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Visitors welcomei J ANDARY MEETING Visitors welcomet 

MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 1971, at 8:15 p.mo 
at the 

ROYAL ONTARIO MUSJWM 

SPEAKER: Dr. George Peck 

SUBJECT: "The Birds of Polar Bear Provincial Park" 

Polar Bear Park, situated between James Bay and Hudson Bay in Northern Ontario, is a 
9300 square mile provincial park established in 1968. Dr. Peck visited the area in 
June and July of this year on a multi-purpose trip for the Royal Ontario Museum, the 
Canadian Wildlife Service, and other organizations, to obtain photographs, specimens, 
nesting records, and recordings. His talk will deal particularly with the birds of 
the Park and will be illustrated with colour slides. 

Next month: On Monday, February 1st, the subject will be "Iceland 1970 - a saga of 
two naturalists", presented by Dr. Walter M. Tovell and Miss Ruth Marshall. 

Sunday 
January 17 
9:30 a.m. 

Saturday 
January 23 

OUTINGS IN JANUARY 

REAR OF OOYD OONSERVATION AREA - BIRDS Leader: Mr. Vlad Tro.jek 
From the intersection of Highways 400 & 7, go west on 7 about 1£ miles 
to Pine Vallej Drive. Go north on this road about 2 miles and park on 
the roadside where the road turns right at a dead end. Morning only, 
lunch optional. 

FOR BIDINNERS ONLY - BIRDS Leader: Mr. Clive Goodwin 
Group restricted to 12 members -- the first 12 to call Clive Goodwin at 
241-1572 after ?:JO p.m. on Friday, January 15. Location am time of 
meeting will be announced when you make your reservation. (Those who 
attended the beginners' outing on October·24 or November 15 will be "wait
listed" in case there is room in the group.) 

Outings Chairman: Mr. Stu Corbett, 261-6807 

IF YOU RECEIV-.IID ONLY THIS SHEET OF THE NEWSLETTER, it is our way of telling you that 
according to our records you have not yet renewed your membership for 1970-71. Upon 
receipt of your renewal we will gladly seo:1. you the missing portion. (If you think 
there has been an error, please let us know.) 

Single membership $4.00 Family $6.00 
Full~time student (aged 16 or over) $2.00 
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Corresponding $2.00 
Life $100.00 



JUNIOR CLUB 
Saturday 
January 9 
10:00 a.m. 

ECOLOGY & 
CONSERVATION 
GROUP 
Tuesday 
January 19 
8:00 p.m. 

BOTANY GROUP 
Thursday 
January 21 
8:00 p.m. 

BIRD GROUP & 
FIEID BIO
LOGISTS' 
GROUP 
Tuesday 
January 26 
8:15 p.m. 

'The program will be in charge of the Mineralogy Group. Short films and 
five-minute speakers will be presented~ Visitors from the TFNC are 
always welcome. Gome on out and see what our Juniors are doing~ 
Meet in the Museum Theatre. 

Director: Mr. Robt. NacLellan, 488-9346 

Heet in Room 300 ( third floor), College of Education, 371 Bloor St. W., 
at Spadina. Topic: "Case Studies in Water Pollution." 
All Welcome. 

Chairman: Prof. Wm. Andrews, 425-4607 

Meet in the library of Hodgson School, Davisville Ave. just east of 
Mt. Pleasant ( parking entrance from Millwood Rd., the first street north) • 
Speaker: Mr. Lorne Jewett. Topic: "Wild Orchids". 

Chairman: Miss Florence Preston, 483-9530 

This will be a joint meeting, in St. Jam.es-Bond United Church, Avenue Rd. 
just north of Eglinton Ave. W. The topic: "Bird Photography" presented 
by Dr. Donald R. Gunn. If you photograph birds, o-r would like to, or 
enjoy looking at outstanding photography, this will be an evening to 
remember. Dr. Gunn will show many of his slides and discuss cameras and 
equipment. 

Note re parking: As parking can be hard to find on side streets, three 
i:tarking 1,ot.s are suggested for those atterning meetings in St. James-Bond United Church: 
(1) Gulf gas station, south side of Eglinton, just east of Avenue Rd.; U) lot on corner 
of Eglinton & Braemar (south side, just west of Avenue Rd.); (3) Parking Authority lot 
at Castle Knock Rd., which is the first turning north from Eglinton, west of Avenue Rd. 

I 

Chairmen: Bird Group - Miss Rosemary Gaymer, 925-9007 
Field Biologists' Group - Mr. Don Burton, 222-6467 

\ii/ELCOME TO OUR The following new members were enrolled between October 29 and 
NEW MEMBERS~ November 28: " 

POSTER CONTEST 
RESULTS SOONl 

Mr. R. G. Birrell, Mrs. H. E. Briggs, Mr. & Mrs. Forbes Brown, Mr. & 
Mrs. Wm. J. Brydon, Miss Margaret M. Burns, Miss Aida Coulton, Miss 
Marie-Rose Gagne, Mr. & Mrs. Mel. Gardner, Miss Sylvia E. Greenwood, 
Mr. David Harding, Mrs. w. I. Hopkins, Mr. & Mrs. Bert Hulbert, Mr. & 
Mrs. Eero I. Lahtinen, Mrs. Gwenda Larkin, Mr. Roy McCulloch, Mrs. A. 
Paddon, Mr. R. J. Race, Mrs. Shirley Reynolds, Mr. & Mrs. G. Roos, 
Mr. Peter A. Stollery, Mr. F. Ruskin Willcox. 

Posters are now being judged, and the winner will be announced early 
in the New Year. 

President: Mr. Clive Goodwin Secretary: Mrs. H. C. Robson, 
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AN OVEN BIRD 

By: J. Stafford Harris 

We have not been able to decide whether our visiting Oven Bird was an unusual bird 
or whether the following experience was unusual. for the Oven Bird. 

On September 8th last, after both cars had be·en backed out of the garage, we were 
more than surprised to see a wild bird standing rigidly in a small fruit basket in a far 
corner of the garage. 

To avoid further frightening our unusual feathered visitor, the writer walked very 
slowly up to the bird. It was perceived from the oli:Ye green coloration, heavily streaked 
with black on its breast and sides, whiteish eye ring, and dull orange crown bordered by 
two black stripes, that this was none other than an Oven Bird. 

Presumably, our feathered visitor had been searching for food amongst the landscaping 
in front of the house late in the previous day, · most likely after sumown, arrl had walked 
into the garage where it was much warmer than outside. During the night, the temperature 
had dropped to 50 degrees. 

'· 
On this particular occasion, the garage door was not pulled down and locked until 

well after dark am this resulted in the Oven Bird being locked up in the garage with the 
cars. for the night. 

- ' 

When the bird was approached in the following morning, it remaimd completely immobile 
except for an occasional blink of its eyelid. It. could almost have been mistaken for a 
mounted specimen. 

-

Bending down slowly, the writer carefully picked up the unconventional visitor am 
held its wings closely to its sides as it was taken outdoors to the garden at the rear 
of the house. At first, the bird appeared to be somewhat dazed, possibly from the car 
fumes in the garage. It remained perfectly still until its head was gently stroked. 
This it vigorously resented and showed it by making a series or high-pitched squeaks and 
attempted to flutter its wings._ 

After releasing the bird to a low-lying branch ofa flowering crab apple tree, we 
quietly . retired to the house where we watched the Oven Bird from our dining room wirdow, 
a distance of about eight feet away. · 

After a pause of a few minutes, the bird quickly perked up, glanced from side to side, 
and then moved up the branch toward th• trunk of the tree. From there, it hopped to a 
higher branch arrl hid in a .crotch of a limb almost. obscu~ from view by the leaves. 

A few minutes later, the Oven Bird flew down from the flowering crab tree to the 
flower bed, and in a few aeconi■, disappeared in an opening in the cedar hedge into the 
adjoining property, apparently none the worse for its garage experience. 

These birds are usually seen walking on the ground or on a low branch in a deciduous 
woodland. 

According to the Bird Migration Chart, the average deJparture date for the Oven Bird 
is September 15th, with latest departure shown in the seco1rn week of October each year. 

* * * * * * * 
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COMING EVENTS 

Royal Ontario Museum: Jain1ary -- Sunday movies, 2:00 p.m. H.O:.M. Theatre - phone 
928-3690 for titles. 

Royal Canadian Institute: Saturday evening lectures, Convocation Hall, University 
of Toronto, at 8:15 p.m. Further information: 922-2804 

Jan. 9 - "Miss Purity - a design for survival" - Hooper & Smith, Professors of 
Mech. Engineering, u. of Toronto 

Jan 16 - 11 The human use of technology: Historical perspectives" - Dr. Kranzberg, 
Interdisciplinary Studies, Case Western Reserve University. 

Jan. 23 - "Canada's National Numistmatic Collection" - Major Car:roll, Bank of 
Canada, Ottawa. 

Jan. 30 - Brig. J. A. McGinnis, Director of the Toronto historical Board. 

* 
BOTANICAL NOTES 

* * * * * * 

ooo . According to reports from growers in British Columbia, the English Holly (Ilex 
Aguifolium) crop will be particularly large this Christmas season. Last season the 
crop was small and prices were high. Unfortunately this beautiful evergreen cannot 
take our Toronto winters but I have seen a few nice specimens in the Niagara penin
sula, at · the · School of Horticulture. We do have a common deciduous holly, Winter
berry (Ilex Verticillata) which also has attractive red berries arrl is reasonably 
common in the Toro.nto area. 

ooo A new strain .of elm tree., a mutation produced by X-ray bombardment may eventually 
replace the elms being killed by the Dutch elm disease. The tree, called t.he Quebec 
Elm, is resistant to the disease. It could be on the oommercial market by next year~ 

000 Crossing the pavement in front of the Central Reference Library, College and St. 
George St. corner, I nearly stepped on some small light brown fruit which looked for 
all the -world like shri veiled plums. I looked up ani found to my delight that I was 
staDiing under a ginkgo tree, from whose bare branches several more fruit were 
dangling. Tpis was the first time I had founi this tree's fruit. I picked up a 
half dozen of them, wrapped them m a lleenex in the car and brought them home. They 
created a sensation. I was asked, not politely, if I had brought a dead rat home, 
whether I had been cleaning outhouses lately and why didn't I wash more often. Me 
and the fruit stank - a magnificently foul odour which simply has to be smelled to 
be believed. No wonder the fruit is rare - nobody knowingly wants to grow the female 
trees. The ginkgo though is a wonderful tree - a relic of the age of reptiles - a 
descendant of the great fern trees which thrived 250 million years ago in the 
Palaeozoic Era. Besides its ancestry, the ginkgo has other pecularities. The pollen 
is unlike that of any other tree for it fertilizes by swimming like fern sperms 
.instead of being blown a bout by the wind or transferred by insects. The fruit are 
sometimes frond growing on the surface of ordinary leaves much like the strange 
butcher's broom. The leaves have the strange property of resisting smoke, soot, 
pollution and insects. Nothing eats them. The Chinese use the leaves as bookmarks 
to keep silverfish and other insects from nibbling on their books. There is no other 
tree in the world at all like it. 

ooo To end on a sweet note, go to Allen Gardens soon arrl smell the sweet fragrance of 
the frangipani tree (Plumeria rubra) in the north greenhouse. This is the Temple or 
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Pagoda Tree so commonly found in India, but origi.na.lly a native of Mexico arxi 
Guatemala. It has a lovely white flower with a yellow centre. Equally beautiful 
but with no fragrance are the camellias in the south greenhouse. 

ooo Growing Canada's Floral Emblems, available from the Queen's Printer, 50¢. Cdn. Dept. 
of Agriculture Publication #1288. Ea-ch of the floral embleme of the provinces and 
two territories is illustrated by a fine colour photograph. Facing the picture is 
a short article giving specific advice on how to grow: that particular plant. 

* * * * * * * 
LET I S BUY THE ESCARPMENT BACK 

At a recent talk given at Brock University, Dr. Frank Beales, a geologist at the 
University of Toronto, noted that the underlying geology of an area is a basic environ
mental factor. At this meeting, it was further noted that geologists, as a whole, were 
becoming more and more concerned about the human environment. 

Dr. Beales said in part·, that the Niagara Escarpment., southern Ontario I s last 
frontier as it has been called, is clearly an 1erxiangered species', but it may yet be 
saved from extinction in the nick of time. · 

Those who have observed each success! ve Escarpment subdivision, or other form o f 
encroachment, were at times exasperated am dismayed as local outcries blossomed, faded, 
and appeared to go unheeded. However, things have changed in recent months and the Ontario 
Government is now committed to a policy of protection that can only have a beneficial 
effect on the Ontario environment of the future. The Government .is at present engaged 
on planning, but in the meantime, subdivision control has been enacted. The Minister of 
Mines reports that he is receiving the active co-operation of the quarry and gravel pit 
companies in the upgrading of their operations. Last, and most importantly, the govern
ment is more than matching dollars (3 for 1) pit up by local conservation authorities 
for the purchase of Escarpment lands. 

The stated policy of the Provincial Government is the more exciting because Ontarians 
now have the opportunity to join in am participate on fantastically advantageous terms. 
Donations, that are tax deductible, can be made to Conservation Authorities am when used 
for Escarpment land purchase, the Provincial Government will participate on a 75% to 25% 
basis. This gives the individual donor a 5 to 1 leverage factor if he is in the 20% tax 
bracket am a startling 8 to 1 factor if he pays 50%. Federal tax. Addi tionall.y, am 
particularly of interest to the donor who does not have personal knowledge of the varied 

· areas, the Federation of Ontario Naturalists Conservation Action Furn is ready to accept 
donations ear-marked for Escarpment. land purchase. These funds-will be used to assist 
Escarpment Conservation Authorities when they have become aware of desirable lard avail
able for purchase at reasonable prices. Here again the interested individual gets a good 
break because the conservation authorities know their territory am the money will cer
tainly be spent to produce maximum results. 

The Government has at last reached the implementation stage of one of the most en
couraging and daring environmental programs in recent years, am the private individual 
can take a personal and a. highly satisfying part. MalV' yea.rs hence., the results will still 
be felt and donors large am small will remember th•s• days of near failure, followed by 
final recovery. 

The Federation of Ontario Naturalists has for years !ought environmental deteriora
tion and it needs support-the more the merrierl Th• larger donations mean more money, 
but the smaller donations mean more people am to the politician, this sounds very much 
like more votesl Thus, donations large and small all help am the drive is on to support 
the effort to 'bU7 th• Escarpant back, an effort by the present people, for the future 
people. 
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A sure way to preserve the Escarpment area is to support the Conservation Authorities 
and see that they receive sufficient funds; in this th• Federation of Ontario .Naturalists 
is now playing an important part. The address of the F.O.N. is: 

126~ Don Mills Road, Don Mills, Ontario 

Cheques should be endorsed: Conservation Action Fund-Escarpment. 

* 
BIRD NOrEs 

* :t 

ooo If you are a dyed-in-the-wool bird 1 lister 1 then you should join the American 
Birding Association. Membership is $5.00 (U.S.) and should be sent to: P.O. Box 4335, 
Austin, Texas, 78751. In exchange for your money you will receive "Birding11 their 
bi-monthly magazine which gives you the most recent whereabouts of all the rare or 
hard-to-find birds in North America. You will also have the pleasure of belonging 
to a society of 1 fanatics 1 who are not afraid to write as follows: 

1 I feel that it is precisely the 11 lure of the list" that provides the basic 
incentive for the sport (or game) of birding. Our lists represent the "scores" we 
achieve, just as bowlers and golfers measure their individual accomplishments by 
means of score cards. I say we should not have to apologize for aey sport or game 
we enjoy participati~g in and certainly birding offers not only the competitive 
aspect of bettering one's own listing efforts •••• in a variety of categories, but also 
it offers unlimited sharing of experiences with others of like interests in a wide 
range of nat'Qral. and man-made environments, from back yards to exotic virgin wilder
ness areas.• 

And do you know what their 30 ·MOST-WANTED BIRDS are? (as reported in Birding 
Sept-Oct 1970). Here they are; see how many you've seen this year tor any yearL): 
Ivory-billed woodpecker; Backman's warbler; black rail; yellow rail; Eskimo curlew; 
gyrfalcon; whoopimg crane; California condor; great gray owl; boreal owl; snowy owl; 
hawk owl; long-tailed jaeger; Everglade kite; mangrove cuckoo; Swainson's warbler; 
curlew sandpiper; saw-whet owl; Kirtland 1 s warbler; black-backed three-toed wood
pecker; Henslow1 s sparrow; masked duck; swallow-tailed kite; Hudsonian godwit; 
Ross' gull; black rosy finch; Leconte 1 s sparrow. 

P .s. A copy of "Birding" will be on Mrs. Gad I s desk at the January meeting. 

ooo Snowy owls anybody? Mrs. Stewart reported to me that she can see one from her apart
ment at 325 Bogert Ave., near Bathurst and Sheppard. If you have seen · any interesting 
birds lately let me know and I will report it in the Newsletter. Other clubs have 
many pages of bird observations in their newsletters - wey can't we? 

ooo Birds don't get much privacy these days. Somebody has written an article in the 
Sept. 1970 issue of the Wilson Bulletin on "Avian Bill-wiping". That's as bad as 
catching a fellow picking his nose and reporting on it in the newspapers. At least 
there weren't any incriminating pictures. 

ooo Birds of Prince Edward County: by Terry Sprague, 1969. Available from The Prine• 
Edward Region Conservation Authority, P.O. Box 2, Bloomfield, Ontario. $3.50 including 
mailing. 215 pp. This book gives the record of sightings and specimens, present 
status and abundance of all thebirds of Prince Edward County, the peninsula just 
east of Presqu'ile Park and south of Belleville. It appears to record hypothetical 
records and sightings as well;. 

(E.T.) 

I I :r I I I I 
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Museums and such 

Did you know that there are 743 JID1seums, aquariums, art galleries, archives, 
botanical gardens, cultural centres, children's centres, historic restorations, planet
ariums, observatories, nature centres, wildlife refuges arxi zoos in Canada? (Canadian 
Museums Association - 1968) 

Here is a list of the ones in Ontario which might be o.f interest to naturalists. 
Keep the list with you when you go touring next summer. (Admission prices may have 
changed.) . 

- Algonquin Provincial Park Natural History Museum; plants, :mammals, birds, insects, .fish, 
amphibians, reptiles. Free. 

- Arnprior: · District Museum; John and Madawaska St.; manuscript collection in areas of 
human 'and natural history. Admission 25¢. · . . 

- Atikokan: Quetico Park Natural History Museum; Frencp Lake, nora, fauna., history of 
Quetico Park. Freeo 

- Blind River: Timber Village Museum; aquarium containing local species. Admission 50¢. 
- Brighton: Presqu 1le Provincial. Park Natural History Museum; botanical, geology, 

aquatic and zoology displays. Fr••• 
- Chatham: Chatham-Kent Museum; 59 William St. N.; includ•• ornithological collection. 

Free. 
- Cobalt: Mining Museum; Silver St.; mining equiJlll,ffit and mineralogy; Fr••• 
- Elliot Lake: Nuclear & Mining Museum; Highway 108; uranium mining and processing dis-

plays, rock samples. Admission 25¢. 
- Forest: Forest-La.mbton Museum; South Broadway St.; pioneer history but includes some 

fossils. Admission 50¢. 
- Hamilton: McMast•r University Planetarium; King St . W. Fr••• 
- Hamilton: Royal Botanical Gardens; Headquarters: 680 Pl&ins Rd. w., Burlington; 1,900 

acres o:f botanical garden, arboretum., herbarium, wild11.t• re.tug•. Free. 
- Huntsville: Muskoka (Huntsville) Museum; Bruml Rd.; regional history rut includes 

native birds, fish. Admission 50¢ • 
- Kingston: Queen's University Geological Museum; mineralogy:, . paleontology, zoology. Free. 
- Leamington: Point Pelee National Park; Nature Centre. Fr••• 
- London: Storybook Gardens; Springbank Park, Dundas St.; arboretum, children's zoo. 

Admission 30¢, children: 15¢. '-
- Manitoulin · Island: Manitoulin Historical Marine Muaeum; Meldrum Bay; underwater 

archaeology, mineralogy. Fr••• 
- Midlarxi: Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre; Nature Centre • . Admission 50¢. 
- Morpeth: Rondeau Provincial Park Museum; natural history, archaeological, geological, 

aquarium, history. Fr••• 
- Niagara Falls: School of Horticulture; botanical garden. arboretum, herbarium. Free. 
- Ottawa: National Museum o.f Natural Science; McLeod a.rxl Metcalfe St; herbarium, 

crytogamic herbarium, zoology, invertebrate zoology, oceanographic, palaeontology, 
mineralogy . Free. 

- Ottawa : Plant Research Institute; Central Experimental Farm (3); arboretum, botanical 
garden, greenhouses. Free. 

- Owen Sound: County of Grey, Owen Sound Museum; 975 - 6th Street E.; regional history 
but includes fossils ani minerals. Admission 50j. 

- St. Mary's: District Museum; Church St. S.; regional history but inclu:ies some orni
thology . Admission 25¢• 

- Thunder Bay: Chippewa Park Zoo; nature ,cent,re, zoological garden. Free. 
- Toronto: High Park Zoo. 

Riverdale Zoo. 
Royal Ontario Museum. 
McLaughlin Planetarium. 

- Woodstock: Oxford Museum; City Hall Square; regional history, includes some natural 
hiirtory. Admission 25~ 

* * * * * * * * 



Insect Notes 

ooo The Toronto Entomologists' Aseociation, with the help of its members, has published 
a Check List of Ontario Skippers and Butterflies listing all the species that one 
can expect to firxl within the boundaries of the Provine• of Ontarioo This along with 
a seasonal summary for 1969 is being sold by the Association at $1.50. Cheques or 
money orders should be made payable to the Toronto Entomologists' Association, c/o 
Mr. Ron Michaels, 53 Duncan Drive, Georgetown, Ontario. 

ooo Cicadas, long known to buzz to attract mates, also make loud noises to discourage 
birds from eating them while they are mating, reports Princeton Psychologist James 
Sinnnons . Several thousand cicadas encountered in a tree near Princeton produced a 
volume of 80 to 100 decibels when measured from 60 feet away--a noise equivalent to 
a jackhammer or a screeching subway. Such a sound, Simmons says, could damage the 
eardrums of a curious mammal and pain the sensitive hearing of a ci_cada-eating bird. 

ooo A small gnat-like insect, Dendrosoter may prove to be an effective control parasite 
for the elm bark beetle which carries the Dutch elm disease. This Eur~pean parasitic 
wasp has habits similar to the well-known North American Ichneumon; it thrusts its 
ovipositor through the elm bark into a beetle larva hiding there and lays an egg on 
it. · This wasp may be the reason why the Dutch elm disease has never become epidemic 
in Europe. One problem: it may not be able to stand our cold winters. 

ooo Two species of springtails, tiny soil insects, can chemically break down the pesticide 
DDT into harmless products, according to some Michigan State University scientists. 
This could be a real breakthrough in pollution control; it might be possible to 
breed these insects in quantity and seed our farmlands and gardens with them. Maybe 
we should eat them too; they might get Ii d of some of the DDT that scientists say 
'civilized' man is full of. 

ooo I have r ecent ly r ead an absolutely stupendous book on insects - Howard Evans: Life 
- · · ·., - v ____ P1 <>nPt For sheer excitenent, entertainment and enlightenment it 

1 1
_:.,~ {~- are the view of many that insects are just 'boring' pests 

. -

BIRD ANTING 

-~ · library or bookstore and read this book. You' 11 change 
: I can I will write a review of this treasure - or perhaps 
i to do it for me-Z Meanwhile I will just quote the dedi-

;ed to the book lice and silverfish that share my study 
digestibleL" 

edt 

lotrichias, may be the most poisonous creature in the 
.sraeli entomologists who recently discovered it in the 
~ed with it died within a minute after being stung. It is 
ile may have been responsible for numerous unexplained 

(E.T.) 

:t * 

The subject of bird anting offers a good example of how amateur bird watchers can 
make a valuable contribution to the science of ornithology. 

Our story starts in April 19.34 when an Australian schoolboy, Peter Bradley, watched 
some starlings acting in a peculiar way. The birds seemed to be picking up ants am 
stuffing them under their wings in a kim of frenzy. These actions so puzzled the lad 
that he wrote to an Australian bird expert, A. H. Chisholm, for an explanation. The 
expert had never seen or heard of this kind of bird behaviour before and, like any 



decent expert, doubted the boy's senses. However h• did mention the observations in 
his book "Bird Wonders of Australian and soon people all over the world were reporting 
bird anting; it became a popular subject for observation and speculation. 

How and why do they do it? 

Here is the 'how' of it as Roy Ivor described a bluejay anting in one of his 
Erindale aviaries: 

"Quizzically he cocks his head to eye the insects at his feet. Then with incredible 
swiftness he nakes a darting stroke to pick up one of the ants. At the same instant he 
stretches out one wing and twists his tail awry beside his legs. Clutching the. ant · in 
his bill, he rapidly rubs it against the ur:rlersid• of an outer primary feather, stroking 
downward toward· -its tip. 

"In quick succession he picks up ant after ant to caress first one wing, then the 
other, and stroke the underside of his tail feathers. Occasionally in his ludicrous 
contortions he steps on his own tail arrl tumbles backward like a comic acrobat. In 
this strange act of anting he seems to gain an exaltation that might almost be likened 
to the ecstasy of a cat over catnip." 

Now, what about the 'why' of it? 

There are lots of theories. I will call the important theories by the unscientific 
names of: 

- the Flying Pantry theory, 
- the Bug theory, 
- the Lady Ponds theory, and 
- the Pot theory. 

The Flying Pantry theory says that ants are stowed away under the feathers to be 
used for snacks during migration flights. Probably taken with a grain of salt. 

The Bug theory says that the ants, or the formic acid secreted by them, help rid 
the birds of parasites. Roy Ivor doesn't belie'Y9 this since the birds seem to put the 
ants in the wrong places. 

The Lady Ponds theory says that the secretions contain 'ingredient X' which is so 
m>othing to the bird's skin-and plumage. Presumably different species of ants are good 
for dry, oily or normal skin. 

The Pot theory, a modern one, says the birds are 'high' on ants. They do seem to 
go into a kind of trance am. ecstasy and lose their fear of man. If this is true the 
hippy is more bird-brained than I had thought. 

Now another amateur, a hmsewi!e Mrs. Eloise Potter, enters the scene. For 5 years 
she watched birds and ants from the glass-paned back door of her home in Zebulon, North 
Carolina - presumably while doing other things as well. 

And. she thinks birds ant because they itchl And they itch because they a.re growing 
new £eat he rs or molting their old ones. im they itch real bad right after a rainstorm.. 
So it looks like the Lady Ponds theory is the best one of all. Her evidence seems pretty 
conclusive. In fact, rlgit up to scratch. 

For the intriguing details on this ticklish subject, see: 
Potter, E. F. Anting in Wild Birds. Auk Vol. 87, Oct. 1970 
Ivor, H. R. Anti.cs of bird anting. Nature Jan, 1946 
Lane, F. W. The ~stery ot bird anting. Animal Wonderland. 1962 
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MAJOR POLAR BEAR DENNING AREA FOUND 

One of the most important polar bear denning areas in the world has been discovered 
100 miles south of Churchill, Manitoba. About 25 miles in diameter, the site lies 40 
miles to the north of the deserted York Factory trading settlement, now a national 
historic site, in a flat, treeless country with deep peat beds containing thousands of 
small lakes . Here, surely, is an area that merits top priority for National Park status . 

Flying over it in a helicopter in April, Dr. Charles Jonkel of the Canadian Wildlife 
Service and Dick Robertson of the Manitoba Department of Mines and Natural lie sources 
spotted scores of dens in the banks of just one lake and bears were equally common near 
other lakes . Estimating tra.t about 60 females reared their young in this area this year , 
they rank it with such major denning areas as Wrangel Island in the USSR, King Karls Land 
north of Norway and Southampton Island in the Canadian Arctic. 

After ziving birth to their young in winter, female polar bears return to their dens 
with thei r young in the sunmer - a habit unique to southern Hudson Bay polar bears. The 
area has long been known by Indian trappers, who said they avoided "the place of the 
bears" in spite of beaver being plentiful. 

In most years during the months of October and November, the Cape Churchill area is 
the site of what is thought to be the largest concentration of pol ar bears anywhere in 
the world o In 1968, for example, when Hudson Bay was late in freezing over an estimated 
250 bears were seen congregating on the shores of the Cape waiting for the ice to form. 

While i t is encouraging to know that both the Government of Manitoba and the Federal 
Government are actively reviewing steps to ensure the maintenance of the area in a natural 
state, the extent of current oil exploration thereabouts raises drubts that without 
strong public support adequate protective action can be taken in time. 

We urge our reader s to write expressi ng support for the .creation of this area as 
a National Park to the Honourable Sydney Green, Minister, Manitoba Department of Mines 
and Natural Resources, Winnipeg, and to the Honourable Jean Chretien, Minister of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development, Ottawa. 

- The Editor, PARK NEWS, July 19700 The Journal of the National arrl Provincial 
Parks Association cf Canada. 

t t :t * * * 
A PLEA 

If you look through this issue carefully you will find that there is only one 
article in it that was not put together or written by the Editor. This is not a Club 
Newsletter any longer - it is the Editor's Newsletter. Arrl this is not the way it should 
be. Even with contributions i have great difficulty finding tiim to put this Newsletter 
together . For example: due to illness and trips out-of-town this issue is being written 

.at 2:JO a .m. three days late - three days past the deadline set for its completion. I 
hope it gets to you in time. 

Won't you please help out? Won't you write som;}thing for your newsletter and for 
your fellow cl.ub members? 

Tell me about your experiences with your bird feeder this winter. Or oome hike 
you have been on. Not one of the hike leaders or participants has written a single word 
to the editor about the hikes they have been on. Surely this is Club News and should 
be shared by the membership. 

Or that trip to Florida. Or that bird you saw. There are all kinds of subjects 
one can think of . So won't you try to write something - soont 

12 Cranlei gh Court, Islington, Ont. 
231-1064 - 10 -

Elmer Talvila, editor 


