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The Junior Club of the Toronto Field Naturalists is for children 8 to 16 years
of age. The club meets on the first Saturday of each month from September to
May at the McLaughlin Planetarium. The meetings, which start at 10 am, comsist
of a talk by a guest speaker followed by specialized activities of each special
interest group.

In November, a typical meeting, a wildlife biologist from the Ministry of Natural
Resources gave an illustrated talk on river otters. Following her talk, the
members headed out on their group outings. The 8-year olds examined rocks,
minerals and fossils at the planetarium. The 9-year olds journeyed to Humber Bay
Park for bird-watching. The 10-year olds travelled to 0ld Mill Park to look at
a variety of features: birds at feeders, fossils in stones along the walk, and
flood control features of the Humber River. You can see that the younger groups
study a wide variety of natural phenomena. The older members join special
interest groups based on a specific topic. One such group is astronomy. In
November, they travelled to the Ontario Science Centre where their leader showed
them the star lab and electricity demonstrations. Special interest groups are
formed on the basis of member demand and availability of an adult leader.

All members of the TFN are welcome to attend Junior Club activities and to bring
family members and friends as well. On Saturday, Februrary 7, our speaker will
be Scott Lough, a third-year Astrophysics student at the University of Toronto.
He will be discussing the discoveries of the Voyager probes. On March 7, the
club will hold its annual display of members' projects at our annual Display Day.

If you have any questions about the Junior club or would like to help in any way,
please call me or Mary-Louise Stewart (960-9860).

Pamela Kertland 889-6074
Director of Junior Club

This Month,s cover "Forest Pattern, Wilket Creek"

by Diana Banville

Contemplating a forest can be overwhelming, when equipped only with paint or
pencils. Rather than resorting to flight, one can always remember one's art
teacher's voice saying "Try for SOMETHING but don't try for it ALL." One way
of doing so is by '"resorting to'" the abstract. It lends itself to nature
subjects very well - perhaps that's because all art principles are from nature.
In so doing, we may discover the extra dimensions that are there...the nature
of contrast, the nature of relationships, the nature of texture, the nature of
direction, the nature of harmony...but, strangely, only through sacrificing
much. Our reward - excitement, calm - in some way modifying each other -
because we are interpreting nature and at the same time expressing our own
nature. DB

Trees represented: Typical species of Toronto "climax forest" - Sugar maple,
E American beech, eastern hemlock, with white ash and
American hornbeam.
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TFN MEETINGS  wcoveen

GENERAL MEETINGS
Board of Education Centre, 6th Floor Auditorium
155 College Street, at McCaul

Monday, February 2, 1987 at 8:00 p.m. (Coffee at 7:15)*
NATURALIZING URBAN PARKLAND — Wm. B. Granger, Arborist, City of North York. For
the past five years, experiments have been carried out with the naturalization of

parkland; these will be discussed. Mr. Granger is a Citizen-Member of the Metro
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, appointed by Metro Council.

Monday, March 2, at 8:00 p.m. (Coffee at 7:15)
BIRDS OF JAMES BAY - Doug McRae, Head Naturalist of Presqu'ile Provincial Park.

GROUP MEETINGS

Bird Group: Fourth in a series of five lectures on shorebirds, Wednesday, Feb. 11
at 7:30 p.m. at the Board of Education Centre, 6th Floor Auditorium.

Botany Group: Plant Identification Workshop by Steve Varga, Thursday, Feb. 12 at
7:30 p.m., Room 203, Botany Bldg., University of Toronto.

Environmental Group: FLOODING in the DON VALLEY - Ruskin Wilcox
USING AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY to SAVE NATURAL AREAS - Lou Wise
Thursday, Feb. 26 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 252, Board of Education Centre.

Junior Club: The February meeting will be held at the McLaughlin Planetarium on
Saturday, February 7 at 10 a.m. The speaker will be Scott Lough, the leader
of the Astronomy group. His subject will be the discoveries of Voyager I and
Voyager II.

The March meeting will be held on Saturday, March 7 at 10 a.m. in the Royal
Ontario Museum. This meeting is DISPLAY DAY when the Juniors exhibit collec-
tions and materials, the culmination of the year's activities.

*TFN publications, hasti-notes, prints of selected newsletter covers, pins and
crests are for sale at the General Meetings.

HERITAGE DAY

Monday, February 16, 1987 is Canada's annual Heritage Day. Each year, on the
third Monday in February, Canadians celebrate the social, economic and cultural
benefits of preserving our country's heritage.

e

Mailing date for this newsletter: Jan. 16
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