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TFN MEETINGS 
Sunday, April 6, 1997 - THE BAYVIEW GHOST, a talk by Alan Redway, 

at 2:30 Ell\ 

in the Northrop Frye Hall 
Victoria Unversity 

73 Queen's Parle Cres. East 

former Mayor of East York, Metro Councillor and 
Federal Member of Parliament. 

- Find out the story of East York's most famous 
ghost . from someone who has had much personal 
involvement with the story. Set between two 
railway lines and adjacent to the Bayview 
Extension, this large property on the upper slopes 
of the Don Valley has been owned by a developer 
since the early 1950s and is once again "about to 
be developed", causing much anguish among those 
trying to protect the Don Valley. 

+ a "Social Hour" beginning at 2 pm with free 
coffee and juice 

+ a sale of Always Alice cards (Call 767-6149 for 
special orders.) 

+ a display and sale of cards, posters and raffle 
tickets for va ~i ous works of Robert Bateman by 
the ELSA Foundation, a group which raises funds 
for conservation of Canadian endangered species 

,EXT MEETING : Sunday, May 4, 1997 

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETTER 

Requested: Essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 300 words), 
poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings. 

Subjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, especially reports of 
personal experiences with wildlife. 

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions can be 
acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and date of each clipping. 

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at least six weeks 
before the month in which the event is to take place. 

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists 
605 - 14 College St. 
Toronto, Ontario MSG 1K2 

Newsletter Committee members: Helen Juhola, Diana Banville, Jenny Bull, Eva Davis 
Nancy Fredenburg, EileeuMayo, Joan O'Donnell, Toshi Oikawa. 
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TFN OUTINGS 
REMEMBER: Children and visitors are welcome on all outings but please, NO PETS! 
To get to outings on time, check TIC routes and schedules by calling 393-4636. 
Check the weather by calling 661-0123 so you will know what to wear on outings which 
go rain or shine. 

Tuesday 
April 1 
10 am 

Saturday 
April 5 
10 am 

Sunday 
April 6 
2:30 pm 

Wednesday 

April 9 
1:30 pm 

Saturday 
April 12 
9:30 am 

Tuesday 
April 15 
10 am 

UNIVERSITY GREENHOUSES - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Alice Mandryk 
Meet at the northwest corner of College St. and University Ave. 
Bring a stool and your equipment for sketching and photography . 
There are many different rooms of exotic plants to view. We will be going 
to a food court across the street for lunch and to view our work. 

LOWER DON - nature walk Don, Toronto 
Leader: David Stonehouse 
Meet at the Broadview subway station . 
This walk will be a joint outing with the Task Force to Bring Back the Don 
to celebrate National Wildlife Week. We will be looking at some of the 
actions that have to taken to help restore the Don Valley. [ See pages 17-18 
which help explain why it is like it is.] 

TFN MEETING (See page 2.) 

BELT LINE - nature walk York, Toronto 
Leader: Nancy Fredenburg 
Meet at the Eglinton West subway station. 
No hills on this walk. We will be following the route of an abandoned rail
way line diagonally across the city, passing parks and backyards with 
interesting plants and birds to view. 

EASTERLY FILTRATION PLANT - tour lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Jack Douglas 
Call 968-6255 and leave your name and telephone number if you 
want to take this tour. (Limited number may attend.) 
This is the newest of several filtration plants located on the lakeshore. 
Anyone who wonders about our drinking water will find this to be a fascinating 
place to visit .at the west end of East Point Park. 

BASE OF SPIT - nature walk lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: George Bryant 
Meet at the base of the Leslie Street Spit. Bring lunch . 
~ lakeshore is always an exciting place to visit in spring as the birds 
return and the earliest flowers appear. Bring binoculars and a notebook. 
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APRIL OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Sunday 
April 20 
2 pm 

Thursday 
April 24 
11 am 

Sunday 
April 27 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
April 30 
10:30 am 

ferry 
$ tickets 

MUD CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Ed Freeman 

Don tributary, Toronto 

Meet at the southwest corner of Merton St. and Mt. Pleasant Rd. 
This is a joint outing with the North Toronto Green Coom..tni ty to follow a 
tributary of the Don River from its source to where it enters the Don. 
Today we will follow the creek's original route through the Mt. Pleasant 
Cemetery to the Moore Park Ravine where the creek finally surfaces. This 
walk will take us past the Don Valley Brick Works. 

FORKS OF THE DON - nature walk 
Leader: Carol Miller 

Don, East York 

Meet at the southwest corner of Don Mills Rd. and Overlea 
Blvd. Lunch optional. 
Soaring hawks and signs of spring are guaranteed on this walk to the place 
where the East Don, the West Don and Taylor Creek join to become the Lower 
Don. Bring notebooks and binoculars. 

GARRISON CREEK - archaeology of a lost watercourse 
Leader: Jon Harstone 
Meet at the Christie subway station. 

Toronto 

Before Garrison Creek was replaced by a sewer in the 1880s, the ravine was 
farrous for its beauty. Salm:m could be caught in its clear waters, and trore 
than 20 bridges sparmed the ravine. Today the stream, the bridges and trost 
of the ravine have disappeared. This walk will follow the course of the 
creek, looking at evidence of the ravine, the bridges, and the impact of the 
creek on the development of the coomunity. 

TORONTO ISLANDS - nature walk lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader : George Bryant 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. Bring lunch. 
Spring migrants should be arriving so bring your binoculars and notebook. 
You may even find some trees in bloom. 

□ 

DEALING WITH THE ::.; 1rn PRODUCT 

The number of dogs in Paris, France: 250,000. 
The average amount of canine poop produced every day in Paris: 25 tons. 
Number of specially designed vehicles, which are a kind-of cross between 
vacuum cleaners and motor scooters, used to suck up the poop: 70. 
Annual cost to Paris taxpayers to lease these machines,officially called 
caninettes, but referred to by most as moto crottes or crudmobiles: $11.5 million. 
Number of people who end up in hospital with broken limbs each year after 
slipping on the 50% of the dog poop which is somehow not sucked up by the 
caninettes in Paris: 650. 

from BUSINESS WEEK, Feb. 1996 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
For the beginning of spring, a fragrant bouquet of odds 
and ends (of Coltsfoot and Skunk Cabbage?!). 

Over many a stormy meeting, the Sherwood Park Advisory 
Committee has been coming ever so gingerly to grips with 
the problem of Sherwood going to the dogs. Since Sherwood 
was designated an off-leash dog run, dog walkers from all 
over have been bringing their pets (and their clients ' 
pets, in the case of professional dog-walkers) to romp 
and frolic in Sherwood ravine. This has led to friction 
with other user groups, particularly children and elderly 
folk who are put off by rambunctious packs of big dogs . 
The issue for naturalists stems from the fact that part 
of the designated dog run area includes wooded slopes 
with delicate native ground cover vegetation. This 
vegetation is being worn away by several sources of ill
usage, one of which is the galumphing of pooches and 
another is the tromping of their human charges. The good 
news: although the committee (composed as it is of both 
dog folks and others) could not agree on what to do about 
user conflicts, it did agree that "the wooded area in 
Sherwood park should no longer be designated as an off
leash dog walking area". 

Meanwhile, the city of Toronto has been pondering what to 
do about four properties located in the Rosedale ravines. 
The properties, presently wooded and without structures, 
are zoned residential but are entirely located within the 
area covered by the Toronto ravines by-law. The problem 
is this. The Ontario Municipal Board has in the past 
ruled that the ravines by-law gives the City the power to 
tell owners how they can build on their land and where 
they can build on their land but not whether they can 
build on their land. If you own a lot that extends into 
a designated ravine, you can be told to build on the part 
outside the ravine and leave the ravine in a natural 
state. But if the lot is situated entirely in the ravine, 
you can't be told not to build at all. That would amount 
to expropriation without compensation, apparently. staff 
is recommending that would-be developers of these lots be 
made to go through an Environmental Impact statement 
rigmarole, so as to minimize "unnecessary" impacts on the 
ecology of the ravines. Staff suggest that this process 
does not guarantee that the owners will be permitted to 
build at all if serious impacts cannot be avoided; I am 
sceptical of this last claim. In any case, the City seems 
to think that the only alternative is to acquire the 
lots, and in the present financial climate, the necessary 
millions would not be available for such purposes. 

This does not mean that millions of public dollars are 
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unavailable for anything. Plans are afoot to build a six 
million dollar boat launch at East Point. Costs would be 
evenly divided between federal, provincial and Metro 
governments. At one time, East Point was an obscure spot, 
best known to naturalists as the eastern-most end of the 
Scarborough bluffs and the home of some local rarities 
such as the Ragged Fringed Orchid. In recent years it 
came to the attention of Metro Parks and MTRCA. It is now 
the home of a sumptuous if little-used multi-million 
dollar baseball diamond facility ("made with real 
diamonds", as some wag put it). The boating fraternity 
has long complained of inadequate facilities, so maybe 
this ramp, dock and pier complex will not fall into the 
white elephant category. It will surely continue to 
whittle away what is left of the natural character of 
East Point, though. 

And on the subject of millions of dollars, Rouge Park 
General Manager Gord Weeden writes to correct some 
statements about the Rouge Natural and Cultural Heritage 
Program that appeared in my December '96 column. He 
points out that the Program is an initiative of the Rouge 
Park Alliance, not of MTRCA. My reference to "the 
MTRCA's .•. Program" is therefore misleading, although the 
task of developing the management plan which the Program 
implements was delegated to MTRCA in December of 1995. 
Mr. Weeden also writes: "Although we do have financial 
support from the Federal Government for this project, it 
is NOT between seven and fifteen million dollars . " 
Though I would like to think he means that the funding 
available for this worthy project is in excess of fifteen 
million, I suspect he is implying that the funding falls 
short of seven million. The information on which I based 
my report was contained in materials attached to MTRCA 
agendas. The budget referred to (specified at one point 
as $7,431,000) does not refer to Federal funding of the 
Alliance, but to the total needed to implement the 
Program; it includes the as-yet uncommitted contributions 
of over 35 partners. I apologize for any confusion. 

On a completely different note, I am pleased to note that 
a local scholar recently won a highly prestigious award 
for her book on women naturalists. The scholar is York 
University humanities professor Ann Shteir; the award is 
the American Historical Association's Joan Kelly Memorial 
Prize for best book on women's history; the book is 
Cultivating Women, Cultivating Science : Flora's Daughters 
and Botany in England, 1760 to 1860. I hope to have a 
review of the book in a future issue. 

Finally, a reflection on some research reported in last 
spring's issue of Wildflower magazine. As we all know, 
squirrels cache acorns for their winter food stores (I am 
ref erring to country squirrels; city squirrels never have 

C> 
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to worry about where their next meal is coming from). 
Apparently, though, squirrels are clever creatures who 
don't just bury acorns willy-nilly. Rather, they eat the 
more perishable acorns on the spot and bury acorns that 
are likely to keep better. This means that the less 
palatable, tannin-rich acorns of the red oak group of 
species--which keep well over winter--tend to get buried , 
and the more palatable but also more perishable acorns of 
the white oak group get eaten right away . Most of those 
acorns that get cached are eaten eventually, but many · are 
not, and these grow into oak trees. As a consequence, 
this means that most white oak trees have grown from 
acorns that squirrel s didn't get hold of, and most red 
oak trees have grown from acorns that squirrels did get 
hold of . That is why red oaks are more widely dispersed . 
The moral of the story? If you're tough, unpalatable and 
long-lasting enough, those who would devour you will 
carry you forward? 

LILY, 

in the drawing by 
Mary Cumming,displays 
the feature which 
gives it its scientific 
name, Lilium longi_flonm. 

Allan Greenbaum 

'°'l<\I\.V ,:_,.,.,_...,,.,!t 
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l\'ll'~n lo I., ,c: 

D 



TFN 467 - 8 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
Jan . 16, 1997 

Re: Conservation Land Tax Reduction Program and Managed Forest Tax Rebate Program 

I am pleased to inform you that, starting in the 1998 tax year, property taxes will be reformed to 
support landowners who protect and conserve their woodlands and natural heritage areas. The 
Conservation Land Tax Reduction Program and Managed Forest Tax Rebate Program will be 
replaced by a system that reduces the taxes on eligible lands through the regular property tax 
process. This change will reduce the tax assessment on most of these lands. 

These changes are part of the province-wide property tax system reform that the government is 
introducing for the 1998 tax year. They follow the government's long-standing commitment to 
eliminate irregularities in the tax system. Taxpayers will benefit from a reformed system that 
will be streamlined and more cost-effective. 

The tax reform has established that assessment on managed forests and conservation lands 
will be done in a manner similar to farmlands. This will effectively reduce the current tax 
assessment on most managed forest and conservation lands. For managed forests, this new 
lower assessment will be subject to a tax rate of 25 per cent of the residential tax rate in the 
municipality. Conservation lands will be tax exempt. 

Landowners will still need to apply, as in the past, and management plans will still be required 
for managed forests. The minimum size of eligible land is four hectares (about 10 acres) for 
forests and 0.2 hectares (about half an acre) for conservation lands. The elimination of the 
rebate programs also means the elimination of the rebate cap. 

Chris Hodgson 
[ See page 21.] Minister of Natural Resources C> 

BLACK TERN nesting on dead vegetation in marsh. 
frcm a i:noto by William Reynolds in his book romr PELEE. 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

February 24, 1997 

I was delivering something to my neighbour four doors do\\'n on our suburban street in 
Newmarket at about 9: 10 in the morning. As I approached her drivev.·ay I noticed a bird 
on her front lawn pecking at something. Coming closer I did a few "double-takes" for it 
was larger, much larger than a cro,v. It had a taupe upper body and back feathers, white 
breast and underside with brown spots. It was plump1 I stopped to admire nature's 
beauty, thinking that my neighbour had thrown out sunflower seeds. After a peck or 
three it would keep looking up at me. Upon closer observation it was apparent that it had 
a small animal in its claws. I got as close as 1 could without disturbing it, about 30 - 40 
feet. Knowing my car engine was running, I decided I had to drop the deli,ery, so I 
strode quietly toward the doorstep. I was just too much of a threat. In an instant the bird 
of prey ascended silently and gracefully with what I guessed ,,as a small bird in its grasp. 
bound for a safer place in which to finish its meal. I checked the snowy spot it had left 
which sure enough was spotted bright pink with fresh blood. What an elegant and bizarre 
surprise on a frosty winter morning in the cit:,..·1 

Shelley Bond 

P.S. Love your magazine! 

Comment: It was probably a red-tailed hawk that Shelley saw. We had 
a report earlier this winter of a member observing a similar 
scene in Queen's Park. In this case the hawk was eating a 
pigeon that had been frozen into the ice. 

The Kerria, sometimes 
called "Japanese Rose", 
has yellow flowers in 
spring, but it was 
still sporting a 
single bloom when Mary 
sketched it at Muir 
Gardens in July, as 
well as buds, and sepals 
with fruit forming. 

Ref.: Fernald -
GRAY'S MANUAL 

OF BOTANY 
8th Edition 

H.J . □ 
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Toronto Region ,,1ndlif e Report 
(within a 48 km radius of ROM) 1996 

MAMMALS: In the wilds of Metro, 21 mammals (of 42 on TFN checklist) were 
reported in 1996. Just one STAR-NOSED MOLE and one LITTLE BROWN 

BAT were reported but there were 17 dates for the BIG BROWN BAT plus one 
found in a garage. An unidentified WEASEL was sighted. MINK on river ice 
in March was described in detail by two different observers at two 
separate bridges. The only STRIPED SKUNK report concerned a confrontation 
with a dog, controlled by the observer. There were 4 COYOT~sightings as 
well as revealing evidence. RED FOX observations included denning, adult 
and pup behaviour, pelage, voice, scent, tracks, scat, hunting, predation 
on squirrels, pheasants, doves, field mice (after mowing) and, in one case, 
a large hawk carcass was being dragged in and out of the den, the vixen 
burying pieces, perhaps for the pups' education. The carcass, it appears, 
was that of a red-tailed hawk visitor to the cemetery den-site, who had 
intended the opposite scenario. Then there was the tale of the fox 
drinking from a bucket of manure "tea". Stategies included fox jumping on 
ground-feeder, scattering mourning doves, watching to see if any hit the 
window; fox scratching the compost pile, as if to release heat, before 
lying down on top of the pile. Two members keep logs of local fox sight-
ings. Nine RACCOON reports came in. On one April outing, after someone thought 
she had missed them, 6 were pointed out sleeping high in tree-crotches. 
Six GROUNDHOG reports were received, in one case, an adult transferring 
her pups to another den, sometimes dropping one and picking it up again, 
as she carried each in turn in her mouth. Only three reports of EASTERN 
CHIPMUNK activities were received , about a dozen individuals, 3 locations. 

The EASTERN GRAY SQUIRREL was not overlooked - noticed not only for its 
status as prey for the fox, but for its pelage, colour phases, weather 
preference, dreys, and diet which included Manitoba maple seeds. The 
RED SQUIRREL was reported as partial to butternuts in the tree and walnuts 
in the larder! 

The BEAVER is still famous for its work (dams, lodges, food piles) but 
as a carcass, the species attracted 5 turkey vultures. A WHITE-FOOTED 
MOUSE was rescued from a laundry tub only to be snatched by a blue jay. 
MEADOW VOLE nests and burrows were found, Few reports came in on the 
MUSKRAT but it's around (See TFN 463:17), the same for the NORWAY RAT 
(TFN 463:9). The AMERICAN PORCUPINE was seen in 1995 within the Region 
but in 1996 just beyond it. (In recent years there have been no Metro 
reports of porcupine.) The EASTERN COTTONTAIL was reported from 4 areas 
in woods, fields with mounds, and ravineside streets with dense conifers. 
WHITE-TAILED DEER were eating garden plants; young still nursing. Three 
reports of VIRGINIA OPOSSUM were received, 2 dead, 1 alive (TFN 463:17). 

Thanks to all the vigilant reporters. For reporting, all you need to 
remember is to use the full name of each species as given on TFN check
lists, mention the day/season/year, and location of observation and 
YOUR NAME on each sheet. Your reports can be in the form of an article, 
or a letter to TFN office; or as checklists and day-to-day logs sent to 
me at Apt. 710 - 7 Crescent Place, Toronto, ON M4C 5L7. 

Diana Banville t> *Coyote observations, phone 755-6030, 
0 
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WINDOWS, ELECTRIC LIGHT AND MIGRATION 

In Toronto, the peak migration periods run from April 1 to June 10, and 
from August 15 to November 1. Collisions with windows mainly affect birds 
that migrate at night because they mistake the light from buildings for 
celestial bodies, which serve as markers on their flight path. The problem 
does not typically affect larger birds, such as geese, because they tend 
to fly at higher altitudes . A related problem is birds slamming into 
residential windows, but that typically occurs during the day and for 
different reasons. The bird may see daylight reflected in the window or 
the light from another window through the house and assume it can fly 
right through. Office workers who stay late and must leave the lights on 
should move to an interior office or pull the blinds in tall buildings . 

extracted from "Crashing birds get new lease on life" by John Heinzl in the GLOBE AND MAIL, 
Sept. 6, 1996 □ 

WILD CALLA, now rare in Toronto 
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TALL OR COMMON BUTTERCUP of Europe is established in Toronto. 
Though it bloomed here as early as May 20 in 1991, we have an earlier 
record for 1987 - May 13. Isabel Smith 
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PROJECTS 
THE CANADIAN WATERFRONT RESOURCE CENTRE 

The educational arm of the Waterfront Regeneration Trust provides the 
general public with information on all facets of waterfront development. 
The library offers its facilities for seminar and research purposes. 
The Centre's collection includes a wide range of information about the 

t>
ways in which various communities use lands adjacent to water. For more 
information contact the Waterfront Regeneration Trust, 207 Queen's Quay 
West, Suite 580, Box 129, Toronto M5J 1A7 or call 416-314-9490 or 
FAX 416 - 314-9497. 

GREEN MAPPING 

New York and Copenhagen have already been green-mapped -- and by the fall 
Toronto will be,too. This initiative promotes and links the environmental 
resources of cities around the world. Anyone wanting to suggest 

[> environmentally friendly and unfriendly sites that should appear on the 
Green Map of Toronto can contact Janis Kravis by telephone at 444-1101 
or by FAX at 444-9630. 

WETLAND PLANTING IN THE DON VALLEY BRICK WORKS 

r"-. Anyone wanting to help plant in t he newl y created wetlands in Toronto's V newest park should cal l Jennifer Vincent at 661-6600. The plantings will 
take place on May 30, 31 and June 1 and June 3. 

SCARBOROUGH WANTS 
IE-HOLD TR.A.PS 
BANNED 

See also page 2 3 . 

CITY OF SCARBOROL'GH 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
That on behalf of the Corporation of the City of Scarborough 
application will be made to the Legislative Assembly of the. 
Province of Ontario for an Act permitting the Corporation of the 

. City of Scarborough to pass bylaws prohibiting the using, setting 
and maintaining of body-gripping traps, including leg-hold traps, 
in the City of Scarborough. 
The application will be considered by the Standing Committee 
on Regulations anq Private Bills. Any person who has an 
interest in the application and who wishes to make submissions, 
for or against the application, to the Standing Committee on 
Regulations and Private Bills should notify, in writing, the Clerk 
of the Legislative Assembly, Queen's Park, Toronto, Ontario 
M7A 1A2. 
Dated at the City of Scarborough, Municipality of Metropolitan 
Toronto, this 16th day of January, 1997. 

Bl Jasmine Stein 
Solicitor for the 
Corporation of the City of Scarborough 

'---- ----------------------'C 



Top 10 Reasons Why I Lead TFN Walks 

(10) Finishing up "Field Guide to Shopping Carts of the Toronto Ravine System". 

(9) Get a kick filling out "Trip Report": Three people tripped. 

(8) Continually looking for variations on "The tree made an ASH out of itself' joke. 

(7) Have fun pointing out to unwary participants "They're Rock Doves, not Pigeons (even 
though I am secretly pleased they are not being identified as Quail), 

(6) On bird walks, don't mind being identified as the "Gray bearded nit-picker". 

(5) So that after swatting insect on the back of neck, am able to identify remains. 

(4) To keep confinning in my mind: White Oak pointy, Red Oak rounded . .. NO NO. THE 

OTHER WAY AR01J1','D, THE OTHER WAY AROUND. 

(3) Love the reaction on peoples faces after saying: ''Watch out for the Poison lyy you just 
walked through!" 

(2) By kneeling down to studying flora closely, have found loose change. 

AND THE NUMBER (1) TOP 10 REASON WHY I LEAD TFN WALKS 

(1) Overwhelming desire to actually see unleashed .!!Qg_(owners) strangled 
by Dog-Strangling Vine. 

Ken Cook C 

In Canada, we need people who recognize that the true mark of a 
successful life is what you protect, what you care for and what you 
build. Not what you destroy. Such people must make themselves heard . 

from ''Requiem for a venerable oak" by Corelia Baines _in the GLOBE & NAIL, Sept. 17, 1996 
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MARVELLOUS MANITOBA MAPLES 

The large Manitoba maple in our front yard provided many benefits to our family
wonderfully cool summer shade, the perfect branch for a rope swing, and great bird 
watching opportunities, from downy woodpeckers and brown creepers working the 
bark in winter to entire oriole families foraging in the summer foliage. When we were 
still young and foolish, we had even fashioned costumes for a summer solstice party 
from the abundant bunches of fresh green keys. 

As often happens with Manitoba maples, the tree grew at a rather precarious angle. 
One of its largest limbs grew over the house and one summer we had it removed. The 
following spring, the wound dripped copiously and, because of the angle of the tree, 
we were able to collect the sap in a bowl. We made several cups of delicious maple 
syrup. 

As the tree continued to grow with a massive 
spreading crown it was invaded by a fungus. 
The bark split and peeled along the length of 
branches that eventually died and fell off. The 
fungus produced huge fruiting bodies, with 
beautiful orange pores underneath an 
expansive shelf. One spring, a pair of resident 
Carolina wrens found the fungus convenient 
for their mating ritual. When the male wasn't 
loudly proclaiming his territory from the old 
TV aerial on our roof, he used the platform to 
feed choice caterpillars to his mate. 

Courtship with caterpillars 

As more and more shelves appeared around the trunk, more and more branches lost 
their bark and fell off. We became nervous about the huge weight hanging over our 
house. If it fell, the tree was tall enough to catch the corner of our neighbour's house 
as well. After much discussion we decided the grand old lady should come down. 
Permission was given by the City-this was after the new tree by-law-and down it 
came. What a gap it seemed to leave in the sky! How hot the yard was during the 
summer! But what a great flower bed I was able to establish in all that sun! 

We had thought that our second, smaller Manitoba maple would start to thrive with 
the extra light and space. Unfortunately, it is also badly infected with fungus, and one 
of its large branches collapsed at the beginning of the winter. But as it is both smaller 
and further away from buildings, I hope it will still be with us for many more years. 
Having been given some native woodland plants, I have been desperately searching for 
good shade- which a Manitoba maple provides very effectively! 

Jenny Bull 
C 
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HOW TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO NATURAL HISTORY 

The first step is to take a special interest in a group ~nd recognize 
species locally. 

Next step is regional familiarity and recognition of all species on a 
checklist. 

You must learn how to do a literature review to learn what is known and 
what is not known. 

The avid amateur can learn all that is known (published) and then advance 
to making new discoveries. 

The avid, self-trained naturalist can easily become the world authority 
on a small esoteric group. 

With habitat destruction each group of organisms needs its human advocate. 

Every group of organisms needs a Diane Fossey. 

Be its champion. 

Extracted from "Termite Diversity and Termite Adaptations" by Tim Myles, 
Forestry, University of Toronto, a lecture given to TFN, October 1996. 

OX-EYE DAISY 

a native of 
Eurasia 

. has long been 
established in 
the Toronto 
flora 
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From the Past TFN 467 - 7 

RIVERDALE PARK TO BE THING OF BEAUTY 

It is no secret that Riverdale Park is far from beautiful but Parks 
Commissioner Chambers intends it shall undergo the beauty treatment, 
and emerge smiling and charming. 

True it will be an artificial beauty, but in this case the destroying 
hand ofma:n mutilated "nature's garb", and now it must turn about 
and shape up the scene to please the eye. 

As it is now, an oily, coffee-colored river drifts down between 
slime-covered piles in the centre of a hugeflat of land that every 
passer-by within a radius of two miles cannot but fail to see. The 
flats are unbeautiful. Covered with sparse grass in places, and the 
rest with sand and dead-looking earth, it looks like the moth-eaten 
hide of a deer. 

The Parks Commissioner has seen all this and his aesthetic taste 
revolted at the sight, and he resolved to make it, if he could, a 
place of beauty. As yet the real bigness of this scheme cannot be 
disce r ned. The main bulk of the tranformation will fall on the 
shoulders of the jail inmates. 

It will be years before the scheme will be completed, because the 
task is essentially a slow one. As yet only about five acres of the 
great tract have been cleared and smoothed. Fifteen acres of land, 
in the spring-time is a marshy bog, in the course of a few years 
will be fifteen acres of smooth grassy parkland, with sand piles and 
maypoles for the kiddies to play with, dotted here and there. All 
kinds of facilities for the out-door athlete will be there. Band 
stands will be scattered here and there where, on the hot evenings 
of the summertime, the residents of all that district can gather and 
listen to the latest music played by good bands. 

But all that is only part of the great scheme. 
bank of the flats on Broadview avenue will be 

Ranging up the east 
three terraces 

extending for half a mile, where in the summer the mother can take 
her baby and let him play down on the flats, and she can sit on a 
bench on one of the terraces and watch him. In the evenings the 
whole community, if needs be, can gather on the terraces and listen 
to the bands that play, just far enough away to be enjoyed. 

It is sad but true, but the Don River can never be made clean, 
Everything will be done, though, to dress it up and make it present
able . lne unsightly piles will be pulled out and burned, the banks 
will be slightly raised with earth, so as to hide the water, and the 
banks will be lined with strong cement and steel. 

Seventy-five men are at present employed on the job. They are not 
from the jail, but are some of the unemployed. They have been 
working there, shoveling, digging, and carting away the earth since 
early in January, but the Parks Commissioner intends removing them 
from the job in about a week's time and once more the inmates of the 
grey building at the south of the park will resume their labors. The 
work which the unemployed have been carrying on is to the east of the 
park , directly opposite Hogarth avenue. Early in February these men 

C> 
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RIVERDALE PARK (cont'd) 

attacked a huge hill of earth that jutted out into the flats. Since 
then it has gradually decreased in size, ever growing smaller and now 
it resembles a large ant hill, with the men ant-like burrowing into 
its sandy sides. Dynamite has done a great deal of the work . 

A hole is burrowed into the mound's side, two sticks of the grey 
explosive are inserted, the "lighter" touches a match to the ribbon 
like fuse and everyone runs. Soon after the upheaval comes, like a 
turtle turning over under a load of sand, and the workers hurry back 
and with pick and shovel soon load the earth into iron wheelbarrows . 
The "wheelers",ever ready, wheel the dirt to the waiting carts, and in 
turn, the heavy wagons rumble away with their loads to dump it into 
some other valley to be filled. Many tons of earth are dislodged by 
each explosion and each explosion sees the great mound shrink . Soon 
the mound will look like a bunker on a golf course, and after that the 
mo und will disappear for good . 

Other great hills will be tackled in their turn and gradually as each 
hill sinks into the earth the people with wide open eye will see what 
it all means -- "a place of beauty and a joy forever". 

from 'lliE TORCNI'O DAILY STAR, Thursday, April 2, 1914 
>------- -- ------ ---------------------------------' 

Comment: The preceding article was brought to our attention by 
Ian Wheal, researcher. Eighty years later we are trying 
to "rena turalize" the Don Valley. [See pages 3 & 29.] □ 

TWO PLANTS 
WITHOUT 
CHLOROPHYLL 

associated 
with tree 
roots. 

The 
SQUAWROOT 
has been 
found under 
oaks 20km 
west of 
Toronto 
Region, 

Look for 
BEECHDROPS 
under · Metro 
beech trees. 

Beechdrop:s._ 
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IN THE NEWS 
COALITION ATTEMPTS TO KEEP MAPLE RESEARCH LANDS SECURE 

Several agencies are working together to try to keep much of the former 
ministry of natural resources' 51 hectare research station in the City of 
Vaughan in public ownership. It lies at the headwaters of the East Don, 
on the east side of Dufferin St. north of Major Mackenzie Dr. The faciiity 
has been declared surplus because of the transfer of staff to the ministry's 
new Peterborough headquarters and other locations. A report to York 
Regional Council noted that the region, the City of Vaughan, the Town of 
Richmond Hill and the Metro Toronto and Region Conservation Authority have 
agreed to co-operate. The aim is either to acquire the lands from the 
province or at least establish conditions to ensure future owners will 
protect the valleys and neighbouring lands. There seems to be general 
agreement that the valley lands should be set aside for public use. The 
property, which includes about 50 buildings, has its own sewage treatment 
plant, underground fuel storage tanks, is licensed for PCB storage and 
also contains a fish hatchery. The property has been in ministry of 
natural resources hands for 40 years and nobody thought until last fall 
that it might not continue in public ownership. The ministry lands were 
paid for by taxpayers and should be given to Vaughan or the conservation 
authority although there is property on the east and west sides that 
might be suitable for development. 

extract,.:.d fran an article by Brian Dexter in the TORONTO STAR, Jan. 23, 1997 

~EFUGE FOR RESCUED WILDLIFE URGENTLY NEEDS NEW HOME 

Needed: A 1- or 2-hectare property somewhere in Metro or environs. Who ' s 
looking? Assorted foxes, coyotes, beavers, raccoons, squirrels, opossums, 
rabbits, bats, Canada geese, turtles, swans, owls, rock doves and an 
occasional great blue heron. Among others. The Toronto Wildlife Centre 
is desperately seeking someone willing to provide a chunk of green space 
for free or on a long-term low-rent lease. The refuge is bursting the 
seams of its Dundas St, East property, a decrepit factory converted into 
a warren of small rooms to treat injured and orphaned wildlife. But there 
is no outside land for recovering animals to be housed in the large cages 
that allow them to make the gradual transition back into the wild. And 
no room for schoolchildren to be brought through and taught about Ontario's 
native wildlife. The centre started with nothing but determination four 
years ago, and it can do it again. It has never received funding from 
government, depending purely on donations. Since 1993, more than 8,000 
animals from 200 species have been admitted to its care -- evexything 
from foxes and raccoons hit by cars to birds that miss the flight south 
and need to winter inside to survive; from bats with frostbite to pet 
turtles misguidedly released into freezing ponds. The centre -- aided 
by 150 volunteers and several veterinarians who offer services at cost 
-- treats and rehabilitates rescued animals, then releases them into the 
outdoors, either north of the city or in Metro's extensive ravine system. 

extracted from an article by Lynda Hurst in the TCRONTO STAR, Feb. 18, 1997 

Comment : To contact the Toronto Wildlife Centre, call 214-1624. C> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

ACTIVE NITROGEN THREATENS EARTH'S GRASSLANDS 

Such massive amounts of active nitrogen are being pumped into the 
atmosphere that the earth's grassland ecosystems are threatened, The 
grasslands' biodiversity -- the,range of species they support -- is 
being altered, diminishing .their capacity to absorb and store carbon 
dioxide. An increase in carbon dioxide in the air is the major cause of 
global climate change. The atmosphere contains large amounts of relatively 
inert nitrogen gas. But humans add it in the active form of nitrogen 
oxides and ammonium. A study published in the Dec. 6 issue of SCIENCE 
by Professor David Wedin of the University of Toronto has shown that the 
addition of nitrogen, while it does promote plant growth, also encourages 
the spread of fast-growing non-native grassland species that ultimately 
store less carbon in the soil than the native species they force out. 
More than 75 per cent of the carbon in grassland ecosystems is in their 
soils. Experiments were carried out during a 13-year period at 162 grass
land sites in Minnesota. In plots dominated by common non-prairie species 
to which nitrogen was added, the total carbon stored rose by less than 
two per cent compared with control plots. Those dominated by native 
prairie vegetation showed an increase of 11 to 33 per cent when small 
amounts of nitrogen were added. However, the addition of nitrogen to 
these plots led to the displacement, in non-controlled en¥ironments, of 
the native species by non-native types. 

extracted from an article by George Cook in the University of Toronto BULLETIN, Dec. 9, 1996 
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IN 'lliE NEWS (cont'd) 

UNTAXING NATURE 

The Federation of Ontario Naturalists and the Ontario Forestry Association 
applaud a move by the Harris government that, effective 1998, will ease 
the tax burden on people who want to protect the natural areas they own, 
such as wetlands, woodlots and other conservation lands. Woodlands and 
conservation lands will no longer be assessed as residential lands or at 
residential tax rates. Woodlands will have a tax rate set at 25% of the 
residential rate, the same treatment that has now been set for farmlands. 
The property taxes for the most significant of our conservation lands, 
our wetlands, areas of natural and scientific interest, endangered species 
habitats and escarpment natural areas, have now been removed! The lands 
owned by local Conservation Authorities have also had very heavy 
residential taxes for many years . From now on, their lands will be 
treated the same as those of other landowners, and taxes on their 
woodlands, conservation lands and farmlands will be reduced in the same 
way . Both the FON and the OFA have long supported tax changes for 
conservation lands and woodlands because keeping such lands in the 
natural state has always been in the public interest. The whole rebate 
system was adopted as an interim measure to make the tax situation 
fairer and to remove the incentive to clear, drain or develop natural 
areas . But the rebate system was cumbersome to administer , incomplete 
in its coverage, and unfairly costly. Now, the kind of assessment that 
was traditionally used for taxing farmlands is being extended to 
woodlands and conservation lands, which removes the speculative element 
from the valuation of these lands. [See also page 8.] 

e.,tracted from a news release by the Federation of Ont. Naturalists and the Ont. Forestry 
Association, Jan. 16, 1997 t> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

THE PROLIFIC PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE REALLY DESERVES PRAISE 

Media reports have painted the purple loosestrife as a real threat to 
Canada's ecosystems; a voracious weed that's displacing native Canadian 
plants and turning marshlands into fields . Professor Spencer Barrett of 
the University of Toronto is a bit perplexed by the whole controversy . 
He simply hasn't seen much printed or actual scientific . evidence to 
support the argument that this attractive purple flower is the villain 
it's supposed to be. It's a popular misconception that purple loosestrife 
is a new threat but really it's been growing in Canada for more than a 
century . In fact there's nothing new about biological invasions. Barrett 
hasn ' t seen any studies that have provided any economic rationale as to 
why purple loosestrife is considered such a dangerous invader, especially 
when you compare it with agricultural weeds which cost millions of dollars 
annually in crop damage and herbicide costs. He doesn't know of any 
evidence that purple loosestrife is leading to species extinctions or loss 
of biodiversity. He is not completely convinced that purple loosestrife 
will invade an undisturbed marsh. In a pristine marsh -- one that hasn't 
been mucked about by humans -- you rarely find a purple loosestrife 
problem . Barrett has yet to see one example of this plant dominating 
an undisturbed marsh and he believes most native marshland plants are 
strong enough to stand up to purple loosestrife. Contrary to popular 
belief, he says, farmers have few problems with the plant because it 
usually takes root in areas that are useless for farming anyway. 

extracted from an article by Michah Rynor in the UNIVERSITY OF TCROOIO BULLEITN, Feb. 3, 1997 

t> 

Comfrey by Sunnybrook Cabin basal leavee Hay 15, 1983 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

SCARBOROUGH WANTS LEG-HOLD TRAPS BANNED 

Screaming of a trapped wild animal in Cliffcrest [in Scarborough] reached 
the ears of Queen's Park in January. The result may well be special 
legislation banning leg-hold traps in the city of Scarborough, The 
animal, possibly a raccoon caught in a trap designed for a fox, was 
snagged by a licensed trapper on his own property. The animal escaped 
on its own, but not before attracting more than a little neighbourhood 
attention. The trapper is one of about three in the Scarborough area 
with a license allowing him to trap coyotes, beaver and foxes with leg
hold traps with property owners• permission. He answers calls from 
people who have seen foxes very close to their houses and are afraid 
that they are a threat to children. Scarborough City Council has now 
unanimously asked for special legislation from the province to allow 
the city to ban the use of leg-hold traps. The City of Toronto already 
has such leg is la tion. [ See page 13. ] 

extracted from an article by Larry Johnson in the BUJFFS l'ONITOR, Vol. 15, No. 2, Feb. 1997 

SCARBOROUGH SETS SITES [sic] ON LAWLESS LUMBERJACKS 

Scarborough's works committee has paved the way for the city's first 
tree protection bylaw. The need for the bylaw is most evident in older 
areas of Scarborough where mature and sometimes significant stands of 
trees are reduced to lumber to accommodate new development. The City of 
Toronto has such a bylaw in place that has worked well. Under Scarborough's 
proposed bylaw, anyone wishing to cut down a tree with a trunk diameter 
of more than 30 centimetres would first need approval from the city's 
forestry department. If that approval is denied, an appeal could be 
launched. 

extracted from an article by Stuart Green in 1liE SCARBCROOGH MIRRIB, Jan. 29, 1997 I> 

t--------------------------------- -----------1 
BUTTER-AND-EGGS or yellow 
toadflax, originally a 
European plant, is well
established in Toronto. 
Its blooming time is from 
June to October in the 
Peterson/McKenny FIELD GUIDE 
TO WILDFLOWERS, and records 
show these times hold good 
for Toronto. Along with 
the garden snapdragon, of 
which it appears to be a 
miniature version, it 
belongs to the figwort 
family. By the way, the 
garden snapdragon, a nati ve 
of the Mediterranean, has 
appeared as a garden 
escape on Leslie Street 
Spit. 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

·coYOTE PACK ATTACKS DOG IN MISSISSAUGA 

Mississauga residents are being warned by city officials to take precautions 
after a pack of coyotes attacked a dog. There have been no other reports 
of animals being attacked this year, but people are advised to keep pets 
on a leash in parks and woodland areas. Pets should not be left in the 
yard unattended after dark. Coyotes are afraid of humans and will not 
attack them, but people should still carry deterrents such as flashlights, 
whistles, alarms or walking sticks when using the parks . Coyotes travel 
in packs and cover between 40 and 100 kilometres a night when foraging 
for food. There were many sightings of the animals last year because 
the harsh winter made the food supply scarce . This winter hasn't been 
unusually cold and mice, squirrels and moles, which make up the majority 
of their diet, are still plentiful. 

extracted fran an article by Jason Scott in t :,e TORONTO STAR, Feb, 8, 1997 

NINEBARK, 

with its 
leaves lobed 
like some 
maples, 
may have 
been chosen 
for planting 
at MAPLE LEAF 
FOREVER PARK 
for that 
reason. It 
is, however, 
native to the 
Toronto Region 
in its own 
right, though 
it's in the 
rose family. 

REF . 
SHRUBS OF 
ONTARIO, 
Soper & 

Heimburger 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

A CELEBRATION OF GULLS 

The 50-km long Niagara River is the first site to be identified jointly 
as a Globally Important Bird Area by cooperating organizations in Canada 
and the United States. The river is a vital staging and feeding area for 
the world's most diverse concentration of gulls. Important numbers of 
waterfowl are also present, What's so special about the Niagara River? 
During the fall and early winter, incredibly large numbers of gulls 
congregate here, swirling like snowflakes apove the river, frequently 
plunging into the turbulent waters after minnows. In total, 19 species 
of gulls have been recorded along the river, representing 60% of New 
World gull species. As many as 14 different gull species have been 
observed here on a single day -- a world record! The river is a 
particularly important foraging area for migrating Bonaparte's Gulls. 
On any one day in fall, up to 100,000 Bonaparte's feed along the river; 
this represents about 20% of the entire world Bonaparte's Gull population . 
Although these birds spend several weeks in the area, they do not over
winter here, but continue southeast to the Atlantic coast. Globally 
significant numbers of Herring Gulls are also present. The Niagara River 
is well-known among birders in Ontario and the adjacent States. The site 
is also a winter birding destination for increasing numbers of birders 
from throughout North America, Britain and Europe. Although the economic 
spin-offs of birding are important, recognition of a site as an Important 
Bird Area can result in conservation spin-offs far beyond the birding 
community. Recognition of the Niagara River as a globally significant 
IBA will foster international cooperation on maintaining and restoring 
wildlife habitat along theriver and promoting pollution abatement programs. 

extracted fran an article by Audrey Heagy in BIRJ),lATCH CANAflA., Winter 1997 

GLUTTONY 

German scientists, investigating drunkenness in birds, have discovered 
that they can't make starlings intoxicated. The enzyme that breaks down 
alcohol in humans and birds works 14 times faster in starlings than in 
people. This means that seed-eating birds and people may get tipsy on 
alcohol sources such as fermented fruit, but starlings can slug back as 
much as they like. 

extracted fran "Social Studies" by Michael Kesterton in the GLOBE & MAIL, Feb. 12, 1997 

TURKEY TIME 

Something is going right for wild turkeys. About 60 years ago there were 
only 30,000 of them in the United States and Canada; 20 years ago there 
were 1 . 3 million; today, there are 4.2 million. Their recovery from 
near extinction has been attributed to new forestry techniques and power 
companies. In the 1930s, forests were cut down indiscriminately and wild 
turkeys no longer had the shelter they needed for survival. Now power 
companies have been convinced to delay their annual thinning of forest 
corridors until turkeys raise their broods. And timber companies 
schedule logging so that corridors connect harvested areas. 

from the GLOBE AND MAIL, Jan. 25, 1997 l> 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

PINE PULLED FROM ALGONQUIN LAKE DATES TO AD 930 

Scientists have tracked the birth of a white pine log they dragged from 
one Algonquin lake to the year AD 930. The pine was a seedling when the 
Vikings swept over Europe and it was already old when William the 
Conqueror invaded England in 1066. It died in 1147, just as the Second 
Crusade was heading toward Jerusalem. The white pine toppled from its 
rocky perch into Swan Lake, a two-kilometre-wide stretch of black water, 
where the cold temperature and low oxygen content of the water preserved 
the wood from decay. Last year a team of scientists used detective 
techniques to date the tree, the oldest ever found in the park. They have 
also found many fallen giants one metre thick, which date to the Middle 
Ages. They still have the pine odour and though the exterior is pretty 
nasty looking, a lot of them have fairly intact wood (inside) and you 
could make a board out of them. The detective work began when a fish 
scientist studying brook trout that hide under fallen logs asked for help 
in identifying the trees and their ages. A world leader in dating wood 
from old buildings, shipwrecks and other sources was called in. Researchers 
started counting back from the oldest living white pines they could find. 
They knew most trees of the same species and the same region share the 
same pattern of wide and narrow rings, showing years with good and bad 
growing conditions. The rings form a unique pattern similar to the wide 
and narrow stripes in supermarket bar codes. Then they compared the 
earliest rings from a living tree with parts of slightly older, dead 
trees. Where the lifetimes of the trees overlapped, the same pattern 
of rings showed up, allowing them to assign precise dates to logs from 
previous centuries. They used the same trick to push further and further 
back into the biological record of fallen logs, always using a known wood 
sample to date an older log. Finally they found that the log in Swan Lake 
had lived from 930 to 1147. 

extracted fran an article by Tan Spears in the TOO.mm SI'AR, Feb. 2, 1997 

A JOURNEY 

The forests are green. 
The roads are empty. 
The mourning dove coos. 
The Way is under my shoes. 

The strawberries ripen. 
The rivers flow. 
A pony comes trotting -
and my way they all go. 

The Lost River I found. 
Stoney there is the ground. 
From its waters I drank. 
A pilgrimage it was . 

Larisa Zviedris 

□ 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
April 1996, Toronto 

Chilly and wet conditions prevailed for most of April, including snow at 
Easter. There were 17-18 days with measurable precipitation, with both 
rainfall and snowfall amounts well above normal. Rainfall and total 
precipitation were in the 80-85 mm and 100-110 mm range respectively, the 
most in Toronto since 1992. Snowfall at Pearson Airport was 17.4 cm as 
opposed to the normal 7.3 cm; downtown, the total was 19.8 cm as opposed 
to the normal 5.8 cm . These are the highest totals since 1979. The 
measurable snow all fell almost entirely between Wednesday of Holy Week 
and Easter Sunday, as a persistent cold trough hovered over Southern 
Ontario. There was as much as 11 cm of snow on the ground on Good Friday 
morning . Thereafter it warmed up by a few degrees and the rain began, 
with over 30 mm falling on April 12th-13th. 

It was, however, slightly warmer than April 1995, due to a brief warm 
pulse on April 19th-20th when temperatures rose above 20°C and the wood 
frogs were calling in the Rouge Park, even while chunks of ice remained 
in sheltered low spots in the woods and under leaves. It then remained 
unsettled, and traces of snow fell as late as April 27th. 

PAINTED TRILLIUM 

Gavin Miller a 

With a boxful of trillium 
slides, how had I never before 
come acr-0ss this species in my 
41 years in Ontario? Because, 
as Helen Juhola pointed out, I 
do not ordinarily go forest
trekking in early spring. 
Indeed, the photo on which the 
drawing was based was shot 
through a screen of mosquitoes 
in May, at Kinmount, Ontario . 
The blooms are white and small 
and rimmed with crimson at the 
base of the petals. 

Eva Davis, 1996 

STA'IDS NOI'E: New for ~terborough 
District, ju:iging by the MNR 
COOl)ilation, DISIRIIDl'ICN AND 
STA'IDS OF nIE VAOC'ULAR PLANrS 
OF CENl'RAL Rn;ION, J ,L.Riley, 
1989. It has been noted on the 
TFN copy. 
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COMING EVENTS 
Toronto Ornithological Club - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks - aimed at 

the intermediate birder, but beginners are also welcome. Free. 
• Spring Migration at the Leslie Street Spit - Sat. April 26 at 8 am 

(all day). Meet at the foot of Leslie St. Bring lunch. Leader 
will be Hugh Currie. 

Mycological Society of Toronto meeting - April 21 at 7:30 pm in the 
auditorium of the Civic Garden Centre at Leslie and Lawrence. 
Bill Wylie will talk about Mushroom Cultivation in Your Garden. 
For further information about this club, call HI-FUNGI. 

Greening the Downsview Lands public lecture series - call 485-0788 to 
register for free talks. 
• April 2 from 7 pm to 8:30 pm - Birdwatching and Conservation 
• April 16 from 7 pm to 8:30 pm - Community Gardens 

Wildcare's Annual General Meeting - Sunday, April 27 at 10 am at 
Kleinhouse, Kleinburg (northwest corner of Nashville and Islington). 
Everyone is welcome, but please call 905-884-3760 if you plan to attend. 

Fifth Annual Environment Clean-up in Tyler Creek - Sat . April 26 at 10 am. 
Meet on the north side of Eglinton Ave. East, just east of Bob Bannerman 
Motors at Sloane Ave. Bring your gloves and boots. Many hands make 
lightwork! Call Kathleen Fall at 751-4617 for more details. 

The Urban Naturalist spring outings for beginning naturalists 
• April 6 - Early Birders at Thomson Park at 10 am includes advice on 

field guides, binoculars, locations, and techniques. 
Participants must register by calling Morris at 755-6030. Cost:$5 . 

Canadian Wildflower Society East Toronto Chapter meeting - April 23 
at 7:30 pm at the Beaches Recreation Centre, 6 Williamson Rd . 
Martin Galloway will talk about Gardening with Wetland Plants . 
For more details, call Carolyn King at 222-5736. 

High Park Walking Tours organized by the High Park Citizens' Advisory 
Committee, Colborne Logdge, and City Parks Dept . 
• Tour of the Stars - April 6 at 7:15 pm. Bring binoculars. 
• Lost Waterways of the High Park Area - April 13 at 1: 15 pm. Wear 

sturdy shoes. 
Tm display • Celebrate Earth Day - April 27, 12 noon to 5 pm at Colborne Lodge . 

All outings start at the Grenadier Restaurant. For more information 
call 392-7276, ext. 301. 

Toronto Entomologists' Association monthly meeting - April 26 at 1 pm 
at 55 John St. (Metro Hall). Philip Lester will talk about the 
Ecology and Effects of Tracheal Mites on Honey Bees. Call 905-727-6993 
for more details. 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Society of Ontario Nut Growers auction of nut trees, nut seeds, nut 
tree books, crafts, cookery - April 19 at 1:15 pm to 4 pm at the 
Civic Garden Centre (Leslie & Lawrence). 

Long Point Bird Observatory - Annual General Meeting - at Long Point 
(Port Rowan Community Centre) - Sat. April 19. For more information 
call Anne Marie Ridout at 519-586-3531 or write to LPBP at P.O. Box 160, 
Port Rowan, Ont. NOE lMO. 

Black Creek Project meeting - April 2 at 7:30 pm at the City of York 
City Hall, 2700 Eglinton Ave. West. A slide presentation will be 
given at this meeting. 
• April 9 - Business meeting - New members are also welcome but these 

meetings are strictly oriented to discussing strategy, activities 
and day-today affairs. This meeting starts at 6:30 pm. 

• April 5 - Litter clean-up and removal of invasive trees at Trethewey 
Park, beginning at 10 am in the parking lot. Refreshments are 
provided. For more information call 661-6600. ext. 364. 

Task Force to Bring Back the Don tree planting day - April 27 at 10 am . 
in Riverdale Park East; rain or shine. Bring gloves and boots. The 
Task Force is planning a busy spring, so for more information on this 
and other "days in the Don", call 392-0401. [See pages 17-18 .] 

Urban Wilds Family Day at the Royal Ontario Museum - Sun.April 13 from 
1 pm to 4 pm. The subject is the wonders of nature, public interest 
in wildlife and wildlife habitats for all ages. 

The Toronto Gem and Mineral Show - April 25-27 at the Oriole Community 
Centre, 2975 Don Mills West. For more information call 1-514-689-2701, 
or FAX 1-514-689-0820. Admission: $3, ages 12-18; $4, over 65; $5~ 
adults; children under 12, free. 

Metro Parks and Culture nature walk - April 27 from 2 pm to 3:30 pm in 
the East Don Valley north of Finch Ave. East. For more details , call 
392-8186. This walk will begin at the parking lot of the school 
on the west side of Leslie St. just south of Steeles Ave. East. 

M •• as biological knowledge grows, a conservation ethic that is built 
on the recognized interdependance of all species will shift 
fundamentally so that everywhere the fauna and flora of a country 
will be thought of as part of the national heritage as important as 
its art, its language ... 

adapted from BIOFHILIA by Edrrund O. Wilson, Harvard University Press, 1984 

□ 
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