 
To celebrate 200 years of history in East York and the SU!llller solstice we 
will follow the Don Valley through Serena Gundy Pat:k, Ernest Seton Pat:k, 
past the Ontario Science Centre to the forks of the Don. The walk will end 
in the Thorncliffe area of East York. 

THOMSON MEMORIAL PARK - hl.lllail & natural history Highland Cr. , Sc. 
Leader: Morris Sorensen 
Meet at the park entrance on the east side of Brimley Rd . 
north of Lawrence Ave. East. Bring lunch and cameras. 
Much has changed on the banks of the creek since the Scarborough settlers 
sang their lament 200 years ago. To celebrate 200 years of history we will 
be taking a leisurely walk through one of Scarborough's largest parks which 
began life as a pioneer settlement. t:> 
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TFN OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Tuesday 
June 25 
10 am 

Thursday 
June 27 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
June 29 
10:30 am 

ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk 
Leader: Louise Orr 

Rouge, Scarborough 

Meet just outside the zoo entrance. Bring lunch. 
This could be a long walk with lots of hills to climb. The Rouge is the 
largest, wildest park in Metro Toronto. Bring biooculars and some ex:t;ra 
water to drink, 

DON VALLEY - evening ramble Don, F.ast York 
Leader: Margaret Catto 
Meet at the southwest corner of Broadview Ave. and Mortimer 
Ave. 
This is the fourth ramble to celebrate 200 years of F.ast York history. 
This evening we will walk frcxn Todm:>rden Mills to Thorncliffe past the 
lower, middle and upper mills of the Don -- all integrated into the park 
system. 

MIMICO CREEK - fossils Mimico Cr., Etobicoke 
Leader: Grant Hurlburt 
Meet on the west side of Royal York Rd. at Leland Ave. 
Lunch optional. 
We will be looking at fossils in the creek bed. This is one of the places 
in Toronto where the shale is exposed and lots of fossils can be seen. 
Bring a notebook and hand lens . >-

~ 
'tlti~~ . "~ 

BEAVER WORKINGS, HUMBER VALLEY - field drawing by Susan Weiss 
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TFN OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Wednesday 
July 3 
6:45 pm 

Thursday 
July 4 
10 am 

Saturday 
Ju l y 6 
10:30 am 

$ entry 
fee 

Sunday 
July 7 
11 am 

Tuesday 
July 9 
6:45 pm 

Thursday 
July 11 
10:30 am 

ferry 
$ tickets 

Sunday 
July 14 
2 pm 

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO CAMPUS - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Jim Hodgins 
Meet at the southwest corner of St . George St . and Harbord St. 
On this walk we will be introduced to several "restored" habitats --
a maple/beech forest, a boreal forest, a Carolinian forest and an oak 
savanna , These are created on the University cant>US, 

G. lbssLORD PARK - birds & bugs 
Leader: Carol Sellers 

West Don, North York 

Meet at the northeast corner of Finch Ave. West and Dufferin 
St. Bring lunch, binoculars and a hand lens. 
The many habitats, including a small lake, in this park should provide us 
with many kinds of birds and insects to study. 

METRO ZOO - nature arts 
Leader : Diana Banville 

Rouge, Scarborough 

Meet inside the zoo entrance . Lunch optional . 
Bring sketching materials and stool or camera. Subjects include animals 
and trees in the woodlands on the grounds of the zoo. 

LAKESHORE FEATURES - nature walk 
Leader: Ken Cook 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet on the corner of King St . West and Roncesvalles Ave. 
Bring lunch. 
We will be exploring the present lakeshore, then heading north to visit 
West Pond (adjacent to Grenadier Pond) . Many species of interest on this 
walk. 

PARK DRIVE RAVINE - evening ramble Don tributary, Toronto 
Leader: Sheila Van Landaghem 
Meet at the Castle Frank subway station. 
This walk will take us through a deep ravine with a very wild appearance 
even though it is so close to the centre of the city. The walk will end 
near St. Clair and Yonge. 

TORONTO ISLANDS - nature walk 
Leader: Ann Millett 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St . Bring lunch. 
The islaoo is a pleasant place to visit at any time of year, Despite nany 
acres of IOOWl'l grass, nuch wild land including beaches and dunes ranain in 
a natural state with lll.lch to interest . naturalists, 

BLACK CREEK - nature walk Hllllber tributary, North York 
Leader: Mary Taylor 
Meet at the northeast corner of Wilson Ave. and Julian Rd . 
(west of Keele St.), 
This is the fourth walk along Black Creek with the Black Creek Project. 
We will follow one of the tributaries and explore Chalkfarm Park. 

I>-
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TFN OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Monday 
July 15 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
July 17 
10 am 

Saturday 
July 20 
2 pm 

Sunday 
July 21 
1 pm 

Tuesday 
July 23 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
July 24 
10:30 am 

Tuesday 
July 30 
10:30 am 

HOGGS HOLLOW - evening ramble West Don, North York 
Leader : Alexander Cappell 
Meet at the northeast corner of Yonge St. and York Mills Rd. 
This ramble will be up and down hills, viewing historic sites as well as 
the West Don River and the forested slopes of the valley. 

VALE OF AVOCA - nature walk 
Leader: Ruth Mechanicus 

Don tributary, Toronto 

Meet at the subway station on the south side of St. Clair Ave. 
just east of Yonge St. Lunch optional. 
There is plenty of interest to naturalists in this deep shady ravine which 
runs from Mt. Pleasant Cenetery to the Don Valley. 

BELT LINE - nature walk 
Leader: Robin Powell 
Meet at the Davisville subway station . 

Toronto 

This is another joint outing with the Toronto Historical Board to celebrate 
"200 Years Yonge" by exploring natural heritage accessible from Yonge St. 
The walk will end at the Eglinton West subway station. 

CASTLE FRANK CREEK RAVINES - nature walk 
Leader: Helen Mills 

Toronto 

Meet at the Heath St. exit of t h e St. Clair West subway station. 
We will trace Castle Frank Creek through the Cedarvale and Nordheimer 
Ravines, ending the walk at the Metro Archives to view the exhibit about 
the history of water in the city. This is a joint outing with the North 
Toronto Green Corrrruni ty. 

GARRISON CREEK - evening ramble 
Leader: Jon Harstone 
Meet at the Christie subway station. 

Toronto 

On this walk we should learn about the human and natural history of one of 
Toronto's buried creeks. The walk wi 11 end near Fort York where the creek 
entered Lake Ontario 200 years ago. 

WINDFIELDS PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Eileen Mayo 

Wilket Creek, North York 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of York Mills Rd. 
just east of Bayview Ave. Bring lunch. 
While part of this shalle7w valley contained a golf course at one time, it 
also contains a very old woodlot with very tall, trees. An interesting 
area to explore. 

CEDARVALE RAVINE - nature walk 
Leader: Ruth Munson 

Don tributary, Toronto 

Meet at the Heath St. exit of the St. Clair West subway station. 
Morning only. 
This ravine has always been a favourite place for bird-watching with the 
Toronto Field Naturalists and despite a history of disburbance (a subway 
runs under it), it contains many species of native plants. 
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TFN OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Wednesday 
July 31 
6:45 pm 

NORTH YORK GARDEN - evening ramble 
Leader: Tom Atkinson 

North York 

Meet at the southeast corner of Lawrence Ave. East and 
Leslie St. 
We will be visiting a backyard full of native trees, shrubs and wildflowers. 

Prenanthes alba 
Smooth, purple 
stem with white 
bloom; palest 
mauve petals; 
cinnamon-brown 
pappus, 
Aug,-Sep, 
Hi despread, 

(Toronto native) 

C> 
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TFN OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
August 3 
10:30 am 

Wednesday 
August 7 
10:30 am 

Thursday 
August 8 
6: 45 pm 

Sunday 
August 11 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
August 14 
10 am 

Saturday 
August 17 
2 pm 

Sunday 
August 18 
2 pm 

CASSELS GARDENS - nature arts North York 
Leader: Mary Cumming 
Meet at the exit turnstyles of the North York Centre subway 
station. Lunch optional. 
Bring sketching materials and stool or camera. The garden is located in 
the York Cemetery and has a fine collection of shrubs and flowers. 

MARIE CURTIS PARK - nature walk lakeshore, Etobicoke 
Leader: Boris Mather 
Meet on the south side of Lake Shore Blvd. West just east of 
the bridge over Etobicoke Creek. Bring lunch. 
We will be walking from this park to Sam Smith Park at the foot of Kipling 
Ave., follMng the lakeshore. 

BELTLINE - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Nancy Fredenburg 
Meet at the Eglinton West subway station. 
This walk follows the route of the long-abandoned Belt Line railway over to 
Yonge St. Walk will end at the Davisville subway station. 

BLACK CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Alexander Cappell 

Humber tributary, North York 

Meet at the northeast corner of Jane St. and Wilson Ave. 
In this fifth walk along Black Creek, we will walk under Highway 401, 
following the creek south to Lawrence Ave. West. 

EGLINTON FLATS - birds & bugs 
Leader: Carol Sellers 

Humber , York 

Meet at the southeast corner of Eglinton Ave. West and Jane 
St. Bring lunch, binoculars and a hand lens. 
Though far from the river the site we are visiting is in the Humber Valley 
and contains a large pond. Last year we found many species of dragonflies 
as well as birds and wildflowers to enjoy. 

BELTLINE EAST - nature walk 
Leader: Jerry Belan 
Meet at the Davisville subway station. 

Don tributary, Toronto 

This is a joint outing with the Toronto Historical Board to celebrate 
"200 Years Yonge". We will be following the route of the Belt Line Railway 

east through Mt. Pleasant Cemetery and the Moore Park Ravine. The walk 
will end at the Castle Frank subway station. 

SOURCES OF THE DON - nature walk 
Leader: Helen Mills 

Don tributaries, Toronto 

Meet at the Eglinton West subway station. 
We will be exploring the highly dissected and COlll)lex landscape which was 
formed by streams flowing through Forest Hill from a drumlin near Eglinton 
and Bathurst. This is a joint outing with the North Toronto Green 
Coomunity. e>-



TFN 460 - 16 

TFN OUTINGS (cont'd) 

SCARBOROUGH BLUFFS - nature walk 
Leader: Boris Mather 

lakeshore, Scarborough Thursday 
August 22 
10 :30 am Meet at the southwest corner of Kingston Rd. and Brimley Rd . 

Lunch optional. 
We will be visiting Bluffers Meadow and Rosetta McClain Park at the top of 
the bluffs. 

THOMSON MEMORIAL PARK - insects 
Leader: Merne Powers 

Highland Cr. , Scarborough Sunday 
Augus t 25 
1: 30 pm Meet at the park entrance on the east side of Brimley Rd. 

north of Lawrence Ave. East . Bring a hand lens. 
This large park contains a variety of habitats where we should be able to 
find many kinds of insects and watch their behaviour. 

TAYLOR CREEK - nature walk 
Leader : Carol Miller 

Don tributary, East York Tuesday 
August 27 
11 am Meet at the southwest corner of Don Mills Rd, and Overlea Blvd . 

Bring lunch. 
Fran the forks of the Don one can walk to Taylor Creek. The valleys here 
are deep and despite highways, railways and asphalt trails , much wildlife 
can be observed. 

WEST DEANE PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Ken Cook 

Mimico Cr. , Etobicoke Saturday 
August 31 
11 am Meet at the corner of West Deane Valley Rd. and East Ma l l . 

Bring lunch. 
Warblers should be migrating through this valley now and monarch butterflies. 
This small valley acts as a funnel for wildlife travelling through the urban 
areas surrounding it. 0 

VIPER'S BUGLOSS, of European 
origin but established in 
Toronto, has a serpent's-head 
seed, spotted stem, and at the 
stage depicted in Mary Cumming's 
field sketch, a protruding style 
suggesting a snake's tongue. 
In folk medicine it was 
considered good for snake-
bite. "Bugloss" is from 
the Greek: bous "ox" and 
glossa "tongue", referring 
to the leaves. If you can't 
decide whether to pronounce it 
"bug-loss" or "bu-gloss", 
just call it "blueweed". 

Ref. Blanchan's NATURE'S 
GARDEN, 1907, and 
Annandale's Dictionary. 



TFN 460 - 17 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
As I write, ice and snow linger but living beings can feel the 
northern hemisphere slowly leaning toward the sun. The willow 
catkins open and the maple buds redden, but the birds make the most 
conspicuous adjustment to the shifting season. It's not just that 
the male Red-wing Blackbirds and Grackles have arrived. Some winter 
residents, the Cardinals and Chickadees, have been tuning up for 
spring ever since the days first began to lengthen. But now the 
Goldfinches, still in winter-drab flocks, have started to trill and 
warble too. Only the Robins, their number augmented daily by 
arrivals, are still their strange, exotic winter selves. Moving in 
flocks, eating sumach berries, their russet breasts warm against 
the glittering snow, they seem not even the same species as those 
hunting worms on wet late-April lawns, but like some big exciting 
winter finch. 

By the time this reaches you, migration will be starting up in 
earnest. Waves of birds will soon be passing through the city (and, 
disoriented by lights on misty evenings, dying in great numbers by 
smacking into tall buildings). Perhaps the waves will be smaller 
than we remember (or think we remember) from years gone by, and 
surely they will differ in composition. As we remark on these 
changes, our thoughts and discussions will inevitably and properly 
turn to issues surrounding bird conservation. 

A glimpse of where thinking on .this topic is headed can be had by 
perusing "Toward Conserving the Birds of Ontario," a recent 
discussion document prepared under the joint auspices of the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, Long Point Bird Observatory, 
Canadian Wildlife Service and Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources. The strategy proposed therein focuses on the protection 
of habitat in Ontario. It's really a landscape-level ecological 
integrity strategy, and as such reflects current thinking in 
conservation biology. The emphasis ( one might almost say the 
pretext) is bird conservation, but the ecological integrity 
approach is really aimed at protecting the biotic community as a 
whole, including all kinds of obscure critters much harder to 
"sell" than birds. It calls for a two pronged strategy: 1) protect 
sufficiently large undisturbed chunks of nature representing the 
full range of ecosystem and habitat types within each region ( "core 
area networks"); 2) maintain ecological processes and a decent 
level of habitat in the logged, farmed and settled lands outside of 
nature reserves ("sustainable landscapes"). 

All this is laudable, but connection to bird conservation is 
rendered somewhat tenuous by the fact that much is yet unknown 
about why some bird species are in decline. The emphasis here is on 
breeding habitat. The negative effects of forest fragmentation, and 
the accompanying "edge effects" such as increased nest predation 
and cowbird parasitism, on the breeding success of migratory 
songbirds has received a great deal of attention in recent years, 
and that attention is reflected in the document. The wood Thrush, 
a bird that is particularly vulnerable to these effects of forest 

C>-
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT (cont'd) 

fragmentation and whose core range is in regions (such as 
southwestern Ontario) where forest fragmentation and loss have been 
greatest, has suffered the steepest decline of any of our woodland 
songbirds. Its present Ontario population is only about a quarter 
of what it was in the 1960s. On the other hand, the Red-eyed Vireo, 
which is also highly vulnerable to Cowbird parasitism, has actually 
increased its population over this period. And other thrushes have 
been in decline, albeit not as seriously as the Wood Thrush. The 
Swainson's Thrush, a bird of dense coniferous boreal forest, has 
declined somewhat; this may have something to do with the fact that 
unsuccessfully replanted clearcuts tend to end up in poplar (which, 
come to think of it, might account for the increase in Red-eyed 
Vireos). But Gray-cheeked Thrushes have declined a little more than 
Swainson's Thrushes, and their breeding grounds are largely in the 
subarctic fastness beyond the reach (at least so far) of industrial 
forestry. If the limiting factor for thrushes is a shortage of 
habitat in their wintering range, then protecting and enhancing 
breeding habitat here will not increase their numbers a whit. 

The biggest declines are not among forest birds at all . Though some 
species such as the Wood Thrush have declined sharply, others have 
held steady or increased, so that the population of forest birds 
over all has tended to fluctuate around a constant level. 
Populations of grassland and scrub dwelling birds, by ~ontrast, 
have declined steadily since the 1960s. Here again, declines are 
partly attributable to habitat loss. Vast areas of eastern North 
America that were cleared for agriculture in the nineteenth century 
have been abandoned and reclaimed by forest. Most of this land was 
marginal farmland, rough pasture that provided habitat for 
grassland and scrubland birds. But shortage of habitat seems not to 
explain the particularly precipitous drop in the population of the 
now-threatened Loggerhead Shrike. The distribution of this bird in 
Ontario is now very restricted, and there are extensive parts of 
the province (such as the Bruce Peninsula) where plenty of 
apparently suitable habitat still exists but the shrikes do not. 

Understanding the causes of decline among scrubland species should 
be particularly interesting to Toronto naturalists. Apart from the 
Rouge Valley, there is nowhere in Metro that could even potentially 
provide decent breeding habitat for forest interior species . But 
some declining scrubland birds such as the Gray Catbird and Brown 
Thrasher have bred and continue to breed throughout Metro's 
ravines, parks and backyards. Perhaps, if the reason that numbers 
of Catbirds and Thrashers are dwindling relates to problems on 
their breeding grounds, there is something that we in Toronto can 
help to do about it. 

When the discussion document comes to address the question of 
implementing the strategy outlined above, it adopts a cautious, 
diffident, even pessimistic tone. As it points out, "people active 
in conservation are already overcommitted, 11 and its authors are 
only too well aware that in the Harris era it is just not Common 
Sense to expect the provincial government to support ecological 
integrity either financially or through the regulatory powers at 

c,. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT (cont'd) 

its disposal. Indeed, the report recognizes that the government is 
in the process of rolling back recent legislative gains in the area 
of environmental planning. This really leaves the ball in the court 
of "private stewardship." At least in southern Ontario, where most 
land is privately owned, this means that conservationists have the 
choice of: 1) persuading land owners to protect important habitat; 
2) buying outright land containing important habitat (that is, 
acquiring private nature reserves, such as the TFN has) ; or 3) 
buying from the owner not the land itself but only the rights to 
develop or destroy the important habitat in question ( this is 
called a "conservation easement," and it is the Latest Thing in 
legal mechanisms for nature conservation). More on the latter in a 
future column. 

Well, now that the topic of nature reserves has finally come up, 
please allow me to re-extend last month~ invitation to get involved 
in whatever way you can in documenting the flora and fauna of our 

[> unexplored Emily Hamilton reserve. Contribute to the march of human 
knowledge. It'll be fun. Really. Leave me a message at 757-0890. As 
I write, only one person has heeded the call and (this is 
embarrassing) I managed to lose his number before we could connect. 
So if you are that (or any other) interested person, please get 
back to me. 

Allan Greenbaum 0 
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REPORT OF THE NOiv1INATING COMiv1ITTEE 

The Nominating Committee, chaired by Joan O'Donnell, recommends the following 
slate of nominees to the Board for the \ 996-97 year: 

President: 

Vice President: 

Past President : 

Directors to retire in \997 : 

Directors to retire in 1998. 

Directors to 1"dire in 1999. 

,.. n:placing T1acy Buiier 

Allan Greenbaum 

MolTis Sorensen 

Joan O'Donnell 

Robin Powell* 
Helen Juhola 
Ann Millett 

Alexander Cappell 
Nancy Fredenburg 
Aarne Juhola 

Karin F awthrop 
Ke11 Cook 
Phoebe Cle\·erley 

TFN By-law no. l, section 5(g) provides that "any three members may submit, in 
writing, to the Secretary-Treasurer by July 15th the name of a candidate accompanied 
by the \Hillen consent of the 11omi11ee. Such nominations shall be published in the 
September issue of the newsletter and the names of such 11omim:es shall be added to 
the list of candidates submitted by the Nominating Committee". The Secretary
Treasurer is Aame Juhola, 112-51 Alexander Street, Toronto, Ont. M4 Y IB3 . 

According to TFN By-law no. I, section S(b), "If an election is required it shall be by 
ballot mailed to all members. Ballots may be mailed to the auditor or deposited at the 
Annual General Meeting prior to the commencement of the meeting. The ballots will 
be tabulated by the auditor who shall announce the results." 

Joan O'Donnell, Chainnan 
Nominating Committee 

Spring reluctantly 
looks over winter's domain 
and maybe will stay? 

0 

Haiku by Arthur Wade 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 

February 27, 1996 

I spotted a coyote in Pine Hills Cemetery on February 16th. When it saw 
me, it started to trot away from a pile of brush, logs and wood which it 
had apparently been using as a temporary shelter. I have seen a family 
of foxes in Pine Hills but this is the first coyote I've encountered 
there. 

Paul McGaw 

Ed. note: This species is also called "the brush wolf". The fact that 
Pine Hills is located on Taylor Creek with part of it kept as 

a nature reserve makes this cemetery suitable "brushy"habitat for it. 

March 19, 1996 

I have been a member of TFN for the past year, and have been enjoying 
the outings and meetings immensely, I have a suggestion for another 
monthly meeting: a "findings forum", in which participants bring 

objectsof natural history that they would like some help identifying. 
It could be a photo or sketch of an animal or its tracks or a cutting 
of a plant or perhaps a fossil. I lack the experience to organize such 
a discussion group myself, but I feel that, if a place and time were 
arranged, many participants would be forthcoming. I would jump at the 
chance for help with my lichen identification skills, while I in turn 
know a fair amount about edible wild flora. It would be an ideal 
opportunity for every one of us to share what we know. Please write 
to the newsletter with your thoughts about this idea. □ 

Lindsay Kearns 

THE WESTERN GREBE shown carrying its young on its back in this drawing 
by Geraldine Goodwin, is a casual visitor to our lakeshore. TFN has not 
had a report this decade so far. 

------
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PROJECTS 
Friends of Mimico Creek 

To protect and lmpro•• the health ol the lllmlco Creek Watershed 

My older neigbours tell of a time when Mimico Creek was a valued asset in Etobicoke. 
The local folks fished there in summer and skated in winter. The waters glittered with 
fish, while frogs and toads conversed in their ancient ways. Kingfishers and herons were 
common then, chipmunks scurried the banks, and now and then a graceful mink would 
venture into view. Then, through a combination of factors, the Mimico Creek became 
what has been called by some "the most polluted waterway in Metropolitan Toronto", 
A small group of Etobicoke residents is trying to change that. 

Friends of Mimico Creek is a newly formed group whose objective is to protect and 
improve the health of the Mimico Creek Watershed. We are interested in getting in 
contact with concerned residents who would like to assist with this process. Our intent is 
to form a strong and united group from the 3 municipalities concerned, i.e. Brampton, 
Mississauga and ·Etobicoke. The conditions are quite different in each of these 
municipalities, so we shall have to devise different approaches. If you want to join us 
please call Rhona or J.µuce at (416) 233-1786 or Diana at (416) 233-6856. 

Diana Karrandjas 

RIVERBANK GRAPE 
is the native species 
which grows wild 
throughout the ravines 
of Toronto and has 
even been found 
flourishing downtown. 
You '11 know it. 
It's the one with 
leaves which are 
green on both sides, 
while those of the 
hybrid wine grape 
often planted here 
are white on the 
underside. 

(Field sketch with visiting fly 
was made on the banks of the 
West Don.) 

DB 

Ref.: VASCULAR PLANTS 
OF METROPOLITAN TORONTO 
TFN 1990 

I> 
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PROJECTS (cont'd) 

LOON WATCHERS WANTED 

Concern about the effects of acid rain and human disturbance on loons 
led to the creation of the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey (CLLS), a long
term project designed to monitor the numbers and breeding success of 
loonson lakes across Canada. The survey needs help from people who 
can visit lakes at least three times during the summer -- June to watch 
for resident adults, July to look for newly hatched chicks, and August 
to record the number of chicks that have survived the summer. Information 
is needed from every type of lake -- from pristine wilderness retreats 
to busy cottage waterways. Even surveys of lakes without loons provide 
valuable information, as we hope to discover those factors that exclude 

[> loons from an area. To register, contact CLLS, Bird Studies, Canada, 
P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ont. NOE lMO. Send a $12 tax-creditable fee, 
to offset costs of producing and distributing survey kits (mailed in 
May) and a newsletter (mailed in the fall). 

HERITAGE GARDEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

The Todmorden Mills Museum is currently looking for enthusiastic and energetic 
gardeners interested in contributing some thyme to the museum's new heritage garden 
project. Due to the diverse nature of our four acre historic site this project offers an 
exciti111z challen1re for evervone . .., .., -
Established in 1795, Todmorden Mills was the first industrial site on the Don River. 
Over the years it has been home to a mill complex, brewery and distillery. Present 
day remains of the 19th century village include a paper mill, brewery and two millers' 
homes. 

The museum is looking for volunteers to do research, and to plant .and maintain our 
heritage gardens for a minimum term of one year. Recruitment will begin 
immediately and our first annual meeting will be held in April 1996. Volunteer 
applications can be obtained by calling Denise O'Prey at 396-2819. 

□ 

Buying less and consuming less is the only way to truly become a green 
citizen. We North Americans, six per cent of the world's population, are 
causing most of the world's pollution, and are using up two thirds of its 
resources. Over-consumption got us into this mess, and switching brands 
isn't going to get us out of it. But responsible shopping does get people 
thinking about what they can do, and about their role in environmental 
protection, and that is a step in the right direction. 

from "How Green is Green? -- Editorial" in~, Vol. 1, No. 3, August 1989 
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HOW TO HELP BABY BIRDS 

They are best in the nest. If you find an unfeathered or partially feathered baby bird 
on the ground, it is probably a NESTLING. 1?1:plac:1:: it in its nest. The nest will 
probably be directly overhead or very near by". If you can't find or reach a nest, make 
one! A small basket with dry grass placed off the ground will allow a parent bird to 
locate its baby. Parents WILL accept babies that have been handled by humans. 
Watch to make sure the parent comes to feed the baby in the next few hours. 

They go around on the ground. Babies which are too big for the nest but are not 
yet flying are called FLEDGLINGS. Fledglings are fully feathered but may have a 
short tail. You may see them on the ground hopping or fluttering their wings. The 
parents feed them every few hours and care for them on the ground until they can fly. 
They are more vulnerable at this time, but need to stay where they can receive their 
parents' care. If you are concerned about them, you may place them in a bush or on a 
low tree branch. You can also help them survive by keeping cats indoors and dogs on 
a leash until they learn to fly. 

If you think a bird is hurt or sick, put it in a box. Put the box in a warm, quiet, dark 
place. Do not give the bird anything to eat. NEVER give a baby bird water, as it 
will get water in its lungs and die. Call the Toronto Wildlife Centre for instmctions. 
Baby birds need professional care and frequent feeding (every 15-20 minutes) so it is 
impossible (and illegal) to care for the bird on your own. 

Other ways to help: Pass the \vord. Let your neighbours know about nestlings and 
fledglings. Avoid using pesticides. Do not trim trees between April and August, as 
this can disturb nests. It is against the law to disturb nesting birds. Donate to TWC 
to help the Centre care for orphaned and injured birds. 

I"'. Toronto Wildlife Centre 416-214-1624 O 

V.-----~~---:----~~------:--, 

ROSE TWISTED-STALK (Lily family), Bancroft. Drawing by Eva Davis. 
Also a Toronto native - Rouge Valley, Highland Creek, High Park, 

and Scarboro Bluffs. 



TFN 460 - 25 

THE CADDISFLY: AQUATIC ENGINEER 

The Trichoptera, or caddisflies, are an insect order with immature aquatic 
forms. The adults resemble moths and are generally a dull brown colour 
with their fore and hindwings held roof-like over their abdomens. They 
can be easily distinguished from moths by their hairy wings and a lack of 
a coiled proboscis. Trichoptera means "hair wing". Their mouthparts are 
reduced, much like those of mayflies, and they are capable of ingesting 
only fluids. They are a holometabolous order, meaning the individual 
progresses from an egg to a larva, then pupates, and finally emerges as 
an adult. 

The larvae are mainly found in cool, running waters and, to a varying 
degree, in lakes as well. They play a vital role in the aquatic 
environments in which they are found and can dominate in terms of biomass . 
The diet of caddisfly larvae consists mainly of algae or decaying plant 
matter. The larva can be distinguished from that of other aquatic insects 
by its heavily sceloritized thorax, mainly membranous abdomen and the 
possession of a pair of anal claws on the final segment of the abdomen; 
the abdomen of the larvae of most aquatic insects has filamentous tracheal 
gills that aid in respiration. 

One of the distinctive features of this 
build protective cases and shelters out 
leaves and even discarded snail shells. 
are grouped into five categories: 

order is the larvae's ability to 
of debris such as rocks, twigs, 

North American caddisfly larvae 

1) Free-living forms. The larvae do not construct shelters and are 
usually predacious. 

These larvae make cases out of rocks that resemble 2) Saddle-case makers. 
turtle shells. They eat mainly diatoms and fine particulate organic 
matter . 

3) Purse-case makers. These larvae are free living until the final 
moult stage when they construct a purse or barrel-shaped case. Their 
main food source is filamentous algae. 

4) Net-spinners or retreat-makers. These larvae mainly manufacture 
stationary retreats, usually with a silken net to strain food from 
the water. 

5) Tube-case makers. These larvae build portable cases out of various 
materials, essentially tubular in form. The cases also assist in 
respiration as the larva is able to create a localized water current 
in the case, increasing the ~mount of oxygen exposed to the tracheal 
gills. 

Each of these categories of larval forms corresponds to specific families 
of caddisflies which aids in further identification. 

Mark Hanson 

References: 
Currie, Dr. Doug - notes 
Da.rling, Dr. Chris - notes 

Merrit, R.W. and K.W. Cummins (Ed). AN INTRODUCTION TO THE AQUATIC 
INSECTS OF NORTH AMERICA, Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co., 1984. O 
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IN THE NEWS 
TRUCK SPILLS JET FUEL AT BUSY INTERSECTION 

A tanker truck hauling highly explosive jet fuel spilled about 1,000 litres into North 
York sewers March 11, 1996, closing the intersection of Jane St. and Finch Ave. W. 
and causing some contamination of Black Creek. The fuel leaked into storm sewers 
and at least some of it made its way into Black Creek. Works crews set up booms in 
the creek and siphoned off as much fuel as they could. A clean-up crew from a 
nearby Imperial Oil plant was dispatched to assist North York and Metro public works 
crews. The truck reportedly belonged to Roy Curran Transport Ltd. of Richmond Hill. 

extracted from an article by Bruce DcMara in THE TORONTO STAR. 12 March 1996 

'PARKWATCH' URGED TO PREVENT MISUSE 

During July of 1994, Anita Isaac heard that swans had been killed in a Richmond Hill 
pond and that a nearby resident failed to report anything because she didn't want to get 
involved. Isaac has seen many misdeeds done to her neighbourhood park while taking 
her dog on a one-hour daily walk . She has watched people cut down trees for 
firewood, drive their cars over the parkland and pour furnace fuel into the river. She's 
been yelled at by a man who was dumping asphalt taken from his driveway. Now 
she's on a quest to have municipalities in York Region set up a 'Parkwatch' program, 
similar to Neighbourhood Watch. She v,:ants residents orgaryized to monitor the parks 
while they jog or walk their dogs and report any wrongful behaviour to the proper 
authorities. We have the environment ministry, the police, fire, parks and bylaw 
departments in place to deal with parks problems. A list of contact numbers for park 
watchers to call could be included on tax bills and other materials distributed by the 
municipality. Markham started such a program in 1993. The parks now have signs 
stating the area is under Parkwatch and listing phone numbers for the police and parks 
and recreation department . This doesn't need a big budget. If people realize they 
shouldn't ignore vandalism, they will see results. 

extracted from an article by Peter Kri\·el in THE TORONTO STAR. 7 December 1995 C> 

Most Canadians do not even have the basic underpinnings of environmental 
appreciation. Our pioneering history set up a culture that survived by 
declaring war on nature. Trees were seen as obstacles to agriculture, 
therefore to be cut down. Beaver and buffalo were valued only as fuel 
to the fur trade, up for the kill. Wildlands always seemed ample in 
this vast country, and until recently natural resources appeared 
limitless. 

from "For Every Child a Tree" by Eleanor Barrington, PROBE POST, Vol. 11, 
#2, Summer 1988, and reprinted, with permission, from the August 1988 
i.ssue of TODAY'S PARENT. 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

FLOATING RESORT PLANS SINK IN POLITICAL WATERS 

The proponents of a floating resort in Bluffers Park may be weighing anchor and 
setting sail for friendlier waters. Nautical Village Group (NVG) was hoping to Jock 
26 two-unit chalets in tht: marina as part of a time-share complex that would indutle 
an on-land recrt:aliuu c1:11lre. While Bluffers Park is the pn:ferred location, public and 
political opposition has meant it will be almost impossible for the company to get the 
project through the municipal planning process without a long hard fight. Metro 
manages the park and, un<ler its management with the private marina, has final say on 
any new uses. 

"xtr:icted from an article b, Stuart Green in TliE SCARBOROUGII MIRROR. 13 March 1996 

TREES RESPOND TO CLIMATIC CHANGE 

Evidence that our climate is changing, if slowly, has come from a ::;tu<ly of trees in 
northern Canada. If global wanning is happening then deciduous trees like poplars 
and birches should be able to grow further north than before -- and they might just 
take over from evergreen conifers! By studying the recolonisation of areas burned by 
v.:ildfires over 20 years ago, biologists at the University of Alberta have been able to 
show that deciduous trees are 'moving' northwards. Comparing the burned areas with 
unburned forest and tundra they found that spruces were much less common, while 
poplars and birches had increased greatly in numbers. Even more importantly, the 
deciduous trees but not the conifers had colonised burnt tundra areas which were 
previously treeless. The biologists believe that the slightly wanner and drier growing 
seasons recorded there in recent years have already had a significant effect on the tree 
composition of these northern forests where wildfires have made it possible. Wanner 
and drier weather will almost certainly increase the frequency of \vildfires which in 
tum will speed up the replacement of conifers by deciduous trees. 

report by John Timson in AMATEVR GARDENING, January 1996 

POISON SIGNS DOT LAWNS 

It is spring again in Don Mills, and again the little white poison ~igns are dotting the 
Jawns. What kind of progress are we making in cleaning up the Earth when home
owners think a weedless lawn is more important than the health of our environment 
and its creatures? 

a letter written by Douglas M. Medcofto THE TORONTO STAR., 21 May 1995 C> 



TFN 460 - 28 

IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

PRAIRIE OWL THE CAUSE OF MAJOR PESTICIDE BAN 

To help save a tiny prairie owl that lives underground, Health Canada has instituted a 
partial ban on carbofuran, an insect and maggot killer used on fruits, vegetables and 
grains, especially wheat. On the Prairies, it is also sprayed along roadsides to kill 
grasshoppers. Sold under the trade name Furadan, the chemical is manufactured in the 
United States. Dealers can sell existing stocks until the end of 1997. Tiny amounts of 
carbofuran are fatal to some birds, particularly the burrowing owl. The new mies will 
still allow some uses--on strawberries and canola--but will limit the number of times 
the chemical can be used in a season. Western farmers argued against a ban, saying 
crop damage by insects and the higher cost of other pesticides could raise farm costs 
by 510 million a year. 

extracted from an article in THE GLOBE .\\"D \1:\IL. JO December l4t/:i 

ENDANGERED SPECIES NEWS 

- In Boston, wildlife officials are trying to find a way to safely evict the city's only 
mated pair of peregrine falcons from their nest on the Custom Tower, a fonner federal 
building that is being converted to time-share apartments. The two birds have lived 
there since 1988 and are among the most productive breeding pairs in the East. 
Experts hope to close off the birds' nest site and lure them to a man-made perch on a 
nearby state-owned office building. 

- At least 10 per cent of the world's plant species will be saved from the threat of 
extinction by 20 IO thanks to British gamblers. The Millennium Commission, \vhich 
distributes proceeds from Britain's national lottery, has av .. ·arded London's Kew 
Botanical Garden 545 million to expand its seed bank for wild plants, already the 
largest of its kind. 

extracted from an article by Karen Danes in THE TORO:'JTO STAR. 30 December 1995 

THE WILD KINGDOM 

Humans have moved plants and animals around since neolithic times, but modern 
human trade patterns have transfonned "bio-invasions" into a phenomenon without 
precedent. Scientists view the introduction of alien species as the second-biggest 
cause of species extinction after the destmction of habitats such as tropical forests. 
Unlike deforestation, the process is irreversible. 

extracted from "Social Studies" in THE GLOBE A!':D MAIL. 12 December 1995 t> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

BUYERS SHOULD PROTECT THE RURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Are you in the market for a cottage, hobby fann or country property? Will rural life 
be a new experience for you? Congratulations. Rural living can be a rewarding 
experience. Swimming in a sparkling lake, spotting wildlife just outside your living 
room window, breathing fresh clean air, enjoying the tranquility -- these are some 
aspects of rural life that make the inconveniences well worth it. Wait a minute. Hold 
the phone. What inconveniences? Well ... inconveniences such as pumping out a septic 
tank (gee, they didn't tell you there's no municipal sewage service in this neck of the 
woods?). Maybe you have to haul in your own safe drinking water twice a week 
(there's no municipal water supply, either). Perhaps you have to compost and dispose 
of your own garbage (nope, there's no curbside pickup in these parts, either). Then 
there's your "you-can't-do-that" stuff you must observe if you want to keep the natural 
environment .. .like not cutting back those weedy shrubs at the shoreline that interfere 
with your view of the \ake ... or not fertilizing the \awn, because the fertilizer can 
contaminate lakes and streams and groundwater. 

Rural living is really about making compromises. lt's about making adjustments in the 
way you do everyday things, so you fit into, rather than overwhelm, the surrounding 
environment. If you aren't willing to make those allowances -- do without those big
city amenities -- then pretty soon that natural environment will disappear. And there 
goes the whole point of owning a rural property. Some people mistakenly buy a 

country property thinking they can have it al\ -- big city conveniences plunked in a 
rustic setting. The truth is, nature is not that accommodating. You're the one who has 
to make allowances. _Do you want to see wildlife at your back door? Then you 
should allow trees and shrubs to thrive in their natural state, so wildlife have habitat. 
Do you really want to have fish to catch? T11en don't panic about the aquatic plants in 
your lake -- the ones that make it tricky to swim. They provide the fish with food 
and shelter. Before you start looking think carefully about what you really \Vant from 
a rural property. Do you want to be part of a recreational community along with lots 
of other active, growing families? Maybe a chalet in a semi-urban development 
would suit you. Are you looking for a ·quiet area to retire to? Maybe an older, 
established community would be the ticket. Are you looking for a rural retreat far 
from the city') Perhaps a property in Northern Ontario would fit the bill. 
an article by the \iinistry of EnYironment and Energy in REAL ESTATE '.\!EWS. October 20. 1995 D 

Miles of tamaracks, 
kilometers of spruces. 
North of forty-nine! 

haiku by Helen Juhola 
June, 1990 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
Toronto, May 199 5 

May was unremarkable, gradually wanning up from April's chill to become slightly 
above normal. There was the usual passage of weather systems, wanner and cooler 
spells, all on an upward trend. Rainfall was about l O to 20 mm above nonnal, and 
sunshine very close to nonnal. By month's end, temperatures reached the high 
twenties, but no thirties were recorded. May was a good month for spring growth this 
year with gentle temperatures and adequate rain well distributed. 

Toronto, June l 995 

Hot, dry weather set in during June. Temperatures averaged about two to two-and-a
half degrees above nonnal, with Pearson Airport's 20.0"C tying 1991 for the third
\Yannest June on record. Rainfall was 52. l mm at Pearson, and 55.2 mm downtown 
as opposed to a nonnal in the upper sixties. The period from June 8th to 26th was 
virtually rainless. Sunshine was not quite twenty hours above nonnal (not 
exceptionally high), and winds were slightly below average, especially at Pearson 
Airport. 

The outstanding feature was the dry . spell mid-month \vith gradually, relentlessly 
increasing temperatures. This record heat wave almost coincided with I 994's heat
wave in the same period. Downtown's 35 .6°C on June 19th was the hottest for so 
early in the summer and second-highest June reading on record -- tied with 1901 and 
1913 (36 .4''C v..-as recorded in 1964 ). The heat wave eased thereafter. Hot, dry 
weather in Ontario and other parts of Canada set off se\'ere forest fires in many 
locations. 

Toronto, July 1995 

July was hot and humid for the most part, with a mix of severe weather mid-month. 
Temperatures averaged 0. T'C above nonnal downtown, and I .4"C above nonnal at 
Pearson Airport. It was the wannest July at the airport since 1988. Precipitation was 
below nonnal in Toronto as the big stonns generally missed us, with only light 
showers coming every few days. Rainfall in the 50 millimetre range pushed us into a 
bit of a drought condition, especially after heat and somewhat below-nonnal rainfall in 
June. Winds averaged higher than in recent years (Toronto Island marginally below 
the long-tem1 average, but the highest since 1990). Sunshine was actually about 15 
hours below nonnal with 263.1 hours, due to variable cloudiness in some of the humid 
weather. 

C> 
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THE WEATHER (cont'd) 

July began with a brisk cold front over the Canada Day weekend. We thought that the 
hot trend begun in June had been short-lived. It dipped below 1 0"C at Pearson A.irport 
on July 3rd. Downtown's minimum of 10.2"C was the lowest July temperature since 
1984. A few days later, another cool shot accompanied by lots of cloud meant 
daytime temperatures remained in the teens on July 8th. However ... heat was building 
up in the U.S. midwest and moved slowly eastward. It topped 32"C on July 13th, a 
day intem1pted by a sharp squall line of thunderstonns in the afternoon. The next 
day, readings in the mid-to-upper thirties accompanied by incredibly high dewpoint 
readings made for one of the most uncomfortabl.e days in Toronto's history. Pearson 
Airport hit 36.8"C, exceeded to be sure as recently as 1988, but the dewpoint was a 
phenomenal 26". This gave a humidex of 49 .6"C. 

While ihis was haµµening, a dragging cold front set off violent thunde1sto1ms that 
evening .. . running in a swatl'~.from Sault Ste. Marie southeastwards across cotiage 
country towards Kingston. By next morning, tornadoes had ripped up much forest and 
done much damage. Toronto was untouched. The rest of the month was consistently 
humid, partly cloudy, and free from extremes but definitely on the sultry side. 

Toronto, August 1995 

Sultry conditions, a bizarre mix of stonn and drought, persisted through most of 
August. In spite of torrential rains early in the month, we were definitely droughty 
again by the last week. Temperatures averaged about two degrees above nonnal to 
make this the hottest August since 1973, and downtown it was fractionally warmer 
than July. Persistent sultriness and minimum temperatures stubbornly above 20"C 
accounted for most of the deviation, with relatively little in the way of soaring 
daytime highs. Rainfall downtown was 129.4 mm as opposed to the nonnal 82.5 mm, 
the highest since 1986. At Pearson Airport, the rainfall was 135.4 111111, exceeded as 
recently as 1992. 

Most of the rain came from three heavy thunderstorms: on the evening of August 3rd; 
a few hours later on the morning of August 4th; and on the evening of August 14th. 
Up to 50 mm or more of rain fell in a couple of hours, at least on the first occasion, 
though it varied from neighbourhood to neighbourhood. Flooded basements and 
flooded creeks were common. But after August 14th, it was virtually rairless. Much 
of the rain had run off too quickly to give full benefit. 

In the latter part of August, starting on August 21st, it began to cool down to more 
seasonable conditions. 

Summer 1995 was distinctly hot. The three-month period June to August was the 
wannest since I 959 at Pearson Airport and since 1955 at Buffalo, NY. 

Gavin Miller 
□ 
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COMING EVENTS 
Toronto Ornithological Club - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks - aimed at 

the intermediate birder, but beginners are also welcome - free . 
• "First Wave" High Park - Sat. May 4 from 7:30 am to 12 noon with 

Bob Yukich. Meet in the parking area inside the Bloor St. entrance 
to High Park Ave. 

• "Warblers" Lambton Woods - Sat. May 11 from 7:30 am to 12 noon with 
Don Burton. Meet in the parking lot at James Gardens (access from 
Edenbridge Dr.) 

• "Peak Migration" Toronto Islands - Sat. May 18 from 7:45 am (all day) . 
Meet at the Toronto Islands ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. to 
catch the 8 am ferry to Hanlan's Point. Bring a lunch. 

• "Whimbrel and late migration" Col. Sam Smith Park - Sat. May 25 
from 7:15 am to 12 noon with Norm Murr. Meet at the entrance to the 
Lakeshore Psychiatric Hospital on Lakeshore Blvd. W. at Kipling Ave . 

The next Jim Baillie Merrorial Bird Walk will take place in September . 

Mycological Society of Toronto - for information about meetings and 
forays to find mushrooms, call HI-FUNGI . 

Toronto Entomologists' Association - for information about meetings or 
outings to study insects, call Alan Hanks at 905-727-6993. 

Save the Rouge Valley System - for outings in the Rouge Valley on the 
last Sunday of each month, call 289-6643 for details. 

Canadian Wildflower Society - for information about wildflower garden 
tours, call Paul McGaw (261-6272) or Carolyn King (222-5736). 

Humber Watershed Task Force Meetings - open to the public - call 
Madelyn Webb (661-6600, ext. 331) to confirm dates, times and locations. 
Dates set are May 28, June 25, July 23 . 

Black Creek Project summer meetings and events: 
• General Meeting - May 1 at 6:30 pm at 2700 Eglinton Ave. West 
•Workday (planting of trees and shrubs, mulching, garbage clean-up) 

May 11 from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm at northwest corner of Pennsylvani a 
Ave . and Jane St., north of Highway #7. 

• General meeting - June 5 at 6:30 pm at 2700 Eglinton Ave. West 
•Workday - June 8 at 10 am to 12 noon at northeast corner of 

Trethewey Dr. and Black Creek Dr. 
• General meeting - July 3 at 6:30 pm at 2700 Eglinton Ave. West. 
•Workday - July 13 from 10 am to 12 noon at northeast corner of 

Trethewey Dr. and Black Creek Dr. 
See also monthly joint outings with TFN along the creek. 

School Yard Naturalization: a Life Zone Approach - a one-day workshop 
at the Arboretum of the University of Guelph - May 13, 14 or 15 
from 9 am to 5 pm. Workshop $66; Resource Manual $29. For more 
information, call 519-824-4120 or FAX (519)763- 9598 . 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Casa Loma Gardens - free viewing after 4 pm on Tuesdays beginning in May. 

Market Gallery Exhibitions - 95 Front St. East at Jarvis (392-7604) 
• The Visual Record: recent photography acquistions from the City of 

Toronto Archives' Collections - Feb. 24 to June 16. 
• Portrait of Toronto: The work of Owen Staples (1866-1949) - June 22 

to Oct. 20. 

Nature Walks and Garden Talks in Scarborough'sL~~moreaux Woodlot. Meet 
at the front door of the L'Amoreaux Community Centre at 200 McNicoll . Ave. 
May 2, 9, 11, 30 and June 13 from 10 am to 11:30 am (excellent for 
spring wildflowers and trees}. 
If special groups would like a nature tour, call 396-7406. 

Natural History Tours with George Bryant - call 223-6922 for details. 

Rail Heritage Walking tours with Ian Wheal 
• May 4 at 1:30 pm - Lambton Park - Meet at Dundas St. West and Howland 

Ave. 
• May 11 at l pm - Toronto's first railway - Meet at Eglinton Ave. West 

and Caledonia Rd. 
• May 18 at 1:30 pm - North West Toronto - Meet at southeast corner of 

Weston Rd. and Steeles Ave. West. 
• May 25 at 1:30 pm - Lower Don River - Meet at Riverdale Farm (Sumach 

and Winchester). 
• June 1 at 1:30 pm - Kipling/New Toronto tour - Meet at southwest 

corner of Horner Ave. and Kipling Ave. 

Toronto Historical Board Summer Walking Tours (many to celebrate the 
200th anniversary of Yonge StJ For complete list call 392-6827. 

200 Years Yonge celebrations - for information on tours and other events 
visit the OiPHeritage Centre at 719 Yonge St. (just south of Bloor St.) 
a: call 515-7536. 

Celebrate Your Watershed week - For information about the many events (May 5-11) 
such as "Paddle the Don" on May 5, call 661-6600, ext. 325. 

Task Force to Bring Back the Don events: 
• May 4 at 10 am - Planting and clean up at Chatsworth Ravine. Meet at 

the corner of Duplex Ave. and Glenview Ave. 
• May 25 at 12 noon - Don River walk with Dalton Shipway. M~et at 

the footbridge in Riverdale Park. 
• June 4 at 6 pm - walk to Chester Springs Marsh. Meet at the 

Riverdale footbridge. 
• planting wildflowers at Rosedale subway station at 10 am on June 8. · 
• planting wetland plants in Chester Springs Marsh in late June . 
• nature walks throughout the summer. 
For more details, call 392-0401. 

t> 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Humber Heritage celebrates Watershed Week 
•Sun.May 5 at 10 am. Meet at James Gardens to take a walk through 

Humbervale with Bob Given and Diana Scythes of the Et. Historical 
Society. 

•Sat.May 4 at 10:30 am. Meet at St. Phillip's Church to walk south 
along the Humber River to Raymore Park with Marj Mossman and Mary Lou 
Ashbourne of the Weston Historical Society. 

•Sat.May 11 at 11 am. Meet at Lambton House on Old Dundas St. on the 
east side of Humber River to explore Lambton Mills and the Carrying 
Place with Madeleine McDowell of Heritage York. 

Take a Hike on Parks Day with the Metro Parks and Culture Dept. on 
Sat. July 20. Interpretive hikes, information, displays, refreshments 
and prizes at Toronto Islands, Rouge Park and the Humber Arboretum. 
For details call 392-8186 (days) or 392-3390 (evenings and weekends). 

International Migratory Day - Sat. May 11 - See President's Report and 
TFN outing. Introduce others to the excitement of birds and 
birdwatching. 

Todmorden Mills special events: 
Sunday, June 23 - Where it all began: 200 years at Todmorden Mills 
Monday, August 5 - Simcoe Day celebrations 
July - Gallery exhibition: The Changing Landscape of the Don Valley 
For more information, call 396-2819. 

Walks with the "Urban Naturalist", Morris Sorensen: 
• Trilliums and Trout Lilies (a celebration of Spring) - May 5 ($5) 
• Kelso excursion (bus trip) - May 26 ($31) 
• Photos in the field - June 8 ($5) 
Pre-registration is necessary, so call Morris at 416-755-6030. 

Metro Toronto Parks & Culture Dept. is offering an extensive program of 
walking tours this year -- spring walks, garden park tours,etc . 
For a copy of their walking tour guide, call 392-8186. 

High Park guided natural and human heritage walking tours ($2 donation 
suggested) from late April to October: rrost Sundays at 1:15 pm in May and June, 
and Sundays at 1:15 pm and Tuesdays at 6:45 pm in July and August, 
starting at the south entrance to the Grenadier Restaurant. For 
a schedule look in the local libraries, Toronto City Hall or at the 
park notice boards. To check details, call 392-7276, ext, 301. 

Butterfly Count - Sat. July 13. Call 766-1330 for details. 

How decorative! 
Pearl crescent butterfly on 
Queen Anne's lace doily. 

haiku by Diana Banville. 
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Membership Renewal Notice 
Your current membership expires June 30, 1996. To renew your membership 
for the year July l, 1996 to June 30, 1997., and ensure receiving a September 
newsletter, send payment by June 30, 1996, to the address on the back. 

Please renew NOW to help spread the work load for our volunteers and to 
save us the expense of sending the renewal notice and, please, NO post-dated 
cheques! 

I wish to [ 
[ 

* ] renew 
] give a donation 

Remittance enclosed in the amount of: 

l $30 Family (2 adults, same address, children included) 

] $25 Single [ $25 Senior Family (2 adults 65+-] 

$20 Student $20 Senior Single 

$ _____ Donation (tax receipts issued for donations) 

* Please check your name and address on back and give us your current 
telephone number. 

Telephone number -------................................................................................................... 

9&~l l'\<-4 .. ~•S '--~._'l 
M&V ,&Tt?l'-. 
M~ .. , 14- ,q ~ ~ 
""~'< C:.uM~lN~ 

THE MAY APPLE, a common native Toronto plant, is a member of the 
Barberry family. Other native plants in this family in our area are 
twinleaf and blue cohosh. 
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
20 College St., Suite 11 
Toronto, Ontario MSG 1K2 

(416)968-6255

3 4 (L) 

Publications Mail 
Registration No. 
6669 

XX44 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST 

Published eight times a year by the Toronto Field Naturalists, a charitable, non-profit organization, the aims of which are 
to stimulate public interest in natural history and to encourage the preservation of our natural heritage. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB: INDEX OF TFN NEWSLETTERS (1938 to present) ............ j $ 10.00 
ITS HISTORY ANO CONSTITUTION, 1965 .................... $ 2.00 

CHECKLIST OF PLANTS IN FOUR TORONTO PARKS: 
WILKET CREEK, HIGH PARK, HUMBER VALLEY, 
LAMBTON WOODS, 1972 ................................. $ 2.00 

TORONTO THE GREEN, 1976 
Metropol�an Toronto's important natural areas 
are described and recommendations given for 
their conservation and management; 
indudes maps, bibliography and index .................•...... $ 8.00 

TORONTO FlaO NATURALISTS' RA VINE SURVEYS .......... ea $ 4.00 
Survey #1 • Chatsworth Ravine. 1973 

•Survey #2 • Brookbanks Ravine, 1974
Survey #3 • Chapman Valley Ravine, 1975
Survey #4 • Wigmore Ravine, 1975
Survey 15 • Park Drive Ravine, 1976
Survey #6 • Burke Ravine, 1976
Survey fl• Taylor Creek-Woodbine Bridge

Ravines, 19n
Survey #8-West Don Valley, 1978

TORONTO REGION BIRD CHART. 1983 ...................... $ 4.00 

A GRAPHIC GUIDE TO ONTARIO MOSSES, 1985 ......•....... $ 4.00 

GUIDE TO THE TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' 
NATURE R�SERVE, LEASKDALE, ONT., 1986 ......•........ $ 4.00 

TORONTO ISLANDS: PLANT COMMUNITIES AND 
NOTEWORTHY SPECIES, 1987 ........................... $ 4.00 

TODMORDEN MILLS, 1987 ................................ $ 4.00 

VASCULAR PLANTS OF METROPOLITAN TURONTO, 1990 ..... $ 8.00 

NOG.S.T. 

Al publications are available at the monthly general meetings or may be 
ordered from Toronto Field Naturafists, 20 Colege St., Suite 11, Toronto, 
Ontario, MSG 11<2. (Add $2.00 per Item for postage and handling). 

MEMBERSHIP FEES (No G.S.T.) 

ISSN 0820-636X 

$30 FAMil.. Y (2 adults -same address, children included) 
$25 SINGLE, SENIOR FAMILY 
$20 STIJDENT, SENIOR SINGLE 
Tax receipts issued for donations 

Membership fees and address changes should be sent to: 
20 College St., Suite 11, Toronto, Ontario MSG 1K2 
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