
• 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST 

¥hat's so interesting? 

Number 340, May, 1981 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
& 

PUBLICATION SALES 
83 Joicey Blvd .. Toronto, Ont., M5M 2T4 

or call: 488-7304 

See pa~e J4 



TFN 340 

--------------------- REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE:--------------------

During the 1980-1981 year the B'.>ard of Directors .of the TFN has consisted of 
the following persons; 

PRESIDENT - Helen Juhola 
VICE-PRESIDENT - :Erian Gray (resigned) 
IMMED. PAST-PRESIDENI' - v.esley Hancock 

Directors due to retire in 1981 - *Linda Cardini 
John Riley 
Mary Smith 

Directors due to retire in 1982 - Laura Greer 
Jean Macdonald 

*Mark Sawyer (resigned) 
Directors due to retire in 198J - Dave Eroughton 

Wi.llace Platts 
Steve Varga 

'lhe lbminating Committee, consisting of TFN's three most recent Past-Presidents, 
recommends the following slate of nominees to the Ebard for the 1981-1982 year, 

PRESIDENT - Helen Juhola 
VICE-PRESIDENT - Red Mason 

Directors to retire in 1984 - Beth Jefferson 
Bruce Parker 
Robin Po-well 

*Director to serve for one y6a.r, taking Mark Sawyer's place 
in the group to retire in 1982 - Linda Cardini 

'!he TFN's By--La.w }h. 1, Section 3(c), provides that "nominations may be 
proposed in writing to the Secretary, by any three members of the Corporation" 
(i.e. the TFN) "accompanied by the written consent of the nominee. Such 
nominations shall be published in the September issue of the Newsletter, and 
the names of such nominees shall be added to the list of candidates submitted 
by the tbminating Committee and shall be presented to the Annual Meeting .. for 
election by ballot by those members present at the meeting. 
lbte, Material for publication in the September Newsletter must be delivered 
to the Secretary on or before July 15, 1981. 

Wesley Hancock, 

t> Secretary: Linda Cardini 
105 Gilmour Ave. 
Toronto, Ont. , M6T Jl:Q 

<llairman, Nominating Committee. 

t> 
If you are interested in participating in(or sponsoring a participant in)the 
BATU.TE BIRDATHON (any day April 25 to May 24, 1981), contact Toronto Bird 
Observatory, 745 Gerrard St. &st, Toronto M4M 1Y5• 

50% of the funds raised will go to our Toronto Bird Observatory, the balance 
to the James L. Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Research and Preservation and 
the Long Point Bird Observatory. 
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OUTINGS REPORT 
FiBRUARY 1981 

Hornhills, alligators, White-handed Gibbons and Snowy Owls - seems to be 
'getting hard to tell what part of the world we' re in when the TFN goe·s 
sketching (Metro Zoo, Feb. 14). Russian Olive, ~uropean Larch, Japanese 
Maple and Japanese Katsura•the trees are just as exotica only this time 
we were in the Pine Hills Cemetecy during the first of the three explorations 
of Taylor Creek. Over JO ~different trees were reported on this outing (Feb. 
8) along with 10 species of birds, a red fox and the tracks of a muskrat. 
On the second Taylor Creek Exploration (Feb. -15) at the Warden Woods it was 
noted that there was c~ntinuous erosion of the bank on the outside of ·the 
curve of the creek, where a 5' clay-and-shale bank released small slides 
every few seconds - a graphic example of how a ' creek moves across a valley. 
A Kestrel and a Red-tailed Hawk were among the birds found on this outing. 
From the report received,the Toronto Islands outing (Feb. 21) appears to 
have been productive and enjoyable. "The group fe:ri;'ied across the Western 
Gap where a TTC bus drove us across the tarmac to the gate at Hanlan's ~oint. 
From here we walked and observed, going to the outer beach, then the trout 
pond, filtration plant, nature reserve, boardwalk, a side trip to Snake ls., 
then along to the Eastern Gap. Most members saw the Great horned Owl on 
Snake Island but shortly we decided to 'let it be' and hope it nested suc
cessfully. Other birdlife (27 species in all including 10 waterfowl) 
indicated the fringe period bringing winter departures and spring arrivals. 
Redheads, Horned Larks, Robins, Red-tailed Hawks, Crows, llldsquaws , Common 
Golden-eyes, Bufflehead, scaup, Gadwall, Hairy and l>owny Woodpecker, Mourn
ing Doves, Tree Sparrows, and Great lila ck- backed Gull were among the species 
listed on thts mild and pleasant walk." 

The Necropolis, like many cemeteries in 1-ietro, is a good place to study 
trees from around the world. Some of the trees noted on the Feb. 1st out
ing included 1-~etro's largest Hedge Maple, a Japanese \~ite i'ine with 3 , 4 
and 5 clusters of curly needles and Metro's second Turkey Oak ( presently 
only 18 inches high). 

We had two 'innings• this month. The first, Centennial Greenhouses (Feb. 
11), found that there had been "astonishing growth in one year, many in
teresting blooms on cacti and succul.4Jnt plants. The north greenhouse was 
all colour and fragrance with spring bulbs in flower." Arrangements had 
been made with the manager of the North York Greenhouses to answer questions 
and our group WAI given a tour behind the scen~s and ~hown hundreds of tiny 
s eedlings (Feb. 25). This visit ended with a tour through Gibson House . 

Again this month the outings <and innings) have shown us how fortunate we. 
are in having such a variety and abundance of nature within our city. The 
following list shows the date, location and leader of the February TFN 
outings with the number of participants in brackets. 
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outings ReJ?Qrt - continued 

Animal Farm, Necropolis 
Pine Hills Cemetery 
Centennial Greenhouses 
Metro Zoo 

Mary Smith (12) Lower Lbn 
Pat McCaw (31) Taylor Creek 

Feb. 1 
Feb. 8 
Feb.11 
Feb.14 
Feb.15 
Feb.21 
Feb.22 
Feb.2.5 

warden W:>ods 
Toronto Islands 
Victoria Park i-k3st 
~brth York Greenhouses 

Billie Bridgman (11) Etobicoke 
Paul Harpley ( 4) Sketching 

Mary Smith, Clla.r lie Crosgrey( JO ) Taylor Creek 
1-ally Platts (22) Birds 
Steven Price (25) Taylor Creek 
Eileen Oiopping ( 24) 

Iruce D. Parker 

The Botany Group meetings held in January, February and March, 
conducted by our energetic Chairperson, Isabel Smaller, were 
well attended. 

On January 20 our speaker was Ian MacDonald who is a free lance 
botanist. In his talk entitled, "Flora of Killarney Park and 
La Cloche Mountaina••tie used dried~plant specimens and coloured 
slides to augment a most interesting presentation. 

Our speaker on February 17 was Christine Manville of the Botany 
Department of the Royal Ontario Museum. In presenting her subject 
11Hosses" she used pictures she had taken as well a s some she had 
obtained from Al Hanners. In addition, she had prepared a display 
of live specimens for viewing. She covered the various types of 
mosses and outlined the identifying features of each family, which 
did much to enhance the knowledge of those present. At this 
meeting Isabel Smaller presented to the Botany Group the three 
binders made up of components of the "Canadian Wildflowers" 
calendars which she has been compiling, aided by some submissions 
from our members. 

At the March 17 meeting Isabel Smaller and her sister, Helen 
Ritter, were the featured speakers. Helen presented a slide show 
entitled, 11 Alpine Meadows" which showed many species of wildflowers, 
which she identified, as well as some breathtaking photographs of 
the Swiss mountain scenery. Isabel showed slides and discussed the 
flora of the western mountains which ranged all the way from Pike's 
Peak in Colorado to Jasper in the Canadian Rockies. In the Hawaiian 
part of her talk she covered mountain plants in Hawaii, Maui and 
Kauai. 

Again the showing of slides submitted by our members was an enjoy
able feature of all three meetings. The subjects ranged from one 
specimen to a series of flower parts in highly proficient close-up 
shots. Slides shown were those of Betty Greenacre, Jay Cook, 
Edith Cosens, Al Hanners, Emerson Skelton, T. McCallum, Arnold 
Myers, Dorothy McNaughton, Isabel Smaller, and Charles Young. 

Charlie Crosgrey 
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TRACKING THE GIANT CANADAS 

Giant Canada Geese, banded in southern Ontario during their 
summer flightless period, have been found near James Bay less 
than six months later. For reasons yet unknown, says the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources, there is growing evidence that 
Canada Geese may undertake long distance flights at unexpected 
times. 

My interest in the flights of Canada Geese began one cold after
noon last spring. My wife and I were birding along the Humber 
River at James Gardens. Mallards and Canada Geese were not 
surprising finds but some of the geese had a small metal band 
on one leg and a large colour band on the other one. With 
binocul ar s it was easy to read the letters and numbers on the 
colour bands. I jotted them down and later reported t hem t o the 
Canadi an Wildlife Service, in the hope of receiving a letter 
telling me where and when these birds had been banded. 

By a roundabout route my letter reached the Wildlife Branch of 
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources at Maple. Harr y Lumsden , 
Research Scientist there, wrote me and enclosed a report on t he 
Ministry's geese-banding program. In 1974 they started to put 
numbered colour plastic bands on giant Canada Geese in southern 
Ontario. The bands can be read without the birds having to be 
shot or trapped and the Ministry hopes to receive reports - to 
supplement those sent in by hunters - on the whereabouts ~f the 
geese. Each band carries a code of one letter and two or three 
numbers, white on red, or black on either yellow or green. The 
bands can be read with binoculars at 60 to 80 yards or at 300 
yards wi th a telescope. 

Since this program began, the Ministry ha~ landed about 6,000 
giant Canadas in southern Ontario, most with colour bands • . tll 
carry the regulation aluminum leg bands issued by the Canadian 
Wildlife Service which are recorded at the US Fish and Wildl ife 
Service registry in Laurel, Maryland. The highly visible pl a stic 
bands increase the chances of the geese being reported. In fact 
early returns from the colour-banding program indicate that re
ports may be received on half the geese, compared with about a 
third on the geese carrying only regulation aluminum bands. 

Not only has the post-molt flight to James Bay been noted but 
patterns of winter migration are becoming better known as more 
and more reports are received. The }linistry's report points out 
that southern Ontario giant Canadas heading south for the winter 
seem to be joining up with northern geese that belong to three 
populations: 

1. The Mid-Atlantic population comes from Ungava through ea stern 
Ontario to the Atlantic coastal states. 
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2. The Tennessee Valley population breeds on Akimiski Island 
in James Bay and at the southern end of the bay. It moves 
through southwestern Ontario to winter in Tennessee and 
Alabama. 

3. The Mississippi Valley population breeds west of James Bay 
across e~treme northern Ontario. This group migrates mostly 
through Wisconsin to winter in Illinois and Kentucky, with 
only a few birds moving through southwestern Ontario. 

The Ministry hopes that more birders spotting the colour-banded 
geese will report the colours, letter/number code, date, and 

f\... location to the Director, Wildlife Branch, Cntario Ministry of 
V Natural Resources, P. 0. Box 50, Maple, Ontario, LOJ lEO. 

Oh, those geese my wife and I saw on the Humber? Well, one was 
an adult male that had been banded on Toronto Island three and 
a half years earlier. Another had been banded as a gosling on 
the Gormley Green golf course in June 1977. A third had picked 
up its colour band at Newmarket in June 1978. Nothing very 
special, I guess. But as Harry Lumsden says, "The reports we 
are receiving from Ontario and many states in the US are going 
to help us to know much more about the movements of the giant 
Canadas." 

So when you are out birding, keep an eye for high-stepping geese 
showing off their colour bands - they're trying to tell you 
something. 

Harold Taylor 

THE SHOW MUST GO ON ( ? ) 

rte have to make a decision about our booths at the Canadian National 
Sxhibition and at the Sportsmen's Show. Do we continue them or do we 
not? '!hey involve much carrying, lifting a.nd general slugging, 'Which in 
the past has been done by a group of older ladies 'Who now feel that they 
have had enough of the physical wrk. 'r.e need to know 

1) Are the booths serving any useful purpose? 

2) Are there enough able-bodied reliable persons 
who will donate a few hours to moving or assembling 
display materials? 

If you think the booths should be continued, a.nd if help in assembling the 
display is forthcoming, we shall take on the Exhibition, but otherwise 
perhaps it wuld be wiser to drop it. 1...e should like your opinion and an 
offer to help by 1-1'.ay 11..-, 1981. Urgent. 

6 
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Dear TFN Member, 'lhe Jim &Lillie Nat1ll'e Reserve, an oasis of peace and 
tranquility, is yours. You are invited to enjoy it. 

Before your visit, I highly recomrnerxi that you buy a copy of' the Guide to the 
Jim J!.j11ie Nature Reserve, available at the monthly meetings at O,I,S,E, 
($1.25) or from BJ Joicey Blvd., Toronto M.5M 2T4 , (488-7304) at $1,50• 
'lhe guide contains all the information needed to help you enjoy the reserve, 
'lhe padlock combination is 24-J0-4. 'Ihere is a picnic shelter with tables 
and t-wo toilets at strategic locations. In addition to the trail map, the 
guide contains lists of plants and birds of the reserve. Any species not 
listed should be reported to: Clive C-oodwin (Birds); John ten &-uggenkate 
(Plants); John IDwe-Wylde (Mammals), 

Call me if you have any questions concerning the reserve or require trans
portation. I usually check the reserve every :nonth arxi always have a oouplo 
of empty seats. 

On my February 8th visit, the snow (12-14 .. deep) was excellent for snow
shoeing, All trails were OK, with tracks of four pairs of snowshoes along 
the river in an upstream direction, I saw crows, chickadees, grouse and 
Hairy vbodpeckers. 'lhe many tracks in the snow were mostly those of porcupine , 
am hares with some mice, :&-ljoyed the beauty of reeds and grasses browned by 
fall, the lichens on the tree-trunks, the taste of m.ite cedar-tips, the faint 
odour of balsam buds, creamy clumps of everlasting above the snow, and the 
siJhouettes of trees as I looked east from the shelter-.and beyond the fa11:mers' 
fields. 

John lcwe-~lde 
( 284-.5628) 

MANNI?lr THE 3X>THS 

I have had one or two phone calls from people .,tio have manned our l::iooths other 
years and were understandably distressed at not being asked for the ~portsmen's 
Show, One caller even -wondered if her effort had not been satisfactory and 
that we did not want her again, Such an idea could not be farther from. our 
thoughts, and if I outline our telephoning methods, it might explain any 
omissions. 

We first of' all arrange the names of previous workers,and as many new members 
as we can, in a long alphabetical list, ~ then cut the list in as many pieces 
as there are days in the show - ten for the Sportsmen's and twenty for the 
Exhibition. F.a.ch piece is given to a member of the telephoning committee "tt.io 
fills one day's shifts - usually with six people, If she fills her schedule 
before she reaches yt:>ur name on her list, she of course doesn't phone you. 
The only sure way of r,,orking a shift at our booth is to phone and volunteer, 
You can then choose your time. Do try it. It helps us tooo 

·Laura Greer 

1980 INDEX 

[> Copies of the 1980 Newsletter Index will be. available at the May meeting. 
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A BUTTERFLY WORTH KNOWING 
Have you ever noticed small, orange-brown butterflies weaving their way 
through the grasses in fields and waste places during early summer? These 
insects are European skippers. Avoiding, for the most part, the darting, 
territorial combats typical of most kinds of skippers, they 11 skip 11 along in 
leisurely fashion, minding their own business. 

The European skipper (Thymelicus lineola), as the name implies, is not native 
to this continent. It was first discovered in North America near London, 
Ontario in 1910. By the early 1930's it had spread to Michigan and Ohio. 
The late Stuart L. Thompson (TFN President 1927-29) first noticed the European 
skipper in Toronto about 1945 and commented on the fl uc tuation of its numbers. 
In the early 1950's it was exceedingly common everywhere in Toronto. A dozen 
or so could easily be caught with one sweep of the net. On some occasions a 
few larvae of this species would be found entrapped in the netting along with 
the fluttering adults. So great were the numbers that many picnickers, leav
ing High Park, would inadvertently carry the skippers attached to their cloth
ing on to the Bloor streetcars. By the time the eastbound cars had reached 
Dundas Street, the little tawny forms found their way to the windows, much to 
the amusement or consternation of the passengers. Around this time the Euro
pean skipper appeared in small numbers in Pennsylvania and reached Illinois by 
1957. In the 1960's lepidopterists collected the skipper at scattered points 
in northern Ontario, and it was sighted in Newfoundland in 1977. 
Why did it spread so quickly? Entomologists believe its rapid dispersal was 
the result of corrrnercial hay shipments. The European skipper is a grass 
feeder, timothy being a favourite. It is now a serious pest in eastern 
Canada. Some areas in Quebec are heavily infested and there is an urgent 
need for a control program. 
Let's take a closer look at Thymelicus lineola. As stated earlier, its 
flight is slower and more sluggish than most Ontario skippers. A hand lens 
also reveals that its antennae are elongate. They do not end as a hooked tip 
like those of most of our skippers. Male and female are similarly coloured; 
however, the former has a conspicuous black line or dash in the central area 
of the upper forewing with a second short dash below it. 
On your nature rambles this summer, watch out for this diminutive skipper and 
think of its interesting history. If you look closely you might be lucky and 
see a rare variety of the European skipper -- a pale, whitish form, quite 
di sti net from its orange brethren, and worth seeking. 

Bil 1 Edmonds 

Ant~r,r1<1 oF fh ·1 l CY\1/\ ' t o l 
M o.st ,51,,·r'f-::r·s E q , r, f <' " n ~',' r.·, ff' c· y· 
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AN UNUSUAL PAIRING OF TWO HAIRSTREAK SPECIES 
The hairstreaks are relatively small fast-flying butterflies that get their 
co,anon name from the fine, narrow lines or 11streaks 11 on the undersides of 
their wings. Most species in our area also have red and blue spots and hair
like "tails" on the hindwings. The adults are usually found in colonies, some 
quite local, and seldom stray far from their habitat. 

Near Lambton Park, Toronto, is an open area of oak woods where five species 
of hairstreaks breed. A late spring in 1980 delayed the emergence of the 
butterflies and on a TFN outing to the site we observed only two species, and 
these in low numbers. Two years before to the day (July 6, 1978) this very 
spot was alive with hairstreaks. Scores of butterflies were seen chasing 
one another above the foliage, then breaking away suddenly and descending 
to perch on a favourite flower such as milkweed, dogbane, or New Jersey tea. 
From a distance I noticed a mated pair of hairstreaks on a milkweed leaf. 
This wasn't so unusual as others had been seen that day and in past seasons; 
however, close examination revealed a remarkable event -- a mated pair con
sisting of Satyrium edwardsii (male) and a Satyrium acadica (female). The 
two species are noticeably different in appearance. Edwards' hairstreak is 
predominantly light brown on the lower sides, while the Acadian hairstreak 
has a pale gray lighter ground colour with the spots more contrasted. The 
former feeds in the larval stage on oak, while the latter is a willow feeder. 
After a few anxious moments I was able to capture the still-mated pair. Un
fortunately the female acadica did not cooperate in laying eggs! The 
experience, however, was one I did not expect to observe and apparently this 
interspecific mating is of rare occurrence in the butterfly world. 
For the reader, A Field Guide to the Butterflies by Klots (Peterson Field Guide 
Series) and Butterflies and Moths by Mitchell and Zim (Golden Nature Guide) 
are two popular publications that depict both species of hairstreaks. 

How far to the pa.rk? 
Nature has come 

to meet me -
It's starting to rain. 

(ha.iku by 
Diana Banville) 

Bill Edmonds 

Acadio.r, Hairstreak' 
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/ THE FUTURE OF THE SPIT 7 7 
Imagine the possibilities of developing the Leslie landfill Spit. After plans 
have been suhnitted and approved, the landscapers could take over. 'lhe first 
step "WOuld be to bulldoze the asters, snapdragons, sweet peas, sunflowers, 
evening primroses and goldenrods so that some cultivated flowers could be 
planted. You see, these require maintenance · and we can be assured of jobs for 
the future. 'Ihe next step is to chop down the black locusts, red maples, 
eastern cottonwoods and crack willows so we can plant some exotic trees. 
Don't forget that we are getting these trees from the nursery at a special 
discount since the landscapers usua.lly have special connections with the 
owners. Nurseries supply some great trees. For example, there is the Norway 
maple mich looks like our native sugar maple but turns a dull brown in the 
autumn. 'Ihen there is the Austrian pine - you know ,...he one that looks like 
the plastic trees used around gas stations. Another big seller is the honey 
locust l-hich can be made to order. It is available in the same colours as my 
electric guitar - gold, ruby or sunburst. It can also come with or without 
thorns and with or without seeds. It doesn't provide shade nor shelter but 
grass grows well under it. 

One thing a landscaper must eliminate is mammals. All the meadow voles, 
rabbits and muskrats have to go or they may eat the precious plants. '!his 
can be easily accomplished by chopping do'itl'.l all the wild underbrush and 
vascular plants followed up by . a few pushes ..ii.th a bulldozer. We can be 
sure that the insect-eating birds "WOn't be back as all the new trees are 
sprayed regularly and t.11.e shrubs are all cut down. llLth a little mrk we 
could make '!he Spit just the same as your own backyard, only a lot further. 

'Ihe next thing we need is parking facilities and roads. It seems people don't 
like to walk around a pa.rk any more if they can stay in their cars. Some 
people even walk their dogs w.t.'fiout ever leaving their automobiles. '!hey just 
let Rover run behind chasing gulls and yellow.i.ng the grass. 'Iha big bonus is 
no more "stoop and scoop poop". A minimum proportion of about 30% asphalt 
will keep the motorists happy. 

Next -we need some buildings - starting ..ii.th a few lavatories ..ii.th plumbing. 
oh: ~ forgot to lay the sewers. Looks like we'll have to rip up the grass 
again. Bring back the bulldozers: 'lhen for some booths - we can invite food
vendors in. They buy tons of pulp from Canadians to !llB.ke all those wrappers 
for their burgers. 'Ibey use more paper than just about anybody; it's a good 
thing we keep the grass short out on '!he Spit.; those papers are a lot easier 
to pick up that way. 

~11, we have gotten rid of all the ma..1'11ntals and warblers but there still seems 
to be a lot of ducks out in that protected bay. How could we get rid of than? 
I have the perfect solution. 1 .. ~•11 let the affluent boa.ting community in with 
their yachts. Although our la.kefront is covered with yacht clubs, they are 
always willin6 to acquire more space. Some of the boaters vrill appreciate the 
roads on The Spit; luggine all that beer out to the ooat can be hard work. If 
they don't take the boats out in the lake much, at least they can spond time 
moored at the dock mile sunbathing and listenine to rock and roll. Onco in a 
mlle thoy can go for a fa.st ride to empty their sewage. Spee<linf~ past the 
ducks a few times, the bonters wilJ scare them off for us. 
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Isn't it strange that the people mo used to come here aren't around any more? 
I guess the cars racing up and down have driven the cyclists and joggers away 
and the oil slicks on the water have discouraged the swimmers, but my have the 
bird-watchers left? W:3 still have lots of birds here. Just look at all those 
black speckly ones with the short tails. '!here must be ten thousand in that 
flock. rte also have hundreds of pigeons on the parking lot. I like the built
in oil slick around their necks and the funny way they move their heads mP-n 
they walk. I wonder if those birders ever noticed th.at before? 

'Ihis could be the fate of The Spit or it could be a 
~nderful natural place tee.ming with ra.re and unusual 
wildlife and plants. It is up to us to make our 
preferences known. 1.-.hat has been fantasiz~d above has 
already occurred at such landfill areas as Humber Pay 
Park and Bluffer's Park. Let's not let it happen at 
'Ihe Spit. 

Roger Powley 

..,. y 

,ua LAKE/ 

I ¼TE SPRING BIRDING wj:kzjms / 

If you want to visit POINT PELEE, RONDEAU PROVINCIAL PARK, ST. CLAIR l~ATIONAL 
WILDLIFE SAi.\'CTUARY and other good birding areas down Cllatham way, 'k"8ekends 
between May 1 and June 14, call VIA RAIL or your travel agent to find out ~ich 
weekend VI.A tours will be heading in the desired direction. $1JJ double, $168 
single including 2 nights• accommodation and tl-JO lunches. (If this sort of 
guided tour is .bat you need, -we suggest you have your riame put on the VIA RAIL 
mailing-list. \-.e often rec~ive their notice too late to publish their March 
and April tours.) 
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!TORONTO Ri£10N 51RU R~GUkUS, Fi.iliRUARY 1981J 

As many as five flocks of Wbistling ~wans totalling 126 individuals were 
noted along the waterfront fron1 ~,imico to Whitby on Feb. 28 (JKJ. Un the 
same day a Whooper Swan which was at Cranberry 1-,arsh (l'H) was probably one of 
the two which spent January and most of February at Oakville. The settling 
ponds of the Leslie St. sewage plant were occupied by 164 Gadwall and only a few 
Mallards and lilack lJucks on Feb. 14 (b~). A ~intail at the Hearn ~lant on 
Feb. 14 (SS) was a wintering bird but one at Rattray' s harsh on r"'eb. 21 Ci W) 
and 12 at ~orner ~1arsh of Feb. 28 (JK) were early migrants • . Other reports 
of wintering waterfowl included 45 Redheads at the Argo Rowing Club on Feb. 
5 ( Chl..W), a female Harlequin J.>uck at Nimico on Feb. 14, and a Hooded Nergan-
ll!: at the hearn Plant on Feb. 7 (JK). Seven Red-brea ..; ted hergansers were 
at the Eastern Headland on Feb. 21 (Si', VH). 

Only one report was received for each of the accipiters - Coofier's Hawk (hK) , 
Sharp-shinned Hawk (AD) and Goshawk (Rh). The first migrant larsh haw\5 was 
noted flying north-east at Whitby on Feb. 28 (JK). Hoth a Gyrfalcon and a 
~eregrine Falson were seen by many observers along the waterfront at Wh i tby 
throughout the month. The Sandhill Crane which appeared at the he tro zoo 
in late December was still present at the end of February. 

The highest reported count of Greater lilack-backed Gulls was of 22 at the 
Hear~ ~lant on Feb. 14 (B~). ~ Lesser lilack-backed Gull at Bronte on Feb. 
2 was seen alongside a ~reater lilack-backed Gull (v.t1, T~). Only 2 Sno\ol)' 
Owls were reported, one at Whitby on Feb. 14 (JG, J~-~) and one at the East
ern Headland on Feb. 21 (S~, VH). A barred Owl, 7 Long-eared Uwl§ and a~
whet Owl were all reported from the Shoal J:oint 1-/oods during late February. 
Other owls reported were 5 Long-eared and a Saw-whet at ~lairevi l le. 

The mild spell which began about Feb. 14 resulted in an early influx of 
migrants including 3 American Coots on Feb. 22 (HH), a Killdeer at Rattray's 
Marsh on Feb. 21 (i'W), a Belted Kingfisher at Rexdale on Feb. 23 (MK), 
Horned Larks on Feb. 14 {B~, SS), Redwinged Blackbirds on feb. 15 (JK) and 
Feb. 21 (HC), a Common Grackle on Feb. 15 in Woodbridge (AO) and a few 
lirowo-headed Cowbirds by the end of the month. 

A .l>lack-billed Magpieseen flying over the corner of Yonge and York ~lills on 
Feb. 21 may have been an escapee . A Carolina \fren was in the 4lst Lynde 
Ravine on Feb. 5 (wS) and one which has been in the same part of Thistle
town for twc years was still present at the end of February. !he F1eldfare 
in Islington was seen by an estimated 2500 people by Feb. 9 but became more 
difficult to find after mid-February. As if the presence of rarities such 
as the Fieldfare and the Sandhill Crane all month weren't enough a Townseqg'§ 
Solitaire was reported regularly from Feb. 14 to the end of the month at the 
Shoal l:'oint Woods (BG, t-1S, HG and others). The last of this winter's few 
Northern Shrikes were one in Vaughan Twsp. on F'eb. 6 (.t\l>) and one at Larub
ton on Feb. 14 (HK). 

No l::yenin& Groab$!alsl ror l•~rple Hnche§ were reported during J:'ebruary but 
Common Redpolls and line Siskins were present throughout the month. Gggunon 
Redpoll numbers peaked in mid-February ( 1500 at Whitby on Feb. 14, HQ') with 
only a few passing through at the end of February. Single Hoary Regpolls 
were found at Whitby on Feb. 14 {.BG) and 15 (DR) and in Vaughan Twsp. on 
Feb. 15 (AU). The only :.-lhite-winged Crossbills of the month were 3 at the 
~tobicoke Creek on Feb. 21 (KB). ~bout 1000 Snow Buntings and 25 Lapland 
Longspurs were at Whitby on Feb. lS (JK). 

le 
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Toronto Region Bird Records - cont'd 

Contributors: Kirsten Burling, Hugh Currie, Arnold Dawe, Jack Cranmer-liyng, 
Brian Gibson, Jacques Gravel, l 'eter Hamel, Heather Harris, Verna Higgins, 
John Kelley, Harry Kerr 1 Mark Kubisz, ·wm. C. l-1ansell, Red Mason, Bruce 1:'arker, 
Steve Price, Dave Ruch, William Smith, Murray Speirs, Shirley Stear, Tom 
Swift, Chip Weseloh, Linda 14eseloh, Wendy White. :t'aul 1-lhite. 

Ruth Airey, Ray Faraday, Joan Foote, Nora Lem. 

Everyone is invited to contribute his/her observations of birds in the Toronto 
Region. ~lease send your reports to bruce D. ~arker, Tii 66, 109 Valley Woods 
Road, Don Mills, M3A 2R8, or phone 44~-0994 • 

.. 

If ·you're ·so smart ... 
Fill in the missing letters of the caption below the picture Th 
caption describing the picture will phonetically suggest the.freq:er.tly 
mispronounced nam.e of a June-bloomirig Toronto wildflower a Wlit be 
of the buttercup family. ' e mem r 

lL 1:L N 
For answer, see page 21 
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IPPERWASH PROVINCIAL PARK 
(IS PARK STATUS ENOUGH?) 

The shoreline of Lake Huron north of Kettle Point has long been 
a favourite haunt of naturalists as it contains the only tamaracks 
and the most e~tensive stands of white cedar, red pine, red cedar 
and spreading juniper in Lambton County, as well as several sedges, 
grasses and willows found nowhere else in the region. A few cedar
fringed hollows along Ipperwash Beach are among the few places in 
southwestern Ontario where one can see such northern plants as 
bird's-eye primrose (Primula mistassinica) and Romanzoff 1 s ladies
tresses (Spiranthes romanzoffiana) while not far away grow such 
characteristically southern species as tulip tree and sassafras. 

But to naturalists and photographers the real delight has been the 
fantastic displays of wildflowers at Ipperwash Beach. The dry 
dunes and drier open slopes are habitat for orange puccoons (Litho
spermum croceum), blue-mauve blazing stars (Liatris cylindrica), 
yellow fern-leaved false foxgloves (Gerardia pedicularia), blue 
bellflowers (Campanula rotundifolia), white upland asters (Aster 
ptarmicoides) and golden prairie ragwort (Senecio plattensis). 
Around the edges of some of the lower meadows grow the attractive 
blue hearts (Buchnera americana), a very rare plant in Ontario (and 
throughout the northern parts of its range). Flaming stands of 
Indian paintbrush (Castilleja coccinea) surround some meadows. The 
wet meadows themselves contain a spectacular display of wildflowers 
including purple gerardias (two species), '::Jlue gentians (two species), 
spiked blazing-stars (Liatris spicata), and Kalm's lobelias (Lobelia 
Kalmii), yellQW Ohio goldenrod (Sol:tdago ohioensis), white grass-of
Parnassus (Parnassia glauca), false asphodel (Tofieldia glutinosa), 
and orchids - most of them locally rare - including grass pink 
(Calopogon tuberosum), rose pogonia (Pogonia ophioglossoides) and 
ladies-tresses (three species). Orchids have been especially abun
dant along the Ipperwash shoreline. A few sand ridges back from the 
lake, hundreds of ram's head lady-slippers (Cypripedium arietinum) 
could be seen at a glance. The yellow lady's slippers (Sh_ calceolus 
var. pubescens and var. parviflorum) were abundant and moccasin 
flower (C. acaule) was scattered here and t here. Hooker's orchid 
(Platanthera hookeri) and a rare form of autumn coralroot (Coral
lorhiza odontorhiza) were abundant, while putty-root (Aolectru~ 
hyemale) was local. 

Every year the naturalists, photographers, and biologists who visit 
the area from various parts of Ontario, Ohio, and Michigan, are more 
disappointed as they find their favourite stands of wildflower s re
placed by cottages, roads, or even dumps. Usually they find the 
species they are looking for, but each year fewer and fewer speci
mens; for e~ample, the ram ' s head lady-slipper has declined from 
thousands to a ffi!w hundred plants . 

At 1-'inery Provincial JJark road construction and the extension of 
campgrounds destroyed most of one of the impressive wet meadows. 
Now high fences have been erected around the remaining meadow and 
access is limited to guided tours. 

14 
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Some showy vet meadov plants of the Ipperwash - Port Fra.nJts area. 

From left to right : 
grass pink (Cao o on~~). spiked blazin~- star (Liatris soicata), 
rose pogonia Pogonl.a ophioglossoides), Great Plains ladies'-tresses 
(~iranthes magnicwnporum ) , bluehenrts ( Bucnnera americnna ) , ~rnss or 
Parnassus ( Pe.rne.ssie. gle.uce. ) , and ne.rrov- lce.ved frin~ed l(ent ian 
(Gen'tianella c rinita ssp. i'rocera). 15 
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As areas of great botanical interest around Ipperwash Beach are 
converted to campgrounds and parking lots, the change in environ
ment, and competition from introduced plants, causes the few 
remaining patches to dwindle. 

One remaining stronghold was a small but classic e~ample of a wet 
meadow in Ipperwash Provincial Park. Employees of the Ministry of 
Natural Resources, local naturalists, and university-based biologists 
recommended this specific area for preservation. A consultant's 
report requested by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources iden
tified it as the main area of biological significance in Ipperwash 
and recommended its protection. 

During the summer of 1978 a road was built acr0ss the north end of 
the meadow. Fill and debris were spread over the plant community at 
the bottom of the slope and rich loam and grass-seed mi~ were sprayed 
along the bank. In 1979 spring rains washed soil off the road on to 
the western end of the meadow as predicted - despite attempts to 
stabilize the bank. While the stacks of communications between 
Ministry of Natural Resources officials and biologists grow higher, 
the road remains, and the finest e~ample of a wet meadow in south
western Ontario is declining, even though it is located within a 
Provincial Park. The road in question is described as part of 
efforts for "upgrading facilities 11 for the visiting public of Ipper
wash Provincial Park which is repeatedly referred to as a "recreation 
area". Yet the e~traorqinary recreational opportunities which this 
park provides for naturalists, biologists, and photographers is not 
being recognized. 

[> 

Paul M. Gatling & Alf Rider 

TFN SLIDE AND PHOTO LIBRARY 
For over a year, TFN ha.s had an operational slide ana photo library. Most 
of our efforts have concentrated on colour slides as these are more suitable 
for TFN's purposes. We now have 500-plus slides sorted by location and 
stored in binders for easy viewing. Although the library is small, slides 
have been used by U. of T. stoo.ents and Save-the-Rouge group, and 
presentations have been made to Boy Scouts and rate-payers groups. 
The growth of the slide and photo library has been slow -- too slow for 
an organization of our sbe and diverse activities. What growth there has 
been was due to the very generous donations of Helen Juhola., Mary Smith, 
John Riley, Linda ca.rd ini, a.nd Mike Chornopesky. However, ma.ny of' the 
parks, ravines and natural areas within Metro a.re not represented at all 
in the libmry. and donations of' quality slides of birds. insects, 
rodents, amphibians, crustaceans, trees, shrubs, ferns, mosses, grasses, 
and flowering plants are badly needed. If you have any slides of natural 
history subjects in i•'ietro that you could donate, ple&ae let me know. 

-··-·····------

Robin Powell (965•3804) 
Slide and ~hoto Librarian 
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IN SEARCH OF THE RED KITE 

August found me with a precious two weeks vacation to spend as 
best I might. I considered visiting Little Tobago in the Carib
bean to search for the only Bird of Paradise in this hemisphere, 
the Paradisaea apoda. Translated it means "the footless paradise 
bird" so-called because of the myths that the bird never landed 
and that the young hatched on the backs of the males. After 
reading further I discovered that the males have pale yellow eyes 
(ugh!) also do not pair-bond. Instead they hold flamboyant 
dancing parties where the males flaunt their golden plumes and 
squawk "poop poop poop" and "wawk wawk wawk". The dominant male 
leads the dancing, later the females slip off to hatch and rear 
the young entirely on their own. I cannot condone such carrying 
on; so I decided instead to go to Wales to look for the Red Kite 
(Milvus milvus) which, although a scavenger feeding mostly on 
dead sheep, at least does pair-bond and helps to rear the young . 

I flew to Birmingham l:mgland where my sister, Fay, met me one 
sunny morning. "Welcome to Britain, darling", she said, and 
"there is one small problem; I have locked the key in the house, 
and Ernie is away on a nuclear defence course until tomorrow". 

Thirty minutes later I was padding around the flowerbeds of her 
country home looking for a way in. We decided to try for a rather 
high up bathroom window that had been left open for ventilation. 
We piled wood against the wall and I being the taller climbed up 
to squeeze in, feet first. My left foot and leg became quite wet 
on descent, especially as I clutched an old chain for support and 
a gushing noise ensued. With one wet, squelching shoe (new shoes 
too) I padded to the entrance. "Welcome to Britain, darling " , 
she said once more as I let her in. I wouldn't have minded too 
much about my shoe if we hadn't discovered that the French windows 
in the lounge had been open all the time. Not only were they 
unlocked, but open, and a sheep from a nearby farm had strayed in. 
We chased it out. 

The ne~t day Ernie returned from his course ready to drive us to 
Wales, and soon we arrived at a fine hotel in Lechryd with a 
stream with a dipper (Cinclus cinclus) at the front. We met our 
two leaders, Graham Walker and Clifford Benson from Cambrian Bird 
Holidays, to discuss our itinerary. I told them that we wished 
to see the Red Kite and in fact would not return to England until 
we had seen it. (We had our best views of the bird on our first 
day out; they weren't taking any chances.) 

The ne~t morning we left the hotel to visit Tregaron Bog at the 
foot of the Teifi Valley. The T.e ifi River was flowing along this 
valley long before a glacier moved along it in the last ice age. 
The glacier left a moraine blocking the waters of the river when 
it began to flow again, and a lake was formed. Phragmites began 
to grow around the lake-edges gradually filling it in until 
sphagnum moss took over. The sphagnum held the remaining water, 
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thus forming a raised bog which is said today to be the most 
unspoiled bog of its kind in Europe. South Wales grades its 
reserves 1 to 5 - Tregaron bog is a 11one 11 • 

We entered a hide (blind) in the bog in the mid-afternoon where 
I read the logbook left for observations. It seemed that several 
polecats had been seen there that week. Graham said that this 
animal was now on the increase, but at one time Tregaron bog 
sheltered the only few remaining polecats in the United Kingdom. 

Cliff confessed to me that his favourite bird was not the Red Kite 
but the Peregrine Falcon, and there followed a long diatribe on 
the merits of this bird. Then I confessed tha t my favourite bird 
was the Common Starling, and surprisingly he agreed with me and 
said that it rates high in his admiration. He also offered to 
wear one of my buttons (if and when I get them made) inscribed 
nstarlings are darlings11

• 

We looked over the bog in the afternoon sunshine drowsily stifling 
a yawn, while a fly buzzed, and we watched a few Wood Pigeons. 
Then the Red Kite was sighted over a ridge; it glided towards us 
over the fields and came to rest in good view on a post. We 
sprang to life, our binoculars to our eyes. It really is a very 
handsome bird with contrasting rusty red and gray patches on the 
wings. 

Near the entrance to the bog is a sessile oak wood where a pair 
of Red Kites nested in 1978 unsuccessfully, due to bad weather. 
In 1979 they made another attempt but for some reason the female 
went into a premature moult at nesting time. I'm pleased to re
port that in 1980 this pair successfully reared a brood in these 
woods; possibly it was one of the pair we saw that day. Red Kites 
are evidently very easily disturbed on the nest. Due to this and 
to previous persecution by the farmers, the whole population was 
at one time reduced to three pairs. Now farmers leave out carrion 
for the birds, and the birds are protected from bird-watchers who 
want to see the nest; consequently the numbers are up to thirty. 

Later in the week ve were fortunate enough to visit a reserve 
which has a walk through a sessile oak wood where one pair of the 
three remnant kites used to nest. The South Wales Naturalist Trust 
has sacrificed this wood in the Cothi Valley to bird-watchers to 
keep them away from other kite sites. There is a profusion of 
birds in these woods, lured there by the 400 species of insects 
present. Indeed the oak leaves looked very nibbled-on. A tit 
flock came through while we were there. 

We spent several hours of our holiday in the green Valleys of South 
~ales where the sheep graze and an occasional raven croaks, 
silently scanning the ridges for Red Kites; sometimes we saw one, 
but never as well as that first day in Tregaron bog. 

Yes, we found the Red Kite and we also found peace in the valleys. 
Joy Pocklington 
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A Historx of Scarborough edited by Robert R. B:inis, published by Scarborough 
Public Library, 1968t ;72 pp; 272 illustrations (black and l-hite). 

Of interest to TFN members (not only r,hose mo are residents of the ~rough) 
is this comprehensive history of Scarborough. It even qualifies as a 
"prehistory" reaching back ages beyond. 1796 (men the municipality officially 
began) to the Paleozoic Era with its t rilobite inhabitants. Mostly, however, 
the chapter called "'Ihe Stage of the :\.ges" deals wi t L the comparatively 
recent Quaternary of the Cenozoic Era - a mere million years ago - and the 
action of the glaciers lohich was largely responsible for the formations, 
such as the bluffs, as we know them today. '!he style is captivatir1g and th e 
book holds many surprises, as human inhabitants are traced through early 
Indians to the U.E.L. 'llle history of the early settlers is tied in neatly 
with institutions and la.ndmarks of today. Everything affecting a developing 
community is explored - medicine, education, government, religion, social 
life, social welfare, '!his book grew out of the need for an updating of 
the centennial publication, 1,he Township of Scarborough, 1796-18%, by ~vi.d 
~yle, 'lbe new history takes us up to about the time of Canada• s centennial, 
1967• With all this wealth of in.formation, immediately one is inspired to 
look for a sequel, realizing the constant changing of the Ebrough as it 
enters the eighties. Meanwhile, we have this valuable record, ~~th excellent 
Bibliography and ind.ex, maps, many photo.graphs, charming print~ A.nd drawings. 

t> Available from '£FN Library (690-1963). 
dor..a.ting this very -worthmile book. 

OUr thanks to John Harris for 

D. 8. 

l> 

00000000000 

WOKS REVIEWED IlI APRIL ISSUE AYAU:Afll·~ FROM TFN UERAflY (690-196J)t 

Klu.anea Pinnacle qf the Yykop, donated by the publishers (I::oubleday,Toronto) 
~brth American fil.rd§ of frey. donated by the publish er s ( Gage , Toronto ) 
Mushroom Pocket Field Guide, donated by Charlie Crosgrey 

Our thanks to the donors. 
00000000000 

, -------------- .. ---------------stJ?~..ER El~I..J:J'Y1-1:EI\T ---------------------------· 
I I 
I t 
I I I 'lhe TOROi\TO BIRD OBSERVATORY has applied for an EXPERIEl~CS '81 grant to I 
1 study the breeding-bird com.'lluni ties of the Toronto Islands. ~Je are ' 
I I I planning to hire four people for an 11- or 12-week period during the l 
1 summer (1 project supervisor, 2 assistants, 1 under-18 assistant). An 1 

\ extension to the basic period may be available. ! 
I I 
I I 
I Applications are invited from those \oho are experienced in bird- I 
: identification. Plea.se serrl applications (including a summary of all I 
I relevant experience) to the Toronto Bi.rd Observatory, c/o Y.ir. D~ H. I 
: '.:roughtor., Cllairman, 4 Reddington Aveo, Toronto, Ontario. M5N 2K5• I 
·--------------------------------------------------------------------' 
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[ KEEPING IN TOUCH -- .. 
American Birds, New York, 2/4/81 

Dear Miss Eastos 

I recently received Toronto Field Naturalist 33?, February 1981, and was dis
mayed to discover that ~ur list of periodicals of interest to naturalists has 
no mention of A.'11e;:ican Birds, published by the National Audubon Society. 

Our journal is published six times a year, and features a complete seasonal 
report quarterly of the important field observations from Ontario, splendidly 
authored by Clive E. Goodwin, of r.eston. In addition we annually publish 
Qiristmas Bi.rd Counts -- including 58 of them last yea- from Ontario. \.bat's 
more, ,American Btrds published quarterly field notes from all across Canada 
from Quebec to British Columbia. Our current issue features an article on 
Ross' Gull nesting in Manitoba, and our March issue will have a definitive 
study of the birds of Pond Inlet, N.w.T. he have hundreds of suhscribers in 
Canada, but our journal covers all of North America. 

Under separate cover I am sending you a recent issue. 
your list. 

Sincerely, 

We surely belong on 

Robert Arbib, Jr., 
mi.tor 

P,S. Canadian subscriptions a.re $18 (US) to Affierj..can Birds, l-Jational 
Audubon Society, 9.50 'lhird Avenue, New York NY 10022. 

0000000000 

Editors' !.J2te, 'lhe Committee plans a series of lists of publications in 
various categories, one of mich will be •• journals", this 

list will be in the form of a review of the most popular journals and ,American 
Birds 'Will be a?110ng them. 'Iha.nk you, Mr. Arbib, for the copy of your Sept., 
1980, issue. Members wishing to borrow this f'rom TFN Library call 690-1963• 

000000000000000000000000 

Dear Mr. Parker, 1 February 1981 

I must congratulate you on some of your fine viork t.hat I have seen recently 
int.he Newsletter of the TFN - particularly the Ontario literature lists and 
recent bird records section wiich, I suspect, was modelled after that in the 
!'bod Duck "1lich George furth has done so faithfully over the years. The 
Newsletter has certainly improved from the time I joined the Toronto Club 
briefly about ten years ago ••• " 

Alan 1tbrmington 
Point Pelee National Park 

0000000000 

Editors' Note, Mr. W>rmington also passed along in his letter some interest
ing additional material for our Ontario Bi.rd Literature Survey 

lolhich will be published in due course. 

000000000000000000000000 
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Dear Jean: 

Regards to you from Londono 

This past week I received two recent copies of the T.F.N. Newsletter. one of 
which contained your interesting article on Kenilwort h Ivy. Concrc1tulations 
to you and to the illustrator Diana Banville for a fine piece of work. 

When Spencer an:1 I were in Devon at the end of last May• we were so delighted. 
to find it in bloom spilling down over old stone walls. Along the ba.se of the 
walls . the red c1:>.mpion was at its best too, so we revelled in the beauty. Then 
while we were in the very old town of Hallstadt in Austria, we again found. 
flowering Kenilworth Ivy in company with gorgeous clumps of wall rue. 

I thiz,Jc it • s a splendid idea to have articles regnrdir~g the cover illustration. 
1m.joyed t he Bird 1 s-neet, fungus too. 

l> 

Sir.cerely, Spencer and Helen Inch 
London, Ont. 

Y!A§IE PAP;FS SAVES TREES 
If you work in an office 9 you a.re probably 
tossing ~way the equivalent oft,~ or three 
t rees in paper every year ! You don't hav? tol 
The Conservation Centre, a local non-profit 
foundation ¼nich has been involved in the 
recycling of newspaper -and glass for several 
years, is also encouraging the recycling of 
office bond pa:per 9 computer print - outs , 
tab cards . and envelopes. 'Ihe program is 
now in operation in over 25 buildings and 
has t remendous potenti~l, not only in terms 
of the volume of paoer that can be saved, 
but also as a way- of de!T!.onstrating t..he need 
for conser vation. The program is designed to 
recover up to 60% of an office's paper waste 
by staff using special containers for their 
discarded but recover able paper. If you want 
more information about the p~ogram, contact 
the 0:,nservat ion Centre at 429-0822. 

Toni Ellis 

AffS\offi:R. t o ''I F YOUeRE SO SM.A.RT'' e page 13 

0 .Ali "M." ~ K~'' o If you say it fast, it 
sounds like "A,nemone"o 

It is of ten pronounced as though spelled 
0 Anenome 19 ( "AN •• N°' OH ME! ••) • Anyone 
having pr o .:,lems ~t.l,. this "WOrd ha.s only 
to remember THE "M" IS IN THE MIDDLE. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Civic Garden Centre 
The following events will be held in conjunction with the 
Civic Garden Centre, 777 Lawrence Avenue East, at Leslie. 
Further information may be obtained by telephoning the Centre, 
445-1552. 
Bird Walks - Tuesday, May 12 and 19. 
Meet in parking lot of the Centre at 8.00 a.m. 
Wild Flower Walk - Sunday, May 17. 
Meet in parking lot of Morningside Park at 9.30 a.m. 
Visits to private gardens in the Toronto arei:t - May 22, 23, 24. 
Tickets $3.00 for admission to three gardens . 
(Other private gardens will be open to visitors in June and 
August.) 
Joys of Photographing the Natural World - 6-week course starting 
Wednesday, May 6, at 8.00 p.m. 
Garden Club of Toronto will present a flower show - The Windows 
of the World - Friday, May 8, 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. $2.00. 
Spring Plant Sale - Friday, May 15, 10.00 ·a.m. to 4.00 p.m. 
A display of Orchids will be presented by the Southern Ontario 
Orchid Society - May 23 and 24. 
A display of Violets will be presented by the Toronto African 
Violet Society - May 23 and 24. 
The Rhododendron Show will be presented by the Rhododendron 
Society of Canada - May 30 and 31. 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP 

Barry Ranford, well-known nature photographer, will welcome a 
limited number of naturalist-photographers to his scenic retreat 
in the Albion Hills, July 6 to 10, 1981. Daily sessions will 
include techniques for photographing birds, flowers and mammals, 
construction of blinds, the care and filing of photographs, and 
the responsibility of the photographer. 
Cost is $70.00 for instruction~ accommodation and meals extra. 
Further information may be obtained from the FON, 355 Lesmill 
Rd., Don Mills, M3B 2W8. Telephone 444-8419 . 

PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION 

An exhibition or- photography by Greg Stott, entitled "Treasures" 
will be held at Sack's Gallery, 33 Sackville Street (King and 
Parliament Streets), May 5 to 22. Gallery hours are 11.00 a.m. 
to 5 . 00 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday; 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 
Sunday. 
This is a collection of photographs taken during Greg's hiking 
and outdoor adventures, expressing his affection for the world 
of nature. 
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Upcoming TFN 

OUTINGS 
RAIN or Everybody Welcome! ,, .. . 

• April 
and 
May 

May l to 
May 8 

Saturday 
May 2 
10.00 a..m. 

Sunday 
May 3 
2.00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
May 5 
6.45 p.m. 

TueHday 
May 5 
s.oo~ 

Wednesday 
May 6 
10.00 a.m. 

BIRD BANDING - Ml1GG 1S ISLAND, TORONTO :BIRD OBSERVATORY 
If interested call Diana. Banville, 690-1963. If no ansver,call 
Donna Kna.u11er, 656-2770 (evenings). 

Reserve your place on the bus for the two-day Pelee trip May 16/17. 
See full details on page 32. 

MORNINGSIDE PARK - Photography 
Leader: Betty Greenacre 
Meet in the first parking lot immediately west of Morningside Avenue 
by the pavilion. (Eglinton East #34:B bus). Bring lunch. 
Cars. Take 401 east to Exit 61 1 than go south on Morningside Avenue 
one"9mi le. 

ETOBICOKE CREEK - Nature Walk 
Leader: Kfreiten Burling 
Meet at the bus stop in Sherway Mall at Evans Avenue entrance, 
behind Sheridan Nurseries. (Evans #15 bus from Islington station. ) 

GLEN STEWART RAVINE - Birds 
Leader: Fred Dodsworth 
Meet in the parkette by the nature trail sign on Kingston Road just 
west of Beech Avenue. (,11,502 Downtowner street car going east from 
Yonge and Q,ueen. Car turns on to Kingston Road. Get off at :Beech 
and walk back to sign.} 

WILKET CREEK PARK - Skywatch ~ 
Leader: Cathynrake 
Meet at the first parking lot inside the south entrance off Leslie 
Street just north of :Eglinton Avenue. (Leslie #51 bus or Lawrence 
East 'i{,54 bus from Eglinton subway station. Get off at the stop 
immediately after the turn on to Leslie, Or Eglinton East #34 bus 
£rom Eglinton subway station to Leslie. Cross the difficult T
intersection with the lights.) Bring binoculars. There is a. 
possibility of meteor showers. 

WEST HUMBER ( l) - Humber College Grounds - Nature Walle 
Leader: Diana -Sagness 
Meet at the corner of Humber College :Boulevard and Arboretum 
Boulevard. (Wilson #96 bus to first stop west of Hwy. 27). Parking 
available for $1.00. Could be muddy. Lunch optional. 

Our outings ( especially by bus) are often not near places where food an(l 
drink can be bought. Be sure to bring enough with you. 
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UPCOMING OUTINGS - Continued 

Wednesday 
May 6 
6.45 p.m. 

Thursday 
May 7 
6.45 p.m. 

• May 7 
8, 9 

HIGH PA.BK - Evening Outings, Theme: Ecology 
Leader: Roger Powley 
Meet at the north end of the Nature Trail off Bloor Street (across 
from Park:view Gardens) op:posite west exit of High Park subway 
station. 
Note. Roger will lead outings every Wednesday evening in May and 
- June on this topic, and from the same starting point. 

TODMORDEN MILLS - Botany 
Leader: Elna Whiteside 
Meet at Todmorden Mills sign. (Broadview :/r8 bus from Broadview 
subway station, or Mortimer :/1=62 bus betwee:1 Broadview and Main 
subway stations. Get off at Mortimer and Broadview and walk down 
Pottery Road.) 
Cars. Pottery Road from Broadview or the Bayview Extension. Turn 
into the site at the Todmorden Mills sign and continue on to the 
parking lot. Walk back. 

CANADIAN NATUBE FEDERATION Conference, Guelph. For further infor
mation write Mrs. :3. Pattillo, 24 Manor Park Crescent, Guelph, 
Ontario NlG lAl 

• Saturday 
May 9 
9.00 a.m. 

ROUGE RIVER - Nature Walk. Sponsored by 11Reach the People to Save 
the Rouge11 , a project of the 11 Save the Rouge Valley System 11 • 

Meet at Caper Valley Ski Hill Parking Lot off Twyn Rivers Drive 
(map in Newletter 325, p. 14). Lunch optional . 

• Saturday 
May 9 

Saturday 
May 9 
9.30 a.m. 

• Sunday 
May 10 

Sunday 
May 10 
2.00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
May 12 
6.45 p.m. 

BAILLIE BIRDATHON - Wally Plat t s will try a 11Carless · Count 11 • 

See page 32 if you would like to sponsor him. 

VIVIAN FOREST - Birds 
Lead.er: Ed Franks 
Meet at the crossroads in Ballantrae. This is a hamlet on Hwy. 48 
about 11 miles north of Markham. Bring lunch. 

JIM BAILLIE MEMORIAL BL'ill WALKS - See page JJ for details. 

GUILDWOOD - Spring Flowers 
Leader: Charles Crosgrey 
Meet at Guildwood Park - east of the Guild Inn. {Eglinton East #34B 
bus from Eglinton subway station to Guildwood Parkway - get off at 
Navarr~ Crescent on Guildwood Parkway. Or Scarborough f86 bus from 
Kennedy subway station to Kingston Road and Eglinton. Transfer to 
Eglinton East #34B). Parking inside the east gate. 

CEDARVALE RAVINE - Birds 
Leader: Hugh Currie 
Meet in Loblaw1 s parking lot on the north side of St. Clair just east 
of Bathurst. 

HIGH PARK is closed to vehicles Saturdays. Sundays and holidays during 
May. June, July, August and September. 
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UPCOMING OUTINGS - Continued 

Wednesday 
May 13 
10.00 a.m. 

WEST HUMBER ( 2) - Highway #27 to Kipling - Nature Walk 
Leader: Denise Viilep 
Meet at the same place as for the May 6 outing. Lunch optional. 

Wedne sd.ay HIGH PARK with Roger Powley. See May 6. 
May 13 
6.45 p.m. 

Thursday 
May 14 
6.45 p.m. 

f'\.. May 15 
V to 22 

• May 16 

GLENIDN RALL (West Don) - Beta.iv 
Leaders: Eileen and Geoff Cho~ping 
Meet at the gates to the parking lot. (Davisville #28B bus between 
Davisville subwa;y- station 8nd Lawrence subvay station, or Bayview #11 
bus from Lawrence station to Glendon Hall gates at Bayview and 
Lawrence.) Walk through the gates and down the hill on the left. 
Cars. Go west on Lawrence Avenue East from Park Lane Circle (which 
I"seast of Bayview) and down the hill to where Lawrence dead-ends. 
P~rk on the side of the road. If there are no more spaces here you 
will need to use the pa rking lot. 

Time to reserve your place on the bus for the Bird outing to 
SIBBALD I S POINT on June 6 by phoning Emily Hamil ton at 484-0i-1-g7. 
Confirm by sending your cheque for $11.00 payable to Toronto Field 
Naturalists Birds to Miss Emily Hamilton, Apt. 407, 3110 Yonge Street, 
Toronto M4N 2K6. Cheques must be received by May 25. 

Spring Round-u:p of Warblers. A project of the Toronto Ornitho
logical Club. If interested call Arne Dawe at 851-0874 (west) or 
Murray Speirs at 282-0911 (east). 

May 16/17 POINT PELEE Bus Outing. You mu.st reserve a place on the bus. See 
page 32. 

Sunday 
May 17 
10.00 a..m. 

Monday 
May 18 
9.00 a.m. 
Vi.~toria 
Day 

Tuesd~ 
May 19 
6.45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
May 20 
10.00 a.m. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - Birds 
Leader: Roger Powley 
Meet in the parking area just inside the ga tes at the south end of 
Leslie Street. (,f/,501 (Q.ueen) car t o Leslie Street. Walk south 
about -~ mile.) 

TORONTO ISLAND - Birds 
Leader: George Fairfield 
Meet at the Island Ferry Terminal at the foot 
9.00 a.m. to take the first available ferry. 
card and a lunch to carry. 

LITTLE ETOBICOKE CREEK - :Birds 
Leader: Kirsten Burling 

of Bay Street at 
:Bring your membership 

Meet at Bloor Street West and Markland Drive, to walk south 
(Bloor West 149 bus). 

~ Ht1Ml3ER ( 3) - Kipling to Albion 
Leader: Billie Bridgman 
Meet at the corner of Kipling and Lakeland Drive. 
to John Garland Boulevard and walk south to bridge 
Lunch optional. 
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UPCOMING OUTINGS - Continued 

Wednesday HIGH PARK with Roger Powley. See May 6. 
May 20 
6.45 p.m. 

Thursday 
May 21 
6 .45 p.m. 

• Thursday 
May 21 

• May 22, 
23, 24 

Saturday 
May 23 
9 .30 a.m. 

Sunday 
May 24 
10.30 a.m. 

Tuesdey
May 26 
6.45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
May 27 
10.00 a.m. 

TAYLOR C:REEX - Botany 
Leader: Kathy Kersey 
Meet in the supermarket parking lot at Woodbine and o•~onnor. 
(Either Woodbine 41'91 bus from Woodbine subway station, or O'Connor 
#70 bus between Coxwell and Warden subway stations.) 

BAILLIE BIRDATHON - Official Counter Gerry Bennett, R.R. #2 
Woodbridge, L4L 1A6. You can mail him your pledge. See page 2. 

F.O.N. l'IFTIETH ANNIVERSARY CONFERENCE, London, Ontario. 
Write to Aia.n Carman, 28 Shelby C<>urt, London, Ont. N6K 1Z7 

GLENDON CAMPUS - Nature Walk - Birds and Botany ______ .....,.._ 

Leader: Molly Campbell 
Meet at the gates to Glendon Hall, Lawrence and Bayview. (Davisville 
f28 bus between Davisville and Lawrence subway stations or Bayview 
#11 bus from Lawrence Subway station.) 

WALMSLEY BROOK - Ecology, Birds plus anything else 
L.eader: Wally Platts 
Meet at the junction of Thorncliffe Park Drive and Beth Nealson 
Drive ( in East York). (South Leaside 88 or 88A bus from St. Clair 
subway station. A bus leaving between 10.00 and 10.10 will get you 
there. Get off at the allot~ent gardens. Or Don Mills *25 bus from 
Pape station. Get off at the Esso sta tion on Overlea in Thorucliffe 
Park and walk north to where Thorncliffe Park Drive meets Beth 
Neal son.) 

CEDARVALE RAVINE - Warblers 
Leader: Donna Knauber 
Meet at the St. Clair West subway station - Heath Street exit. (If 
arriving by bus or streer-car go down to subway level to reach the 
Heath Street exit.) 
Cars. Limited par~ing on Heath (which is Tichester at the Bathurst 
Street end). 

BLACK CREEK (1) - Shoreham Drive to Finch 
Leader: Volunteer required 
Meet on Shoreham Drive where bridge crosses Black Creek. Parking 
in MTRCA parking lot. (Jane #35 bus to Shoreham Drive and walk east 
or Jane #35B bus which goes in Shoreham Drive.) Lunch optional. 

Wednesday HIGH PARK with Roger Powley. See May 6. 
May 27 
6.45 p.mo 

DIFFICULTY OF OUTINGS. TFN outings usually last 2 to 3 hours and ma.y 
cover distances from approximately 2 to 6 miles. Often some climbing 
is involved, as most of our valleys are fairly deep. 
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UPCOMING OUTiNGS - Continu~d 

Thursday 
·~ 28 
6.45 p.m. 

Saturday 
May 30 
9.30 a..m. 

Sunday 
May 31 
10.30 a.m. 

Tuesday 
June 2 
6.45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
June 3 
10.00 a.m. 

MORNINGSIDE PARK {Highland Creek) - Botany 
Lead.er: Emily Hamil ton 
Meet in the first parking lot immediately west of Morningside Avenue 
by the pavilion. (Eglinton East #34 bus.) 
Cars. Take 401 east to Exit 61, then go south on Morningside one 
mile. 

BRONTE PROVINCIAL PA.RX - Birds and Botany 
Leaders: To be announced 
Meet at the Bronte GO Station. Train leaves Union Station ar s.43 
a.m. and arrives in Oakville at 9.20. Change to GO bu.s which arrives 
at Bronte GO station at 9.30 a.m. 
Cars. Go west on the Q,'EW to the Bronte Road turn-off, turn south on 
Bronte Road and immediately south of the q;EW turn east, to the Bronte 
GO station. Bring lunch to carry. 

MAGWOOD PABK - Birds 
Lead.er: Bob Yukich 
Meet in the parking lot of Etienne Brule Park. (Subway to Old Mill 
station.) Walle north on Humber Boulev~rd, east along Old Mill Road, 
over a bridge to the parking lot in the park. 
Cars. follow the same route or come from Bloor Street north on Old 
iIIT Drive. 

NORDHEIMER RAVINE - Birds 
Leader: Herb Elliott 
Meet in the Loblaw 1 s parking lot on the north side of St. Clair 
Avenue West, just east of Bathurst. Group will walk south. 

BLACK CREEK ( 2) - Finch to Sheppard 
Leader: Volunteer required 
Meet on Finch Avenue just west of Black Creek. (Finch West f36 bu.s 
to Tobermory Drive (west of Keele, east of Jane)). 

Wednesday HIGH PAEK with Roger Powley. See May 6 
June 3 
6.45 p.m. 

Thursday 
June 4 
6.45 p.:n. 

Saturday 
June 6 
9.00 a.m. 

• June 6 
to 

Oct. 12. 

HIGH PARK - Botaxzy 
Leader: Isabel Smith 
Meet at the first parking lot on West Road, on your right aa you 
enter the park from Bloor Street op;osite High Park Avenue. 
(Subway to High Park station.) 

SIBBALD 1S POINT - Birds 
Leader: Bruce Parker 
BUS OUTING. You must have reserved a place on the bus between~ 
15 and 22. Bus will leave York Mills subway station at 9.00 a.m. 
and will ar:t":\.ve back in Toronto about 6.oo p.m. Bring lunch. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT will be opened to the :91,lblic Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays until Thanksgiving from 9.00 a.~. to 6.00 
p.m. Call Toronto Harbour Commission 863-2035 for further 
information. 

27 



TFN )40 

UPCOMING OUTINGS - Continued 

• All 
Summer 

Sunday 
June 7 
2.00 p.m. 

June 8 
to 12 

Tuesday 
June 9 
6.45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
June 10 
10.00 a.m. 

JIM BAILLIE NAIDBE RESERVE. Go on your own to explore this 
interesting and varied reserve. See page ? • 

ROSEDALE - Heritage Trees 
Lead.er: Helen Juhola 
Meet at the corner of Moore Avenue and Hudson Drive. (South Leaside 
#88 or ,fl,88A bu.a from St. Clair subway station - service every 20 
minutes.) 

Time to reserve your place on the bus for the outing to Backus Woods 
on June 27 by phoning Ruth Airey at 489-1949. Confirm by sending 
your cheque for $12.00 to Ruth Airey, 4000 Yonge Street, Apt,. i1-31, 
Toronto M4N 2N9. Cheque should be payable to Toronto Field 
Naturalists Backus and must be received by June 15. 

VALE OF AVOCA - Warblers 
Lead.er: Howard Battae 
Meet on the south side of St. Clair Avenue east of Yonge at the west 
end of the bridge (at Avoca). 

BLACK CREEK ( 3) - Downsview Dells 
Lead.er: Volunteer required 
Meet on Sheppard at Black Creek. (She~pard West f84 bus to Black 
Creek - west of Keele, east of Jane.) Lunch optional. 

Wednesday HIGH PARK with Roger Powley. See May 6. 
June 10 
6.45 p.m. 

Thursday 
June 11 
6.45 p.m. 

Saturday 
June 13 
8.00 a.m. 

Sunday 
June 14 
9.00 a.:n. 

Wednesday 
June 17 
10.00 a.m. 

CROTHERS WOODS - Botany 
Leader: Patricia Mccaw 
Meet at the southwest corner of Millwood Road and Crothers Road. 
(Leaside #56 bus from Eglinton or Pape subway station.) 

HUMBlli MARSHES - Ecology 
Leader: John Harris 
Meet at Old Mill subway station. 

G. ROSS LORD DAM - General Interest 
Leader: John ten Bruggenkate 
Meet in the parking lot on the left of main entrance road. Enter 
off Dufferin Street opposite Supertest Road, north of Finch. 

BLACK CREEK (4) - Lawrence to Eglinton 
Leader: Volunteer re~uired 
Meet on Lawrence Avenue at Black Creek. (Lawrence West #=52 bus to 
Black Creek, west of Keele, eaat of Jane.) Lunch optional. 

Wednesday HIGH PARK with Roger Powley. See Ml\¥ 6 
June 17 
6.45 p.m. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT? Call Toronto Harbour Co111rni1sion 863-2035 
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UPCOMING OUTINGS - Co~tinued 

Saturday 
June 20 
12.00 m. 

Sunday 
June 21 
10.00 a.m. 

Wednesday 
June 24 
10.00 a.m. 

LAMBTON WOODS - Insects 
Lead.er: Roger Powley 
Meet in the parking lot of the James Gardens on Edenbridge Drive. 
(Royal York 173 bus from Royal York subway station to Edenbridge 
and walk east o.4 mi.) 

EAST DON - Birds 
Leader: Jack Cranmer-Byng 
Meet on the south side of Finch Avenue (Bayview and Finch) east of 
Bayview Avenue. (Finch East 139 bus from Finch subway station.) 
Lunch optional. 

BLACK CREEK ( ;P - Eglinton to Scarlett Road 
Leader: Volunteer re~uired. 
Meet on Eglinton Avenue at Black Creek. (Eglinton West f32 bus to 
Black Creek, just west of Keele Street.) Lunch optional. 

Wednesday HIGH PABX with Roger Powley. See May 6 
June 24 
6.45 p.m. 

Saturday 
June 27 
8.00 a.m. 

Wednesday 
July l 
10.00 a.m. 

Tuesd~ 
July 7 
6.45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
July g 
10.00 a.m. 

Wednesday 
July 15 
10.00 a.m. 

Thursday 
July 16 
6.45 p.m. 

BACKUS WOODS - Endangered Woodlot near Port Rowan 
Leader: Steve Varga 
BUS OUTING. You must have reserved a. place on the bus between June 
8 and 12. Bus will leave York Mills subway station at s.oo a.m. 
and will arrive back in Toronto about 7.00 p.m. Bring two lunches. 

~. L.AXESHOBE NATURAL HISTORY (1) - Marie Curtis Park to Kipling 
Leader: Volunteer requested 
Meet on the east side of Etobicoke Creek, south side of Lakeshore 
Boulevard. (GO tra in from Union Station to Long Branch, or #507 
Longbranch car from Humber Loop (501 Queen car to Loop) to 
Etobicoke Creek). Lunch optional. 

EVENING ESCAPE (1) - Nature rambles with like-minded people 
Leader: To volunteer. 
Meet at the Castle Frank subway station, to explore north 

L.AXESHOBE NATURAL HISTORY ( 2) - Kipling to Royal York Road 
Leader: Volunteer requested 
Meet a t the corner of Kipling Avenue and Lakeshore Boulevard. 
(#507 Longbranch car or Kipling South #44 bus from Kipling station.) 
Lunch optional 

LAKESHORE NATURAL HISTORY(~) - Humber Bay Park 
Leader: Volunteer requested 
Meet at Parklawn Road and Lakeshore Boulevard. (#507 Longbranch 
car to Parklawn.) Lunch optional. 

EVENING ESCAPE ( 2) - Nature re1nbles with like-minded people 
Leader: To volunteer 
Meet A.t the Castle Frank subway stRtion, to explore north-west 
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UPCOMING OUTINGS - Continued 

Saturday 
July 18 
10.00 a.n. 

Tuesdey 
July 21 
6.45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
July 22 
10.00 a.m. 

Saturday 
July 25 
10.00 a.m. 

Wednesday 
July 29 
10.00 a.m. 

Thursday 
July 30 
6.45 p.m. 

Saturday 
Aug. l 
10.00 a.m. 

Tuesday 
Aug. 4 
6.45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Aug. 5 
10.00 a.m. 

Saturday 
Aug. 8 
10.00 a.m. 

CHINE DRIVl: - Nature Walk 
Lead.er: George Comper 
Meet in front of St. Theresa's Church, Kingston Road and Midland. 
(Kingston Road #12 bus from Victoria Park subway sta tion to 
Mid.land.) 

EVENING ESCAPE (3) - Nature Rambles with like-minded people 
Leader: To volunteer 
Meet at Castle Frank subway station, to explore south. 

LAKESHORE NATURAL HISTORY (4) - Humber Loop to Jameson Avenue 
Lead.er: Volunteer requested 
Meet at the Hu.t1ber Loop ( west end of the #501 Q,ueen car line). 
Lunch optional. 

ROUGE MARSHES - Rare Marsh Plants 
Leader: Steve Varga 
Meet at the east end of Island Road (on west side of river south 
of Hwy. 401). Rouge Hill bus stop 1 block east of Port Union 
Road. (See map in (333) 19, S80) . Bring lunch. 

LAXESHORE NATURAL HISTORY(!) - Dufferin to Bay Street 
Leader: Volunteer requeste 
Meet at the foot of the Dufferin f29 bus route just outside the 
Dufferin Gates of the C.N.E. Lunch optional 

EVENING ESCAPE ,,Qt_) - Nature Rambles with like-minded people 
Leader: To volunteer 
Meet in the first parking lot of Wilket Creek Park inside the south 
entrance off Leslie Street. See May 5 for how to get there. Lunch 
optional. We will explore Wilket Creek Park. 

LAMBTON WOODS - :Botany and Birds 
Leader: Emily Hamilton 
Meet in the parkint:; lot of James Gardens. 
get there. Lunch optional. 

See June 20 for how to 

EVENING ESCAPE ( 5) - Nature Rambles with like-minded people 
Leader: To volunteer 
Meet the same plc,ce e.e July 30. We will explore Serena Gundy Park. 

L.AXESHOBE NATURAL HISTORY (6) - Toronto Islands 
Leader: Volunteer requested 
Meet at the foot of Bey Street. (:/1(> Bay bus). We will take the 
first ferry. 

MASSEY ESTATE (Taylor Creek) - Natural History 
Leader: Reg Smith 
Meet at Victoria Park stat ion. Lunch optional. 

CLOTHING: Think about hats, head scarves, windproof jackets, waterproof 
shoes, extra sweater. If you don't need them, put them in your back pack. 
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UPCOMING OUTINGS - Continued 

Wedneed.&y 
Aug, 12 
10,00 a.m. 

Thu.rs~ 
Aug. 13 
6,45 p.m. 

s a. tu.r day 
Aug. 15 
9.00 a.m. 

to 
6.oo p.m. 

LAKESHORE NATUBAL HISTORY (7) - Cherry Bea.ch 
Leader: Volunteer requested 
Meet at Queen and River Streets (east of Parliament) at 10.00 
o'clock sharp to join car 11001. (#501 (Queen) car) 

EVENING ESCAPE (6) - Naturu Ra.xr,bles with like-minded people 
Leader: To volunteer 
Meet in the same place as July 30. We will explore Ernest Thompson 
Seton park. 

HOLLAND LANDING - Prairie, Tama.rack Fen, Black Spruce Bog typical of 
Oak Ridges moraine. 
Leader: Steve Varga 
Call Steve at 97g_3542 if you e.re interested, Bring lunch. 

• Wednesday 
Aug. 19 

C.N.E. begins. Look for the T.F.N. booth in the Arts and Crafts 
Building. The Junior Club, which celebrates its Fiftieth 
Anniversary, will be featured. 

Wednesday 
Aug. 19 
10,00 a,Il!, 

Wednesday 
Aug. 2b 
10,00 a.m. 

Saturday 
Aug. 29 
9,00 a,m. 

Wednesday 
Sept, 2 
10.00 a,m. 

Saturday 
Sept. 5 
10,00 a,m. 

L.AKESHOBE NATURAL HISTORY (7) - Woodbine Beach 
Leader: Volunteer required 
Meet on the boardwalk. (#501 Queen car to Lee Avenue.) Walk through 
Kew Gardens to the boardwa}.k on the lakeshore. Meet near the life 
saving station. 

LAXESHOEE NATURAL HISTORY (S) - Chine Drive Ravine 
Leader: George Comper 
Meet in front of St. Theresa.' s Church, Kingston Road and Midland. 
(Kingston Road fl2 bus from Victoria Park subway station to Midland.) 

TORONTO ISLANDS - Rare Plants 
Leader: Steve Varga 
Meet at the Island Ferry Terminal at the foot 
9.00 a.m. to t ,::..ke the first available ferry. 
card. Morning only. 

LAKESHORE NATURAL HISTOl:lY (~_) - Cudia. Park 
Leader: Volunteer required 

of Bay Street at 
Bring your membership 

Meet in the parking lot. (Scarborough :/#56 bus from Kennedy subway 
station. Get off at Faircroft Road, walk south to Meadowcliffe.) 

L.AMBTON PABK - Prairie Vegetation 
Lead.er• Steve Varga 
Meet at the park entrance on the north side of Dundas just east of 
the Humber River. (Note: This is not Lambton Woods.) (Lambton #30 
bus between High Park and Kipling subway sta tions. Get off at 
the bridge.) Morning only. 

If you would like to lead one of our swmner outings, or if you have a suggestion 
for a future outing, please call the Outings Committee Chairman, Mary Smith at 

231-5302 
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A DA~ AND A BIT AT POill-ir' PELEE I MAY 16 and 17, 1981 

To enable members (and. fri.ends) to enjoy this fabulous na.tione..l park in peak · 
birding season without driving cars, we have arranged this bus outing for the 
first 47 people who phone May Staples, 469-1681 between May 1 and 8 (4.00 to 
10.00 p.zr..) and have their cheques in May's hands at 70 Cambridge Avenue, Apt. 124 
Toronto M4K 215 by May 8. Cheques should be payable to Toronto Field 
Naturalists Pelee. 

Itinerary: 

Saturday 
May 16 
9.00 a.re. 

Sunday 
May 17 
5.00 a.zr.. 

COST, each: 

Leave York Mi l ls subway station, arrive Interpretive Centre at Point 
Pelee a}J!)rox~mately 2.PO p.m. Bring lunch. Free time at Point 
Pelee until 6.30 p.n:. when the bus leaves t :.e Interpretive Centre 
for the Holiday Inn, Chatham, arriving a~proximately 7.30 for dinner 
anc. sleep. 

Breakfast at 5.00 a.m. Bus leaves 6.oo a.m. for Point Pelee. Day 
free to explore Point Pelee and see the warbler migration. :Bus 
leaves the Inte~retive Centre at 5o00 p.rr.. for dinner at the 
Pelee Motor Inn. Immediately following dinner bus leaves for Toronto 
arriving back at York Milla subway station at approximately 
11.30 p.m. 

Covers all transportation, one night at Holiday Inn Chatham ( dinner 
~ included.), Sunday meals (breakfast, box lunch and dinner). 

Single $101, Double $91, Triple $86, 4-in-a-room ~i82. (We'll match 
you if you're single but want to share with one, two or three 
others. Rooms have two double beds.) 

BAILLIE BIRDATHON - CABLESS COUl~T BY WALLY PLATTS. Wally will count birds on 
Nay 9 between dawn and dusk, getting around. without an automobile. He will use 
GO tr&.in, subways, ·bicycle and shanks mare. If you wish to sponsor \'[ally send 
him this pledge form or facsimile. 

To: Wally Platts, S4 Dunkirk Road, Toronto, Ontario M4c 2M6 

I will sponsor you in the amount of ____ for each s9ecies you record. 

Name Phone ------------------------- ----------
Add.ress Postal Code ------------------------

Signature ----------------

~rian Peterkin, SOUl'H LAKE SIMCOE CON~ERVATION AUTHORITY, is planning to 
conduct a.n Environmentally Significant Areas Study during the summer. 
Assistance in summer field investigations would be appreciated. Contact 
Brian Peterkin, South Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority, P.O. Box 282, 
Newmarket, Ontario. L)Y 4Xl. Telephone (416) 895-1281. 
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GET INVOLVED ••••• 

Save the Ro1,1€;e Valley System/Toronto Bird Observatory Breeding Bird Census of the 
Rouge River Watershed. in Metropolitan Toronto 

There will be a survey hike of the Rouge River watershed from the mouth of the 
Rouge River to Steele& Avenue led by Paul Harpley on Saturday May 21 1981. The 
trip will involve driving to various parts of the Rouge to familiarize the hikers 
with the area and to observe the environment in order to select candidate areas 
for the :Breeding Bird Census. Participants will later census in detail these 
areas during the breeding season. The results of each census will be pu.bli&hed 

~ in the Save the Rouge River Valley System Technical Paper series and .American 
Birds. 

If you cannot attend this survey hike but would still like to be involved in a 
particular :Breeding Bird Census please contact either Paul or Chris by phone. The 
Environmental Group of the s:RVS group would appreciate information on birds 
in the Rouge. 

Interested persons should meet in the Rouge Hills GO station parking lot at 9.30 
a.m. on Saturday May 2. Those coming by T.T.C. may take the Lawrence East #.)4A 
bus from Eglinton subwey station to the Rouge Hills GO atation. Please bring a 
lunch. Everyone welcome. 

For more information phone: Paul Harpley 284-3696 or Chris Risley 883-4689 

JU: BAILLIE MEMORIAL BIRD WALKS - Sunday, May 10 ELEVENTH YEAR 

TOHONTO ISLAND - 9.00 a.m. Meet at the Ferry Docks at the foot of Bay Street to 
take the first available ferry. 

HIGH PARK - 8.30 a.~. Meet in the first parking lot on West Ro~d which is on you:r 
right as you enter from Bloor Street West at High Park Avenue. 

BELT LINE RAVINE (Moore Park Ravine) - 8.30 a.m. Meet at the northeast corner of 
Moore Park at Moore and Welland Avenues. 

WILKET CREEK PARK - 8.30 a..m. Meet in the parking lot off Leslie Street ju.st 
north of Eglinton Avenue East. 

Members of the Toronto Ornithological Club (TOC) will lead the outings . The 
pace is slow and each walk lasts for about three hours. 

TTC 
GO Transit 

484-4544 
630-3933 

Gray Coach 
Island Ferry 

487-5111 
367-8193 

Thanks to the many members who volunteered to lead our outings, and to the 
members of the Outings Committee who organized the programme: 

Helen Juhola, Emily Hamilton, Wally Platts. Roger Powley, Jean Macdonald 

Chairman: Mary Smith 231-5302 
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f1~ETIN 

G E N E R A l M E E T I N G 
252 Bloor Street West (O.I.S.E. Bldg.) 

(Between Bedford Road and St. George Street) 
; 

Monday, May 4, 1981, at 8.15 p.m. 
MITES - or. David Barr, Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto. 

Junior Club 
Sat. May 2 
10.00 a.m. 
Location: 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

G R O U P M E E T I N G S 

Small Mammals of Ontario 
- Mr. Dave Nagorsen, Department of Mammology, ROM 

Planetarium Auditorium (immediately south of Royal 
Ontario Museum) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
There will be no meeting of the Bird Group, Botany Grou?, or 
Environmental Group during May. Everyone is invited to 
participate in the outings listed· elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

THis MoNTH•s oovm 
"Finding the Yellow Bedstraw (Galium vertDT1), Humber Valley, summer, 1980" 

(drawn by Diana Ianville a:f'ter a photograph by Helen Juhola) 

Of course, it might just as well be an ambush bug or some curious little 
gall or fungus .bich has captivated the group's attention. A few feet down 
the trail, other treasures may be waiting - a lingering &>se-breasted 
Grosbeak or perhaps a musk-turtle - 'Who knows? On TFN outings "discoveries" 
a.re common. And the less advanced the member, the more discoveries he or 
she can expect! '!hough there a.re no formal meetings in June, July and 
August, many pages of TFN outings are indmed in this issue, inviting us to 
walk our valleys and our shores all summer long. 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Ns, Di.anti fhnville - 690-1963 #710, 7 Crescent Pl11.ce , Toronto }!tic 5L7 
Miss HilrlrP-d Easto - 488-0962 ifln6, 2A !rolldway Ave., Toronto M4P l '1'5 
Miss Jean }facdonald - 112.5-6.596 - 8B Parklna !:rive, Toronto W~G 2J8 
Mr, B:·u<>e Ji. Parkor - 449-09<;1~ TH66, 109 Valley ibods Rd. ,Don Mills MJA 2RR 
Miss Florencn Preston - 48)-95)0 f20J, )613 Eglinton Ave. E._, Toronto M'IP 1L9 

Article~ and/or drawings are wel.,omn. Articles may be 1U1y\<l,ar, from one or 
two sentences to 1500 words. To b,a eligible for :1.ncluslon ln OCTOBER* 
issue, 11111terial m1Jst be rec8ived by member of Edltorhl CommltteA by Aug, 14, 

PleA.se cont&et us bofor.., reprinting any ma.t'!rial in this issuo, 
*DF.ADL.Jn...s~ Ca,J!ll..~~t obt'l~n f:rm\ssian of Urn 11.uthor or artist,, 

.w lt-:~ l'UR ~l:la-'T/121.'5ER IS,.:iU"". JlUy 15, 
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