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TFN MEETINGS 
Sunday, October 5, 1997 - AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND THE OAK RIDGES MORAINE 

at 2:30 pm 
an illustrated talk by Lou Wise, pilot and 
photographer 

in the Northrop Frye Hall 
Victoria University 

Photos of many specific locations across the 
Oak Ridges Moraine (north of Toronto and the 
source of most of our creeks and rivers ) wi ll 

73 Queen' s Park Cres. East be shown. These were taken as part of a three
year project to obtain instructional/informational 
material for schools, conservation authorities , 
and various citizen-action groups concerned 
about the future integrity of the moraine . 

at 2 pm - "Social Hour" with free coffee and juice 

SALE of "Oak Ridges Moraine", a recently 
published book [ See Review on page 9. ] 

NEXT MEETING: Sunday, November 2, 1997 

NEXT NEWSLETTER: November (to be mailed in mid October) 

IT'S YOUR NEWSLETTER 

Requested: Essays (no longer than 500 words), reviews (no longer than 300 words), 
poems, cartoons, sketches and newspaper clippings. 

S~bjects: plants, animals and natural areas in the Toronto region, especially reports of 
personal experiences with wildlife. 

Please include your name, address and telephone number so submissions can be 
acknowledged. With newspaper clippings, include source and date of each clipping. 

Time dated material such as notices of meetings should be submitted at least six weeks 
before the month in which the event is to take place. 

Send material to: Toronto Field Naturalists 
605 - 14 College St. 
Toronto, Ontario MSG 1K2 

When the wind's blowing 
on a crisp October day, 
it rains maple leaves. 

Haiku by A. 0 . Juhola 
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TFN OUTINGS 
REMEMBER: Children and visitors are welcome on all outings but please, NO PETS! 
To get to outings on time, check TIC routes and schedules by calling 393-4636 .. 
Check the weather by calling 661-0123 so you will know what to wear on outings which 
go rain or shine. 

Wednesday 
Oct. l 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
Oct. 4 
10 : 30 am 

Sunday 
Oct. 5 
2:30 pm 

Wednesday 
Oct. 8 
l pm 

Saturday 
Oct. 11 
2 pm 

Thursday 
Oct. 16 
10:30 am 

DON VALLEY - nature walk 
Leader: Catherine Ukas 

East York/Toronto, Don 

Meet on the west side of Broadview Ave. at Pottery Road 
(opposite Mortimer Ave.). Walk ends at Riverdale Park . 
Lunch optional. 
Perhaps we will see the salm:m nm at the Don Pottery Road Fish Passage. 

A good time of year for fall colours, asters and goldenrod and migrating birds. 

METRO ZOO - nature arts 
Leader: Alf Buchanan 

Rouge, Scarborough 

Meet inside the Zoo entrance which is on the west side of 
Meadowvale Rd., north of Sheppard Ave. East. 
Bring sketching materials and camera. Luoch optional. After lunch we look 
at our work and have a discussion. Many plants and animals as subjects. 

TFN MEETING [See page 2 for details.] 

HIGHLAND CREEK SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT - tour 
Leader: Jack Douglas 
Call 968-6255 if you want to attend. 

Highland Cr. ,Sc. 

The Plant is at 55 Beechgrove Dr. Find out what goes on at the east end of 
East Point Park -- in contrast to what goes on at the west end of the park 
(a water filtration plant). 

SUMACH CREEK & DON MARSHES - heritage tour 
Leader: Ian Wheal 

Don, Toronto 

Meet at the Queen St. bridge over the Don River (where King 
East and Queen East meet at River St.) . 
A new stairway gives access •to the lower Don walking/biking .trail on which 
we will be walking and learning about scxre of the changes that have taken 
place to the river during the past 200 years. 

WARDEN WOODS - nature walk Don tributary, Scarborough 
Leader: Susan Weiss 
Meet outside the Warden subway station (southeast corner of 
Warden Ave. and St. Clair Ave. East). Lunch optional. 
This park is one of the best places in Metro to see fall colours. Hawks may 
be migrating along the valley too so bring your binoculars and guide books. 

t> 
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OCTOBER OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
Oct . 18 
2 pm 

Sunday 
Oct . 19 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
Oct. 22 
10 am 

Saturday 
Oct. 25 
2 pm 

Sunday 
Oct . 26 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
Oct . 29 
10:30 am 

PARK LOT #1 - heritage walk 
Leader: Diana Park 
Meet at the Castle Frank subway station. 

Don, Toronto 

Two hundred years ago the land north of Queen and south of Bloor was divided 
into "park lots", the first one going to Francis Si.rocoe. Come and learn 
about what has happened to these properties and how the landscape has changed. 

EARTH SCIENCES GARDENS - tour Toronto 
Leader: Michael Hough 
Meet at the St. George subway station (northwest corner of 
St. George and Bloor). 
The leader is the landscape architect who designed these gardens on the 
University of Toronto carrpus. Walk will end at 4 pm. This is a joint 
outing with the North Toronto Green Comrunity. 

HUMBER VALLEY - nature walk Humber, York 
Leader: George Bryant 
Meet at the Old Mill subway station. Lunch optional. 
Bring binoculars and notebooks and learn about the fall migration and fall
flowering plants , as we follow the Humber River north. 

ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk 
Leader: Sue Russell 

Rouge, Scarborough 

Meet at the Pearse House, the first bus stop north of 
Sheppard Ave. East on Meadowvale Rd. 
This is a lovely time of year to visit . the Rouge Park with a member of the 
park staff -- fall colours, mushrocms, migrating birds, fall flowers, etc. 

DON VALLEY BRICK WORKS - tour of new park 
Leader: Ed Freeman 

Don, East York 

Meet at the northeast corner of South Drive and Glen Rd . (in 
Rosedale). 
Metro's newest park will have been officially opened the week before. Come 
and see what has happened to the site, Learn about the geological and 
industrial significance of the site and enjoy the change from an open pit 
to a renaturalized area. 

BURKE BROOK RAVINE - nature walk Don tributary, Toronto 
Leader: Phoebe Cleverley 
Meet at the southeast corner of Yonge St. and Lawrence Ave. 
Lunch optional. 
We will follow this shallow ravine east towards its junction with the 
West Don through a series of parks -- the m::>st interesting being SheIWOOd 
Park with its very large trees and abundant witch hazel which should be 
flowering at this time. -0 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
As I write this, my first President's Report, on a beautiful sunny 
afternoon in late August, I am thinking with both anticipation and some 
trepidation about what lies ahead for both TFN and Metropolitan Toronto 
as "Megacity" draws ever closer. Will the amalgamation of the six 
existing municipalities mean more or less bureaucracy to deal with in our 
zeal to protect the natural environment? Only time will tell! Needless 
to say, I will be looking to our outgoing President, Allan Greenbaum, 
our Directors, volunteers, and you, the members, for advice and guidance 
during these uncertain times. Your opinions and feedback on all aspects 
of the club's operations are both solicited and appreciated. 

As for myself, I am basically an enthusiastic field naturalist and 
amateur photographer. Having spent much of my life in the central and 
northern regions of Ontario and Manitoba, I suppose I have a different 
outlook on some matters than a life-long city dweller. I always enjoyed 
nature but before coming here, I tended to take it somewhat for granted 
and I feel isolated when removed from the natural world. When I relocated 
to Toronto for economic reasons about seven years ago, one of my first 
moves (on the advice of the Muskoka Field Naturalists) was to join the TFN 
and I'm glad I did! I was prepared to hate the city but with TFN 's help, 
I was surprised to find so many green spaces and places to walk in nature's 
beauty within the confines of such a populated area. The TFN has taught 
me much, and I hope that I can give something back in return. 

During my term of office, I hope to write a short column called "President's 
Field Notes" outlining nature's highlights in and around Toronto at that 
particular time of year. The premier issue of "President's Field Notes" 
follows . 

President's Field Notes# l (October 1997) 

Ask the general public, or even naturalists for that matter, and Toronto 
is probably the last place they would think of going to look at fall colours, 
yet we who frequent the parks and ravines here know differently. Often, 
when I show my slides of autumn splendors, I do not tell my audience where 
they were taken. "Muskoka", they may guess, or maybe. "Haliburton" or 
"Algonquin Park". How surprised they are when they find out that the 
pictures were taken right here in Metro! In my experience, some of the 
best spots for local colour include the Rouge Valley, Morningside Park, 
Warden Woods and Wilket Creek (although the latter can be somewhat hectic 
on weekends at this time of year as walkers, joggers, bicyclists and 
in-line roller bladers vie for position on the trails!). Of course, as 
a resident of Scarborough, I am most familiar with the east end of Metro 
and I'm sure you "West Enders" can suggest equally spectacular areas near 
where you live. 

Birders too will find much to look at in October as the fall migration 
continues to pass through. Most of the warblers have left now but yellow
rumps and a few other stragglers are still to be found, especially early 
in the month, along with kinglets, sapsuckers, thrushes, waterfowl and 
many others. Don't forget the hawk count in High Park or neglect the 
Leslie Street Spit for late migrating ducks and shorebirds. Thankfully, 
because of the work of FLAP (the Ra tal Light Awareness Program) and 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT (cont'd) 

others, many of the tall office buildings in the downtown core are dimming 
their lights during the migration period to cut down on confusion and 
carnage amongst the birds. As the rainforests, the winter homes of so 
many of our migrants,are rapidly being cut down, everything we can do 
here to aid the survival of these tiny songsters is crucial. 

For the botanist, there are still many flowers in bloom, particularly 
asters and goldenrods, but the real attractions for me are the colourful 
fruits and seed pods and, of course, the fungi. Check out Warden Woods 
for a good selection of the latter! 

Well, that brings me to the end of this, my first column. As President 
I want to be aware of the needs and concerns of the membership so please 
don't hesitate to contact me about any concerns you might have. 

Morris Sorensen 
□ 

Toronto native ••• 

Red Baneberry, Metro Zoo grounds 
J 
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PROJECTS 
HELP THE HUMBER BECOME A HERITAGE RIVER 

The application for designation of the Humber River as a Canadian Heritage 
River is scheduled for presentation this January. In order for it to be 
successful, it needs a demonstration of strong public support. Letters 
from individuals and from organizations, advocating the designation of 
the Humber as a Canadian Heritage River should be sent to the following 
as soon as possible. 

[> Minister of Natural Resources, Hon. Chris Hodgson, 6th floor, Room 6301, 
Whitney Block, 99 Wellesley St. West, Tor. M7A 1W3 

t> cc Norm R. Richards, Managing Director, Ontario Parks, Ontario's Provincial 
Parks System, Ministry of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 700, 6th floor, 
300 Water St., Peterborough, Ont. K9N 8M5 

[>cc Bob Burgar, M.T.R.C.A., 5 Shoreham Dr., Downsview, Ont. M3N 1S4 

The Humber needs you, your ratepayers, your environmental group, your 
friends' heritage group, your neighbour's business, your community. 

INVASIVE PLANTS ALERT 

Madeleine McDowell, Chair 
Humber Heritage Committee 
416-767-7633 

The Canadian Nature Federation is pleased to s end support to a new project 
from National Botanical Services -- the Invasive Plant of Canada Project 
(IPCAN). Alien species are becomingly increas "~gly common in our natural 
areas and are considered the second most frequently reported stress to 
our national parks (after the tourist facilities!). As these introduced 
species move into an area, they alter · the natural ecosystem and often 
compete with native species. Unfortunately these changes are often 
happening without being noticed, Alien plants are rarely as immediately 
identifiable as purple loosestrife and many are assumed to be ·native by 
casual observers. The Invasive Plants Alert Survey will help to identify 
alien plants and their threats while generating crucial information on the 
range and impacts of alien plants in our natural areas. To become involved 
in this important initiative, contact Erich Haber, Co-ordinator, Invasive 
Plants of Canada Project (IPCAN), National Botanical Services, 604 Wavell Ave . , 
Ottawa, Ont. K2A 3A8 or call him at 613-722-5523, 

Change is a given. It can't be stopped even though at times it 
may seem unpleasant and unwelcome. The stability of natural 
systems is an illusion created by the perspective of our painfully 
short human life span. The true question we have to ask ourselves 
is what type of change and how much .change is acceptable. 

fr001 "Our Friend the Zebra Mussell" by David W. Barr in RCJruNDA, Vol. 29, No. 2, 
Fall/Winter 1996 

t> 
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PROJECTS (cont'd) 

NATURE TRAVEL RESOURCE CENTRE 

When deciding on a nature travel vacation, be it a weekend in Central 
Ontario or a birding trip to Central America, it is often difficult to 
know where to turn for advice. There are so many people .to contact, 
letters to write and phone calls to make! Just who is going where and 
when? Who is leading? How big is the group? Are ecological considerations 
being observed? Uow do prices compare? 

To try and simplify things I am attempting to contact as many reputable 
nature travel, adventure travel and ecotourism operators as possible in 
order to give naturalists a resource centre for "one stop shopping". I 
will retain one file at home and another at West Hill Travel (2012 Sheppard 
Ave. East -- just west of Victoria Park) for convenient viewing. If you 
wish to consult this material please call Morris Sorensen at 416-755-6030, 
or, if you cannot reach me, try West Hill Travel at 416-499-9262 to make 
arrangements. Often, I may be able to answer your questions over the 
phone, but it is helpful if you can examine the material yourself. 

I plan on conducting several Open Houses at West Hill Travel during the 
next few months. I expect to have the latest brochures from Worldwide 
Quest International, Turaco, Nature Canada, Voyageur Quest, Hibiscus 
and others on file. I will also be able to make bookings for you including 
connecting airflights if necessary, at no extra charge for most of the 
larger companies. Unfortunately, a few of the excellent smaller operators 
are not equipped to .do this yet, but I'm working on it. I ,must emphasize 
that this is being done at no extra cost to the consumer. It is made 
possible through a small commission paid by the tour operator to the 
agency when a booking is made. This is not passed on to you. 

Your feedback is solicited. If you find this a worthwhile service of use 
to the naturalist community I hope to continue to offer it and expand it. 
I also request your opinions on any ·nature tours you have recently taken. 
What did you like or dislike? Are there any particular tour operators 
you would or would not recommend? Please let me know. 

Upcoming Open Houses at West Hill Travel include: 

I 

Fri. Oct. 24th from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm 
Sat. Oct. 25th from 10:30 am to 2:30 pm 
Fri. Nov. 21st from 1;30 pm to 4:30 pm 
Sat. Nov. 22nd from 10:30 am to 2:30 pm 

hope that many of you will drop in and say "Hi"! 

Morris Sorensen 

The expression of human experience, through art 
discovery, is the most important thing in life. 
to ours~lves and to others makes us real, makes 

from "Natural Classic" by Nick Uavies in BBC WILDLIFE, Vol. 

or scientific 
Explaining the world 

us alive. 

11, No. 11, Nov. 1993 

□ 



FOR READING 
OAK RIDGES MORAINE by members of the Oak Ridges Moraine Coalition (STORM), 

published by Boston Mills Press, 1997 (10" X 9", hardcover, 120 pages, 
colour throughout); $34.95 + taxes* 

In this new 120-page book, volunteer members of Save the Oak Ridges 
Moraine (STORM) chronicle the many features of the ridge of land 
running from west of Hwy 10 in Caledon to the Roseneath area 
southwest of J?ce Lake. The book comprises 28 chapters and includes 
more than 100· p hotographs, most of them in colour, as well as maps and 
other illustration s. The chief purpose of the book, a four-year project, 
is to raise public consciousness. The moraine is threatened by aggregate 
extraction and urban sprawl, and much of it will be "in real danger 
unless people go out and protest." The book urges citizens to plant 
more trees and shrubs, get involved with environmental groups and ask 
more questions about development at local council meetings. 

In Whitchurch-Stouffville at Ba.llantrae the moraine is 24 kilometres wide 
but this narrows to four kilometres near Bewdley in Northumberland 
County. The moraine joins the Niagara Escarpment at Caledon. The 
moraine acts as a huge water filter, collecting major supplies in 
underground aquifers. Millions of people enjoy the "quiet oasis of 
green" the moraine provides and as urban growth continues along Lake 
Ontario's north shore "we must respect and protect this important bio
region.11 

Oak Ridges Moraine deals with such wide-ranging subjects as birds, fish 
and other wildlife on the moraine, Caledon Heritage, the Ganaraska 
Forest in Newcastle, the Glen Major Wildlife Area in Uxbridge and the 
York Regional Forest. It also details a hike through the Mary Lake 
Monastery in King Township and lists more than a dozen cross-country 
ski-ing areas. 

extracted from an article by Brian Dexter in THE TORONTO STAR, 21 August 1997 

* This book is being offered at special price of $25.00 at the TFN 
October meeting (Oct. 5). Call 968-6255 to ensure you get a copy. 

Grey cliffs; opal lake 
gently touches, nothing breaks 
this autumn day's calm. 

C> 

haiku by Arthur Wade 
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FOR READING (cont'd) 

Up North by Doug Bennet and Tim Tiner. Toronto: Reed Books (1993). 316 pages, 
$21.99. 

This Canadian bestseller has already sold upwards of 30,000 copies. The "Up North" 
of the title covers a wide area, from the Rideau Lakes, Kawarthas and Bruce Peninsula in 
the south, to Temagami and Mississagi Provincial Park in the north. In short, cottage 
country. Subtitled 'A Guide to Ontario's Wilderness from the Blackjlies to the Northern 
Lights', the book is divided into four chapters: Animals, Plants, Astronomy and Geology. 
Each chapter contains short essays on a wide gamut of subjects. There are 146 entries in 
all, each accompanied by an illustration or photo plus a sidebar of fascinating facts and 
statistics. The book also contains two sections of coloured plates ranging from beaver 
dams to geologic formations. As a bonus, the guide comes with a special binding which 
allows the book to be laid flat without damaging the spine. 

Up North is as far as you can get from a stuffy scientific tome. Instead, the writing 
style is informal and loaded with natural history, lore and humour in equal measure, as 
befits a guide aimed at the casual naturalist. While it is impossible for a guide of this size 
to cover every subject imaginable, it does offer a cross-section of those most commonly 
encountered. A useful addition for the pack, glove compartment or cottage. 

Richard Aaron 

Up North Again by Doug Bennet and Tim Tiner. Toronto: McClelland & Stewart Inc. 
(1997). 312 pages, $24.99. 

The sequel to Up North, this time the 121 entries place more emphasis on birds and 
wildflowers, although many other topics are covered as well. The book offers several new 
features. One is a year-round almanac of natural events which covers migrations, 
bloomings, mating seasons, etc. Another is a series of field checklists, provided by the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists. Finally, species featured in the first book are included 
in the index. This is one sequel which is on par with the original. My only quibble is that, 
lacking colour plates, Up North Again should be less expensive than its predecessor. 
Instead, it costs a bit more. But that shouldn't scare you off this worthwhile purchase. 

Richard Aaron 

The real challenge today has to be to find ways to reveal to people 
who have no links with nature that the stuff of life is what counts, 
and if you can do it, that's a real gift. 

fran "Editorial" by R.K. Cox in BBC WII.DLIFE, Vol. 14, No. 11, Nov. 1996 

□ 



TFN 470 - 11 

METRO PLANT LIST - UPDATE 

Since publication of the second edition of VASCULAR PLANTS OF 
METROPOLITAN TORONTO (TFN 1994), 18 species native to Metro have been 
added : 

COMMON Toronto Native: 

Yellow nut sedge (~rus esculentus) 

"RARE !I.'&f6ti1:6 Natives: 

PONDWEED FAMILY ... 

Floating Pondweed (Potarn:>geton natans) 

GRASS FAMILY ••• 

Bearded Shorthusk (Brachyelytnm erectun) 

SEDGE FAMILY ••• 

where found 

LP DI' TI 

HC 

RV HP 

Pa le Sedge (Carex pallescens) (also found in Old World) ED 
Narrow-leaved Sedge ( Carex amphibola) Echo Valley MC 
Giant or Larger Straw Sedge (Carex nonnalis) Crothers Woods DV 
Foxtail Sedge (Carex Alopecoidea synonym C. cephalophora var. IMXima) RV 
Soft-leaved Sedge (Carex dispenna) ED 
Inland Sedge (Carex interior) LW ED 
Bristle-stalked Sedge (Carex leptalea) ~LW ED HC 

ORCH11) FAMILY .•. 
Spott~d Coralroot (Gorallorhiza traculata) 
Showy Lady's-slipper (C}rpripediun reginae) 

ST.JOHN'S-WORT FAMILY, .. 

Spotted St. John 1 s-wort (Hypericun ixmctatun) 

ROCKROSE FAMILY ••. 

Bicknell' s Fros tweed (I-elianthem.m bicknelli) 

HEATH FAMILY ... 
Pinesap (ltmotropa hypopithys) 
Pink Pyro la (ltmotropa asarifolia) 

FIGWORT FAMILY ••• 

RV 
ED HC LS 

RV 

LP 

RV 
RV 

Carpenter's Square or Maryland Figwort (Scrophularia marilandica) BC CW 

COMPOSITE FAMILY ••• 

Golden Ragwort (Senecio aureus) LW' ' 

YOU MAY WISH TO NOTE THESE ON YOUR COPY. 

► 
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Metro Plant List Update - continued 

Some non-native unestablished plants reported were Japanese Brome, 
Alkali Grass, Foxtail Millet, Wire Grass, Canary Grass (another 
species in this genus), Jumpseed or Virginia Knotweed and Big 
Marshelder (a composite). 

Regarding species already listed, naturally, very many additional 
locations have been reported since 1994. Our field botanists have 
been busy! We have made a note of them. We have also made a note 
of a few extra synonyms and changes of status. (For instance, on 
page 27, we can not remove the question-mark for the rare Spreading 
Sedge, found in Wilket Creek, and for the Loose-flowered Sedge found 
in four locations.) 

We have five additional entries for our bibliography, two publications 
of the 1990 1 s and three overlooked 1980's reports. (Thanks to Jeff 
Nadir for drawing attention to these.) 

If you have the original 1990 edition, it is still useful, especially 
if you have noted the updates in newsletters TFN 425:18 (1992) and 
TFN 433:11 (1993). 

By the way, it has just occurred to me that the title on the contents 
page of both editions of VASCULAR PLANTS OF METROPOLITAN TORONTO 
incorrectly shows the article,"THE". (It is correct on the cover . ) 
"THE" sounds so definitive which our list does not pretend to be! As 
mentioned in the INTRODUCTION it is meant as "a useful reference poiint 
from which changes in Metro's flora can be determined." 

~ If you have further additions or corrections, please write us.at the V TFN Office. Your reports are appreciated. 

The Toronto native, 

KIDNEY-LEAVED BUTTERCUP, 

has been found in bloom in 
five of our six watersheds, 
as well as Scarborough Bluffs, 
High Park and Glen Stewart Ravine. 

Mary Anne Miller 
has caught the contrast 
between the two forms of leaf 
typ{cal of this species. 

Diana Banville, Compiler . 
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MANITOBA MAPLE: SOME CAUTIONARY WORDS 

The Manitoba Maple (Acer negundo) is, indeed, as Jim Hodgins and Jenny Bull 
have suggested, a valuable member of our urban flora, especially on 
degraded sites such as where fill has been dumped. A fast grower and 
prolific seeder, this tree is valuable for wildlife. Not only are the 
fruits eaten by birds and mammals, but also the tree appears to host many 
small insects that are eaten by migratory songbirds. Its thickets are 
favoured by local breeding birds such as catbirds and song sparrows and 
provide shelter for migrants. 

From an ecological or biodiversity perspective, there is a downside to this 
tree, however. Its natural habitat is disturbed soil such as found on 
river floodplains where it grows with such species as American elm, red ash, 
and willows. With urbanization, the tree has expanded enormously to 
become, together with the exotic tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima) and 
Siberian elm (Ulmus pumila), the main early colonizer of open areas. 
Hence, it is omnipresent. It seeds so prolifically that Manitoba maple 
seedlings outcompete other woody plants that · move into any open land in 
the Toronto area. Is this a problem? It depends on the context. Unlike 
the equa~lly aggressive Norway maple (Acer platanoides), the shade cast by 
Manitoba maple will allow woodland wildflowers to grow under its canopy ; 
and sugar maples, hemlock, or beech can move in as a later stage of 
succession, especially when gaps are created by falling trees. This is 
happening at the Todmorden Mills Wildflower Preserve: after the heavy 
snowfall of December 1992, many Manitoba maples were downed. Sugar 
maple seedlings rescued from the path of Highway 407 were planted in the 
gaps and are now growing well. Hence, this. d_istu·rbed .si.te~ on . the 
journey back to hardwood or mixed forest. But Manitoba mapleSbecoire 
problematic in remnant open habitat e cosystems such as oak savannahs 
and prairie openings, and on steep slopes. 

In the former case, the abundant seedlings of Manitoba maple flood out 
prairie/savannah plants and are likely a factor in the poor regeneration 
of oaks in Toronto, especially black and white oak. Manitoba maple is 
abundant in much of High Park and increasing in density on the Gerrard 
prairie/savannah remnant at Victoria Park and Gerrard St. The result is 
that oak, woodland sunflower and big bluestem grass are replaced by 
Manitoba maple thicket, often with an understor~yof European yellow avens 
(Geum urbanum) and garlic mustard ( Al.Hara p~olata ) • Erosion and soil 
disturbance from mountain biking and off-leash dogs likely contribute 
to this deterioration. 

If we are to preserve and restore these places, and Toronto's magnificent 
oaks in general, there will have to be some local control of Manitoba 
maple . The restoration of a periodic fire regime in open oak habitats 
would help to control Manitoba maple seedlings which are soft and thin
barked. 

The second situation where Manitoba maples may present difficulties is on 
steep, eroding slopes. This tree naturally colonizes · such areas where 
soil is disturbed. However, its shallow, poorly defined root system does 
not stabilize steep areas . In fact, the trunk's weight tends to pull 
the tree down once it reaches a certain age, and to pull up more soil with 
it. (Perhaps this species thus maintains the habitat conditions suitable 
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MAPLES (cont'd) 

for itself.) To stabilize steep banks, it may be better to have wide
spaced trees with deep root systems mixed with native ground cover that 
have a strong fibrous root network. Of course, earthworks should in the 
first place be designed to avoid slopes so steep as to be impossibly 
unstable. Construction practices in general must be · modified so as to 
preserve and restore natural soil conditions and plant communities. 

HEDGE 

MUSTARD, 

with its 

many linear 

pods 

appressed 

to the . stem, 

and yellow 

flowers, 

is well 

established 

in Toronto 

(origin, 
Europe). 

Field drawing 
by Mary Cumming 

Gavin Miller 

□ 



MIMICO MEANDERS 

Because I have some roots in the area, Mimico Creek just south of Eglinton 
Ave. West has become one of my favourite "nature places". It is known as 
West Deane park. I know --a few years ago it was one of those "mow grass 
till you drop" places; a "Fido and Frizzby frolic centre" if there ever 
was one. But things are changing, and quite nicely I might add. I'll 
recount some of the interesting things I found in just the northern third 
of West Deane. But, this short series is not about Mimico Creek (resting 
place of the wild pigeon), it's really a celebration of how our (read your) 
natural history is making a comeback in the Toronto ravine systems . I 
watched Mimico Creek essentially die 40 years ago. I'm now witnessing its 
resurrection and am proud of being a member of an o-rganization that has 
had some part in this revival. 

Cliff Swallows 

I was disappointed last summer when the Cliff Swallow nests under the 
southern bridge (Martingrove Rd.) were somehow destroyed, but very pleased 
when I discovered Bank Swallows establishing a "first time" colony -farther 
north. Because it was a new colony, I was able to watch these little 
engineers burrowing into the sandy bank. This summer ('97) they returned 
in even greater numbers. 

One day I was watching the Bank Swallows a bit farther upstream when I saw 
"them": Cliff Swallows excavating little scoops of mud from the creek's 
edge and flying back to the bridge under Eglinton Ave. GREAT! This was 
a bridge not really accessible to humans. They should do all right here. 
Little did I know what was to follow. 

I returned a few days later, this time to concentrate on the Cliff Swallows . 
I'll explain what I observed, but first I'll describe the bridge itself. 
Mimico Creek is channelized in a deep V-shaped concrete prison at that 
point. The "V" comes all the way up to the .road level and the deck of 
the bridge completes a huge inverted triangle. Now, if you'.re so inclined, 
you can walk on the slopes of the "V" and at ·the top you actually have to. 
duck to get under the cross-beams of the bridge. At that point, you are 
only a couple of metres under the nests of the swallows which have chosen 
the edge as a building site, although most of the little mud-igloos are 
in mid-span. I got to the top corner of the "V" by hopping a guard-rail 
and sat for a moment watching the Cli.ff Swallows fly in. I had hoped 
there would have been more, but this was a start. I also noticed that 
they had lots of little "friends" watching their every movement. A flock 
of House Sparrows were interested in the proceedings -- very interested . 
I ducked under the bridge and began to look around. Quite· a strain, but 
I managed to stabilize myself after almost spraining my ankle, 

There was an eerie feeling about the place. As I looked around, there 
wasn't the "buzz" of swallows that I expected. I also 'noticed that-the 
nests, which I knew had just been built, were a bit ramshackle . Grass and 
string and bits of fluff hung out of enlarged openings. I moved along 
well under the bridge decking then, swish, in swept a Cliff Swallow right 
into a nest at mid-span. Good, here come some of the little guys. But 
as I watched I became curious about the interest the House Sparrows 
had in all this. Finally I saw what was going on. 0ne · of the sparrows 
launched itself off the concrete, followed the path of the swallow, put on 
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CLIFF SWALLOWS (cont'd) 

an incredible "harrier" display as it hovered under the nest, moved 
vertically upward, and with a final flap, latched onto the opening of the 
swallow nest. It then thrust its head violently (if you can imagine a 
House Sparrow being violent) into the nest, absolutely terrorizing the 
pair of swallows inside. They sho·t out like darts, heading for safety, 
while the sparrow kept hold for as long as it could. It looked as if 
it was trying to widen the nest opening,until it finally dropped off. 
I moved on, making note of where the nests were and what shape they were 
in. I did notice other nests inhabited by swallows. They were the ones 
with the opening pointing down, making it very difficult for the sparrows 
to latch onto. As I left, I found a "working" nest, entrance down, 
right at the point .of the triangle where I entered. I figured that on 
subsequent visits I could use this nest as an indicator of how things 
were working out for the besieged colony. As I looked back, another 
sparrow, latching onto one of the other nests glared at me in defiance . 
Wow -- this was serious. 

I led a TFN walk the next weekend to West Deane Park. I, of course, 
wouldn't take a group of people to the nests for several reasons, but I 
thought I'd check the swallow "indicator" nest before anyone arrived. I 
ducked under the bridge deck at the top of the "V" and out popped a little 
blue and orange squawker, upset at my intrusion and showing an aggressive 
nature toward me. Good, this pair might have what it takes. I backed 
out quickly. "We'll see how things are going in a few days", I said to 
myself. 

I returned in a few days, anticipating some Cliff Swallow activity. I 
waited at the top of the "V" for a while to let the swallows get used to 
my presence and to see what was going on -- not much I'm afraid. I popped 
under the bridge, looked up and, to my disappointment, saw that the 
indicator nest was abandoned. The swallow had gone for sure. You have to 
picture this spot to appreciate the next thing that happened. At the top 
of the "V" there is a concrete shelf just at shoulder height. A couple of 
metres above that were -- what we'll now call -- House Sparrow nests. I 
looked around at the devastated nests. I saw broken ones filled with 
House Sparrow nest trimmings, abandoned ones -- a rather sad sight. I then 
turned to leave and got quite a little shock. Right at my shoulder on 
the ledge just 20 or 30 centimetres away was one of the new nest tenants 
-- a small, first-time-out-of-the-nest House Sparrow. It must have just 
fallen out and was looking at me in fearful defiance. It seemed to sense 
that I was the reason that mom and dad weren't around at this fairly 
important time in its life. I took a moment to study it in detail --the 
House Sparrow, introduced from England in 1850. What were they thinking! 
As the Golden field guide states: "now a serious pest". This whole 
experience confirmed that for sure. I backed off and watched as it took 
its first flight . Off it went, wings and ta~l almost but not quite 
coordinated. Then it flew, wang, into a stand of sweet white clover 
growing from a crack in the concrete. It caused quite a stir as it 
fluttered down and bounced gently . --the first-time-landing problem birds 
encounter, but it would be alright. It was getting all the attention it 
needed now. This guy was a survivor, I sighed, but as I left I noticed 
a couple of Cliff Swallows accompanied by two or three Barn Swallows. 
They looked like they were on a mission. Hmm -- this story wasn't over 
completely -- not by a long shot. I had to leave, but I ' d be back . 

Ken Cook 
□ 
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PHOEBE RESCUES CHICKADEE 

To reach the West Parry Sound District Museum, you climb a winding road 
up a steep hill. It is an attractive modern building with interesting 
displays, set in a tranquil park and woodland overlooking the Sound. At 
one time the hill was bare as a result of logging, but now pine forest 
is reclaiming the hillside. By climbing the former fire-control tower, 
one gains a fine view over Georgian Bay and the 30,000 Islands. The site 

is a centre for an active children's program during the summer. 

While birding in this park last summer [1996], I observed something 
moving within the yellow plastic sleeve around the guy-wire supporting a 
hydro pole at the edge of the woods. I realized that a small bird had 
somehow flown into this structure and could neither flex its wings in 
the confined space nor grip the smooth plastic to walk up. It would try 
frantically, get ahead an inch or two and then slip back further. When 
I peered down the tube, the young chickadee, exhausted, slipped down even 
further, trying to hide where the metal joint almost filled the tube. I 
made what I hoped were soothing Chi.ckadee sounds and checked to see 
whether I could help the bird slip out the bottom of the tube. No, that 
passage was too narrow. What to do? I selected a long, rough branch and 
inserted it into the tube from the top, all the while making soothing 
and encouraging sounds to the terrified Chickadee. After a few minutes, 
the bird explored the lower end of . the stick with its beak, then with its 
feet; it seemed relieved at the familiar feel of the bark. Slowly, oh, 
so slowly, I drew the stick up the tube, removed my face from the aperture, 
and at last the little Chickadee burst free of the tube and flew away. 
Relieved, I replaced the long stick in the tube to assist any future avian 
prisoner. 

Although I now include these yellow plastic sleeves in my observations, I 
have not seen another trapped bird. 

Phoebe Cleverley 

BLUE COHOSH, a native woodland plant 
common in Toronto valleys and ravines, 

in bloo~ and in fruit, 

Drawings 
by D, Andrew 

White 
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OUTING REPORT 

Rouge Valley, 29 July 1997 

On a beautifui; cool July morning a group of TFNers met for a hike at 
the historic Pearse House. We were joined by an energetic Sue Russell 
of Rouge Park who was to be our guide. We headed out through a 
beautiful meadow, flushing many meadowlarks as we went along in single 
file. It was disturbing to note the paucity of bees and butterflies on 
this sunny morning. Soon we disappeared into the woods and began our 
down and up trek to the river's edge. After a rest we continued on to a 
clearing to behold the majestic Valley Halla House, the new headquarters 
for the new park. Our first surprise was an indigo bunting flitting 
about for our pleasure. We had a tour of the home and grounds - there 
was a minstrel balcony out into the main hall, a "jacuzzi" shower and 
many interesting wall hangings and decorative windows. 

We retired to a formal rose garden with a ten foot fountain and lovely 
grape arbour - what a green and peaceful place for our lunch! Truly a 
wonderful experience! We are grateful . to Sue for her enthusiasm and 
wealth of information regarding the park. This estate has been 
recommended for designation under the terms of the Ontario Heritage 
Act. It should be preserved as a magnificent example of country living 
in the 1930s. 

Jo Butler □ 
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CHESTER SPRINGS MARSH 

Chester Springs is a restored wetland in the Lower Don River watershed 
that provides habitat for many species of birds and animals. Located 
just south of the Prince Edward Viaduct (Bloor Street), the marsh was 
built by a number of public and private sector organizations who are 
working towards the goal of bringing back the Don. [See page 20.] 

Chester Springs Marsh is three hectares in size -- roughly the size of 
seven football fields. On the east side of the Don, the wetland is 
adjacent to the Lower Don Trail and ~ceessible to the public. On the 
west side of the Don, the wetland exists as ~n undisturbed habitat for 
wildlife and is visible only visually. 

A wetland which existed at the Chester Springs site was destroyed by 
municipal land-filling between 1912 and 1925. Most of the Don watershed's 
wetlands were destroyed in the 19th and early 20th centuries by the process 
of urbanization. The restoration of wetlands in degraded areas of the 
watershed is key to restoring the health of the Don. (Other wetlands have 
been restored at the Don Valley Brick Works site and at Todmorden Mills.) 

The Chester Springs Marsh site ·has been planted with .nat'ive plants including 
many species of emergent and submergent aquatic plants (sweet flag, water 
lily, blue flag, arrowhead, bulrush), wet meadow plants (cup plant, 
spotted Joe Pye weed, turtlehead), shrubs (highbush cranberry, staghorn 
sumach, dogwood) and trees (eastern white cedar, eastern cottonwood, white 
ash). 

The water levels at Chester Springs are maintained by groundwater and 
rainwater. Also, the marsh has been designed so that the Don River water 
backs up into the wetland during heavy rains -- roughly four or five times 
a year. 

Wildlife species that have been observed at Chester Springs Marsh include: 
great blue heron, belted kingfisher, killdeer, red-winged blackbird, 
painted turtle,American toad and red fox. 

Spread throughout the Chester Springs Marsh site are a number of elements 
designed to cater to resident and migratory birds, mammals and reptiles 
and amphibians. These include sunning logs, perching stumps, bird boxes 
and snake hibernaculi. 

The development of Chester Springs Marsh involved an extensive amount of 
public participation. The planning pro·cess fo.r the wetland · involved four 
public meetings and numerous walks which attracted over 400 citizens. 
Further, community members contributed to the building of the marsh by 
planting emergent and submergent aquatic plants in June of 1996 . 

A comprehensive monitoring and maintenance program has been designed for 
Chester Springs . Professional and community members have been monitoring 
the site since June of 1997. 

Although construction of the marsh was completed in June of 1996, Chester 
Springs was allowed to establish (grow) before the project partners 
declared it finished and open at a ceremony held in August of 1997 . 

Since its inception, Chester Springs Marsh has attracted a lot of 
attention. The subject of much media interest, the project recently won 
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CHESTER SPRINGS (cont'd) 

a City of Toronto Urban Design Award. Also, the marsh has been studied 
as a model for environmental restoration and citizen involvement -- by 
officials from municipalities throughout Southern Ontario and from as far 
away as Cuba and Japan. 

Chester Springs Marsh was designed by Harrington and Hoyle Ltd. (in 
association with Cumming Coburn Ltd. and Macviro Consultants) and built 
by Sun Sprout Exterior Design Inc. 

David Stonehouse 

Chester Springs Marsh - Project Partners 

Chester Sprin~ Marsh was built a number of public and private secior organizations who are working 
towards the goal of bringing back the Don, including: 

City of Toronto 
Metropolitan Toronto (Department of Parks and Culture) 
Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
Canada/Ontario Infrastructure Works Program 
Environment Canada - Great Lakes 2000 Cleanup Fund 
Canada Trust's Friends of the Environment Foundation 
Lever-Pond's 
The Evergreen Foundation . 
Metropolitan Toronto Remedial Action Plan 

1> For a full list of project partners, please contact the Task Force at 392-040 I. 

Task Force to Bring Back the Don 

The Ta~k Force to Bring Back the Don, a 23-member citizens' group sponsored by the City of Toronto, 
is working towards "bringing back" a clean, green, and accessible Don River Watershed. The Task Force 
is committed to a citizen-driven process and to working in co-operation with government agencies and non
governmental organizations towards the restoration of the Don. 

Since 1989, the Task Force has spearheaded the planting of over 30,000 trees and shruhs in the Lower 
Don Watershed. Thousands ofwildtlowers have also been planted. Working with many agencies, the Task 
Force has created Chester Springs Marsh, a wetland that provides wildlife habitat. Committed to making 
the Lower Don ·safe and accessible for all to enjoy, the Task Force has worked on safety and access 
improvement projects. The Task Force has also undertaken many community education and involvement 
projects. Furthermore, the Task Force's planning efforts have provided it with ambitious plans for the 
future. 

In Ottawa, the Fletcher Wildlife Garden was having problems with 
young people setting "bushfires" and drinking in the old woodlot 
as well as burning the birdfeeder. The solution was found to be 
"piggy poop"! Pig manure was spread around and through the woods. 
It put an end to the night activity immediately and the plants 
love it. 

extracted frcxn ''More frcxn the Diary of a Ha:>itat Manager" by Sandy Garland in 
'IBAIL & IANDSCAPE, Vol. 30, ID. 4, Oct.-Dec. 1996 

□ 



THE ALGOMA SANDHILL CRANES 

The population of the Sandhill Crane has increased substantially in the 
Sault Ste Marie area in the past five years. It is assumed that the race 
of Sandhill Crane in the Algoma district is Grus canadensis tabida 
(Greater Sandhill Crane). This assumption is based upon the theory that 
the population of sandhills in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan is 
responsible for the expansion into Ontario. The population of sandhills 
in the Hudson-James Bay Lowlands remains separate and is of the race 
Grus canadensis rowanii (Lesser Sandhill Crane). A new study by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service will be attempting to establish the exact species 
and sub-species of all sandhills across North America. DNA testing will 
be used to establish and if necessary separate the races. In Ontario it 
is uncertain as to the actual boundaries this bird has extended. It 
appears that the current range is to the northwest, the Dryden area; to 
the north, the Hearst area; to the east, the Sudbury area; to the south
east, North Bay; to the south, the Bruce Peninsula and Manitoulin Island. 
There is an isolated population at Long Point and possibly another 
isolated population in the Lake Simcoe area. Cranes can be expected in 
these locations at any time between April and October. They prefer 
harvested grain fields, so look for grain stubble. Sightings of sandhill 

[> cranes anywhere in Ontario would be most appreciated . Please direct your 
information to Bob Knudsen, 23 Terry -Fox Place, #117, Sault Ste Marie, 
Ont. P6A 6M9. 

extracted from an article in the TORONl'O OONrnOIOOICAL a.u:B ~SLEI'I'm, Number 74, April 1997 □ 
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A FEEDING FRENZY 

We planted a serviceberry in our back yard three years ago to cover 
the "fruitless" period between the time when the last mulberry had been 
eaten and the first mountain ash berries ripened. The bush grew very 
slowly and is still under two metres in height. However this year it had 
a good crop of berries. 

We watched expectantly hoping to see a few frugivorous birds in our 
yard at mid-summer. Only the odd robin visited the bush and we 
suspected that we had planted it too close to our deck, only three 
metres away. On August 8th we had a pleasant surprise. At 6:00 pm my 
wife Jean called me to the window to see an adult Eastern Kingbird 
accompanied by a young bird eating the berries. This was wholly 
unexpected. We think of the kingbird as a bird of the open countryside, 
swooping out from its perch on a fence to catch bees or other insects. 
Here were two kingbirds feeding greedily on berries in a midtown back 
yard! 

Our astonishment grew when the kingbirds were joined by four young 
Baltimore Orioles, four young cardinals and a robin. The kingbirds left 
but there was still not room for all the birds in the little bush at once 
and two or three had to await their turn on the nearby fence. The 
melee only lasted a few minutes and then all the birds disappeared. I 
inspected the bush and there were only a half dozen dried up berries 
left on the bush. The kingbirds visited the bush again the following day 
and flew off immediately in search of better pickings. 

We are hoping for a bumper crop of serviceberries again next year -
and the good luck to be on hand when the feeding frenzy takes place! 

COMMON BLACKBERRY 

- a Toronto 
native shrub 

Drawing by 
Mary Anne Miller 

George Fairfield D 
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ROUGE FEVER 

The above afflicts me every spring. The only cure is several visits to 
the valley. This spring has been recalcitrant. (I described last spring 
similarly, so I have to stress "very" this time around). When Sunday, 
May 11, brought a high of 15°C, relief was on the way. 

Andwhat of the land itself? Young horsetail, fiddleheads, and coltsfoot 
lining river banks. Bellwort, bloodroot, blue cohosh, early meadowrue, 
wild ginger, and countless exquisite young ferns with crimson stems. 
Different parts favour different species and red trilliums were more 
frequent on the eastern slopes, white more frequent on the sunnier west 
side. I found a patch of totally green trilliums. Violets, purple, mauve, 
yellow. Stretches of delicate wood anenome. Clumps of wild leek. A 
lovely area on the east side of pinkish-mauve toothwort and another of 
spring beauty. Stray surviving hepatica and trout lily on the west bank, 
with mitrewort and pussytoes poised to follow. Columbines were ·budding 
everywhere. 

At one point a mourning cloak, new-minted, rose in velvety glory and 
there were constant flashes of common blues (better delineated by their 
other name of spring azures -- how could anything so tiny, yet so 
brilliant, be rated"common"?) I watched, dancing from bloom to bloom, a 
creature of ineffable delicacy, the very colour of cream at the top of the 
milk jug (for those old enough to remember this p~enomenon). A cabbage 
white, Carol Sellers assures me, fresh from its chrysalis. 

Swallows waltzed tirelessly and a troop of (unseen) Canada geese boomed 
bell-like along the river. 

Pausing to get my umpteenth second-wind, I 
fox (gray phase). It spied me. Circled. 
consider this two-legged creature. Loped . 
no cougar in sight, but I will delightedly 

By the end of the day my fever had abated . 
cure will be complete. 

THE BLUE JAY 
is well known 
in Toronto as 
a native breeder 
as well as 
migrant and 
wintering 
species. 

Drawing by 
Geraldine 
Goodwin. --- ~\. ~-.:::--=..-.!'.-

spied a few yards above me a 
Stopped every few steps to 
unhurriedly on its way. No 
settle for this visitation. 

A few more visits and the 

Eva Davis 
0 



IN THE NEWS 
CALLS TO RAISE A STINK OVER FRAGRANCES 

One person's heavenly scent can be a curse for bystanders and co-workers 
who suffer from allergies, chemical sensitivities, migraines, asthma and 
other respiratory problems. The volatile organic compounds in fragranced 
products -- some contain up to 500 different ingredients -- contribute to 
both indoor and outdoor air pollution -- especially on heavy smog days in 
summer. Exposure to other people's fragrances can pose a serious problem 
for those with respiratory problems, estimated by the Lung Association at 
10 to 20 per cent of the population. When people react to perfume they 
may report a wide variety of symptoms including respiratory distress, 
disorientation, migraines, hoarseness, nausea and stomach cramps, and 
numbness and tingling in the hands and feet. Chemical sensitivity in some 
form affects about 4 to 5 per cent of the population and appears to be on 
the increase. Fragrance manufacturers, protected by laws governing trade 
secrets, don't have to reveal contents of their products to anyone, 
including health regulators. 

extracted from an article by Rebecca Bragg in the TORONID STAR, July 19, 1997 

POLLUTION MADNESS 

A report in the New Scientist magazine theorised that water pollution can 
cause brain damage that turns ordinary people into violent criminals. Toxic 
metals in drinking water were linked to crime rates . A definite link was 
found between pollution amounts and incidences of murder, assault and 
robbery . Some U.S. counties with the highest pollution levels had crime 
rates triple the national average. 

extracted from "Earthweek: Diary of the Planet" in the LONIXlN FREE PRESS, 
June 7, 1997 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

HOW WE GOT OUR URBAN GOOSE PROBLEM 

The irony of the urban goose problem is considerable. It's a mess we 
cooked up ourselves with what was considered one of the _great conservation 
success stories of the 1970s. Sixty years ago, the goose "problem" was 
that there were so few Canada geese: only 250,000 in all of North America . 
Throughout the 1800s and into this century, like the passenger pigeon and 
the buffalo, millions of geese were killed for food, sport and commerce . 
Although difficult to tell apart, there are several sub-species of Canadas. 
At one end there is the mallard-duck sized cackling goose weighing one to 
two kilograms; at the other, the Gt , nt Canada goose, weighing eight to 10 
kilograms. By the 1950s, the GiaP ' Canadas were thought to be extinct. 
After an extensive search, waterfo,,i biologists did manage to find small 
populations in Minnesota and Manitoba. Wildlife services in both countries 
enthusiastically relocated thousands in hopes of creating viable populations 
elsewhere. Ontario's Ministry of Natural Resources brought the Giants to 
southern Ontario in an extensive relocation program in 1968. Today, 3 to 
4 million Canadas fly North America's skies. And the Giants, whose 
population is growing fastest of all, have a strong preference for the skies 
over our sprawling urban and suburban areas where field and forest habitat 
have been converted into the wide-open, well-watered grassy areas they 
prefer. Southern Ontario's summer population is at least 250,000. The 
vast majority of these geese are the Giant Canadas, of which there are two 
distinct populations: local breeders; and moult migrants from the U.S. 
The local breeders that stay through the s ummer, nesting and raising their 
young, are descendants of the reintroduction programs of the 1960s . In 
the fall, some move south while some stay here all year round. An unknown 
number of "moult migrants", non-breeding birds from the U.S., move into 
the Toronto area in June and July. Urban areas provide a safe place for 
them to moult or lose their primary feathers, which leaves them flightless 
for several weeks. A third goose population visits the area briefly in 
the spring and fall. These are the traditional migrating geese. Smaller 
than the Giants, they nest in the James Bay region and winter in Pennsylvania. 

extracted from an article by Stephen Leahy in the TORONl'O STAR, Aug. 9, 1997 

BLUE PHLOX - Our only native of the phlox 
family in Toronto, though 
rare here, is found in three 
different watersheds - the 
Humber, the Don and the Rouge. 

(Drawing by D. Andrew White.) 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

SCARBOROUGH PAVES PARADISE AND PUTS UP A PARKING LOT 

Just two weeks after Scarborough passed a tree protection bylaw, city crews 
were busy cutting down five mature pines in West Hill's Wanita Park to 
clear the way for a parking lot. City workers said that five mature trees 
were taken down and two relocated to elsewhere in the park. The city is 
supposed to be replacing the felled trees with twice as many new trees 
but it will take years for the new trees to reach the 50- to 60-foot 
height of the older trees. The parking lot is needed at the park to 
accommodate the parents of the large number of children who use the 
park's two soccer fields. 

adapted from an article by Stuart Green in the SCARBOO.<XIB MIRROR, July 2, 1997 

STAND OF TREES BECOMES A LOCAL HISTORICAL SITE 

No one thought it possible, but Scarborough's Local Architectural 
Conservation Advisory Committee (LACAC) did it anyway. Last year, as 
Scarborough was celebrating its 200th anniversary, the LACAC had a grove 
of extremely rare black walnut trees designated under the Ontario Heritage 
Act. For the first time ever, some of Ontario's oldest trees were 
designated as historical sites, making it il-legal to cut them down. 

extracted from an article by Poonam Khanna in SCAROOR.<XIB MIRROR, July 9, 1997 

"READING" TREE IS NO MORE 

Regular visitor to Rosetta McLain park will have noticed that the old 
Norway Maple whose limbs ran almost parallel to the ground, is no longer 
there. A freak wind from the lake, broke off some limbs and partly 
uprooted the trunk. The limbs lay scattered on the ground for some time. 
Metro Parks personnel gathered up its remains. 

from an article by Lee Graves in the BUJFFS l'llITIUl, March 1997 

TREE PROTECTION BYLAW GETS SCARBOROUGH COUNCIL APPROVAL 

Scarborough's controversial tree protection bylaw has been approved . 
Councillors endorsed. the bylaw, which would fine anyone who cuts down a 
tree with a trunk diameter greater than 30 cm without a permit up to 
$10 ·; 000 on first conviction. The bylaw is needed to protect mature 
stands of trees that are arbitrarily hacked down. The bylaw allows for 
exemptions in the case of diseased or hazardous t •rees or for emergency 
work. Pruning would also be allowed. If a permit is refused by 
forestry officials, an appeal could be launched with the city. 

from an article by Stuart Green in the SCAROORa.n{ MIRROO., May 3-4, 1997 

Tree leaves and pumpkins, 
even the moon is orange, 
October's colour. 

haiku by Helen Juhola 

0 



THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
October 1996, Toronto 

October was close to normal in all respects, which in itself is unusual. 
There was some tendency for cloudy, windy conditions that occurred with 
frequent frontal systems moving rapidly through as colder winter-like 
weather entered western Canada from time to time . However, in Toronto, 
there were four separate occasions when warm air masses brought temperatures 
into the 20°C range . The most striking example of this frontal variability 
occurred from Oct. 13th to Oct. 16th at Pearson Airport. It hit 22.5°c on 
Oct. 13th; following a cold front, it dropped to - 2°C on Oct. 15th with a 
daytime high below 10°C. On Oct. 16th, warm air returned the high to 20.4°C, 
with a thunderstorm. Rainfall was just a touch above average. 

Gavin Miller 

THE BLACK BEAR drawn by Mary Cumming 
once a Toronto denizen. 
(See Taylor in TFN 367:22-23 1984,) 

kt -..... ~ 

~;~ ~~~ 
1'b'<""'I. I:) ..._,.,_11;,., Ml.lt'~ 
rt\P.~'I C:IJ rf\"1<"-''o -.. 
'%:)~C::. -,. '"'"'· 

::--...._ 

= -'--

,....,.......,~=,.;---

D 



NOI'E: 
September 

TIN 
display 

TFN 470 - 28 

COMING EVENTS 
Toronto Ornithological Club - Jim Baillie Memorial Bird Walks - aimed at 

the intermediate birders, but beginners are welcome. Free. 
• Late Migration - Toronto Islands - Sat. Oct. 11 from 8 am (all day) 

Meet at the Toronto Islands ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. to 
catch the 8:15 am ferry to Hanlan's Point. Bring a lunch. Leader 
will be Norm Murr. 

Mycological Society of Toronto meeting - Oct. 20 at 7:45 pm at the Civic 
Garden Centre (Leslie & Lawrence). The subject will be Exploring the 
Western Frontier: Truffles of the Great Basin with Dr. Robert Fogel. 

Toronto Entomologists Association meetings . For information, call 
Alan Hanks at 905-727-6993. 

The Gem & Mineral Club of Scarborough meetings - first Tuesday of each 
month from Sept. to June at 8 pm in Scarborough Junction United Church, 
For details, call 282~5319 or 282-0444. 

Royal Ontario Museum - an exhibition about whales, dolphins and porpoises 
begins Sat. Oct. 11 and runs to Sun. Jan. 4. During 1 Whale~ the museum 
admission is $12 for adults; $7 for seniors, students and children; and 
$25 for family groups. For more information, call 586-8000. 

Ontario Hiking Day - Sun. Oct. 5, an event of Hike Ontario, For details 
call 426-7391. 

Civic Garden Centre - The Great Canadian Gardening Conference - Oct. 18-19 
at the Civic Garden Centre. For more information call 397-1340. 

Jane Jacobs - Ideas that Matter - a conference Oct. 14-19. For more 
details, call 944-1303. 

Native Species Propagation and Naturalization with Solomon Boye, Dept. of 
Parks and Recreation, City of Toronto - Sat. Oct. 4 from 2 to 4 pm at 
the North Toronto Community Centre, 200 Eglinton Ave. West. Call 
392-1668 for more information. 

Dr. Wm. Brodie, Toronto's Victorian Naturalist -- an illustrated lecture 
by Louise Herzberg - Tues, Sept. 30 at 7:30 pm at the Walter Stewart 
Libra~y in East York, (a meeting of the East York ,Historical Society). 

High Park Harvest Festival - Sun. Oct. 5 from 12 noon to 5 pm at Colborne 
Lodge. For more information call 392-6916. 

Urban Naturalist Outings - call 755-6030 for details. [See also page 8.] 

Natural History Tours - call 223-6922 for details. 

Humber River Watershed Fisheries Management Plan public meetings -
Tues. Oct. 7 in the Council Chambers, Swansea Town Hall, 95 Lavinia Ave. 
& Wed, Oct. 8 in Rm, B, Albion-Bolton Centre, 150 Queen St. St,, Bolton. 
Both meetings begin at 7 pm. Call 661-6600, ext. 353 for more details. 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Rouge Park outings 
4 Fri. Oct. 3 Sue Russell will lead a hike to look at birds. For 

meeting time and place call Hike Ontario at 426-7391 or Rouge Park 
at 287-6843. 

•Sun.Oct. 5 - Fall colours outing. Meet at the parking lot of the 
Glen Rouge Camp Grounds on Hwy. 2 east of 401 and Port Union Rd. 
For details call Rouge Park at 287-6843. 

•Sun.Oct. 19 - Bus Tour of the Rouge Park and a Heritage Building 
(fall colours). Tickets $10 (includes tea). For meeting time and 
place call 287-6843. 

Black Creek Project - meetings and work days monthly. Call 661-6600, 
ext. 364 for more information . 

Coyote evening at Tommy Thompson Park - Sat. Oct. 4 from 8 pm to 10:30 pm. 
The evening will begin with a slide show at 51 Larchmount Ave. (south 
of Queen St. East, east of Pape Ave.) followed by a visit to the spit 
in school buses. Please register by calling 661-6600, extension 203. 
This outing will be on, whatever the weather. 

Don Valley Brick Works - official opening of Toronto's newest park -
Sun. Oct. 19. Call Marta Soucek at 661-6600 at extension 283 if you 
want to attend. 

Heritage Tour with Ian Wheal - Sun. Oct. 26 at 1 pm. 
corner of Blackthorn Ave. and Eglinton Ave. West. 
is "Fairbank: on the Toronto Frontier". 

Meet at the southwest 
The title of the tour 

The Conservation Foundation of Greater Toronto Fourth Annual "Charles 
Sauriol Environmental Land Trust Dinner" - Thursday, Oct. 23 at the 
Westin Prince Hotel. Speaker: David Crombie. Tickets: $85 per person. 
A tax receipt will be issued for a portion of the ticket price. Call ext.276, 
661-6600 for tickets or more information about this fund-raising event. 

Task Force to Bring Back the Don events - rain or shine 
•Sun.Oct. 5 at 10 am - Ideas that matter - meeting at the Chester 

subway station to walk through Riverdale . (part of Jane Jacobs Conference). 
•Sun.Oct. 5 at 1 pm, meeting at the south end of Riverdale Park East 

to help plant trees with City Parks and Recreation Dept, and LEAF, 
•Sat.Oct. 18 at 10 am, meeting at the Rosedale subway station to help 

City Parks Dept. plant trees. 
•Sun.Oct. 19 at 10 am, meeting at the site of the former Domtar/ 

Polyresins factories, just north of Pottery Road along the Lower Don 
Trail. 

To register or to get on the Task Force mailing list, call 392-0401. 

Taddle Creek Walk - Sat. Oct. 18 at 1 pm, meeting at the northwest corner 
of Davenport Rd. and Bathurst St . and/or at 2 pm at the corner of Barton 
Ave. and Howland Ave. (St. Alban's Square). Find out about Grassroots 
Albany and Taddle Creek Initiative attempts to help the Taddle see the 
light again and celebrate Jane Jacob's role in saving the Annex from the 
Spadina Expressway (part of Jane Jacobs Conference). 
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