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Illustrated with kodachrome slides. 

Dr. Russell trained as n :paleanontologist at the University of 
Alberta and at Princeton University. He worked with the Geological Survey 
of Canada for seven years, and has been with the University of Toronto and 
the Royal Ontario Museum of Palaeontology since 193?. He served in the 
armed forces as Major with the Royal Canadian Signals, doing electrical 
research work. 

Stationed in the south of England for eighteen months, Dr. Russell 
was able to study the local geological formations and to visit many of the 
British museums. He also had an opportunity to visit the continent and 
observe the effect of the war on scientists there. Fortunately he was able 
to take many photographs, some in natural colour, and he will use these in 
telling us of his experiences as a naturalist in war-time,.. Europe. 

X ROTUNDA DISPLAY 

Arctic and subarctic flowers. Sketches in coloured oil crayon 
done by Mr. John C. Rogers during four years (1928-1932) of geological 
work in the Tava.ne - Chesterfield - Baker Lake districts of Canada. 

FEBRUJ.,,RY OurING 

Saturday, February 9, l945, at 2.30 p.m. 
Birds and trees in Mount Pleasant Cemetery. 

Meet at the gates of the cemetery on Mount Pleasant Road. 
St.Clair car stop. 

New members are welcomed to the Toronto Field Naturalists' Club. 
The fee of $1.00 may be paid at the meeting or may be sent to the secretary 
at the Royal Ontario Museum, 100 Queen's Park. 

,-



TORONTO FIELD NATUR.Al.,ISTS' CLUB 

The following itam of business will be voted on at the regular 
meeting of the club in February. 

~ --...,,..,.._... 

At the meeting on January?, Prof. T.F.Mcilwraith announced "I give 
notice that at the next regular meeting of this club I shall move to amend the· 
constitution Article V, Fees, Section 2 to _read as follows - The Annual member
ship fee shall be $2.00 payable in advance." This motion will be seconded by 
Dr. R.M.Saunders. 

This matter will come up for discussion and decision at the next regu.lar 
meeting, in the mean time it might be useful for members to know the reasons for · 
this _proposal. I might add that the motion was discussed by your executive comm
ittee, referred to a special committee, who approved the motion, and referred 
to council who likewise endorsed it. It cannot, therefore, be construed as a 
hasty move on the part of the seconder and myself . 

l. The present fee was decided upon when the club had only a few dozen 
members. Since then it has grown to an organization of some ?00 members sponsoring 
a large number of field outings, holding regular and well-attended lectures, issuing 
fl monthly bulletin, and with a large and active junior club. 

2. This has meant an enormous increase in the secretarial work involved, 
and it has become .increasingly embarrassing to your executive to ask members to 
undertake the requisite duties. It has been necessary to pay for the mailing of 
notices etc., and this practice will have to be extended. With an increasing 
membership, more help will have to be given to tho secretaries, and this all costs 
money. 

3. Looking ahead, the club will have added opporti.m.ities and responsibil-
ities in the post-war period; opportunities which may be bril::ifly su.,."llll.arized as 

a. Incree.sed work in conservation in the Toronto region. 
b. Improvement in our program.me by bringing in moro outside lecturers . 
c. Assistance to the junior club in regard to library, equipment, and so forth, 

including such specific needs as insect pins. 
d. Resumption of projects held in abeyance such as the labelling of nature trails, 

as well as trees in the eity parks. 
e. Work in the schools and especially the training of leaders for tho increased 

prograinme of camps which is certain to develop. 

4. More income is needed if the club is to move forward. I believe that 
our members are now getting extremely good value for the $1.00 fee and that an 
increase to $2.00 a year is necessary and fully warranted." 
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The evidence continues to pile up that the present incursion of snowy owls 
is one of the greatest on record. The observations made in many places during the 
Christmas Census bear out this assertion as well as the unhappy accumulation of skins 
in the taxidermists' shops. As a result of the great movement a sharp controversy 
has developed in the correspondence columns of the press and elsewhere over the habits 
and worth of these birds. In such a controversy much igno~ance is always displayed. 

It was with this fact in mind that I asked }ilr. C. E. Hope of tho Royal Ont
ario Musoum for the pri velege of publ1shing the summary of his findings from the 
examination of a series of snowy owl pellets. Most of the pellets have been collected 
at the roosting sites of the owls by Dr. J. Satterly and Mr. Hope ; and analysed at the· 
museum by Mr. Hope. I would remind the readers again that it is possible by the exam
ination of owl pellets to tell exactly what an owl has been eating. If eny of the 
members of the club come into possession of snowy owl pellets Mr. Hope will bo glad 
to receive them, with a statement of whore and in what sort of habitat they wero found, 
at the Museum. The following summary of findings is brief but it ;i.s a substantial 
contribution of fact to a controversy that has been too much confined to fancy in somo 
quarters. The summary reads: 

"Out of the 41 pellets examineµ. it may bo noted that 32 contained only 
(Meadow mice) :Microt~ pennsylvanicus, numbering from 1 to 17, the average being 3. Five 
contained only (Norway rat) Rattus norvegicus, 1 only in each pellet. Two had 
Microtus pennsylvanicus and {field mouse) Peromyscus sp. Two contained (old squaw duck) 
Clangula heimalis, but one of these contained in addition 2 Microtus pennsylvanicus." 

This summary speaks for itself, but it should be pointed out with respect to 
the old squaw ducks, that it is very likely that these birds were found either dead, 
or in a•diseased or weakened condition, by the owls. The high proportion of mice and 
rats in the findings needs no c o.rrrrnent. This owl deserves protection if we think only 
in terms of,our own material interests. 

Several curnmunications have been received since the last issue was prepared. 
I present them here to the members of the club. 

Mrs. Lois M. Sisma.n, one of our enthusiastic members in Aurora, writes 
(January 6, 1946): 

"This last week has proved so interesting in Winter Bird Life. 
We have a large flock of Snow Buntings north of our town, 100 birds in the 

group. They are beautiful as they wheel and turn their brown backs and black-tipped 
wings, then suddenly their white undersides come into view and off they glide in mass 
formation to alight in some weed patch~ 

I walked to-day in an apple orchard on the north side of Aurora, the weather 
was delightfully mild and every man who owned a dog and a gun was out in the country. 
After chatting with the first hunter he told me that a Hawk has been flying overhead. 
I watched carefully hoping to see some movement but instead almost stumbled over a 
dead bird. There lay the Goshawk., 
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There are several flocks of Redpolls, one may see and hear them among the 
pine and coniferous trees edging this same orchard. Also fifty or more Tree Sparrows 
feeding on the weed seeds, the tiny pattern of their feet may be readily seen in thl:3 
snow. Their song is very soft and sweet when they are startled and fly to the tree-tops. 

The highlight of to-day's outing was the Pine Grosbeal:s. For some t :i.r!B I 
could hear the clear whistle overhead, then presently two birds came to settle on an 
apple tree, one brilliantly coloured male and a female. The male sang, whistled and 
called to the other bird while I stood spellbound within a few feet. I felt for u 
few moments that Time had stepped ahead and Spring had come, the song so resembled the 
Robin's call. A flock of ten birds few over the orchard and these two followed joining 
the group, the air was filled with clear, beautiful whistling of Pine Grosbeaks. The 
local farmer informed me that he had been attracted the last few days by this clear 
call, apparently these birds have been in the orchard for some time. I examined the 
decayed apples under the trees, they were pulled apart and I wondered if the Pine Gros
beaks would be eating the seods? 

The Evening Grosbeaks have been playing around our town for weeks. There 
are about 30 birds, some beautiful males in the flock. · They have visited my manitoba. 
maple tree so many times there is not a key left on it. Some days they s:peJ',id a great 
deal of time on the driveway picking up the fallen seeds and bits of gravel •• They 
are so tame and unafraid I am able to walk within a few feet of them." 

Mr. James A. Simon, writing on December 12, 1945, says, "A number of people 
commented to me on the list of plants in the last Newsletter (November), saying that 
they did not know there were as many Goldenrods and Asters there. One member came 
out to see me to find out exactly where Lowrie's Aster grew. 

On the hike on Saturday at York Mills, a nurnber of people seemed disappointed 
that there was so little to see. I am enclosing a list of plants seen . I think it 
would be hard to find a better spot close to the city in which such a number of plants 
could be seen. This list is not complete as ,ve did not stop to look for plants, just 
picked them out as we walked along. 

,eJKE, DEC. 8 YORK MILLS 

Arriving late at the meeting place and finding the Plant Group gone, I 
joined the hike led by Jim Baillie. The birds were few such as sparrows, starlings, 
Hairy Woodpeckers, Chickadees, Brown Creeper and a Hawk. Another group saw Kinglets 
and an Owl. 

As I had not visited this spot before, I was interested to see what grew 
there . I found the following - Coniferous Trees, 4; Broad-leaved Trees, 21, Shrubs 
and Canes, 17; Vines, 3; Ferns, 3; Herbs, 6. All in less than two hours walk. 

On the November Hike at High Park, led by Mr. OWens, plants of interest 
were Clammy Locust and Trailing Arbutus. 
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The plants marked with § not seen hy our group: 

Conifers 

White Pine 
Hemlock 
Cedar 
Tamarack 

Broad-leaved Trees 

Silver Maple 
Red Maple 
Sugar Maple 
Manitoba Maple 
Silver Birch 
Yellow Birch 
Aspen Poplar 
Balsam Poplar 
White Ash 
'.~hite Oak 
Red Oak 
Ju.'1eberry 
White Elm 

§Red Elm 
§cork Elm 
Bird Cherry 
Common. Buckthorn 
Beech 
Blue Beech 
Basswood 
Black Locust 

Shrubs &, Canes 

Mountain Maple 
Alder 
Elderberry 
Red Osler Dogwood 
Alternate-leaved Dogwood 
Willow 
Raspberry 
Black Raspberry 
New Jersey Tea 
Maple-leaved Viburnum 
Wit ch Hazel 
Cholrn Cherry 
Bush Honeysuckle 
Sumach 
Wild Black Currant 

Vine s 

Gra pe 
ViTginta Creeper 
Climbing Bittersweet Nightshade 

Ferns 

Christmas Fern, 
Marginal Shield Fern 
Wood Fern 

Herbs 

Bedstraw 
Broad-leaved dock 
Gold thread 
SweetCicely 
Scouring Rush 

§strawberry Blight 

Mrs. F.J.T.Maines, A Barrie member, writes (December 29, 1945) 
"You may be interested to hear of the unusual number of evening grosbeaks we 
have up here this winter. Hardly a day passes without my seeing at least a small 
munber feeding on the keys of a Manitoba maple in our yard. About · four weeks ago 
we encountered a flock of between .70 and 80. There were in trees, on roofs, and 
hopping around the ground like sparrows, and were quite tame. This morning one 
alighted on a wire about 8 feet from me as r was putting out crumbs on a window 
sill" 

(Barrie for many years has been one of the best · :places to see the winter 
cinches. Ed.) 

From Mrs. V.L.Peters (Jrurn.ary 1, 1946) in Uxbridge we have some observa
tions made last summer which will r 3r-:_11.cl you of what is in store :ror the bird ob
servers in a few months. She wri tern, nAs I was strolling along a trail in our 
woods one day, I chanced to observe a very interesting action-picture. I had paused 
in the shade of a stately elm to watch the pageant of wild lifo along the river. 
On the trail, just ahead, a sandpi per led the way, with many a nod and cu.rt sy, and 
many a query as to my business in his chosen haunt. Down in the shrubbery a Mary
land yellow-throat eyed me sharply and darted away with a merry "Wichity." 
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Suddenly a swallow skimmed the rip:ples - almost at my feet - circled away 
and returned to repeat the performance.· I watched it for some time, admiring the 
metallic lustre of the blue-black wings - lovely in the sunshine. I was surprised 
that it was not alarmed, as a noisy kingfisher had betrayed my presence on the ·bank, 
but when I heard the soft twi ttoring of young birds, I was no longer surprised. She 
had her family lined up on a branch of an overreaching tree, and she was npparontly 
giving them a lesson in skimming the water. She would fly upwards, circle downward 
gracefully, touch the wa·ter with her pretty chestnut breast, take a drink, and then 
return to the branch. 

One by one the young birds would attem.pt this aerial feat but, though 
they were skilful on the wing, they would invariably fail to circle low enough· to 
touch the water. Again she would show them, and again they would try; and it was 
a pleasure to watch their efforts. The mother bird was constantly on the wing, 
twittering her encouragement, nor did she cease her efforts until every one of the 
yom1g swallows had given a very creditable performance. Then with a jubilent ,Jarble, 
she led her family up into the blue--away off over the meadow. 

One day in August, when we wore in Muskoka-near Lake of Bays--we noticed 
a stra.~ge bird circling above the hills and calling plaintively. It seemed to 
haunt the steep wooded hill that was just across the way from our eottage . 1He were · 
simply captivated by the call--a ringing, clearly-enunciated "Phee-eur. 11 The clear~ 
pure notes were as haunting as gypsy mu.sic end had a slight suggestion of complaint. 

Next morning we set out to spend a day in the hills, hoping to find our 
bird of the plaintive voice, but before we had gone very far, we heard the call 
again--this time from down along the river. We could see the bird flitting from 
tree to tree and it seemed to be coming our way. We slipped behind a screen of 
willows and Waited. It kept coming gradually nearer and finally flew to the top of 
a tall willow where we could see it clearly. There it sang its enchanting song 
again and again, and we were thrilled beyond measure to have our first glimpse of 
this demure russet-tinged bird that we decided was a Say Pheobe. 

The song of this bird, wafted on the clear, st ill air of morning, is 
something to remember. 

On November 25th, a flock of evening grosbeaks descended on the Manitoba 
Maples on the lawn. I have never before noticed these lovely little btrds in this 
district .. They kept up a constant cheery chatter as they looked for the maple seeds." 

R. M. SAUNDERS, 

Editor. 




