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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB 

Number 298 

MARCH MDrING 
Monday, March 1, 1976 at 8:15 p.m. 

at 
252 Bloor Street West 

March, 1976. 

The OISIE Building is midway between the two exits (St.George and Bedford) of the St. 
George subway station. Entrance on the west side of the building via covered walk 
from Bloor Street. To park, enter from Prince Arthur Avenue, under the building, 
(parking fee ,50¢). 

FILM NIGHT: "Bear Country" by Walt Disney (credit Valley Album by Paul Caulfield) 

"Flamingos of the Bahamas" by the National Audubon Society. 

Mark this date on your calendar ••• you won't want to miss these outstanding films • 
•••••••••••••••••••• 

NEXT MEmING DATE: Monday, April 5, 1976. 

LAST AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILM FOR THIS SERIES: Eaton Auditorium - 8:15 p.m. 

- Thursday, March 18 - "The Vanishing Eden" 

Student tickets now available at $1.25 on the evening of the showing at the 
Box Office (please present your student card) • 

•••••••••••••••••••• 

FLOWER AND GARDEN SHOW - March 9 - 14, 1976 - Automotive Building, C.N.E. 
(presented by the Garden Club of Toronto) 

We wish to express our sincere thanks for the many colour slides made available for 
this show. They are most appreciated. 

There is still a need for a terrarium ••• planted wild ferns••• or other suitable 
material. 

Card tables may be required on which to place the general display. Would you have 
one that you could loan for this period? Also folding chairs? 

Please contact: Jeannine Dykstra at 255-2107 (after 5:30 p.m.) 

••••••••••••••••••• 
The F.ditor would like to receive more material for the Newsletter. Should you have 
any items of interest - book reviews - hike reports - reminiscences - send them in. 
Only two more Newsletters for this season! 



JUNIOR CLUB - Meet in the Royal Ontario Museum, 100 Queen's Park at 10:00 a.m. 
Saturday 
March 6 
10:00 a.m. 

The meeting will be in charge of the Ecology Group. 
An interesting program has been arranged. 

Director - Lynn Scanlan (488-8321, after 5:30 p.m.) 

BOTANY GROUP - Mr. Roger Chittenden will show us two of his nature programs -
"Wild Orchids11 and "The Appalachian Region". They are colour slide 
shows with musical background. Roger is a skilled photographer and 
naturalist, also an accomplished musician. This is our last meet
ing for this season so you won't want to miss this special program. 

Tuesday 
March 16 
8:00 p.m. 

Location: Hodgson Public School, Davisville Ave., just east of Mt 
Pleasant Rd. Enter at east end of school, or if you park in the 
school yard the centre doors are open. Entrance to the yard :us 
from Millwood Road, one block north of Davisville. We meet in the 
basement cafeteria. Chairman - Wes Hancock (757-5518) 

BIRD GROUP - Meet at St. James Bond United Church on Avenue Road, just northof 
Wednesday Eglinton Avenue. This is an evening you won't want to miss! 
March 24 Dr. Donald R. Gunn will be the speaker and his subject will be 
8:00 p.m. 'Photographing Birds'. Chairman - Red Mason (621-3905) 

ENVIRONMENTAL-NOTE: Meeting will be held at 190 Glengrove Avenue West, at 8:00 p.m. 
~ (south of Lawrence between Avenue Road and Duplex.) 
Monday,Mar.29 You are invited to meet with the group at the above address. 
8:00 p.m. Chairman - Henry Fletcher (421-1549) 

Sunday 
March 7 
9:30 a.m. 

******************* 
OUTINGS FOR MARCH - 1976 

- TORONTO LAKESHORE - Waterfowl (Humber to Leslie Street) 
Leader: Ann Macdonald 
Meet in the Lakeshore parking lot (east of the Humber River and west 
of Windermere Ave. opposite the Seaway Hotel). Bring lunch. 

MAR.12-19 - Time to reserve your place on the bus to Long Point. Eva Hunt,221-6303. 
Sunday 
March 14 
10:00 a.m. 

Saturday 
March 20 
9:45 a.m. 

- MOORE PARK RAVINE - Nature Walk - Leader: Jake Smythe 
From Moore Ave. and Mt. Pleasant Rd., go east about 0.4 mile on Moore 
Ave. to the ravine entrance. (just east of Welland Ave.) Meet here. 
Morning only. (South Leaside bus from St. Clair. 

- TWIN VALLEYS OF ROUGE (Scarborough) Leader: Bill Dibble 
Meet in the main parking lot of the Guildwood GO Station (which is on 
the south side of Kingston Rd. and 1 mile east of the Eglinton Ave. 
intersection). GO Train leaves Union Station at 9:13 a.m. Arrives 
Guildwood Station at 9:38 a.m. Trail is muddy in spots and waterproof 
footwear is recommended. For more information call Bill at 261-7955. 

Saturday - LONG POINT - Bus outing. Leader: Walter Hutton 
March 27 .An opportunity to see the Whistling Swans and other waterfowl.Reserve 

your place on the bus by phoning Eva Hunt at 221-6303, March 12-19. 
Confirm by sending the fare $7.00 payable to the Toronto Field Natur
alists, to Eva Hunt, 271 Hounslow Ave. Willowdale,Ont.M2N 2B7. Cheques 
for this outing MUST BE received by March 23. Br.ing lunch. 

BUS SCHEDULE 
7:40 a.m. North side of Bloor St. East and Yonge St. (at subway entrance) 
7:45 a.m. King Street West and University Ave. (southwest corner) 
8:00 a.m. The Queensway and Islington Ave. (northwest corner) 

(Evans bus leaves Platform 5,Islington subway stn. at 7:30 a.m.) 
l0:00 a.m. Long Point. Drivers go west from Port Rowan to Hwy.59 and south on the 

causeway to the bridge. Bus will arrive back in Toronto around 5:30 p,m. 
NarE - To determine the number of buses to be chartered for T.F.N. outings,advance 
registration is required and cash cannot be accepted on buses. 

Chairman - Harry Kerr (481-7948) 



PRES ID ENT' S CORNER 

A number of things have happened recently to which I should draw your attention: 

1. Three Club officers have resigned recently. It is always disturbing to lose 
the help of dedicated and capable people like Hattie Beeton (Secretary), 
Diana Banville (Audubon Films Secretary), and Gus Jans (Program Chairman). 
However, I know that the membership will supply competent and enthusiastic 
replacements. You always respond to appeals for assistance. An announce
ment elsewhere in this issue describes the positions. 

2. I have written a letter to the Honourable Leo Bernier, Minister of Natural 
Resources for Ontario, stating our objection to the tone of a letter he 
addressed to the Federation of Ontario Naturalists(see "Ontario Naturalist", 
October 1975). I also expressed our disappointment at his support of hunting 
in Point Pelee National Park. 

3. Mr. Al Wainio, a biologist at the Ministry of Natural Resources and our 
speaker at the January general meeting, has advised me that he has reserved 
a full day for TFN members only in his bluebird box-making workshop program. 
The date is Saturday, April 3 from 9:00 a.m. You need only take a hammer to 
the Maple office of the Ministry. All else is provided. Since attendance 
is limited to 30, you must call me (425-4607) to reserve a place. 

4, Mr. Wainio has also invited 10 members of our Club to attend a hunter-natura
list workshop at the Junior Ranger Camp near Uxbridge. Call 832-2261 (exten
sion 256 or 270) and ask for Al Wainio or Angus Norman if you wish to partici
pate. 

Bill Andrews 

*************************** 

MEErING FOR T.F.N.C. MEMBERS AND FRIENDS LIVING IN SCARBOROUGH 

Jack Cranmer-Byng will give a talk, illustrated with coloured slides about the 
T.F.N.C. 1 s Environmental Committee's Ravine Study and Inventory Program. 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PLACE: 

How the Toronto and North York groups are gathering information 

How the results are helping the Club and the Parks Department. 

Tuesday, Mar.ch 23, 1976. 

8:15 p.m. 

Betty and Bill Dibble, 
38 McGowan Road 
Scarborough (St. Clair Avenue and Kingston Road) 

Phone: 261-7955. 
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THE JIM BAILLIE RESERVE FUND ••• 

, • • A REPORT TO OUR MEMBERS 

There it was on the cover of the October, 1970 Newsletter -- "ANNOUNCING - OUR 
FIRST T.F.N.C. NATURE RESERVE" , Members were asked to donate $20,000. to pay 
for 60acres of mixed woodl and near Uxbridge. The idea of conserving a piece of 
Ontario countryside in its natural state appealed to many and an average of nine 
donations a day started arriving at the home of fund-raising chairman, Doug Fry. 
By July 25, 1973, when the campaign closed 782 contributions had been received 
for a total of $17,519. The decision to enlarge the Reserve by adding 30 acres 
to the western boundary was made in the spring of 1973 and I was asked to launch 
a new campaign the following fall to raise $22,500, When the campaign closed 
December 31 past, 730 donations had been received totalling $19,778. Most of 
the donations were in the $10. to $25. range but a surprisingly large number 
were for $50. or more. 

As I look back over the record of giving for this campaign and the last, I no
tice many names appearing once or more each year. One family's total exceeded 
$1,000., a most generous sum from a family no wealthier than most. I remember 
how often someone would mail in a cheque for $5. or $10., the handwriting not 
quite as firm as it once was . 

Our donors came mainly from Toronto and vicinity but here is one from Wiarton, 
another from Saskatoon, and even one from Haines Junction, Yukon. The places 
represented inside and outside the province are numerous indeed. It makes one 
wonder how far our Newsletter does travel, 

The mortgage on the Reserve has been discharged and to our contributors, wherever 
they reside and whatever they gave, we owe a large vote of thanks. Thank you for 
turning a dream into reality. 

************************* 

WANTED 

Stu Corbett 
Fund-Raising Chairman. 

Three opportunities are available for you to serve your Club in a leadership role: 

1. Club Secretary - This person attends all Board meetings and performs the 
duties typical of this position in any Club. An honorarium is provided. 

2. Secretary of the Audubon Wildlife Films Committee - The person appointed 
to this position will be trained by the present secretarymd commence duties 
later this year. This position carries an honorarium. 

3, Chairman of the Program Committee - This person will coordinate the activi0 

ties of the committee that arranges our monthly meetings. 

None of these jobs is unduly onerous andall present interesting opportunities to 
servey:,ur Club. Please call your President, Bill Andrews, for further details 
on any of these positions. (Days: 928-3246; Evenings: 425-4607). 
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"WOODY" - THE GROUNDHOG 

by L. Pritchard 

While I don't belong to the Roy Ivor school of rescue and care of disabled birds 
and animals (what happens when the wild thing becomes used to human beings and 
then is released to fend for himself in -the natural world full of enemies?), I 
thought you would be interested in the following account of the rescue of a 
groundhog by a neighbour at Fenelon Falls. Mrs. Bea Wyer, who has had plenty of 
experience in caring for disabled skunks and raccoons tells how her daughter, 
Cindy, one day in early May of last year was on her way home from school when 
she saw a baby groundhog in the middle of the road. It was so tiny and so hungry 
she thought it was dead. She brought it home in her coat sleeve. But let Mrs. 
Wyer tell her own story: 

"When I saw what she had, I said that in no way were we going to keep it as 
groundhogs are too vicious. After seeing how helpless it was, I gave in and said 
that I'd look after it until it was healthy again. 

First I decided to inspect it to see if it had any mange which is common with 
groundhogs. No mange, but millions of fleas. I got a can of flea spray and held 
my hand over its eyes and used half of it, then sprayed the little box it was 
in. "Woody" was so tiny she just fit into the palm of one of my hands. The 
mother was probably shot or killed by a hound as our hound was always bringing 
home the ones he hunted. I thought that if she survived the flea spraying,she'd 
be ready for some Tender Loving Care. 

I wrapped her in a small towel and made a formula for her. Having raised a few 
raccoons and skunks, I figured the same milk formula would work for Woody. Her 
mouth was so small I had to use an eye dropper which she sucked on very quickly. 
She was fed every three hours. Each day she progressed rapidly. Now that there 
were no fleas to wor~y about, I brought her into the house where she could have 
our full attention. It wasn't long before she was one of the family and loved 
to play with the cats. 

Next step was a bath for Woody. By this time she'd graduated from the eye 
dropper feedings to a doll's bottle and finally eating from the dish which she 
and the cats shared .with no problem. To bathe her I put warm water and some 
bubble bath in the vanity basin. Woody would stand in it whilst eating a prune, 
one of her favourite foods, while I washed her. The odd time, the prune would 
fall out of her hands into the bottom of the basin and she'd fish around till 
she'd found it. After I'd towel her dry, I put baby oil on her ·to keep her coat 
shiny. Woody enjoyed every minute of her bath sessions. 

With four large sharp teeth, two at the top and two on the bottom, I wondered 
when she would bite one of us. To our amazement, she hans't done so. When she 
does, she puts no pressure at all in her bite. 

Now she loves 'Puss n Boots' dry cat food and drinks milk and eats tomatoes, 
apples, grapes, raisins and nuts. So far, she'll have no part of grass and 
clover. I have house-trained her to a box of kitty litter. 

I have never raised a more lovable wild animal. You just can't give her too much 
affection. Whenever I sit down, she waddles over and climbs up on to my knee and 
goes to sleep. Her favourite night sle~ping place ~sin the bottom drawer of my 
dresser curled up on one of my nightgowns. When the alarm goes off in the morn-
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ing, she immediately climbs out of her drawer and up on our bed for some attention. 
I have got her trained to a collar and leash and take her for walks to the lake. 
I cannot let her loose as our hound would probably kill her. Woody is full grown 
now and sleeping a lot more (hibernation?) 

One bad habit she has now is chewing wood. We cannot close a door if she is in 
that room or she will try to chew her way thru the door. How to break her of 
this habit is something I'll have to find out! Even while I am writing this 
story, Woody is sleeping.on my lap •. What will we do in the spring? Will her 
natural mating urge be strong enough to get her to leave us and take up her 
natural life? 

On November 10th we had a scare. Woody was missing from her bottom drawer when 
the alarm went off. It was pouring rain outside and I could hear our hound bark
ing viciously. Frantically I jumped out of bed and tore to the door. There was 
the hound and our other dog, Taffy, pulling and biting a groundhog that was lying · 
on its back in the mud by the large woodpile near the back door. I practically 
flew down the stairs in my nightgownand bare feet yelling at the dogs to stop. 

Was the groundhog Woody, or one that had wandered near the house? 

I grabbed the dogs away and put them in the basement and searched the house for 
Woody. When I couldn't see her, I was sure she had crawled under the woodpile to 
die. My husband pulled the whole woodpile apart while I was kneeling in the mud 
trying to see under with a flashlight. Woody was not there. We figured that 
she'd slipped out the door the night before when my men were bringing logs in for 
the fireplace. 

A few minutes later I heard my husband calling me from the door up on the sundeck. 
He pointed to another high pile of logs. There on top was Woody all huddled up 
in a ball, covered in mud and looking like a drowned rat. I wrapped a towel 
around her and carried her into the house leaving a trail of puddles as I walked. 
I looked like the proverbial drowned rat, too, with my dripping wet nightgown on. 
She was so glad to see me she wouldn't let me put her down to see where she was 
hurt. Woody hung on to my shoulder with her face snuggled against my neck. She 
had a few bites and will probably be quite stiff for the next few days. I'll 
bet she won't forget this scare with the dogs for a long time. 

Right now Woody is asleep on the bottom of our bed. Bet she'll have some bad 
dreams. Guess I'd better get out of my wet nightgown and into some dry clothes 
now so I won't get a cold, I have a big pile of wood to re-stack when it stops 
raining!". 

************************* 

FLOWER AND GARDEN SHOW March 10 - 14 - Automotive Building, C.N.E. 

Just a reminder that volunteers would be helpful for the evening shifts ••• 
8:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. 

-· 
Also that card tables may be needed on which to set up part of the display. 

Should you have a terrarium or fresh plant material or planted wild ferns, etc., 
they would very much appreciated. 

Check page 1 and page 16 
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THE END OF AFFLUENCE: A BLUEPRINT FOR YOUR FUTURE 

by Paul and Anne Ehrlich 
1974 Ballantine Books, New York, 307 pp. $1.95 paperback 

(reviewed by James L. Hodgins) 

While Professor Ehrlich continues to counsel citizens and governments to effect 
sane lifestyles and national policies, he has personally abandoned any hope _for 
a balanced global ecosystem. When he wrote the Population Bomb in 1968, and 
Eco-catastrophe: A Scenario, in Ramparts magazine in 1969, he was slightly less 
pessimistic than today. Now, Ehrlich advises us to prepare for an inevitable 
eco-collapse, to be precipitated by probable sets of combining factors eg: 
depletion of America's energy sources, massive consumerism, inflation, U.S. and 
Soviet (and Canadian) economic imperialism, failure of monsoonal rains causing 
Asian famine, nuclear·accidents and warfare, politically impotent politicians, 
and 'don~-give-a-damn' citizens. · 

Usual~y prophets of doom are discredited on the basis of dearth of scientific: 
data or illogical premises. Not so with Ehrlich, being a professor of biology 
and director of graduate studies in biology at Stanford University , yet he 
counsels us, 

'Now is not a time for the blind following of authorities -- be they 
politicians, economists, priests, or ecologists.' 

Rather, he suggests each person, or better each survival group, begin an in
tensive information gathering program, by monitoring foreign and national news
papers; journals, books, etc., for data on food, energy, global weather trends, 
population pressures, economic trends: in short all the major factors which 
affect America's ecosystem. 

The first two-thirds of this book is a summary of information Ehrlich has gath
ered, which points convincingly to a societal eco-collapse in America in the 
next decade or so. The remaining third of the book reads like an old civil 
defence manual and basic nutrition handbook. It deals with the problem of how 
to soften the eco-crunch and survive. Some of his instructions are: stockpile 
food, water, medicine, clothing, gold, silver, weapons. Keep cases of booze on 
hand for trading (or bribing). Learn first-aid, practice organic gardening. 
Learn all about basic nutrition and food storage techniques. Research home 
sources of power. 

His recommended reading list includes such eclectic titles as: 

Mother Earth News; Wall Street Journal; Organic Gardening and Farming. 

Canadians, of course, are not immune from any major economic-ecologic cataclysm 
south of the border. The technology and economy of both nations is presently in
extricable; theecology forever inextricable. Ehrlich devotes a lengthy chapter 
to the risks and benefits of nuclear power. 

'The struggle to prevent the spread of nuclear power plants 
will be in our opinion, the most critical environmental battle 
of the next decade.' 

Note the present push of Ontario Hydro to construct more nuclear power plants. 
Note too public opposition! Ehrlich's occasional derision of elected federal 
leaders as 'fogeys', 'senile', 'troglodytes' does not strengthen his message, but 
his anger is understood. This is Dr. Ehrlich's state of the ecosystem address and 
survival guide for Americans. Should we be consumed by biosocietal decay, let no 
one say the prophets didn't warn us. Whatever hay>ened to Neanderthal? 7 



FROM THE WINDOW 

by Joy Pocklington 

For some years I lived in Toronto and latterly on the twelfth floor of a high 
rise. From the window I saw a few rock dovesand house sparrows. The panoramic 
view from the balcony always gave me a great sense of the roundness of the world, 
as I viewed the curved horizon. As regards natural history, it was a poor en
vironment for making observations. A few bees made their way to my window boxes, 
the only other living visitors being friends and the window cleaner. 

Last June I moved to a third floor in London,Ontario. The balcony and some of 
the windows are about ten to fifteen feet from the upper branches of a row of 
mature trees. These trees are: a hickory, a tamarack, hawthorn, Yew, choke
cherry, a spruce, two maples and one I have no name for yet. It has artistic 
twirled twigs, and is not native. In June the hawthorn was a mass of pink 
blossom and dominated the scene. Next to it the chokecherry soon cascaded with 
white blossom. When the chokecherry blossoms turned to luscious red fruits, the 
tree was invaded by a hungry mob of starlings. The robins came for their share 
also the cardinals. Within ten days the branches were stripped bare of berri,es. 
The haws on the hawthorn were devoured at a slower rate. 

Every day whistles and chipping noises floated in through the balcony door -- it 
was the cardinal. I like him, he is so spectacular with the brilliant red and 
black colouring. I think she is more attractive. As the light catches her there 
is often a greenish sheen to her yellow and brown feathers -- she has a subtle 
beauty all her own. One warm night a bat flew in through the open door, and I 
was able to get a very good look at its fascinating structure, before it took 
off again into the dusk. 

When fall arrived the activity in the trees increased. The squirrels make such 
a noise ·Che.wing on the hickory nuts. My apartment suffered from neglect, as I 
was continually torn between doing my chores or watching the trees. After the 
kinglets migrated through, the confusing fall warblers began to arrive. Some~ 
times I was quite confused; I still don't know whether many many blackpoll 
wa~blers or bay-breasted warblers flitted through or both. Numerous black
throated blue warblers and black-throated green warblers, and for two days I 
watched Canada warblers. Brown creepers and black.and white warblers spiralled 
up the spruce tree. Several thrushes sheltered beneath the yew tree. Later came 
juncos, chickadees and nuthatches. It was very exciting because I was only ten 
to fifteen feet from some of them, and I could watch them eating little grubs on 
the ends of the branches. I don't put out bird seed, for two reasons. One is, 
I don't want to encourage bluejays with their loud squawky voices and nasty 
habits (nest robbing). Also, I think the natural food is better for the birds. 

Now it is January, the branches have a thick coat of fluffy snow, the few winter 
residents around are going about with their coats fluffed out. I'm wondering if 
I'll get another parade of migrating birds in t he spring. 
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DID YOU 
REMEMBER 

TO SEND IN YOUR FEES 

FOR THIS YEAR? 



TORONTO ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB 
Mid-Winter Waterfowl Inventory - January 11, 1976 

Compiled by: C.E. Goodwin 

Route Number 

Mute Swan 

Canada Goose 

Snow Goose 

Mallard 

Black Duck 

Gadwall 

Pintail 

Shoveler 

American Wigeon 

Wood Duck 

Redhead 

Canvasback 

Greater Scaup 

Common Goldeneye 

Bufflehead 

Oldsquaw 

Harlequin Duck 

White•winged Scoter 

Surf Scoter 

Ruddy Duck 

Hooded Merganser 

Common Merganser 

Red-breasted Merganzer 

American Coot 

TorALS 

ROUTES AND OBSERVERS 

1 

6 

36 

556 
13 

1 

1· 

300 

1 

1606 

20 

16 

1 

1 

2558 

2 

201 

124 

11 

16 

2 

71 

1 

473 

3 

412 

1 

484 

73 
140 

400 

68 

79 
311 

1 

2 

2340 

4 

481 

355 
15 

1 

1 

1 

234 

13 
42 

379 

1 

1 

3 

1527 

5 

3 

207 

3 

935 
121 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1377 
88 

137 

739 

1 

1 

6 

90 

861 

147 
101 

4 

1 

1683 

89 
42 

71 

1 

3 

2 

3095 

1. Whitby to Rouge River: J.M.Speirs, J.Carpenter, B. Parker, A. Rubszek 
2 .. Rouge River to Coatsworth's Cut: F. Bodsworth, A. Dobson 

7 

4 

124 

633 
242 

51 
2 

17 

115 

1542 
181 

29 
64 

1 

10 

l 

3016 

3. Leslie St. to Cherry Beach: G.Fairfield, W. Freedman, G. Lambert, S. Mackay 
4., Toronto Islands, E. Gap: J. Kelley, R. Geras, R. Harris, D. Troy 
5. Parli~ment St. to South Humber mouth: G. Bellerby, E., G. and K. Carmichael 
6. Humber to Watersedge Park: D. Perks, J. Lamey 
7. Clarkson to Bronte: C.E. and J.E. Goodwin, D. Corbridge, A. Dawe 
TIME AND WEATHER: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

TOTALS 

13 

1397 
4 

4025 

735 
294 

3 
2 

22 

2 

416 

3 

6,853 

475 

347 

1,635 
2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

377 

11 

3 
16,626 

Overcast with wet snow and snow to noon then moderating - 1° C. Winds SE-E, Strong 
Rivers, lagoons and most of Toronto Bay frozen, with heavy ice buildups along all 

shorelines. Visibility very poor. 
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A CONFRONTATION 

Dear Elmer: 

On January 29 -I-witnessed ... .a .. confrontation between a Snowy Owl and a male Ring
necked Pheasant, which may be of some interest to your readers. 

-· ·· ... . . 

I was driving north on the road between the Lasco Steel plant and the Dayton 
Ti re plant in Whitby when a very white (presumably male) Snowy Owl flapped and 
glided over the road at a height of about 50 ft. from the direction of the Lasco 
plant. Dr. Margaret Bain had seen it headed that way a few minutes before and 
alerted me to be on the lookout for it . 

The owl settled down on the snowy field just north of the stump of a former 
apple tree and I adjusted binoculars to have a better view of it. Imagine my 
surprise to find a fine male Ring-necked Pheasant standing under a small group 
of burdock plants just south of the stump and about 6 ft. from the owl. It did 
not seem particularly perturbed by its visitor. 

The owl, after looktng over the pheasant for a few minutes, decided to have a 
closer look and shuffled on foot around the stump toward the pheasant. The 
pheasant turned to face the owl and 11stood tall", still showing no great alarm. 
Since the pheasant had been feeding on the burs, there were many on the snowy 
surface and the softly feathered feet and breast of the owl soon had accumulated 
a big ball of them. The owl stopped to pick these off and was soon holding a 
big wad about the s i ze and general appearance of a rat as it dangled from his 
bill. Apparently nonplussed by the bold stance of the pheasant and embarrassed 
by the burs sticking to its feet at every step, the owl stopped about 3 ft. from 
the pheasant and just looked and looked . It was still looking when I had to 
leave. When I returned with my wife about an hour later the pheasant was still 
there jumping up to pick more burs for its supper. The owl had left to look for 
less formidable prey . The pheasant with its long, scaly legs and "coat of mail" 
plumage was not bothered by the burs and , in fact, considered them a great 
delica.cy. 

(sgd) J. Murray Speirs. 

************************* 

BIRDING IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO THIS JUNE 

You can 'skim the cream' off the birds of Trinidad and Tobago on this tour last
ing eleven days from June 14th - 24th. This itinerary evolved from two previous 
T & T tours led by Don Baldwin will allow you to visit each of the best birding 
spots at least- once. The accommodations are first-class allowing alternative 
activities for anyone in the group whose birding ~nterests are limited or whcse 
feet tire easily! In June the weather i s goodan.dthe prices low. Flights from 
Toronto are direct to and from Port- of-Spain so the minimum of time is used up 
en route. Lawrence Calderone, Bobby Smith and Adolphus James will act as local 
guides. We expect to see better than 150 species of tropical birds ,l,iich are 
either unique Trinidad and Tobago island forms or representative of neighbour
ing South America. Price - $810 . 00 per person - twin occupancy. 

Detailed itineraries are now available . All Bnqu~ries can be made to: 
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Don Baldwin, 47 Duggan Avenue, Toronto, Ont. M4V lYl 
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A FALL OUTING TO WAWA AND THE SOO 

by Orval Oppertshauser 

We arrived at Sault Ste. Marie in the early afternoon of September 21 by Air 
Canada and drove a rent-a-car to our Motel. The next day we bought our 
tickets for the Agawa Canyon train trip and took a boat tour of the river. From 
the boat and later driving along the river bank we saw such species as: common 
loon, Canada geese, mallard, black duck, gadwall, blue-winged teal, wood duck, 
lesser scaup, golden-eye, surf scoter, ruddy duck, and red-breasted merganser. 
Great black-backed, herring and ring-billed gulls were also a common sight. 

The next morning we were up early to board the train for the Agawa Canyon trip. 
It was quite cold with a few snow flurries and not too promising as we rolled 
out of the station. Bluejays, crows and ravens flashed through the underbrush 
or soared overhead. As the train rattled across a bridge over a small stream a 
kingfisher winged its way up stream. When the train slowed to round a curve, 
the wife said: 'What's that on top of that dead tree?' I focussed my glasses on 
the spot and WOW! There sat a peregrine falcon unconcerned about the passing 
train. Passing through a marshy area a flock of yellow-headed blackbirds rose 
out of the reeds ••• a lifer for me. 

At the Agawa Canyon Park, around noon, we were greeted by several gray jays. 
(another lifer), as well as black-capped chickadees, brown creepers, .hairy and 
downy woodpeckers in the trees nearby. A Flicker let us know where he was; also 
golden and ruby-prowned kinglets tweetered among the evergreens. Time to get 
back aboard the train, but not before a yellow-throat sang from a willow near a 
waterfall. We also observed a solitary vireo on a poplar limb over the falls. 
Back aboard .the train for the return trip to the Soo, with the number of species 
to date about 33 if you count starling, house sparrow, rock dove, and grackle 
which are very much in evidence. 

Next day we headed up Highway 17 for a two-night stay at Wawa. On the shore of 
Batchawana Bay near a pier we got a killdeer and our only golden plover; also 
red-tailed hawks overhead along the route. Our Wawa trip was scenic but we saw 
few birds. 

After two nights at Wawa we headed back down to the Soo stopping off from time 
to time at roadside parks and gravel pits, and finding ruffed grouse, sparrow 
hawk, pigebn hawk, pileated woodpecker and Lapland longspur. We did not go all 
the way down in to the Soo but stayed at a place called Hayden; there are two 
motels here with a dining room and tavern. This proved to be the best part of 
our trip as the area was rich in bird life. We saw many of the previously men
tioned land birds again as well as catbird, robin, Swainson's thrush, grey-cheek
ed thrueh, cedar waxwing, Nashville, black-throated blue, yellow-rumped, chestnut
sided warblers and rusty blackbird. In the evergreens across the highway from 
our motel rose-breasted grosbeak, evening grosbeak, pine siskin, and goldfinch 
competed for food. In the underbrush around the trees the shy clay-coloured 
and Lincoln's sparrow darted; white-throated, white-crowned and fox sparrows were 
common and Savannah and Vesper sparrows chipped from grassy clearings. 

These were wonderful warm days and cool nights. We took short drives around the 
area and found black-bellied plover, spotted sandpiper, lesser yellowlegs and 
several killdeer on the sandy shore of a small lake. We also drove along both 
banks of the Goulais River and saw large flocks of water pipit and northern 
horned lark. That all but ended our trip's observations except forasharp
shinned hawk that zipped across the road on our way to the airport. 
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We left the Soo on the 29th of September with a 
birds on an excellent fall outing. The weather 
ing: the coldest about 28F and the hottest 74F: 
thus accounting for the l arge number of birds. 
was north-northwest and cold ••• the birds were 

good feeling: 73 species of 
had been good generally speak
the winds had been southwest 
On the morning we left the wind 
gone. 

*************************** 

Our Nature Reserve brings pleasure to other naturalists as well as our own 
members; here is a nice ' thank you' letter from an Ottawa visitor: 

"Dear Mr. Corbett: 

I am not a member of the TFNC; however as Editor of Trail & Landscape, a 
publication of the Ottawa Field-Naturalists Club, I have been receiving 
your club's Newsletters. I read the notices and articles about· the Jim 
Baillie Nature Reserve with interest and a touch of envy, as our club has 
not yet summoned up the ambition and energy to acquire a natural area 
(perhaps never will). 

I was curious as to what sort of area it is, and when a map appeared in 
the Newsletter showing location of the Reserve, with a trail layout, I 
resolved to try to get there during my next visit to Toronto. Last fall 
I persuaded a friend to drive out there, and we hiked through the Reserve 
for several hours, covering many of the trails. The cloudy damp day en
hanced a quiet mysterious gloom in the swampy forest with its rich variety 
of ferns, mosses, lichens and fungi, and many kinds of higher plants. I 
was impressed by the high quality of your choice, and utterly charmed by 
the Jim Baillie Nature Reserve. 

Enclosed is a token of my admiration for your club's efforts in preserv
•ing this beautiful natural area, and in hope that it will always be 
accessible whenever I can return for a visit. 

Yours sincerely, 

(sgd) Anne Hanes" 

**************************** 

Notice of publication: NATURE AND URBAN MAN 

Illustrated with black and white photographs; 133 pages. Price $4.00. 

This is a collection of papers given at the Canadian Nature 
held at the University of Western Ontario in i,ugust, 1974. 
ing papers the following refer specifically to Toronto: 

Federation Conference 
Of the many interest-

James Cruise, Botany Department : Plants in big cities 
Eric Naismith: Birdlife in a city ravine 
Stewart Hilts: The Ravines of Toronto 
Jack Cranmer-Byng: The Role of the T.F.N.C. in the Urban Environment 

Order your copy from: 
Canadian Na.tu.re Federation, 46 Elgin St., Ottawa, Ont. KlP 5K6 

and enclose $4.oo per copy. 
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THE SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER AT HAMILTON 

by Robert Curry 

(Ed: Thanks to the Hamilton Naturalists' Club for the following excerpt from 
their Newsletter 'The Wood Duck', January, 1976 issue. The full account can 
be read from the Club's copy which will be on the literature desk at the March 
meeting. 

In this excerpt I have left out the background events leading to the bird's 
identification. I have included the full identification notes: someday -
~aybe -- this might help you identify the second Ontario bird on the Leslie 
Street headlands,) 

The Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Erolia acuminata) at Dundas Marsh in late November 
and early December of last year (1975) may be the rarest bird ever observed in 
the Hamilton Region. Certainly it aroused more interest in the birding commun~ 
ity of Ontario and surrounding states and received more publicity in the media 
than any bird in the memory of this observer. 

Birders attempting to find good descriptions and illustrations of the bird be
fore and after their observations were mostly disappointed. ht best a few words 
of description and a misleading illustration are found in most popular guides. 
What follows is a description based primarily upo~ my three studies of the bird 
supplemented by those of others who noted other features. Bob Westmore, for in
stance, sent me a very good detailed description which in itself leaves no ques
tion as to the correct identity. 

When the bird flew in on Tuesday morning, December 2, I was struck by how un
cannily like a Buff-breasted Sandpiper it appeared in flight (hence hlan 
Wormington's identification of a flying bird in poor light is quite understand
able). The warm buff breast and long slender wings on which it gracefully and 
·easily swo?ped are exactly the keys used for the Buff-breasted. It even had 
dirty white wing linings! But the plaintive 'tweep' it uttered several times 
while flying was the give-a-way at this point. No other shorebird I know has a 
call like this, the two-syllabled 'cher-wee' of the Semipalmated Plover being 
the only sound even coming close. 

In addition, on· the ground the bird was separated from the Pectoral,buff-breasted 
and Baird's Sandpipers by a number of plumage and structural features: 

1) The combination of longish (as long as the head) and slightly downcurved bill 
and two whitish lines on each side of the upperparts eliminated all but the 
Pectoral. 

2) The breast was a rich ochre-buff. This extended further down at the sides 
than in the middle unlike the Pectoral which has a straight across band. In addi
tion to the different colour and shape this band was an even wash rather than com
posed of streaks. It did, however, have a quite distinct definition from the 
whitish belly, a point on which the guides are misleading. 

3) One of the most striking features of this bird was a rufous cap set off by the 
strong white superciliary stripes which extended onto the nape. At close range 
the cap was seen to be composed of reddish stripes on a brown ground but at any 
distance it looked,as Chauncey Wood said, like a Tree Sparrow's cap. 
4) Bob Westmore noted at close range the gr eenish-yellow legs, a good feature to 
distinguish it from the Pectoral which has quite bright yellow legs. 
5) The bird definitely seemed shorter necked, shorter legged and had longer wings 
than the Pectoral giving it a long low look quite unlike the upright carriage of 
Pectoral Sandpiper. 13 



BIRD STUDY WORKSHOP 

Two four-day sessions of ornithological training for up to 6 students aged 14 
through 16 will be held at the Long Point Bird Observatory during late June and 
late August, 1976. (exact dates to be announced later). These workshops will 
include an intensive introduction to techniques of censusing, trapping and band
ing birds, skinning and preparation of specimens, and an introduction to bird 
identification and behaviour. All training will be under the direction of ex
perienced ornithologists. The course is intended for young people who already 
have some knowledge of birds and have a serious interest in learning more about 
field ornithology and bird study. Successful completion of the course will help 
qualify students for positions at the Observatory as summer assistants. 

The cost of the course will be $30.00, including room and board at the Observa
tory Headquarters building. Some financial assistance may be available. 

Because we hope the participants will have a genuine interest in working with 
birds, we require each applicant to write a letter stating name, age and address, 
and explaining the extent of his or her background and interest in birds. The 
letter should also give the name and address of an adult (preferably a teacher 
or naturalist a_cquaintance) who could provide a recommendation. Applications 
should be sent by March 31, 1976 to: 

Bird Study Workshop, Long Point Bird Observatory, Box 160, Port Rowan, NOE lMO. 

*************************** 
COMING EVENTS 

ROYAL CANADIAN INSTITUTE - Information 922-2804 
Saturday evening lectures, Convocation Hall, University of Toronto, 8:15 p.m. 

March 6 - "Adam Smith - The Man". Illustrated with slides. Dr. W. E. Swinton, 
Professor Emeritus, Department of Zoology, University of Toronto. 

March 13 - "Botanical Gardens - a new Canadian Experience". Illustrated with 
colour slides. Leslie L. Laking, Director, Royal Botanical Gardens, Hamilton, 
Ontario. 

March 20 - "J.B. Tyrrell and the Canadian Sub-Arctic". Illustrated with colour 
slides. George J. Luste, Associate Professor, Department of Physics, 
University of Toronto. 

ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM - Information 928-3690 

Sunday Family Films - Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
March 7 · - City Tree; You can't see the Wood; Gingerbread; Sam Maloof:Woodworker. 
March 14 - Evolution; Lizard Mosaic (about Chameleons); High Arctic; Life onthe 

Land; The Scream of a Butterfly; Search into White Space (about Arctic research) 
March 21 - Ukaliq; The Raft. 
March 28 - Chicken Soup; Herring belt; The Perlmutar Story. 

THE BRUCE TRAIL 

Tuesday, April 6. Time: 8:30 p.m. Place: Guildwood Public Library, 
Guildwood Plaza, Guildwood Parkway at Livingston Road,Scarborough. 

Ron Baylis, Executive of the Toronto Bruce Trail Club, will give an illustrated 
talk on - "Niagara to Tobermory - The Bruce Trail". There will be a display 
with photos, maps, etc. Slides and a color movie of the Niagara Escarpment 
will be shown. 
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POSITIONS OPEN AT LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY: 1976 

The following positions are expected to be open in 1976. Applications stating 
qualifications, experience, and time available, and giving names of one or two 
people who can be referred to for recommendations, should be made in writing 
by March 5, 1976 to: 

David J. T. Russell, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario. NOE lMO. 

LPBO WARDEN 

The warden will be responsible for operation of one of the Observatory's field 
stations on Long Point. Primary responsibilities will be for maintaining the 
facilities of the station, for communications, and for transportation of supp
lies and personnel to and from the mainland, but the warden will also be expected 
to work with volunteers on migration observation, banding and special projects. 
Essential qualifications include some knowledge and experience of maintenance 
work on buildings, boats, and related equipment, ability to operate boats, and 
ability to work with volunteers and other Observatory personnel. in -isolated condi
tions. Other desirable qualifications include experience and interest in bird 
identification, banding and other fi.eldwork; and car ownership and possession of 
a driving license. The appointment will be from April 1 to October 31, but 
applications are welcome from anyone available £or a large part of this period. 
Remuneration will be in the range of $350. - $400. per month, depending on 
experience. 

*********** 

OBSERVATORY ASSISTANTS 

Two or more Observatory Assistants will be required in 1976, to assist in var
ious phases of the Observatory's program including any or all of the following: 

maintenance and operation of physical facilities including buildings, boats, 
traps, etc., clerical work and typing, migration observation and banding, 
breeding bird censuses, special research projects on migrant or breeding 
birds, educational program, etc. 

During the summer months these positions have often been filled by high school 
or university students, but persons of any age or experience are invited to 
apply, provided they are available for periods of at least a month. Openings 
are not confined to the summer vacation period, however, and applications will 
be particularly welcome from people available at other times of the year. 
Successful applicants will be provided with room and board at the Observatory, 
and can expect to benefit from extensive training a nd experience in various 
aspects of the program; but the positions will probably carry no reumneration. 

THINGS TO REMEMBER! 

************* 
***************** 

Audubon Wildlife Film night - Eaton Auditorium - 8:15 p.m. 

Thursday, March 18 - "The Vanishing Eden" 

Flower and Garden Show - March 9 to March 14 - Automotive Building, C.N. E. 
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FLOWER AND GARDEN SHOW - MI1RCH 9 - March 14 2 1976 

Place: Automotive Building, C.N.E. 

~he response for volunteers has been wonderful. While the day-time shifts are 
taken care of, we would like to have the evening times filled. Would you be 
able to help us out from 8:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.? 

Daytime: 422-4830 after 9:00 p.m. 925-0549 (never too late) 

We are still looking for a terrarium - fresh plant material - planted wild 
ferns, etc. 

Should we need card tables, would you be able to help us out? These would be 
needed to display posters, etc., 

*************** 

ON THE SUBJB:::T OF HOLIDAYS - WEEKENDS ••• -. ~- •••• 

ONTARIO NATURE TOURS, 71 Thorncliffe Park Dr. #511,Toronto, M4H 113 (421-4537) 
6372 Montrose Road, Niagara Falls, Ont. - Gus Yaki 

can offer you a variety of 'close-to-home' or far-away-places. 

Phone or write for a copy of their latest release. 

a n d 

ENVIRONMENTAL EXPERIENCES CLUB, 2 Nursewood Road, Apt 11, Toronto M4E 3R8 
(699-9211, after 6:00 p.m.) 

offers places in Ontario to explore. 

*************** 
********************* 

REMEMBER: Your Editor is always looking for stories, book reviews, reminiscences 
from you. Deadline for the April issue is March 10th. 

Newsletter Production: 
Hattie Beeton, 1164 Broadview Avenue 
Toronto, Ont. M4K 2S5 (422-4830) 

LAST CALL for membership dues •••• 

EDITOR: 
Elmer Talvila 

-.12 Cranleigh Court, Islington, Ont. 
M9f, 3Y3 ( 231-1064) 

Should you have overlooked mailing in your remittance, won't you do it 

RIGHT NOW? Don't wait for spring ••• do it NOW! 

Order forms have been included in previous Newsletters •.• new stencils have 
been made including the Postal Code what a 'pity' it would be not to use 
them for future Newsletter mailings to you (only Canada, as you know, will have 
such a code system!). 
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