
TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB 
N E'NSLETTER 

Number 266 

Visitors welcome! MARCH MEETING 

Monday, March 6, 1972, at 8:15 p.m. 
in the auditorium of the 

ONTARIO INSTITUTE FOR STUDIES IN EDUCATION 
252 Bloor Street West 

Speaker: Dr. Alan Emery 

Subject: UNDERWATER RESEARCH. _ Illustrated with colour slides. 

March 1972 

Visitors welcome! 

A.man-made reef on the sandy bottom of Georgian Bay is being used for underwater 
research by Dr. Alan Emery, a marine biologist with the Ontario Department of Lands 
and Forests, and Dr. Joseph Macinnis, a specialist in underwater medicine. A $10,000 
underwater habitat, called Sublimnos, has been installed 33 feet under the surface at 
Little Dunk's Bay, near Tobermory. 

Dr. Emery will describe the work being done with Sublimnos as well as research in 
Algonquin Park on game fish, particularly the small-mouth bass. 

* * * * * * * * * 

VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED to man the exhibit at the National Sportsmen's Show, If 
you can help please telephone Tom or Janet Arnett at 461-8934, after 6:30 p,m. 

* * * * * * * * * 
A hearty welcome is extended to the following new members, who enrolled between 
January 13 and February 11: Misses Marilyn and Janice Armstrong, Miss Annabel H, 
Cathrall, Miss Vivian Dean, Mrs, R. Dutton, Mr, Herb T. Eldridge, Mr. Maurice c. Hewitt, 
Miss Mildred P. Lehmann, Mrs, J. M, McQueen, Mr, & Mrs. M. R. MacPherson, Mr. & Mrs. 
T. Munsey, Mr. & Mrs, Warren Russell, Dr. & Mrs. E. Sigesmund, Miss A. Maureen Stedman, 
Mrs. Clair Stewart, Mr. & Mrs, Ian Thomson, Mr. Cliff Wheatley, Miss Nancy Wyatt. 

* * * * * * * * * 
Keep the contributions coming for the JIM BAILLIE RESERVE. A coupon is provided below 
for your convenience. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
To: Mr. A. D, Fry, 

250 Martin Grove Road, Islington, Ont. Date ------------
I wish to contribute to the Jim Baillie Reserve. My cheque/money order in the amount 
of $ _____ is enclosed. Kindly send receipt for income tax purposes. 

Name--------------------------------------

Address ------------------------------------



.., 
March Outings 

Sunday 
March 12 
9:15 a.m. 

TORONTO ISLAND - Birds Leader: Mr, Ernie Warne 

Meet inside the Island Ferry Terminal to take the ferry to Ward's Island 
about 9:30 a,m. There will be a walk of about 45 minutes' duration to 
reach the wildlife area, Members attending should be prepared to walk a 

total distance of 4 to 5 miles, Weather and ice conditions will play an important 
part in determining the number of birds, Bring lunch to be carried all morning. 

Saturday 
March 18 
9:00 a.m. 

HIGH PARK - Birds Leader: Mr, Harry Kerr 

Meet at the park entrance on Bloor St, w. at High Park Ave., west of Keele 
St. Morning only but lunch recommended. 

Sunday 
March 26 
9:30 a.m. 

MORNINGSIDE PARK - Botany Leader: Mr. Stu Corbett 

Follow Hwy, 401 to Interchange 61 and proceed south on Morningside Ave. 
The park entrance is on the west side, about 1/2 mile south of Ellesmere Rd, 
Meet at the first parking lot. Morning only, 

* * * * * * * * * 
JUNIOR CLUB Meet in the theatre of the Royal Ontario Museum, 100 Queen's Park, 
Saturday 
March 4 
10:00 a,m, 

ECOLOGY & 
CONSERVATION 
GRB-HP 
Wednesday 
March 29 
8:00 p,m, 

FIELD 
BIOLOGISTS I 

GROUP 
Thursday 
March 9 
8:15 p.m, 

BOTANY GROUP 
Thursday 
March 16 
8:00 p.m. 

BIRD GROUP 
Thursday 
March 23 
8:00 p,m, 

* * * 

Visitors are welcome, 

Director: Mr, Mike Singleton (447-4197) 

Meet in Room 378 of The College of Education, J?l Bloor st. W,, at 
Spadina. Guest speaker: Dr. Margaret Knight. Subject: "The Mato 
Gr-osso--B;raz-ll 's Last-Rr-0-n.tier" ----Wi:th_c.o.loured_ s-l_i=d=e=s~, _________ ""'= 

Chairman: Prof. Wm, Andrews (425-4607) 

Meet at St. James-Bond United Church, on Avenue Rd. just north of Eglinton , 
On-street parking can be difficult, but there are several private parking 
lots nearby on Eglinton Ave, For details of this meeting please phone 
the chairman. 

Chairman: Mr. Don Burton (222-6467) 

Meet in the library of Hodgson School, Davisville Ave. just east of 
Mt, Pleasant Rd. (parking entrance from Millwood Rd., the first street 
north). Speaker: Mr. Les Griffin, Subject: "Memories of the Bruce" 
with coloured slides, 

Chairman: Miss Florence Preston (483-9530) 

Meet at St. James-Bond United Church. See Field Biologists's Group 
announcement above, for details. Topic: "Look-alikes, .• crow or raven? 
downy or hairy? herring or ring-bill? (This is the program deferred 
from the January meeting) There will also be a short film, 

Chairman: Mr, Red Mason (621-3905) 
* * * * * * 

President: Mr. Clive Goodwin Secretary, Mrs. Mary Robson, 
49 Craighurst Ave,, 
Toronto 12, Ont. 
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CITY WILDLIFE 

by Ed O'Connor 

The sound woke me from deep sleep, a prolonged shrieking that sounded like some 
poor soul in Hades in great torment. 

Glancing at the clock I noted the time and swore a silent oath while struggling 
to rise and investigate the source, From the bedroom window I could see nothing in 
the darkened street below but the ear-shattering noise continued for fully ten minutes, 
then died as with the closing of a faucet. 

In the.daylight of morning I stepped onto the cold balcony where I stood for some 
minutes studying the trees and houses nearby, About to give up my eye caught a slight 
movement on a rooftop and I saw the shaggy form of a racoon draped over the top of a 
chimney. Mr. Coon had found the night air cold and was warming himself with the rising 
heat of the chimney. 

Sometimes, here in the Beaches District of Toronto, you can almost imagine your
self in the wilderness with the ever present wildlife in the form of racoons, squirrels, 
ducks, gulls and terns, songbirds and Canada geese, One may even come across a turtle 
pushing his way over the sands of the beach. 

Since I'm plagued with the squirrels who use my second floor balcony as a runway 
and look for handouts I'm probably a little more learned of their habits than others. 
The most common in this area are the blacks, closely followed by the grey squirrels, 
and there are no colour barriers here, They do mix and mate together. 

Although the female squirrel is a doting parent I've found that the presence of 
father is neither wanted or encouraged once the young are born, In any case he'd just 
as soon take up with the young 'floozy' in the next tree, In most cases the male has 
a short temper and doesn't hesitate to take it out on those about him. 

Squirrels aren't the timid creatures many of us suppose them to be. I've watched 
them taunt cats and dogs for the pure fun of it and been scolded myself on several 
occasions. One day I watched a squirrel playing with a pure white cat (who I don't 
think was playing). The cat would chase the squirrel up a tree with the latter keeping 
just out of reach. When the cat came down the squirrel was right behind him. This 
game lasted for some time until the cat tired and began to walk away, Mr. Squirrel 
wanted more and came down to the ground, chattering taunts, but the cat had had enough. 

For a while I'd been watching the mating of a small, black male with a large, 
grey female. Thus I was on the balcony when the time came to nest. 

In the big oak tree out front there's an old squirrel nest that has seen a number 
of generations and it was here the young groom took his new bride, Evidently this 
wasn't the cosy home he'd promised her because the next thing I saw he was flying 
through the air in a shower of dead leaves to the ground, some fifty feet below. The 
thump as he hit the ground made me wince and I fully expected to see one very dead 
squirrel. For a few moments he lay there with sides heaving, then staggered, like a 
drunk, to the next tree and up it to the first branch where he crouched in the fork. 
I could almost hear him muttering, "What the hell got into her--" 

Meanwhile the female had moved into the same tree higher up and was busily making 
a new nest at a furious pace. No beaver ever worked as hard, Evidently she was either 
young and inexperienced at nest building or so mad she wasn't thinking straight. The 
nest fell apart two days later, I haven't seen them since but like to think they 
patched up their differences and found a home they agreed on. 
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A half block below my home is Lake Ontario with a long stretch of sandy beach, 
Here, until the last year or so the gulls, terns and ducks had things pretty much to 
themselves in the way of public handouts, Now the Canada Geese have moved in and it 
isn't a rare sight to see a person standing knee deep in geese while the great birds 
accept food from the hand, Once in a while the feeder must expect a nip on the calf 
as a bird thinks he's being neglected, 

Sometimes I wonder if the feeding of these birds is a good thing, The people mean 
well but it entices the birds to stay on when they should be heading south. 

At the end of the boardwalk is an apartment building where my sister has a fourth 
floor apartment with balcony looking out on the lake. I call it the 'bird sanctuary' 
for good reason, 

Many a bird, battered by fierce winds, rain or sleet, has found his way to this 
balcony, They arrive in a sad condition usually, breathless and soaked with heads 
drooping, to find fresh seed on the floor and perhaps a box on its side in which to 
take shelter. More severe cases, too weak to object to handling, may be taken into 
the home to be sheltered and nursed until their strength returns, 

At times I ·'ve counted as many as twenty sparrows on the balcony at one time and 
have watched mothers feed their young from the seed put out, 

No, A trip to the wilderness isn't needed to view wildlife, All it takes is an 
awareness of the life about us every day. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
COMING EVEN'I'S 

Royal Canadian Institute Information: 922-2804 

Saturday Evening Lectures - 8:15 p,m, Convocation Hall, University of Toronto. 

Feb. 26 -"The Influence of Colour. Colour--how our Eyes and Minds Respond" 
Speaker: w. E. Carswell - Professor and Special Lecturer, Dept. of 

Civil Engineering, University of Toronto. 

Mar. 4 - "Energy and Survival" - illustrated with colour slides, 
Speaker: Leonard Bertin, author, broadcaster and world traveller; 

Science Editor, University of Toronto. 

Mar. 11 - "Take Your Wife to China" - illustrated with colour slides 
Speaker: J, Tuzo Wilson - Principal of Erindale College and 

Professor of Geophysics, University of Toronto. 

Mar. 18 - "Faces of Our Time" - illustrated 
Speaker: Yousuf Karsh - photographer, Ottawa. 

Royal Ontario Museum Information: 928-3690 

Free Sunday Films - 2:JO p,m, 

Mar, 5 - Blades and Pressure Flaking; The River; Circadian Rhythms, 
Mar. 12 - The Ancient Egyptians; Masters of the Desert; Life as it Flows. 
Mar, 19 - The Search for Ulysses; The God Within, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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••• from the Ontario Dept, of Lands and Forests newsletter: 

An Artistic Look At 
ONTARIO MAMMALS 

A new booklet, "Ontario Mammals", presents reproductions from the works of Glen 
Loates to answer in a very attractive manner the common questions concerning animals: 

"What do they lool~ like? 
"What do they eat? 
·"Where do they live?" 

From deer mouse to moose, the pocket-size gallery shows 18 of the paintings which 
have won recognition for the artist. Loates' work is distinguished by fine brush work 
and an extraordinary attention to detail. His mammals are not posed but taken from 
life in a natural position. 

"Ontario Mammals" may be purchased for 50¢ at the Ontario Government Bookstore, 
880 Bay Street at Grosvenor, Toronto, 

Mail orders, accompanied by a cheque or money-order payable to the Treasurer of 
Ontario, may be addressed to the Department of _ands and Forests, Parliament Buildings, 
Toronto, Ontario. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
FLORIDA HOLIDAY 

by Henry Fletcher 

* * * * * * 

In February my wife and I were able to take a birding holiday in Florida, and 
our experience may be of interest to others thinking of a similar trip, We planned 
the journey so as to visit a number of outstanding National Wildlife Refuges, State and 
National Parks which are to be found in the state, and camped in a small tent trailer, 
which was very light to tow and easy to handle. Books which helped us in advance 
planning were Petingall's Guide to Bird.finding, "North With The Spring" by Teale, 
"The Other Florida" by Gloria Jahoda, and a useful booklet issued by the Florida 
Audubon Society. Some of these were rather dated, but all gave useful information. 

We dug our trailer out of two feet of snow, and the mere thought of camping seemed 
madness. The third day's driving brought us to Florida, after overnight stops at 
Cincinnati and Atlanta. Our first camp was at Wakulla Springs, south of Tallahassee, 
Two outstanding birding attractions in this area are the Wakulla River and Springs, 
and St Marks National Wildlife Refuge. The first, where a large river suddenly appears 
out of the ground, features the increasingly rare limpkin, abundant anhingas and 
egrets, various ducks, osprey and others. St Marks has a huge number of wintering 
ducks and geese, and we also saw bald eagle, cormorants in plenty, numerous herons and 
shore birds, together with our first warblers. We really felt translated into spring 
to see so many familiar Toronto summer birds everywhere - robins, swallows, redwings, 
grackles, bluebirds and many others preparing for their journey north. 

The next excellent wildlife refuge was at Sanibel Island, near Fort Myers. Although 
Sanibel is perhaps more famous for the shells on its beaches, the "Ding" Darling refuge 
provides first-class birding, with more than 200 species on its list. Here we met 
our first spoonbills and wood ibis, and many herons of all kinds. Other highlights 
were black-bellied plover by the thousand on the beaches, and a sunset visit to a 
roosting area for white ibis, where in the failing light we watched hundreds of these 
birds come wheeling down to one small clump of mangroves, Also in the Fort Myers 
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region is the Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary, maintained by the National Audubon Society, 
where a mile-long boardwalk through typical cypress swamp gives access to a large 
nesting colony of wood ibises, 

The Everglades of course is a "must" for wildlife enthusiasts - the more urgently 
as its fragile ecology is increasingly end.angered by development to the north. We 
were told that bird populations are only about five percent of what they were twenty 
years ago, but there is still plenty to satisfy the most avid birder. We failed in 
our quest for painted buntings, but there was always plenty of action, with pelicans, 
reddish egret, glossy ibis, and the great white heron. We were able to watch one of 
the bald eagle nests with young in the area, and ospreys were common. The famous 
Anhinga Trail lives up to its name, although for most visitors the alligators are pro
bably the greatest attraction. Numerous other trails give opportunities for less 
crowded birding, and the smaller songbirds are much in evidence. 

If time allows, a side trip along the keys to Key West is worthwhile, and gives 
the chance to see some species not found elsewhere in the state, The magnificent 
frigatebirds soaring overhead almost justify the trip themselves, Although we 
studiously avoided "tourist" Florida on the mainland, we found Key West interesting 
and the sea bathing was excellent, The antics of the brown pelicans greeting the 
returning fishing boats gave some light relief from more serious birding. 

In central Florida, the Kissimmee prairie may yield the burrowing owl, sandhill 
crane and caracara, We saw the first two. Highlands Hammock State Park provides some 
very tame wild.life. One gets used to racoons scrounging for tidbits, but an armadillo 
is another matter! Likewise we expected begging by blue jays, but hardly by bobwhites, 
or prothonotary and yellow-throated warblers. 

As we moved north, tropical vegetation gave way to real spring, with the first 
blossom and green on the trees, The last place on our list is not in Florida, but 
Georgia - the Okefenokee Swamp. The Labyrintl1:tne- headwa ters--of t,he- famed -Suwannee 
River, which wind through a vast area of cypresses overhung with Spanish moss, provide 
the most perfect solitude one can hope to encounter - apart from large numbers of 
alligators. And the first bird we met was a pileated woodpecker, at work right beside 
our trailer. 

All told, it was a memorable trip, Camping facilities are generally of high 
quality, although some sites are crowded, Each refuge provides an excellent checklist 
of its birds, showing the abundance of each species season by season, Altogether we 
recorded 150 species, but it was the exotic nature and sheer size of the bird population 
which was most impressive. This was our first visit to Florida, and we learned a 
great deal. I thoroughly recommend such a winter vacation, and would be glad to give 
more detailed advice to anyone interested. 

* * * * * * 

To some it is •••• 

* * * 
POISON IVY 

by E. H. 

* * * * * * * * * 

To others it is just another plant. On a field trip recently a group of would-be 
botanists were astonished at their leader who picked a leaf of poison ivy and held it 
up for everyone to see and identify. He is one of the lucky ones who are not allergic 
to this dreaded plant. 

On another field trip, held earlier in the season when the snow was still on the 
ground, many twigs with clusters of white berries were found standing above the snow. 
These were identified as poison ivy and word was passed around the group to BEWARE, 
but the lads at the rear of the file did not hear the warning and arrived at our 
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destination with a handful of white berries -- most anxious to know what they were! 

While walking the dog by the railroad track we found the bank quite covered with 
Rhus radicans, the leaves having dropped off and only the twigs with the lovely white 
berries remaining. We remarked on how beautiful these particular berries were. The 
following day on the same mission with the dog we saw a man on the bank bending over 
the plants. He was cutting the stems and putting them carefully into a large carton. 
We called out to him, and quoted the books that "all parts of the plant are poisonous 
at all seasons to those who are allergic." "Oh," came the reply, "I am a florist. 
I thought the nice white berries would look good in my winter bouquets." 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
EMPLOYMENT OFFER 

•••• The Department of Lands and Forests, Maple Division, requires a number of qualified 
individuals to serve as interpretive naturalists in various Provincial Parks during 
the summer of 1972, Duties include conducting nature hikes, presenting evening film 
programs and documenting various aspects of the park's natural resources, Salary 
commensurate with educationa and experience. For further information contact : 

* * * * * * 

Robert Day, 
Maple District Park Naturalist, 
Department of Lands and Forests, 
Maple, Ontario 

* * * * * * 
THE BIRD-LADY OF ANCHOVY 

by Bruce Farquhar 

* * * * * * 

Anchovy is approximately seven miles west of Montego Bay in Jamaica on the road 
to Reading -- and what a road it is: one continuous uphill trip to her house, which 
even the motor-bike, with a friend perched on the back, had trouble navigating . 

The feeding of the birds at Mrs. Salmon's house starts around three-thirty, and 
costs one dollar to get in but is well worth the trip and the dollar. (The fee goes 
towards the cost of bird feed,) The first thing anyone would notice here are the 
birds; there are hundreds of them flying around and feeding on the seed that has been 
scattered around for them. Most of these birds are Ground Doves, but under the patio 
roof are the hummingbirds, 

Everyone present signs the guest book, and then one by one we were give a chance 
to feed a hummingbird on our finger, while husband, wife, or friend sat nearby with 
camera and flashbulb at the ready, 

The most interesting hummingbird of the two varieties that will come to your finger 
is the male Doctorbird, the Jamaican national bird, its green breast and long black 
forked tail make it especially attractive. 

Mrs, Salmon's methods of feeding prove beyond a doubt that an artificial flower 
is not needed on the feeding bottle, which is actually a small bottle covered with 
smooth red rubber with a hole in it, 

Talking with Mrs, Salmon later, I was told that she had counted six hundred birds 
feeding at h6r cottage on December 13, before she gave up counting, from exhaustion 
no doubt, 
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Several varieties of grass quits were feeding on the patio as well as Ground Doves; 
several days earlier a Black-Throated Blue Warbler was seen, and presently a White Eyed 
Thrush, a very scarce native bird was seen. 

Apparently the only native animals are lizards and snakes, and the mongoose which 
is found in Jamaica was introduced years ago, 

Mrs. Salmon has become very concerned about pollution and lack of conservation 
practices on the island; some of the shoreline or marsh where shorebirds were once 
prevalent has been drained, and too much waste is being dumped into some of the bays 
on the ocean , 

There is, however, some light on the horizon, with the forming of a Natural History 
Society which combines all fields of interest, instead of having each group separate 
as before. 

A Jamaican Fund has been formed and some donations received, for conservation and 
preservation of all natural life on t~e island. It would be a great loss if Jamaica 
were to lose some of its indigenous bird or animal life, as more animals or birds 
would take that fatal last step to extinction, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
WHY THE JACKAL IS STILL TOP DOG 

from the Natal, South Africa "Mercury", Nov. 20, 1971,,.contributed by Mrs. H, Buckmaster, 

When it comes to slyness, Europe's red fox looks like a bumbling fool compared with 
South Africa's saddle-backed or black-backed jackal. 

- -- - --
Sheep farmers mostly despise them but there have been times when they nave had a 

grudging respect for Thos mesomelas, the most intelligent dog on earth. 

There was a vixen in the Colesburg area a few years ago which, for several years, 
evaded a pack of27 jackal hounds. She even learned to climb fences, 

Local farmers killed off eight of her mates and 23 of her offspring before she 
made a silly mistake -- her first and last -- and got caught in a jackal trap, 

Nor does the jackal lack courage, At Buergersdorp a jackal turned on a dog pack 
in mid-chase and killed one of them, Then before the pack could sort itself out off 
the jackal tore. It was later caught -- and farmers claimed it had killed 100 sheet. 

Annually the black-backed jackal kills between 30,000 and 40,000 sheep in South 
Africa. It is responsible for keeping the wool yield down because it makes it neces
sary for sheep farmers to kraal sheep at night, 

In the unrelenting, totally unscientific war between farmers and jackals this 
century, the farmers have weeded out the slow and the stupid. Only the smartest and 
and fleetest have survived. 

Inadvertently, farmers have produced a highly vigorous breed whose habits are a 
lot different from the 'natural' jackal still found in the game reserves, 

The platteland jackal is mostly nocturnal now -- while the game reserve jackal is 
not. They are silent too. And when they run they don't stop and look back like their 
game reserve relatives, 
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They kill more than they can eat for they eat in a hurry and there is no coming 
back to finish a meal. And they almost never touch carrion because they have learned 
that carrion can be poison bait. 

Take a close look at these super-jackals, They are true dogs, members of the 
family Canidae, They have been successfully crossed with Alsatians and one male crossed 
with an Irish terrier and produced an excellent hunting dog, 

The jackal grows to more than 1,5 m long from nosetip to the tip of its long brush. 
It weighs up to 10kg and is capable of tremendous bursts of speed, I have clocked one 
at 45 mph for 400 yards. 

The super-jackal of the platteland lives in burrows which he usurps, although he 
is quite happy to share porcupine burrows because porcupines, he has learned, are useful 
to have in front of one when dogs start digging into the burrow. 

Jackals give birth to litters numbering up to seven cubs -- and they will defend 
their young to the death. 

Farmers are really responsible for the growth of the jackal problem for they reck
lessly shot out the jackals' natural enemies such as eagles, pythons and certain 
predatory mammals. They also exterminated the jackals' natural prey -- the antelope, 

At the S.A. Lombard Nature Reserve near Bloemhof biologists are now studying the 
breeding habits of the jackal in the hope there is a weak link which might suggest an 
opening for some for of biological control. But after eight years the jackal is still 
top dog. 

* * * * * * * * * 
A WINDY DAY AT WARD"S ISLAND 

by Audrey Harris 

* * * * * * 

If you need a change of scene and are averse to a lot of planning and preparation, 
choose a windy day in late February or early March and take yourself over to Ward's 
Island. At this particular time of year this is the only dock on the Islands at which 
the boat makes contact, so if you wish to go to Centre Island it is necessary to walk 
the mile or so further west. 

The reason I mention a windy day is that the action of wind and waves is interesting 
enough to stir the heart of any latent sea lover or one jaded by the sight of rows of 
houses and unending streams of traffic, Also as an added inducement, you may find 
that you have the Island almost to yourself, as not too many people are willing to 
indulge in this involvement with the weather, 

Where the shore is rocky there is a board.walk, probably covered with snow as it 
is right next to a breakwater which acts as a snow fence. Like a focal point, in the 
distance is a lighthouse, and in between a wide sandy beach patterned in marble-like 
designs of red and white sand, left by the receding waves, Washed up on the shore, 
this windy Saturday, was a battered tree root which looked like a large sea animal, 
and a piece of plank sculptured into geometric form by the erosion of sand and water. 
The waves beat angrily at the rigid pier leading to the lighthouse and the wind carried 
spray aloft from their crests. It was fascinating to watch the tremendous force and 
interplay of wind, water and sand, and to feel a part of it, 

Then there were the ducks. They had settled in the shallow ponds of melted snow 
which were everywhere so that it took a lot of walking to get from A to B. Perhaps 
they were waiting for a handout other than that provided by the Parks Commission, or 
or maybe, like ourselves, they were enjoying a change of scene other than their usual 



habitat at the lakeshore or on the lagoons of the Islands, In spite of the tidbits 
of lunch that Queenie and I threw them, they kept a discreet receiving distance of six 
feet, and their manners, reinforced by a good smart peck, were of the "after-me-you
come-next" variety, 

If you wish to watch from the open centre deck the approaching city sky-line 
(and who doesn't?), a windy day is not the thing, After leaving the Island dock, I 
had just opened up my purse with a view to repairing the ravages of the day, when along 
came a huge wall of spray, drenching everyone and filling the children's rubber boots 
with water. The captain high up in the wheelhouse must have many a good laugh when 
this happens, for we all scuttled into the cabins like so many drowned chickens. This 
deceptively powerful and smooth-riding boat meets the rough water head-on and a lenti
ful spray is the result, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
LET'S BE UP-TO-DATE 

by Emily Hamilton 

* * * * * * 

It happens so often on a spring outing, when the leader identifies a bird as 
SWAINSON'S THRUSH, that a newcomer complains, "It isn't in my book", A chorus of, "It 
used to be called Olive-backed" supplies the right answer, What a pity that Peterson's 
Field Guide did not take the opportunity to up-date the names and nomenclature when 
they brought out the paperback edition, It still goes by the 1932 names, whereas 
newer publications are using the 1957 A.O.U. Check-List (5th edition). So, here are 
some notes to help us equate between Peterson and the up-to-date check-lists in use ••• 
the list is long, and many of the birds do not come our way, but with the tempting 
trips offered by the F.O.N. many maritime birds will be seen by our members. 

Holboell's Grebe is now known as RED-NECKED GREBE; a good name in summer. To 
d-ist.inguish it from its Antarctic counterpa-:tt tne Fulma.r -is now -known as NORTHERN -
FULMAR. The Yellow-billed Tropic-bird is called WHITE-TAILED TROPIC BIRD (not to be 
confused with another tropic-bird which has a white tail and a red bill!), The White
bellied Booby is now a BROWN BOOBY. The European Cormorant, which breeds also on 
our shores in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, has been raised to a GREAT CORMORANT ••• he 
has fourteen tail feathers. The Water-turkey is now an ANHINGA, which is absolutely 
correct! and the Man-0'-War-bird is now using the translation of his scientific 
name, MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD. The following birds which used to be called AMERICAN 
are now called COMMON EGRET, COMMON GOLDENEYE, COMMON SCOTER, COMMON MERGANSER. 
Poor news for listhounds is that several species have been submerged: Cory's has 
become only a colour-phase of the LEAST BITTERN, and the Black Brant a race of BRANT; 
and for a long time we have been calling both Purple and Bronzed GRACKLES "COMMON". 
It seems to be established that the Blue Goose is a phase of the SNOW GOOSE, and the 
compromise is in its name Chen caerulescens (bluish). The listers get a bonus as 
DOWITCHERS are two species, SHORT- and LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER, see page 262 for reference 
to the two races, now species. And the Pewees have been divided into two species 
EASTERN, and WESTERN WOOD PEWEE, and to tell them apart is very difficult. The Euro
pean Teal has become COMMON TEAL; and the well-described Baldpate become AMERICAN 
WIDGEON. The Ferruginous Rough-leg is simply FERRUGINOUS HAWK. 

Mr. Peterson has only partly won his battle to get the old English names for 
falcons into use, page 56 ••• PEREGRINE FALCON has been adopted. Audubon's Caracara 
is called CRESTED CARACARA. The Florida Gallinule becomes COMMON GALLINULE, which 
removes confusion, because the gallinule one sees in Florida is the Purple -gall. 
Several birds have had AMERICAN placed before their names - COOT, WOODCOCK, AVOCET, 
ROBIN and GOLDFINCH, to distinguish them from their cousins in other parts of the world. 
Wilson's Snipe is COMMON SNIPE; the Hudsonian Curlew is WHIMBREL and the Red-backed 
Sandpiper is DUNLIN; these three are found also in Europe. On the Atlantic seaboard 
the following birds have had changes in their names: the Kittiwake is now BLACK-
LEGGED KITI'IWAKE; Cabot's tern is SANDWICH TERN; Razor-billed Auk is simply RAZORBILL; 
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Brunnich's Murre is now THICK-BILLED MURRE, and the Atlantic Puffin is COMMON, and 
we hope he isn't offended, Richardson's owl is called BOREAL OWL, and in Europe he 
is called Tengmalm's, Our Flicker must be called YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER to distinguish 
him from the western species which has red-shafts, The American Three-toed Woodpecker 
is now NORTHERN THREE-TOED WOODPECKER, and the CRESTED FLYCATCHER adds GREAT before 
his name, The Canada Jay is GRAY JAY, though he retains canadensis as his specific 
name, The American Magpie becomes BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE, because there is another Pica 
with a yellow bill, RAVENS and CROWS both add COMMON before their names. The Browri=° 
capped Chickadee is now BOREAL CHICKADEE, though one still looks for the brown cap. 
the MOCKINGBIRD who we hope will settle here is of the NORTHERN race. American Pipit 
is now WATER PIPIT, being a race of a species widely distributed in the northern hemi
sphere , The Blue-headed Vireo is now a SOLITARY VIREO, as his Latin name indicates. 
The Maryland Yellowthroat is now COMMON YELLOWTHROAT, and the Red-wing is given his 
full title RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD. The Eastern or Common Cowbird is now BROWN-HEADED 
COWBIRD , and the Towhee is described as the RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE, 

Among the birds which breed here as well as in Europe are the loons, which are 
called divers, Old-squaws are understandably called long-tailed ducks. Our common 
merganser is known as goosander. Our bird with the alluring name of gallinule is 
nothing but a moorhen! Jaegers are skuas, Dovekies are little auks, and various 
murres become various guillemots, Horned larks are known as shore larks, and it is 
our winter wren which is the only wren in north Europe , Our northern shrike is their 
great grey shrike. Our bank swallow is known as a sand martin, and barn swallows 
breed throughout the north temperate zone, 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
NORTH CAROLINA PHENOLOGY PROJECT 

This project is now entering its third year. As a participant in the International 
Biological Program the University of North Carolina Department of Botany is attempting 
to gather phenological information on what environmental factors regulate the dates 
of initiation and cessation of photosynthetic activy at various locations in the 
deciduous forest biome of North America. 

They specifically want information on the date of flowering of the dogwood (Camus 
florida) , redbud (Cercis Canadensis) and red maple (Acer rubrum). 

Reports should contain THE DATE WHEN THE FIRST FLOWER OPENS ON THE TREE; tree habitat 
(yard, roadside, park, woods, etc,); location (town & street or road intersection, and 
county); altitude of area; slope of ground in degrees; slope (compass direction to go 
downhill, N.S.E.W.); tree shading (none, partial, or complete); side of tree leaves 
are on (N.S,E,W,); and height of tree in feet. 

The project will be asking for the same information for the next several years, 
Please contact the Botany Group Chairman, Miss Florence Preston, for further details 
on this interesting project, 

* * * * * * * * * 

231-1064 
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* * * * * * * * * 

Elmer Talvila, editor 
12 Cranleigh Court, 
Islington, Ontario 




