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TFN 388 

President's Report 

The big news this month is that we've found a suitable piece of land to add to 
our nature reserve. It's approximately 77 acres, located just by the Jim Baillie 
Nature Reserve . There's a nice mix of habitat and the area, like the JBNR, is 
classified as being environmentally significant. The Board of Directors has 
unanimously approved that the offer to purchase the property be put to the general 
membership for final ratification. This will take place at the May 1987 monthly 
general meeting. If all goes wel~ the TFN will soon be making another important 
contribution towards preserving our natural heritage . (See Robin Powell's 
report on page 4 for more details.) 

On March 8, 1987, TFN members, at a joint meeting with the Royal Canadian Institute, 
were given a rare look into the life of owls. Through an illustrated lecture, 
Kay and Larry McKeever gave an account of nine species of North American owls, 
received as permanently damaged birds, which have reproduced at the Vineland 
facility during the past fifteen years. Kay and Larry's obvious affection for 
these birds of prey provided a warm and intimate glimpse into the subtleties of 
owl behaviour. 

Thanks to Dr. Margaret Thompson and the members of the Royal Canadian Institute 
for holding this meeting with the TFN. We look forward to future joint meetings . 

This will be the last newsletter until September. Have a good summer. Get out 
and enjoy some of the great outings the club has planned. If you haven't seen 
the log cabin, go and have a look. Bring the family . Bring your friends. See 
you out there. 

NATURE 
INFORMATION 
CENTRE 

open 12 noon to 4 pm 
Sunday afternoons 

May 4 to Oct. 11 

displays, free maps, 
brochures 

If you can help or 
need to change your 
afternoon at the 
cabin, call 
Eileen Mayo 
at 445-4621 
or 
Helen Juhola 
at 924-5806. 

OPEN RAIN OR SHINE! 

Phil Joiner 
□ 
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TFN 388 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The Nominating Committee, consisting of Jean Macdonald (immediate Past President) 
as Chairman and Mary Smith and Helen Juhola (Past Presidents) appointed by the 
Board on November 26, 1986, recommends the following slate of nominees to the 
Board for the 1987-88 year: 

President 

Vice President 

Immediate Past President 

Directors due to retire in 1988 

Directors due to retire in 1989 

Directors due to retire in 1990 

Phil Joiner 

Robin Powell 

Jean Macdonald 

Eva Davis 
Clayton Lee 
Ilmar Talvila 1 
Aarne J uhola ~ 

Eileen Mayo .;, 
Mary Louise Stewart 

Allan Greenbaum 
Joan Patterson 
Marion Strebig' 

TFN By-law No. 1, Section 5(g) provides that "any three members may submit, in 
writing, to the Secretary-Treasurer by July 15th the name of a candidate 
accompanied by the written consent of the nominee. Such nominations shall be 
published in the September issue of the newsletter and the names of such nominees 
shall be added to the list of candidates submitted by the Nominating Committe~•. 
The Secretary-Treasurer is Aarne Juhola, 112 - 51 Alexander St., Toronto M4Y 1B3. 

According to TFN By-law No. 1, Section 5(b), "If an election is required, it shall 
be by ballot mai led to all members. Ballots may be mai led to the auditor or 
deposited at the annual general meeting prior to the commencement of the meeting. 
The ballots wi ll be tabulated by the auditor who shall announce the results." 

INTRODUCTIONS: 

Allan Greenbaum was a member and later a leader of our J unior Club. He is now 
a graduate student in Environmental Studies. He has co-authored a ravine study, 
written a number of articles for the newsletter and leads outings for TFN. 

Joan Patterson has led many outings for the TFN . She is involved in the 
Univers ity Women's Club in North York and teaches a cooking class one night a 
week. 

Marion Strebig has led outings for the TFN. She has done volunteer work for the 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, is keenly interested in environmental concerns 
and is willing to work to find solutions to our local environmental problems. 

Jean Macdonald 
Ch_airman, Nominating Committee 

Red Oak, High Park, by Frances Hay 
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TFN 388 

Nature Reserve Report 

PROPOSED PURCHASE OF LAND 

During the period 1970-73, the Toronto Field Naturalists bought 90 acres of land 
north of Leaskdale. This land serves as a nature reserve to protect Ontario's 
dwindli.Bgnatural heritage as well as providing club members with an excellent 
opportunity to study or enjoy natural history in wetland and meadow habitats. 
Since that purchase, the nature reserve fund has grown by means of generous 
donations to the point where land of comparable size could be acquired. 

The search was started in the spring of 1985. Our goals were to 1) protect 
natural heritage, 2) acquire habitats not represented in the existing nature 
reserve, 3) present the TFN board with no ongoing administrative burden, and 
4) provide club members with similar opportunities to study/enjoy natural history. 
We attempted to purchase adjacent land to the south. This was unsuccessful . 
Early this year, another suitable property was identified; it's to the east of 
the existing nature reserve (see map on page 5). The site is approximately 77 
acres in size. Of this, less than one-third is cultivated fields/hedgerows ; the 
remainder is wetland where the typical vegetation associations found are mature 
hemlock/cedar forests, dense speckled alder thickets, poplar/balsam fir swamps, 
and localized patches of upland hardwoods along the edges. The southern portion 
of this site is part of the Uxbridge Creek Environmentally Significant Area (ESA) 
as designated by the Lake Simcoe Conservation Authority. At present, access is 
by way of unimproved road allowances. Several TFN board members and I visited 
the area. We were impressed with the diversity of habitats represented and the 
view of the Uxbridge Creek ESA. 

The TFN board of directors feels this purchase would be a valuable addition to 
the existing nature reserve and serve to further protect the Uxbridge Creek ESA. 
The TFN board recommends to the membership the 77 acres of land be purchased for 
$65,000 (lawyer's fees, miscellaneous expenses not included) . 

At the May monthly general meeting of the club, the TFN board's proposal will be 
put to a vote of the membership. Please come and show your support. If you 

~ would like any further information about the site or its purchase, please contact V me at work (965-0655) or at home (928-9493). 

Should the club proceed with the purchase, the long range plan would be to raise 
additional money by way of a fund-raising program to purchase more land to link 
the two properties while providing further protection of the Uxbridge Creek ESA, 

Robin Powell 
t> 

----------·This month's cover-------

Marsh Marigolds sketched by Diana Banville at a TFN outing to the Jim Baillie 
Nature Reserve, May 12, 1984. One of the first flowers of spring, the green 
leaves and gold flowers of Caltha palustris glow from ditches and swamps in 
our area from mid-April until mid-May. One year I even found one blooming in 
November. 

HJ 
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NATURE RESERVE REPORT (cont'd) 

TFN NATURE RESERVE 
Proposed Land Purchase 

UDORA 

' t Entrance 

Possible Future Purchase 

1) 
Uxbridqe Creek 

D 
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TFN 388 

PROMOTIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TO 

John Loughnan, as leader of the Promotions Committee, for the display which was 
the TFN contribution to''Environmental Action Day" at York University on Jan. 29. 

Barbara Huth for the production of the colourful poster used at the joint meeting 
of the Royal Canadian Institute and the Toronto Field Naturalists. 

ElaineFarragher for the attractive name tags which she made for the ·directors of 
the TFN. 

Jim Garratt, Art Drysdale and to CFRB for the presentation of Nature Diary on 
CFRB 1010 on Saturday mornings at 10 o'clock. 

Eileen Mayo 
D 

Keeping In Touch ... · 

Dear Helen, March 23, 1987 

Please thank Robin Powell [TFN Photo Librarian] for lending us the slides of 
Toronto's parks and natural terrain. We picked out those which we felt would 
give people the best idea of our varied landscape, and they were well received. 

The Elderhostel program which we attended at the Bermuda Biological Station for 
Research, Inc. was extremely interesting and informative. The title of the course 
was "Bermuda's Delicate Balance", and we learned a great deal about the geology 
of the islands, as well as the flora and fauna. 

Highlights for me were my first sight of the European goldfinch, which was 
passing through, and of course the ubiquitous Kiskadee flycatcher which is now 
a native of the islands. 

We were a little early for the full flush of flowers for which Bermuda is so 
well known -- but caught glimpses of the glory which was to follow in April and 
May. I was also fascinated to see a real Kapok tree -- growing but not growing 
Kapok! 

Dr. David Wingate treated us to a slide show and lecture of his voyage aboard 
the War Baby sailing ship, through the Panama Canal and to the Galapagos Islands. 
Apparently this trip was filmed. Do you know if, and where, it can be obtained? 
The producer was Peter Reilley, who accompanied Dr. Wingate and the owner of the 
ship was a Mr. Brown, of Bermuda. I have friends who are to visit the Galapagos 
Islands next Christmas and they are looking for a good book or film on the 
subject. 

Nora Wilson 

P.S. Remark heard from one of the Americans present -- "the Canadians certainly 
do know how to develop parks well". 

D 
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OUTINGS REPORT 
Summer 1987 

BELLAMY RAVINE AND SYLVAN PARK 

Our walk of July 13, 1986, started south from Bellehaven Crescent and went down 
into the northern third of Bellamy Ravine. We found this section of the ravi~e 
to be "under construction". Most of the central forest had been removed the 
previous week, and the trail widened to accommodate the heavy equipment now 
working in the ravine. A large power-shovel was sitting in the middle of the 
ravine 's stream-bed, half of which had been channelled. 

We made our way slowly down the ravine; the "trail" was very slippery with deep 
pools of mud from the rain and construction. We silently surveyed the ruins. 
Then we examined a copy of the Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority's "Bellamy Ravine Environmental Study Report, 1985". This report 
noted regionally rare plant and animal species in Bellamy Ravine. We read how 
''after careful review, the MTRCA felt that the features identified ••• were 
perhaps of local rather than of (MTRCA) regional significance" [note how the 
consultant who wrote this report felt constrained to use a bracketed "MTRCA" as 
a qualifier for "regional significance"]. Thus the last obstacle to "remedial 
work" in the ravine was removed. We discussed the questionable value-system 
which recognized only rare or commercially valuable species (and landforms). It 
was pointed out that a mature hardwood forest such as Bellamy's (beech, red oak, 
white ash, hard maple) was an integrated whole and that individual species could 
not be understood in isolation from it. Furthermore, we saw in the ravine how 
nature is never static or unchanging. And we realized that the "remedial work" 
here was another unsound attempt to deny that truth by "freezing" the ravine's 
evolution. 

We climbed out of the ravine and walked eastward along Bellehaven. We saw the 
houses whose backyards touched the ravine's east edge; to save those homes was 
the object of MTRCA's work (though none was immediately threatened by erosion). 
We wondered if they should ever have been built so close to the rim , and if we 
were paying the price today for poor planning in the past. 

The misty rain began to lift. We were in better spirits by the time we arrived 
at the path leading down to Sylvan Park. This path traversed the ancient Lake 
Iroquois shoreline. Through the mists we glimpsed the Sylvan Park terrace below. 
How impartially nature welcomed us, even if others of our species were working 
against nature nearby! The moist air was fragrant with dame's rocket and 
valerian . Creeping bellflower was prominent and highbush cranberries were 
ripening . Out on the Sylvan terrace, clumps of mauve Canada thistles stood 
among swaths of ripe timothy. We walked eastward around the park's perimeter. 
The green male flowers of staghorn sumac were laden with pollen. We sampled a 
bounty of wild raspberries and Canada plums. We circled around to the edge of 
Scarborough Bluffs where we sat and ate lunch. 

Afterward, we followed the west edge of Sylvan Park northward along the rim of 
Bellamy Ravine's lower third. We descended a way into the dense forest here 
and saw wild leek bearing seeds on the slope. By the time we climbed back onto 
the terrace, the sun had strengthened. Butterflies and bumblebees were busy 
about the thistles. 

Further Comment, On August 17, 1986, I climbed down to the mouth of Bellamy 
Ravine and was astonished to see that a large "delta" had formed. It was fan
shaped, about 100 yards across, and extended well out into the lake. In 20 years 
I've not seen one so large. I feel that the upstream channelling has dramatically 
increased quantity and speed of flow, resulting in greater erosion of downstream 
habitats . 

James Garratt 
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TFN 388 

OUTINGS REPORT (cont'd) 

Summer 1986 - June, July, August 

According to TFN records, 1979 was the first year that summer outings became a 
regular part of the TFN program. This past summer 18 outings were held in June, 
18 in July and 21 in August. Reports were received from 54 leaders with 857 
people reported attending,• The average attendance per outing was 16; the 
smallest, 3; the greatest, 60. 

Leaders are asked to write a short description of the outing. (See page 7 for 
an example of one of the reports received.) All reports are kept on file and 
used in planning further outings. They are also used by members preparing 
ravine reports and have been used by government agencies preparing reports on 
significant natural areas and other environmental groups concerned about protecting 
particular natural areas. They provide an important record of changes over time. 

Members who helped create the outings program over the past year are: 

Sandy Cappel! 
Mary Cumming 
Phil Joiner 
Eileen Mayo 

Howard Battae 
Joyce Cave 
Eva Davis 
Helen Juhola 
Betty Paul 
Ann Reynolds 

Robin Powell 
Mary-Louise Stewart 

1/ 
SPINDLE SHAPCt> YELLOW CoqAL F o NGVS 
Cl-AW\..1WoPSlS F'\J~lFO R~ 15 

Helen Juhola 

T'A(..Ky 
GRE'EN 
MUSHP.OOM 

L.E'NOR.£ PATTE.P.SON 

THE LESLIE M. FROST NATURAL RESOURCES CENTRE, Dorset, Ont., August 16, 1986 
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TFN 388 

OUTINGS REPORT (cont') 

Nature Arts Group Rq:ort 
In winter, the Nature Arts Group "comes in from the cold" and outings become 
"innings". The Saturday series is planned by Mary Cumming and weekday outings 
by Betty Paul. The time and effort given by both is appreciated. 

On January 11, 1986, on a tour of the Art Gallery of Ontario, Mary Cumming led 
and pointed out features of interest about the art works which included a 
bronze head by Picasso; Emily Carr's paintings and her sketches done while 
she was a patient in a sanatorium in England; and an exhibition of the work of 
Naum Gabo over a period of sixty years. In the cafeteria after lunch, members 
passed around some of their own sketches, which they had done on outings or on 
their own, and Mary showed xerox copies of the drawings of her mother, Kate 
Taylor Cumming. A few participants remained to explore the Grange and sample 
fresh bread from the kitchen. 

January 15, 1986 - Betty Paul and six other participants met at the Science 
Centre, sketching in the "Life" section . 

February 8, 1986 - We had a delightful inning in Mary Cumming's apartment, where 
she showed her many drawings, including sleeping children at a day-nursery, 
and her charming watercolours of flowers and scenes. She served homemade 
soup to accompany our lunches. 

February 19, 1986 - Betty Paul organized a nature slide show at Northern 
District Library which was so successful that it was repeated (with different 
slides) in 1987. 

March 8, 1986 - At University of Toronto Greenhouse Mary Cumming gave out 
sheets of "guidelines for painting flowers" and showed some examples of 
floral composition, then members settled down in different spots to sketch, 
some with pencil or pen and some with acrylic paint on paper. 

March 19, 1986 - Betty Paul and Carolyn Young led a tour of Hart House Art. 

April 12, 1986 - Mac Brown with seven other people went to Metro Zoo to 
sketch animal-life. 

April 23, 1986 - Geraldine Goodwin and twelve other people met at Saint 
Lawrence Market. For six TFN members it was their first outing with a 
sketching/photography group. 

In May this year we will return to the "great outdoors' with our folding 
stools, sketching materials, cameras, and crafts. Be prepared for mosquitoes. 
Shady hats are also useful. And don't forget your lunch! 

Joyce Cave 

TnCli.S f"'\01 what l me.anr (J.)ner") 

\ Su~9esred pai°r"lf1n3 -thi°5 tree 
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Cartoon by Peg McEwan 
TFN Nature Arts Group 
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TFN 388 

TORONTO REGION Amphibian & Reptile REPORT 

MAY 

Many of the spring breeding frogs' eggs have hatched and tadpoles are actively 
feeding. Some leopard frog and toad eggs laid in cool spring-fed ponds or 
shady ponds are just hatching. Some red-backed salamanders trapped by frost 
that has persisted under moist logs are still emerging and the gray tree frogs 
may be heard for the first time. All of the garter snakes see~ giving birth in 
Toronto have done so this month. 

JUNE 

Green frogs which love the rich warm soupy waters of marshes are heard every
where -- their calls sounding like the twang of a banjo . Turtles and snakes 
are courting and the first snapping turtle and painted turtle eggs are being 
laid. Toads are transforming from tadpoles and congregating by the thousands 
on the edges of shallow ponds. 

JULY 

Large rafts of green frog eggs can be seen floating on the surface of warm ponds 
-- buoyed by the oxygen bubbles trapped amongst the gel and algae. Green frog 
tadpoles hatching this month wi ll take two years to develop into frogs . Any 
large minnow-size tadpoles you -s~e ' in Toronto will be green frogs . (Outside 
Toronto, bullfrog tadpoles also overwinter.) 

AUGUST 

Young amphibians and reptiles move away from breeding ponds to actively feed and 
be fed upon. Some of the earliest laid turtle and snake eggs are starting to 
hatch . 

Don Peuramaki's report for 1986 is a good example of the kind of intere s ting 
material which comes to light when a field naturalist is conscious of the 
reptiles and amphibians in the r egion. He recorded eleven observations of 
six species - for instance, "June 12, 1986 - Snapping Turtle - Frenchman's 
Bay. This turtle was crawl ing back into the Bay after having dug a hole in 
which to lay eggs. I didn't approach to see if there had been any eggs laid 
as the hole was left uncovered and I didn't want to disturb the area so much 
that the turtle would not choose to return and complete the job of laying eggs 
and filling in the hole." Don also observed a snapping turtle in Grenadier 
Pond on June 14 and young of "approximate size of 50¢ piece" at Toronto Islands. 

In your reports, inc lude the date, place, species , number, and anything else 
you notice. To identifY.,obtain from TFN a copy of AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF 
METRO TORONTO at $2.00, which describes appearance, habits,and calls. Please 

~ send your reports to me at Metropolitan Toronto Zoo, P.O. Box 280, West Hill, 
V Ontario, or call me at 392-5900. 

Bob Johnson 
D 
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TFN 388 

Toronto Regio11 BIRD RECORDS 
Reports of residents and winter visitors kept coming in from November through 
February of 1 87. By November 15, Norm Murr was reporting on the winter 
"regulars" at Leslie Street Spit such as the oldsquaw, "common out on the lake", 
and the common goldeneye (26). Bufflehead, common merganser, and red-breasted 
merganser were all listed as "common". A horned lark, tree sparrow (23) and 
snow bunting (3) had arrived. Twenty-nine species in all, including residents 
and late migrant~were observed that day. A kestrel was seen diving a~ a 
red-tailed hawk. On November 29, fewer common goldeneyes (5) were reported, 
and only one, a female, on January 3. Only small numbers of scaup were 
reported this year. Comparable numbers of great black-backed gull (5-6) were 
reported for November 29 and January 3, both adult and immature. Glaucous 
gulls (2 adults and an immature) were seen on January 3. Only one snowy owl 
was reported - November 29. Species for November 29, including residents, 
numbered twenty-eight; for January 3, twenty . 

Edith Simpson reported a great horned owl New Year's Day in a front-lawn tree 
in Etobicoke. (Norm Murr reported one at the Spit on,January 3, as well as 
two November 29, 1986.) Barbara Simpson's report for January included a 
rough-legged hawk near Markham. Daily she observed on average two red-tailed 
hawks on the 404 as far as the Aurora Sideroad . She also noticed snow buntings 
and horned larks in a field on Stouffville Road at the 404. 

Eileen Mayo and Joan Patterson sent in a report of their pre-walk January 28 
for the Windfield Park outing; they were so delighted with the bird-life in 
evidence. Weather: -3°C, overcast with some sunny intervals , snow flurries, 
very little wind, snow quite deep off the paths. They reported 15 species 
from 10:00 to 12 :00. They recorded black-capped chickadee (50), white-breasted 
nuthatch (8), American robin (5), cedar waxwing (20), and common redpoll (30). 
Dark-eyed juncos (10) were still around. 

Maureen Allain and Joan Patterson reported a flock.of pine siskins (25) on a 
walk through the Finch/Bayview-Leslie area, and an American kestrel. 

Joan Patterson sent in her feeder notes, from the time it was erected September 
4, 1986, on Alfred Avenue, Willowdale, until the end of December. Their first 
visitor was a northern cardinal, September 15 . A sketch of the food and water 
dispenser was included. Purple finch and house finch were mentioned from 
December 13 on, in parties up to six, and sometimes both species feeding 
together. Mary Smith confirmed this happening at her feeder in Islington . 
Joan also mentioned that house sparrows will feed with house finches and 
purple finches but chase off the goldfinch. Nora and Mike Wilson reported 
common redpolls (20) at their feeder, at one time, in early February. They 
have a "Distelfink" feeder with small openings for Niger seed, which attrac ts 
this species as well as house finch, purple finch and goldfinch. In another 
feeder with larger openings, black sunflower seeds attract northern cardinal, 
mourning dove, and black-capped chickadee. 

Molly Campbell reported a great horned owl around the first of January in Park 
Reservation Ravine, noting its rhythmic calls. Wilf Murray observed a lon~
eared owl with its "ears" pointed straight up .in characteristic fashion, 
about the same time,on Cranbrooke (Burke Brook) . 

Grace Somers reported seeing a male ring-necked pheasant fairly often about 
the gardens of Pitcairn Crescent from the fall of 1 86 into December. Other 

t> 
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TORONTO REGION BIRD RECORDS - cont'd 

reports were received on this species about that time, in addition to the 19 
observed on the Christmas bird census. 

We received records of late fall migrants from Bill Mansell, for example a 
green-winged teal at Humber Bay Park on November 29, 1986, an American wigeon 
at the same location on December 5, also -redheads (30). (There were 133 
redheads on the Christmas bird-count.) A wintering snowy owl was seen at this 
same location on that day,· and on December 30 a flock of 150 snow buntings at 
Brampton. 

Martha Wallace had an interesting observation of black-capped chickadees at her 
feeder, Christmas 1986, Johnston Avenue, Willowdale. They were flying back-and
forth, carrying away seeds, apparently to cache them elsewhere. 

I made some personal records of urban birds. A Northern cardinal was singing 
in Taylor Creek Park on February 22, 1987. The American robin is my particular 
interest but I did not see many myself, though my ears were tuned to any "ching-ing," 
"seech-ooking" or "tutting" that I heard. June Rose,December 19, 1986, reported 
five in crabapple trees in apartment grounds near the Don Valley; she remarked 
they were much deeper colour than usual. Robins tend to become paler in winter; 
some northern populations .are very dark. On February 1, 198 7, she saw <!>ne on 
a patch of grass among snow - a normal colour. On November 15, 1986, Helen 
Juhola reported an albinistic robin - exceptionally pale, contrasted with others 
in the flock, near Black Creek pioneer village. Charles Sauriol saw a flock in 
Ernest Thompson Seton Park, wetlands area,eating common buckthorn berries. 
Other members reported a flock of twenty in Taylor Creek Park very close to me . 

More about these and other wintering birds has been placed on file in TFN 
~ Library. Please continue to send your reports to me at 7 Crescent Place, Apt. V 710, Toronto M4C 517. Don't forget to look them over first to see if they have 

the dates and numbers included for each observation. Please give the full name 
of species the first time you mention it when recording any given observation 
(e.g. white-breasted nuthatch, instead of just "nuthatch"). Thank you, all 
participants! 

DB 
D 

For a caring person to go the aid of a sick, injured or orphaned wild animal is 
both understandable and laudable . Indeed we would be right to condemn anyone 
who passed by an animal in distress without doing something to help. But what? 

Often the answer lies in positive inaction: perhaps tell an expert about the 
animal -- but then LEAVE IT ALONE-. For example, every year many thousands of 
"orphaned" fledglings are in fact not orphaned untiL they have fallen into the 
hands of their well-meaning rescuers. 

In most cases, the parent birds would have continued to feed and care for them. 
Removed to be hand-fed, the fledglings -- if they survive -- can become humanized, 
and then are doomed to life in a cage. 

from "How to play God right" by Stefan Ormrod in BBC WILDLIFE, Vol 4, No. 3, 
March 1986 
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Toronto Region Mammal Report SUMMER, FALL 
WINTER 

1 86 
1 86-87 

Since our last report (up to spring of 1 86) 15 mammal species have been 
observed, bringing the total of species to 17 to date. 

A little brown bat was seen at 4 PM hanging under a large maple-leaf, looking 
like "a large brown seed pod" on October 13 (MN/GN). 

A raccoon and three young were seen in a nest in the Don Valley June 18 (DP) 
and one in a groundhog-hole at York University campus, Black Creek, in mid
December (AG). 

Striped skunk odour was detected at Leslie Street Spit September 21 (NM). 

A red fox was seen at Black Creek in mid-December, "treeing pheasants" (AG). 

A groundhog was seen foraging at Newtonbrook Park on the June 14 outing (JC). 

Northern and Southern Flying Squirrels in the Rouge River Valley were reported 
on in detail (MS). 

Eastern grey squirrels - notes are on file concerning colour variations, 
moulting, and habits (DB, MB, JP, DR). 

Red squirrels we r e scolding at Sunnybrook Park and Metro Zoo Sept. 24,Nov.6(DB). 

Eastern chipmunks were seeking food scraps at Edwards Gardens (DB, BP). 

Beaver was sighted in and out of water, and evidence of cutting, from Feb. 6 
1986 to March of 1987 (JO'D, WM). 

White-footed mouse evidence was seen at Pine Hills March 4, 1987 (HS/TFN). 

Meadow voles (3) were seen at Metro Zoo (Weston Station Pond) in the leaf
litter , summer of 1986 (DB). 

A muskrat was watched in Metro Zoo Grounds at a pond where there was an 
apparent population (j udging from droppings) July 19 (DB). 

Eastern cottontai ls were seen in gar dens in Islington and North York, and at 
Leslie Street Spit, as well as tracks in the snow (GS, MS, NM). 

[>
These are only some of the reports we've received on these mammals. Please 
continue to send reports to me at 7 Crescent Place, #710, Toronto M4C, 5L7, 
showing dates and numbers for our files. 

OUR THANKS TO ALL THE PARTICIPANTS : Diana Banville (DB), Mac Brown (MB), 
Sandy Cappell (SC), Joyce Cave (JC), 

Allen Greenbaum (AG), Will iam Mansell (WM), Norm Murr (NM), George Newby (GB), 
Maisie Newby (MN), Joan O'Donnell ( J0 1 D), Joan Patterson (JP), Betty Paul (BP), 
Don Peuramaki (DP), Don Roebuck (DR), Helen Smith (HS), Grace Somers (GS), 
Mark Stabb (MS), Toronto Field Naturalists Outings (TFN). 

Now I know its names, 
Scientific and English. 
No need to collect. 

13 

Diana Banville 

haiku by Helen Juhola 
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Projects 
RESTORATION OF THE GARDENS AT CASA LOMA 

The Garden Club of Toronto is a charitable organization, founded in 1947 to 
stimulate a knowledge and love of gardening amongst amateurs; aid in the 
protection of native plants, trees, birds and soil; encourage civic planning . 
The Garden Club proposes to redevelop the gardens on the grounds of Casa Loma. 
Research has been completed to produce a conceptual plan with the professional 
assistance of Hough Stansbury Woodland and Associates. 

The objectives in doing these gardens are twofold: beautification - the grounds 
have been largely neglected for the past fifty years (Casa Loma is a major 
Toronto landmark, visited by over 400,000 people each year); edtr.ation - when 
the grounds are improved, the gardens will increase civic pride and will have 
limitless possibilities for horticultural education in the downtown area of the 
city. 

The property is owned by the Property Department of the City of Toronto. The 
continuing maintenance of the grounds is the responsibility of the Casa Loma 
Board , which is composed of representatives of the City of Toronto, the Kiwanis 
Club of West Toronto and the Garden Club of Toronto. In 1986 the Kiwanis Club 
signed a new 12 year lease with the City to manage the property . 

The gardens will include a formal area adjacent to anoin keeping with the castle 
and an informal area on the south slope. One particular part of the formal 
garden will emphasize the use of native Canadian plant material which is 
particularly attractive during the winter. The slope will be treated as a 
woodland preserve to include a reflecting pool and broad variety of trees, 
flowering shrubs and wildflowers which will encourage bird watching and exploring. 

It is contemplated that the project will proceed in phases. The estimated cost 
is in excess of $1,000,000.00. Income tax receipts will be issued for donations 
to the Garden Renovation Fund. Send to The Garden Club of Toronto, 777 Lawrence 
Avenue E~St, Don Mills M3C 1P2. Donations of plant material will also be 
appreciated. Call Jill Farrow (964-1657), Project Chairman,for this. 

ECOLOGY PARK 

Ecology Park is a project of the Pollution Probe Foundation. It is situated 
alongside Ecology House at 12 Madison Avenue. Ecology Park has been developed 
to show some ecologically sound alternatives to our current land use practices. 
The park is divided into the following components : urban agriculture, edible 
landscaping, and woodland and prairie gardens. In each section the visitor is 
exposed to a variety of techniques that eliminate the use of synthetic chemicals 
and reduce the consumption of water and energy. 

This growing season will find us planting vegetables, herbs, shrubs, trees , 

[>
wildflowers, installing signs and constructing two ponds . If you have any 
surplus native wildflowers, please give us a call at 967-0577. Your contributions 
to the woodland development would be very much appreciated. 

Two educational fact sheets about Ecology Park are now available at the Ecology 
Store (12 Madison Avenue). The Ecology Store also stocks a wide variety of books 
on the environment, organic vegetable seeds, wildflower seeds and energy products. 
Drop by from Wednesday to Saturday, noon to 6 pm. 

Henny Markus 
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PROJECTS (cont'd) 

PURPLE MARTIN COLONY REGISTRY 

The purple martin ia a bird which has been managed by man 
longer than any other North American bird species. Even 
before European man colonized the New World, native 
American Indians were enticing these companionable birds 
to nest in their villages by attaching hollowed-out 
gourd "nest boxes" to the support poles of their wigwams. 
Modern man has continued this gourd-using tradition to 
attract martins, but he has also taken to using elaborate 
wooden, plastic, or aluminum multi-compartmented bird 
condos (Le. "martin houses") which he mounts on poles 
and proudly displays on his lawns. 

Today, however, an overwhelming amount of evidence points 
to the fact that the purple martin has had significant declines within parts of 
its breeding range as a result of its exotic nest-site competitors, the 
European starling and the English house sparro~ and from apparent pesticide 
poisoning . In an attempt to remedy the situation, the Purple Martin Conservation 
Association has been formed to help coordinate the management efforts of North 
America's martin landlords. The PMCA is a new international non-profit organization 
dedicated to the conservation of the purple martin (Progne subis) through 
scientific research, state-of-the-art wildlife management techniques and public 
education. Through its Colony Registry Program it is attempting to locate and 
register most of the martin colonies in North America in preparation for several 
worthwhile projects, including· a continent-wide nest-record card scheme . 

If you know of someone who has a martin colony or is trying to attract one, or 
if you are interested in starting one yourself, please write to the PMCA . You 
can further assist by looking for martin houses or gourds in people's yards 

[> during your travels. If you locate any, please try to obtain the mailing 
addresses and send them to PMCA, P.O. Box 178, Edinboro, PA 16412, U.S . A. 

NIAGARA ESCARPMENT PLAN NEEDS HELP 

The plan for the Niagara Escarpment has now been approved for more than a year . 
It is natural that outside pressure is being exerted on Queen's Park to weaken 
it and allow more development, more subdivisions, gravel pits and severances. 
(In fact, more than 30 amendments to the plan have been received by the Niagara 
Escarpment Commission.) However, if these are allowed,all we will have in a few 
years is a lot of ad hoc development and precious little Escarpment. One of 
Premier Peterson's election promises was to preserve the Escarpment as a "continuous 
natural environment". He needs our encouragement now to help him resist the trend 
to weaken the plan to protect the Escarpment as a natural heritage for future 
generations . 

~ Please send your letters to Premier David Peterson, Room 281, Queen's Park, V Toronto M7A 1A2 with copies to the Honourable Bernard Grandmaitre, Minister of 
Municipal Affairs, 17th floor, 777 Bay St . , Toronto MSG 2E5 . 

adapted from CONE, Newsletter #24, April 1987 

Coalition on the Niagara Escarpment (CONE) is engaged in a number of legal 
battles to protect the Niagara Escarpment. Donations are always appreciated 
and should be sent to CONE, 355 Lesmill Rd., Don Mills, Ont. M3B 2W8. Please 
enclose your name and address with your donation and a tax receipt for i ncome 
tax purposes will be sent immediately. 
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ISSUES 
HELP STOP THE CHAINSAWS 

Imagine yourself on a spring day at the bottom of a huge semi-circular wall of 
60-metre high hills. Everywhere you look massive pillars of maple, beech and 
oak reach up to the sky. A winding trail beckons you towards the hilltops 
where you see the evidence of the majestic forces of our last ice age. The 
wooded slopes below define the northern flanks of the Oak Ridges Moraine, a huge 
deposit of sand and gravel piled up by two massive lobes of glacial ice. Off 
in the distance you can see the former floor of glacial Lake Algonquin. The 
waters have since retreated to the shores of today's Lake Simcoe, exposing an 
extensive plain known as the "Simcoe Lowlands". 

These spectacular vistas can be found at the Thornton Bales Conservation Area, 
a site noteworthy 1or its glacial deposits, the outstanding maturity of its 
woodlands and the presence of a large number of rare plant and animals species. 
Owned by the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA), Thornton Bales 
is located near the town of Newmarket, just southeast of the corner of Dufferin 
Street and Highway 9. 

At Thornton Bales forests of maple-beech grow on the mid slopes; maple-hemlock 
on the lower, cooler slopes and in the valleys; and cedar-hemlock-yellow birch 
on the extensive seepage areas at the base of the slopes. All these forest 
communities are at least 100 years old, with some individual trees pre-dating 
1800. The dry hilltops support successional woodlands of red oak, paper birch, 
aspen and white pine. 

The high quality of the woodlands is borne out by the presence of a provincially 
rare, nesting pair of Cooper's Hawks, a species requiring extensive undisturbed 
areas in which to nest. Moreover, the property also contains such regional 
plant rarities as the hobblebush, common polypody, black walnut, hairy honey-
suckle and a species of ground pine (Lycopodium obscurum var. obscurum). 

Various public agencies have recognized the significance of the Thornton Bales 
property. The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources has designated it as a 
provincially significant area (an area of natural and scientific interest - ANSI), 
while the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority has declared it to be an 
Environmentally Significant Area (ESA). The Authority even notes that Thornton 
Bales (part of the Glenville Hills ESA) is, "one of the highest quality woodland 
areas in the watershed in terms of consistency, size and maturity". 

This same Authority, however, is now proposing to "log" in Thornton Bales. Up 
to 30% of the trees of the mature forests on the slopes have been marked for 
removal including some large healthy oaks which are at least 200 years old. The 
cut is slated to commence sometime in the fall of 1987. Such a cut could 
seriously affect the provincial and regional significance of the ecosystem, the 
rare flora and fauna, the stability of the steep slopes and fragile soils and 
the site's importance as an educational and scientific site. 

~ You can help stop the chainsaws by writing to Chairman Angus M. Morton and Members V of the Board, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority, 120 Bayview Ave, Box 282, 
Newmarket, Ont. L3Y 4Xl. Also send a copy to the Honourable Vincent Kerrio, 
Minister of Natural Resources, Whitney Block, Queen's Park, Toronto M7A 1W3. 
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ISSUES (cont'd) 

MAGPIE RIVER 

The Magpie River runs into Lake Superior near Wawa. A private company has 
proposed a series of dams and generating plants on the Magpie. A nearby lake, 
Esnagi, will be subject to water level regulations. Access roads and transmission 
lines will be built. Such private sector projects are not subject to the Environ
mental Assessment Act although they are subject to approvals under other legislation 
such as the Water Resources Act. Friends of the Magpie, a citizens group, has 
asked the Ministry of the Environment to designate the project for evaluation 
under the EAA. Although the Liberals promised during the elections to include 
private projects in the Act, the Act has only been extended to cover energy from 
waste plants. Although they agree that this large project will provide jobs, 
Friends of the Magpie believe there could be a negative effect on tourism to the 
area as the dam will be very near a scenic waterfall -- Magpie High Falls -- close 
to the Trans-Canada Highway. The flooding may also inundate a large area of toxic 
heavy metals from Algoma Steel. Yet another concern is the possibility that the 
project may permit water from the Arctic watershed to be diverted to Esnagi Lake . 
Although the Environmental Assessment Advisory Committee recommended designation 
of this project,the Minister of the Environment, Jim Bradley, announced that it 

t> 
would not be done and that in his opinion the current process can deal with the 
mitigation of environmental impacts. Write to Premier David Peterson reminding 
him of election promises to extend the Environmental Assessment Act to public 
sector projects, and send a copy to the Minister of the Environment, Jim Bradley. 

adapted by Jean Macdonald from material provided by the Federation of Ont . .Naturalists 

PROVINCIAL PARKS -- NATURE AND RECREATION or MINING, HUNTING, LOGGING and more 

During early 1983, 245 locations were identified as suitable to be set aside as 
provincial parks. Mining and forestry interests persuaded the Ministry of 
Natural Resources to reduce the number of locations to 155. Even with these 
concessions to commercial use only 104 of the 155 parks have been established. 
Even 104 parks might appear to be a goodly number if it were not that the MNR 
policy is to allow non-conforming uses such as mining, hunting, trapping, commercial 
tourism and commercial fishing even in parks designated "wilderness", "natural 
environment" and "nature reserve". Most of Ontario's Crown Land, about 80% of 
its land area, is accessible to hunting, logging and mining. With only about 7% 
of adults sports hunters it does not seem unreasonable to keep them out of parks 
along with other commercial operations. A Gallup Poll in 1980 indicated that of 
citizens polled, 66% were opposed to logging, 73% to mining and 86% to sport hunting 
in Provincial Parks. In spite of this, and in spite of Cabinet approved policy to 
protect nature reserves to benefit present and future generations, the current 
government is dragging its feet on establishing just what activities will be 
allowed in Provincial Parks. It is immobilized because of the controversy about 
multiple , non-conforming use versus protection for non-consumptive use. It is 
urgent that the Provincial Government and Premier David Peterson, who committed 

t> 
himself to supporting "regulation" of all 155 candidate parks, be reminded of his 
commitment . Write and ask him that the balance of 51 of the 155 new Provincial 
Parks promised during the 1985 election campaign be established immediately and 
that planning for the parks begin according to the government's own guidelines 
established in 1978. Also, write to the Honourable Vincent Kerrio reminding him 
that it is Provincial Parks Policy that parks should be set aside for non-consumptive 
uses to preserve flora and fauna for present and future enjoyment and to protect 
the natural heritage for future generations. 

summarized from a brief of the FON, March 31, 1987, by Jean Macdonald 
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ISSUES (cont'd) 

YORK UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
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We must save all we have still flourishing; and one of the best ways of saving 
our woods with their flowers and ferns, their birds and other creatures, is by 
creating sanctuaries, even small ones, here and there, for the protection of 
wild life and beauty spots, wherever danger threatens and rare flowers, or 
birds or beasts, abound, that we can ill afford to lose. 

from OUR WILD FLOWERS: A PLEA FOR PROTECTION by Frank Morris, Publication No . 3, 
Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 1939 
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ISSUES (cont'd) 

YORK UN IVER SITI DEVELOPMENT PLANS 

York University is one of the largest holders of "undeveloped" land in Metro. 
York's Keele Street campus abut~ the Black Creek ravine; this is one of the 
few spots in North York (certainly one of the few along Black Creek) where there 
exists a section of defined valley without urban development crowding both banks. 
In the southwest part of the campus, along the Black Creek Valley and its 
sheltered spur ravines, and also in the southeast near Keele Street,lie extensive 
old-field and successional habitats where Meadowlarks and Savannah Sparrows sing 
and Red Foxes and Horned Owls hunt. On April nights, the melt-ponds in an 
unmown part of the southeastern expanse come alive with the calls of Western 
Chorus Frogs and American Toads, while Woodcocks sing and dance overhead. 

The powers-that-be at York have other things on their minds, however. York is 
the most poorly funded university in Ontario and is suffering from a severe 
shortage of classroom and office space. The powers aforementioned conceived a 
plan of elegant simplicity in order to overcome this crisis (these are 
intellectuals, afterall). In order to fund necessary construction in the core 
of the campus (there's lots of room for in-filling) the university will, in 
essence , auction off vacant lands on the fringes of the campus to private 
developers. These vacant lands include many barren hectares of "lawn" -
windswept waste in the winter, ankle-deep in water in the spring, parched brown 
in the summer. Unfortunately, these vacant lands also include the natural and 
semi-natural areas lyrically described above . 

This exercise in (sub)urbanization is the b&liwick of the York University 
Development Corporation (YUDC), a wholly-owned subsidiary of the university and 
would-be big-league real estate operator. YUDC has made some show of consulting 
with the York "community" while making it clear that, when it comes to the "outer" 
lands, the bottom line is the bottom line. "Windows of opportunity" will not 
be allowed to remain unopened . 

The first YUDC project which may get underway as early as this spring involves 
the sale (or long-term lease) of some 20 acres in the southwest section of the 
campus for residential development. The exact boundary of the site to be 
developed has yet to be released at the time of writing, but we can assume that 
developers will be offering a premium for "ravine lots" which YUDC may find 
painful to pass up. At the same time, this development presents an opportunity 
to us too, an opportunity to see a development planned, for once, with the 
protection of natural areas and habitat really in mind -- with a deeper buffer 

""- of tableland park between the buildings and the valley. Those interested in V seeing this particular opportunity realized are urged to give me a call. 

In the longer term, the southeast campus is slated to become a node of high
density commtrcial/residential concentration, a veritable downtown Downsview. 
But since this is to be built in connection with a projected rapid transit line 
between Wilson subway station and a point near Highways 400 and 7, it may be a 
long time coming. The Chorus Frog population is declining anyway; maybe they 
won't wait around to be evicted by the back hoes. 

<l 

Iridescent flies 

Allan Greenbaum (661-4349) 

0 

dart quickly over the pond. 
A frog's tongue flashes. 

haiku by J. Kenneth Cook 
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In The News 
WITH BLUE JAYS STRUNG FROM THEIR BELTS 

The Dryden Tract, 40 hectares of woodland near Cambridge, is an area owned by the 
Grand River Conservation Authority and managed by the Ministry of Natural Resources. 
It is an area in which hunting and trapping are permitted . Residents who live 
near the Tract are up in arms . Hunters trespass on private property and shout 
obscenities at owners who go out and complain. One resident has seen hunters 
with strine, of blue jays hanging from their belts. The animals of property 
owners have been caught in leg-hold traps. Adolescents and adults go to the Tract 
to practise target shooting and drinking parties are common. Mixing hikers, skiers, 
moonlight drinkers, hunters, trappers and target shooters seems to be a recipe 
for disaster. The GRCA is considering a number of band-aid solutions, like 
banning target shooting and dividing the hunting and skiing seasons in the Tract. 
Craig Selby, an official with the MNR at Cambridge, says it is up to the GRCA to 
make the decisions. How about a complete ban on hunting and trapping in parks? 

based on an article by Nina Aprile in the GLOBE AND MAIL, March 17, 1987 

Ed. Note. Vince Kerrio announced April 1 , 1987, that he will soon recommend to 
Cabinet that another round of public meetings be held on the kind of protection 
the Ontario public wants for its parks. He is responding to criticism from 
his own Cabinet as well as from the public. Another round of meetings may be 
marking time, but it gives us another chance to voice our views. Kerrio says 
that he wants to become known as the founder of some of Ontario's parks, not 

I"-. their destroyer. He is coming perilously close to being known as the latter . V We need to tell him how to avoid that fate -- LETTERS! · 

see an article by Michael Keating in the GLOBE AND MAIL, April 1, 1987 and 
another by Rosemary Speirs, THE TORONTO STAR, April 1, 1987 

LYELL ISLAND -- ANOTHER TURN OF THE SCREW 

While the BC government and the federal government dicker, the trees of South 
Moresby region fall before the chainsaws. A leading Haida artist, Bill Reid, 
has taken a stand about what he feels is the persecution of the Haida. Reid is 
the most famous of the west coast native artists . He has decided that none of 
his work may be displayed in front of the Canadian Embassy in Washington. He has 
informed the Canadian Ambassador, Allan Gotleib and embassy architect, Arthur 
Erickson . The Haida are facing another crisis which may be more threatening than 
the loss of their homeland. Since the 1950s, the BC forestry ministry has 
permitted logging companies to spray unwanted alder underbrush with a herbicide 
2, 4- D. The Haida use alder bark because they believe it has medicinal value . 
They also smoke their fish with wood which has been treated with the herbicide. 
The effects of 2,4-D was the subject of two tempestuous hearingsbefore the BC 
Environmental Appeal Board. The board can ban 2,4-D. Health and Welfare Canada 
has endorsed a US study showing that the herbicide caused a rare form of cancer 
amongst Kansas wheat farmers who have used it. This is a very rare cancer and 
even a very small increase in incidence is significant. In BC this herbicide will 
be used again this summer in a region of the province which has the highest 
provincial cancer rate in six of the 42 cancers studied . 

based on an article by Tim Harper in the TORONTO STAR, March 31, 1987 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

BIRDS AT THE AFRICAN LION SAFARI 

The Ontario Court of Appeal has ruled that the African Lion Safari does not need 
a provincial licence to breed and sell birds of prey such as hawks, eagles, 
falcons and owls. The Court of Appeal concluded that the purpose of the Ontario 
Game and Fish Act is to provide for the management, perpetration and rehabilitation 
of wildlife resources in Ontario. The possession of birds imported into Ontario 
for display or propagation is not at variance with the current act. The court 
also decided that birds of prey at the Lion Safari were not game birds as defined 
by the Act. 

from an article in the TORONTO STAR, March 5, 1987 

HOW TUNNELS OF LOVE WORK 
Remember those British toads whose pathways to love lead them across busy roads 
with disastrous results? Well, research in Switzerland and West Germany on under
road tunnels made of concrete, steel and plastic has shown that toads don't like 
cold, dark and dry tunnels and that they eat flaking concrete which kills them. 
However, toads will come from as far away as 6.5 km to cross at an under-road 
tunnel made of polymer concrete which retains dampness. To channel toads towards 
the tunnel a 30 cm plastic fence is erected for several hundred metres through 
woods leading to the toad-friendly crossing. 

based on an article by Reuter and Associated Press in the GLOBE AND MAIL, Mar. 14/87 

ADJALA BOUNTY ON WOLVES CANCELLED 

Adjala Township, south-east of Barrie, Ontario, has stopped paying a $25 wolf 
bounty, not from any conservationist motives, but because of the suspiciously 
high number of animals which were brought in by hunters to claim the bounty. In 
all of last year 40 wolves were brought in. This past February alone, 39 were 
brought in. Officials believe that the wolves are being killed in other counties 
-- Dufferin and Simcoe -- and brought to Adjala to claim the bounty. Most of the 
wolves were killed by hunters who work in groups to drive the animals to other 
hunters who wait on concession roads. Snowmobiles are used to seek out wolves in 
forested areas. As well as gaining a bounty, hunters can sell wolf pelts to fur 
companies and these can fetch as much as $100 per pelt. 

from an article by Mark Bourrie in the GLOBE AND MAIL, March 5, 1987 

MARINE RESEARCH UNIT ABANDONED 

In a letter to the GLOBE AND MAIL, Tony Charles (Finance and Management Science 
Department, Saint Mary's University, Halifax) points out how federal cutbacks 
have led to the abandonment of our world-famous Marine Ecology Laboratory at the 
Bedford Institute of Oceanography. Crucial analyses of complex marine environ
ments and studies of the integration of biological and economic problems have 
been terminated. Scientists are being transferred to other positions within the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans. Charles appeals ~ people who value such 
research to write to the federal government and make their objecti.ons known. 

from the GLOBE AND MAIL, March 17, 1987 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

CANADIAN ARMED FORCES RIDDEN OFF AT THE BLUFF 

Defense Minister Perrin Beatty has been trying to acquire a piece of ranch country 
in Alberta as a site for military training . The topography of the ranch is 
supposed to be similar to parts of Europe. The ranch in question is the OH Ranch 
and it is in the centre of Canada's prime beef-producing area. Its history goes 
back to 1867 so it is part of our natural heritage. It also happens to be 
beautiful country and close to Kananaskis Provincial Park. The Alberta Wilderness 
Association, the Alberta Fish and Game Association , several towns in the area 
and local ranchers including Ian Tyson, rallied to protest. The Armed Forces 
has decided to try its luck elsewhere. We need a posse like that up in Temagami! 

based on an article by Derek Ferguson in the TORONTO STAR, March 6, 1987 and 
another on March 13, 1987 

MARKHAM RESIDENTS TRY TO SAVE POND SITE 

There is a small pond in the Markham area which could become a conservation area. 
The pond is 20 acres and it is within a 40-acre parcel of land. 5000 Markham 
residents have signed a petition to save the area. The owner, however, wants 
to develop it and . _ fill in the pond. Then he can sell the ar:ea to an 
industrial developer and one more could-be-natural area will bite the grader's 
dust. Many years ago the pond was a gravel pit. For the site to become a small 
conservation area, the municipality would have to buy it. Disused pits and 
quarries make municipal officials nervous -- the legacy of the Brampton quarry 
accident case. We can only hope that the Markham residents will be able to 
develop a case to convince the local councfl that the community would benefit 
more from a conservation area than an industrial park. A difficult thing to do •.• 

based on an article by Renana Glassman in the REAL ESTATE NEWS, March 6, 1987 

Ed. Note. The pond in question is located on the north side of 16th Avenue 
between Markham Road (Hwy 48) and the Ninth Line. Mark Hassan 
at 294-4896 is one of the people trying to stop the destruction of 
another piece of countryside. This pond is within the Rouge River 
watershed. Anyone interested in helping may call the number above 
and ask for information about the Markham Conservation and Wildlife 
Association. 

~ Send newspaper clippings to Louise Herzberg, 59 Hillside Dr., Toronto M4K 2Ml. 

□ 
Plants of the Humber Valley ••• 
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THE DON VALLEY BRICKYARD DECISION -- AN ANALYSIS 

Brickyard buffs were pleasantly surprisedwhen, on February 16th, the Ministry of 
Natural Resources found in favour of the Metro Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority's bid to expropriate the old Toronto Brickyard site from Torvalley 

1Je1relopment Ltd. Torvalley acquired the brickyard after MTRCA's attempt to 
purchase the site in 1983 fell through due to the Province's unwillingness to 
put up sufficient funds. Torvalley proposed to fill in the pit and to "develop 
the entire site with residential and commercial buildings", and it managed to 
get the support of the Borough of East York (in which the land is situated). 
In 1985 MTRCA secured funding under its Conservation Land Acquisition Project 
to expropriate privately held lands within its jurisdiction, subject to Metro's 
approval. Metro approved of the expropriation of the Brickyard. 

I want t o look at the Ministry's decision in the context of the ongoing saga 
called "what does a Conservation Authority have the power to do to control 
private development in valley lands?'' (This is distinct from that other ongoing 
saga, "what should a Conservation Authority do with land it already owns?'!) 
Essentially, Conservation Authorities have two tools for controlling development: 
regulation and acquisition. In the case of both regulation and expropriation, 
affected land owners have recourse to a hearing by the Minister of Natural 
Resources. In the case of regulation, the entire decision-making function is 
delegated to a Commissioner; in the case of expropriation, the hearing is 
delegated to an official who makes findings of fact and "recommendations" and the 
Mi~ister wh9 makes the final decision. Either way, it's a legalistic process, 
complete with lawyers, witnesses, exhibits and a judge-like official who produces 
a written, reasoned decision. That decision involves an interpretation of the 
Conservation Authority's legal powers and mandate. 

Generally speaking, the mandate of the Conservation Authorities relates to flood 
control and land conservation. When it comes to regulation, the flood control 
mandate has been interpreted strictly against landowners (i.e . , the developer 
must prove that the proposal will not increase flood{ng . at all), while the 
land conservation mandate has been interpreted strictly against the Conservation 
Authority {i.e. the Authority must prove that the developer's proposal will 
cause erosion or has some other technical flaw -- it won't do simply to cite a 
policy of open-space preservation). (See "What'Conservation of Land'Means", 
TFN 369, Feb. 1985.) 

At the Toronto Brickyard hearing, Torvalley advanced two main lines of argument 
against allowing MTRCA to expropriate. The first was that the site was originally 
a "promontory of tableland" before it was quarried, and that therefore the site 
is not really part of the valley and thus no~ within MTRCA's jurisdiction. 
According to this argument, the developer is merely planning to return the land 
to its "natural state" (at least as far as contour goes). The hearing officer 
in his report dismissed this argument on the grounds that there was inadequate 
evidence as to the original contours of the site, and that, anyway, it's part 
of the valley~-

Torvalley's second line of argument was that to justify expropriation MTRCA must 
show a need for the land in relation to its mandate, and that it had failed to 
do so. Itargued that MTRCA's mandate chiefly concerns flood control, and that 
the development of the brickyard site would have an insignificant effect on the 
valley's flood water storage capacity. The hearing officer (and MTRCA itself) 
agreed that this was true, but (consistent with the reasoning in regulation 
cases) held that even a teensy-weensy diminution of storage capacity is 
impermissible, since the. cumulative effect of many individually insignificant 
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BRICKYARD DECISION ANALYSIS (cont'd) 

developments could be catastrophic. Indeed, in a digression, he went on to 
chide MTRCA for failing adequately to control development in the ill-defined 
upper valley and headwater areas, which he suspected was partly to blame for 
the flooding of the Don Valley Parkway last summer. 

However, the hearing officer -- and the Minister after him -- went on to find 
that the expropriation was also justified in relation to MTRCA's general policy 
of preserving the valleys as open spaces, consistent with m~nicipal Official 
Plans . lie said: "This site contributes open space and flood control benefits. 
It is not relevant which benefit is primary." 

This is in sharp contrast with the Ministry's reasoning in the regulation cases. 
You may recall that when MTRCA refused to grant a filling permit to the owners 
of the Hinder estate (in the West Don Valley south of Sheppard Avenue West), the 
Ministry overturned the decision on appeal . The Ministry decided that case on 
narrowly technical grounds, holding municipal and MTRCA valley-land policies to 
be irrelevant to the Conservation Authorities' land conservation mandate, at 
least so far as their regulatory powers are concerned~ (MTRCA has since 
acquired the Hinder site.) 

So, why the difference in approach? I can only speculate, but three possible 
factors come to mind. First, expropriation may be seen (paradoxically) as a 
lesser invasion of the landowner's rights, since it is compensated (prohibition 
of development is said to amount to "expropriation without compensation"). 
Therefore the scope of legal power in the case of expropriation (that the taking 
be "fair~ sound and reasonably necessary in the achievement of objectives") 
may be seen as being broader than that in the case of regulation. Secondly, 
the fate of the Toronto Brickyards was a relatively high profile political 
issue , while the Hinder case was fairly obscure . Finally, Mr. Kerrio may be 
more sympathetic to the valley preservation cause (or less sympathetic to 
developers) than Mr . Pope was. 

But the most striking thing about the Toronto Brickyard hearing and the resulting 
written decision is what was not mentioned in either: the unique character of 
the brickyard itself. That the brickyard is a piece of Toronto's heritage, and 
a showcase of Toronto's geological past, was passed over in utter silence . It 
is yet another case in which the issues which motivate naturalists and other 
members of the public to intervene in judicial or administrative hearings of 
environmental import are not the "issues" at all. 

Allan Greenbaum 
D 

FROM THE PAST 

On the whole the floods of the Don now do only a small amount of damage compared 
to those before 1880 and there seems little likelihood that the amount will 
increase. Flooding is not considered a very serious problem on the Don and 
does not call for costly measures of control. It is now chiefly a nuisance in 
some areas, though seventy-five years ago it was still a serious and costly 
menace. 

extract from THE DON VALLEY CONSERVATION REPORT, The Department of Planning and 
Development, Ontario, 1950, page 19 
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The weather this time last year 

May, 1986 1 City of Toronto 

May was another fine, warm month overall. The mean temperature at Toronto City 
of 15.7° was the warmest since 1977. At Lester B. Pearson International Airport, 
the mean temperature was 14.3°, the warmest since 1982. 

Rainfall was near normal but the lowest since 1982; mean windspeeds at Toronto 
Island were the lowest since 1975. 

The beginning of the month was not too promising asa powerful cold mtt swept 
over the region on the first. On the 3rd, the Airport recorded -3°, the coldest 
May temperature in sixteen years but it warmed rapidly thereafter. There was a 
long period of blocking with summer-like weather for the first part of the 
Victoria weekend. A cold front with cloudy skies and bringing much-needed rain 
finally slipped in; it lingered for a week. (Even with this period, the 19th to 
the 23rd, sunshine hours were about normal for the month.) In the meantime, 
however, hot, dry weather which had built up over the prairie provinces and in 
northemOntario had caused a forest fire situation which was moderately severe. 
This hot surge eventually moved southeastward resulting in 30° temperatures at 
most stations from the 28th to the 30th. Toronto City's 31.5° on the 29th was 
the highest May reading in a decade. Northwest winds were responsible for high 
temperatures along the lakefront (e.g., Frenchman's Bay at 31.9° C - 90° F ). 

This warm spring, the warmest since 1977, advanced vegetation to a summer appear
ance by mid-month. 

June, 1986, City of Toronto 

June was unsettled and about one to one and one-hal f degrees cooler than the long
term normal; however, in the past decade, t here has been a trend of cool Junes 
and this one was no exception. 

Sunny spells a couple of dayd long alternated with showers evenly distributed 
through the month. Sunshine totals were actually somewhat above average at 
Toronto City (and at Hamilton Royal Botanical Gardens as well) as there was a 
considerable amount of night rain and brief thunder- shower activity. Weather 
systems passed rapidly across southern Ontario this month and there were several 
sharp cold fronts and associated severe thunder- storms (notably on the 1st and 
on the 16th). The cold snap at the beginning of the month brought the temperature 
to 2.2° at Lester B. Pearson International Airport, west of Metro Toronto, the 
coldest June temperature recorded there since 1980. 

There were a few muggy days when tropical air from the south briefly invaded this 
region but winds were always off the lake and only inland locations rep0rted tem
peratures of 30°+. No heatwaves were recorded. Rainfall was near normal over the 
west end but increased in the ~-- to 106.4 mm. at Frenchman's Bay. It was the 
wettest June since 1982. 

C> 
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THE WEATHER (cont'd) 

July, 1986, City of Toronto 

July was a humid month with considerable cloud cover and rainfall amounts well 
above normal. Mean temperatures were near normal in the Toronto area with muggier 
nights and cooler daytime maxima due to cloud cover. Toronto City had the most 
rainfall since 1977 while the Airport's 122.3 mm. was the most since 1980 and the 
second highest on record. Bright sunshine hours were about 31 hours below normal. 

Windspeeds were a little below average. There were about 6 or 7 days with thunder
storms. 

Cool weather started the month but was replaced by a heatwave from the 5th to the 
7th. Temperatures reached the 34° range away from the influence of Lake Ontario . 
A cooler air mass arrived on the 7th- 8th but the front stalled just south of the 
lower Great Lakes and remained in our region most of the rest of the month. This 
resulted in very humid and unsettled weather with almost daily thunder which con
tinued from the 12th to the end of the month, apart from a dry interlude from the 
20th to the 23rd. Thunder-storms on the 18th dumped 54.5 mm on Lester B. Pearson 
International Airport. 

July 1986 was reminiscent of July 1980, Six years ago, we had the same pattern 
of searing heat over the southern B. S., a front near the Great Lakes and humid, 
rainy weather in Toronto. 

August, 1986, City of Toronto 

One word. WET! Toronto City had 186.9mm. of rain--even more than last November's 
total! This was the wettest August (in fact, the wettest of any month ) since 
August of 1915. Toronto Airport had somewhat less rain: 146.2mm. This still
considerable amount was exceeded as recently as last year, which says something 
about the past few Augusts. The June to August total rainfall was generally the 
most recorded this century: 355.7mm at Toronto City, 335.9mm at the Toronto 
Lester B. Pearson International Airport, 368.0mm at Frenchman's Bay in Pickering. 

Towards the end of August, the temperatures dropped, making August of 1986 the 
coolest overall since 1982. Yet, strangely, Toronto had the most sunshine since 
1978 and the lightest mean windspeed since 1973. 

The first fifteen days or so were similar to July's weather pattern: frequent 
thunder-showers, some severe weather advisories and variable skies. Days 11 to 
13 were pleasant. A severe storm on the evening of August 15 dumped 78 mm of 
rain downtown. The Don Valley Parkway was closed by flooding of the river. 
There were a couple of days of hot weather (neither city nor Airport 
reached 30° this month) followed by a sunny, dry period. A cooling trend which 
began on the 21st was re-inforced by a record-breaking Arctic cold front on the 
evening of the 26th. The storm along this frcn~ dumped over 70 mm . of rain in 
the suburbs and 55 mm downtown. Again, flooding was a problem and roads were 
closed. The cold in the wake of the front was as intense as it was in the same 
period in 1982. Snow fell in northern Ontario and temperatures below 10° at 
night swept into the southern U.S. The final days of the month were dominated 
by a cool high pressure system. 

The cool wet weather was very unfavourable for maturing crops; many fields were 
flooded,with cereals down and rotting. 
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THE WEATHER (cont'd) 

(Analys i s of several rainfall events over Toronto and Pickering has revealed a 
severe acid rain problem with pH's often below 4.0.) 

Gavin Miller 
[J 

SKY NOTES 

On May 13, 1987, the sun will rise at 5:56 am and set at 8:33 pm . The moon will 
rise that evening at 9:25. It will be exactly full at 8:50 am that day. 

On June 11, 1987, the sun will rise at 5:36 am and will set at 8:59 pm. The 
full moon will rise at 9:39 pm that evening. 

On July 10, 1987, the sun will rise at 5:45 am and will set at 9:01 pm . The 
full moon will rise that evenfng at 9:25 pm. 

On August 9, 1987, the sun will rise at 6:14 pm and will set at 8:32 pm. The 
full moon will rise at 9 : 09 that evening. 
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TFN 387 on page 31. We omitted the source for Mark Stabb's April article: 

0 

"The Rouge Valley - Toronto Home for Flying Squirrels". The original of this 
"Exchange" article was printed in the SRVS "News of the Rouge", Vol . 13, #1, 
January, 1987. 

TFN 387 on page 16. Apologies for a repeated spelling error in our April 
comment on an MOE advertisement. City Hall's WRAP stands for Water Remedial 
Action Plan, also known as the Water Remediation Action Plan. We went one 
better with a Water Remediatial Action Plan, which is (1) unpronounceable, and 
(2) certainly not in any dictionary! 

D 
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Learning and Discovering at the Royal Ontario Museum: For details, call 586-5788. 
THE NIGHT SHIFT: ONTARIO'S OWLS: a lecture on Saturday, June 6, 2 to 3 p.m . 
Fee $10 
SPRING WILDFLOWER WALK: a moderately strenuous field trip in Highland Creek 
Park, led by Deborah Metsger and J. H. McAndrews of the ROM's Botany Dept. 
Saturday. May 9, 9 a.m. to 1 p. m. Transportation to the site is not provided. 
Fee: $15 
COLLECTING AQUATIC INSECTS: a moderately strenuous one- day field trip to a 
stream in a local conservati on area on Saturday, May 23, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Patricia Schefter of the ROM's Eatomology Dept. is the leader. Transportati on 
is provided. Fee: $43 

JIM BAILLIE MEMORIAL BIRD WALKS of the TORONTO ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB: No charge. 
1) Sunday, April 26, 7:30 a.m. Meet at the foot of LESLIE STREET. Bring lunch. 

Leader: Herb Elliott 
2) Monday, May 18, 7:30 a.m. - SPRING MIGRATION IN HIGH PARK - Meet in the firs t 

parking lot to the r ight at the Bloor Street entrance to High Park Ave. 
Leader: Bob Yukich 

3) Saturday, May 23 - PEAK MIGRATION TIME - Meet at ferry dock to catch the 
8:00 a .m. ferry to Toronto Isl and. Bring lunch. Leader: Luke Fazio 

SAVE THE ROUGE VALLEY SYSTEM, INC.: 
Nature Walk on Sunday , May 3 with Leader John Robb. Meet at Glen Eagles Hotel 
(Twynn Rivers Drive and Sheppard Ave., East) at 1:30 p.m. For information about 
other activities, call Lois James at 284- 6409. 

MANAGING ONTARIO'S STREAMS - a workshop on June 24 enti t led SOCIO ECONOMIC AND 
PRACTICE ISSUES, sponsored by Can. Water Resources Assoc., at Black Creek Visitors 
Centre in Toronto. Registration fee: $80, Contact: Mrs. E. Kribs, Grand River 
Conservation Authority, P .O. Box 729 , 400 Clyde Road, CAMBRI DGE, Ont. NlR 5W6. 
(This is the second of three; the last will be held Sept. 16.) 

YWCA SPRING WOMEN'S WEEKEND - April 25- 27 - hiking, wildflowers - Fee: $65. 
Call Camping Dept. YWCA at 961-8100. 

Scarborough Gem and Mineral Club will meet May 5 at 8:00 p.m. at Scarborough 
Junction United Church , 3577 St. Clair Ave. E. "PEARLS", a lecture by Aino 
Pirskanen will be delivered. 

BANCROFT GEMBOREE July 30 to Aug. 2 will feature mineral and lapidary demonstrations, 
displays from all over the continent and as well, field trips. For further details, 
call Eva Davis at 694-8928. 

SUMMER FUN CENTRE FOR ADULTS 55 YEARS AND OVER is sponsored by the East York Parks 
and Recreation Dept., in co- operation with the Board of Education. It runs from 
June 29 to Aug. 21, Mon. to Fri. from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Stan Wadlow 
Clubhouse, 373 Cedarvale Ave . (east of Woodbine and north of Cosburn). Cost is 
$3.50 per day, $5 on t r ip days. For more information, contact Barbara or Francie 
at 461-9451, Ext. 322. 

C> 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Courses AT GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE, Toronto. For general information, call 947-9914. 
1) BIRDS OF SOUTHERN ONTARIO: A FIELD STUDY 
2) WILDFLOWERS OF SOUTHERN ONTARIO 
3) INTRODUCTION TO ASTRONOMY 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT WEEK is the first week in June. Watch for announcements and displays. 

DESIGNATION OF OLD MILL BRIDGE as a HISTORIC SITE under the Ontario Heritage Act, 
organized by the City of Etobicoke Historical Board, will take place on Saturday, 
May 30 at 2 p.m. It will be followed by a nature walk along the banks of the 
Humber River led by TFN Pres. Phil Joiner and others. Call626~4574 for more 
information. 

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS - For more information tel. (416) 527-1158 or write Box 399, 
Hamilton, L8N 3H8. Activities include: spring bird walks, Birds up Close (Photo
graphy), noon-hour nature walks, Monday meanders, wildflower gardening, identifi
cation of native shrubs in summer, Flowerpots and Fens: A Tour of the Bruce Penin
sula, wild plants as vegetables and salads, aquatic life study of Cootes Paradise. 
The Cootes Paradise Wildlife Festival will take place June 20 and 21. For detailed 
information about the festival, contact the Nature Centre at (416) 527-7962. 

BRUNCH AND BIRDS: A GUIDED WALK TO LOOK AT SPRING MIGRANTS - Sponsored by the 
Humber Arboretum on Saturday, May 9, 7:30 to 11:30 a.m., led by Phil Joine~ TFN Pres. 
It is a fund-raising event for the Arboretum Nature Studies Program. Cost $20 per 
person,includes brunch and a slide show. Call Christine Fraser at 675-5009 for 
reservations. 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT WALK in Humber Valley on Saturday, June 6 at 9 a.m., starting at 
corner of Finch and Islington Ave. Call Sheila Lambrinos at 745-7977 for details. 

FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS: 
1) SPRING WILDFLOWER HIKES: May 3 and 10; 2) HIKE INTO SUMMER: June 7, 14, and 21. 
For information about membership and activities, call (416) 444-8419. 

FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND CONFERENCE, 1987, 
hosted by the Norfolk Field Naturalists in Port Dover, May 29-31. For further 
information: FON Conference '87, P.O. Box 88 VITTORIA, Ont. NOE lWO 

CANADIAN NATURE TOURS, 355 Lesmill Road, Don Mills, M3B 2W8. Tel. 444-8419 
(operated by the FON and the Canadian Nature Federation). 
1) A BIRD IN THE HAND - SPRING: Sunday, May 10-Saturday, May 16 - A week with the 

staff of the LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY includes banding of migratory birds. 
Accom~dation but not transportation to Long Point is covered. Cost $480: Limit: 6 

2) BICYCLING THE BRUCE - Friday, June 5 - Sunday, June 14 - Cost includes food, ac
c9mnodation and camping equipment. Sleeping bag and bicycle are to be provided 
by the cyclist. Start: Red Bay, Ont.; Cost $635; Limit: 10 

For further information, contact: Pamela Berton, Co-ordinator, number above. 

CANADIAN NATURE FEDERATION CONFERENCE, June 5 to 8 in Saskatoon. For details, write 
to CNF Conference, Box 5094, SASKATOON, Sask. 'so/K- 4£4 or telephone (306) 652-5970. 

FRIENDS OF THE SPIT: Call Jacqueline Corval at 699-6442 about the Annual General 
Meeting. 

t> 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Humber Arboretum presents THE THIRD ANNUAL WILDFLOWER SYMPOSIUM, Friday May 8, at 
the Humber Arboretum. Time: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For further information, call 
675-3111, ext. 4445. 

CANADIAN WILDFLOWER SOCIETY Annual General Meeting on Sunday, May 10 at 10 a.m. at 
The Civic Garden Centre, 777 Lawrence Ave. E. at Leslie, Don Mills. There will 
also be a Native Plant Sale. Call Tom Atkinson for details, (416) 449-7907 . 

VOLUNTEER FIELD ASSISTANT POSITION AT LONG POINT BIRD OBSERVATORY: 
Migration Monitoring Program: Begins in late July and ends in mid- November. Contact 
George E. Wallace, Migration Program Mgr., LPBO, Box 160, Port Rowan, Ont. NOE lMO, 
preferably before May 1. Tel. (519) 586- 2909 

TOMMY 1HJvlPSl,J PARK: For information about access, activities, and bus service, 
call -061-6600. 

THE BLACK CREEK PROJECT, Box 324, Station A, DOWNSVIEW, Ont. M3M 3A6 
Saturday, May 2 (Raindate May 3) - WARBLERS, WEEDS & WILDFLOWERS - nature walk 

along the Black Creek - Meet at the Black Creek Pioneer Village carpark, south 
end at 9 a.m. Further information, call Barb Scott at 248- 4890. 

Wed. May 20 MEETING at 7:30 p.m. Mt. Dennis Community Centre, 4 Hollis St.,Weston. 
Sat. May 23 NEXT WORKDAY (Raindate May 24) 9 am start. Tree and shrub planting. 
Wed. July 15 MEETING 7:30 p.m. Mt. Dennis Community Centre, 
Sat. July 18 WORKDAY Proposed workday in Trethewey or Smythe Parks. 

FON NATURALISTS SUMMER CAMP FOR ADULTS Saturday, June 27 to Saturday, July 4 -
The camp is based at Red Bay Lodge on the west coast of the Bruce Peninsula. All 
costs for the week are covered. Cost: $475. For further information, contact 
Pamela Berton, Co- ordinator, (416) 444- 8419. 

TORONTO NATURE CENTRE - Day camp located in the city at Branksome Hall, 10 Elm Ave., 
near the Sherbourne subway stop. Two adult sessions are now available to nature 
enthusiasts (18 years and over). July 14 to July 18; August 4 to August 8. 
Fee : Each one-week session is $145. This fee does not include lunches. 
Director: Jim Lovisek. For more information contact TORONTO NATURE CENTRE, 
19 Dundurn Cres., Toronto M6C 1H4 Tel. 364- 7884. 

ZOO CAMP 1987 for children ages 6 to 14 - one week sessions from July 6 to Aug. 28 -
Cost: $85 per child. If 2 or more children from the same family are enrolled, deduct 
$5 per child per course. For inquiries, cal l 392-5900. 

FON YOUNG NATURALISTS CAMP for children 10 to 15 years of age. The camp is south 
of Grand Bend in Lambton County. The camp period is from Aug. 23 to August 30. 
Fee : $200 (includes accomodation , all meals, transportation during the week and 
experienced leadership). For further information, call Pamela Hickman, Education 
Projects Co-ordinator, Federation of Ontario Saturalists, tel. 444-8419. 

For other children's summer nature camps, see TFN ~~~ (Feb, 1987) p. 31. 

□ 
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PUBLIC · TRANSIT (TTC) 
393-4636 

POLICE 
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Upcoming TFN 

OUTINGS -
WARM WEATHER CLOTHING 

vide-brinmed hat 

I J 967-2222 
for protection from 
sun and insects 

L 

POLLUTION 
in Metro: 965-9619 

toll-free outside Metro: 
1-800-268-6060 

RIDE GUIDES 
free from TTC 

METRO MAPS 
many avail able for 
a nominal sum 

Everybody welcome! 
(no charge except for 
transportation) 

Outings go 
rain or shine! 

All outings accessible 
by public transit (TTC). 

r 

small pack (carried on the back, 
over the shoulder, or 
around the waist, so that 
arms are free) containing 
possible needs, 
e.g. rainwear, 
sunglasses, sweater, 
insect-repellent, 
lunch, thermos, 
field-guides, notebook, 
pencil, binoculars, 
hand-lens, camera, 
plastic litter-bag 

long sleeves and 
long pants 

to avoid bites 
and scratches 

light-weight clothing, 
also light in colour 
(unattractive to insects) 

walking-shoes, running-shoes, or 
(for protection on 
rough terrain) 
low-heeled, sturdy boots; 
rubber boots for wet locationu 

Walks are usually at a leisurely pace and begin and end 
at the same location unless otherwise indicated. 

~~ Evening outings usually last about two hours. 

Walks marked (e) are STRENUOUS which means they 
and/or wet t~rrain, often one way (no escaping) 

are 
and 

generally long, over steep terrain 
without washroom facilities. 

To minimize the impact on the environment and ensure a high quality outing for the 
participants, members in cars are as ked not to accompany mini-bus outings, except to 
our own nature reserve. 

Participants are asked not to smoke in the bus on bus outings. 
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OUT OF 
TOWN 

OUT OF 
TOWN 

Saturday 
May 2 
9 am 

Sunday 
May 3 
10 am to 
5 pm 

mini-bus 

+ 
Sunday 
May 3 
11 am 

Tuesday 
May 5 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
May 6 
11 am 

Thursday 
May 7 
6:45 pm 

Friday 
May 8 
10 am 

Saturday 
May 9 
8 am to 
6 pm 

mini-bus 

+ 

Saturday 
May 9 
9 am 

+ 
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Mey 
LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds 
Leader: Gord Gallant 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. 

lakeshore, Toronto 

•SUDDEN TRACT - amphibians and reptiles west of Metro 
Leader: Bob Johnson 
Call Eileen Mayo(445-4621) if you want to attend. Confirm by sending 
a cheque for $12.00 payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS FROG AND 
SNAKE OUTING to Eileen at 405 - 44 Stubbs Dr., Willowdale M2L 2R3. 
Bus leaves Finch passenger pick-up promptly at 10 am and returns 
there at 5 pm. Bring lunch and rubber boots. 

EARL BALES PARK - spring wildflowers West Don, North York 
Leader: Bill Granger 
Meet at the community centre in the park (east side of Bathurst 
Street, south of Sheppard Avenue West). Bring lunch. 

LAMBTON WOODS - birds 
Leader: Ilmar Talvila 

Humber, Etobicoke 

Meet at the park entrance on Edenbridge Drive~ east of Royal York 
Road (halfway between Dundas Street West and Eglinton Avenue West). 

SMYTHE PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Isabel Smith 

Black Creek, York 

Meet at the park entrance on the east side of Scarlett Road (opposite 
the Lambton Golf and Country Club), north of St. Clair Avenue West. 
Bring lunch. 

HIGH PARK - botany Toronto 
Leader: Emily Hamilton 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor Street West 
(opposite High Park Road). 

EAST POINT PARK - botany lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Dennis Clarke 
Meet at the corner of Coronation Drive and Beechgrove Drive. 
Bring lunch . 

• BACKUS WOODS - botany southwest of Metro 
Leader: Steve Varga 
Call Eileen Mayo (445-4621) if you want to attend . Confirm by sending 
a cheque for $12.00 payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS BACKUS 
OUTING to Eileen at 405 - 44 Stubbs Dr., Willowdale M2L 2R3. 
Bus leaves Finch passenger pick-up promptly at 8 am and returns 
there at 6 pm. Bring lunch. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds 
Leade~: Don and Barb Cavin 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. 

C> 
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MAY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
May 9 
10 am 

SUNNYBROOK - nature arts West Don, North York 
Leader: Mary Douglas 
Meet at the entrance to the hospital (off Bayview Avenue north of 
Eglinton Avenue East). We will visit the grounds and gallery there. 
Bring sketching materials and stool, camera, or just come and enjoy. 
Lunch optional. 

Sunday 
May 10 
10:30 am 
to 3 pm 

* •ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk (1) Rouge, Scarborough 

min~bus 

Tuesday 
May 12 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
May 13 
11 am 

Thursday 
May 14 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
May 16 
8 am to 
5 pm 

mini-bus 

Sunday 
May 17 
10 am 

Monday 
May 18 
9 am 

+ 

Leader: James Garratt 
Call Helen Juhola (924-5806) if you want to attend. Confirm by 
sending your cheque for $12.00 payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
ROUGE OUTING (1) to Helen at 112 - 51 Alexander St., Toronto M4Y 1B3. 
Bus leaves Kennedy passenger pick-up promptly at 10:30 am and returns 
there at 3 pm. Bring lunch. (spring flowers of the Finch meander etc.) 

WINDFIELD PARK - birds Wilket Creek, North York 
Leader: Joan Patterson 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of York Mills Road just 
east of Bayview Avenue. 

EARL BALES PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 

West Don, North York 

Meet at the community centre in the park (east side of Bathurst 
Street, south of Sheppard Avenue West). Bring lunch. 

GLENDON COLLEGE GROUNDS - botany West Don, North York 
Leaders: Eileen and Geoff Chopping 
Meet at the college gates at the corner of Lawrence Avenue West 
and Bayview Avenue. 

EASTERN SHORELINE - birds east of Metro 
Leaders: Gay and Phil Joiner 
Call Eileen Mayo (445-4621) if you want to attend. Confirm by sending 
a cheque for $12.00 payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS SHORELINE 
OUTING to Eileen at 405 - 44 Stubbs Dr. , Willowdale M2L 2R3. Bus 
leaves Finch passenger pick-up promptly at 8 am and returns there 
at 5 pm. Bring lunch. (We will be visiting Amos Pond, Petticoat 
Creek, Lynde Shores and Thickson's Woods.) 

eWOODGREEN PARK - nature walk East Don, North York 
Leader: John Armstrong 
Meet at the community centre on the corner of Grenoble Drive and 
Linkwood Lane. Bring lunch . 

TORONTO ISLANDS - birds lakeshore , Toronto 
Leader: George Fairfield 
Meet at the foot of Bay Street in time to take the 9 am ferry. 
Bring lunch and your membership card. 

* This is the first in a series of three mini-bus outings to explore those areas 
of the Rouge watershed within Metro Toronto which are not easily accessible 
by public transit. (See also May 24 and June 7.) 
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MAY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

OUT OF 
TOWN 

Monday 
May 18 
10 am 
to 4 pm 

mini-bus 

Tuesday 
May 19 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
May 20 
11 am 

Thursday 
May 21 
6 : 45 pm 

Saturday 
May 23 
9:30 am 

+ 
Saturday 

OUT OF May 23 
TOWN 10 am 

Sunday 
May 24 
10:30 am 
to 4:30 pm 

mini-bus 

+ 
Sunday 
May 24 
1 pm 

Tuesday 
May 2 6 
6:45 pm 

BRONTE - nature walk west of Metro 
Leader: Ann Reynolds 
Call Eileen Mayo (445-4621) if you want to attend. Confirm by sending 
a cheque for $12.00 payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS BRONTE OUTING 
to Eileen at 405- 44 Stubbs Dr., Willowdale M2L 2R3. Bus leaves Islington 

passenger pick-up promptly at 11: 30 am and returns there at 
4 pm. Bring lunch. 

GLEN STEWART RAVINE - birds 
Leader: Fred Bodsworth 

Toronto 

Meet by the nature trail sign on the south side of Kingston Road 
just west of Beech Avenue. 

•HIGHLAND CREEK - nature walk Highland Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Cathy Heynes 
Meet at the corner of Coronation Drive and Beechgove Drive. Bring 
lunch. This walk will end at the corner of Beechgrove Drive and 
Lawrence Avenue East. 

LAMBTON WOODS - botany 
Leader: Isabel Smith 

Humber, Etobicoke 

Meet at the park entrance on Edenbridge Drive, east of Royal York 
Road (halfway between Dundas Street West and Eglinton Avenue West). 
Wear rubber boots. 

HUMBER MARSH #7 - birds 
Leader: Helen Smith 
Meet at the Old Mill subway station. 

•LUTHER MARSH - birds (from canoes) 
Leaders: Dorothy Fletcher and Don Theirs 

Humber, Toronto 

northwest of Metro 

Call Don (922-0360 days or evenings) after May 17 if you want to 
attend. You will need to bring your own canoe, safety equipment and 
lunch. We expect to see nesting phalaropes and ospreys . 

•ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk (2) Rouge, Scarborough 
Leader: Robin Powell 
Call Helen Juhola (924-5806) if you want to attend. Confirm by 
sending a cheque for $12.00 payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
ROUGE OUTING (2) to Helen at 112 - 51 Alexander St., Toronto M4Y 1B3. 
Bus leaves Kennedy passenger pick-up promptly at 10 :30 am and returns 
there at 4:30 pm. Bring lunch. (Morningside tributary and west branch) 

SCARBOROUGH CIVIC CENTRE - nature walk Highland Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Raphael Sussman 
Meet at the wading pool of the Scarborough Civic Centre for a 2 hour 
walk. (City Hall is north of Ellesmere and east of Midland.) 

CEDARVALE RAVINE - birds 
Leader: Herb Elliott 
Meet at the Heath Street exit of the St. Clair West station on the 
Spadina subway line. 
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MAY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Wednesday 
May 27 
10: 15 am 

Thursday 
May 28 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
May 30 
10 am 

Sunday 
May 31 
10 :30 am 

QUEEN'S PARK - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Mary Cumming 
Meet at the corner of College Street and University Avenue 

(southwest corner). Bring sketching materials and stool, cameras, 
or come and enjoy. Tour of art and architecture included. Lunch optional. 

CROTHER'S WOODS - botany 
Leader: Helen Juhola 

Don, East York 

Meet on the east side of Millwood Road at Crother's Road (just south 
of the railway overpass). 

•ROUGE VALLEY - birds Rouge, Scarborough 
Leader: Howard Battae 
Meet just outside the zoo entrance. Bring lunch . (Meadowvale & Sheppard) 

MT. PLEASANT CEMETERY - shrubs Toronto 
Leader : Emily Hamilton 
Meet at the entrance on the east side of Mt. Pleasant Road (south 
of Davisville Avenue). 
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Tuesday 
June 2 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
June 3 
11 am 

Saturday 
June 6 
9 am 

Sunday 
June 7 
10 : 30 am 
to 3 pm 

mini-bus 

Wednesday 
June 10 
11 am 

Thursday 
June 11 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
June 13 
10 am 

Sunday 
June 14 
11 am 

+ 
Sunday 
June 14 
10 am 

TFN 388 

June 
ROSEDALE - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Dr. Nick Badenhuizen 
Meet just outside the Rosedale subway station. Walk will end at 
Bathurst and St. Clair Avenue West. 

DOWNSVIEW DELLS - nature walk Black Creek, North York 
Leader: Elly Elder 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Sheppard Avenue West, 
halfway between Keele and Jane. Bring lunch. 

TORONTO ISLANDS - birds 
Leader: Herb Elliott 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay Street in time to take 
the 9 am ferry. Bring lunch and membership card. 

•ROUGE VALLEY - nature walk (3) Rouge, Scarborough 
Leader: James Garratt 
Call Helen Juhola (924-5806) if you want to attend. Confirm by 
sending a cheque for $12 . 00 payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
ROUGE OUTING (3) to Helen at 112 - 51 Alexander St., Toronto M4Y 1B3 , 
Bus leaves Kennedy passenger pick-up promptly at 10:30 am and returns 
there at 3 pm. Bring lunch. (east side of valley and marshes) 

WEST DON - nature walk West Don, North York 
Leader: Mary Nickle 
Meet on Don River Blvd. just north of Sheppard Avenue West (east of 
Bathurst Street). Bring lunch. 

NEWTONBROOK RAVINE - evening ramble Newton Brook, North York 
Leader: Joyce Cave 
Meet at the corner of Cummer Avenue and Silverview Drive. 

ON.TAR.IO SCIENCE CENTRE - nature arts West Don, North York 
Leader: Mary Cumming 
Meet at the entrance to the Centre on Don Mills Road just south of 
Eglinton Avenue East. Bring sketching materials, camera, or just 
come and enjoy. Bring lunch. 

BELLAMY RAVINE AND SYLVAN PARK - birds lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Karin Fawthrop 
Meet on the south side of Kingston Road at Bellamy Road south 
(Windy Ridge). Bring lunch. 

WILKET CREEK - birds 
Leader: Don Peuramaki 

Wilket Creek, North York 

Meet in the parking lot beside the entrance to the park (west side 
of Leslie Street, opposite the Inn on the Park, north of Eglinton 
Avenue East). 

Wednesday •HUMBER VALLEY - nature walk Humber, York 
June 17 Leader: Helen Juhola 
11 am Meet at the corner of Eglinton Avenue West and Emmett Avenue 

(between Jane and Scarlett Road). Bring lunch. Walk will end at 
Lawrence Avenue West. 
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JUNE OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Friday 
June 19 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
June 20 
10 :30 am 

Sunday 
June 21 
10 am 

Wednesday 
June 24 
10 :30 am 

Thursday 
June 25 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
June 27 
9:30 am 

+ 
Saturday 
June 27 
2 pm 

Sunday 
June 28 
11 am 

Tuesday 
June 30 
6: 45 pm 

MORNINGSIDE PARK - evening ramble Highland Creek, Scarborough 
Leaders: Gay and Phil Joiner 
Meet at the park entrance on the west side of Morningside Avenue , 
between Lawrence Avenue East and Ellesmere Road. 

• YORK UNIVERSITY - nature walk Black Creek, North York 
Leader: Allan Greenbaum 
Meet at the corner of Sentinel Road and Murray Ross Parkway . Bring 
lunch. 

• EAST DON - nature walk 
Leader: Robin Powell 

East Don, North York 

Meet at the small plaza on the north side of Finch Avenue East, east 
of Bayview Avenue. Bring lunch. Walk will end at another public transit stop. 

HIGH PARK - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Geraldine Goodwin 
Meet at 
Road). 
enjoy. 

the park entrance on Bloor Street West (opposite High Park 
Bring sketching materials and stool, earner~ or come and 
Lunch optional. 

BURKE RAVINE - birds Burke Brook, North York 
Leader: Fred Carnrite 
Meet on the east side of Bayview Avenue just north of the CNIB 
overpass (north of Eglinton Avenue East, south of Lawrence) . 

HUMBER BAY PARK EAST - birds lakeshore, Etobicoke 
Leader: Bob Donaghy 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Lakeshore Blvd . West 
at Park Lawn Road . 

JAMES GARDENS AND LAMBTON WOODS - ferns Humber, Etobicoke 
Leader: Frank Kershaw 
Meet at the park entrance on Edenbridge Drive, east of Royal York 
Road (halfway between Dundas Street West and Eglinton Avenue West). 

• WIGMORE RAVINE - nature walk East Don, North York 
Leader: Eva Davis 
Meet on the south side of Eglinton Avenue East at Credit Union Drive. 
Bring lunch. Walk will end at Lawrence Avenue East. 

ASHBRIDGE'S BAY - evening ramble lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Merne Powers 
Meet on the southwest corner of Queen Street East and Lee Avenue . 

"Ban Roll-on" is supposed to be great for relieving 
the itch of bug bites and poison ivy ••• 

from "Camping Tips" 
Lesser Slave Lake Provincial Park, Alberta 
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OUT OF 
TOWN 

Wednesday 
July 1 
11 am 

Saturday 
July 4 
8 am 
to July 5 
8 pm 

mini-bus 

+ 
Saturday 
July 4 
10 am 

Monday 
July 6 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
July 8 
11 am 

Saturday 
July 11 
10 am 

Tuesday 
July 14 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
July 15 
11 am 

Saturday 
't'"-----, July 18 

OUT OF 
TOWN ....._ __ __, 

8:30 am 
to 5 pm 

mini-bus 

TFN 388 

July 
HUMBER VALLEY - nature walk north of Metro 
Leader: Billie Bridgman 
Meet at the northwest corner of Steeles Avenue West and Islington 
Avenue. Bring lunch. 

• HALDIMAND-NORFOLK - botany southwest of Metro 
Leaders: Dave Bradley and Dennis Clarke 
Call Helen Juhola (924-5806) if you want to attend. Confirm by 
sending your cheque for $80.00 (to cover transportation and single 
accommodation, but not meals) or $60.00 (to cover transportation and 
shared accommodation,but not meals) to Helen at 112 - 51 Alexander 
Street, Toronto M4Y 1B3. Bus leaves Islington passenger pick-up at 
8 am and returns there at 8 pm on Sunday July 5. Bring lunch for 
the first day and rubber boots. (Make cheque payable to TFN BCITANY WEEKEND.) 

ST. BERNARDS'S HOSPITAL GROUNDS - nature walk West Don, North York 
Leaders: Gay and Phil Joiner 
Meet on the south side of Finch Avenue West at Wilmington Avenue. 
Bring lunch. Outing includes a tour of the gardens. 

LAWRENCE RAVINE - evening ramble Burke Brook, Toronto/North York 
Leaders: Eileen and Geoff Chopping 
Meet at the southeast corner of Yonge Street and Lawrence Avenue. 
Walk will end at Bayview Avenue. 

EAST DON - nature walk East Don, North York 
Leader: Eileen Mayo 
Meet on the southeast corner of Sheppard Avenue East and Leslie Street. 
Bring lunch. 

RIVERDALE FARM - nature arts 
Leader: Martha Wallace 

Don, Toronto 

Meet at the entrance (corner of Winchester and Sumac). 
sketching materials, camera, or come and enjoy. Lunch 

Bring 
optional. 

CASTLE FRANK - evening ramble Don, Toronto 
Leader: Muriel Miville 
Meet at the Castle Frank subway station. Walk will end at a different 
public transit stop. 

EAST POINT PARK - nature walk lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Betty Greenacre 
Meet at the corner of Coronation Drive and Beechgrove Drive. Bring 
lunch. 

JIM BAILLIE NATURE RESERVE - northeast of Metro 
Leader: Ann Reynolds 
Call Eileen Mayo (445-4621) if you want to attend. Confirm by sending 
a cheque for $12.00 payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS RESERVE TRIP 
to Eileen at 405 - 44 Stubbs Dr., Willowdale M2L 2R3. Bus leaves 
Finch passenger pick-up promptly at 8:30 am and returns there at 5 pm. 
Bring lunch, waterproof footwear, work gloves, clippers, binoculars, 
cameras, sketching materials, whatever necessary to enjoy a day at 
our own property. Those in cars may meet us there. 
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~~- JULY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Sunday 
July 19 
11 am 

Wednesday 
July 22 
10 : 30 am 

Thursday 
July 23 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
July 25 
10 am 

Sunday 
July 26 
10:30 am 

Wednesday 
July 29 
11 am 

Friday 
July 31 
6:45 pm 

GARTHDALE RAVINE - nature walk West Don, North York 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 
Meet on the southwest corner of Finch Avenue West and Dufferin St. 
Bring lunch. 

MIRVISH VILLAGE - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Betty Paul 
Meet at the Bathurst subway station. Bring sketching materials and 
stool, camera, or come an enjoy. Lunch optional. 

BEACHES DISTRICT - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Karen Parker 
Meet on the corner of Kingston Road and Main Street (southeast corner). 
We will be looking at urban wilderness gardens. 

• CURITY AND FERRIS RAVINES - nature walk 
Leader: Gavin Miller 

Taylor Creek, East York 

Meet on the northwest corner of O'Connor Dri v·e and Curi ty Avenue . 
Bring lunch . 

• HUMBER VALLEY - nature walk Humber, North York 
Leader: Robin Powell 
Meet on the north side of Albion Road where it crosses the Humber. 
Bring lunch. Walk will end at another public transit stop. 

EAST DON - nature walk 
Leader: Maureen Allain 

East Don, North York 

Meet in the small plaza on the north side of Finch Avenue East, east 
of Bayview Avenue. Bring lunch. 

ECOLOGY PARK - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Henny Markus 
Meet at 12 Madison Avenue. (Please call Helen Juhola at 924-5806 
if you plan to attend. Limited to 15 people.) 
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r-----
OUT OF 
TOWN 

Sunday 
August 2 
10 am 

Monday 
August 3 
3 pm 

Wednesday 
August 5 
11 am 

Thursday 
August 6 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
August 8 
10 am 

+ 

Saturday 
August 8 
10 am 

Sunday 
August 9 
11 am 

Tuesday 
August 11 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
A u gust 12 
8:45 am to 
2:35 pm 

bus 

Saturday 
August 15 
9 am 

+ 

TFN 388 

August 
• MIMI CO CREEK - nature walk Mimico Creek, Etobicoke 

Leader: Robin Powell 
Meet on the south side of Bloor Street West where it crosses the 
creek (between Royal York Road and Islington). Bring lunch. Walk 
will end at another public transit stop. 

CASTLE FRANK - nature walk Don, Toronto/East York 
Leaders: Aarne and Helen Juhola 
Meet at the Castle Frank subway station. Bring a lunch. We will be 
walking from Castle Frank to Todmorden for a picnic -- to celebrate 
Simcoe Day. 

EAST DON - nature walk East Don, North York 
Leader: Mari_am Faibish 
Meet at the northeast corner of Steeles Avenue East and Leslie Street. 
Bring lunch. 

BELT LINE RAILWAY - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Joan Patterson 
Meet on the southeast corner of Eglinton Avenue West and Spadina. 
Walk will end at Davisville subway station. 

BIRKDALE RAVINE - birds Highland Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Karin Fawthrop 
Meet on the west side of Brimley Road, north of Lawrence Avenue East, 
where the street crosses the creek. 

GUILD INN GARDENS - nature arts lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Mary Cumming 
Meet at the park entrance on Guildwood Parkway opposite Galloway Road. 
Bring sketching materials and stool, camera, or come and enjoy. 
Lunch optional. 

• ETOBICOKE CREEK - nature walk Etobicoke Creek, Etobicoke 
Leaders: Aarne and Helen Juhola 
Meet on Lakeshore Blvd. West where it crosses Etobicoke Creek. Bring 
lunch. Walk will end at another public transit stop. 

TAYLOR CREEK - evening ramble 
Leader: Melanie Milanich 

Taylor Creek, East York 

Meet on Victoria Park Avenue just outside the subway station. 

ROCKWOOD, Ont. - nature walk 
Leader: Eva Davis 

northwest of Metro 

Meet at the York Mills subway station on Yonge Street in time to take 
the public transit bus at 8:45 to Rockwood (a conservation area near 
Guelph). The trip takes 1~ hours each way . Bring lunch. The bus 
~eturns at 2:35. Return fare is $12.60. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds 
Leader: Don Peuramaki 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. 
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OUT OF 
TOWN 
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AUGUST OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Friday 
August 14 
6 pm to 
Sunday 
August 16 
6 pm 

BUS 

Monday 
August 17 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
August 
19 
11 am 

Saturday 
August 22 
11 am 

Sunday 
August 23 
10 am 

+ 
Sunday 
August 23 
11 am 

Tuesday 
August 25 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
August 26 
10:30 am 

Saturday 
August 29 
8 :45 am 

+ 

DORSET - nature weekend northeast of Metro 
Leaders: Eileen and Geoff Chopping 
Call Eileen Chopping (481-0858) if you want to attend. Confirm by 
sending a cheque for $95.00 (to cover transportation, food and shared 
accommodation -- two to a room) payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
DORSET OUTING to Eileen at 107 Ronan Ave., Toronto M4N 2Y2. Bring 
a lunch for the trip north if you don't have time to eat before. 
(We will be provided with coffee and cookies when we arrive.) Bus 
leaves the corner of Old York Mills and Yonge (south exit of York 
Mills subway station) promptly at 6 pm and returns there at 6 pm on 
Sunday Aug. 16. Washroom on bus. 

LAKE IROQUOIS SHORELINE - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 
Meet on the northwest corner of Bathurst Street and Davenport Road. 
We will be walking west. Walk will end at another public transit stop. 

PINE HILLS CEMETERY - nature walk Taylor Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Eileen Mayo 
Meet outside the Warden subway station (Waiden and St. Clair 
Avenue East). Bring lunch. 

• COOK AND EMERY CREEKS - nature walk 
Leader: Gavin Miller 

Humber, North York 

Meet at the southeast corner of Finch Avenue West and Weston Road, 
Bring lunch. 

TORONTO ISLAND - birds lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Ross Harris 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay Street in time to catch 
the 10 am ferry. Bring lunch and membership card. 

TAYLOR CREEK - nature walk Taylor Creek, East York 
Leader: Clayton Lee 
Meet on Victoria Park Avenue just outside the subway station. Bring 
lunch. 

LAKE IROQUOIS SHORELINE - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 
Meet on the northeast corner of Bathurst Street and Davenport Road. 
We will be walking east. Walk will end at another public transit stop. 

EDWARDS GARDENS - nature arts (photography) Wilket Creek, North York 
Leader: Betty Greenacre 
Meet at the snackbar (barn) on the south side of Lawrence Avenue East 
just west of Leslie Street. Bring sketching materials and stool, 
cameras, or just come and enjoy. Lunch optional. 

TORONTO ISLAND - island flora lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Emily Hamilton 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay Street. Bring lunch and 
membership card. 

t> 
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AUGUST OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
August 29 
9 am 

Sunday 
__ O_U_T_O_F- August 30 

10 am TOWN 
to 7 pm 

mini-bus 

LESLIE STREET SPIT · - birds 
Leader: John Barker 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. 

JIM BAILLIE NATURE RESERVE -
Leader: Ann Reynolds 

lakeshore, Toronto 

northeast of Metro 

Call Eileen Ma,o (445-4621) if you want to attend . Confirm by sending 
a cheque for $12.00 payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS RESERVE TRIP 
to Eileen at 405 - 44 Stubbs Dr., Willowdale M2L 2R3 . Bus leaves 
Finch passenger pick-up promptly at 10 am and returns there at 7 pm . 
Bring lunch, waterproof footwear, work gloves, clippers, binoculars, 
cameras, sketching materials, whatever necessary to enjoy a day at 
our own property. Those in cars may meet us there. We plan to have 
dinner in a restaurant on our way back to Toronto to celebrate the 
expansion of our nature reserve. 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE 

Your current membership expires June 30, 1987. To renew your membershi p for 
the year July 1, 1987, to June 30, 1988 and ensure receiving a September news
letter, send payment by June 30, 1981. 

Please renew now to help spread the work-load for our volunteers and to save us 
the expense of sending the renewal notice. 

I wish to Q renew (check name and address on back) 

Remittance enclosed in the amount of: 

Q give a donation>'< 

Q $20 Family (2 adults, same address) 

Q $15 Single 

Q $10 Student 

*Tax receipts issued for donations 

Q $15 Senior Family (2 adults 65+) 
Q $10 Single Senior 

Q $ ___ Donation'>'< 

TFN MEETINGS Visitors welcome 

G E N E R A L M E E T I N G S 
Board of Education Centre, 6th Floor Auditorium 

155 College Street, at McCaul* 

Monday, May 4 at 8:00 p.m. (Coffee at 7:15) 
THOSE FASCINATING AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES ! 
- Bob Johnson, Curator, Metro Toronto Zoo 

The purchase of additional nature reserve /l--, 
land will be voted on at this meeting. r 

Tuesday, Sept. 8 at 8:00 p.m. (Coffee at 7:15) 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

* Free parking in the Board of Education garage on McCaul Street, just below College 

TFN publications, hasti-notes, prints of selected newsletter covers, pins and 
crests are for sale at the General Meetings. 

G R O U P M E E T I N G S 

There wil l not be meetings of the Botany, Bird, Environmental Groups unti l Sept. 

Junior Club: A general meeting will take place at Rattray's Marsh on Saturday, May 2. 
The subject HOW TO BE A SUMMER NATURALIST! will be followed by nature walks in the 
area. For further information, call Pam Kertland at 889-6074 after 7 p .m. 
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 

83 Joicey Boulevard 

SECOND CLASS MAIL 
Registration Number 

6669 

Toronto, Ontario MSM 2T4 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST 

published eight times a year by the Toronto Field Naturalists, a charitable, nonprofit organization, the aims of 
which are to stimulate public interest in natural history and to encourage the preservation of our natural heritage. 

Heleu Juhola 
Diana Banville 
Alexander Cappell 
Eva Davis 
Mildred Eas to 
Eileen Mayo 
Mary-Louise Stewart 

(924-5806) 
(690-1963) 
(663-7738) 
(694-8928) 
(488-0962) 
(445-4621) 
( 960-9860) 

Editorial Committee 

112 - 51 Alexander St., Toronto, Ont. M4Y lB3 
710 - 7 Crescent Place, Toronto, Ont, M4C 5L7 
109 - 35 Cedarcroft Blvd., Willowdale M2R 2Z4 
203 • 1080 Kingston Rd., Scarborough MlH 1N5 
416 - 28 Broadway Ave., Toronto, Ont. M4F 1T5 
405 · 44 Stubbs Dr., Willowdale, Ont. H2L 2R3 
203 - 221 Russell Hill Rd., Toronto M4V 2T3 

Men(>ers are encouraged to submH notices, reports, articles up to l ,S00 words 1n length and illustrations at least 
six weeks before the month in which the event is to take place or the material 1s required to appear. 

Other Publications 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB: 
ITS HISTORY AND CONSTITUTION 

by R.M, Saunders, 1965 ••••••••.••••.••. S .SO 

CHECKLIST OF PLANTS IN FOUR TORONTO 
PARKS: WILKET CREEK, HIGH PARK, HUMBER 
VAL�fY, L.:AMBTON WOODS, 1972 ••••••.•...•••. .SO 

TORONTO THE GREEN, 1976 
Metropolitan Toronto's important natural 
areas are described and reconmendations 
given for their conservation and manage
ment; includes maps, bibliography and 
index .................. , •••••• , , , .. .. • • 2.50 

FIELU CHECKLIST OF PLANTS OF SOUTHERN 
ONTARIO, 1977 .... 5/Sl .00 or .. .. • .. • .. .. • .25 ca. 

TORONTO REGION VERTEBRATE LIST (fishes, 
amphibians,reptiles,ma!llllals),1985 5/$1.00 or ,25 ea. 

TORONTO REGION BIRD LIST, 1985 5/Sl.OO or ,25 ea. 

TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' RAVINE SURVEYS. 
Survey #1-Chatsworth Ravine, 1973 
Survey #2-Brookbanks Ravine, 1974 
Survey #3-Chapman Valley Ravine, 1975 
Survey #4-Wigmore Ravine, 1975 
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