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President's Report 
Now that the days are lengthening and the buds are swelling on the trees, 
we look forward again to spring and the opportunity to spend more time 
outdoors. Members of your TFN executive have 'been active during the 
winter months in expressing opinions about environmental issues. Here 
are reports on some of our activities. 

Regarding the destruction of the High Park Oak (see page 7 and Fe.b. newsletter) 
there was probably no choice in the circumstances. However, we would have 
liked more wa.ming so that a notice could have been inserted in the 
Newsletter, possibly two months in advance, or even\ a phone call to find 
out if we were particularly interested when trouble originally indicated 
eventual loss. We would also have liked non-chemical treatments (which 
are environmentally sound) tried, such as foliar feeding with seaweed 
extract and perhaps with other biological agents, and we would have liked 
to have the chemicals and medical approaches bypassed. 

Now that THE High Park oak is no ~ore, is there something that could be 
done to prevent another tragedy? There are no other trees that are as 
prolllinent as this one was, but there is a.- group of trees that deserves 
consideration as heritage of another kind. The Black Oak Forest on the 
brow of the hill in High Park near Bloor Street has been declining very 
slowly for some years. Can this decline be :reversed? We would like to 
see if a plan can be made to put this area of the park into a thriving 
condition. And we'd like to help do it. 

We talked to Mrs. Gell, Chairman of the i"1etropolitan Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority.about the coordination of efforts between 
~unicipalities on the same river tributaries, and gave her a copy of 
the new City of Toronto pamphlet "Ra.vine OWners' Guide to Maintenance". 

We identified areas of environmental concern along the CN track fro~ 
Olkville to Pickering where a new light rail electric transit system will 
replace the GO train from Oshawa to Hamil ton. The engineering firm 
Delcan has a water ecologist doing the preliminary inventory. Our concerns 
are ma.inly that pedestrian access should not be interrupted, and tha.t 
the continuous green nature of the corridors along all the streams should 
be maintained. We are also concerned that the original quality of 
natural areas be retained as development proceeds, that areas of potential 
and known passive recreation value to birdwatchers and other nature 
lovers be identified, and that Lake Ontario shorelines at Ontario Place, 
where the open but sheltered water entices ducks to congregate in winter 
where they are easily admired, 'be protected. 

Once the exact route of the two new narrow tracks is identified, there 
will be decisions to 7ake about which sections will be elevated, on 
grade, and depressed. The intention now is to "step lightly over" the 
natural areas, and to Tllake sure that the natural areas are accessible 
on foot from GO stations. 

A presentation was made to the l"ietro Parks, Recreation and Property 
Committee to keep the pond in G. Ross Lord Park boat-free. Their approval 
of a trial of the boats for 1984, renewable for a second year if the 
concession so wishes, was granted, despite the objection of naturalists 
and local people who presented a 500-signature petition. We will 'be 
interested to see what happens during and after construction of the dock, 
what the people think, and the effects on plants, soil, water and 
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wildlife. Bird observations of this area can be sent to Bruce Parker, 
TH66 - 109 Valley Woods Road, Don Mills. MJA 2R8. If' you live in North 
York, let your alderman know what you think of this process. 

We had a report that a road crew was blowing salty snow from the road into 
Mount Pleasant Cemetery. This could lead to tree and shrub damage and the 
practice should be restricted to blowing fresh snow on gxassed areas. 

A letter was sent to the Minister of Natural Resources in response to his 
invitation for us to comment on how the TFN think resources should be 
managed. Initial comments include the idea that the quality of the 
environment is important, that it needs improvingt enhancing and guarding, 
not exploiting or depleting, that benign methods should be supported and 
used. We indicated that we would like to give our members prior information 
about opportunities to contribute to plans,an4 that much more notice is 
required to get it in the Newsletter. We suggested that MNR could play a 
valuable role in helping individuals know the cost to the environment, 
and consequently to us, of using chemicals. 

A presentation was ma.de to Scarborough Planning Committee about the 
environmental significance of the red ma.~le forest and swamp site. 
Bob Johnson, who wrote our Amphibian and Reptile Guide, was recommended 
to help.them discuss ways to protect the site while the surroundings are 
developed. 

Mary Smith 

DISPLAY DAY••• DISPLAY DAY ••• DISPLAY DAY ••• DISPLAY DAY••• 
Senior club members are invited to the Junior Club's annual Display Day of 
the children's own· projects on March) at the ROM. 

(On the same day at the ROM you can see the art show ''The Birds of Jean-Luc 
Grondin", and in the Canadiana Gallery, entry f:ree, a ten-minute walk south 
of the ROM on Queen's Park Crescent, "1'1apping Toronto's First Century", a 
display of original ~aps of Toronto's growth from 1787 to 1884.) 
A few highlights of last year's Display Day were live insects taken from a 
stream bed in winter, live baby spiders hatched from eggs in a shoe box, 
maple syrup in various stages of prcrluction fro~ a child's own maple trees 
and a collection of skeletal bones fro~ birds found dead and bi:r:d feathers. 

Date: Saturday, March), 1984 
Time: 10.00 a.m. to noon 
Place: ROM (tentatively in the East Atrium, but ask at the rotunda 

information desk) 

J 

Sandy Cappell 

(663-7738) 
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Upcoming TFN 

OUTINGS - -
Everybody Welcome! 

March 3 Junior Club meeting. See page J 

BLACK CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: John Maher 
Meet on Lawrence Av.West where it crosses Black Creek to 
walk northwards in a circular route.(#52 Lawrence West bus). 

Monday March 5 TFN general meeting. See page J7 

Wednesday G. ROSS LORD PARK - tour of dam (and nature walk) 
March 7 Leader: Sandy Cappell 
10.00 a.m Meet in the parking lot at the dam,• on Finch Av.West, 

Just east of Dufferin Ave.(Finch West bus #36). 

Thursday March 8 Bird Group meeting (see oage 17) 

Saturday 
March 10 
10.00 a.m 

Sunday 
March 11 
10.00 a.m 

March 12 C>o 17 

Tuesday 
March 13 
9.00 a.m 

ALLAN GARDENS - sketching 
Leader: Mary Cumming 
Meet at the door of the greenhouses, Carlton and 
Sherbourne StreR ts. ( 506 stree tear). Bring stool. 

MOUNT PLEASANT CEMETERY - trees 
Leader: Ert.ily Hamilton 
Meet at the er. trance or. the east side of Yonge Street, 
a short distance north of St.Clair Avenue, 

Time to reserve your place on the bus (has washroom) for 
the SWANS outing on March 24th, by phoning Emily Hamilton 
at 484.0487. Confirm by sending your cheque for $20.00 
payable to "Toronto Field Naturalists Swans" to Miss 
Emily Hamilton, Apt.407, 3110 Yonge St,Toronto M4N 2K6. 
Cheques ffiust be received by March 20. 

HUMBER BAY PARK EAST - birds 
Leader: Glenn Coady 
Meet in the oarking lot in the east half of the park. 
(# 507 Long Branch car froJL Humber Loop to Park Lawn Road. 
Walk into the parking lot on the east side of Mimico Creek). 
Cars. Drive in from the foot of Park Lawn Road at 
Lakeshore Boulevard. 

• Full Moon Saturday March 17 

Ask for a copy of the TTC Ride Guide at your local subway 
station. It's free! 
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UPCOMING OUTINGS - continued 

Saturday URBAN NATURAL HISTORY 
March 17 Leader: Paul McGaw 
10.00 a.m Meet in front of Hart House, University of Toronto. 

Sunday 
March 18 
10.30 a.m 

• Vernal 
Wednesday 
March 21 
10 . 00 a.m 

'Wednesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 
March 24 
a.oo a.m 

Sunday 
March 25 
1.00 p.m 

Saturday 
March 31 
10. 00 a.m 

Sunday 
Aprtl l 
1.00 p. m 

(Avenue Road bus #5 southbound stops at Hart House). 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds 
Leader: Howard Battae 
Meet at the entrance at the foot of Leslie Steeet. 
Parking on street. 
Equinox March 21st. Sunrise 6.25 a.m. Sunset 6.29 p.m. 

HOBBERLIN MUSEUM - fossils, etc. 
This used to be GJ,en Avon school - 171 Avondale Avenue. 
Meet in the parking lot. (Sheppard East bus #85 to Willo
dale Avenue, walk south 4 blocks, then west to the school). 
Bring lunch (optional). 

March 21 Botany Group. See page 37 

~arch 22 Environmental Group. See page 37 

AYLMER & LONG POINT - swans and other waterfowl 
Leader: Bruce Parker 
BUS OUTING. You must have reserved a place on the bus 
between March 12 and 17th. See these dates for details. 
Bus will leave from York Mills subway station at 8 a.m. 
and will arrive back about 6 p.m. Meet at Yonge and York 
Mills Road. Bring lunch and a enack as we shall not be 
stopping where there are restaurants. 

HIGH PARK - birds for beginners 
Leader: Roger Powley 
Meet at the Keele subway station 

CHINE DRIVE RAVINE - nature walk 
Leader: George Comper 
Meet in front of St.Theresa's Ch~rch, Kingston Road and 
Midland Ave. (Kingston Road bus #12 from Victoria Park 
station to Midland Ave.). 
NORTH PARK - tributary of Black Creek 
Leader: Gary Eisenhammer 
Meet on Caledonia Road at Cartwright Avenue, south of #401. 
(Caledonia #18 bus from Christie or Yorkdale subway stations). 

Monday April 2nd TFN general· meeting. (see :page 37) 

Wednesday NE'WTONBROOK - St.John's Hospital ground~ 
April 4 Leader: Sandy Cappell 
10.00 a.a Meet on Cummer Avenue one block east of Yonge Street. 

(Cummer bus #42, from Finch stn}. 

Saturday April 7 Junior Club meeting. 
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Keeping in touch ... 
Hi - Durba.n, December, 1983 

In February I'm going to the Cape and in Ma.rch/84 to S.W. Africa for a trip 
so hope to get some news out to you about the wildlife. Trust you are well and 
keeping up the good work ••• We are still suffering mightily from drought; the 
dam supplying Durlan is only 8% full - even though we had rain for a week. It 
will take years to fili up a.gain. This bird* is common in places with trees. 
Botany fantastic here •• • 

Love, Joy (Pocklington) 
*Bird on the Christ·nas card is a yellow-billed ho:mbill. 

Dear Helen and Aarne, Brighton, Jan. 26, 1984 
Many thanks again for sending the TFN newsletter. I take them to our meetings 
where they are borrowed and well read. We are having some exciting meetings 
this year. We have changed our style and instead of having speakers we are 
putting on workshops run by the members - a great success story. I will be 
writing a review of all this later and will send it to you. 

Helen sa.unders 

Ed. Note: She also incluied an article "An owl a day keeps the rodents away" 
by Helen Saunders, THE BRIGHTON INDEPENDENT, Jan. 25, 1984, about 

the winter invasion of owls in the Brighton area., and an article "Wild Bird 
to be re-introduced" by Bonnie Gibson, THE BRIGHI'ON INDEPENDENT, Jan. 25, 1984, 
about the re-introduction of wild turkeys in Brighton, Murray, and Seymour 
Townships by the Quinte Wild Turkey Association, in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Natural Resources some time this year. 

Dear Editorial Committee: January 16, 1984 
Having just received my February issue of the TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST and read 
the sections on haiku, I have been inspired to write my very first haiku and am 
giving in to an irresistible urge to submit it to you. It is ba.sed on a very 
recent visual experience I had while on my tenth-floor balcony and it goes thu$: 

A frenzy of pigeons 
Startles the still winter sky; 
Above a red-tailed hawk. 

If a substantial number of your members respond as I have to your haiku 
examples and guidelines, perhaps we may anticipate a special issue of the 
TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST devoted to members' submissions: 

How far they have come-
How far they must go-
The canada Geese. 

Janet Cooper 

haiku by Christine Hanrahan 
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THE CLIMBING TREE 
an obituary ••• 

The residents of Toronto have lost one of the great oa.k trees from the High 
Park scene. The climbing tree, as it was referred to ana rightly na.med, wa.s 
removed on Nov. 17, 1983. This regal specimen graced the landscape in High 
Park with its la.rge extendi:tig branches and towering heavy crown. The tree's 
canopy extended 125 feet which was a rare sight to see. The sight. of the 
specimen over the pa.st years was enjoyed by visitors who came to enjoy a.nd 
appreciate its tmusua.l beauty and children who enjoyed playing on its low 
extending branches. 

As the years passed, the watchful eye of the parks• forestry staff found 
noticeable sea.rs of stress and a continuous state of decline from being struck 
by lightning. The leader was reduced several times and eventually was removed 
completely. The split that developed extended from where the leader had been 
to the base of the tree. The continuous care of fertilizing, pruning, spzaying, 
and several designed cable systems failed to prevent the obvious outcome. The 
tree became structuzally unsound. The cable support system showed extreme 
tension as the split gradually opened further. The tree •s condition became 
critical a.nd the tree was deemed an illllllediate hazard, therefore, was removed 
for public safety. 

When I visit the park I look where once stood this regal specimen and think 
how lovely it would be if trees could live forever. 

.,. 
.·' 

.' .,. 
, , .. 

. -,·, 

, 

-., ,/ -

• ••• 1-"- A. • •· • • ..., . • ..,..,. 

·----------------

Mel Melnike 
Parks Services Manager 
Toronto Dept. of Parks & Recreation 
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On the morning or December 18, f'ive brave souls participated in a winter wildlife 
inventory on the Reserve. '!he hard-packed snow, sub-zero teaperature, and 
howling west wind provided a sharp reminder that winter was setting in. 

During our rive and a half hours rambling the Reserve, 11e recorded only six 
species or birch blue jay, black-capped chickadee, ruffed grouse, llhi te-breasted 
nuthatch and one herring gull flying high overhead (probably heading tor Lake 
Simcoe). 'lbe 110st comon bird was the ruffed grouse or mich there was much 
track and scat evidence; we flushed one individual 'Which some of us saw tlying. 

Ho11ever, the 'lowland forests of spruce and cedar were alive with many species 
of IUJllll&l. Just east or lilere the yellow triangle leaves the blue rectangle 
trail there is a spruce thicket with many windfalls covered in snow. In this 
plac., Jack Cranmer-Byng spotted an ermine (short-tailed weasel) poking its head 
out of the snow. '!be nervous little hunter jumped troa log to log, entertaining 
us as he ode quidk his escape. '.lhroughout the 'Mhole Reserve perhaps the aost 
colllllOn Jll&Jllllal tracks were those of snowshoe hare 'Which apparently prefers 
sheltered areas below balsam fir in U1ongst the Canada yew. We tried numerous 
tiaes to flush the hares out of their hiding-places but with no success. Less 
co11110nly observed were the dainty tracks of the cottontail rabbit in similar 
places. The only squirrel observed was an eastern grey (black phase). 
Porcupine was noticed on two occasions in trees in cedar gro-yes. "!here were 
tracks, droppings and bark-gnawing signs of lllanY more porcupines in the Reserve. 
One large raccoon was also observed snoozing in a cedar next to the porcupine. 
Obviously this part or the Reserve -was a popular place. Coyote tracks were 
observed in a few locations as well as signs of many small ll8llllals (mice, 
voles, etc.) 

.Al.most everYNhere there were large deer tracks and even the Slll&ller ones of 
young-of-the-year fawns. The deer activity seemed to be centred in an area 
bounded by the river, the yellow triangle trail and the blue· rec\angle trail, 
s0,•th to the Res~rve boundary fence. At some points , especially near the river, 
we could eell the musky odour the animals were emitting with their heavy use 
of this area which has no trail access and is primarily thick cedar swamp. 
The deer make regular use of our trails. le speculated that the trail system. 
could be encouraging heaithy maintenance of the deer .by providing easy 
walking-routes and available browse. 

Moat of the herbaceous plants were covered over with smWJ howftr, Baily 
Hamilton observed the brown skeletal rannants or Indian pipe along t.he yellow 
triangle trail, and we all marvelled at the large amount of w.tercress 1n all 
the small st.reas. 

Perhaps the nicest part of the valk was the red triangle trail section along 
the river. .lt times the sun poked out trom behind the snowy cloms causing 
light to dance «:>n the ripples of running •ter• In only a tew 110re veeks, we 
knew, the river would hee&e over. 

This Month's Cover 

Paul Harpley 

"hine in lll.nter" -
Pen-and-imc dra'ld.ng 
by Paul Harpley 
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ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP REPORT 
The January meeting of the Environmental Group featured David 
McLeish who has worked as biologist for the Save Our Streams 
organization. David told us about the organization and showed 
slides of projects he was involved with last summer and fall. 
Save Our Streams was founded in 1977 by the Toronto Sportsmens 
Association, the Canadian National Sportsmen's Fund and the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, with the aims of improving 
the water quality of Ontario's streams and rehabilitating them 
for brook trout and other fish. Members have included conser
vationists, sportsmen and fishing groups, school groups, and 
individual land owners. 
In the summer and fall of 1983, Save Our Streams received funding 
from federal Immediate Employment Program and the provincial 
Fisheries Enhancement Program to undertake a number of projects. 
Duffins Creek in the Claremont Conservation Area was one of the 
sites of stream rehabilitation. Ten tons of rock were brought 
in and limestone rip rap was constructed to control erosion 
and strengthen the bank of the stream. Log cribbing with cedar 
trees was hand built and buck piling (brush and other natural 
materials bundled and wired together) was put into use to 
control the flow and direction of the stream. 
The Credit River was another area of stream improvement. Here 
a fencing system was constructed to prevent the unrestricted 
acce■s of cattle which was eroding the streambanka, A 8\Ulpension 
type of fencing consisting of four strands of wiring was built 
to confine livestock access to a small area of the stream. 
Another area of stream improvement was the clean-up of a 5-mile 
■action of the Highland Creek last summer. 
David gave out some Save Our Streams brochures and told us 
about the group'• programs of Operation Adoption, whereby interest 
groups would adopt a stream to focua on its i~tovement, and 
Operation Alert, through which literature and work1hop1 help 
to provide information and awarene••• 
Helen Juhola ■howed a slide of a recent outing to Black Creek 
with a group of TFN people engulfed by an apparently endle■■ 
concrete tunnel, Suggestions for its improvement included the 
planting of Virginia creeper and grapevine, Helen also dis
tributed copie1 of the Ravine owner■' Guide to Maintenance, 
• well-written brochure prepared Sy the committee on Ravine 
Pre■ervation Policie■ of the City of Toronto. 

Melanie Mil&nich 

A flock ot rock doves 
Wheeling against a g:ray aky, 
ll'reah snow on dark trees. 

h&iku by Martha Wall.ace 
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Toronto Region BIRD RECORDS 
December 1983 

The mildness of the late fall weather resulted in a number of 
birds lingering into December. Some of these were a Common 
Loon at Lake Wilcox (Dec. 1 GB) and two at Ontario Place (Dec. 
17 JK), a Pied-billed Grebe at Humber Bay Park (Dec. 3 JK) and 
twelve Horned Grebes at the same place in early December (HK). 
A few Horned Grebes remained along the waterfront throughout the 
month and one was still at Sunnyside on Dec. 28 (SP). A late 
Double-crested Cormorant was reported at the Eastern Headland 
on Dec. 18 (RB). 

The traditional late fall concentration of Northern Shovelers 
moved from Grenadier Pond to Humber Bay Park; 28 were still at 
the latter location on Dec. 17 {JK). A Wood Duck was at Grenadier 
Pond on Dec. 1 {BP). Among the hundreds of ducks ·at Humber Bay 
Park during December were three Ruddy Ducks (Dec. 16 WCM, TS), 
a White-winged Scoter (Dec. 3 BW), and a male Hooded Merganser 
{Dec. 1 BP). At nearby Sunnyside Park there we~e six Redheads 
and a CanvHsback .on Dec. 28 and four Red-breasted Mergansers on 
Dec. 22 (SP). Another Red-breasted Merganser was found at the 
Eastern Headland on Dec. 10 (JP). 

Single American Coots were still at Humber Bay Park and Grenadier 
Pond on Dec. 1 {BP). Some other highlights of the many birds 
found at Humber Bay Park this month were a Killdeer and a Pectoral 
Sandpiper on Dec. 3 {JP), a Bonaparte's Gull on Dec. 31 {SF) and a 
Snowy OWl on Dec. 18 {MW). As many as 12 Great Black-backed Gulls 
were seen at Sunnyside on Dec. 22 (SP). Reports of Barred owls 
included individuals at Shoal Point (Dec. 10 RK) and Glendon 
(Dec. 27 JK). A large earless owl at the Metro Zoo on Dec. 26 
(KF) was either a Barred OWl or a Great Gray Owl. 

On Dec. 16 a Pileated Woodpecker was seen at Larnbton Woods {WCM, 
TS) and Winter Wrens were found at Cedarvale on Dec. 1 and 
Glendon on Dec. 2 (HK). Also at Glendon on Dec. 2 were 6 American 
Robins, 2 Hermit Thrushes, a Golden-crowned Kinglet and 3 Cedar 
Waxwings (HK). Cedar Waxwings were also reported on Grotwood Ave. 
(1~0 feeding on crabapples in early Dec. MS) and in Etobicoke 
(10-12 on Dec. 6 JHP}. 

Eight Red-winged Blackbirds were still at Grenadier Pond on Dec.l 
(BP). Only a few reports of finches and sparrows were received: 
Evening Grosbeak (11 Willowdale, Dec. 2 HT), Pine Grosbeak (8 
Claremont Dec. 31 PL), Common Redpoll (1 Pickering Dec. 26 MW), 
Rufous-sided Towhee {early Dec., Baby Point area DB), White
throated Sparrow (2 at feeder in Willowda1.e Dec. 7 IH) and a 
White-crowned Sparrow (Lynde Shores Dec. 10 RK). 

Contributors: Gerry Bennett, Roger Brock, Dan Bone, Alex Campbell, 
Karin Fawthro~ Steven Feldstein, Ida Hanson, John Kelly, Harry 
Kerr, Robert Knudsen, Peggy Lehmann, William c. Mansell, Bruce 
Parker, John Petrides, Suzanne Poodrey; John H. Pickering, 
Margaret Wilson, Margaret Saville, Torn Swi£t, Harold Taylor, 
Bruce Wilkinson. (44 o994) 

'Bruce D. Parker 9-
10 
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A Country Lover's Guide to ~ldlife, by Kenneth A.. Qiambers, The New .American 
Library, Inc., 1979; 228 PP• 

The author chooses to write about mammals, amphibians and reptiles of the 
Northeasts he purposely omits the birds which he describes as the JllOSt evident 
form of animal life about which he says there are already many fine books 
available. As well as giving a very fond, personal introduction to euh group 
as he has experienced these animals on his own property, he includes a 
description of each species that can possibly be found in the Northeast. For 
&111.phibians and reptiles he also provides a section on keeping these animals in 
captivity; however, for mammals, he notes that "with few exceptions, wild 
mammals are protected by law. Some may be subject to a limited hunting or 
trapping season, but it is illegal to keep even those species in captivity." 

A coloured illustration•of each species described 1$ in~luded as well as a 
nUfflber of pencil drawings. Although the book has no index, there is a list of 
co~tents and two appendixes, checklists for each of the northeastern states, 
and four pages on ani.Jllal relationships. A glossary ahd further reading list are 
also included. 

HJ 

*Illustrations are not opposite text for each species - there is too much text 
to accolll?llodate this arrangement. There is a small technical error - captions 
t~r meadow and woodland jumping mice have been reversed. 

DB 

The Importance of Wild.life to Canadians• Highlights of the 1981 llational Survey 
Published by the Canadian Wild.life Service, Environment Canada 

This publication summarizes the results of a national survey carried out by 
Statistics Cana.cl.a. Approximately 100,000 Canadians were questioned on their 
wildlife-related activities. Wearly s4i of Canadians :participated in a complete 
range of activities from watching TV or reading to hunting. The summary is 
largely a graphic representation of the findings arranged and examined from 
almost every conceivable viewpoint. For researchers looking for statistics 
the pu.blication will provide food for thought and may raise some questions. 

For ue as naturalists the most interesting conclusion was that of $4.2 billion 
spent on wildlife, $2.l billion was spent on non-consumptive tripe, $1.2 
billion by hunters and $0.9 billion by others (maintenance of natural areas, 
Joining wild.life organizations, etc.). One needs to ask why the concerns of 
hunters are given such attention while those of the conservationists are 
considered of less value by most of our government departments. One accepts 
that some of the $0.9 billion may be spent by hunters who join organizations 
or who maintain areas to enhance the quantity of game they wish to kill 
{e.g. Du.eke Unlimited), but it seems the conservationists come out ahead. 

This publ ication is copyright by the r.inister of Supply and Services Canada. 
Available from TFN Library, 690-1961. J M 
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TFN LIBRARY report-----------------

We are making a card list of our books. Eventually we hope to publish in the 
newsletter all the titles we have. As categories, we are not using the names 
of the scientific disciplines; the following seem to fit best1 

NATURAL HISTORY GF..NERAL; NATURAL ENVIRONMENT; NATURAL AREAS1 NATURALISTSs 
STARS,. EARTH1 WATER; PLANT LIFE GfilTffiAL; NOK-FLOWER.ING PLANTS; FLOWERING PLANTS; 
ANIMAL LIFE GENERAL; ANIMAL WELFARE; INVERTEBRATES; AMPHIBIANS; REPTILES; BIRDS; 
MAMMALS. 

Loosely "stars" include all heavenly bodies; "earth includes the atmosphel'e; 
"plants" include algae, fungi, lichens. If we receive enough books we shall , of 
course , break down these categories more finely - especially "invertebrates". 
Poetry, humour and nature art are classified in whichever of the abdve categories 
they fit best. 

On December 24, 1983, Reta Mc1tJhinnie, one of our custodians, in true Olristmas 
spirit , transferred three beautiful oversize or "coffee-table" books to TFN 
Library, so they are now available for borrowing if you'd like one of them on 
YOUR coffee- table for a month or so ••• 

Nature Atlas of America (Hammond), Jerry Mason ed. in chief, a Ridge Press Book, 
Hammond, Maple'WOod NJ, 197). A 245-page book with informative text and many 
full-colour photos and maps, to give a wide picture of life forms of the United 
States. Glossary, bibliography, index. 

The Art of l'iP-t1¥al History, Animal Illustrators and their W::>rk, by Peters. Dance, 
Overlook Press, Woodstock NY, 1978. 224 pages. The ample text traces animal art 
from prehistoric times to early in the 20th century, in a systematic way. 
Copiously illustrated in black and white and in colour , the l:ook deals mostly 
with prints of the 16th to 19th centuries. Bibliography, index. 

Birds of North America, by Eliot Porter, E. P. Dutton & Co. Inc., New York, 1972. 
144 pages. Adventures of a bird photographer, illustrated in full colour and. in 
black and white, with the author's own photos taken between the years 1945 and 
1971 (though he admits to some tampering with nature). Bibliography, index. 

DB, TFN Library (690-1963) 

THE PLANT PRESS, quarterly publication of the Field Botanists of Ontario 
(a group of -which all subscribers may become members - first 

meeting on the Bruce Peninsula in June, 1984) provides a medium for communica
tion among field botanists in Ontario, distributes information about botany and 
field ootanists' activities, and encourages publication by field botanists. 
Each issue 20-28 pages; hooklet form; informal style. The 300 subscribers 
(first year) include keen amateurs as well as those in research and environ
mental assessment. 1984 subscription $12.00 payable to1 THE PLANT PRESS , 
Box 537, Streetsville Postal station, Mississauga, Ont. I#M 2Cl. 

Jocelyn Webber (Editor) 

Ed. Note . See also na.e:e 10 about PLANT PRESS. 
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The M·iscellany TFN Library 690-1963 
Literature received 

Canadian Arctic Resources Committee small folder and letter explaining their 
work to save the Arctic environment and appealing for funds. C.ARC is a 
registered charitable organization. 46 Elgin St. Rldl, ottawa KlP 5K6. 
Illustration is a aagnificent panorama of .Arctic in bloom.. Convincing. 

Release on jblves 1-n Canada and Alaska Proceedings of the W,lf SymposiUJII held 
in l!l:imonton M&y/81. Order form. Price of book is $12.50. 

'lhe Fishes of Grenadier Pondl969 by WLlliam. A. Tough, 4 pages. ('Ibis was 
published in TFN newsletter No. 244 pp 17-20 "M&y/69.) n>nated by Bob Johnson. 

'!he P.E.I. Enyironeer combines wildlife management arid recreational aspects. 
Some articles of interest to naturalists. A collection of nuabers between 
1960 and 1960 donated by Bill McLellan. Some material used for ow resources 
tiles. (published by PEI Dept. of J!hvironment). 

Harvey Moore Wi.lqlife Management Area Trail Guide, 28-page puphlet prepared 
by Fish & T,,lllfilif'e Div., Dept. of' Environment, PEI. Sutad.tted by m.ll McLellan. 

Field Check List of Birds, Prince Edward Island, armotated. From B1.ll McLellan. 

Piping P}>ver on the Edge of Erlinction published by Govt. of Canada - about the 
closing of Cavendish Sandspit (PE! National Park) to protect the twenty piping 
plovers still remaining there. Folder with illustrations, map troll Bill McLellan. 

Migratory Birds Convention Act R.S., e.l+-12 Mip;a.tory Birds R';'gplftions, 60 
pages, in French and Phglish. Sumitted by Oiristine Hanrahan. Office 
Consolidation, August, 1962. 

Iflk of the 'lbpes, seven issues 1981-1983 inclusive, published by the 'l'hames 
River Implementation Committee. Many articles about water quality, drainage, 
erosion, pollution control, how to recognige problems on one's land arid bow to 
deal with them. Illustrated and readable. Sul:mitted by Ken Ogilvie. 

Oshawa Harbour Task Force, '!he Preparation of a Long Range Harbo\U' Developaent 
Plan. Folder with maps showing study area. Past, present and plans tor future. 

'lhe Asphalt Bmlgle by Andrew Weiner, fl-om TORONTO LIFE Nov./82. The author 
r~swrects the Spadina Ex:pressway issue. A. testy motorist's-eye view. 4 pages. 

A Textpook Place for Bears by John McPhee, "A Reporter at Large", NEW 10RXER 
Dec. 27, 1982. A. rambling article on bear populations in New Jersey, some 
interesting statistics and adventure-oriented accounts of handling and manage
aent or the bears and the personalities involved. 12 pages. 

B1rdsongs and A'Vian Linfflstic§ by Eugene Garfield from "Current Comments" 
in CURRENT OONTENTS 25(51, Dec. 20/82. 6 pages with bibliography. On 
birdsong research. Sul:mi tted by Lise Anglin. 

B1.rds from the Kitchen Window •• ,and Much ther Afield by John Andrews, 
2 pages trom NATURE Vol. :,00 Deco 9 82 Christmas :a>oks SUpplement, Renew 
on books about bird8. Lise Anglin reco•ends HOW BIRDS w:>RX by Ron Freethy. 
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THE MISCELLANY - continued 

The Wi.nged Snail Darter by Jay Heinrichs, JOURNAL OF FO~TRY 81( 4) 1983• 
4-page article. "A not-so-rare bird, pitted against virgin timber worth 
billionsa 'lhe spotted owl may be the hottest wildlife symbol since a fish 
almost stopped the Tellico Dam." The fish was the snail darter and the author 
compares the case of the spotted owl in the Cascade Mountains with the earlier 
fish issue, symptomatic of a larger conservation issue. Thanks Lise Anglin. 

'nle First Cuckoo, excerpts from this book "a selection of the most witty, 
amusing and memorable letters to THE TIMES 1900-1980, chosen and introduced by 
Kenneth Gregory. 4 short anecdotes about the old world cuckoo subnitted by 
Marjorie ffiackshaw. 

11 Records Nia ara S cimen by Harry Rustige, NIA.GARA FALLS 
REVIEW Nov. 7 8J. About trees on the 1962 honor roll of Ontario Trees issued 
by the Ontario Forestry Association, located in the Niagara Region, featuring 
three suanissions by Gus Yaki. 1 page. Submitted by Marjorie ffiackshav. 

Release on Ontario ~eld Oraj.ihplogists, recently established, one sheet 
describing their activities and publications (ONTARIO BIRDS is their new 
journal~ PO 'Ebx 1204, Station B, Burlington, Ont. L7P 3s9. 

Researcher Jumps l!!to Spotlight with f1:ozen Frogs, TORONTO STAR Feb. J/84. 
Br-ief news item about Carleton u. study on hibernation of frogs. Sublitted 
by Mary ~th. 

A Killer Beneath the Grass? by Stan Josey, TORONTO STAR, Feb. 4/84. A 1-page 
illustrated. article about Fnvironmental Assessment Board hearing on proposal to 
fill and seal an asbestos dUlllp in Scarborough. Subnitted by Mary Smith. 

Sewage Plant Pollutes Our Creek, clipping from TOWN CRIER (Crescent Town, 
F.ast York) Jan. 25/84. Erie! article about North Toronto Sewage Treatment Plant 
outfall polluting the Don River and tributaries 'Which contain high levels of 
fecal coliforms. 

Canadian Council on F.cological Areas folder and letter about acquisition of 
land$ for ecological reserves. For copy of survey, 'Nl"ite Jr. Pierre Taschereau, 
Institute for Resource and Environmental studies, IAlhousie u. , Halifax. 

Birds Protected in Canada/Les Oiseaux Proteges au Canada. Canadian Wildlif'e 
Service Occasional Paper No. l 1980 edition. 4page foreword, 31-page list of 
migratory birds protected in some measure, including taxonolllic index, addresses 
of officials. Li.st of other "Occasional Papers". Donated by Ou-istine Hanrahan. 

Conservation Fnterprises Catalog Oct./83. "everything for the wild birds ••• " 
Kathleen & John Wilson, 58 Edgar Avenue, Thornhill, Ontario I#J ls6. Subnitted. 
by Peter Cook. 

WE'VE RECEIVED SEVENTEEN M:>RE EXCITING ARTICLES FROM JIM HOOOINS on ecology, 
plantllfe phenomena, wildflower gardening, poaching. Watch for details in the 
next newsletter. Our files are growing. '!banks to all donors. 
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THE MISCELLANY - continued 

Mary Cumming has kindly donated to us her entire "archives" on animals and 
plants: Clippings, calendars, coloured illustrations, some collected by her 
parents, from 1928 to the present. Some of it is l'llaterial for children such 
as natural history lessons in sundaY'"'school papers and bird pictures to colour. 
Here is a nostalgic sampling, 

H!at is Conservation? from the GLOBE & MAIL March 5, 19.38• 

in Full Swin at stone Creek, illustrated, the GLOBE & 
Brief article. 

!reath of Spring in the Maples by B. s. Murray, FA.""!ILY HmALD AND WEI!XLY ST.AR 
March 10, 1937, 1 page illustrated article plus Sugar-making, Old and Modern 
Methods from a Guelph paper of the same time. ("Modern" methods still employed 
buckets at that time but the sap was collected in a self-emptying tank.) 

An Oasis for Toronto's Hand-kissers GLO!E & MAIL Apr. 20, 1973. 
to attract birds). About the belt line with large illustration. 

(Hand-kissing 
1 page. 

Tree-mendous, LONOON FREE PRESS Nov. 21, 1977• A photograph with caption of 
at least thirty children from a 5th gra<i.e class perched on the old oak in High 
Park 'Which has recently been removed. An addition to our clipping file on this 
tree. 

Grey Owl. the Magnificent Fraud, MACLEAN'S MAGAZINE, Aug. l, 1951. 6page 
illustrated article on the Englishman 'Who lived like an Indian, .Archibald s. 
Bellaney. A trapper 'Who becalll.e a conservationist. 

Jack Miner, Naturalist, Dies in Fam§d Sanctuary Home. A. short history, 1 page, 
of Jack Miner and his sanctuary with photographs, from TORONTO DAILY STAR, 
Nov. 4, 1944. 

The I:ruce by Fred Bodsworth, fro11l MACLEAN'S MAGAZINE July 3, 1965, 6 pages 
illustrated in colour. '!he Bruce Trail described, section-by-section. 

Maybe It's Birds You Need by Gregory Clark, THE STAR WEEKLY, March 18, 1939• 
An introduction to birdwatching as therapy. Coloured illustration and birdsongs 
you can play on your piapo. 

~arding House for Birds from WEEKEND MAGAZINE No. 20, 1963. Photostory by 
John Hillyard about Phy),lls Mackay and her bird shelter, illustrated 1n colour• 
charming photos of Mrs. Mackay with her birds and her helper, son Barry, who was 
nineteen then and a budding bird-artist. 4 pages. 

The National Association of Audubon Soc1eties Fducational Leaflets, illustrated 
lii"e histories on the sparrow ha-wk (kestrel), red-tailed hawk, ru,ffed grouse, 
purple martin, ovenbird, 'White-throated sparrow. 

Singing Gardens by Al,exander Sprunt, Jr., illustrated by Charles Livingston 
Bull, from LADIES' HOME JOURNAL, July, 1930. 3 pages, colour. More birdsongs 
written down for playing on the piano. How to attract birds to your garden, 
told in poetic style. 

Thank you Mary 

15 



TFN )62 

IN SEARCH OF THE RED\-OODS - BY BUS 
I 

My brother-in-law was a 'saver' and, in helping him sort through a small 
mountain of clippings three years ago, I came upon an article by Ihnald Culross 
Peattie, torn from a 19JO's issue of HOLIDAY MAGAZINE. The article, "Avenue of 
the Giants", concerned a motor trip along the Redwood Highway from San Francisco 
north to the Oregon border and beyond, Peattie said, "It• s more than a trip; 
it's a pilgrimage to the most awesome temple raised by any mortal creature -
if you can say that a redwood tree, Sequoia sempervirens, the ever-living 
sequoia, is mortal, Wien you reach the Avenue of the Giants, that thirty-mile 
stretch of the Redwood Highway where are clustered the grandest groves of all, 
;}OU are going to forget speed ••• and feel humbled and grateful to be allowed to 
worship here." '!,,,ell, somewhat effusive language, but the article did spark our 
interest in visiting this northern part of California. Neither of us drives, 
so we could not repeat Peat tie's trip, However, I knew one of the Greyhound 
bus routes followed the coast and thought it must pass through some of the 
territory Peattie described. 

So, with little preparation; we flew to San Francisco on May 16, 1981, and spent 
five delightful days there, staying at the Mark Twain Hotel, a pleasant and 
reasonably priced hotel half a hlock from the downtown air terminal. This hotel 
is mentioned in the FODOR GUIDE TO THE FAR WEST. San Francisco is a perfect 
city to explore on foot. 

We bought a bus pass between San Francisco and Portland and, after studying the 
timetable, decided we should go AS far as Garberville the first day, Wien I 
mentioned this to the bus driver, adding we had come to see the coast redwoods, 
he said, "Well, if you've come to see the redwoods you don't want Garberville 
and I'm not going to drop you there. You want Richardson Grove Sta~e Park and 
I'll tell you wi.en to get off ... (I've since been told Garberville is the 
marijuana capital of the lllOrld but I haven't verified that statement,) 

We left San Francisco about 9:30 AM. By mid-afternoon the road became winding, 
the trees tallAr,and the first redwoods began to appear. '!he bus stopped and 
the driver turned to us. ''Go across the road and get yourselves a cottage at 
the Inn and you will he ~ble to sleep under the redwoods tonight," he said, We 
disembarked with some trepidation - we could just barely see a roof through the 
trees; we had no reservations. But we did as we were told and, to our surprise, 
found we had arrived at Hartsook Inn, the place Peattie had mentioned in his 
1930' s article as "my choice for a lodging, with its hearth fire, its good food 
and good rest". \that luck! 

The Hartsook Inn lived up to the above description - comfortable, attractive 
cottages under the trees, a beautiful lodge and dining-room, excellent food, 
reasonable rates and, best of all, only steps down the highway to Richardson 
Grove State Park, For four days we walked the trails and explored along the 
Eel River, The redwood forest is so beautiful! I cannot better describe my 
feeling for it than by quoting from the Hartsook Inn brochure, "There is a 
personal experience which cannot be described when one first stands beneath the 
lacy branches of giants in the stillness of the redwood forest," 

We continued our bus trip north, stopping at Trinidad, California, and Port 
Orford and Depoe Bay in Oregon. F.ach place had its charm, the coastal scenery 
was magnificent, and the flowering shrubs and wildflowers a. delight, ~ made 
an effort to identify some of them, There was an attractive type of mariposa
lily called "pussy ears" (Calochortus tolmiei) and we were drawn to the unusual 
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colour of another member of the lily family, the "firecracker flower" (Irodiaea 
idamaia), a basically red flower with tiny green petals turned back at the ends. 
A Campion we found was called "Indian pink" (Silene californicus). The wild 
radish comes in white, pink, and purple, and so makes 'luite a show in May. We 
passed hillsides covered with yellow broom or sometimes lupine. 

Of the birds, we noticed that the towhees were abundant and, of course, the 
Oregon form of the junco. We were fascinated by what appeared to be a flock of 
acorn woodpeckers; we could see them on the opposite bank !Jf the river, 
behaving in a very un-woodpecker-like way - more like flycatchers, hawking 
insects in flight.• 

Unfortunately, the bus route does not follow the Avenue of the Giants. 
However, on the way back the driver was .ahead of schedule and kindly made a 
detour that we might see some of these splendid groves. Do you lol:>nder I sing 
the praises of Greyhound bus drivers? A word of warning - I would avoid 
Richardson State Park in the summer. We were told it is very crowed with 
campers. May is probably an ideal time. Late April is recommended for the 
Oregon High Desert. 

Marjorie Bl.ackshaw 

Recommended Field Guides, .(a.vailable from the Sierra Club Book Store in 
San Francisco) 

Horn, Elizabeth L. - Wildflowers - Pacific Coast, Guide to Selected Wildflowers 
and Flowering Shrubs from a"itish ColUT11bia to Northern California. 
Beautiful America Publishing Company, P.O. lhx 608, Beaverton, Oregon. 
Illustrated with excellent coloured photographs. 

Watts, Phoebe - The Redwood Region Flower Finder, Nature Study Guild Publishers, 
Box 972, Berkeley, California. A very useful and well designed key arrangement 
with illustrations in black and white. 

*id• Note, We quote from Birds of America ed. T,G. Pearson et al., 1917/1936, 
" ••• it must not be inferred that these birds subsist entirely on 

acorns, for insects form a consj_derable part of their diet and many of these 
they take on the wing after the manner of the red-headed species of the 
central stat.es," 

-=~-.. ;:-~ 
_:~~~~r -::o-~ -

- ~ -

Detail from a drawing by OWen Fisher 
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ONE PARK -- ONE NAME 

Why is it that Metro Toronto's greatest and most relaxing and picturesque park 
goes under an assortment of names, many of them silly and derogatory, while 
nearly all the other parks are referred to by just one name? What is to be 
gained by this habit? 
What else is Edwams Ga.mens? Is High Pal!k:, Toronto's giand old dame, ever 
anything other than High Park? Ontario Place, the prov~cial showcase, any
thing but Ontario Place? Morningsid:e park anything but ~iomingside Park? im 
so on. 
In contrast, note this far-from-complete list of names for the same park: 
Aqua.tic Park, Ea.stem Headland, Harbour Headland, I.eslie Landfill Site, 
Leslie Street (or st.) Spit, Outer Harbour Ea.st Headland, The Headland, The 
Spit. The Toronto Harbour Commissioners, who built this unkempt, unforgettable 
masterpiece, refer to the entire area as Outer Harbour E&st Headland while 
reserving the name Aquatic Park for the choicest pa.rt. The TTC (Toronto 
Transit Commission) appear to call the whole thing Aqua.tic Park and use the 
name Harbour Headland for the we stem end. 'l'he people in the? .media refer to 
it conf'usingly as The Headland, I,eslie St. Spit, or the Spit. Nor a.re the 
Toronto Field Natura.lists consistent when in outings they refer to the park 
as Leslie Street Spit but in reports often call it Ea.stem Headland. The 
four bureaucratic agencies sponsoring the two annual Aqua.tic Park Wildlife 
Viewing Days call most (or a.ll"l) of it Aqua.tic Park. 

In my opinion only one name that has so far been proposed for this glorious, 
endearing park is much good. 

The tags Leslie Street and The Spit a.re ugly and derogatory. COUld anyone 
imagine ca.ll.ing places in Florida such abusive names as Niami Spit, St. Pete 
Spit, Palm Spit? (They are spits, after a.11.) As for the drab, officialese, 
bureaucratic-sounding Harbour Headland, Ea.stem Head.land, and 'l'he Headland, 
even worse, the long-winded Outer Harbour Ea.st Headland, we should put all 
these to sleep promptly. Who wants to go to a headland, anyway? The term 
Leslie landfill Site ie so pathetic it's laughable, even though ·landfill 
operations axe still being carried on in the new pa.rt. 

This leaves only Aqua.tic Park. The one criticism of this name I can see is 
that, in the minds of some, it conjures up horrible imagea of a hideous, 
pretentious, grandiose -- and expensive -- development that none of us (i hope) 
want . After all, "a.qua.t;..c" merely means "referring to water"; and wMt could be 
be more appropriate1 Moreover, the name is short and has a pleasant ring to 
it. 

So let us at all times employ the name Aqua.tic Park for this place which is 
tops for cycling (exept in winter), which is excellent (if not always easy) 
for hiking, which is far better for swimming than people realize, which is the 
best place in the entire greater Toronto area for picnics (provided that one 
is prepared to rough it), which is one of the very best around for birdwatching, 
plant study, and photography, and which is so relaxing with its refreshing 
atmosphere of happines$ and gladness and its sweeping, spectacular views. 

In the end, .of course, it is vastly more important that this park be kept in 
its present state than worcyl..ng about what to call it. still, a good name is 
important, And let it be the only reasonable one -- Aqua.tic Park. One park 
--- one name. 

Ed. Note. See also page 21. Malcolm Gilbert 
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ARE RING-EILIED GULLS REALLY POLLurING OUR WATERS? 

It seems that the newspapers and some political figures are out to get those 
defenseless gulls again, claiming they pollute our water. Let's compare human 
waste going into Lake Ontario from the Toronto region with bixd droppings. 
There are approximately 150,000 gulls here during the breeding season but most 
migrate in the winter months, so if we averaged out the population figures over 
a year it would be about 50,000 birds. Now a gull is surprisingly light in 
boo.y weight. A dead gull weighs only ounces. So let's say a gull's weight 
is about one hundredth of a huma.n's. From this we can conclude each bird 
produces only about a hundredth part of the amount of waste which one human 
proo.uces. We also must consider the fact that most of the bird droppings do 
not go into the water but end up on 'the land. Gulls breed on land and the 
ones in this city do much of their feeding on land. When roosting for the 
night, gulls like small islands or isolated beaches. Probably less than 2_5'-'~ 
of the birds' droppings land directly in the water. 

Considering there are .about 2½ million people in Toronto who do not use 
out-houses, but flush their waste into our lake, and all of the cars, factories 
and machines which compound this pollution, gulls contribute very little to 
the problem. I don't have any concrete scientific data to ca.ck up my 
calculations but the proof is in the pudding. At one time there were literally 
nillions of passenger pigeons in the Toronto region, yet the water of I,a.ke 
Ontario was clean and no one was afraid to bathe in it. 

Gull droppings are great fertiliser along with the bodies of dead chicks. The 
abundant vegetation on the Leslie Street ~pit is witness to this fact. The 
gulls do a great job of cleaning all of the garbage up around the city as well 
as all the dead fish on our waterfront. l·,ost people enjoy feeding gulls. Give 
a bag of popcorn to anyone who is hanging around the waterfront and see what 
happens to it. American tourists coming into Toronto along Sunnyside quite 
often are thrilled to go to the lake and feed the birds. Having a large gull 
colony at our doorstep is not something we should 'te trying to destroy but 
something we should enjoy and 'te proud of. 

The picnickers whom these gulls are supposed to be bothering sometimes bother 
~e when they won't walk ten steps to a garbage container but leave all of their 
litter behind them on the grass when they leave the area. 

From my calculations the ring-billed gulls contribute two ten-thousandths of 
the fecal material going into the lake and this is not considering all the 
other human pollutants. riaybe we should start worrying about fish poop! 

Roger Powley 

Ed. Note. See also pages 2~. 22. 

WIL~LIFE in J~OPARDY, Cntario 1 s Endangered & Threatened s2ecies 2 
aneducational resource kit ?r~duccd by tt.e ?ederation of Cnta
rio ~aturalists (FOi), containing five ~ea?hing units_ (~lus a 
resource unit of slides, fact sheets, b1.bl1ogra?hY, filmography, 
many booklets and broct.ures!, $45 plus $5_for postage and hand
ling , from the F01, 155 Lesmill Rd., Don Mills, Ont. M3B 2Vf8. 
For more informati or. and to arrange a teacher workshop to intro
duce you to the kit, call the FON at 444-8419. 
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IN THE NEWS 
CANADA GEESE: Metro Toronto has a Canada goose surplus. Gaggles 
of geese gather on the Toronto Islands like members of an indis
criminate club, welcoming any goose that happens to waddle along 
and, in summer, several thousand that fly in. Every winter they 
share food left by the Toronto Humane Society, every summer they 
uproot and trample the grass, and year-round they have the un
fortunate habit of using the islands and the lake as a latrine, 
contributing to water pollution!.- Parks commissioner Robert Bundy 
says the average goose defecates once every si~ minutes, a stat
istic which makes its own quiet statement. 

Parks officials have handled the problem in the past by rounding 
up thousands of birds in June, when they can't fly, and shipping 
them off to wildlife preserves in Iowa and other states. The 
trouble is that many of the birds find their way back and popu
late the islands with a grim determination. If Metro is to re
duce the number of geese from the current estimate of 1,400 to 
a desired level of 100 breeding pairs and 500 goslings, it will 
need help. This is where Toronto Alderman Anthony O'Donohue 
steps in. He wants people to eat the geese. 

Not a bad idea, when you consider it: take a goose to dinner and 
save the waterfront. With a licence from Ottawa to e~empt it 
from federal laws protecting Canada geese, Metro could arrange 
for the birds to be killed in licenced abattoirs. Whether the 
geese went to the needy or were sold on the open market would 
be a subject for further discussion, preferably over a leisurely 
meal. But why stop there? The flesh of pigeons and seagulls 
may not be as tasty as that of the geese, but Metro could un
doubtedly find recipes which justified the dispatch of great 
numbers of the annoying creatures. If an.v goose is to be 
cooked, let it be theirs. 

Further gastronomic suggestions relating to raccoons, mice, 
squirrels and bats will be dealt with as they arise . 
Mr. O'Donohue may have tapped into a growth industry. 

(from the GLOBE & MAIL, December 13, 1983) 

Letter on the above subject, in reply, written by TFN member, 
William c. Mansell, Mississauga: · 

"Whether Canada geese are fouling our waters is a moot point , 
politicians notwithstanding; this goose, more a terrestrial 
than an aquatic animal, is inclined to attend to nature's 
needs only when on land. It does, undeniably, fqul the beach 
areas. However, blame should not be attached to them, but 
rather to the politicians and parks-keepers who released the 
first of this prolific breeder some 30 to 40 years ago . They 
are the ones who should be forced to stoop and scoop, not the 
owners of dogs." 
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IN THE NEWS - continued 

The Outing Club bf East York is a highly respected organization 
involved in outdoor recreation and works of public benefit, in
cluding the annual planting of coniferous trees in the Don 
Valley. Last spring the club planted 3,000 trees in two loca
tions, one of which was adjacent to the Forks of the Don. This 
planting consisted of appro~imately 1,000 white spruce, so 
planted as to produce in time a pleasing and effective node of 
green in an otherwise tree-denuqed landscape. The club has 
been successful in past efforts, but not in this case. 

On December 17 Gary Collins, founder of the club, and I set out 
to check the trees as to growth and ratio of survival. Imagine 
our surprise to learn that sometime this fall every single tree 
had been removed. Obviously someone had watched us plant the 
trees and knew where they were; it was a well-planned move, as 
that many trees could not be removed without careful planning 
and considerable trouble. 

The vandal who did this not only merits the club's contempt, 
but has deprived his fellow citizens of the enjoyment those 
trees would have provided the people who frequent the Don 
Valley. For his information, tree-planting stock may be ob
tained at appro~imately one cent per tree, to be planted in 
an acceptable location, at will. 

The club will renew planting in the spring, but 
e~tra precaution of having the area patrolled. 
stances considered, the trees removed this fall 
all died from a second transplanting. 

will take the 
All circum
have certainly 

(The above letter, written by Charles Sauriol, Toronto, 
appeared in the GLOBE & MAIL of December 21, 1983) 

Spit named after Tommy Thompson 

The 12)-hectare (JOO-acre) Leslie St. spit -- a man-made peninsula on Toronto's 
waterfront -- is going to be known as Tommy Thompson :park, after Metro's first 
:parks commissioner. The naming was approved yesterday by Metro :parks committee. 
A surprised Thompson, recuperating from illness, said he was "delighted" by the 
news. from the Globe and 1·1ail, Nov. 26, 198J. 

Towering good citizen 

It is gratifying to see the CN Tower, the world's largest free-standing structure 
darken each spring and fall night to preserve the lives of thousands of 
migratory birds which might otherwise be directed to their deaths by the lights. 
It is appreciated. 

from the Globe and Mail, Nov. 26, 198J, condensed from a letter by Chuck Hopkins 
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IN THE NEWS - continued 

FURTHER COMMENTS ON THE CANADA GOOSE PROBLEM: 

Two more letters appeared in the Globe & Mail of January 3, 1984-: 

The most sensible solution to the problems caused by Toronto's 
goose population is a controlled goose hunt from a limited 
number of city-controlled blinds. A controlled hunt would re
sult in the harvest of a few of the geese, and the majority of 
the balance would migrate. A few would remain for those who 
seem to enjoy artificially feeding the geese (and who created 
the problem in the first place). Let's have a small number of 
these city-controlled blinds in place on the Toronto Islands 
for the autumn of 1984, so a few legal hunters can help their 
fellow Toronto residents. 

- R. George, Peterborough 

It may well be that geese defecate every si.x minutes. Most 
birds do so with great regularity. I have never heard of a 
natural substance, e.xcept mercury, contributing to water 
pollution. But kill the geese and eat them? What outrageous 
barbarism} That would be like establishing a bird sanctuary 
and poisoning all the cardinals because there happened to be 
too many of them. The thousands of Torontonians who have 
enjoyed watching and feeding the Toronto Islands' geese will 
surely never let this happen - even those who have watched 
with dismay as choice bits of picnic lunch disappeared down 
long, goosey gullets. 

- · Johns. Howarth, Toronto 

TEST SPRAY PROGRAM SLATED FOR GULLS' NESTS 
The Canadian Wildlife Service is planning an experimental 
program to spray chemicals on the eggs of ring-billed gulls 
in Toronto to kill the embryos of the fast-spreading birds. 
Several hundred nests are expected to be sprayed with kerosene 
on the Leslie Street Spit in the last half of April. The wild
life service wants to find the most effective way to spray the 
eggs in case there is a large-scale spraying program to reduce 
the estimated 150,000 gulls on the spit. Officials have e.xperi
mented with overhead wires as a way of keeping gulls away from 
some areas of Toronto but gull eggs have never before been 
sprayed on the spit. Environmentalists disagree on the merits 
of the spraying e.xperiment. The FON says there is no need to 
reduce the number of gulls. 
(The Globe & Mail, January 21, 1984) 

Don·'t forget to send news pa.per clippings you think might be 
~ of interest to TFN to: 
V Margo J\'icCulloch, 77 Burnaby Blvd. (lower), Toronto, Ont . M.5N 1G'3 
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TORONTO'S RAVINES IMPRESS AMERICANS: 

The Scientific Research Society of North A~erica (Sigma XI) held its 1983 
Annual Meeting in Toronto. Sunday, October Joth, was :reserved for visits to 
such places as Niagara Falls, the Ontario Science Centre and the University 
of Toronto; meanwhile twenty members of the Society had a morning tour of two 
Toronto ravines using a TTC bus for transport. Cedarva.le was our first stop. 
After a short intrcduction to the geological history of the ravines, the group 
walked from the St:ra.thearn-Glenayr entrance to the Glencedar footbridge west 
of l:lathurst ahd back. Several members of the group we:re from Florida and other 
southern states and we:re excited to find hoarfrost on the grass and to see 
maple leaves at their yellow best. They discussed various ecological a~pects 
of the ravine and asked what winter birds might be found, the names of some 
of the plants, the amount and quality of the :remnant watercourse which still 
flows above ground. and other questions. lt was a fine sunny day and after two 
days of meetings, they enjoyed a stroll in Cedarvale .Ravine. 

We approached the second ravine, Burke Brook, from Lea.side where Sutherland 
Avenue becomes a private road into Sunnybrook Park. The contra.st between 
Burke Brook (a steep, narrow ravine) and Cedarvale which has gentler s1011'8s 
and bottomland is striking. I got the impression that most of the group were 
really surprised and impressed to see such a wild and deep ravine in the 
middle of a large city. Some were pleased to see white pine, hemlock, white 
cedar and white birch at close range while others were delighted to find 
themselves face-to-face with a chipmunk or a red, grey or black squirrel. 
Others were glad to have good views of juncos, goldfinches and a white-breasted 
nuthatch. We walked down the winding road to the point where ~urke Brook joins 
the West Don River and then into the ravine to a point where a landslide has 
obliterated the narrow trail. The relative clarity of the water and the speed 
of its flow over stones and shingle and a.round boulders increased the 'impression 
of wildness. · 
In planning this trip I had hoped to show them l-loore Park Ravine as well, but 
the problem of finding a comfort stop for twenty people travelling in a TTC 
bus took up valuable time. However, on the way lack to their downtown hotel 
we visited the excavations of the Toronto Brick Company in the Don Valley. 
One of the group, a geologist by profession, told us about the significance 
of the excavations and everyone had an opportunity to examine pieces of shale 
with fossils embedded in them • 

.lt'ro~ the keen interest they showed and their appreciative remarks, they we:re 
obviously excited by what they saw. To a visitor, Toronto's ravines come as 
a happy surprise, a natural contrast not to be missed. 

Jack Ci:anmer-BYllJ 

Evergreens dressed in lilite 
On snow fields 
Cast blue shadows. 

haiku by Helen Juhola 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE MIGRATORY BIRDS CONVENTION ACT 

It was 69 years ago on the 16th of August, 1916, that a very important 
convention was signed into existence. Un this date the ~ig:ratory Birds 
convention: an agreement between Great Britain (on behalf of Canada) am. the 
United States to protect most migratory birds came into effect. Formal 
:r:atification oft.he Convention came the following year on the 29th of August, 
1917, when the ,<igmtory Birds Convention Act (hereafter called the Act) was 
passed in the Canadian Parliament. This Act allows the canadian government to 
pass and enforce regulations concerning migratory birds. Similar legislation 
in the United States passed Congress in 1918 on July Jrd. Recognizing the 
potential for the indiscriminate slaughter of migratory birds in both countries 
the convention made the following proposal: 

''Whereas many species of birds in the course of their annual mig:r:ation 
traverse certain :parts of the Dominion of Canada. and the United states; 
and 
''Whe~as many of the species are of great value as a source of food 
or in destroying insects which are injurious to forests and forage 
crops, in both Canada and the united states, but are nevertheless in 
danger of extermination through lack of adequate protection during 
the nesting season or while on their way to and from their breeding 
grounds... Great Britain and the United states 

''have resolved to adopt some uniform system of protection which shall 
effectively accomplish such objects ••• ". 

This 'uniform system of protection' is the Act with all its rules and 
regulations. 

The Act is today under the authority of the Minister of the Environment and 
is administered by the Canadian Wildlife Service, a Directorate within 
Environment C&nada. 

The definition of migratory birds is set out as follows: "Migratory game birds" 
means Anatidae or waterfowl, including swans; Gruidae or cmnes; Ra.llidae or 
rails; Limicolae or shorebirds; Columbidae or pigeons and doves. 

"insectivorous birds" means "all perching birds which feed entirely or chiefly 
on insects" including chickadees, hummingbirds, shrikes, robins, and ''bull 'tats' 
or nighthawks. 

"Migratory nongame birds" means auks, auklets, bitterns, fulmars, gannets, 
grebes, guillemots, gulls, herons, ja.egers, loons, murres, petrels, puffins, 
shearwaters, and terns. 

Subspecies and hybrids of species covered by the Act are also protected. (For 
a more complete list see the Act itself, and Birds Protected under the 
Migratory..ll!.ms Convention Act, 1978, published by the Canadian Wildlife Service~ 
In spite of the fact that many raptors do migrate, protection was not accorded 
these or any other raptor species under the provisions of the Act. Raptars, 
upland game birds, and other birds not listed in the convention such as 
pelicans, crows and cormorants come under provincial jurisdiction. 

That raptors were not protected is only one inconsistency in the Act . Readers 
may also fd.nd puzzling many of the birds listed as insectivorous. 

Regulations governing the hunting of migratory game bi:rds assume a large and 
important role in the Act. General prohibitions for hunting, lag limits, 
possession, ta.it restrictions, hunting methods and equipment, retrieval of 
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birds, restrictions· on hunting, and the definition of 'closed season' (when 
no hunting is allowed) are all covered. 

While hunting regulations form a considerable proportion of the Act, attention 
is also given to other activities which affect migratory birds. Permits 
issued for these activities are as follows: 

Scientific permit: allows the holder to capture, kill, or land a migzatory 
bird for scientific or educational purposes, and allows possession of migratory 
bird nests and eggs. 

Avicultural permit: allows the holder to buy, sell, or possess live migzatory 
birds or ·their eggs for avicultural purposes. 

Permits respecting birds causing damage or danger: this permit allows the 
holder to scare migratory birds causing damage to crops or other property. 
When scaring fails, the holder ma.y be granted another permit authorizing him 
or her to kill such birds causing damage. 

Airport permit: allows the killing of migratory birds perceived. to be a danger
to aircraft at airports. 

Taxidermist permit: allows the holder to receive or accept migratory bird: 
specimens or their eggs for preservation or mounting, with certain 
restrictions attached. 

Eiderdown permit: allows the collection, possession, and sale of eiderdown. 

Regulations can also be found within the Act pertaining to the introduction 
of foreign species; pollution; and to the appointment and powers of game 
officers. 

In future issues of this newsletter certain of the regulations will be looked 
at more closely. 

--------
(___ 
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\ A WINTER WALK ON THE BELT LINE I 
A winter walk on the C.H. ~elt Line can prove very rewarding and mind bending, 
in learning to identify the trees growing there. One merely needs to keep the 
eye■ open for nature•• signs, such as the placement of the twigs, the size and 
shape and colour of the buds. The buds appear a.Ii aoon as the leaves :fall in 
the autwan and remain on the twigs all winter. Many trees have fruits such a.a 
berries or pod• which remain on the trees and are visible in the winter time in 
the abeeace of leaTes. 

!f 1ou have not learnt to identify trees by their leave• in the summer time, 
try it in the winter when the tree• are bare. There are two trees that keep 
■ome of their leaves during the winter - the beech with grey bark and light 
brownish leavea and the oak• with deeper brown lobed leaves. 'l'heee add a nice 
touch of colov.r and i:e.ttern to the winter acene, against the snow. 

Here ia a simple clue to get you started on the road to discovery of the big 
trees. H.A.M. H stands for Horse-chestnut, A stands for Aeh and M stands for 
Maple. These trees are all 11opposite 11 • This means the twig arrangement is 
op.;:osite, the twigs growing from the same point on both sides of the branch.~ 
Keeping this simple clue in mind, we now know that all the other tree& are I 
"alternate" "(' such as the beech, elm, locust, birch, etc. :By "alternate" 
we mean the -:-{. twig arrangement is not opposite. Binocular a are a help in 
scanning tall trees to see if they are oppo1ite or alternate in their twig 
arrangement. 

With this bit of preparation and our senses sharpened to be aware of nature•• 
signs, we set out on our walk. We notice some young saplings with the twig■ 
distinctly opposite. The horse-chestnut is opposite but it has large, very 
stick) bud.1, ao these are not horse-chestmte. They must be a1h or maple. low 
we pass a cluster of low trees, with twigs alternate. Those are elae. There 
are more opposite tree• which are maples, of which there are many on this walk. 

Here is a large tree with low branches and smooth bark. We examine the twig 
arrangement, which is alternate, and we notice round, plump red buds. That ia, 
of course, the baeawood, a common native tree of the woods. 

Now we come to a group of low shrubby trees with clusters of keys still on the 
branches. We examine the twigs which have a µirply tinge, and the twig arrange
ment ie opposite. Checking back to our clue, H.A.M. , it must be maple. It ia 
the Manitoba maple which is the only maple that retains its keys all winter, 
aupplying food for birds and animals. 

You are attracted to a tall tree with clusters of seede, high up, looking like 
keys. We examine the tree for its twig arrangement and find it is alternate. 
It therefore cannot be a maple tree. It is the Tree of Heaven, or Ailanthus. 
This is the original tree that "Grows in Brooklyn", because it grows in cracks 
in sidewalks downtown. It is really a weed tree and very persistent . 

Looking up high again, we see po4s on a tree - amall brown ones. There may be 
some on the groWld, that have split .open. That is the black locust and on 
checking the twig arrangement, it is alternate, which fits our clue. 

We continue, recogni7.lt more maples and elms and then we come to two beautiful, 
tall trees with large black pods hanging from the branches . Again we examine 
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the twig arrangement and find it ia clearly alternate. These are two Kentucky 
coffee treee, having been planted many years ago by a forester living along the 
J3elt Line. This is more of a Southern Ontario species, but these trees have 
been able to survive our winters. 

Some sharp member calls out "What is this tree?", pointing to an interesting 
shrub with bright green twigs with four brown lines running vertically. On 
examining the twig arrangement we find it is opposite. This is the Burning 
:Bush belonging to the Eu.oxcymu.s group, a garden escape which seems to be 
naturalizing itself and spreading in the Belt Line. It has beautiful red 
berries which split in the fall. It is also called Wahoo! 

Another pair of sharp eyes has noticed a tree with bright yellow buds and 
alternate twig arrangement. The yellow bud is the distinctive clue. It is a 
bitternut hickory. 

Now we notice trees with berries that remain on branches during winter, serving 
as food for birds. This tree has red berries and thorns on the branches. Ot 
course you guesaed that one! It is the ha.wthorn. The mountain ash ( not a 
true ash) is a larger tree with large clusters of berries and no thorns. The 
low shrub with red berries and opposite twigs is the high bush cranberry which 
belongs to the Viburnum group. 

We come to an opening on to Chaplin Crescent and see a tree with unusual mottled 
bark t hat looks as if it is peeling. It is a London plane tree, related to the 
American sycamore, easily recognized by its distinctive bark. 

All this m~ seem a little confusing on the first tree walk, but by the second 
or thi rd val.kit become familiar. As we enjoy the outdoors in the winter we 
become more alert and aware of Nature's signs. A walk can become challenging 
and rewarding as ve watch and recognize the trees through the seasons. 

Either Carin 

from w . H. Huds on*, a biography by Ruth Tomalin, :f'aber and faber, London, 1982 

He (W. H. H. ) was nine when Edwin (his brother) decided to start a family 
newspaper and ordered him to contribute some bird notes. He set about this 
with enthusiasm, trying for the first time to put thoughts and facts into 
writing . Had his scheme prospered it would have been invaluabl e to him: "even 
if it had lasted but a few weeks it would have given me the habit of recording 
my observations , and that is a habit without which the keenest observation 
and the most faithful memory are not sufficient for the field naturalis t " . 
(But the scheme was thrown up) so William l ost, as he said, "a great part of 
the resul t of six years of life with wild nature, s ince it was not until six 
years after •• • that I discovered the necessity of ma.king a note of every 
interesting thing I witnessed". 

* one of uhe founders of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
in England 

Ed . Note . See "Strange Sightings" pages JJ , '34. 
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Sugaring Off in the Garden ' 

Even though the air feels colder than on some winter days, the calendal" tells 
me that the season is changing to spring. Late one afternoon I arrive at a 
house in the west end of Toronto. In the garden I walk around a hedge and 
find a bench to sit on to view the sugar maple. It's hard to tell at first 
that it's a maple-tree as there are no lower branches; however. the t-wo 
sap pails give it away. My camp-stool is a help; I want to sit where I can 
get a good composition. The late afternoon sun provides a shadow-pattern in 
the foreground. There hasn't been much snow, so the branches of the trees 
are clearly seen. I begin my sketch in pencil and lay out my composition; 
then ~rk with an ink-pen. The shagba:rk hickory in the fo~eground is for 
contrast. I think of the promise of spring, even though my hands are cold; 
my mind is on drawine; with the pen, the dry leaves blow over the l~wn a.nd 
create a circular pattern. The cowors on the two pails h~nging bn the tree 
keep the sap clean from sticks and leaves that blow up ft-om the ground. 
Squirrels race around on the branches of the tree but are kept from falling 
into the pails by the lids. This sap is bringing a life-fot-ce back to the 
tree. 

Later that evening I'm given a glass of something that looks like water. 
It takes me some time to realize that what r~m drinking is the sap that was 
coming into the branches of the tree from the roots. It has kept the tree 
alive all winter and now it -~s going to nourish the branches for leaves to 
grow in the spring season - and is giving me nourishment too! 

Mary Cumming 

SUGARING 1'IME 

Usually by the time we hear a.bout "sugaring-off" programs to 1'1.ich the public 
is invited it is too late for publication in the newsletter. Here are some we 
heard about last year: 

Kortright Centre for Conservation (3 km west of Highway 400, just so~th of 
Major Mackenzie Drive, on Pine Valley Drive.) Phone 661-6600 

Mountsberg Wildlife Centre (w.on 401 to Erlt 38, s , dom the Guelph Line, right 
on No. 5 sideroad, right on the Town Line, entrance on left). 
Phone 878-4131 weekdays, 8_54-2276 weekends 

Springwater Forest, Catfish Creek Conservation Authority (In Aylmer, go west on 
#3 for J miles; in Orwell turn south and follow signs to Springwater 
Park.) Phone (519) 631-1270; Mrll • RR5 Aylmer N5H 2R4 

Kettle Creek Conservation Authority, RR8, st. Thomas, Ontario, N.5P JTJ. 
Phone (519) 631-1270 

Rock Chapel Maple Bush, Royal Botanical Gardens, Burlington. March 10-11, 
17-18, 24-25, Jl-April 1. 10 AM - 4 PM. (This year's in:forma.tion) 

Bruce's Mill, M.T.R.C.A., on Gormley-Stouffville sideroa.d. Phone 661-6600. 

Phone or write and ask about demonstrations of sugaring-off and entrance fees. 
If you're interested, don't delay, because by the time you get this newsl-etter 
the sap may be stirring. 
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Ravens soar upward; 
Early spring sun melts snow; 
Black and llhite no"" blue. 

haiku by Helen Juhola 
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projects 
OOTANY PROJ!i;_~TS1 (For details see THE PLANT PRESS, Field Botanists of Ontario 

Newsletter), Vol. 1, No. 4, Dec.; l98J.) 

1. Atlas of the Rare Vascu.lar Plants of Ontario - Part 41 34 additional 
families are under study by Kathleen Pryer and Cathy Keddy 
of the National Museum of Natural Sciences, Ottawa. 

They are seeking recent information on these families and on certain species 
within the families. 

2. County/Regional_yascular __ Plant Checklists for Southern Ontario& Steve Varga 
lists (with accompanying map) 27 large geographical areas 

where work is being done, or has been completed, on vascular plant checklists, 
giving status of the work and names and addresses of field botanists 
involved. The ''Regional Municipality of York and Metropolitan Toronto" is 
one of them. 

3• Catalog of tpe flora of Ontario North of the French and Mattawa Rivers, 
This is a project of John Riley who would like to correspond 

with anyone with notes or lists of collections from any part of Northern 
Ontario. Present situation is described. 

4. Southern Ontario Fens, Joyce Reddoch would. like to .see fens identified -
with a view to protection. She describes fen conditions and 

typical flora, includes list of 19 of the larger fens, map, bibliography, 
and requests information on additional fens which might qualify, and 
further literature. 

5. Great Lakes Wetland Ecologists' NetT,,10rk1 Gary McCullough, John Riley, and 
Tom v.hillans (Institute for Environmental Studies) are 

organizing a network of U.S. and Canadian ecologists interested in the 
wetlands of the Great Lakes area, hoping to draw together published and 
unpublished information and provide a research forum. The present situation 
is described, with request to hear from interested parties. 

6. Northern Ontario Floras Dr. Keith 'Winterhalder (Laurentian u.) is 
interested in hearing details and status of Northern Ontario 

regional or district checklists, and information about herbarium specimens. 
He'd like names and addresses of compilers. 

7. Records of Prairie Buttercups Harry "Williams r equests information on the 
range of this species in Ontario. 

INFORMATION NEEDED 

Bob Braley, Ontario Nest Records co-ordinator for the North American Bluebird 
Society, has requested information about bluebird conservation projects in 
this area as well as the status of the tufted titmouse. 

Anyone who has tufted titmouse confirmed as nesting or who has a bluebird trail 
(or just an individual box) in use by bluebirds is asked to write to: 
Mr. R.O. Braley, 21-J0 Champlain Cres., Peterborough, Ont . K9L lTl 

Reports will be included in the Sia.lia, the quarterly journal of the Society. 
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THE ONTARIO HERITAGE FOUNDATION 
NATURA~ !W,Rl'TAGE EASEMENT PROGRAM 

1. What is the Ontario Heritage Foundation? 

The Ontario Heritage Foundation is an agency of the Ministry of Citizenship 
and Culture with a mandate to preserve and promote Ontario's architectural, 
historical, archaeological and natural heritage. It also acts as an a.gent of 
the Crown in accepting gifts and bequests of cultuml and real properties made 
to the people of Ontario. 

The Foundation helps assure Ontario's citizens fuller enjoymeht of their pa.st 
both now and in the future by providing financial and p:ra.ctial assistance to 
private individuals, corporations and public bodi•s involved in heritage 
conservation activities, and by accepting stewardship of gifts gi~en to the 
people of Ontario. .: 

The Foundation is governed by a boa.rd of private citizens appointed because of 
strong interest and ability in the field of heritage conservat"ion, and 
representing all parts of Ontario. 

2. What is the Heritage Trust? 

The Heritage Trust unit looks after heritage property which is owned and 
administered by the Foundation. This property held in trust for the people of 
Ontario includes provincially or regionally significant historic sites, 
natural areas, archaeological artifacts and works of art, most acquired by 
gift or bequest from public-spirited donors. 

Over 2 , 500 acres of natural area and scenic lands are presently under Foundation 
protection. In cooperation with the Ministry of Natural Resources, the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada and other agencies, the Foundation has embarked. on an 
intensified. program to protect Ontario's natural herit~. This program places 
special emphasis on securing donations of land and acquiring natural heritage 
easements from property owners. 

). Wbat is an easement? 
An easement is a legal mecha.nism whereby a property owner continues to own the 
property, but agrees to follow guidelines as to the amount and type.· of 
development or use permitted. The easement is an agreement signed by the 
owner and registered on the title of the property for the purpose of ensuring 
that the natural heritage values of the site are preserved indefinitely. 

4 . What are the tax ad:vantages of granting an easement'l 

The full amount of the current market value of a gift to the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation is deductible from net income, as the Foundation is not subject to 
the maximum limit of 2CY% net income which normally applies to gifts to 
registered charities. 

Since .an easement would prevent certain types of development and/or resource 
extraction, it may be possible to consider the value of the foregone development 
and/or extraction rights as a gift to the Crown for Income Tax purposes. Also, 
based on the reduced development potential of the area, it rna.y be possible to 
obtain a reduction of property taxes. The Foundation will assist landowners 
in obtaining independent appraisals · of the property before and after the 
easement in order to determine the iva.li,te of the donation. The Foundation will 
also assist the landowner. to ob~in information on the possible Income Tax and 
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property tax benefits available through other government agencies. 

5. What rights does the holder of the easement have1 

The easement holder has the right to ensure that the· restrictions placed on the 
land are observed. These restrictions are clearly set out in the easement 
agreement which has been registered on the property title. The easement does 
not allow public access to the property unless it is specifically provided for 
in the easement document. The document does not give the easement holder the 
right to do any of the things which the landowner is prohibited from doing on 
the land. 

6. What rights and duties does the owner retain? 

Except for those specific restrictions set forth in the easement document , the. 
owner of the land retains all other rights pertaining to the property. He 
retains ownership, can use it in any way consistent with the restrictions, and 
can se 11 it , live on it and give or leave the land to his heirs • The owner 
has the obligation to take care of the land to the extent of seeing that the 
provisions of the agreement are observed. 

7. What restrictions can be included in a. natural heritage easement? 

Easements are flexible and can be written to include almost any kind. of 
restricted use agreed to by the o:wner and the easement holder. It can require, 
for example, that the land be left completely in its natural state; it can 
provide that various activities may oo carried on, such as farming, hunting, 
fishing, or grazing; it can even provide for l i mited development, such as the 
construction of dwellings or other facilities which do not compromise the 
aesthetic or ecological values of the land. Since the easement attempts to 
ensure the wise stewardship of natural features over time, it is generally 
preferable to keep the easement document as simple as possible so the rights 
of all parties are clearly unde-rstood. 

An easement can be applied to an entire property or to a portion of it, such 
as the land along the shore of a lake or stream. It is important that the 
exact terms of the easement be spelled out in detail. When for example, the 
easement's purpose is to assure that the land oo kept in its natural state, 
both the owner of the land and the holder of the easement should have a clear 
understanding of what is meant by "natu:ra:). state". Thus, future disagreements 
or uncertainties can be avoided. 

8 . How are easements monito:r;ed1 
The Ontario Heritage' Foundation's natural heritage easement policy provides 
that properties should oo monitored at least once each calendar year. Any s i te 
visits to the property by monitoring staff will be conducted in the presence of 
the landowner or his authorized representative . The Foundation encourages a 
cooperative monitoring program in an effort to achieve comprehensive management 
strategies for the property, based on the goal and objedtives of both parties. 
The monitoring program involves the use of a monitoring report and a comparison 
of past and present photographs, maps and other documentation to ensure that the 
objectives of the easement are being achieved. 

The monitoring process emphasizes the importance of the ongoing relationship 
with the landowner. The Foundation will provide ma.nagement 'advice to assist 
the landowner in the maintenance of the features protected by the easement. 
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During the site v:i.sit, the monitor will note any existing or anticipated 
problems with adjoining landowners and. th9ir potential effects on the natural 
heritage easement. 

9. How can I help1 

Many of Ontario's finest :remaining natural areas a.re privately owned. The 
Ontario Heritage Foundation relies on the stewardship and generosity of those 
who are in possession of such areas and others who ca.re about their protection. 

If you would like to help protect Ontario's remarkable natural heritage by 
granting an easement on your property, please contact: 

I"-. The ontario Heritage Foundation, 77 Bloor St. West, 2nd Floor, Toronto, Ontario 
V M7A 2R9 (416) 965-9504 

William B. Sargant 
Natural Heritage Coordinator 

Strange 
As I h ave walkerl in nature with TFN, I havo. at timAs heard it said that indeed 
it is an experience to hear thP- winter wren sine, Now some of us know it's a 
real cha:l-9nge to SEE this Utt.le bird, let alone h.ear him sing. So I suppose 
the ultimate experience then (and yo:1 can surely bet it was for me) is to SEE 
the winter wrer. sing. Hi~ Httle ½ead was raised slightly, his little beak 
ciidn't do much but his littlP, throat quivered and bobbed and swelled and 
descended - an<i his littlP- t;i 1, h:.s little rear end was an everlasting flutter 
- a wealth of '7lotion. I wat::!hed in pleasure, i.n wonder, in awe and I giggled and 
laup.:hed to myself and asked 'from iA'hich end of this little bird cometh that 
maenificent song?' 

\-IHrn I con~i<ie:r, now, some of the thi.nt:s : have seen in nature I have to question 
if it is right to call -:hem stranp;A sigh~ings. I ha.ve to as~ if perhaps we 
should r P--name our nature sightings col1mm to '!•:ature's vbr.ders' or 'Nature's 
LifA' - a title which can in somA ~ay convey to us the eve~ so magnificent ways 
of Nature. 

E. Suzanne Poodrey 

Fd. Note : Thank you, S 1.11..3.mH?, for this charmi ng cor.tribution. You- point !'I.bout 
the title is well taken. 'lni s col·,.vnn is indeed intended to record 

Nat~e • s ' wonders'. Here, in pai•t, is the dE>finition from the old Annandale 
dictionary of the word 'str::i.~ige'; " ••• not. before known, heard, or seen; new, 
wonderful; causing surprise; ffx"traor-:"!inary; -,.-J~; unusual; ••• not familiar ••• " 
The word originally cal'llt"'! from a root meaning 'from another land' but it is easy 
to see how ot~1er :neanings came ahout, for sometimes it seems th!'l.t th~ things we 
see right .in front o: us - once wt=i really look at them - are so amazing they 
might as well be fro~ a foreign land. 

3J 
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STHANGE SIGHTINGS - continued 

On Sunday, January 8, 1984, at approximately ltJO PM, a cloudy, cool (-5°c) 
afternoon, Aarne and I observed a male house sparrow picking at a crystal on a 
sidewalk on Belsi2.e Avenue. Mter holding it in his mouth and dropping it 
several times, he picked it up with his beak and flew into a bush beside the 
walk. Did he need the calciUlll or had he become addicted to road salt? 

Helen Juhola 

GRACKLES ARE FISRERPERSO~S 

On April 26, 1983 in G. Ross Lord Park I saw a grackle standing 
on a branch sticking out of a shallow pond; it jum~ed into the 
water, caught a silver fish about an inch long in its beak, 
stepped onto the bank, ate the fish and flew off towards some 
trees. Ten seconds later, four grackles coming from the trees 
landed, hopped along the bank and onto branches hanging low 
over the pond, looking into the water. Three left after fifteen 
seconds; the fourth stayed and caught a fisho Was it the one 
that caught the first fish? - I don't know. 
I told this story to Helen Juhola of the editorial committee, 
who s.aid that Bruce Parker, the committee's bird authority, 
might like to hear it. He said that fish-catching by grackles 
had been reported, but only rarely and by illustrious birders, 
and that I should keep looking. I did, and here are the results, 
all at the same pond. 
March 9: I see my first definite grackle of the year in the 
park. (First'maybe' on March 4.) 

April 26: See above. 
M~y 14: A grackle by the pond with a fish in its mouth swallows 
it. A few minutes later, ten grackles land and patrol the banks; 
one takes something out of the water and eats it. 
May 28: Two grackles catch a fish each. 
June 16: A grackle catches a silver fish l ½" long in water a
bout two inches deep. 

August 13: A grackle eats a fish by the water. 
Seotember 3: Last definite grackle of t~e year in the park. 
(Last maybe on September 22.,) 
The grackles return in March, so watch them near water; if you 
see them catching fish ( or if you see any bird do something 
you think interesting or unusual), call Bruce Parker at 
449-0994. 

Sandy Cappell 
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
Clive and Joy Goodwin are arranging a Bruce Weekend, June 16-17, 
and a week tour to Grand Manan July 29-August 4. Call 249-9503 
for details after March 4. 
Th~ Canadian Nature Federation will hold its annual conference at the 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., July 6-7. ~ield trips 
available July 1-12--Queen Charlotte Islands, the Okanagan, Vancouver Island, 
Boat trips for viewing killer whales and pelagic birds. Further details 
from the Federation of B.C. Naturalists, 1200 Homby street, Vancouver. B.C. 
v6z 2E2. · 

The Federation of Ontario Naturalists will hold its annual meeting May 25~27 
at the University of Waterloo, sponsored by the Kitchener-waterloo Field 
Naturalists. For further information, contact hr. Bill Hounsell, 
105 Moccasin Dr., Waterloo. N2L 4c2 

CANADIAN NATURE TOURS - from the CNF jointly with the FON 

Listed are trips for summer and fall. If this kind of holiday interests you, 
ask for a brochure from CNT, 355 Leemill Road, Don Millo, M3~ 2W6 (444-8419) 

M~ 6-11 
June 2-9 
June 25-29 
July 4-14 
August 4-18 
August 18-26 

Point Pelee - $425 
Foothills, Grasslands and ~ad.lands (Canadian West) - $695 
Churchill - $895 
The Great One (Alaska) - $1750 
Ride the High Country (Horseback in Alberta) - $1395 
~ueen Charlotte Islands (~.c.) - $895 

Aleo Cape Breton, ~ueen Charlotte Islands, Grand Manan, Polar Bears (Churchill) 

Canoeing in Ontario, novice to advanced - 15 trips from $375 to $795 

Backpacking - Baffin Island, Vancouver Island or Labrador from $625 to $1995. 

Prices are quoted from a starting point near the region of the tri p~ 
...__ _____________________________________ . 

--------- RA.FF;LE OF OIL PAINTING AT MAY MPETING -· ---=---0 -~, 

If you 'WOuld like a framed oil painting for your wall - or for a gift..., 
you will want to participate in the raffle at the TFN General Meeting 
in ~.y. '!be 'Winner will select his or her preference between t~-o ~il 
wrks of Joyce Cave, "Reflections of Spring with Marsh Marigold:;;" or 
"'Wlite Trilliums", 5~ of proceeds will go to T~. 50~ to the a:rtiat 
for expenses. Tickets $1.00 each, three for $2.00 • 

...---------------------------------~·--
GRIMSBY HAWK MIGRATION 

For best days, what to see and how to get there see Toronto Field NG}_£~lls\ 
('3'38) 2_5 M 81. 

Members who do not have this issue can see a copy in the i1etropoli tan Torontc, 
Central Reference Library or the ROM library. 

Travel schedules: VIA Rail J66-8411, Gray Coach 979-J511 
---------------------------------·· .. .,..,,_._, 

)5 
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COMING EVENTS 
,~~\~~~~\~ 

City Hall Flower Show 
Come and see a spectacular spring floral display in the rotunda 
of City Hall, 100 Queen St. w., March 18-25. Call 947-7341 
for further details. 
Civic Garden Centre 
The following courses will be offered at the Civic Garden Centre, 
777 Lawrence Ave. E., at Leslie. Call 445-1552 for details. 
Commencing Mar. 6, 10.00 a.m. - 6 weeks - Botanical Art 
Commencing Mar. 15, 8.00 p.m. - 3 weeks - Woody Plants 
Commencing Mar. 19, 1.30 or 7.30 p.m. - 2-day lecture and 

deroonstration - Creative Nature Crafts 
Kortright Centre for Conservation 
An Owl Prowl will be held on March 3, at 7.30 p.m., at Kortright 
Centre, Pine Valley Drive, 3 km west of Hwy. 400, south of 
Major Mackenzie Drive. Further information at 661-6600. 

Royal Canadian Institute 
The following lectures will be given at the Medical Sciences 
Auditorium, University of Toronto, at 3.15 p.m. on the dates 
indicated. Telephone 979-2004 for further information. 
Mar. 4 - Vanishing Species on the Road to Recovery: A Look at 

the Work in Game Parks and Zoos - Barbara Solandt Griffin, M.A. 
Mar. 11 - Deep-Diving Exploration in the Arctic -

Douglas Elsey, B.A.Sc., P.Eng., Eastern Canada Area 
Manager, Can-Dive Services Ltd. 

Mar. 18 - Our Roots, Our Identity: The Importance of Folklore 
to Canadian Culture - Carole H. Carpenter, Ph.D., Assoc. Prof., 
Humanities, York University. 

Clive and Joy Goodwin 
Beginning with Wild Flowers - 6-week course for beginners, 

commencing March 12, 7.30 p.m., at Orchard View Library, 
Eglinton and Yonge. 

Birdwatching in Spring - Beginners - 4 lectures and 2 field trips 
Commencing March 28, 7.00 p.m. at Deer Park Library, 

St. Clair and Yonge. 
Commencing March 29, 7.00 p.m., Brentwood Library, Royal York 

Rd. and Bloor 
For further information call 249-9503 after March 4. 
Royal Ontario Museum 
During March the ROM will feature two exhibitions of interest 
to naturalists. For further information call 978-3692. 
ROM, 100 Queen's Park, at Bloor--Bird Paintings by 

Jean-Luc Grondin. 
Canadiana Bldg., 14 Queen's Pk. Cr. w. --Mapping Toronto's 

First Century - 60 rare maps depicting the city's growth. 
Bruce Trail Club 
A Look at Point Pelee National P,ark - slide presentation by Bob Graham, 

followed by discussion and refreshments. March 1, 7.30 p.m. $1.00. 
Education Centre, 155 College St.; 6th floor Auditorium. 
Ontario Bird Banding Association 
The OBBA will hold its annual meeting in the Planetarium on March 10, 9.15 
a.m. _The program_will ~nclude films, talks and displays on bi:rd banding 
and biology. Registration f~e $2.50. For further information, contact 
Chris Risley, 151 Ruggles Ave., Richmond Hill. 14c lYJ. Telephone 883-4689. 
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fvJEE TIN~~;~ .. 
NERAL MEETINGS ~~ -G E 

Board of Education Centre, 6th Floor Auditorium 
155 College Street, at Mccaul 

Monday, March 5, 1984. 8.15 p.m. (Coffee at 7.30) 
Are the Gulls Ruining Toronto? 
- Peter Fetterolf, Research Associate, University of Toronto 

Department of Zoology. 
This slide-illustrated lecture will address the following topics: 
1. The increase in gulls in Toronto since 1975; 
2. The gulls' use of public areas in Toronto and suburbs; 
3. The gulls' impact on the public as a potential health hazard 
or nuisance: and 
4. The desirability, suitability, and feasibility of controlling 
gull numbers. 

Monday, April 2, 1984. 8.15 p.m. 
Birdfinding Around Toronto - Clive Goodwin. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • 
G R O U P MEETINGS 

The Birds of Leslie Street Spit 
- Glenn Coady 

Bird Group 
Thur. Mar. 8 
8.00 p.m. 
Location: Room 251, Education Centre, 155 College 

1 block west of University Avenue. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . : : : : : : 

Street, 

Botany Group 
Wed. Mar . 21 
8.00 p.m. 
Location: 

The Botany of Lake Hazen, Northern Ellesmere 
Island, High Arctic Oasis - Joyce Gould 

Room 7, Botany Bldg., University of Toronto, 
northwest corner of College and University. 

Environmental 
Thur. Mar. 22 
7.30 p.m. 

• • • • e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : : 
Group 
Current Issues Relating to the Leslie Street Spit 
- Sarah Miller, organizer of SCOW (Stop 

Contaminating Our Waterfront) 
Location: Huron Public School, 541 Huron Street, 1 block west 

of St. George subway station. 

,Junior Club 
Sat. Mar. 3 
10.00 a~m. 
Location: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Display Day 

Royal Ontario Museum ( see page 3. ) 
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