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President's Report 
TFN has been active in contacting ~overnment agencies during the past month 
concerning environmental issues. Promotion for the TFN was carried on th7ough 
an exhibit at York University for graduate students in Environmental Studies, 
mention in the TTC Hider News, and a display at Fairview Mall. 

A letter of congratulation was sent to hayor Eggleton and the City of 
Toronto Parks Department in regard to the new cleanout pond or sediment trap 
in High Park which was built at the urging of citizen and environmental 
groups because of a longterm concern about the health and quality of 
Grenadier Pond. The way it works is that the storm water, which pours out 
of a pipe, is slowed down where the creek bed expands at the new ponding area, 
dropping the sediment in this basin instead of carrying it into Grenadier 
Pond . The sediment can be cleaned out regularly from here. Thus the overall 
effect is to extend the life of Grenadier Pond, which is one of the best 
features in High Park, and a great attraction to park users. 
The Toronto Harbour Commissioners were congratulated for continuing to keep 
the leslie Street Spit open on weekends indefinitely. (see page 28.) 
A letter was sent to the Provincial Flood Plain Review Committee reflecting 
our concern for the quality of flood plains and their ability to function 
properly to carry out their vital part in the water cycle; for example, their 
capacity to contain flood waters, and the ability of the soils to act as a 
sponge and to hold and purify precipitation, thus preventing runoff and 
erosion and siltation. 
Comments were sent in response to the t;iinistry of Natural Resources proposed 
Class Environmental Assessment for Forest Management on Crown 1,3,nds in 
Ontario. Co 1ments and suggestions for a healthy environment were sent in 
because crown lands form 87"/4 of the land in Ontario, affecting a large part 
of the watershed of the Great 1,3,kes, where our drinking water comes from. 
A letter was sent to Hetro Planning in regard to making more visible the 
intent to preserve the beautiful natural areas of the Don Valley, some of 
which may be damaged if the recommendations of the new Don valley Transporta
tion Corridor Study are implemented. We would like to see natural areas shown 
on the maps so the facts are plain for all to see. At the present time, 
planning riaps show very little if any of the natural setting. On the other 
hand, since over 70~ of the cars in rush hours carry only one person, a 
minimum of two people per car might make more sense than attempting more 
engineering marvels. 
Scarborough also was encouraged to begin cooperation among the various parks, 
recreation, works and planning staffs to produce an inventory of the natural 
resources of Scarborough to use as a real 1:ase rap against which to gauge the 
value of various proposals for development, such as the current Scarborough 
Transportation Corridor Study. 
Suggestions were also sent to the Scarborough Planning Dei:artment concerning 
the protection of natural areas in Scarborough, in this case Warden Woods, 
where promotion of recreation was being proposed by their planning de:p:i.rtment. 
In the past, recreation promotion in Scarborough has meant flattening land and 
building facilit,ies, which would destroy Warden Woods. 
A presentation was made at Toronto's City Hall concerning the Keating Channel 
Environmental Assessment, where our concern was about cleaning up the Don 
watershed to reduce the amount of sediment and its pollution level. 

Mary Smith 
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Upcoming TFN 

OUTINGS -
RAIN Everybody Welcome! 

Saturday December 3rd Junior Club meeting. See page 31. 

Monday December 5th TFN General Iv'ieeting. 

Saturday C.I.L, HOUSE - sketching 
See page JO. 

Dec. 10 Leacter: Betty Paul 
10.00 a.m Meet at the Sheppard ana Yonge subway station. Join us to 

view contemporary paintings or sketch exotic plants! 
Bring stool and lunch, and use any ffiedium. 

Sunday 
Dec. 11 
1.00 p.m 

Wednesday 
Dec. 14 
10.00 a.m 

Sunday 
Dec. 18 
10.00 am 

Thursday 
Dec.22 
7.30 a . m. 

Monday 
Dec.26 

TODMORDEN MILLS - nature walk 
Leader: Muriel Miville 
Meet at Todmorden Mills sign. (Bus Broadview #8, or Mortimer 
#62. Get off at Broaaview anct ~ortimer ana walk down Pottery 
Road.) Cars: Pottery Road from Broadview or the Bayview 
Extension. Turn into the site at the I'od.morden Mills sign 
and continue on to the parking lot. Walk back. 

NORTH YORK GREENHOUSES 
Leader: Eileen Chopping 
Meet inside the north door of North York City Hall. . 
(Yonge subway to Sheppard station. Walk 4 blocks north). 

JIM BAILLIE NATUrtE RESERVE - Winter Wildlife Inventory 
Leader: Paul Harpley 
Please call ~mily at 484.0487 if you plan to attend. 
We would particularly like to hear from people with cars 
who are willing to take passengers. Each passenger is asked 
to give his/her driver ilO. 

SUNNYSIDE BEACH - sunrise (winter solstice). 
Leader: Suzanne Poodrey 
Meet at the corner of Queen St.West and Roncesvalles Ave. 
Drivers meet in Sunnyside parking lot. Dress warmly, and 
bring camera, binoculars ana plan to go for coffee afterw~rds . 
Sunrise will be at 7.50, sunset 4.42 p.m. Shortest day of 
the year. (#504 from Dundas West stn. ~loor line). 

CHRISTMAS BirlD COUNT - a project of the Toronto Ornith~ 
ological Club. If you wish to participate, call 
Harry Kerr at 481.7948. 

Remember to wea.r warm clothing and suitable footwear on w.inter walks. 

J 
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UPCOMING OUTINGS - continued 

Wednesday 
Dec. 28 
10. 00 a.m. 

Sunday 
January 1 
1.00 p . m. 

January 3 
to 8 

[> 

HUMBER BAY PARK - Beached bird survey 
Leader: Beth Jefferson 
Meet in the parking lot in the east half of the park . 
(#507 Long Branch car from Humber Loop to Park Lawn Road . 
Walk into the parking lot on the east side of. Mimico Creek) . 
Cars. Drive in from the foot of Far~ Lawn Road at 
Lakeshore Boulevard. 

ROSEDALE RAVINES - nature walk 
Leaders: Aarne and Helen Juhola 
Meet at Castle Frank subway station for a one-way walk to 
end at another subway station or bus stop. 

Time to reserve your place on the bus to KORTRIGHT for 
the bus outing on January 15th, by phoning Emily Hamilton 
at 484.0487. Confirm by sending your cheque for i9.00 
-payable to ''Toronto Field Naturalists Outing" to Miss 
Emily Hamilton, Apt.407, 3110 Yonge St. Tor. M4N 2K6 . 
Cheques must be received by January 12. 

Saturday 

Sunday 
Jan. 8 
10.30 a.m 

January 7 Junior Club meeting. See page 31 
WOODLOT ADJACENT TO ETOBICOKE GREENHOUSES - owls 
Leader: Bruce Wilkinson 
Meet in the parking lot of ~he greenhouses . (Anglese~ bus 
#2 from Rap.al York subway station to the corner of Rathburn 
anu Elmcrest. Walk north ot Elmcrest to the site) . 

Monday J a.nuary 9 TFN General meeting. See page JO 

Wednesday HOWNTHt:E MILLS PARK - nature walk 
Jan. 11 Leader: Billie Bridgman 
10. 00 a.m. Meet at Finch and Islington Avenues .. (Finch West bus#36, 

or Islington #37). 
Thursday 

Saturday 
J an . 14 
10.00 a . m. 

Sunday 
Jan. 15 
10.30 a . m 

January 12 Bird Group meeting. See page JO 

BOTANY BUILDING GREEKHOUSES.UofT. - ~ketching 
Leader: Diana Banville 
Meet at the door of Botany Building sharp at 10 AM. 
Photographers and sketchers welcome. Bring stool. 
( Subway to Queen's Park station, or Carlton car #506 
to University Avenue). Building on north-west corner 
of College st. and Queen's Park. 
KORTRIGHT CENTRE for CONSERVATION, Kleinburg. 
Leaders: Muriel Miville anu MTRCA staff. 
BUS OUTING. You must have reserved a place on the bus 
between Jan.3 anu 8; see these dates for details. Bus will 
leave at 10.30 a.m. from York Mills subway station anu will 
arrive back about 4 p.m. Meet at Yonge anu York Mills Road . 
Bring lunch. 

~dnesday January 18 Botany Group meeting. See page Jl 

Ask for a copy of the TTC Ride Guide at your local subway 
station. It's free! 
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U~COMit G OtTINGS - continued 

Sunday 
Jan. 22 
1.00 p.m. 

'l\1ednesday 
J2.n. 2~ 
10.00 a.m 

Thursday 
Sunday 
Jan. 29 
2.00 p.m. 

BLACK C~EcK - nature walk 
Leacier: Gavin Miller 
Meet on Eglinton Avenue West ~here it crosses Black Creek. 
(West of Keele Street, Eglinton West #32 bus). ie will be 
exploring south on a circular route. 

ETOBICOKE GREENHOUSES 
Leader: Roger Powley 
Meet at the greenhouse. (See Jan.8 for directions). 

January 26 Environu.iental Group meeting. See page 31 
HUMBER BAY FARK - beached birds survey 
Leader: Beth Jefferson 
(See directions given for December 28th). 

Saturday February 4 Junicr Club meeting. 

Monday FP-bruary 6 TFN General meeting. 

Keeping in touch ... October 5, 1983 

Dear TFN Members: 

It is not uncommon to see even the most lmowledgeable and well-intentioned 
botanists handling plants in order to inspect them more closely. Although 
naturally all environment-conscious persons will handle plants with care, 
often with tender loving care, it has been pointed out by Gus Yaki, president 
of Nature Travel Service, that in fact it may be harmful to touch plants at all. 

In his own words, the incident which led to this conclusion took place as follows: 
"In preparation for an orchid weekend, I had located suitable plants to show 
participants the next day, choosing specimens that were at their optimum. I 
had placed a marker near each one so that it would be easy to find during the 
walk. When we arrived, I discovered that all the orchids I had touched had 
been nipped off." Gus suggests that whatever creature was responsible for 
the damage may have been attracted by the salt or oil from his fingers. 

The implication is obvious. The next time you are inspecting a gorgeous 
specimen of, say, fringed gentian, eager to see every fibre of every leaf 
and petal, you might be doing the flower a favour by restraining your 
impulse to manipulate it, however delicately. A small stick or twig can 
serve the same purpose and will not leave traces of appetizing oil or salt 
on the flower. 

The one sacrifice required in order to acquire this good habit is that of 
foregoing the undeniable sensual pleasure of touching soft, beautiful petals 
and leaves. Small price to pay, however, if it means saving a life you love: 

Sincerely, Lise Anglin 
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projects 
BROWN 1S BUSH - A SUCCESS STORY 

"But I'm only one person. What can I do?" I suffered from this 
common syndrome for years before discovering a cure. Action. 
Not necessarily spectacular o:r heroic, just action that is reason
ably consistent with one's knowledge and ability. With no special 
training or experience, I saved my favourite "nature reserve" from 
the bulldozers. 

My nature reserve is not nationally or provincally significant. 
It is only si:x: acres of a mature maple-beech woodlot, with typical 
flora and fauna. It is locally significant because it is the only 
'WOOdlot of its kind within the Barrie city park system. I love 
this place, and consider it mine, having spent many happy hours 
there over the years, observing and photographing. When City Hall 
announced its plans to thin out the trees and bulldoze away the 
underbrush, I was dismayed. I felt helpless and angry. What 
could I do? I was only one person - up against City Hall. The 
city wanted "a nice clean park .. " Why should they care if' I 
wanted it natural? 

To make the best of a bad situation, I began spending as much time 
in the woods as possibleo My intent was to document photographic
ally for my own satisfaction. My constant presence there, however, 
attracted attention. People began inquiring about what I was 
doing. Soon I was presenting slide shows to explain my point of 
view. The developer who had donated the property to the city 
suggested that I make a presentation to City Hall. Encouraged 
by his support, I did as he suggested. Imagine my surprise and 
delight when both the planning and recreation departments agreed 
with me and decided to leave the bush "as natural as possibleo" 

There :Ls only one point on which we stlll disagree o I want the 
dead trees left standingo The c:i.ty belleves they must come down 
to avoid personal injury lawsu:tts,, I think the possibility of 
such injury is remote .. On this point, I would appreciate assist
ance or comments from anyone with similar e~perience. To back up 
my slide presentation~ I prepared a short si~-page brief on 
"Brown's Bush" and had it endorsed by the Brereton Field Natural
ists' Club of Barrie, of. which I c1m a member. I was able to pub
licize my cause f1.u·ther by preparing a half-hour program for our 
local cable TV stationo I recommend this as a cheap (free) method 
of promoting local projects~ I'm only one person - but I did it] 
Why don't you try it? , 

Johrr Clark, Barrie, Ontario 
(From SANCTUARIES, 2(1) Spring, 1983) ~. 

~ 
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Projects continued 

A CATALCCUING QI,' NE.'WSWORI'HY ITEhS 

As you read in the last issue of the Toronto Field Naturalist, we are keeping 
a file of newspaper articles pertaining to topics of concern to the TFN. 
The files have been slightly reorganized and now contain roughl y twenty 
subject headings with items in chronological order for each . The problem is 
locating the newsworthy articles in papers that the editorial committee 
does not -normally receive and this is where we need your help • 

. If you receive such local papers as the North YOrk/Scarboro/Markham Mirror, 
Cakville Beaver, Etobicoke Reporter, Mississauga News, or even the Toront o 
Star's Neig~bours East,. ~ and West, please help us out by clipping 
items you f eel might be useful in our files. Sample su~jects for c l i pping 
include: ma.mrrals , birds, toxic chemical s, local land use iss ues, acid rain, 
s oil a nd water conservation, Metro's natural areas , parks, hunting , f i shing , 

[> Gr eat lakes water quality, water and sewage treatment. Thes e can be sent 
to Margo McCulloch, 77 Burnaby Blvd., ( l ower), Toront o, ont . M_5N lGJ . 

The TFN has shown that records kept of topi cal environmenta l i ssues can 
l-e instrumental i n tackling specific problems pol itically. Help keep us 
on top of things by sending i n your newsworthy items. 

BANDED GYRFALCONS 

During the summer of 1983 , nestling gyrfalcons were banded in the Northwest 
Territories from Coppermine in the west-central NWl' to Cape lx>rset on South 
Baffin Island. Any observations of these birds should be sent to the Bi.rd 
Banding Office , Canadian Wi.ldlife Service, Ottawa , KlA OE7 and/or 
Bob Eromley, NW!' Wildlife Service, Yellowknife, NW!' XlA 219. 

This Mo-nth~s Cover 
"Zdravets" - by Diana Banville 

: Among the rocks of Macedonia grows the beautiful zdravets. On some June day, 
·while walking along Toronto straets, should you happen to pass a front garden 
with great cushions of magenta bloom in a border, look closely1 it may just 
be zdravets, and in all likelihood the people living there w.tll be Macedonians, 

i for settlers brought their national flower with them to the New !<i.brld and were 
· able to identify each other's homes in this way. In fact zdravets is in the 
logo displayed at Canadian Macedonian Place, O'Connor and Curity. The ex8lllple 
from which the picture was drawn was, however, located in your president's 
garden. If grown in the open there are thick masses of bloom but in Mu-y and 
Herb's garden the specimen is in a sheltered place, very leafy with fewer 
blooms , though plenty from the point of view of providing an attractive subject. 
Zdravets is apparently in the geranium family. (If anyone knows the scientific 
name of this plant, or anything else about it, please notify a member of the 
F.ditorial Committee). 

DB 
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GRANTS AVAILABLE 

The James L. Baillie Memorial Fund for Bird Research and Preser
vation invites applications for grants to support projects on 
Ontario birds in 198l+. The Fund's aim is to encourage field 
studies by amateur naturalists and to support projects which in
crease or disseminate knowledge of birds in their natural environ
ment or contribute to their preservation. Priority will be given 
to projects which draw on the resources of volunteer naturalists 
in conducting research or fieldwork and to applicants who do not 
have access to other sources of support. 

Two types of grants will be offered in 1981+: (a) Project Grants 
and (b) Atlas Fieldwork Grants. Any project which has a volunteer 
component and otherwise meets the Fund's objectives is eligible 
for a type (a) grant. Type (b) grants provide partial support 
for travelling e~penses to remote central and northern areas for 
fieldwork on the Ontario Atlas of Breeding Birds. 

Grants do not normally e~ceed $1 000. Applications for Project 
Grants are due by 31 December 1983 and for Atlas Fieldwork Grants 
by 29 February 1981+. All applications should be submitted on 
forms obtainable from the Secre·tary, The James L. Baillie Memorial 
Fund, c/o Long Point Bird Observatory, P.O. 160, Port Rowan, 
Ontario, NOE lMO. 

The Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation Foundation will 
accept applications for three $600.00 Bo Harper Bull Conservation 
Fellowship Awards up to February 17, 1984. 

The scholarships are available to encourage and assist university 
and college students residing or studying in the Metropolitan 
Toronto Region, and wishing to broaden their knowledge of conser
vation through study, travel, and practical e~perience. 

For further information and applications write: Waneeta Robertson, 
The Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation Foundation, 
5 Shoreham Drive, Downsview, Ontario, M3N ls4. 

Holidays al'e coming up and we hope wather conditions will be safe enough 
to allow members to bundle up and go out and enjoy Nature's quietest yet 
most exhilarating time. "Fl1 joy yourselves all. Our next issue will be 
the FElRUARY newsletter which you should receive after mid-January. 

F.ditorial Committee 
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The Miscellany 
Clippings, pamphlets, magazines, reports received for TFN Library. 
If you wish to borrow any of them, call 690-1963 ••• 

Beaver Pond Trail; Hemlock B11,!ff Trail; Peck Lake Trail; Lookout Trail; 
Spruce Bog Boe:i:dwalk. All by Dan Strickland with drawings by Howard Coneybeare. 
12-20-page booklets on the trails of Algonquin Park. Donated by Margaret Cook. 

Fern Tree Gully National J:!!:k, a folder describing this National Park near 
Melbourne, Australia. Sent to us by Charles Compton, a naturalist wio lives on 
the edge of the park, along with other material he has prepared himself, 
including suggestions for anyone planning a trip to the area. Bird checklist. 

CanBaJlk mak:ee recycling easy. clipping, SUNDAY FREEMAN Kingston NY Sept. 25/83, 
about a vending ~achine in reverse lobich pays the operator money for aluminum 
cans. 'lhese are already in operation in a number of U. s. cities. 

OJ?!!ration Solar - Passive Solar Living. 24-page brochure published by Northeast 
utilities (of New England), on solar homes, including weatherizing, choosing 
site, retrofits for existing house. 

Sanctuaries, Newsletter of the Nature Reserves Committee, Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists. No. 2 (1) Spring, 1983• 7 pages. 

The Nature Conservancy of Canad~, folder explainine aims o~ the organization. 
Alsoa Nature Conservancy Newsletter 8S-8J. one sheet. 

The Great Lakes, do we take them for granted? Folder published by the 
International Joint Commission Poliution from Land Use Activities Reference 
Group, Suite 800, 100 Ouellette Avenue, Windsor, Ont. N9A 6TJ. An information 
kit is offered. 

Everything stops for a mother bird, clipping from an E)iglish newspaper 
about a blackbird ~ich built its nest under the bonnet of a truck. A 
success story, sent in by Mrs. Mary Avison. 

Book Reviews from Library Journal August 1983, clipping highlighting reviews 
recommended by Doug Suarez, wiich he feels will be of interest to TFN inembers1 
"'The llving Birds of Eric Ennion" author Eric Ennion, wildlife artist, 
reviewed by L. Bartolini 1 "Care of the Wild I family first aid for all wild 
creatures" author W.J.Jordan and J.,Hughes, reviewed by G. Patr.waldi 
"Birding in Ohio" author Tom Thomson, reviewed by H.T.Arndstead. 

Starting Young - Effective outdoor education in the schools may be our 
environment's best hope for tomorrow. 8 pages excerpted from SEA.SONS, 
Fall, 19831 by J. :cavid Taylor. Suhnitted by Beth Jefferson. 

Eagle reward being offered 0 clipping dated Feb. 18/83, about rewnrd offered 
with a view to protection of birds in B.C. Wildlife Management Unit 1-6, 
where wanton killing has been occurring, particularly of raptors. Sent in 
by ::µi6z Roweg 

Identifying the ~oks which Identify the Plants III by Adele Crowder, excerpt 
from the BLUE BIU. Vol. 30 No. 2 June l98J. A 4-page annotated bibliography 
of recent literature of interest to field r~tanists. Donated by Winifred Smith. 

9 
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We have received another packet of literature from Jim Hodginst 

Guidelines for Wildlife P~licy in Canada by Federal-Provincial Wildlife 
Conference, approved by Wildlife Ministers' Conference 1982. 14 pages. 

Canadian ~i~n~cal Asso~lill...Q!l ~lem_ excerpts from Jan.82 and April 8J 
issues on the subject of transplanting for conservation, 6 pages, 4 articles. 

Bulletin of the .American Rock Garden Societ;l excerpts from Vol. 39 No. 1, 
Winter 1981 on the subject of terrestrial orchids, ethics on collecting. 
10 pages in all, 2 articles. 

SYl!lbiosis Between the F.arth and Humanki~~ by Rene Dubois, excerpt from SCIENCE 
Vol. 193, -4-pages. Aug./76. 

Pollina~ion_of Asarum canadense L. by H. Wildman, excerpt from SCIENCE Vol. 111 
May/50. Questions pollination of wild ginger by insects. 1 page. 

For Great Gardening, Turn to Ferns by F.G.Foster & J.T. Mickel, excerpt from 
GARDEN Mar/Apr/8J. \-hat ferns to grow and how-to. Sources recommended (ie 
nurseries and societies providing spores). 

The Aquatic Macrophytes of Some Lakes in Southeastern Ontario by A.A.Crowier 
et al., excerpt in English from LE NATURALISTE CANADIEN 104, 1977. 8 pages. 

The S irit of Wilderness and the Rell· us Communit by David Douglas, excerpt 
from SIERRA May June 1983, 2 pages. '!he article . suggests after all Mohamet 
had his cave, Buddha his forest and Jesus his desert.) 

REEDiscovery by Lauren Brown, excerpt from HORTICULTURE Feb./81, 5 pages. 
"W:>rldwide, there is a booming interest in Phragm:ites as a source of food, 
shelter, and fuel." Background, too, on our tallest grass (the one with plumes). 

Wildflowers for Sale by Lauren Brown, from HORTICULTURE May/81, J pages. 
About commercial exploitation of wildflowers and the alternatives. 

'.the Cjarden in the vb9ds by Margaret Hensel, from HORTICULTURE May 81, 5 pages. 
About a New England wildflower sanctuary flourishing after fifty years. 

Will Gar.lie Replace DQT7 by·L. Hills, from ORGANIC GARDENING AND FARMING 
Sept. T72. J pages. About emulsions made from garlic harmless to wildlife. 

Wilderness and the Maintenance of eedom by :Edward B. Swain, from THE fflJMA.ijIST 
Mar-Apr. 83, 4 pages. "The motivation to preserve wilderness has its basis in 
a fundamental need. 11 A lively discussion of the gamut of reasoning for and 
against conservation. 

Micmac Medicine by Harry 'I'hurston, from EQUINOX 2( 4) 1 ae, 1 page. "Modern 
pharmacologists vindicate prescriptions of ancient native herbalists." 

The Last Stand by Bob Benson, from THE F'INANCIAL POST MAGAZINE Apr1.l l/8J. 
1+ pages., ••can ~n eleventh-hour reforestation progr8.l!l restore our untended 
timberlands?" Abo11t the status of Canada's forests. 

'!hanks to all who have submitted material, We are beginning to acquire 
a useful resource file, OON'T FORGET TO MARK PUBLICATION, DATE & PLACE 
ON ALL CUPPINGS IF YOU'VE CUT THAT INFORMATION OFF. 
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IN EX.CHANGE 

FIELD DATA COLLECTING SYSTEMS 

while sounding somewhat official, field data collecting systems 
are something which most everyone interested in nature has used 
at one time or another. Quite simply it is a record of what was 
seen on a field trip, or maybe a list of which birds came to your 
feeder this winter. As naturalists we have a built-in curiosity 
about the happenings of our natural world, and one of the best 
ways to satisfy this curiosity is to put down on paper those 
events which have caught our interest. 

Reasons for collecting and storing this type of data vary almost 
from individual to individual - perhaps a project which is moni
toring range shifts in plants and animals; maybe someone is com
paring atmospheric events with activities of wildlife; or it 
could be that you just want to see if you saw more birds this 
year than last. In fact any reason will do, and sometimes the 
purpose isn't evident until an amount of information is gathered. 
For example, I'm doing a wildlife inventory of a small valley and 
have found that a micro-climate e*ists there when compared to the 
rest of the township. 

Here might be the place to outline just who may use a field data 
collecting system. Biologists, to be sure, those professional 
botanists, ornithologists, entomolog;i.sts and mammalogists, and 
you - the amateur naturalist. The trouble with many professionals 
is that they get so caught up in their one subject or species (due 
to personal interest or job requirements) that much of the surround
ing environment tends to be ignbred. Enter the amateur naturalist 
with the above-mentioned curiosity and the 'holes' start to get 
filled ino 

Now comes the ne~t question - what to record? I'll start by say 
ing anything and everything. But after an afternoon of sitting 
in a woodlot and ftlling pages with notes you may take the ne~t 
step and 'specialize' perhaps on a certain group of animals or 
maybe on wetlands only. However this sounds a bit like the profes
sional in the above paragraph so find a happy medium where you not 
only note the birds you've seen but also the tree species they 
were in or feeding upon. 

While we're on the subject of note-taking let's look at what 
should be recorded in the field for use in the future. First you 
should note the species as accurately a~ possible - just 'sparrow• 
won't doo If you cannot identify the species positively then put 
the probable name in brackets, e.g. (Field) Sparrow. 

Ne~t comes the date written out in full. Do not abbreviate as it 
will lead to confusion. For e~ample, does 11/09/80 mean the 11th 
of September or the 9th of November, 1880 or 1980? 

11 
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Now you need a location where you noted the subject. Again be as 
accurate as possible, giving lot and concession numbers in town
ships and street names and house numbers in urban areas. If you 
are familiar with topographic maps the latitude and longitude are 
also helpful. Habitat should be noted, as most species are site
specific - meaning that Killdeer are found in open, rural areas 
and Maidenhair Ferns are found in moist shady areas. List the 
prominent vegetation which immediately surrounds the subject, and 
include such things as "north facing slope"- or "signs of forest 
fire" if noteworthy. 

And now the reason for recording all the above remarks. This 
may include uniqueness of subject, its activities, abundance, size, 
direction of travel, and/or the weather. In this area you can 
never write too much, only too little. And finally the observer, 
that's you. Write your name as fully as possible and avoid just 
initials (e~cept on long lists when initials can be e~plained 
elsewhere on the same list). Included here should be the names 
of others who witnessed the same event, as this can be very use
ful when verifying unusual species reports. 

There are many ways of recording the above but again, this will 
vary with each individual. Printed checklists, or just plain 
lists, are the easiest and most common ways utilized to collect 
field data. However, note that additional information is diffi
cult to annotate. I've found that field observation cards are 
about the handiest way to maintain a consistent manner of record 
making. They fit in a pocket, pack, or glove compartment very 
well; once completed in the field they can be stored easily and 
they allow a quick visual search when looking for past data. 
Shown are two types which I've found useful - the individual ob
servation card (Fig. 1) and the multiple listing card (Fig. 2). 
Each has its minor drawbacks but can work quite well when used in 
conjunction with the other. 

With the multiple listing card, each species has a card and many 
subsequent sightings can be listed one after the other, providing 
a quick reference to first flowering or arrival date for each year. 
However detailed observation is difficult to list in the space 
provided. The individual card allows for lots of information, 
but you may find yourself repeating a lot of information from card 
to card for the same species. I utilize both types in that I 
carry individual cards with me in the field for unique sightings, 
but also make a quick list which can be added to the correct 
multiple listing card at home. 

As shown in the illustrated cards, robin sightings are noted but 
an asterisk tells me to check the individual cards for more infor
mation about that particular sighting. The date will get me to the 
matching card if more than one individual card is on file. 
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Storage of your field information may range from a loose-leaf 
binder with your daily lists to data cards filed in bo~es to 
discs attached to micro-computers. The latter method is becoming 
more common each day as places such as the Wye Marsh Wildlife 
Interpretation Centre are starting to put collected data into 
programs for quick and accurate retrieval of select pieces of data. 

One 1 ast point, and th"'t _is never throw any information out. If, 
for some reason, you lose interest in recording field data, or you 
inherit a bo~ full of bird lists, please pass the information on. 
Nature centres, research centres and fellow naturalists are always 
looking for past data to compare with present findings. Once the 
information, no matter how trivial it seems, is lost •• o • it 
is lost forever. 

by David Hawke -

WILDLIFE OBSERVATION CARD 

Species . Ro~'-"· ...... . 1. .. r.&~. -~- ....... . ....... from The E;r:mine, 

Location . ~~f. -~ . ~~~-. ~ .. /'."1 ... ~~-/, .. . T "':'/! ., .. . !i"':" .''.''f. -~~- ✓• ~'." r Vol. II, No. 1. 
Date/Time .. /-:Irr: . J~~I_ ...... _1_:_3'!{":'. .......... _ ..... 

May 1983, 
The Orillia 

Habitat . ~C_""'.';_._ o/.c~. _,._~.,~!, 1~~---~ . ["'...,_"'. . ~· .. r~--:-. ~~ ... '~ ......... Naturalists' Cl 
Remarks . fr),_,._, _ .'-:";_~t.-. f. ~f~."- '.""~ l.-_ .. _\,. _(/~•-~- _e7<_1 .y.e_/f~':".f~ .. 

I ~ ~ , r, .P 
• .'Q'i" .• . . 7 '!""'?~. "'· _,_r<._ .t<:41 "1:l,,r,.\ 1 .'!<! . -~- l;f,t. \-'.;f~. _re-l .. J~~ .. 

b. 3 , I I ' k I I • . 
. . r.u .. ':" .L 1 ••. f~~T~y•f-''.1 .. T~ . ~-- _'-:';*~ .~l?<?'°.,...· .-J, .S:1:'"7'."'!. ~o_-!(-•~'°-s 
Observer _ V,,..,;,J /-t4..,kt_ J~ Vo(k ........... /, .... . . . . ' ..... 

• ♦ • ' • • • • • •' • • • • o • I 

ub 

Return to: 
DAVID J. HAWKE 

R.R. 4 Coldwater. Ontario LOK lEO 

F:i.g. 1 IndiVidual Observation Card 

SPECIES: Roh,n ~,.Ji,4.J 'Z:}.iorc;(for,"~ S I -
Date 1.,-.caaoh ObMfVff Remarka 

11a .... .18 1181 t..-1:-1 c;.,.. c. 1'1<6' ... fc T..,. D. ;.1.,..,ke. /tr,,.,.,, fl,.; I :)C:'4U"" 

J:. L 5"; l"r8 I l+. I c..., ,.-1J,..tc. r..,,., 0. H .. ..,ke f•;~--1 .. l b ... o * 
Q.. -l-.2, 1'6 I L.+. ! ( ... (, 1'1,L.+c.. o. /-1,...,(...c,_ J "~ +- f(t'I"\ f-L SC"! ro,,., 

J..!r. fr, ( ,. ... 4 /''\~J 
o. _,1 ,T. ;. i,;,..l~ J sl q +i.~ 

/"l""h ll 1"1 l t I,+.. I,, ( 
of st .. , .... 

Miv,~ ll.l'ill U1<+ C ... 1 T.. T..,t o.1-1 ..... kt. 7 LJ\ A ~r,,L .. .._ l l s u, ,o ... 

!'I.Anh ,2-. ,~,1 +L D. /14..,ke IZ,b: .. \ ' /as +-.1"1,J e.vc,yw~t"<-

11""~.J'i }tf 1 L.f I Co ... <. ,1f'Jo~t'. J".1-t ...... k p.-,r 11oL~ + 

Fig. 2 !"J.Ultiple Listing Card 
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A WINDOW ON DURBAN 

The day I went to look at my present flat in Durban, South Africa, I saw ten 
white storks sailing majestically over the building, .which I took to be a good 
omen, and so took the flat. It is at the top of a modern high-rise on top of a 
high ridge. One sat of windows looks over Durban Harbour, and the other side 
has a panoramic view of tree-covered rolling hills for hundreds of kilometers. 

A hundred and fifty years ago Durban Harbour teemed with fish and waterfowl, 
and on the shore hippos and elephants wandered. No hippos nor elephants remain 
in the area today, except in zoos and game-parks: all have given way to the 
motor car which rules supreme! The one island in the harbour was covered in 
mangroves; now the island is covered in buildings. There are still many fish 
in the sea and Indians fish from the pier every day. Egrets and herons still 
stalk some of the harbours when the tide is out. The turn of the tide reveals 
numerous boy surfers riding the waves. 

Durban boasts numerous beautiful resident birds among the exotic tropical 
flowers and foliage. W1en a storm is imminent, the pied crows flit and jostle 
around the TV aerial, in the air currents: they are fairly common around the 
city, useful scavengers I believe. Every morning and evening the hadadas 
call as they fly to and from their roosts; their call is a loud ''hadada!" 
They are a lovely species of ibis, with pinky-mauve iridescent back and wings, 
'Which frequent the gc,ounds and pick up crickets for lunch under the mango 
trees and azalea bushes. 

Among the most beautiful are the little laughing doves which frequent the 
avenues lined with flamboyant trees. 'Ibey have, coats of pink, uuve, and blue, 
with beige spots on the chest, also coo gently and are quite delightful. 

The bird chatter which is ever-present comes from the Indian mynah birds. These 
interesting birds crune over fifty years ago with the Indians liilo came to wrk 
in the cane fields I believee '!he Indians have prospered and so have the 
mynahs. Flock after flock of them fly up the avenues at dawn from their roosts 
to their favourite strutting-grounds; 

An attractive bird of the cj_ty is the bulbul, in appearance rather like an 
American flycatcher, with black head1yellow tail-coverts,uut with a musical 
call. Sometimes I hear "tea.kettle, teakettle" and know it :to be a black
collared barbet, with rad head 0 black collar, and yello'W'"'anc-;ihit,~ ~:-10s!:.. 
Yellow weaver birds live in the park among their hanging nests. Rumour has it 
that, since the nests are high this year, there will be floods, but I suspect -
with the present three-year drought - there are othEtr reasons. 

By the noisy highway I see little star robins in the bushes; they are lovely 
mossy green with white eye-rings, and are the size of English robins. 

Hawks frequent the city1 and other birds I have trouble identifying1 as the best 
bird books here have poor plates~ (Wlere are you, Roger Tory Peterson?) Bird
watchers have an easier titne in the Americas! 

Joy Pocklington 

(See also (307) 14-1?,A 779 wlth descriptions and illustrations of some of 
the birds mentioned above.) 
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A SURVEY OF ONTARIO BIRD LITERATURE - Part 18 

Tanage~s and Finches 

Tanagers. 
'-' ,·, 'd J.{ 19r.1 ::iu1.i1.ier Tanager at London. Ontario. The Canadian 1. ...cot t, uav1. , .• , u • _ 

Field-Naturalist 75(4): 264. 
2. Fenny, v.A,, 1946. Soue notes on the transition of tanagers. The Inter-

mediate haturalist 1(1): 9-10. 
0 · bid The Ontario Field J. Baillie, J.L., 1958. Western Tanager an ntar1.o r • 

Liologist 12: 28-29. . 
4. Brunton, iian, 1967 • First record of the Surnr:aer Tanager in Ottawa• Ontario. 

The Canadian Field-l;aturalist 81(4): 274. 

Cardinal, grosbeaks. 
1. Bussell, Uavid J.T. end lHchael J. Porter, 1976. Hlue Grosbeak at Long 

Point. The Ontario Field iiio1ogist 30(2) : 47. 
2 . Mackintosh. James ii.., 1954. !lotes on the Cardinal. l;ewsletter (TFh) 127 . 

J. Rutter, ltussell J., 1958. Cardinal versus Northern Shrike. The Canadian 
Field-~aturalist 72(4): 157 . 

Evening Grosbeak. 
1. peek, George K., 1~73. ilesting of the Evening <..rosoeak rnesperiphona 

vespertina) in untario. The Ontario Field biologist 27: 38-4u. 
2. Putman, ',Jilliar.a L., 1957. Late spring occurrence of the Evening Grosbeak 

in Horthern Lincoln County. The Canadian Field-l◄aturalist 71: 33-34. 
3. Speirs, Doris ti . , 195v. l•otes on ~vening Grosbeaks. i;ewsletter (U10 92. 
4. ~peirs, J. Hurray, 1972. J:.vening Grosbeak energetics. The Untario Field 

Biologist 26: 16-19. 

Purple Finch, House Finch. 
l. JaMes, Ross l.l,, 1978. I·,esting of the House Finch (Carpodacus ruexicanus) 

in Untario. The Untario Field biologist 3i<2): 78. 
2. 1·1ackintosh, James R., 1955. Hates on the Purple Finch. l,ewsletter (TFl,) 

130: 6-7. 
3. l\isliet, J. Robert, 1981. Third record of House Finch, Cerpodacus r,1exicanus, 

for l'ickerinr, To\mship. Pickering Naturalist 6(3): 265-26( .• 
4. Parker, Bruce iJ., 1S81. The House Finch in the Toronto Region. Toronto 

Field Naturalist 33y: 28. 
5. !:>sunders, l<.,11., 1965. Expansion of the house Finch's range in eastern 

Horth A1:,erica. Newsletter(TFN) 21u: 2-3. 
6, Slilout, Anne u. and Marvin s., 1981. Our backyard nur93l;j'f young House 

Finches and hne Siskins. The Cardinal 104: 23·25. 

~iskins, Goldfinches, Cro,:;sbills. 
l. Barfoot, Mrs., H48. Hest: of the American Goldfinch. HewsletterCTFh) 78. 
2. Cringan, A.T., A. Salvadori and K.H. Manske, 1971. Red Crossbill breeding 

in \..Jellinpton Countv, Ontario. The Ccrnadian Field-llaturalist 85: 258. 

3. Knii.;ht~;. ~lpb, 195C. ?ine Sisldns at :Purpleville. iJewsletter(TFl,) 96. 
4,Lowthier, ,Tames I~. pnd l~obert .i::. \lalker, 1967. ::;ex ratios and win£ chord 

lcnr,ths of Pine Siskins(Spinus pinus) in t'.Hgonguin ~ark, Ontario. 
The Canadian Fieic.l-klturalist Ul(J): 22C-222. 

5• Middleton, A.L.A., 1~77. lncrease in overwintering by the Aoerican Goldfinch, 
CP. rduclis tristi~ .. • ln Lntario. The Canadian Field-iiaturalist 91: 16.:,-
17 2. 
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American Sparrows. 
1. Oodtrcy, -W. Eorl, l9U,. Cloy-colo4red~_r..r.illi. ncsling ot Ottawa, Ontario. 

1'lll· ~Dn,,dim1 Fi ,:,.J -~1nt~r:.ilist Bv(4): :.!55. 
2. 1-Jorris, J. ::itafiord, 19(.S . J,eport on 6avanntl1.Jll@.rn, !,ewsletter(TFl,) 243. 
3. Harris, J. ~tafford, 1c;70, ~~stern fo:x Sparrow. l,ewsletter (Ti:~) 24~. 
4. Harris, J, Stafford, 1S7C. keport on t~e Henslow's Sparrow. Newsletter 254. 
5. Hur.1phries, John 1::.., 1949. tlotcs on thE: Junco. l,ewsletter (TF~n 83: 3-4. 
6. Ivor, koy, 1954. Juncos feedinr; on suet. t;ewsletter (TFI;) 123: 7-8. 
7. Jarvis, John D., l ':, 65. ,, Grasshopper Sparrow in our study area. The !:>outn 

~eel Naturalist 6(13): 3, 
e. Long, k. Charles, 1968. First occurrence of the Cassin's Sparrow in Canada. 

The Ontario Field liiologist 22: 34. 
9. lHtchener, A.J., lC,56. Clav-coloured .;;narrow nestini; in C.,rey Coup~, 

Ontario. The Canadian Field-:,aturelist 7G(3): 141. 
l(;. Perks-,--n-:-i:~ 1961. The Clav-coloured Sparrow in Untario. The South 

Peel haturalist 3(8-9): 1-5. 
11. Sveirs, J.·Murray, 1938. Al>undance of s p.s:r::-ows in Toronto Renion, The 

Chn t 2 ( 2 ) : 6 - 10 • 

12. Jari.,ain, W.it., 1~71. Lark Bunting near London. The Cardinal 69: 3-4. 
13. Jaqu,itl., Barbara, 1Y57. A Green-tailed Towhee at Terra Cotta. r;ewsletter 

(TFlT) 146: 9-lu. 

Lonr:spurs. Snow Bunting. 
1. Pike, Neville, 1973. Notes on La?lend Longspur behaviour vDriance. Pickering 

ffaturalist 2(4): 8, 
2. Nisbet, i{ob, 1979. B:mdinr ::inow Buntin-:;s i:1 Aia~: / year two. i'ickerinb 

i,aturalist 4(2): 63-64. 
3, \lt!ir, R.D., H. O:uilliam ;and R. horr.ian, 1972. First record of Chestnut

collared Lon;;spiir ih C!ntar,io. The .C,madian Field-liiaturalist 86: 
382-383. . 

Bruce D. Parker (449-0994) 

CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ASSOCIATION 

This group has consistently worked for tougher enforcement of existing 
laws and for law reforms which are needed to protect the Canadian environment. 
The Association has successfully lobbied for passage of the Environmental 
Assessment Act; H Presented Canadian concerns in one of the Hooker CheTqical 
sites, and it has worked for CONE (Niagam Escarpment). 
Membership a 
1 year $15.00; 2 years $28.00; J years $LI-0.00. 
They would welcome donations. 

Your cheque should be made payable to the Canadian Environmental I.aw Research 
Poundation. and sent to 8 York Street, 5th Floor, Toronto, Ont. M.5J 1R2. 
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IN THE NEWS 
FIRE USED TO RESTORE PRAIRIE 

At noon , April 26, the (Objihway Prairie Nature Preserve) went up in flames. 
SMoke plumed 600 metres into the air, flames licked up 3 metres or more in 
height ; a helicopter hovered overhead, overseeing progress of the burn; and 
media photographers were angling for the best locations. Four hours later, 
it was all over. The object of the Objibway burn was to save the prairie - 
home to t"WO of the . more than 180 plant species which are significant or rare 
in Canada. Without intervention by man, Objibway would eventually have become 
a deciduous forest. Scrub trees .- some 12 to 15 years old -- were well rooted 
and too large to burn down. So a ministry crew cut them down. The burn took 
care of the rest. Nextyear ( Ministry of Natural Resources officials) hope to 
(have another fire). This year's burn took place on the 40.5 hectare northern 
section of the preserve. The southern J4.4 hectare section has not been 
touched . This year's fire cost about $7,700. 
from 'the Windsor Star, saturday, October 8, 1983 

EAGLES EAT FALCONS 

An attempt to restO'.t'e endangered :peregrine falcons in Sequoia National Park 
turned i nto a picnic for golden eagles. Three fledgling falcons were released. 
Two wer e devoured by eagles. Biologists recaptured the third. 

from the news letter of The Ontario Forestry Association, September 1983 

GULLING THE GULIS 
Readers who have studied the peculiar habits of seagulls, willingly or not, 
may be intrigued by a recent item from Prince Edward Island. It seems the 
birds were dropping clam shells onto a seaside highway in an effort to smash 
them open, and tile shells were creating havoc for motorists. Finally, a 
naturalist suggested painting large white gulls on the road; as predicted , the 
real gulls scattered at the sight of ·oth&r birds , afraid it might claim the 
focxi f or itself. If the problem persists, of course, the authorities could 
try painti ng large pictures of Dave Winfield. 

from The Globe and Mail, October 12, 1983 

HALT OF HERBICIDE PRODUCTION WINDFALL FOR SPRAY OPPONENTS 

Dow CheMical's decision to abandon a fight to sell the controversial.herbi cide 
2,4, 5-T in the United States may give Nova Scot ia environmentalists a vic~ory 
they could not gain in a costly courl battle . The U.S. company said it was no 
longer economical to participate in a cattle with the Environmental Protection 
Agency t o remove restrictions placed on the sale of 2,4,5-T in the United States. 
Hours later, the ~'pA announced it would not be legal to sell 2,4,5-T in the 
United States once present supplies are depleted. A Canadian spokesman for 
Dow sai d that the company decided it would not be economical to prcxiuce the 
herbicide unless it could be sold in the United s tates. The decision has left 
canadian users , ma.inly in the forest industry scrambling for an alternative t o 
2, 4 , 5-T because Dow was the world's major prcxiucer and the only one in North 
America . Alternative herbicides are available in'the United States, but there 
appea rs t o be none in Canada, a fore st-prcxiuct company spokesman said. Nova 
Scotia Forest Industries has no stockpiles of 2,4,5-T and little is available 
e lsewhere . The decision by Dow comes less than two months after Nova Scotia 
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Forest Industries won the right ta resume use of the herbicide in a court 
battle with a group of Cape Breton and northern Nova Scotia landowners . The 
Nova Scotia Supreme Court rejected ~n application by the landowners for a 
permanent injunction against spraying of 2,4,5-T and 2,4-D on the company's 
softwood plantations near their properties. The landowners argued that 
spraying constituted a danger to health. An impurity which sometimes occurs 
in the production of 2,4,5-T is TCDD, a form of dioxin. Exposure to minute 
quantities of dioxin has been linked to cancer in humans. The EPA imposed 
restrictions on 2,4,5-T after research suggested it might be linked to mis
carriages in Oregon, where foresters were using it to kill underbrush. It is 
used for the same purpose in Nova Scotia. The herbicide, a type of hormone, 
kills plants by inciting them to abnormal growth . 

from The Globe and Mail, October 19, 1983 

IF YOU WANT TO HELP--

Donations can 'be sent to: Herbicide Fund, c/o Connie Shell, R.R. #1, South 
Haven , N.S. BOE JGO or (for a tax-deductible receipt) to: Forestu Committee , 
Ecology Action Centre, Old Provincial ArchiYes Building, Dalhousie University, 
Halifax , N.S. BJH JJ5 
Send letters requesting the de-registration of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T to Eugene 
Whelan, Minister of Agriculture; Charles Caccia, Minister of the Environment ; 
and r-;onique Begin, i'-'.inister of Health and iJelfa:re. Address: House of Commons , 
ottawa, Ontario KlA OA6 
Send letters to the Government of Nova Scotia asking that they appeal the 
decision and help pay the costs and damages so the plaintiffs do not lose their 
homes and farms. Write Greg Kerr, Environment r,;inister, and George Henley, 
11inister of Lands and Forests, Provincial House, Halifax, N .S. BJJ 2YJ. 

US DAM APffiOVAL ANGERS CANADIANS: The United States Government 
has given the final go-ahead to a key feature of the Garrison 
water project in North Dakota, upsetting the Canadian Government, 
which r1as long opposed the project as a potential source of 
pollut i on in the river s of neighbouring Manitoba. Canadian 
officials said they regard the awarding of a dam constr~ction 
contract as a signal the United States intends to press ahead 
with t he full Garrison water diversion plan and they sai~ t hey 
have not been fully consulted as promised. 
(Pr om the Globe & Mail, September 7, 1983) 

PORT REJECTED AT STOKES POINT 
A task force has narrowly recommended against a port development 
on the Yukon's environmentally sensitive North Slope, as proposed 
by Gulf Canada Ltd. of Tor9nt~. However, Indian Affairs and North
ern Development Minister John Munro only accepted it as an °interim" 
document. The proposed development is within an area set aside by 
the federal Cabinet in 1978 f9r a national park. Environmental 
groups are opposed to Ottawa granting Gulf even a possible "tem
porary" base at Stokes Point, as suggested by the company. 

The native groups - which want outstanding land claims settled be
fore development proc~ed~ - voted against allowing a port at Stokes 
Point. Gulf wants a marin~ base at Stokes Point to serve its 
Beaufort Sea oil e~ploration and development program. In the mean
time, the company uses floating barges offshore as supply vessels . 

(The Globe & Mail, October 19, 1983.) 
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INTERNATIONAL BIOLCGICAL PRCGRAf1i 

The apparent inevitability of global temperature changes calls for 
a more urgent response by Canadian governments than has so far 

been in evidenceo In the early seventies, the International Bio
logical Program recommended the establishment of a system of 
ecological reserves in Canada. These reserves were conceived 
primarily as protection for representative ecosystems, and as 
bench-marks against which sG.ientists could measure ecological 
change due to man-made or other influences. While ecological re
serve legislation and reserves exist in most provinces, they have 
often been given absurdly low priorityo 

The federal record is equally dismalo In 1975 the IBP program 
recommended 71 sites for designation in northern Canada. Only a 
handful of these have been given any kind of formal protection. 
Only one, Polar Bear Pass on Bathurst Island, has actually been 
declared an ecological reserve. And it is in our North where some 
of the most dramatic climatic shifts are expected. 

We may not be able to alter the course of climatic change, but we 
can prepare now to detect the changes when they happen, and to 
learn how to cope with themo A significant short-term global 
warming will alter almost every ecosystem around the worldo It 
will force the migration and possible extinction of millions of 
species upon which our well-being dependso At the very least it 
will dictate a massive realignment of our conservation effortso 

(Letter written by Arnet Sheppard, Canadian Nature Federation, 
Ottawa, to the Globe & Mail, October 31, 19830) 

FARMLAND~: Fooci, C:anndians might think, would be a prime concern 
of Canadian governments. ~11ey would be wrong. Farmland, says a 
study by the federal ~~nvironr.ient Department, is disappearing at 
an alarming rate. Quebec and the Maritimes lost more than half 
their agricultural land base between 1961 and 1976, the period 
~overed by the study; Ontario lost 20 oer cent or more· southern 
British Columbia nose-dived. Ontario's Niagara fruit belt - "a 
unique Canadian land resource" - and the Okanagan Valley are 
under the greatest pressure to be diverted to other uses and 
;hey produce the tender fruit which cannot be proquced eisewhere. 
J3et;;een 1961 ai:id 1976 Canadian imports of .foodstuffs increased by 
69.;;i per cent in constan1; dollars. And who was the biggest cus
tomer.for the aggregate that would displace Niagara's peaches 
cherries and grapes? The Ontario Government. Canada is a bi~ 
country, but only 11 per cent of its land has any agricultural 
v~lue and j1:lst.0.6 per cent is prime farmland. By 2000 Canada 
~ill need millions more acres to feed its growing population. 
But the farmland vanishes. 
(From the Globe&: l-lail, September 1, 1983) 
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OSHAWA SECOND MARSH 

In January 1983 a joint federal-provincial-municipal body (Task Force) was 
established at the request of the Oshawa Harbor commission Chairman • . The basic 
mandate of the Task Force was to .look at the long-term circmnstances surrounding 
Oshawa's port and present landholdings of the oshawa Harbor Commission. They 
have discovered that any expansion, if and when it might ever be warranted, 
should take place out inthe lake, · .not in the SECOND MARSH. They even suggest 
that the marsh, because of its environmental importance t~ wildlife etc., 
shou]d be preserved. Their final report will be presented to the Oshawa 
Harbor Commission in January, 1984. 12.Y!: cards and letters regarding their 
findings should be sent to Mr. Derek Sweet, Cha.irrna.n 1 Qshawa Harbor Commission, 
1050 Farewell, Oshawa, Ont. LlH 6N6. 

condensed from a special bulletin (Oct. 28) of the Second r-:arsh Defence Association. 
Inc. P.O. Box 762 , Oshawa, Ont, LlH 7h9 

(See also page JO.) 

LAKI ONTAlflO 

PRESENT USES 
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The following words are used, in a broad sense, when considering habitats . 

MESIC 

HYDRIC 

XERIC 

having or chal'acterized by a modera.te amount of moisture : neither 
hydric mr xeric. 

- means an abundance of moisture 

- means deficient in moisture 

A ma:ple-beech woods is 11mesic 11 , an oak woods is 11dry-mesic11 

MEROMIOTIC - (of A lake) means undergoing incomplete circulation at the f all 
overturn. Compare holomictic. 

HOLOMICTIC - (0£ a 1ake) means undergoing a complete ci~culation that extends 
to the deepest parts during overturn. 

OVERTURN - the einking of surface water and rise of ~ottom water in a lake 
that results from changes in d@nait~ auQ to ohe.ngee in temperature 
and that commonly occurs in spring and fall whenever lakes are 1 

icebound in winter. (Sort that one out!) 

Crawford Lake, Ontario, is under study as it is said to be 
meromictic. (See November newsletter, p.7). 

PELAGIC - means of the open sea, sealing and whaling. So, when we called 
our boat trip on Lake Ontario a pelagic trip we were misusing 
the word. Perhaps lacustral would be better? 

HALO~HYTE - a plant which will grow in saline soil. 

)1ESOPHYTE - a plant of medium moisture and light requiremente, intermediate 
between those of very dry and very wet environments. 

ALVAR - a geomorphological term describing an area of thi n soil over 
essentially flat limestone rock , with s~ant vegetation (term 
used in Sweden and Estonia). 

Sourcea: The definitions have been obtained fro~ Webster's Dictionary, 
Gr?,y• s Manual of :Bot:;(, Introduction to Plant Taxonomy by 
G.H.M. Lawrence, Ontar o Field Biologist, Vo. 29, f2. 

FON Christmas cards will again be on sale at the December General Meeting. 
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An Eva1 uation System for \~et lands of Ontario s outh of the Preca·1brian Jhie ld • 
Wildlife Branch, Ontario f;!inistry of Natural Hesources, 1983, Limited 
Distrit,ution, 7/.J4 pp., free 

''Some people relieve that wetlands shouJd be left in a completely undisturbed 
state, while others contend they should be used for a variety of purposes 
ranging from birdwatching to peat extraction or farming. Needless to say, 
resolution of these conflicting opinions is not easily achieved." This is 
from "Evaluating Southern Ontario Wetlands" by David L. Euler Ontario 
Wetlands Conference, Federation of Ontario Naturalists, Toronto, 1981. 

In recognition of this pro1'1em, a federal-provincial committee was set up in 
7981 under the chairmanship of Dr. David Euler to develop a. system for 
,~easuring the vaJues of southern Ontario's wetlands. The result of the 
comrr.i ttee 's labours is the comprehensive yet relatively simple rnanua.1 which is 
thP, suriject of thil3 review. 

The manual presents a system in which point values are assigned to each of 57 
elements grouped under four headings or components: biological, social, 
hydrological and special features. The total points generated under each 
component gives a measure of the values of the wetland. 

The first half of the evaluation process is the collection and organizing of 
field and other data. This is done with the help of instructions in the 
manual. and the information is entered on the Wetlann Data sheets. Except for 
one element requiring special equipment available from the Pinistry of Natural 
Resources, none of the required data should present .much difftculty to a 
person with the necessary knowledge, time and patience. 

In the second half of the evaluation, point values are assigned to the 57 
e le"lfmts accoroing to instructions in the manual. These ; are entered on the 
Wetland Evaluation sheets, which again should present little difficulty. 
Pinally the points are totalled to give the value of each of the four main 
components of the evaluation. 

SpeciaJ emphar;,is is placed on the minimum level of knowledge and training 
necessary to complete an accurate and objective evaluation which will be 
capabJe of withstanding cJose, and possibly hostile, scrutiny. The basic 
quaJifications recommended in the manual are an ability to identify common 
plant species, and two weeks' fieJ.d training with somebcd.y thorough1y familiar 
with application of the system. 

'.1hi le there will procably be some naturalists ~ho will disagree with the 
objectives and details of the manual, there is no doubt that it presents a 
weJl-written and systematic approach to evaluating wetlands. The instructions 
are cJear and the data and evaluation sheets very well laid out and easy to 
follow. 

It would be interesting, instructive and useful for suitably qualified TFN 
members to apply the system to the wetlands of hetro Toronto. This would 
provide a major contribution to the Ravine Survey program of the Club. 

John Harris 
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*An Address Book for Naturalists edited by Doris Huestis Speirs , Natural Heritage/ 
Natural History Inc .. Toronto, 1983. 115 pp, illustrated, $-9.95 hardcover 

Like so many calendars and date books produced in recent years, this publication 
has a dual purpose. Basically it is an address book; however, it also contains 
inspirational quotations collected from many sources (as well as a few of her 
own) by Margaret Mo~e Nice (the famous ornithologist and author of Research 
is a Passion with M~). The book is illustrated throughout with woodcuts of 
nature subjects by Sylvia Hahn, formerly an artist with the Royal Ontario 
Museum. All this was edited and arranged by Doris Speirs, long-time TFN 
member who is THE authority on evening grosbeaks and editor of l11rs. Nice's 
autobiography. HJ 

Atlas of the Rare Vascular Plants of Ontario by G. W. Argus and D. J. White, 
National Museum of Natural Sciences, National 1'11useum of Canada, Part 1 (1982); 
Part 2 (1983). 8½" X 11" format, bilingual, free (Send to Botany Division , 
National Museum of Natural Sc-iences, ottawa, Ont. KlA O~i8) 

This publication which is being published in sections, is designed to be held 
in a three-ring binder. Part 1 includes the Cyperaceae, the Liliaceae , and 
the Orchidaceae. Part 2 includes 10 more families . For each plant a range 
wap for Ontario as well as the range for North America are provided. Habitats, 
status, references and notes are also included for each species considered . 
Also , for each family, the status of plants not considered rare as well as an 
updating on name changes are given. Publications of this sort are very useful 
in 'hri.nging to the attention of the amateur the status of plants which though 
common localJy may, in fact, be rare elsewhere. HJ 

Guide to Orchids of North America by Dr. W. Petrie, Hancock House, Vancouver/ 
\1ashington, 1981. 8¼" X 5-!", 128 pp •• , illustrated with colour photographs·, 
maps and drawings, soft cover, $14.95 

With this well-designed book in hand, any amateur naturalist should be a ble to 
identify more than 100 species of orchids. The difficulty will be in finding 
the orchids to identify. Although this family of plants fascinates many people, 
in fact, few North American orchids are spectacular. !'•Jany are very small and/ 
or grow in forbidding places such as bogs during blackfly season. For Toronto 
naturalists this book is of special interest because many of the photographs 
in it are those of Dr. Donald Gunn of Oakville, a long-time member of TFN. 
As well as a North American range map, drawing of the flower and one or two 
photographs of almost every species described, the book includes a description 
of each species, its habitat, flowering season, and often special features . 
Again , it is this kind of pubJ.ication which teaches the field naturalist the 
fine differences between apparently similar plants -- a help in identifying 
plants quickly in the field which. hopefully, will eventually eliminate 
the need to collect in order to identify. 

HJ 

Th; Birds o.f Peterborough Colmty, an annotated list by Doug Sadler, 1981. 
17,) pag':s, bJ.ack-and-white illustrations. Available fror-1 Peterborough Field 
NaturaJ.u;ts, PO Box 15'32, Peterborough, Ont. K9J 7H7, at $7. 51) plus postage. 
(1;5,00 pJ.us postage before Dec.15/8J). 

*Loth books mentioned in this review will be for sale a t the December Genera] 
r:eeting of the TFN. Order Desk phone (L~l6) 694-7907. or available ty nia.il · 

.from Natural Heritage/Natural History Inc., P.O. Box 69, Postal Station H, 
Toronto. Ont. h4C 5H7, Address Book ... $9.95 hard cover• Research is a 
Passion.•• 1:111.95 hard/$10 ,95 soft cover. Both books co~bined $20, soft cover. 
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AOOlJI' THE NEW BIRD CHART ••• 

At last I've had a chance to sit down and study my copy of the TFN's new 
Toronto Region Bi.rd Chart by Bruce Parker (1983). I understand it's a TFN 
best-seller and can see my - since we've needed it for a long time. TFN's 
Bi.rd Migration Cltart (1968) has served us well but has needed updating (although 
pencilled changes based on Clive Goodwin's article - TFN ( 286) 12, N74 - and 
other notes have extended the effective life of my copy). 

Looking at the tl«> charts I can see now that there is no real comparison. The 
1983 version is not exclusively a migration chart like the 1968 one, but 
indicates relative abundance as well (eg - a heavy line in the 1968 chart 
indicates the time of heaviest concentration of a species even though it may 
be a comparatively uncommon species. In the 1983 chart the heavy line always 
means that the species, ~t that time, is an abundant or common one.) 

A glance t~lls me wiat my chances are of seeing a given birdi 'Ihick line 
excellent, thin line pretty good, broken line not so good - except if I happen 
to be in the haunt of a "local" bird - eg nighthawk* in downtown Toronto. 
(This threw me at first because of my Torontonian chauvinism - but we have to 
remember some species common in the heart of the city may not be so in the rest 
of the range, which after all covers a circle with a 60-mile diameter,) The 
dots and X's bring my chances to "remote", but at least if I THINK I see a 
species so indicated, I might have some hope of being right about it, 

I've checked on some discrepancies, wd if you have your copy handy, these 
correcti ons can be made in a few seconds, Take a look at the Legend on page 14-: 

Under "N - Nesting Status - three categories are shown where there 
should be only t'WO, The "l" should be crossed out and that category 
bracketed with the following one under "0

11
• Thus 11

0" stands for: 
"Occasional or very local breeding species". (This explains 'Why several 
gulls and terns are marked "o" men in fact we have large breeding 
colonies of these species in the Toronto Region - but again very LOCAL 
ones.) Apparently there was some ambivalence about changing the t'WO 
categories to three. ( "f" shows birds freq·1ently breeding in the wider range.) 
Under "COC" change "1981" to "1982", to incl,1de one more Christmas Bird Count, 

On page JO: 'Ihe Eskimo Curlew should be listed under "extirpated" rather than 
"extinct". (ie - it no longer appears to be in our. area but exists elseviere in 
the world.) 

The order, somewhat different from that of previous lists, is all in iiccc,rd 
with the new (6th) Edition of the American Ornithologists' Union Checklist -
and a bit closer to that used elsewiere in the world, Th~ dividing lines 
separate the families - or in some cases subfamilies or even those fin,er 
di visions called "tribes"·. This is a help in associating in the lllind clos'lly 
related species, (However, the towhee belongs with the r est of the American 
sparrows.) 

'Ihe "Stat us" column does not have many entries but we at'e only just getting into 
this f i eld now as birdwatchers: the little book is a good reminder of what we 
should be looking for and reporting. In fact, the more I pore over my copy, the 
more i nformative and interesting I find the new bird chart, and I suspect it's 
going to become indispensable. 

*See TFN (359) 11, N 83. 
Di,qna Banville 
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ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP REPORT 
Joanna Kidd, staff researcher at Pollution Probe, addressed the October meeting 
of the Environmental GJ:-oup, speaking on pollution concerns relating to Lake 
Ontario and events leading to the closing of Toronto's beaches this summer, 'lbe 
Ministry of the F.nvironment, 'IC'lich has the responsi bill ty of n1oni toring water 
quality, has been analyzing water samples over the past several years. In April 
of this year, the Toronto Area Watershed Management Stugy was released by the 
Ministry, analyzing data from 19?8 to 1560 indicating the levels of bacteria, 
including those of fecal coliforms, were higher than safe for swimming in th.e 
Humber and Don Rivers an~ Mi.mico Creek. Widespread contamination had been 
occurring for some time, yet no action was taken until publication of this report. 
AlJ a result of this study, further sampling was done of the beaches, and on 
May 27 results of analysis of water from Toronto beaches indicated that 
t1«>•thirds of the samples were contaminated beyond safe levels. 'lhe closing of 
the first beach at Sunnyside, however, did not occur until July 21. 1be delay 
in the closing of the Toronto beaches must be attributed to political 
embarrassment - reluctance to upset Toronto's reputation as a clean city. 
Joanna enumerated the w,derlying causes for the contamination& 

1. Interconnection of storm se'W8rs and sanitary sewers, 
2. Areas north of steeles (in Vaughan Township) do not have separate 

sanitary and storm sewers; 
J. Hot weather causing bacteria to multiply much faster; 
4, Changes in the waterfront in the last twenty years - landfill 

sites at Humber Bay Park, Ontario Pl~ce, Ash bridge's Bay, and 
the Leslie street Spit have altered shoreline currents, and 
have led to the concentrations or bacteria; the landfill itself 
1.s sometimes contaminated; 

5. Existing sewage treatment pl•nts are not capable of handling the 
large amounts of sewage they now receive. 

Solutions that are being considered include spending J'llOre money to separate 
storm and sanitary sewers, chlorination tr-eatment all year round and possible 
ultraviolet radiation, Pollution Probe advocates carbon filtration beds and 
ozone treatment as practiced in Philadelphia, Cincinnati, and other cities in 
the u. s. and Europe. Pollution Probe would also like to see a Safe Drinking 
Water Act. 

Although fecal bacteria was the conc::ern this summer, Mary Smith pointed out 
that the chemical contamination from storm sewers could be l«>rse than the 
dangers 'of fecal bacteria, 'lb.ere are some 2,000 outflow pipes in the Metro 
areQ going into Lake Ontario. No one knows wiat is coming out of t.hese pipes. 
Oil spills and chemical sodiments are increasingly turning up in the Metro 
area; some have been observed while on TFN outings. Pollution Probe receives 
over 100 calls per year about t.hese alone. Chemical contamination in Lake 
Ontario decreased in the 1970's when attention was first focused on this area, 
but is now again increasing. Also the production, handling, o.nd disposal of 
liquid industrial wastes, lbich must ei.ther be neutralized or destroyed wider 
high temperatures, are not being monitored. 

Ultimately the solution lies in the reduction .of the use of toxins and the 
substitution of benign chemicals. Pollution Probe has published a book that 
outlines ways in which industries can recycle the wastes and use them for a 
profit. 

Melanie Milanich 



a naturalist's qobe of etbtcs 
1.-0RLD ENVIRONMENT DAY PLEDGE 

Following is a declaration taken by persons attending the World 
Environment Day Program, June 5, 1980. We think it should be 
repeated by all of us from time to time: 

Today, June 5th, 19 80 - "World Environment Day", I declare my 
recognition of the urgency of regaining a balance between 
humanity's activities on earth and the delicate equilibrium of 
the natural ecosystem. 
The survival of humanity and the welfare of future generations 
depend on a healthy environment. As a citizen of the world, 
I pledge to take immediate action, individually and together 
with others, to improve my own awareness of the state of our 
environment, and to contribute to the improvement of my 
immediate environment. I will inspire other people through 
personal example to respect the minerals, the plants and 
trees, the wildlife, people of all backgrounds and the energies 
controlling nature. 
As we gather here today ••• let us secure at least as bright 
a future for our children as we have had so far. 

The rolling hi11s and changing skies, 

All that lives and grows and dies, 

The trees, 

ThA 1~kes, 

The .fertile ground, 

The secrets and the beauty found -

God gives to aD wio do not fear 
With open minds t.o see and hea.r. 

Heather May Harri s 

(from 0 God 's Couritry .. 
.t:lillie Bear Nature Camp 

June, 1983) 
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THE EASTERN HOGNOSE SNAKE 

·· encounters in a Muskoka summer children's caMp 

Although I had read much about the eastern hognose snake, I had never actually 
encountered one until this summer. It is one of the most interesting snakes in 
Canada and has odd mannerisms to say the least. It can scare the pants off the 
most fearless herpetologist. 1he first thing U1;l.t i:; .intimidating is the snake's 
thick body. It's not very long but blows itself up like a balloon and makes 
itself about as thick as your wrist; it flattens its neck and resembles a cobra 
in its traditional striking-pose. It also hisses when approached, so those who 
are not afraid of its appearance may withdraw because it sounds so dangerous. 
All this combinErl with the fact that it inhabits the same range as the dreaded 
Massassauga rattlesnake can strike fear into anyone who is in the slightest doubt 
about its identification. The truth is this reptile is harmless and, if it is 
harassed too much, it will roll over on its back, stick out its tongue, may 
even bleed from its mouth,and play dead. 

Uke many snakes, the eastern hognose varies in colour. The three I saw during 
the summer were all of completely different colours. 1he first was surrounded 
by anxious campers l-lho -were keeping it at bay until they could bring me from my 
program area to have a look at it •. It was very dark with two jet black ovals 
on the sides of its neck and it was hissing loudly. I always try to show 
fearlessness 'When dealing with wild animals but ,,ms reluctant to pick up this 
particular snake with my bare hands until absolutely certain of its identity. 
One problent was that there was only a small black and white photograph of it in 
my field guide. Also it was difficult to get a good look at it until after it 
was captured. We caught the snake with the help of eight children and an 
insect-net, and kept it for a few days in a terrarium for the children to 
examine more closelyo (We do not keep an animal more than a few days in 
captivity, especially if it is not feeding.) We read that the hognose snake 
feeds mainly on small toads. It has special fangs lolhich are not connect.ad to 
venom glands which it uses to deflate toads that have blown themselves up (to 
resist being swallo-wed by snakes). The hognose bursts them as you might pop a 
balloon with a pin. It can also smell toads lli1ich have buried themselves 
underground and has a special shovel-shaped nose for digging them up. It was 
quite contical 'When we tried to feed it a small American toad. The toad hopped 
about the terrarium for a 'While and the snake see111ed unaware of it. We hoped 
the snake would eat the toad because we didn't really want to have to set it 
free when it drew all kinds of campers up to the camper aft progi.~ams area. Most 
ariimals will not feed in captivity and ire knew this to be true when we saw the 
toad had found a comfortable spot to perch on top of the snake1 s head. It would 
have made a great photograph. 

The hognose is very rare so we did not want to threaten its existence by keeping 
it captive and not feeding it. After we let it go we didn't capture any more 
although several were seen that summer. rt•s strange that I've never seen a 
hognose except in the areas of ca111p where there are lots of buildings and hum.an 
activlty. Th.e books say they like sandy habitat so it is possible that the 
forest was just too green for them. 

Roger Powley 

&ll::,.i .Q.ntar~o Sn.!,~ by Barbara Froom, Ontario Lands & Forests 1967/1971• 
~e Rave:r1 Vol. 22 No. 6 ,July J0/81 (Algonquin Park bulletin). 
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----------· THE HOGNOSE WAS ONCE A TORONTO SNAKE 

The Natural History, Toronto Region of the Royal Canadian Institute, published 
191), E:\dited by J. H. Faull, says of the hog-nosed snake,(Heterodon platyrhinos)1 
"Used to be fairly common at High Park, but is rarer now: feeds on frogs and 
toads, but seems to prefer the toads ••• " In Amphibians and Reptiles in Metro
politan Toronto, TFN 1982, lhb Johnson, the author, remarks in his section on 
toads, "lbe only Toronto record for the hognose snake was from High Park. . 
Although now extirpated from Toronto this snake preys primarily on toads and 
was undoubtedly found in High Park because of the large toad population." 
Toronto is still within its range and certainly has plenty of toads and some 
sandy locations. Any information about a snake answering to this description 
within your memory would be appreciated. for the records. (Don't forget to phone 
Jbb Johnson, 284-8181, about any ,sightings or snakes or other reptiles or 
amphibians.) 

Further Reptile and Amphibian Field Guides1 

Reptiles and Amphibians by H. Zilll and H. Smith, a Golden Guide, 195J/1956. 
(around $2.00) 

The New Field Jbok of Reptiles and .Amphibians by D. Cochran and c. Goin, 
a Putnam Nature Field Fbok, 1970. In TF1J Library (690-1963) • 

. ;, ;():· 
"''"- . :.~ .. --. . 
' ' 
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,., ,. -"' . ,. ,. ... 
· -.,y,. ·e.c .. '-,f.r~ -,=·r-'a6~: • "" 

u:sir"f STREET SPIT OPEN------------. 

The Toronto }!arbour CoJ11 ·1issioners announced on Octor,,er 6. 1983, that the 
I.E:3J IE STH~JET t:H>IT wiJ 1 remain open tc the public on Saturdays and Sundays 
until further notice. A speci,=tl turnstile has teen installed which allows 
eye] ists and hikers to enter the J.2~mile spit of land but not motor vehic1es. 
~,otorists must park their cars in;ide the first gate where parking space iG 
provided. During the 198J regular Jl~-week season, 18,377 cyclists, hikers 
and bus pass engers visited the s ite. During thethree weekends ootween I.abour 
Day and Thanksgiving, more than J5JO visited it. 
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IVACATION IDEAS] 

la.st summer Diana Park enjoyed two holiday trips. You might ~e interested 
in considering them for next year. 

PRAIHIE CANADA SUMMER was a study holiday put on by the Canadian Plains 
Research Center, University of Regina, Regina, Saskatchewan, S4S 0A2. In 
1983 they conducted one week at the University of Hanitob:l. in Winnipeg 
(Economic History, Prairie Rivers, P1.-airie Art) and a second week at the 
University of Regina (Early, Present and Inner Views of the Prairies by 
different ganerations of Prdirie dwellers). Each morning there were lec
tures and the afternoons were either free or excursions were arranged. 
Each year the topics and places vary. They have done topics of interest 
to naturalists, and likely will do so again. 

The ATI..ANTIC CANADA INSTITUTE, 11 Armshore Drive, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
BlN 1M4, also ran similar types of cultural holidays in the four r•ia.ritime 
provinces, on four consecutive weeks. Participants stayed at universities 
in various cities, studying various topics regarding the history and 
culture of the Atlantic Provinces. 

Diana hearti 7 y recommends either of these holidays. 

Do senior citizens know about study weeks all over Canada, the US, Britain and 
parts of Europe available through ELDERHOSTEL? Groups of, typically, about 
forty men and lol:>men over 60 spend a week in a university residence at nominal 
cost, usually taldng three out of a great variety of courses, sometimes 
including field trips by bus. Several members of TFN spent a week at Brock 
University recently, gaining knowledge about the Niagara Escarpment and the 
"Welland Canal. To obtain a recent catalogue, write toz 
ELDERH0STEL, 100 Boylston street, Boston, MA 02116, USA. 

ME 

ATTENTION BIRDERS 

Have you always wanted to go to CHUBCHII.11 Here is your "golden opportunity"• 
Professor Jim Rising and Professor Tom Parsons will be offering a course in 
Arctic Ecosyster.ts at Churchill, through the university of Toronto, July 1-15, 
19811. 

Birders who would like to audit the course as a non-credit are invited to join 
them for one or two weeks. Accommodation wil1 be at th~ Nqrthern Studies Centre 
where you will have a chance to meet scientists involved iri a variety of arctic 
studies. (Polar bears, Ross's Gulls, snow geese, etc.) 

Approximate cost for two weeks would be $1000 (including return air fare 
Toronto-Churchill, meals, accoJ11modation etc.) Participants will be expected 
to help out with dishes and preparing their own lunches and breakfasts. A 
cook has heen employed to prepare dinners. 

Eut re~ember this is the height of the insect season or why else would the 
birds be so abundant? 

This course is pending a minimum enrolment of ten. 

If you are interested or would like more information, please call 
Beth Jefferson (251-2998 after 6 pm), Course organi7,er 
l+J I.akeshore Dr., Apt. 404, New Toronto, Ont. M8V lZJ 
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G E N E R A L M E E T I N G S 
Board of Education Centre, 6th Floor Auditorium 

155 College Street, at Mccaul 
Monday , December 5, 1983. 8.15 p.m. (Coffee at 7.30) 

Mushrooms of the Toronto Area 
- Dr . David Malloch, Professor of Botany, University of Toronto 
Mushrooms are the reproductive structures of a large number of 
different fungi. Like the fruit on a tree, mushrooms appear at 
certain times of the year, but in fact the fungus that produces 
them is present year round and is busy decaying dead plant 
materials or living on the roots of living trees . The kinds or 
plants that live in any area directly determine the kind of 
mushrooms that will be found there. Thus the mushrooms of the 
Toronto area are partly those typical of hardwood forests and 
partly urban opportunists. 

Monday , January 9, 1984. 8.15 p.m. (Coffee at 7.30) 
Oshawa Second Marsh - A Resource to Protect. (See also page 20) 
This is a slide-sound production which will highlight the 
findings of Environment Canada's baseline study on Oshawa Second 
Marsh. It also includes recommendations for preservation of the 
marsh . Mr. Howard Ferguson, Regional Director General of 
Environment Canada, will be present to answer questions. 
Following this, there will be a showing of the beautiful movie 
"Osprey" . The osprey has been an endangered species and for 
some years completely disappeared from its habitat in Scotland. 
Two birds did return to their nesting area and, with the aid 
of great care and protection, their numbers have now grown to 
fifty. This film includes incredible slow motion and close-up 
photography showing the life history and behaviour of osprey, 
a species with worldwide distribution. The movie has held 
audiences age 8 to 88 spellbound for its 35 minutes, and wanting 
a repeat showing immediately. 

Monday, February 1 , 1984. 8.15 p.m. 
Program on Hawks - Dave Copeland. 

G R O U P M E E T I N G S 
Bird Group 

Africa ~,afari - ,fondy Hunt~r · Thur . Jan . 12 
8.00 p . m. 
Location: Room 251, Education Centre, 155 College Street, 

1 block west of University Avenue. 

JO 



Botany Group 
Wed., Jan. 18 
8.00 p.m. 
Location: 

Alpine Meadows, Tundra - Waterton National 
- Paul McGaw 

Room 07, Botany Bldg., University of Toronto, 
northwest corner of College and University. 

: : 

Environmental Group 

. . . . . . . . 

Thur., Jan. 26 Save Our Streams 
7.30 p.m. - David McLeish 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Park 

Location: Huron Public School, 541 Huron Street, 1 block west 
of St. George subway station. 

Junior Club 
Sat., Dec. 3 
10.00 a.m. 
Sat., Jan. 7 
10.00 a.m. 

: : : . . . . . . : : : : : : : 

Steve Varga, Botany Department, U. of T., will speak about 
the geology and flora of the Niagara escarpment. 

Natural History, Geology and Land Forms of 
iJ.'oronto Region and Lake Ontario - Ed Freeman, MNR 

Location: Planetarium Auditorium, immediately south of 
Royal Ontario Museum. 

Royal Canadian 
Sat., Dec. 3 
8.15 p.m. 

Institute 
Florida's Last Natural Waterway: Can Research 
and Conservation Rescue it? - Dr. Robert J. 
Livingston, Aquatic Ecologist; Professor of 
Biological Sciences, Florida State University, 
Tallahassee. Illustrated with colour slides. 

Location: Convocation Hall, University of Toronto. 
These lectures will resume on Sunday afternoons commencing 
Januarv 15 at 3.15 p.m. in the Medical Sciences Buildi~g, U. 

Jan. l 5 George Orwe 11, 1 '.)8/.J 
Jan . 22 To be announced 
Jan. 29 The Heturn of HaJJey's Comet - Dr. Ian Halliday 
1',or further information, te lephone 979- 200L~ . 

of T. 

The Oxford University Press Canada has advised us there will be 
an exhibition of nature photography by Bill Ivy, author of the 
award-winning photography book, A LITTLE WILDERNESS: The Natural 
History of Toronto (Oxford University Press) at the Ontario 
Science Centre, 770 Don Mills Road, Don Mills, Ontario, until 
the end of December. 

J) 
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