
TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB NEWSLETTER 

Vistors welcome! Visitors welcome! 

Speaker: 

Subject: 

NOVEMBER MEETING 

Monday, November 4, 1968, at 8.15 p.m. 
at the 

ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM 

MR. ALAN HELMSLEY 

'CANADA'S NATIONAL PARKS - Canada's Landscape on Display' 
(illustrated with colour slides) 

Mr. Helmsley, Chief Parks Naturalist, Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Develop
ment, National and Historic Parks Branch, Ottawa, will discuss what is being done 
relative to the interpretation of Canada's National Parks to visitors, and photograph
ically will show some glimpses of the characteristics of national parks. 

In the rotunda: F.O.N. Christmas cards, $2.50 per doz., plus tax. 1968 design -
Bluejay (full colour) by Robert Bateman. An excellent quality card, a pleasure to send 
and to receive. 
Toronto Birdf'inding Guide, ed. by Peter Iden ($1.50 reg. price, $1.25 to TFNC members.) 
A 'must' for all interested in the natural history of the Toronto region. 
The Bird Migration Chart, by Jack Gingrich. A pocket-sized, graphically illustrated, 
indispensable companion booklet to the Birdf'inding Guide. Handy 'flip-index- for 
immediate location of graphs. 50¢. 

AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILMS Tuesday, Nov. 19, 1968, Fran Wm. Hall, 'The Real Yellowstone.' 
Don't miss it; tell your friends about it! 

FEES FOR 1968 ARE DUE! Pay at the meeting or send cheque or money order to the Secretary. 
(Please do not send cash.) Single: $4. Family: $6. Corr: $2. Full-time student: $1.50. 

Saturday 
Nov. 9 
9 a.m. 

Saturday 
Nov. 23 
9.30 a.m. 

NOVEMBER OUTINGS 

HIGH PARK - Birds Leader - Mr. John Jarvis 
Meet at the first parking lot inside the Bloor St. entrance. Morning only, 
but lunch recommended. 

WILKET CREEK - Birds Leader - Mr. Len Butcher 
Meet at the parking lot at the entrance on Leslie St. just north of 
Eglinton Ave. E. Morning only but lunch recommended. 

Chm: Mr. Walter Hutton, 782-5955 

May we take this opportunity to point out to the members of the club that a good many of 
us are missing out on the special outings arranged by the Metropolitan Toronto and 
Region Conservation Authority. We are not referring to the weekly nature walks held at 
nearly all the conservation areas but rather to the special outings such as the walk to 
be held on November 3, 1968, starting at 10.30 a.m. from Glen Haffy conservation area 
called 'Exploring the Escarpment.' This walk will be led by Mr. Ken Strasser and is the 
last special outing for the year. However, during 1969 we will try to mention in the 
newsletter these special outings as they come along. 



JUNIOR CLUB 
Saturday 
Nov. 9 
10 a.m. 

The Museum Theatre meeting is in charge of the Bird Group, with nature 
movies. All groups are filled with a record turn-out. Any full-time 
assistants (secretarial capacity) will be welcomed. 

Director - Mr. Robt. MacLellan, 488-9346 

INTERMEDIATE Meet in Room P-1 (near Ethnology Dept.), ROM. Topic for discussion: 
GROUP 'Astronomy.' 
Saturday 
Nov. 9 
l p.m. 

BIRD GROUP 
Thursday 
Nov. 14 
8 p.m. 

B0rANY 
GROUP 
Thursday 
Nov. 21 
8 p.m. 

ECOLOGY AND 
CONSERVATION 
GROUP 
Tuesday 
Nov. 12 
8 p.m. 

EXECUTIVE 
APPOINTMENT 

Chairman: Mr. Paul Catling, 698-3405 

Meet at St. James Bond United Church, west side of Avenue Rd., 2 blocks 
north of Eglinton. Open discussion on 'The How and Why of Bird-watching.' 
This programme was postponed from the October meeting and is now 
scheduled for November. 

Chairman: Mr. Clive Goodwin, 241-1572 

Meet in Hodgson School, Davisville Ave., just east of Mt. Pleasant Rd. 
Speaker: Prof. Erik Jorgensen, Faculty of Forestry, University of Toronto. 
Topic: 'City Trees.' Prof. Jorgensen is involved in the proper selection 
of trees to replace the dead elms, and the future planting of trees in 
city parks. 

Chairman: Miss Edith Cosens, 481-5013 

The first meeting of this new group will be held in Room 300 (third floor) 
of the College of Education Building, 371 Bloor St. West (at Spadina.) 
The topic: 'Introduction to Ecology.' Parking at rear of building. 

Acting Chairman: Prof. W. A. Andrews 

The appointment of Professor W. A. Andrews to the executive council was 
ratified by the membership at the October meeting of the Club. Professor 
Andrews will serve in place of Mr~ Jack Saker, who recently resigned, for 
the balance of bis term of office, tbat is, until April 30th, 1969. 

President - Mr. John A. Gingrich Secretary - Mrs. H. C. Robson 
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A MEMORABLE MORNING IN THE MOUNTAINS OF MONTANA 
by Doris Huestis Speirs 

November, 1968 

Reading with delight, 'The Spring Underwater Outing of the TFNC held May 12, 1968, 1 

in the Newsletter, Sept-Oct., 1968, I was reminded of a very wet but delightful 
experience of ours when birding a few years back. I am intensely interested in evening 
grosbeaks. In the Wilson Bulletin of 1953 (vol. 55, p.42) appeared an article by 
Clifford V. Davis entitled 'Evening Grosbeak Nesting in Montana.' I read the following 
paragraph with avid interest: 'On July 3, 1952, a nest with five partially grown young 
was found by the ornithology class of Montana State College while they were on a field 
trip. Both parent birds stayed within a few feet of the nest while it was being 
inspected. The nest was about 45 feet from the ground in a dense stand of Douglas fir 
(Pseudotsuga taxifolia,) It was composed almost entirely of Douglas fir twigs and was 
lined with a few rootlets and two horsehairs. The nest was located about 4 miles north 
and east of Bozeman, Galletin County, at an altitude of about 4800 feet.' As this was 
the first nesting of the species to be recorded for the state of Montana, I was eager to 
see the nest site. 

On our way out to the Pacific coast the following summer, my husband (Dr. J. Murray 
Speirs) and I stopped at Bozeman to call upon Mr. Davis at Montana State College. This 
was in the late afternoon of May 19, 1953. He said that he would take us up to the 
meeting site next morning, 1 rain or shine.' It rained! 

We met ~.ir. Davis at the restaurant near our cabin at six a.m. In pouring rain, 
after breakfast, he drove us by the Fish Hatchery to the foot of the mountain side. 
Forthwith we commenced the climb. He told us that 'last July' a student saw the parent 
evening grosbeaks carrying food into a particular Douglas fir in the grove above and with 
great difficulty (because of the thickness of the stand of trees and gloom beneath them) 
he succeeded in spotting the nest. One of the class members observed that even when the 
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nest was being looked at, the parents continued to bring food for the young. Later that 
night, Mr. Davis returned with a colleague to confirm the record. He climbed up to the 
nest and found five well-feathered young. Two days later he went there to band the 
nestlings, but found them out of the nest and 'about in the trees' so no banding was done. 

The mountainside was dotted with beautiful spring flowers: a magenta 'crocus' 
(anemone), blue and mauve cowslips, biscuit-root, Oregon grape in yellow flower, magenta 
shooting-star, with white and pale blue phlox in clumps all over the slopes. The leaves 
of wild blue flag (Iris) were abundant and some stalks of last year's blooming still bore 
their large seed-poa;:- The common shrub was the nine-bark in tiny leaf. By the creek 
were cottonwood trees dangling brownish catkins. Each hilltop was crowned with Douglas 
firs and there were groups of them up and down the slopes. Under the fires were a few 
gooseberry plants in small leaf. There were a few pines and some wild cherry trees. 
These latter would produce their fruits, a favorite summer food of evening grosbeaks. 

Above Bridger Creek, a redwinged blackbird was singing his 'konkeree.' Murray found 
a robin's nest, three feet up in a red cedar (Juniperus scopularum.) An orange-crowned 
warbler was singing, as were several white-crowned sparrows (they nest there.) A ruby
crowned kinglet was holding forth ecstatically from the very top of a fir tree. Black
capped chickadees were heard, but their notes resembled the brown-headed and were coarser 
than our race in the east. Grouse droppings were seen, probably of the ruffed grouse. 

Across the creek was a very high bluff of limestone, in the holes of which nest 
violet-green swallows in summer. Clark's nutcracker is found there and Stellar 1 s jay. 
Cliff swallows would be there later on ('no swallows have come back yet,' said Mr. Davis.) 
Mountain chickadees occur there. We had passed a wire above the Hatchery on which a 
Calliope hummingbird sits in summer. All of these species are the bird-associates of 
the grosbeaks. 

At 7.15 a.m. we heard the notes of Hesperiphona vespertina brooksi from the ever
greens to the south of us. There seemed to be two, perhaps three birds, but I suppose 
it was a pair. They were 'conversing' together for some minutes and we stood on our 
hill, listening with fascination. We stopped to examine the cones of the Douglas fir as 
there were many of them on the ground. Then, following a skiddy and sometimes very steep 
trail, we gradually ascended the ridge. Near its top stood the stand of Douglas firs 
in which the nest had been placed the year before. 

Finally we reached the nesting site and Mr. Davis pointed out to us the tree that 
held the nest. We gazed up into the fir. The lower branches were partly broken and 
dead until three-quarters of the way up. The top branches of four other Douglas firs 
touch and partly intertwined with the branches of the nest-tree, thus forming a dense 
cover for the nest. This had been placed near the trunk on the southeast side of the 
tree and about ten feet from the top. On the trees was a green lichen. Opposite the 
nest-site was a steep mountain pasture, quite heavily grazed. Here we saw horses 
pasturing on the mountain slope. Perhaps it was one of these that contributed those 1 two 
horsehairs' toward the nest lining! 

Returning to lower levels, we avoided the slippery trail and walked down the 
Bridger Valley in comparative comfort. Of course we were thoroughly drenched and water 
was pouring from time to time over the rim of our hats. Mr. Davis was wearing a western 
Stetson, with matching buff-colored raincoat and matching high rubber boots (he still 
looked quite smart.) I was in slacks, parka and broad-brimmed camping hat, and high 
rubber boots. Murray fared worst in his blue beret, Burberry coat and goloshes. But 
eventually, we were all soaked to the skin! 

On returning to the Hatchery, a great blue heron flew over. There were chickadees. 
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We were driven through the cemetery and by the park where evening grosbeaks are often 
seen. They might be anywhere through the town where there were white ash seeds, we were 
told. 

About 8.30 a.m. we were delivered back to our cabin. Despite the continuous downpour 
and the fact that the beautiful mountain ranges had been hid from view by the mist, we 
were feeling elated. We had visited the first nest site of the Western Evening Grosbeak 
in Montana. 

* * * * * * * * * 
NEWS AND VIEWS 

••• A sincere thank-you to three people who have helped the club get much favourable 
publicity, several new members and a considerable increase in the sale of our two book• 
lets, 'Toronto bird:finding guide' and 'The bird migration chart.' I refer to: Mr. Jack 
Scott, for his interesting and sympathetic article in the Toronto Star about one of our 
hikers and ••• Mr. Bruce Smith for his mention of our booklets, Audubon Films and outings 
on the radio and ••• Mr. Jim Baillie for his continuing support of us in his Telegram 
column • 

• • • Mary Robson tells me the booklets are 'selling like mad.' The 'Toronto birdfinding 
guide' has sold 156 copies of the second printing of 400. The first printing of 600 
copies sold out in a year. 'The bird migration chart' has sold 500 copies since May 1. 
Now with the 'Plant list' and a 'Tree list' soon to appear, our club members should be 
the best equipped naturalists in the land • 

• • • It surprised me to read in the Oshawa N. C. 'Naturalist' that a dead female opossum, 
obviously carrying young, was found along the highway near Newcastle. Have any of our 
members found this interesting marsupial around our way yet7 If the housing shortage 
gets any worse, only animals like the opossum who bring their own family room with them 
can find a place for themselves around Toronto • 

••• Northern Development Minister Jean Chretien has set a goal of an additional 40 to 60 
new national parks by 1985. He also said the principle of conservation in the parks 
must be maintained. Good! - now let's get those parks while we still have something 
left to conserve in them • 

••• The wolf still has a lot of defenders besides Russell, Pimlott and Farley Mowat. The 
Canadian Wolf Defenders is reported to be a society 'to promote conservation of and 
develop appreciation for one of Canada's most unusual and magnificent wild animals, the 
wolf.' Annual membership fee is $1.00 and more information is available from 
10989-126 Street, Edmonton, Alberta • 

••• For some time now, the Newsletter has not carried 'Bird Observations' because nobody 
has bothered to report any. Would the members like to see some record kept in the 
Newsletter of what species have been recorded in our area this month and where? If so, 
please call me and we'll see if we can get the grapevine organized again. Better still, 
send me your observations. 

- Elmer Tal vila 

* * * * * * * * * 
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WELCOME! 

Our club has had a remarkable increase in new members during the month of September -
64 newcomers. Please continue to mention the club to your friends so that this list will 
be just as long next month. 

Here i s the list of new members who joined during September 1-30 inclusive: 

Mr. & Mrs . Norman M. Adare, 216 Airdrie Rd., Tor. 17; Mrs. Gwen Andrews, 52 Redwood Ave., 
Tor. 8; Mr. Clinton Annis, 10 Martin Grove Rd., Islington; Mr. E. M. Aplin, 6 Philip Ave., 
Scarborough; Mrs. Elizabeth Armstrong & Miss Esme Armstrong, 137 Dunn Ave., Apt. 202, 
Tor. 3; Miss Margaret Barlow, 15 Penrose Rd., Apt. 28, Tor. 7; Mr. & Mrs. Ian Carr, 864 
Naroch Blvd., Bay Ridges; Mr. & Mrs. J. Charles, 5 Great Oak Dr., Islington; Mr. Frank 
Clarke, 50 Raglan Ave., Apt. 18, Tor. 10; Mr. & Mrs. A. Cooke 12 Beaucourt Rd., Tor. 18; 
Mrs. A. Desser, 71 Yorkview Dr., Tor. 18; Mr. Earle S. Dillon, 16 Romana Dr., Scarborough; 
Mr. Bruce Farquhar, 88 Havendale Rd., Agincourt; Mr. Frank Fazekas, 327A High Park Ave., 
Tor. 9; Mr. W. E. P. Fleck, 17 Bedlow Manor Dr., Scarborough; Miss Isabel Fraser, 155 
Balmoral Ave., Apt. 108, Tor. 7; Miss Frances E. Garland, 1639 Bloor St. W., Apt. 208, 
Tor. 9; Miss J. Gillespie, 2928 Yonge St., Apt. 420, Tor. 12; Mr. Wm. D. Grant, 5 Batavia 
Ave., Tor. 9; Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Green, 16 Pine Hill Rd., Tor. 5; lfirs. Peggy Griffiths, 
15 Stanley Ave., Mimico; Miss Thelma Hawke., 276 St. George St., Apt. 703, Tor. 5; Mrs. 
Susan Herman & the Misses E. and S. Herman, 181 Gerrard St. E., Apt. 7, Tor . 2; Mr. 
Gordon Hodgins, 73 Glenaden Ave. E., Tor. 18; Mr. David S. Langford, 2243 Eglinton Ave. E. 
Apt. 414, Scarborough; Mr. & Mrs. Walter Mannering, 22 Christina Cres., Scarborough; Mrs. 
Eva Martin, 251 Hollywood Ave., Willowdale; Mr. & Mrs. J.M. McAfee, 39 Old Mill Rd., 
Apt. 2202, Tor. 18; Miss Ruth Mills, 45 Woodlawn Ave. E., Tor. 7; Miss Kamilla Mulvenny, 
1080 Eastern Ave., Apt. 301, Tor. 8; Mrs. F. Murphy, 142 Everden Rd., Tor. 10; Mr. & Mrs. 
A. A. Nield, 46 Ivy Green Cres., Scarborough; Mr. & Mrs. Graham Parker, c/o Osgoode Hall 
Law School, Tor. l; Miss Ruth E. Playle, 451 Bloor St. E., Apt. 306, Tor. 5; Mr. Leo A. 
Ratelle, 1840 'Victoria Park Ave., Apt. 709, Scarborough; Mr. C. G. Richard, 15 Robbie 
Ave., Downsview; Dr. T. B. Scott, 181 Hudson Dr., Tor. 7; Mr. David Simpson, 7 Wardlaw 
Cres., Rexdale; Mr. & Mrs. Ian A. Sinclair, 25 Hoshlega Dr., Scarborough; Mr. Lloyd G. 
Singer; 330 Spadina Rd., Apt. 1507, Tor. 4; Mr. & Mrs. John F. Sokol, 22 Flavian Cres., 
Willowdale ; Mrs. Sallie Thayer, 1457 Kingston Rd., Apt. 102, Scarborough; Mr. Jack L. 
Toker, 39 Greengate Rd., Don Mills; Dr. & Mrs. O. G. Tuffnell, 26 Governors Rd., Tor. 5; 
Miss Mae Willis, 2561 Bloor St. W., Apt. 106, Tor. 9; Mrs. D. H. Wishart, 73 Harper Ave., 
Tor. 7; Mr . Peter Wukasch, 1645 Islington Ave. N., Rexdale. 

PLANT FAMILIES 

* * * * * * 

The Snapdragon or Figwort Family -
SCROPHULARIACEAE 

* * * 

This large family of 200 genera and about 2500 species is found throughout the 
temperate regions of the world. It contains some well-known garden flowers and weeds 
and no fruits or vegetables. There are about 30 species in the Toronto region. 

At first glance the family seems confusing. The plants may be creeping, erect or 
vines. They may be annuals, biennials, perennials, or, rarely, trees. They grow on 
land or water or may be parasitic. The leaves may be apposite, alternate or whorled. 

But ignore the vegetative parts and examine the flowers and you won't find this 
family too difficult to identify. Remember the key word is - 'Snapdragon. ' 
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Look for these characteristics: 

1. The flower nearly always looks like a snapdragon. It is two-lipped, showy and 
quite irregular. In a few genera the corolla is almost regular (mullein.) 

2. Stamens usually 4 (rarely 5) often with 2 shorter than the others and all 
attached to the corolla tube. 

3. The fruit is a dry pod or capsule with 2 cells and filled with many seeds. The 
capsule opens through valves or pores like a salt-shaker. 

4. The flowers are nearly always found in clusters or racemes and spikes, rarely 
solitary. 

Here are a few members of this family: 

Garden flowers: Snapdragon, Collinsia, Nemesia, Mimulus, Penstemon, Alonsoa, Celsia, 
Torenia, Veronica, Foxglove. 

Greenhouse lants: (you can see all of these at Allen Gardens) - Celesia, Mimulus, 
Calceolaria the pouch flower), Kenilworth ivy, Maurandia (a lovely vine), 
Rehmannia, Veronica. 

Some of m favourite weeds: Mullein (Verbascurn - fine for wooly lampwicks or 
spears, Toad.f'lax Linaria), Beard-tongue (Penstemon), Turtlehead (Chelone), 
Monkey flower (Mimulus ringens), Speedwell (Veronica), Gerardia, Painted Cup 
(Castilleja), Cow wheat, Figwort (Scrophularia). 

Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea) Foxglove has been known as a medicine since the loth 
century A.D. when it was used for dropsy. Digitalis derived from the leaf of foxglove 
is still extensively used for heart disorders. In excess it can even cause heart 
disorders - like stopping. 

Mimulus Moschatus - or now you smell it, now you don't! - There is a botanical 
mystery surrounding this little yellow Mimulus from British Columbia. David Douglas 
found it there in 1825 and brought it back to England where it became very popular. 
Victorians loved its strong scent of musk and it soon became known as the Musk Plant. 
Then somebody sniffing around, at the turn of the century, discovered that all the Musk 
Plants in Britain had lost their scent. And somebody else sniffing around in British 
Columbia discovered that the native plants were scentless too. So where are the smells 
of yesteryear? Nobody knows. Incidentally, this musk is not the musk used in ladies' 
perfumes. That musk comes from deer and muskrat glands. 

The Princess Tree (Paulownia). The wonderful Paulownia tree can grow 20 feet in a 
season, bears naked blossoms all winter, beautiful light purple flowers in spring and 
seed pods in fall filled with thousands of fluffy winged seeds. It is rare this far 
north. The only tree I have seen in Ontario is behind the School of Horticulture near 
Niagara Falls. It looks a lot like a catalpa. 

SCROPHULARIOUS Names. Some of the names in this family are very picturesque: 
wishbone flower (Torenia), monkey flower (Mimulus), turtlehead, painted cup, foxglove 
and snapdragon. The family name is derived from Scrofula, a disease which the roots of 
f'igwort were supposed to cure. Scrofula, to my surprise, was nothing worse than a form 
of tuberculosis. 

* * * * * * * * * 
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COMING EVENTS 

November 2: Opening of the McLaughlin Planetarium, Avenue Rd. south of ROM. Show times: 
3.30, 8.00 p.m. (Tuesday-Friday); 11.00 a.m., 2.00, 3.30, 5.00, 8.00 p.m. (Saturday); 
2.00, 3.30, 5.00 p.m. (Sunday). 
Prices: Show: $1 (adults); 50¢ (children under 14) 

Displays: 25¢ (adults), free for children and students. 

TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARIES: It's not too late to catch the following displays: 
Rocks and Minerals, an exhibit by Mrs. Hedy Hobberlin, our former popular Fossil Group 
leader, at the Earlscourt Branch, 1625 Dufferin St. 
Conchological (shells) exhibit by Mrs. L. P. Boyd at the Wychwood Branch, 1431 Bathurst St . 

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO International Teach-in: 'Exploding Humanity - the Crisis of Numbers. ' 
Friday Oct. 25, 8.00 p.m. - The Race Against Extinction 
Saturday, Oct. 26, 9.30 a.m. - Seeing Into the Present 
Saturday, Oct. 26, 2.00 p.m. - Film programme 
Sunday, Oct. 27, 2.00 p.m. - Programming for Survival 
Sunday, Oct. 27, 8.oo p.m. - A Dilemma for Affluents 

Tickets: $2 (students); $5 (others.) For further information - International Teach-In 
Committee, 44 st. George St., Toronto 5 (924-1429) 

AUDUBON WILDLIFE THEATRE - Just a reminder that this series of abbreviated Screen Tours 
is still going strong. The 39 episodes started April 13. CBC - TV, Saturdays at 6.00 
p.m. E.S.T . 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 8.15 p.m. at the T. Eaton College St. Auditorium, Yu-. Les. 
Campbell, F.P.S.A., will present 'Nature in Concert.' This meeting is sponsored by the 
Toronto Camera Club and the Toronto Guild for Colour Photography. With an expert 
photographer using six projectors at one time, it will be a nature spectacle. Tickets -
$1.50 (reserved seats.) 

* * * * * * * * * 
NEWS from the F.O.N. Newsletter (July-August 1968) 

On June 29, Ontario lost one of its best known naturalists and nature photographers through 
the death of G. Marshall Bartman. For many years, Mr. Bartman had been interested and 
active in the objectives of the Federation. He was perhaps best known as an expert 
wildflower photographer - especially of our native orchids and had lectured to thousands 
in Ontario on our native plants. A memorial account will appear in the Ontario 
Naturalist. 

oOo oOo oOo 

Mr. John Woods of Toronto has for the second year been awarded the first prize by the 
student awards committee in order for him to continue his study of habitat preferences, 
population and food consumption of owls in Southern Ontario. 

oOo oOo oOo 

FON Resolution with respect to DDI': The following resolution was passed by the Board of 
Directors at its meeting held June 1, 1968: 'Be it resolved that the FON commend the 
Department of Lands and Forests for its enlightened decision to discontinue the use of 
DDI' and other residue chlorinated hydrocarbon insecticides in view of the evidence on the 
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harmful effects on wildlife by the use of such insecticides. We would suggest further 
efforts to limit the use of the use of these insecticides in Ontario.' 

oOo oOo oOo 

Observations needed on color marked sandpipers: Members of the Ontario Bird Banding 
Association are currently banding and color marking sandpipers throughout the Province 
of Ontario in order to study migration patterns within the province. The sandpipers are 
marked in various colors and information is requested on any observations which readers 
might make during the fall migration. Please send the location, date, species, color and 
leg on which bird is banded to: Professor A. Salvadori, Mathematics Dept., University of 
Guelph, Guelph, Ont. 

oOo oOo oOo 

Point Pelee Spring Migration, 1968: There were several notable occurrences during the 
migration, some of which are listed with accompanying notes: 

1. Avocet - On 'Avocet day,' May 4, 8 birds were first seen by C. Goodwin shortly before 
sunup. Later in the day, a flock of 24 was seen and another flock was seen outside the 
park. The bird is new for the Pelee list. 

2. Western Wood Pewee - J. Baillie first heard the song and later saw the bird along 
the nature trail on the evening of May 17. It is new for the park list. 

3. Swainson's Warbler - Dr. & Mrs. P. Tasker were the latest to report the bird on May 9. 
The bird is not presently on the park list. 

4. Western Grebe - R. Simpson reported an individual off the west shore on May 11. It 
is listed as hypothetical on the park list. 

5. Sand.hill Crane - 4 birds were seen over the nature preserve by M. McIntosh on May 15. 
It is listed as hypothetical on the park list. 

6. Worm-eating Warbler - A rarity spotted on May 5 by N. Chesterfield. 

oOo oOo oOo 

Bradley's Marsh leased by Wildlife Service: According to a Federal Government press 
release, the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Arthur Laing, announced 
a major extension of his department's program for maintaining wetland habitat for 
migratory birds. Some 1,300 acres of prime marsh on the south shore of Lake St. Clair 
near Chatham, Ont., which is valued by naturalists and hunters for its waterfowl 
protection and as an important staging area for birds on migration, has been preserved 
from drainage for agriculture through a two year agreement with the owners, Bradley Farms 
Ltd., of Chatham ••• 'The Canadian Wildlife Service will use the marsh to investigate the 
economic aspects of wetlands use in the area,' the Minister said, 'Following a two-year 
study, the agreement will be extended if a favourable cost/benefit-ratio is determined. 
The Service will also be producing a management plan aimed at increasing the potential 
of the marsh for waterfowl use - both for production and during migration.' ••• 

* * * *** * * * 
WE HAVE JUST received some more news about the Massasauga rattlesnake mentioned by Dr. 
Fowle in his recent talk to the club. Barbara Froom writes as follows in the latest 
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Bulletin of the Canadian Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Society: 

'Our Massasauga, 'Dimples', who has lived in contented captivity at York University for 
the past five years, has become a 'recording star.' He may never exactly make the Hit 
Parade but his record is becoming increasingly popular. Several months ago, Dimples and 
your editor teamed up to make a 33 1/3 recording entitled 'Canadian Rattlesnakes.' 
Dimples provides the sound effects which are heard frequently throughout the script which 
was written and narrated by your editor. This consists of general characteristics of 
rattlesnakes, detailed descriptions of the 3 kinds in Canada (Pacific, Prairie and 
Massasauga) and a section on first aid ••• This record may not be everyone's idea of the 
perfect Christmas gift but ••• it may be just the thing for the herpetologist who has 
everything else one could think of. The record's jacket is attractive with actual photos 
of the rattlesnakes amazingly produced in colour from black and white photos! Allied's 
price for this record is $2.98 but at A & A Records and Sam's (both in the Yonge and 
Dundas area) it can be purchased for less, as is their custom. Eventually it is hoped 
that the record will have widespread distribution but in the meantime, those who cannot 
get it in their locality, could send a cheque or money order directly to Allied Records, 
110 Barbados Boulevard, Scarborough, Ont. 

* * * * * * 
THE HEAVENS ABOVE - NOVEMBER 

Nov. 1 - Sunrise at 7.54 D.S.T.; sunset at 6.09 D.S.T. 
Nov. 4 - Full Moon - The Hunter's Moon 

* * * 

Nov. 5 - Taurid meteor shower. A weak shower - about 15 meteors per hour - made weaker 
by a full moon. Associated with Encke's comet. 

Nov. 16 - Leonid meteor shower. A fairly strong shower - about 25 meteors per hour. 
Leonid shower peaks occur every 33 years; the last peak was in 1966. 

Nov. 20 - New Moon 

* * * * * * * * * 
THE McLAUGHLIN PLANETARlUM 

On Saturday, November 2, this pew 'sky theatre' just south of the Royal Ontario 
Museum will be opened to the public. Like some successful Broadway theatre its shows 
have already been booked by 59,000 people including 30,000 school children. However some 
seats will be available for all shows on an unreserved basis. 

A show lasts about 1 hour and costs $1 for adults and 50¢ for children. It should 
be an unforgettable experience - if it's anything like the show I once saw in New York 
City at the American Museum - Hayden Planetarium. 

Imagine a 2-ton machine, 12 feet long, looking like some Wellsian monster from Mars. 
From it, by ingenious projectors, some 9000 stars are flashed on to the surface of the 
dark 50 foot high dome. A comet or meteor furrows the skies. The sun, moon and planets 
whiz by. The heavens tilt and you are taken around the world in 5 minutes. 1rhe stars 
twinkle a moment and you are looking at the ancient sky of the Pharaohs. 

The effects are astonishingly believable - truly a heavenly experience. 

Planetariums have been with us since 1924 when one was built in Munich. The Chicago -
Adler was opened in 1930 and the New York City - Hayden in 1935. All use projectors made 
by Zeiss of Jena, Germany, a firm familiar to bird watchers for its fine binoculars. 

So take a spin soon under the starry skies! Visit your Planetarium! 

Elmer Talvila 
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FROM THE THUNDER BAY NATURALISTS' CLUB 

Dear Mr. Gingrich: 

48 Oak Ave., 
Port Arthur, Ont. 
June 30, 1968 

Please enquire of your friend, Professor R. U. Kidden, if Towerbirds are protected under 
the Migratory Birds Convention Act of 1916. The H,E.P.C. are convinced they are and 
refuse to allow club members to fire rifles at them. How can we prove to the R.O.M. 
that this exotic species has reached the Canadian Lakehead area? 

Spoofing aside, your a~ticle was greatly appreciated - it brightened many a rainy day. 
Hoping your acquaintances give you information on new and strange species - Best wishes 
and Good Birding, 

* * * 

Sincerely, 

* * * 
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Keith Denis. 

* * * 

--Elmer Talvila, Editor 

12 Cranleigh Court 

Islington, Ont. (231-1064) 




