
TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 1 CLUB NEWSLETTER 

Happy New Year! January Meeting Visitors welcomel 

TUESDAY, January 3rd, 1967, at 8.15 p.m. 
at the 

ROYAL ONT.ARIO MUSEUM 

FILM 
NIGHT 

11Gull Island" - The story of an historic little island which was the first 
recorded breeding area in the Toronto Region for Common 
Terns and Ring-billed Gulls. 
By Dan Gibson, of "Whitethroat11 fame. 

11 Conservation and the Balance of Nature" 

"North Superior Shore" - Along the spectacular north shore of Lake Superior 
from the Sault to the Twin Cities. 

Saturday 
Jan. 14 
9.30 a.m. 

Sunday 
Jan. 22 
9.30 a.m, 

January Outings 

HIGH PARK - Birds Leader: Mr. Paul Catling 
Meet at the entrance to High Park, at Bloor St. West and High Park Ave. 
Morning only. 

UPPER CEDARVALE RAVINE - Birds 
Meet at the north end of Relmar 
blocks north on Spadina Rd., one 
Re lmar. ( a very short street) • 

Leader: Mr. Gordon Bellerby 
Rd. From St. Clair Ave. W. go three 
block west on Lonsdale, then north on 
Morning only. 

IF THE REST OF YOUR NEWSLET'rER IS MISSING, you have not renewed your membership. 
Upon receipt of your fee, we will be glad to send along the missing portion. Please 
contact us if you think there has been an error. 

BIRD 
GROUP 

Meet Monday, Jan. 16, 8.00 p.m., St, James-Bond United Church, on west side 
of Avenue Rd,, two blocks north of Eglinton. 

Secretary - Mr. Gerald McKeating , 293-8643 

BITTANY Thursday, Jan. 19, 8.00 p.m. at Hodgson School, Davisville Ave, just east 
GROUP of Mt. Pleasant. Panel Discussion by some experts and learners, Topic: 

Painless(?) ways of learning about botany for greater enjoyment and under
standing of the out-of-doors. (A side glance will be given to t he purpose and future 
of our Botany Group.) Perhaps you will surprise yourself by expressing your viewpoint! 

JUNIOR 
CLUB 

Chairman - Miss Edith Cosens, 481-5013 

Meet on Saturday, Jan. 7, at 10.00 a.m. at the Museum t heatre, 
Director - Mr. R. MacLellan, 488-9346 

Extension Course: 11Geology in the Museum", for ten consecutive Wednesdays commencing 
Jan. 11, Lecturers: Drs, W. M. Tovell, P.A. Peach, R.R. H. Lemon. Department of 
University Extension (928-2398). 

Be sure to attend the next Audubon film at Eaton Auditorium on Tuesday, Jan. 10, 8.15 
p.m. Robt. w. Davison, ttThe Vanishing Sea" (Great Salt Lake). 

President - Dr, P.A. Peach 
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Secretary - Mrs, H, C. Robson, 
49 Craighurst Ave,, 
Toronto 12 (481-0260) 



N E\NSLETTER 

Number 224 

-..... .. 

Authorized as 2nd Class Mail by 
The Post Office Department, ottawa 
and for payment of postage in cash. 

Who--Me'? 

December 1966 

For a long time I have wondered what you were like--you the member--one of the 
700 or so persons belonging to the Toronto Field Naturalists' Club. Now I know. 
Recently I read through the questionnaires you graciously answered and returned to 
the executive some two seasons ago. I thought you might be interested in seeing the 
picture of this Club which emerged from the study of the approximately 250 question
naires returned. And also what changes have taken place over the last two years as 
a result of listening to your suggestions. 

This is what you are (or were when the questionnaires were returned): 

The membership is about two-thirds women and one third men. 

About 7<:Yfo are over 40 years of age. 
11 25o/o II between 25-40. 
11 5'/o " under 25. 

In occupations, 

3cY/o are in the professions (mainly teaching). 
20% are housewives (or homemakers if you prefer). 
20% are retired. 
20% are in the business world (executives to typists). 
10% are in other occupations. 

A large majority of you (85%) first made contact with the TFNC through a friend, 
usually a member. Many mentioned newspaper ads and columns, Audubon Screen Tours, 
and hikes as your first contacts. 

For most (65'/o), natural history was an old interest when you joined and nearly 
all of you joined because of a general interest in nature and a desire to learn more 
about it in congenial company. 



How long have you been a member? 

1-2 years for 18% of you. 
3-5 II II 20% " II 

-6-10 
,, II 24% II II 

11-20 II II 18% II 11 

Over 20 II II 201, It 11 

Nearly 50% of you also belong to the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. About 
35% of you belong to other naturalists• clubs or organizations (such as the Canadian 
Audubon Society) with two members listing as many as 12 clubs each. 

Only 5 of you are full-time students. 

When it comes to field outings 62% of you attend sometimes or often, the 
others rarely or never. 

Our monthly meetings are well attended with 70% of you coming often or some
times, the others rarely or never. 

Many of you apologized for not coming as often as you would like and others 
promised to do better. 

You were interested in all the Club activities: outings, meetings, News
letter, Botany Group, Audubon films. 

Your suggestions were most interesting and valuable, and too varied to list 
in full. Most of you thought well of the Club in everything (or were too shy to 
speak out). However, many of you thought that more attention should be given to 

--promoting the membership of younger members especially from the Junior 
Field Naturalists' Club 

--arranging more bus outings and better car pools 
--making the new member feel more welcome, especially at outings and monthly 

meetings 
--some conservation project such as a nature preserve 
--more intensified study of some aspect of nature such as the Botany Group 

was attempting 

What good was the questionnaire? 

I believe a great deal of good was accomplished by it. As a direct result of 
your comments the Club has undertaken the following during the intervening two years: 

--A very successful Bird Study Group was formed and some of its keenest 
members are teen-agers. 

--A page for bird observations was attached to each Newsletter. 
--New members are now sent a welcoming letter and given special attention by 

a welcoming committee at each meeting, (The committee members are identified 
by ribbons and badges.) 

--A new low-priced student rate was introduced and is being continued. 
--Letters inviting student membership were sent to 78 Metro secondary schools, 

the University of Toronto (various departments), and other schools of 
learning. "Graduates" of the Junior Club were sent a cordial invitation by 
letter to join the TFNC. There are now 18 student members, 16 years of age 
or over. 

--The popular bus outings have been retained and expanded. 
--Appeals have been made in the ethnic press and by letter to ethnic organi-

zations, for members. 
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--The question of a nature preserve is being examined now by a committee. 
--A specialized projects committee has been formed. 

But enough of our past accomplishments; the New Year is here and we must look 
ahead. Surely a city of nearly 2,000,000 can support a nature club with more 
membership than ours?! Since the best way to make new members is through you, the 
present members, make this your New Year's Resolution: 

11 1 resolve to introduce at least one prospective member to the TFNC during 
the coming year." 

Thank you for your suggestions, and a special thanks to the one per cent who 
have contributed to the Newsletter this past fall. 

Happy New Year!! and the best of bird-watching, plant-keying, rock-hounding, 
star-gazing, mush-rooming, bug-squashing, and just plain nature-loafing for 1967, 

from 

Elmer Talvila 

* * * * * * * * * 
Of Blue and Golden Wings 

by Gordon Bellerby 

A fruitless search Jast winter with Cliff White and Jack Cranmer-Byng for the 
Richardson's owl at Ajax produced an exciting sequel this summer. We had found 
several Saw-whets, Long-ears, and a beautiful Barred Owl, and were warming up with 
a thermos of coffee in the car. Somehow the conversation turned to warblers and a 
promise was made to produce some Golden-winged Warblers this summer--rasher still, 
mention was made of the possibility of a Blue-winged Warbler too. 

So when Jack telephoned in June and a date was set for a visit to the Turner 
Tract, I regretted my impulsive mention of a possible Blue-wing. However, both 
Jack and Cliff have the sharpest of eyes and I thought there was a good chance they'd 
produce their own birds. We forgathered at Campbellville at 3:30 p.m. on June 20th 
and drove in to the Tract stopping occasionally at previously reliable Golden-wing 
spots. Not a ~ingle buzzy note was to be heard, So we parked the car and set off 
on foot to a particularl y good area, and quite soon saw a brief flash of a likely 
warbler. After casting around for a few minutes Cliff quietly said, 11Here it is," 
and there on the wreck of an old apple tree was one of the most beautiful Blue-winged 
Warblers you could wish to see--and with a fat green caterpillar in its beak! 

We were no more than 30 feet from the bird, which fluttered nervously around 
the branches. Clearly the nest was nearby and we had a find. Withdrawing to perhaps 
60 feet we huddled behind some scrub growth, but our whereabouts were still no secret 
to the bird which continued its nervous movements, being joined briefly by a female 
Golden-winged which we assumed to be its mate. 

Obviously the birds were smarter than we were so Cliff and I marched firmly 
away leaving Jack nicely hidden behind a bush. Within 90 seconds we heard a quiet, 
"Got it!" from Jack who had seen the Blue-winged Warbler drop down and then fly off 
again without the caterpillar. The three of us then advanced cautiously toward the 
foot of the old apple tree, and quickly located the nest which contained three young 
birds, all well feathered and a fair size. We then retreated and took better cover. 
Quite soon the Blue-wing returned and we all had good views, though the Golden-wing 
was more elusive. 
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A Golden-wing was buzzing not far off so we shortly went looking for him and 
left the Blue-wing in peace. This singing Golden-wing was on a bare branch some 
20 feet up, and I began to feel rather smug; both Blue- and Golden-wings had been 
seen most clearly and the rash promise honoured. 

Returning to the car we drove on down the road well pleased with ourselves. 
After only half a mile, though, we braked sharply. A Golden-winged Warbler was 
seen low down just off the road. He too had a beakful, and right in front of us 
dropped down and shortly flew up again. Another nest, just like that--this time 
with four young, two of which later turned out to be Cowbirds. 

Two nests within half a mile and some 15 minutes seemed too good to be true 
but this was our lucky day. Before dusk we had seen or heard seven more Golden
winged Warblers, five Turkey Vultures, and found a Redstart's nest. 

That evening a telephone call was made to an experienced photographer with an 
innocent inquiry whether he'd be interested in a Blue-winged Warbler's nest. His 
enthusiastic "Yesl" was followed by detailed questioning on the location of the 
nest--most detailed! To halt further grilling and unnecessary disturbance of the 
area a meeting was arranged for 6:45 a.m. the following day at Campbellville. 

It was a beautiful morning as I left Toronto at 5:45 and at Campbellville 
there was the other car full of photographers and their paraphernalia. Great 
excitement prevailed. There was a heavy dew and as we approached the apple tree, 
up flew a Blue-wing. One of the photographers accorded me a low bow as this was 
his first Blue-winged Warbler. After showing them the other nest of Golden-wings I 
drove off to work, planning to return in the evening--after my feet had dried out. 

Cliff returned with me at about 5:30 p.m. and as we left the car we met Tony 
Mason coming out. He asked if we'd like to see a Brewster's Warbler! Our reply was 
most enthusiastic, so he led us through the woods on a now familiar path right to 
our old friend the apple tree. There was a flash of white and sure enough it was 
a Brewster's. The black eyestripe was clearly evident, though the breast was white 
without a sign of yellow. We quickly realized that this was the Golden-wing we saw 
fleetingly yesterday about the nest. In our excitement at finding the Blue-wing we 
had not paid sufficient attention to its mate. After thanking Tony we asked him if 
he would like to see the nest, and he replied: "Don't tell me I've shown you your 
own bird!" While it was "our" bird we had failed to identify it correctly, and 
today it was constantly at the nest, whereas the Blue-wing was elusive. This now 
was an even better find, and we stayed to watch the Brewster's for some time. 

A further visit the next day (June 22) found all three of the young birds out 
of the nest, but close to it; one could just fly, and the other two scuttled through 
the undergrowth surprisingly quickly. All three were brownish in colour, and two of 
them clearly had golden wingbars. Both parents were seen, but subsequent visits on 
June 23 and 25 found no trace of the family. It is fun to speculate on what these 
young might have been. 

A few days later one of the photographers telephoned. He had excellent 
pictures of both nests, and was particularly happy with those of the Blue-winged 
Warblers. A discreet inquiry about the mate of the Blue-wing confirmed the Brewster's. 
From close study at the nest he believed the Brewster's was the male and the Blue
wing the female. A magnificent photograph of this pair at the nest is one of my 
treasured possessions. Now, has anyone a nice Richardson's Owl available1 

* * * * * * * * * 
Attention amateur ornithologists~~ The assistance of a person seriously 

interested in bird migration is needed by the Bird Study Group of our Club. He or 
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she would have to have a firm foundation of birding in the Toronto Area and be 
willing to compile observations for a special migration study. The area open 
concerns the birds of prey, so if you are interested this is your opportunity to 
help the Club in an important project. Please contact Mr. John Woods, 69 Firwood 
Crescent, Islington (231-6673). 

* * * * * * * * * 
Information wanted. To aid in the study of Ontario bats, the locations of 

caves and summer breeding colonies are requested. Any assistance would be greatly 
appreciated. Please contact Mr. John Woods (address & phone no. above). 

* * * * * * * * * 
The Birds 

by A. A. Outram 

In the December issue of the TFNC Newsletter, our enterprising editor suggested 
six subjects for articles. One of these was, "a look at the classics--rereading of 
natural history writing." One of the best known ancient writers of natural history 
was Pliny the Elder. There was also a Pl iny the Younger, his nephew, somewhat less 
famous (or notorious). I cal l the older one "Uncle" Pliny. He was a Roman writer, 
born in 23 A.D. As an enquirer into the works of nature he was indefatigable. He 
wrote extensively and is best remembered for his great (in size) work entitled 
"Natural History". It was in thirty-seven books and covered a wider range of subjects 
than its title might indicate. He was a collector of information, but with little or 
no regard for truth. 

All was treasure for his packrat chest. 
All was booty for his jackdaw nest. 

However his writings are of considerable interest and amusement. 

Aristophanes, the great Greek writer of comedy, was born circa 444 B.C. He 
wrote about forty comedies of which eleven survive. Looking at the titles of three 
of them, "The Birds", "The Frogs", and "The Wasps", one might expect to find much 
about natural history. This is not the case. The titles of the last two refer to 
the chorus. In one case the members of the chorus are dressed as frogs and have a 
considerable amount of croaking incorporated in their parts. In the other play, 
the chorus is a band of supposedly old men, dressed as wasps. With their formidable 
stings they do considerable "rough-house" on the stage. The stinging, exasperated 
temper of the wasps is supposed to typify the character ac4uired by many free 
Athenians through excessive addiction to court cases and other legal affairs. 

"The Birds" is 4uite a different matter, Some of the actors as well as all 
of the chorus are dressed as birds, and the play is about birds throughout. However, 
it is not ornithological in a scientific sense and is not meant to be. It was 
exhibited at the Great Dionysia in 414 B.C. At this time Athens was flourishing. 
The great expedition against Sicily was going very well, Excitement and speculation 
were rampant. The play caricatures the wild ambitions of the time. It is of 
interest to note the number of kinds of birds whose names were known to the Greeks 
2380 years ago. I have counted them in three translations of this play. Allowing 
for considerable freedom of translation, one finds about 70 kinds of birds are 
mentioned, which seems quite remarkable. The following gives us an insight into the 
customs of the times as regards capturing, marketing and cooking, 
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Now they treat you as knaves, and as fools, and as slaves; 
Yea they pelt you as though ye were mad. 
No safety for you can the Temple ensure, 
For the bird-catcher sets his nooses and nets, 
And his traps, and his toils, and his bait, and his lure, 
And his lime-covered rods in the shrine of the Gods! 
Then he takes you, and sets you for sale in the lump 
And the customers, buying, come poking and prying 
And twitching and trying, 
To feel if your bodies are tender and plump. 
And if they decide on your flesh to sup 
They don't just roast you and serve you up. 
But over your bodies, as prone ye lie, 
They grate their cheese and their silphium too, 
And oil and vinegar add, 
Then a gravy, luscious and rich, they brew, 
And pour it in soft warm streams o'er you, 
As though ye were carrion noisome and dry. 

Silphium is the juice of a plant once used for food and for medicine, 
probably here meant as a seasoning. No doubt many of these birds were small 
songsters. The practice of selling and eating such is still prevalent in some 
parts of Europe. 

Aristophanes was well aware of the benefit of birds to agriculture as may be 
seem from the next quotation. 

The delicate tendrils and bloom of the vine no more shall the locusts molest, 
One gallant brigade of the kestrels and owls shall rid them at once of this 

pest. 
No more shall the mite and the gall-making blight the fruit of the fig-tree 

devour; 
Of thrushes one troop on their armies shall swoop, and clear them all off in 

an hour. 

And again, this time with the chorus of birds speaking in the first person 
singular: 

Me who watch the land, protecting 
Fruit and flower, 
Slay the myriad-swarming insects 
Who the tender buds devour 
In the earth and on the branches with a never-satiate malice, 
Nipping off the blossom as it widens from the chalice. 

And I slay the noisome creatures 
Which consume 

And pollute the garden's freshly scented bloom; 
And every little biter, and every creeping thing 
Perish in destruction at the onset of my wing. 

How many of our ancestors, 24 centuries ago, would have known or cared of 
the relationship of birds to plants? Or even 240 years ago, how many playwrights 
would have incorporated into their productions such ideas? Of course this was a 
minor facet of this play. 

Aristophanes was a bawdy writer but always with a deep social or natural 
purpose and often delivered, through his comedies, a fiercely zealous message or 
warning. 11The Birds" is considered by many to be the best of his surviving plays. 
On November 29th, 1963, a Toronto preparatory school presented it. The young boys 
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entered with full zeal into the project and put on a really excellent and hilarious 
performance. Although I thoroughly enjoyed it, I consider 11The Frogs" to be the 
best Aristophanic entertainment today. According to the Globe and Mail of November 
16th, 1966, Odysseus Productions are to give it at the Poor Alex for 15 days com
mencing January 23rd, 1967. Providing one does a bit of reading on "The Frogs," and 
about the three great Greek tragedians, Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides, who are 
caricatured therein, the play should provide rare entertainment. 

* * * *** * * * 
Book Review 

The Birds of Canada. By W. Earl Godi'rey. Queen's Printer, Ottawa, 1966. 428 pages . 
Price $12.50. Illustrated by John A. Crosby. 

This magnificent, comprehensive book is a must for all who call themselves 
naturalists and ~ird-lovers. Despite the similarity in title and publisher it is 
not a revised reprint of P.A. Tavener's well-known book. Instead it is a completely 
new book in which the Curator of Ornithology at the National Museum of Canada gives 
us the very latest information concerning the status and distribution of each of 
Canada's 519 bird species. He has produced an attractive book bursting with facts 
yet free from pedantry--a joy to look at and to read. 

Each species is discussed fully under the following headings : Description of 
adults and young; Measurements of wings, tail, culmen (bill), tarsus ( 11 leg11

); Field 
marks, including voice; Habitat; Nesting; Range (worldwide); Range in Canada; Sub
species ; Remarks. 

Colour plates are provided for 431 species of regular occurrence in Canada. 
These were painted by a native Torontonian, Mr. John A. Crosby, familiar to many of 
us for his contributions to The Birds of Colorado (Bailey & Nied.rach, 1965) and to 
the 40 plates in Birds of Nova Scotia (Robie W. Tufts, 1962). There are 69 coloured 
plates, all superbly executed and printed. 

One of the most fascinating and informative features of the book is the abun
dance of breeding distribution maps, over 380 breeding ranges being shown. The 
information used in preparing these maps is most decidedly up-to-date. In fact we 
noticed aome occurrences as recent as January, 1966 (Lapwing). Many of the records 
cited and birds sighted will be familiar to local bird-watchers. To mention just a 
few: the Smew on the Niagara River (February 1960), the Long-billed Curlew at Ajax, 
the hybrid Common x Yellow-billed. Loon at Port Credit (December 1956), the King Rail 
at Terra Cotta, and the Golden-winged, Blue-winged pair at Milton (1956). 

Another noteworthy feature is the remarks section. Here the author relates 
personal anecdotes involving the bird, interesting facts about it, its 11 personality1', 
and its economic importance. 

Not least we should mention the price--$12.50--very reasonable for a book of 
this size and excellence. 

One minor quibble: two of the coloured plates in my copy were upside down 
and inserted between the wrong pages. 

One thought for a future edition: When will a book about Canadian birds be 
able to show the quantitative abundance of all species rather than such vague terms 
as "common" or "rare"? 

We predict a long and successful future for Mr. Godi'rey's book. We believe it 
will reign as an authority on the birds of Canada for many years to come. Long may 
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it reign! 

This book can be obtained from: 

Canadian Government Book Shop, 221 Yonge St., Toronto 
or by mail from the Queen' s Printer, ottawa 
or from The Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 

1262 Don Mills Rd., Don Mills 
(only $11.25 to members of FON) 

* * * * * * * * * 
My fascinat ion with The Birds of Canada did not end with my preparing a 

review of it. Instead I found myself learning so much from even the casual perusal 
I gave the book that I thought it would be fun to pass some of this information on to 
you in the form of a quiz. So here is a quiz based on The Birds of Canada. If you 
don't like doing quizzes (you unquisitive person!) at least read the questions and 
the answers. They may surprise you! 

Quiz on The Birds of Canada 

I. Try to identify the bird referred to in the following quotations: 

(1) Everything (it) does seems to radiate good nature and the joy of living. 
Its song is lively, almost effervescent; its flight is bouncy and undulating. 
Many people call it 'thistle bird' because of its fondness for thistle seeds, 

(2) Until recently it was considered a scarce, non-breeding visitant from the 
Old World, In 1962, however, a few were found nesting at Oshawa, Ontario 
(J. L. Baillie), the first known breeding record for the Western Hemisphere. 

(3) Ridiculously tame, it can often be killed with a stick or stone. 

(4) Accidental . Specimen taken near Port Arthur, on July 18, 1892 . 

(5) This is one of the smallest and prettiest of the wood warbl ers. It often 
forages high i n the treetops where it may best be located by its song. It is 
widely but unevenly distributed in summer, its numbers being influenced by 
the availability of the lichen Usnea, which it prefers as a nesting site. 

(6) It is native from the Ukraine east through central Asia to Manchuria and 
southern China ; also in Japan and Formosa . Introduced and widely established 
in Europe, New Zealand, and North America. 

(7) Although Nova Scotia is frequently mentioned in the literature as the place 
where allegedly large numbers rest and fatten in preparation for the long 
trans-ocean flight to South America, the writer is aware of no such concen
trations there in the present century. 

(8) Not long ago it was estimated, doubtl ess very conservatively, that (they) 
bring $100,000 annually t o the village of Perce in tourist trade. 

(9) Song, unlike that of any other Canadian bird, is ridiculously short and 
unmusical, a simple tse-slick with the accent on the second syllable, 

(10) He is smaller and plainer than t he female. He builds the nest, incubates the 
eggs, and cares for the young. The fema l e takes the initiative in courtship. 
The writer once saw a little male being ardently pursued by five females at 
one time! 
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II. These questions have to do with breeding ranges: 

(1) What regular breeding bird has the smallest breeding range in Canada? 

(2) What bird has the largest range? 

(3) What 6 species are found breeding in Canada only in southern Ontario? 

(4) What sparrow has 3 distinct breeding ranges inhabited by 3 distinctly 
different subspecies? 

Answers to Birds of Canada Quiz 

I, (1) Goldfinch, (2) Little Gull, (3) Spruce Grouse. (4) Caracara--of all things! 
(5) Parula Warbler. (6) Ring-necked Pheasant. (7) Golden Plover. (8) Gannets-
of Bonaventure Is. off Gaspe Peninsula, P.Q. (9) Henslow's Sparrow--one of my 
favourite birds. (10) Wilson's Phalarope--or any phalarope for that matter. 

II. (1) Ipswich Sparrow--breeds only on Sable Is., 60 miles off Nova Scotia. 
(2) Savannah Sparrow or Raven--take your choice. others with nearly the same 
range include Short-eared Owl, Common Loon, Canada Goose, Horned Lark. 
(3) Acadian Flycatcher, Carolir:a Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Prothonotary 
Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, Prairie Warbler. Others almost exclusively southern 
Ontario would be Cerulean Warbler, Bewick's Wren, Golden-winged Warbler, Chat, 
Orchard Oriole, Cardinal, Field Sparrow, and Henslow's Sparrow. 
(4) Sharp-tailed Sparrow. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Here are two interesting observations from Mr. H. Huggett, who talks about a snake . 

and a bat. 

"Last New Year's Day my wife and I were taking a short walk (two miles) near our 
cottage in the Muskoka District and we came across a Smooth Green Snake about a foot 
long, lying on a patch of bare ground. The weather was rather mild, there was some 
sunshine, and the temperature was around 32 degrees at that time, which was early 
afternoon. Mr. Snake could barely move in his condition and I did not see how he could 
survive long where he was. We found an old rotten pine stump and dug a hole in the 
base of it. We dropped him in and covered him well with leaves. 

"Next May the snake was gone and there was no sign that the hiding-place had been 
disturbed. He really had been there on New Year's Day--we were both quite sober when 
we saw him. I would be interested to know if any Newsletter readers have seen reptiles 
above ground in winter weather. Could he have been rehearsing for March 17th? The 
temperature dropped to about 10 above zero that night. Can someone tell us whether 
he could have survived that?" 

As to the bat, Mr. Huggett says: 

"A few years ago I saw a bat--probably a Little Brown Bat--fluttering around in 
a city lane in early December. We had already had several hard frosts and I couldn't 
believe my eyes. However, a long hard look disclosed that it was no bird. 

"That a bat could find a comfortable den even in December I can well believe. 
But, what would he eat?" 
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TORONTO REGION FIELD NOTES 

You are invited to report interesting bird observations made in the Toronto Region -
(within 30 miles of the Royal Ontario Museum) - migration, invasions, rarities , nesting, 
habits, etc .. From the observations submitted the Bird Study Group prepares and publishes 
a regular summary in the Newsletter. It is hoped, t oo, that a composite list of bird 
records over a long term can be compiled and eventually published. 

Please use the back of this form for additional details, and send the completed form 
to - Mr. J OHN WOODS, 69 Firwood Crescent, Islington, Ontario. (231-6673) 

BIRD OBSF..RVATIONS 
(Please print) 
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