
. \ OCTOBER MEETING 

Monday, October 2, 1961, at 8.15 p.m. 
at the 

ROYAL Ol\1TARIO MUSEUM 

SPEAKER: i:ftr. Jas. L. Baillie, Assistant Curator of Birds, Royal Ontario Museum. 

SUBJECT: 11Ncw Ontario Birds" 

The story behind the addition of new birds to the R.O.M. Bird Checking List 
since the turn of the century, illustrated with slides. In the rotunda, 
skins of the birds discussed by Mr. Baillie will be on display, thanks to 
the co-operation of Mr, T. M. Shortt and his staff, 

Botany Group 

The Botany Group will meet on Thursday, October 18th, at 8 p.m., in the library of 
Eglinton Public School, Eglinton Ave. & Mt. Pleasant Rd. The topic will be "WHd 
Flowers and Other Plants of Autumn." New members are welcome. 

Secretary - ~,rs. Esther Carin, HU 8-7134 

Audubon Wildlife Films 

Audubon Wildlife Films (formerly Audubon Screen Tours) present this season a 
dazzling array of nature photography by such outstanding naturalist-moviemakers as 
Allan D. Cruickshank, Olin S. Pettingill, Jr., and Robert C. Hermes. As the series 
commences September 27th-28th, there is no time to lose in obtaining season tickets 
for yourself and your family. Mrs. J.B. Stewart (HU. 9-5052) will be glad to send 
descriptive folders to friends and associates whom you think would be interested, 
Note to parents: Audubon Wildlife Films are a thrilling and enriching experience for 
older children (10 and up), and they are over by a reasonable hour. 

Fees 

Fees for the 1961-62 season are now due. By mailing these to the secretary now you 
will be free to enjoy the meeting, to examine the F.O.N. Christmas cards and to chat 
with friends. For your convenience, we are providing the following form for you to 
fill out and send with your cheque or money order. Clip it and send it in today, 
will you? 

To: Mrs. H. Robson, Secretary, 
Toronto Field Naturalists' Club, 
49 Craighurst Ave., Toronto 12, Ont. Date ------------

I) wish to renew membership in the T.F.N., and enclose 1961-62 fee as indicated 
We) (please check): 

--- Single $4.oo --- Family (adults) $6.oo 

Corresponding $2.00 (for those living outside a 
-- 20-mile radius from the Royal Ontario Museum) 

Name 

Address 

__ Life $100.00 

Donation$ --- ---



(ii) 

SEPrEMBER AND OCTOBER OUTINGS 

Saturday, September 30, 10.00 a.m. - Happy Nook, R.R. {/2, Pickering 
This is the home of Mr. Alf, Bunker. Follow Highway No. 2 east from Highland Creek 
to Fairport Beach Road. Turn north to the next east-west road, then turn west. 
Mr. Bunker's house is the third on the north side. If going by bus, take the Oshawa 
bus to Fairport Beach Road, and continue as above. Bring lunch, 
Leaders: Birds - Mr. Alf. Bunker, Mr, Jack Gingrich 

Botany - To be announced 

Saturday, October 14th, 9.00 or 9.30 a.m. - Hanlan's Point 
Meet at the city ferry dock for the 9,00 or 9.30 a.m. boat (be sure to check the boat 
schedule with the TTC, HU 7-2424). Bring lunch. 
Leader: Birds - Mr. George Fairfield 

Sunday, October 15th, 10,00 a.m. - Cold Creek Conservation Area 
This is a unique northern bog, and rubber boots or a pair of old running shoes are a 
necessity. It is a fairly strenuous outing. From Nobleton on Highway No. 27, go west 
on Bolton Road two concessions, and north one concession where the road jogs right. 
Park where the road turns north again, and walk east down the hill. Bring lunch. 
As entry to this region is by group permit only, please endeavour to be at the 
entrance on time, 
Leader: Botany - Mr. James Simon 

Saturday, October 21st, 9. 30 a .m. - Rattray' s Marsh 
Take No. 2 Highway past Port Credit bridge to Bexhill Road (2.2 miles past bridge -
there is a Shell station on the highway opposite Bexhill Road). Go south to the end 
of Bexhill Road. Bring lunch. 
Leader: Birds - Mr, David West 

Miss Rosemary Gaymer, Chairman, Outings Committee 

Junior Club 

Children from 8 to 16 are invited to register at the opening meeting of the Junior 
Field Naturalists' Club at 10.00 a.m. on Saturday, September 30th. The fee is $1.00 
for the season. Walt Disney's film "Bear Country" will be shown, and study groups 
will be organized. 

The Junior Club is doing a tremendous job with some 250 youngsters each year. These 
will be the naturalists of tomorrow, if the naturalists of today meet their needs for 
instruction and encouragement, Any T,F.N. members willing to assist in this work are 
urged to telephone Mr. Bob MacLellan - HU 8 -9346. 

F.0.N. Christmas Cards 

1961 F.0.N. Christmas Cards will be on sale at the October meeting. There is a 
choice of two designs--cardinals brightly portrayed by Mr . Robert Bateman, or a 
water lily design painted on commission by Miss Sylvia Hahn. The price--$1.50 per 
dozen, plus 5¢ sales tax (yes, we too are working for the government!) Every box we 
sell means a profit of 25¢ for our Club. Pick up your own supply at the October 
meeting, and show them to your friends and colleagues. Cards to fill their orders 
may be obtained at the November meeting. 

President - Mr. Fred Bodsworth Secretary - Mrs. H. Robson, 
49 Craighurst Ave., Toronto 12. 
HU 1-0260 
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N EVvSLETTER 

Number 181 §leptember 1961 

A PINCH-HITTER COMES TO BAT 

Our erudite editor, who has written the Newsletter for the past several 
years, has temporarily forsaken this quarter, leaving us the task of trying to mind 
the store until his return. 

Dr. and ~irs. Saunders have gone to Europe for approximately a year, so 
if the birds of that continent develop a "someone-is-watching-me" complex, it will 
be due t o the relentless eyes of those two vigilant vagabonds. 

While they are revelling in their observations of such exotic-sounding 
species as Alpine choughs, garganeys, and Sg_uacco herons, we will try to make do 
with our own humble little redstarts and chickadees, and hope that, somehow, our 
pen has enough words in it to fill up this space until Dr. Saunders returns and lets 
us take our finger out of the editorial dyke, 

In fact, we have sought his assurance that hi.s observations of Old 
World ornithology will be duly narrated in the Newsletter upon his return. Already 
we are anticipating the enjoyment of reading his report. 

A SUMMARY OF OUR T.F.N. SPRING OUTINGS 

Pondering the problem of what to say in the vast spaces of blank paper 
that lie ahead, we are presuming that news might be an appropriate filler for a 
Newsletter . Therefore, a summary of some of the activities of the past months 
follows - a sort of retroactive grapevine report of what went on at our various 
T.F.N. outings. 

There are three groups of Club members who play key roles in making 
these outings enjoyable and memorable experiences. First, the Outings Committee 
deserves a word of appreciation for the planning and organization that goes into 
arranging the program. Also entitled to a vote of thanks are the intrepid leaders 
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who volunteer their time and effort to conduct the outings, identify the birds and 
flowers, pra.y for good weather, listen to the odd complaint, and meet some wonderful 
people. Third, and most important, are the members and guests who attend our hikes, 
bringing an unstemmable flow of wholesome enthusiasm and vigorous interest. 

Personally, every walk we have attended, either as the guide or the 
guided, has been most pleasurable. We meet new people, make new friends and, at the 
same time, enjoy the sights and sounds that go with the study and appreciation of 
Natural History. 

So, to all T.F.N'ers who have not been coming to these outdoor rambles 
(please, Mr. Typesetter, not rumbles), we suggest you adopt the habit of attending 
and we're sure you'll like them. 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

There follows a review of the highlights of last season's hikes. 

Bill Smith's group, at the Greenwood Conservation .Area on April 9th, 
were lucky enough to see a turkey vulture; also a pileated woodpecker. 

On April 15th, Ralph McCleary conducted the gathering at the Hamilton 
Dundas Marsh, reported very little migration, but they did see whistling swans, 
ruddy ducks and canvasbacks. 

On April 16th Rosemary Gaymer had the misfortune to have her Hanlan's 
Point excusion scuttled by foul weather, and her report included the pertinent (or 
impertinent!) suggestion that there should be a meteorologist on the Outings 
Committee! Total bird list for the day - two ducks - and even they were all wet. 

It was a cool, cloudy day for Ray Pannell's gang on April 22nd at 
Cedarvale. Forty-two people attended and saw several fox sparrows, two sapsuckers 
and 24 other species of birds. 

Our group on the 23rd at the Boyd Conservation Area, led by yours truly, 
were fortunate in finding red crossbills the commonest bird of the day. We also saw 
a white-winged crossbill, a goshawk, our first hepaticas of the season, and some 
early spring butterflies, which included mourning cloaks, tortoise shells, and red 
admirals. 

Ted Farley showed his squf.l.d 51 species of' birds at Rattray's Marsh on 
April 29th. These included red-necked grebes offshore in the lake, a gallinule in 
the marsh and rusty blackbirds which are not always easy to find. at Toronto in the 
spring migration. 

On the 30th of April, George Fairfield's party heard many fine spring 
songsters in the Old Belt Line ravine. These included ruby-crowned kinglets, a 
water-thrush and a winter wren. They also saw a melanistic sparrow hawk. This 
bird has been reported from this part of the city for the past three or four years. 
Those interested in geology enjoyed Walter Tovell's informative description of the 
Pleistocene formation of this section of the city. 
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Jack Gingrich's outing on May 6th was a combined bird and botany hike at 
Wilket Creek Park. Miss Elizabeth Price headed up the botany group. The most note 
worthy bird seen was an albino downy woodpecker. It was distressing to see this 
lovely little corner at Eglinton and Leslie being "improved" by bulldozers gouging 
away at the undergrowth and ripping down trees. 

The blue ribbon for turning up the best bird of all the season's outings must 
surely go to David and Judy Hoeniger's party at Hanlan's Point on May '(th. This was 
a cattle egret seen clearly by many observers. This tiny species of egret, which 
crossed from Africa to America only two decades ago, has flourished and expanded its 
range up through the States, and has now been reported several times from various 
Canadian points. The first Toronto record was in May of 1960 when Don Perks found 
one at Rattray's Marsh and, so far as we know, the Hanlan's Point bird was the 
second Toronto record. The Hoeniger party also saw a least bittern perched in a 
tree (the bittern was in the tree, not the party), also a whip-poor-will which 

I • allowed a very close approach. The botanists reported the Island no longer suitable 
for botany walks as most of the native flowers have been destroyed. 

The May 13th affair at the Terra Cotta Conservation area was a four-way 
program, the leaders being: Botany - Dr. Margaret Heimburger; Birds - Miss Helen 
Lawrence; Ecology - Prof. A. F. Coventry; Geology - Dr. Walter Tovell. The botanists 
enjoyed finding early spring flowers, and discussed such topics as flower pigmen
tation; mechanisms that prevent self-pollination in perfect flowers; and the identi
fication of the parts of a flower. The birders listed 40 species, including broad
winged hawk, pileated woodpecker and ruffed grouse. Prof. Coventry's ecologists 
found plenty of interest and discussed subject such as the role of lichens on 
boulders; effect of soil moisture on plant distribution; and why a dense patch of 
mayapples was confined to only one section of a uniform habitat. 

The next day, at the Purpleville woods, John Jarvis and Don Burton identified 
71 species of birds including nesting bluebirds and 17 species of warblers . Janet 
Goodwin showed her botanists many spring flowers, several species of ferns, and a 
few very pretty scarlet cup fungi. 

11Plenty of birds but nothing exceptional," was John Dex's description of his 
hike at Glendon Hall on the 27th. Fifty-one species of birds were counted, 

Prof. T. F. Mcinwraith l ed the hike at Hendrie Park in Hamilton on May 28th. 
Forty observers listed 62 species of birds, including blue-gray gnatcatcher, yellow
bellied flycatcher and Philadelphia vireo. 

John Livingston's outing at Whitby on June 3rd came just as the spring 
migration was coming to an end, and was a fitting climax to this series of outdoor 
activities. Shore birds were the feature of the day and included black-bellied 
plover, ruddy turnstones, whimbrel, white-rumped sandpipers and dunlin. The sight 
of 50 brant was a big hit with many observers who had never seen this bird before. 
In five and a half hours, 40 observers listed no fewer than 84 species of birds, 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

So, we repeat to our Club members who have not been taking advantage of this 
popular activity - next season, come on out, and let's get acquainted. 
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A LATE SUMMER BIRD CENSUS ALONG LAKE ONTARIO 

One of the most interesting facets of bird-study is census-taking. Last 
winter, in North America, over 600 parties, totalling almost 9,000 observers, took 
part in the annual Christmas season census, an emphatic indication of how popular 
this pastime really is. 

This summer, each of us had our homes politely invaded by a different kind 
of census-taker, who, armed with a list of stock questions ••• (How much do you earn 
per week? That's easy - almost as much as we spend. Where were you born? In the 
spare bedroom, we were visiting at the time) ••• counted up the number of Canadian 
noses from one end of our wonderful country to the other. 

Perhaps it was the sight of these tireless tally-takers, trudging about the 
neighbourhood with their king-size portfolios, that gave us the idea of using part 
of our vacation to take a summer bird census. Whatever the reason, we decided to 
take stock of the birds along Lake Ontario's north shore in a 100 mile strip 
starting at the foot of Yonge St. and extending into Price Edward County south of 
Trenton. 

This sector's August bird population is a mixture of residents and transients. 
The fall shore bird migration is well under way as these interesting wanderers have 
already nested on their Arctic breeding-grounds, raised their families, and are on 
their way south. Also arriving from more northern haunts are fall warblers, 
usually accompanied by flycatchers, vireos and chickadees. 

It is important to realize that a swmner census does not necessarily indicate 
what birds are in the area. It is an inventory of birds found in the area, and. this 
is a significant distinction. By late August most small birds have stopped singing. 
Many are inactive due to moulting. So, because these birds are now skulking 
furtively in the dense summer growth, the observer sees only a fraction of the 
numbers he would have found six weeks before, even though their actual numbers are 
now increased by the addition of the new season's brood. In a stretch of roadside 
area, where possibly 100 savannah sparrows or meadowlarks exist, the bird-finder may 
count only one or two. The converse is true of waterfowl and shore birds. A 
thousand gulls in plain sight, on a strip of beach or on a farmer's field, close 
enough to be identified, will all be included by the census-taker. 

Because it may be of interest to some of our readers, we are reporting the 
results of our counting below. In this table, figures relating to species 
numbering over 1,000 have been rounded to the nearest 50; those in the 100's to the 
nearest 10; below 100, actual figures are shown. The list includes 131 species, 
as follows: 

Common Loon 6 Mallard 44 
Red-necked Grebe 110 Black Duck 77 
Pied-billed Grebe 7 Green-winged Teal 8 
Double-cre sted Cormorant 3 Blue-winged Teal 89 
Great Blue Heron 26 Wood Duck 44 
Green Heron 5 Redhead 2 
Black-crowned Night Heron 3 Greater Scaup 1 
American Bittern 5 Oldsquaw 2 
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White-winged Seater 1 Traill's Flycatcher 13 
Hooded Merganser 2 Least Flycatcher 3 
Red-tailed Hawk l Eastern Wood Pewee 20 
Red-shouldered Hawk 3 Olive-sided Flycatcher 2 
Broad-winged Hawk l Horned Lark 2 
Marsh Hawk 11 Tree Swallow 9 
Osprey 2 Bank Swallow 1,150 
Sparrow Hawk 17 Rough-winged Swallow 7 
Ruffed Grouse 1 Barn Swallow 1,100 
Ring-necked Pheasant 6 Cliff Swallow 2 
Virginia Rail 1 Purple :tf.iartin 83 
Sora 2 Blue Jay 33 
Common Gallinule 100 Common Crow 160 
Coot 8 Black-capped Chickadee 72 
Semipalmated Plover 40 Red-breasted Nuthatch 2 
Killdeer 74 Brown Creeper 1 
Black-bellied Plover 7 House Wren 9 
Ruddy Turnstone 3 Long-billed Marsh Wren 15 
Common Snipe 4 Catbird 43 
Upland Pl over 1 Brown Thrasher 8 
Spotted Sandpiper 79 Robin 190 
Solitary Sandpiper l Veery 4 
Greater Yellowlegs 7 Cedar Waxwing 82 
Lesser Yellowlegs 25 Loggerhead Shrike 6 
Pectoral Sandpiper 2 Starling 1,400 
Baird's Sandpiper 1 Red-eyed Vireo 8 
Least Sandpi per 22 Warbling Vireo 2 
Short-billed Dowitcher 25 Black and W'hite Warbler 3 
Semipalmated Sandpiper 180 Nashville Warbler 2 
Sanderling 12 Yellow Warbler 20 
Great Black-backed Gull 11 Magnolia Warbler 8 
Herring Gull 1,850 Myrtle Warbler 3 
Ring-billed Gull 2,200 Chestnut-sided Warbler 1 
Bonaparte ' s Gull 8 Bay-breasted Warbler 3 
Common Tern 72 Ovenbird 2 
Gaspian Tern 26 Northern Waterthrush 3 
Black Tern 5 Yellowthroat 8 
Rock Dove 170 Wilson's Warbler 2 
Mourning Dove 23 Canada Warbler 6 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 2 American Redstart 9 
Black-billed Cuckoo 1 House Sparrow 940 
Great Hor ned Owl 2 Bobolink 240 
Common Nighthawk 3 Eastern Meadowlark 14 
Chimney Swift 40 Redwinged Blackbird 3,400 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 20 Baltimore Oriole 22 
Belted Kingfisher 11 Common Grackle 180 
Yellow-shaft ed Flicker 73 Brown-headed Cowbird 50 
Red-headed Woodpecker 7 Scarlet Tanager 1 
Downy Woodpecker 17 Cardinal 14 
Eastern Kincbird 340 Rose-breasted Grosbeak 9 
Great Crested Flycatcher 7 Indigo Bunting 5 
Eastern Phoebe 1 Purple Finch 5 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 4 American Goldfinch 190 



Rufous-sided Towhee 
Savannah Sparrow 
Henslow's Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Slate-coloured Junco 

3 
28 
6 
9 
2 
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Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 

17 
1 
7 

220 

In addition to the above, we counted the following which, due to distance, 
fleeting glimpses, or plain inability, we couldn't identify specifically: 

Teal 20 Empidonaces 10 
Other Ducks 75 Swallows 1~20 
Peeps 50 Blackbirds 140 
Other Shore Birds 10 Sparrows 25 
Gulls 330 

Although we took six days (Aug. 19 to 24 incl.) to examine 100 mHes of 
lakefront, stopping at almost 50 places, it must be remembered that this is only a 
portion of this area's bird population. It is a representative sample, giving an 
indication of the proportion in which each species is to be found at this time of 
year. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

COOPERATORS NEEDED 

In view of the large numbers of night-flying migrants which have met 
destruction in recent years, around such structures as lighthouses, radio and 
television towers, ceilometers and tall buildings, an enquiry of two or three years' 
duration is being conducted by Mr. D. H. Baldwin, Department of Birds, Life Sciences 
Division, Royal Ontario Museum. Birds killed at picture windows, by cars and other 
causes are not included. Such information as numbers and species of birds killed, 
description of the structure where this occurred, weather conditions at the time of 
this destruction, number and power of lights on the structure, are sought. Would
be cooperators in this project are asked to write to Mr. Baldwin, or telephone him 
at WA 3-6611, Local 733, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., for a complete list of the 
information required. 

G. Bennett, 
Acting Editor. 

WHAT'S AROUND? 

by Slim Pickins 

When Gerry Bennett asked me to help him for a few months by writing a few 
paragraphs telling people what kinds of birds and flowers and so on to look for each 
month, I tried to get out of it but he wouldn't take 'no'. He said I got out a lot 
and so I should be able to do it, so here goes. 

Well, if I wanted to see lots of October birds I think I'd take a trip out 
Whitby way and look for shore birds in the muddy edges of the backwater off the 
Harbour. You should see dunlin, least sandpipers, black-bellied plover, turnstones, 
semipalmated sandpipers, snipe, semipalmated plover and pectoral sandpipers. 
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Go along 401 to Brock St., WM.tby, turn south, and when you see a cat-tail 
marsh, turn right just before you come to it. Park and walk in this area. You'll 
need a good pair of binoculars and, if you haven't got a balscope, invite somebody 
to come along that has. There'll likely be lots of ducks here - blue-winged and 
green-winged teal, pintail, baldpate, maybe shoveler and gadwall. Keep looking 
overhead often for marsh hawks, osprey, perhaps peregrine falcon or rough-legged 
hawk. 

Next, drive back up to the paved road that runs west, south of 401, (the 
Base Line), and go down to the Hospital, which is on the west side of the back
water you've just finished looking at. Park where a row of Norway spruce appear on 
your left and walk east into the edge of the water. You'll have a fence to climb 
here. You' 11 find more ducks and shore birds and watch the trees for small 
migrants. 

After this, drive back up to the Base Line. Go west through the next marsh 
stopping to look for bittern, coot, grebes and marsh wrens, Just after you get past 
the marsh you'll come to a roadway on your left that crosses an arm of the marsh. 
Walk across the little rickety bridge and look in the hemlock and birch grove on 
your right. This place is always good for small birds and you should see late 
warblers lil~e palm, black-throated green, and myrtle, also hermit thrush, towhee, 
white-throated sparrow, ruby-crowned kinglet and winter wren. 

On the way home, follow the Base Line as far as you can, stopping every once 
in a while to look and listen. At Ajax, drive right down to the lakefront and back. 
This spot is good for shrikes, marsh hawks, fall sparrows, and mergansers and loons 
in the lake. 

You'll see lots of asters in flower but I'm afraid I can't help you much in 
naming them. If you get to where you know them all, I wish you'd teach me. 

Yours truly, 

Slim Pickins 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

LIST OF OF'lt~rcERS 
1961-62 

President - Mr. Fred Bodsworth Sec.-Treas. - Mrs. H. Robson 
Asst. Sec. - Mrs. J.B. Stewart Vice-President - Dr. Bruce Falls 

Mr. Gerry Bennett 
Mr, A. Bunker 
Miss Winnifred Chute 
Miss Ethel Day 
Mr. Sherbourne Drake 
Mr. J. A. Gingrich 

Dr, Margaret Heimburger 
Dr. David Ho0niger 
Miss Helen Lawrence 
Prof. T. F. Mcilwraith 
Dr. Peter Peach 
lftr. Ronald F. Norman 

Dr, R. M. Saunders 
Mr. Robert MacLellan 
Vir. R. J. Mitchele 
Dr. Walter Tovell 
Mr. A. A. Outram 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 

For the year ending April 30, 1961 

Receipts 

Membership fees 
Christmas cards 
Migration charts 
Interest on stocks & bonds 
Sale Bell Telephone rights 
Check lists 
Donations 
Cheques redeposited 
Exchange on cheques 
Audubon Screen Tours (1959-60)- $ 898.54 

(1960-61)- 500.00 

Total receipts 
Add balance April 30, 1960 

Disbursements 

Printing 
Salaries, honoraria, etc. 
Theatre rental 
Christmas cards 
Scholarships (F.O.N. camp 1960) 
Postage 
Office supplies 
Donations 
Affiliation fees 
Flowers 
Bancn charges 
Cheques returned by bank 
Sundries 

$1,494.00 
346.60 
164.50 
128.60 

34.20 
13.00 
12.75 
6.00 
1.35 

1,398.54 

3,599.54 
336.33 

$1,050.83 
690.00 
400.00 
283.08 
240.00 
167.00 
121.01 
117.50 
83.30 
14.00 
12.00 
6.00 
2.25 
1.51 

$3,935.87 

Exchange on cheques 
Audubon Screen Tours 675.38 3,863.86 

Balance April 30, 1961 $ 72.01 




