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TFN 396 

TFN MEETINGS Visitors welcome 

General Meetings 
Board of Education Centre. 6th Floor Auditorium 

155 College Street. at Mccaul · 

Monday, May 2, 1988 at 8:00 p.m. (Coffee at 7) 
HUMBER MARSHES by Jane Weninger 
Artwork of Geraldine Goodwin will be on display from 7:00 p.m. 
Time to renew your membership. See page 41. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 6 at 8:00 p.m. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

*Free parking in the Board of Education garage on Mccaul St., south of College. 

TFN publications, hasti-notes, prints of selected newsletter covers, pins and crests are 
for sale at the General Meetings. 

Group Meetings 

Monthly meetings of the Bird, Botany and Environmental Groups will not resume 
until the Fall. Watch for announcements of the time and place of these meetings. 

TFN EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

Helen Juhola (924-5806) 112 - 51 Alexander St., Toronto M4Y 183 
Diana Banville (690-1963) 710 - 7 Crescent Place, Toronto M4C 5L7 
Eva Davis (694-8928) 203 - 1080 Kingston Rd., Scarborough MlN 1N5 
Louise Herzberg (423-8063) 59 Hillside Or., Toronto M4K 2Ml 
Eileen Mayo (445-4621) 405 - 44 Stubbs Or., Willowdale M2L 2R3 
Toshi Oikawa (425-3161) 1063 Pape Ave., Toronto M4K 3W4 
Mary-Louise Stewart (960-9860) 203 - 221 Russell Hill Rd., Toronto M4V 213 

Memb~rs are e~couragedto sub~it notices, reports, articles up to 1,500 words in length 
and 1llustrat1ons at least six weeks before the month in which the event is to take 
place or the material is required to appear. 
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Uha.t's Wroncg W,th this Picture? 
• 

Of course ... 
the nature photographer, the botanist and the birdwatcher 
are all trampling the wildflowers. The botanist is 
criticizing the other two for breaking the flower she has 
in her hand, but doesn't notice that she's doing it too! 
In the height of excitement, it's easy to lose sight of 
the whole picture. 

DB 

(Cartoon by Peg McEwan, after an idea by Mary Smith.) 

For me there can be no better way of learning about birds than that of 
sketching them from life. Not least because the act of drawing allows 
time for simply sitting and looking. Drawing is learning to see afresh ••• 
Often the most valuable result of a field sketch is not the image on 
paper, but the experience of direct involvement with the bird. 

from "Calidris" by Thelma K. Sykes in BBC WILDLIFE, Vol. 5, No. 1, 
Jan. 1987 
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Upcoming TFN 

(NO DOGS) 
OUTINGS 

RAIN Everybody Welcome! 

All outings in Metro Toronto accessible by public transit. TTC RIDE GUIDES 
are FREE at any subway station; also available at the TFN Nature Information 
Centre in Sunnybrook Park, Sunday afternoons (12 pm to 4 pm), May l to 
October 9, 1988. See map on page 41. 

Walks are usually at a leisurely pace and begin and end at the same location 
unless otherwise indicated. 

~ 

FOR FAMILIES 
These outings are to l ocations which are accessible by public 
transit and have convenient parking, washrooms and paths suitable 
for strollers. Several leaders are provided. 

STRENUOUS 
These outings may be long, over steep or wet terrain, have no 
washrooms along the route or provide no opportunity to leave 
before the outing ends. 

Evening rambles usually last about two hours. 

Recommended clothing: sensible footwear -- hiking boots or running shoes 
wide-brimmed hat for protection from sun(+ liquids to prevent dehydration) 
long sleeves and long pants for protection against sun, nettles, poison ivy 

and insects 
light-weight, light coloured clothing (it's cooler and unattractive to insects) 

t>TTC (393-4636) for information about routes and schedules to help you get to 
outings on time 

[>Police (967-2222) for motorbikes in valleys (note licence numbers) 

~Ministry of the Environment (424-3000) for pollution complaints; toll-free V outside Metro (1-800-268-6060) 

Thanks to the following members who organized the summer program: 
Sandy Cappell, Joyce Cave, Mary Cumming, Eva Davis, Ross Harris, Dennis Clarke, 
Phil Joiner, Helen Juhola, Eileen Mayo, Betty Paul, Robin Powell, Merne Powers, 
Mary-Louise Stewart, Richard Aaron, 

HAVE A GOOD SPRING AND SUMMER!!! 



Sunday 
May l 
11 am 

OR 

11 am 

Tuesday 
May 3 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
May 4 
11 am 

Thursday 
May 5 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
May 7 
10 am 

OR 

10 am 

Sunday 
May 8 
10 am 

Tuesday 
May 10 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
May 11 
11 am 

Thursday 
May 12 
6:45 pm 

TFN 396 

ETOBICOKE CREEK - botany Etobicoke Creek, Etobicoke 
Leader: Dennis Clarke 
Meet at the west end of Rathburn Rd. Bring lunch. 

METRO ZOO - amphibians and reptiles Rouge, Scarborough - • 
Leader: Bob Johnson t if 
Meet at the zoo entrance. Bring lunch. Families welcome! 1\\1\1\ 
GLEN STEWART RAVINE - birds 
Leader: Fred Bodsworth 

Toronto 

Meet at the ravine entrance on the south side of Kingston Road just 
west of Beech Ave. 

ETOBICOKE CREEK - nature walk Etobicoke Creek, Etobicoke 
Leader: Isabel Smith 
Meet at the west end of Rathburn Rd. Bring lunch. 

CEDARVALE RAVINE - botany Toronto 
Leader: Judy Hernandez 
Meet at the Heath St. exit of the St. Clair West subway station 
(at Bathurst). 

RIVERDALE FARM - nature arts Don, Toronto 
Leader: Betty Paul 
Meet at the park entrance on Winchester Street just east of Sumacn. 
Bring cameras, sketching materials and stool or just come and enjoy. 
Lunch optional. Bring photos, sketches and crafts so outing can 
end with an informal workshop. 

DERRYDOWN PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Allan Greenbaum 

Black Creek, North York 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Finch Avenue West 
(west of Keele, east of Jane). Lunch optional. 

TAYLOR CREEK - birds Taylor Creek, East York 
Leaders: Don and Barbara Cavan 
Meet on the southwest corner of Woodbine and O'Connor. Lunch optional. 

HUMBER MARSHES - birds Humber, Toronto 
Leaders: Helen Smith and Joan Patterson 
Meet at the Old Mill subway station on the south side of Bloor on 
the west side of the Humber River. Wear long sleeves and slacks 
as protection from poison ivy, nettles and mosquitoes . 

WINDFIELD PARK - nature walk 
Leader: Joan Patterson 

Wilket Creek, North York 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of York Mills Road just 
east of Bayview Avenue. Bring lunch. 

HIGH PARK - botany Toronto 
Leader: Emily Hamilton 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor Street West 
opposite High Park Avenue. 
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MAY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

____ ...., Saturday 
OUT OF May 14 
TOWN 8 am to 

~-----' 

6 pm 

*BUS 

Sunday 
May 15 
10:30 am 

+ 

• Sunday 
i .. ( f May 15 
l\t,.1\1\ 2 pm 

Tuesday 
May 17 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
May 18 
11 am 

Thursday • 
May 19 
6:45 pm 

Monday 
May 23 
9 am 

Tuesday 
May 24 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
May 25 
11 am 

Thursday 
May 26 
6:45 pm 

PRESQU'LE - nature east of Metro 
Leaders : Phil & Gay Joiner 
Call Eileen Mayo (445-4621) if you want to attend . Confirm by 
sending a cheque for $20.00 payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
PRESQU'LE TRIP to Eileen at 405 - 44 Stubbs Dr., Willowdale M2L 2R3. 
Bus leaves from the southeast corner of Yonge and Old York Mills Rd. 
(south exit of York Mil ls station). Bring lunch and a snack as we 
will~ be stopping where there are restaurants. (Washroom on bus .) 

DRIFTWOOD/YORK CAMPUS - trees Black Creek, North York 
Leader: Bill Granger 
Meet at the northwest corner of Sentinel and Murray Ross Parkway . 
Lunch optional. 

HUMBER VALLEY - for families 
Leader: Dan Bone 
Meet at the Old Mill subway station. 

GUILDWOOD - birds 
Leader: Walter Frey 

Humber, Etobicoke/York 

lakeshore, Scarborough 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Guildwood Parkway 
oppositeGalloway Rd. 

METRO ZOO - nature arts 
Leader: Diana Banvil le 

Rouge, Scarborough 

Meet at the zoo entrance. Bring cameras, sketching materia ls and 
stool, sketches, photos and crafts or just come and enjoy an outing 
and informal workshop. Lunch optional. 

WARDEN WOODS - botany 
Leader: Eva Davis 

Taylor Creek , Scarborough 

Meet outside the subway at the southeast corner of Warden and St. 
Clair Avenue East . 

TORONTO ISLANDS - birds lakeshore , Toronto 
Leaders: George Fairfield & Fred Carnrite 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay Street in time t o take 
the 9 am ferry. Bring lunch and membership card. 

ROSETTA McCLAIN GDN •. - birds lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Karin Fawthrop 
Meet on the south side of Kingston Rd. at Gleneverest Rd. (east of 
Birchmount), 

HIGHLAND CREEK - nature walk Highland Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Cathy Heynes 
Meet at the corner of Beechgrove and Coronation. Bring lunch. 

EARL BALES PARK_ botany West Don, North York 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 
Meet at the community centre in the park on the east side of Bathurst 
Street south of Sheppard Avenue West . 

* NO smoking on bus, please! C> 
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MAY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Saturday 
May 28 
10 am 

Sunday 
May 29 
10:30 am 

OR 

10:30 am 

Tuesday 
May 31 
6:45 pm 

METRO ZOO - nature arts 
Leader: Paul Harpley 

Rouge, Scarborough 

Meet at the zoo entrance. Bring cameras, sketching materials and 
stool, sketches, photos, crafts or just come and enjoy an outing and 
informal workshop. Lunch optional. 

EAST DON - nature walk (STRENUOUS) East Don, North York 
Leader: Robin Powell fJ 
Meet on the south side of Finch Avenue East opposite the shopping 
plaza halfway between Bayview and Leslie. Bring lunch. 

MT. PLEASANT CEMETERY - trees Toronto 
Leader: Emily Hamilton 
Meet at the cemetery entrance on the east side of Mt. Pleasant 
south of Davisville. 

HIGH PARK - birds Toronto 
Leader: Verna Higgins 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Bloor St. West opposite 
High Park Rd. 

t:>-
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New City of Toronto trail re-opens part of Don Valley frequented by 
Simcoe, Scadding, Seton and Sauriol to pedestrians this summer. 

8 



Wednesday 
June 1 
11 am 

Thursday 
June 2 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
June 4 
10 am 

Sunday 
June 5 
11 am 

Tuesday 
June 7 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
June 8 
11 am 

Saturday 
June 11 
2 pm 

OR 

2 pm 

Sunday 
June 12 
11 am 

Monday 
June 13 
6:45 pm 

TFN 396 

June 
VYNER RAVINE - nature walk East Don, North York 
Leader: Eileen Mayo 
Meet on the west side of Leslie Street at Bannatyne Drive (not·tri of' York 
Mills). Bring lunch. 

TADDLE CREEK AND UNIVERSITY CAMPUS - evening ramble Toronto 
Leaders: Aarne and Helen Juhola 
Meet at the northwest corner of Bloor St . West and Bedford Rd. 

ERNEST THOMPSON SETON PARK - nature arts West Don, North York 
Leader: Betty Greenacre 
Meet at the foot of the stairs on the south side of Eglinton Avenue 
at Leslie Street. Bring cameras or sketching materials or just come 
and enjoy. Lunch optional. Bring sketches, photos and crafts for 
an informal workshop following the outing. 

East 

ROUGE VALLEY - birds (STRENUOUS) Rouge, 
Leader: Allan Greenbaum 
Meet at the southeast corner of Sheppard Avenue East and 
Drive (by the Glen Eagles Hotel). Bring lunch. 

Scarborough £:I 
Twyn Rivers \ '\I 

BELT LINE - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Nancy Fredenburg 
Meet on the south side of Eglinton Avenue West at Spadina (south-
east corner). Walk will end at the Davisville Subway Station on Yonge. 

ROWNTREE MILLS PARK - nature walk Humber, North York 
Leader: Billie Bridgman 
Meet at the northwest corner of Finch Avenue West and Islington Ave . 
Bring lunch. 

JAMES GARDENS - ferns & wilflowers Humber, Etobie~ke 
Leader: Frank Kershaw 
Meet at the park entrance on Edenbridge Drive (east of Royal York Rd.) 

LOWER DON TRAIL - nature walk (see map on page 8) SI'RFNUOOS Don, Toronto ~ ·. 
Leader: Muriel Miville 
Meet at the southeast corner of King Street East and Sumach St . 
Walk will end at Pottery Road . 

ETOBICOKE CREEK - botany Etobicoke, Etobicoke 
Leader: Dennis Clarke 
Meet at Sherway Drive at the West Mall (opposite Sherway Gardens). 
Bring lunch. 

GARRISON CREEK - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 
Meet at the northeast corner of Bloor St. West and Christie St . 
Walk will end at Bathurst and Niagara St. 

9 
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JUNE OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Wednesday 
June 15 
10: 30 am 

Saturday 
June 18 
9 am 

Sunday 
June 19 
2 pm 

+ 

9:30 pm 

Tuesday 
June 21 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
June 22 
11 am 

Saturday 
June 25 
10 am 

Sunday 
June 26 

* all day 

Wedne sday 
June 29 
11 am 

Thursday 
June 30 
6:45 pm 

* Brighton 

COLBORNE LODGE - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Miriam Faibish 
Meet at the lodge on Colborne Lodge Dr. just north of the Queensway. 
Bring cameras, sketching materials and stool, photos, sketches, 
crafts or just come and enjoy an outing and an informal workshop . 
Lunch optional. 

WILKET CREEK - birds 
Leader: Don Peuramaki 

Wilket Creek, North York 

Meet at the park entrance on the west side of Leslie Street just 
north of Eglinton Avenue East. Bring lunch. 

TAYLOR CREEK - for families Taylor Creek, East York 
Leader: Anna Leggat 
Meet on the southwest corner of Woodbine and O'Connor. 

OWEN PUBLIC SCHOOL - stars 
Leader: Jeff Nadir 

North York 

Meet at the northeast corner of Birchwood and Gordon (north of York 
Mills and west of Bayview). Call Jeff one hour before outing is to 
begin if you are wondering about the weather (226-1904). 

ROSEDALE STATION - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader: Dr. Nick Badenhuizen 
Meet at the Rosedale subway station. Walk will end at St. Clair 
and Bathurst. 

MOCASSIN TRAIL - nature walk East Don, North York 
Leader: Margaret Shanks 
Meet at the southeast corner of Don Mills Road and The Donway East. 
Bring lunch. Walk may end at Eglinton and Wynford. 

YORK CAMPUS - nature walk Black Creek, North York 
Leader: Gavin Miller 
Meet at the corner of Sentinel and Murray Ross Parkway. Lunch optional. 

JIM BAILLIE NATURE RESERVE - nature 
Leader: 

northeast of Metro 

Bring lunch, waterproof footwear, cameras, binoculars, field guides 
and your ~uide to the Nature Reserve. Plan to meet for lunch at the 
shelter at 12:30 pm. Visitors to the reserve are asked to send 
obervations to the TFN at 20 College St., Unit 4, Toronto MSG 1K2. 
Please include date, location, species and any interesting observations. 

MIMICO CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Vera CooKe 

Mimico Creek, Etobicoke 

Meet at Kingsmill Secondary School on the east side of Royal York Rd. 
at Coney Rd. (south of Bloor St. West) . Bring lunch. 

HOGG'S HOLLOW - evening ramble West Don, North York 
Leader: Betty Paul 
Meet at the southeast corner of Yonge and Old York Mills (south exit 
of York Mills subway station). 

Field Naturalists plan to arrive about 10:30 am. 

10 
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Friday 
July 1 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
July 2 
11 am 

Sunday 
July 3 
11 am 

Wednesday 
July 6 
11 am 

Thursday 
July 7 
6:45 pm 

Sunday 
July 10 
11 am 

Tuesday 
July 12 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
July 13 
11 am 

Saturday 
July 16 
10 am 

Sunday 
July 17 
11 am 

+ 

4 pm 

TFN 396 

July 
SUMMERHILL - evening ramble Rosedale Brook, Toronto 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 
Meet outside the Summerhill subway station. 

GLENDON CAMPUS - nature arts West Don, North York 
Leader: Diana Banville 
Meet at the gates to Glendon on the east side of Bayview at Lawrence 
Avenue East. Bring cameras, sketching materials and stool, photos, 
sketches, crafts or just come and enjoy an outing and an informal 
workshop. Lunch optional. 

BIRKDALE RAVINE - birds Highland Creek, Scarborough 

Leader: Karin Fawthrop 
Meet at the park entrance on the west side of Brimley Road north of 
Lawrence Avenue East. Lunch optional. 

PINE HILLS CEMETERY - nature walk Taylor Creek, Scarborough 
Leader: Eileen Mayo _ 
Meet at the cemetery entrance on the west side of Kennedy Road (north 
of St. Clair East). Bring lunch. 

TODMORDEN MILLS - evening ramble 
Leader: Jan Anderson 

Don Valley, East York 

Meet at the entrance to Todmorden on the south side of Pottery Road 
(down the hill from Broadview and Mortimer). 

EAST POINT - nature walk (STRENUOUS) lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Robin Powell ~ 
Meet on the east side of Morningside Avenue where it crosses the 
railway tracks north of the Guildwood Parkway. Bring lunch. 

EARL BALES PARK - evening ramble 
Leader: Joan Patterson 

West Don, North York 

Meet at the community centre in the park on the east side of Bathurst 
Street south of Sheppard Avenue West. 

EAST POINT - nature walk lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Betty Greenacre 
Meet at the corner of Beechgrove and Coronation. Bring lunch . 

SMYTHE PARK - nature walk Black Creek, York 
Leader: Gavin Miller 
Meet at the park entrance on the east side of Scarlett Road (north 
of St. Clair Avenue West). Lunch optional. 

ETOBICOKE CREEK - botany Etobicoke Creek, Etobicoke 
Leader: Dennis Clarke 
Meet at the west end of Rathburn Road. Bring lunch. 

TODMORDEN MILLS - for families Don Valley, East York 
Leader: Muriel Miville 
Meet at the entrance to Todmorden on the south side of Pottery Road 
(down the hill from Broadview and Mortimer). Bring a picnic supper . 

t> 
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JULY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Monday 
July 18 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
July 20 
10:30 am 

Sunday 
July 24 
7 pm 

Tuesday 
July 26 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
July 27 
11 am 

Saturday 
July 30 
8 am 

Sunday 
July 31 
1:30 pm 

GARRISON CREEK - evening ramble Toronto 
Leader : Sandy Cappell 
Meet outside the Christie Station on Bloor Street West. Walk will 
end at St. Clair Avenue West. 

MUIR GARDENS - nature arts 
Leader : Annette Webb 

Burke Brook, Toronto 

Meet at the gardens on the west side of Yonge Street two blocks south 
of Lawrence. Lunch optional. Bring cameras, sketching materials 
and stool, photos, sketches, crafts or just come and enjoy an outing 
and informal workshop. 

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO CAMPUS - birds 
Leader: Ross Harris 

Toronto 

Meet on the northwest corner of College St. and University Ave. 
We will be looking for chimney swifts and nighthawks. 

VICTORIA PARK - evening ramble Taylor Creek, East York 
Leader: Melanie Milanich 
Meet outside the Victoria Park subway station. 

MIMICO CREEK - nature walk Mimico Creek, Etobicoke 
Leader: Cathy Heynes 
Meet at the entrance to Echo Valley Park on the west side of Kipling 
Avenue north of Burnhamthorpe. Bring lunch. Walk will end at 
Rathburn ana Martingrove. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader : Don Burton 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. Bring lunch. 

CENTENNIAL PARK - nature walk Scarborough 
Leader : Raphael Sussman 
Meet at the southeast corner of Meadowvale and Dean Park Rd. (Generation 
Blvd.) 

QUESTIONS TO SUBWAY MOUSE 

What mouse myths explain the trains? 
The repeated rumbling roar, 
the screech of steel singing to steel? 
How many mice must be sacrificed 
before the great god spreads his manna 
of potato chips between the tracks 
and lit ters his wind with candy wrappers? 

Louise Herzberg 
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Wednesday 
August 3 
11 am 

Thursday 
August 4 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
August 6 
10:30 am 

Wednesday 
August 10 
11 am 

Friday 
August 12 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
August 13 
9 am 

Sunday 
August 14 
4 pm 

Wednesday 
August 17 
10 am 

Thursday 
August 18 
6:45 pm 

Saturday 
August 20 
all day 

TFN 396 

August 
NEWTONBROOK RAVINE - nature walk 
Leaders: Joan Patterson & Maureen Allain 

Newton Brook, North York 

Meet on the east side of Bayview Avenue at Elmira (south of Finch 
Avenue East). Bring lunch. 

UNDERGROUND TORONTO - evening ramble (geology) Toronto 
Leader: Ed Freeman 
Meet at the southwest corner of Bay and Front. Walk will end at 
Dundas and Yonge. 

QUEEN'S PARK - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Betty Paul 
Meet at the northwest corner of Queen's Park and Wellesley St . West. 
Bring cameras, sketching materials and stool, photos, sketches, 
crafts or just come and enjoy an outing and informal workshop. 
Lunch optional. 

EAST POINT - nature walk lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Betty Greenacre 
Meet at the corner of Beechgrove and Cornonation. Bring lunch. 

HUMBER MARSHES - evening ramble 
Leader: Jane Weninger 
Meet outside the Old Mill subway station. 

TORONTO ISLANDS - birds 
Leader : Ilmar Talvila 

Humber River, Toronto 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay Street in time to take 
the 9 am ferry. Bring lunch and membership card. 

West Don, North York G,ROSS LORD PARK - for families 
Leader: Sandy Cappell 
Meet at the park entrance on the east side of 
of Finch Avenue West. Bring a picnic supper . 

.. .. 
Dufferin Street north~{i~ 

HARBOURFRONT - nature arts 
Leader: Geraldine Goodwin 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the southwest corner of Bay and Front. Bring cameras, 
sketching materials and stool, photos, sketches, crafts or just come 
and enjoy an outing and informal workshop, Lunch optional. 

WARDEN WOODS - evening ramble 
Leader: Eva Davis 

Taylor Creek, Scarborough 

Meet outside the Warden subway station at the southeast corner of 
Warden and St. Clair Avenue East. 

JIM BAILLIE NATURE RESERVE - nature 
Leader: 

northeast of Metro 

Bring lunch, waterproof footwear, cameras, binoculars, field guides 
and your Guide to the Nature Reserve. Plan to meet for lunch at the 
shelter at 12:30 pm. Visitors to the reserve are asked to send 
observations to the TFN at 20 College St., Unit 4, Toronto M5G 1K2. 
Please include date, location, species and interesting observations. 

C> 
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AUGUST OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Sunday 
August 21 
11 am 

Tuesday 
August 23 
6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
August 24 
11 am 

Saturday 
August 27 
8 am 
+ 

Saturday 
August 27 
9 am 

Sunday 
August 28 
11 am 

Monday 
"Ir August 29 

6:45 pm 

Wednesday 
August 31 
11 am 

ETOBICOKE CREEK - botany Etobicoke Creek, Etobicoke 
Leader: Dennis Clarke 
Meet on the north side of Lakeshore Blvd. where it crosses Etobicoke 
Creek. Bring lunch. 

BURKE BROOK - evening ramble Burke Brook, Toronto 
Leaders: Geoff and Eileen Chopping 
Meet at the southeast corner of Yonge and Lawrence. 

LAMBTON PARK - nature walk Humber River, York 
Leader: Isabel Smith 
Meet at the park entrance on the north side of Dundas Street West 
just east of where it crosses the Humber River. Bring lunch. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: John Barker 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. Bring lunch. 

TORONTO ISLANDS - botany lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Paul McGaw 
Meet at the ferry docks at the foot of Bay St. in time to catch the 
9 am ferry. Bring lunch and membership card. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - botany lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Dr. Nick Badenhuisen 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. Bring lunch. 

LOWER DON VALLEY - evening ramble Don Valley, Toronto 
Leader: Muriel Miville 
Meet in the parkette on the east side of Broadview Avenue just north 
of Danforth Avenue. Walk will end at Parliament St. 

EAST DON - nature walk 
Leader: Maureen Allain 

East Don, North York 

Meet at the shopping plaza on the north side of Finch Avenue East 
halfway between Bayview and Leslie. Bring lunch. 

□ 

Bladder campion 
is one of our most 
common wildflowers 
of summer. It is 
related to pinks 
and carnations and 
comes to us from 
Europe. 

* Sunset is a 7:58 pm. 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

The Nominating Committee, consisting of Jean Macdonald (immediate Past President) 
as Chairman and Mary Smith and Helen Juhola (Past Presidents) appointed by the 
Board on December 23, 1987, recommends the following slate of nominees to the 
Board for the 1988-89 year: 

President Robin Powell 

Vice President 

Immediate Past President Phil Joiner 

Directors due to retire in 1989 Aarne Juhola 
Eileen Mayo 
Mary-Louise Stewart 

Directors due to retire in 1990 Allan Greenbaum 
Joan Patterson 
Karin Fawthrop 

Directors due to retire in 1991 Melanie Milanich 
Eva Davis 
Ilmar Talvila 

TFN By-law No. 1, Section 5(g) provides that "any three members may submit, in 
writing, to the Secretary-Treasurer by July 15th the name of a candidate 
accompanied by the written consent of the nominee. Such nominations shall be 
published in the September issue of the newsletter and the names of such nominees 
shall be added to the list of candidates submitted by the Nominating Committee". 
The Secretary-Treasurer is Aarne Juhola, 112 - 51 Alexander St., Toronto M4Y 1B3. 

According to TFN By-law No. 1, Section 5(b), "If an election is required, it 
shall be by ballot mailed to all members . Ballots may be mailed to the auditor 
or deposited at the annual general meeting prior to the commencement of the 
meeting. The ballots will be tabulated by the auditor who shall announce the 
results." 

INTRODUCTION: 

Melanie Milanich was interested in conservation of the environment before she 
came to Toronto from St. Catharines where she was secretary of the Niagara
Bruce Trail Club. In 1978 she became active in TFN's Environment Group and 
served as its leader until 1986. Melanie has led outings and arranged an 
interesting "inning" for us at the Metropolitan Toronto Reference Library where 
she works. She was also involved several years ago with the Waterfront 
Committee publicizing the Spit to Toronto citizens. 

Jean Macdonald 
Chairman, Nominating Committee 

ADDITIONAL NOMINATIONS 

Phil Joiner, Robin Powell and Aarne Juhola nominated Eileen Mayo for Vice 
President and Eileen accepted. 

Phil Joiner, Robin Powell and Aarne Juhola nominated Dennis Clarke as a 
director to complete the balance of Eileen Mayo's term and Dennis accepted. 
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INTRODUCTIONS: 

TFN 396 

Eileen Mayo is retired from nursing administration. She has been involved with 
the newsletter, outings committee, and promotion. She has led outings, helped 
with the Sunnybrook nature information centre and has been in charge of volunteers 
for the membership and publication sales at monthly meetings. 

Dennis Clarke is a keen amateur botanist who has led outings and been involved 
recently with the outings committee and in the preparation of a checklist of 
plants for Metro Toronto. He works in advertising research. 

Aarne Juhola 
Secretary/Treasurer 

D 

Combination for lock to Jim Baillie Nature Reserve is 24, 30, 4. 
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Keepingintouch • • • 
Dear Madam, March 17, 1988 

The Authority is in receipt of a copy of your letter of February 29, 1988 to the 
Honourable James Bradley. I wish to advise you that the Authority shares your 
concern about the storage of PCB contaminated material within any floodplain 
area. Unfortunately, this was somewhat of an emergency situation where storage 
facilities were required immediately and this site appeared to be the only site* 
available. The Authority, therefore, had to ensure that the material was 
stored in the safest possible manner with regard to the implications of flooding. 

The Authority was assured by Proctor and Redfern Limited, the engineers 
responsible for design of the storage facility, that the weight of the 
containers, in combination with the anchoring provided, was sufficient to ensure 
that the containers would not be dislodged during a major flood event. In 
addition, the containers provide sufficient storage to retain any material which 
might spill from the barrels inside the containers. 

The Authority took steps to ensure that storage in this location will be 
temporary and that it will be reviewed on an annual basis to a maximum of three 
years. The Authority does not support the storage of hazardous materials in the 
regional floodplain and will continue to endeavour to prevent such occurrences 
in the future. 

*See also TFN 395, page 6. W.A. McLean, General Manager 

t>Ed. Note. 

Metro Toronto & Region Conservation 
Authority 

Members who are alarmed at this situation should send their concerns 
to the Hon. James Bradley, Minister of the Environment, 15th floor, 
135 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto M4V 1P5 

To the Editor, March 23, 1988 

I would like to call upon the knowledge of fellow TFN members to assist me in 
what may be a serious environmental hazard. 

A sure sign of spring, in our area, is the tapping of the sugar maples. 
Production of maple syrup varies from small family operations to commercial 
enterprises involving thousands of trees. 

Traditional syrup production involved the gathering and boiling of sap over wood 
fires; however, over the past several years many of the local producers have 
been burning rubber tires to boil sap. The countryside is dotted with pillars 
of black smoke. 

Closer examination of such operations finds scores of tires piled, and ready to 
be thrown into the boiling ovens. The roar of the fire can be heard hundreds 
of feet away. Producers claim a faster, cheaper, less labour intensive operation. 
The smoke belching from these chimneys coats the nearby trees with waxy smoke, 
the air is heavy and wildlife is visibly non-existent. Syrup ready for 
packaging must be carefully protected so as not to take on the pungent smell of 
burning rubber. 

To have the opportunity to take advantage of such a rich resource would seem to 
me to be reason enough to protect it. I fear the burning of rubber tires 
compromises not only the resource but the natural envir·onment.as a whole. 

My knowledge of the environmental hazards of burning rubber tires is limited. 
Am I over-reacting? Your comments please. 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

Ed . Note. A call to the Ministry of Environment (MOE) pollution complaint 
office in Toronto (965-9619) elicited the answer that this complaint 
would have to be made to the MOE London office (519-661- 2200) or 
to call toll free ask the operator for Zenith 33220 during business 
hours. Members in Toronto are reminded that pollution complaints 
can be made 24-hours a day, 7 days a week by calling 965-9619 in 
Toronto. This number is for emergencies. Non-emergency complaints 
are better sent in writing to the Ministry. HJ 

Dear Ms Banville, March 25, 1988 

I was a bit surprised by the note in the recent TFN newsletter that red squirrels 
have not been regularly seen in Metro Toronto. I am writing to report one (at 
least I think it is only one) that regularly runs along the phone lines in our 
backyard just two blocks southwest of Finch and Yonge . I have seen him/her/them 
for two years now, the last time was this past weekend. 

You can trust my identification. It is not an eastern grey squirrel, although 
interestingly some of those in the neighbourhood do sport a noticeably reddish 
tail. 

To my knowledge, the red squirrel has never visited our bird feeder unlike his/ 
her/their larger cousins (it is close to the house) but it does come down and 
pick up melon seeds etc. from the top of our compost box. 'There are some large 
spruce trees in the area and I have the impression it nests there. 

Michal J. Bardecki 

Ed. Note. We've also received a detailed report from Reta McWhinnie and a phone 
call from Martha Wallace on the red squirrel. Any more reports? 

This Month's Cover 
Related to fumitory, bleeding-heart, 
corydalis, and Dutchman's breeches, 
squirrel corn is considered to be close 
to the poppies. It is not common in 
the Toronto Region but has been seen 
in the Rouge Valley. We were surprised 
to discover it in Gwendolyn Park on 
the outing led by Martha Wallace on 
May 7, 1986, at the foot of the wooded 
slope a t the edge of the golf-course. 
Betty Paul and I had to watch out for 
golf- balls as we sketched. 

The flowers are white and the leaves 
formed a cushion around them. 

DB 

DB 
D 

"Squirrel Corn in Bloom" 
field sketch by Diana Banville 

D 
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TORONTO REGION Amphibian & Reptile REPORT 

You may wonder what happens to the lists of species compiled during your outings. 
The outing's leader records all the speci~s seen by the participants of each 
field trip and these are sent to Joyce Cave. Members of the editorial 
committee use these as the basis for their reports on the highlights of field 
trips which are summarized in the newsletter. Lists of sightings are also 
prepared for special projects such as this amphibian and reptile summary. 

This year it was Diana Banville who tabulated all your sightings from the 
outings reports. I record all observations telephoned or mailed to me and I 
receive several summaries and lists from regular contributors. As well, my 
own sightings from my field work all over the Metro area are added to this 
summary. · 

I must begin the 1987 amphibian and reptile summary with a comment 
"I can't get over the response on outings reports. The interest in 
and reptiles is three times as much as that drawn by the mammals". 
I must thank all of the TFN membership. 

from Diana : 
amphibians 
For that, 

In 1987 there were 151 sightings of 16 species between March 8 and October 30. 
(This compares with earliest and latest dates of April 5 to November 25 in 1983; 
April 2 to October 16 in 1984; April 3 to November 13 in 1985; and March 29 to 
October 15 in 1986.) The first sightings on March 8 extend the duration of the 
amphibian and reptile season by three weeks and was undoubtedly a result of 
the warm spring which greeted us last year. 

The first red-backed salamanders were found April 17 which is the earliest 
sighting of this species since the inventory began in 1982. Several of those 
sighted were lead phase individuals which are characteristized by a lead 
coloured back instead of the usual red stripe down the back. Other sightings 
of this species in th~ fall (October 5 to 23) coincides with a renewed ·period of 
activity and feeding during .the co~l, wet days which precede winter hibernation. 

On April 9 we had the second report of toads .calling from a flooded swimming 
pool cover in the St. Clair and Birchmount area. In fact, Paul McGaw was 
truly enthralled with this next door "pond". Toads continued to call from this 
temporary pond until June 3 (perhaps · because no females were attracted to the 
site)·. The first such record of toads using swimming pool covers occurred in 
1985 with the toads observed calling on May l of that year. 

The first toad eggs were found on April 18; May .10 was the latest record for 
toad eggs. On April 26 I found toad eggs with embryos just about to wriggle 
out of their gelatinous incubator. This pond, in the Humher Valley, was 
surrounded by homes1 yet had about 30 strings of eggs wrapped about submerged 
twigs and cattail stalks in about 12 inches of water. 

Gray treefrogs were heard calling in the Rouge valley on September 1. Fall 
choruses or "rain calls" are a common occurrence in this species. 

The latest sighting of an amphibian occurred on October 29 when many toads were 
observed crossing a road at night, just after a rainshower. The temperature 
was -3°C! 

Many road kills of toads, green frogs and leopard frogs between September 9 
(after rain) _and September 29 . (after rain) would indicate that this was the 
peak period of fall migration. The frogs which hibernate underwater would be 
moving towards a pond or slow-moving river while toads seek out sandy pockets 
of soil in which to burrow below the frost line. 

C> 
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AMPHIB I ANS AND REPTIL ES (cont'd) 

Mating in snapping turtles began April 17 with the first eggs laid May 30 (two 
weeks earlier than the previous year)~ Eggs began to hatch about September 2. 
On April 19 midland painted turtles were found stranded in shallow water at 
York University -- yet another indication of the dry spring. A nest of painted 
turtle eggs was observed to have hatched in the last week of October. Three 
Blanding's turtles, one of which was removed from the road, were spotted on the 
Leslie Street spit. This is the first record of this species on that intriguing 
finger of wildlands. Once again a map turtle was found in the Rouge River and 
there was a possible sighting of another map turtle in the east section of the 
newly formed Humber Bay Park. 

Park Drive Ravine, Curity Ravine and Keelesdale park were the locations of 
smooth green snakes -- in my opinion our most beautiful snake. Many small 
milk snakes reported around August 29 would indicate that this is the period 
when milk snake eggs are hatching. 

Typicall~, northern brown and garter snakes were the first to be seen in 1987. 
Garter snakes were found as early as March 8 with both snakes observed with some 
frequency around March 18. These snakes were active about two weeks earlier 
than other years. Despite their early appearance, a school class planting trees 
discovered a cold, stiff brown snake on April 28. The air temperature was 6°C 
and the snake was warmed in the hands of their teacher, Janice Palmer, as the 
fascinated schoolchildren looked on. Janice. reported, "They got· first-hand 
knowledge of what being cold-blooded is about... We understood what cold
blooded is but until you see it .•• ~" an interesting field lesson for this 
class of children. 

During an outing at Todmordert Mills on April 25. another seven brown snakes were 
found along with eleven garter snakes! · On the Leslie Street spit garter snakes 
were observed basking near their hibernaculum on March 29 and ·congregating at 
a hole in rubble on September 26. Once again, several "black as coal", 
melanistic gar-ter snakes were observed on the spit. 

Red-belly snakes were only observed between September 11 and October 30. Duri ng 
the summer they are .secretive snakes and in the fall they are more visible as 
they move towards woodland hibernation sites. In the Toronto area, habitat 
mosaics are important for this species, as they tend to feed in old fields 
during the summer and return. to woodlands for the winter. Movement peaks on 
warm days especially following evening rain in late Septembe·r. I found one 
red-belly snake crossing a road on September 14. The air temperature was a 
pleasant 22°C while the snake, on the heated asphalt, had a body temperature of 
29°C. T.his ability to thermoregulate behaviourally puts to rest any notion 
of reptil-es being "cold blooded". 

Again this year, a half mile section of Scarborough road bordered by a woodlot 
and field was a busy thoroughfare. The following numbers of dead and live 
snakes were observed on the road: 

SPECIES DATES DEAD ON ROAD LIVE 

Garter snake Sept. 9 to Sept. 30 11 
Brown snake Sept. 9 to Oct. 19 34 8 
Red-belly snake Sept. 11 to Oct. 30 10 4 
Milk snake Sept. 22 1 

56 + Tz = 

t> 
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AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES (cont'd) 

As you read this 1987 report, the spring of 1988 is upon us and our amphibians 
and reptiles will be active once again. Please send sightings of any amphibian 
or reptile along with location, date, size and any interesting ebservations to 

[>Bob Johnson, Metro Toronto Zoo, P.O. Box 280, West Hill, Ontario MlE 4R5 or 
call 392-5968, 

My thanks to the following who contributed to the 1987 report: J. Armstrong, 
D. Banville, B. Bridgman, M. Campbell, S. Cappell, S. Chapman, E. Chopping, 
G. Chopping, J. Cranmer-Byng, E. Davis, A. Greenbaum, J. Garratt, B. Greenacre, 
C. Goodwin, E. Hamilton, C. Heynes, H. Huggett, K. Irie, H. Juhola, D. Jonak, 
H. Markus, F. Mason, T. Mason, P. McGaw, G. Miller, N. Murr, J. Palmer, 
A. Reynolds, J. Robb, I. Smith, D. Soyers. 

Species found in 1987: red-backed salamander, American toad, gray treefrog, 
western chorus frog, green frog, leopard frog, wood frog, snapping turtle, 
midland painted turtle, Blanding's turtle, map turtle, milk snake, smooth green 
snake, northern brown snake, red-belly snake and eastern garter snake. 

Bob Johnson 

"Scavenger Hunt" Outing 

Don't forget to carry plastic bags on all outings 
for collecting litter, 

21 
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Nature Arts Group QefX)rl 

The weather was great for our summer Arts outings - sunny and mild or very hot. 
Attendance varied from 8 to 15. Mary Cumming led the first three outings. 
May 9, on the grounds of Sunnybrook Hospital, sketches were of wooded scenes, 
statues and flowers. After lunch, under a tree, we viewed them, and discussed 
watercolour and oil paintings we had seen in the main building of the hospital. 

On a tour of the Ontario Legislature, Queen's Park, May 27, points of interest 
were explained by a tour guide. Early Canadian paintings are on the third floor 
(where the tour began). After the west part of the building was destroyed by 
fire, it was restored to match the eastern section. There are paintin~s which 
Egerton Ryerson brought back from Europe - they were "copied" from "the masters" 
and therefore not signed except on the back; however, they have recently been 
restored and markers will eventually be put up beside them. In the Legislative 
Assembly room, all wood carving was done by hand; the carvers were not allowed 
to "sign" their work, so they carved their own likenesses. After the tour, 
the group concluded the outing in the basement cafeteria. 

Although the meeting point was the Science Centre on June 13, the sketchers did 
their work in the ravine, outside an exit at the bottom of the escalators. 

On June 24, Gera ldine Goodwin took charge in High Park, on July 11, Martha 
Wallace at Riverdale Farm, and on July 22 we were at Mirvish Village with Betty 
Paul. The temperature was in the 3O°C range for these three outings, and that 
is HOT! A shady spot to sit was top priority. To quote Betty in her report 
"We were able to find cool places under the trees, from which to sketch, and 
spent a pleasant coup le of hours - until delivery trucks began to arrive and 
inhibit our view. " We went to McDonald's where we had lunch, viewed each other's 
work and shared ideas, in an air-conditioned dining-area. 

Mary Cumming was the leader at the Guild Inn gardens on August 8; it was cooler, 
25°C. On August 26, though cloudy , it was a good day for photography at Edwards 
Gardens with Betty Greenacre. 

We welcome new members to the Nature Arts Group. It is not necessary to be an 
"artist" - all sketchers, watercolour-painters, doodlers, photographers, are 
welcome, or bring your lunch (and your knitting or any other craft, if that 
appeals to you) and enjoy the scenery and the company. A folding camp-stool, 
shady hat or sunglasses, clothing to protect you from insects, and a cold drink 
will add to your comfor t on summer outings . 

Joyce Cave 

Photography is an important means of communication •.. It can be the 
springboard for useful work •.. Pictures of wildlife, unspoilt countryside 
can be used to remind others of the richness of some environment, just 
as pictures of the grubbing-up of hedgerows, the felling of broad-leaf 
woodland, a polluted river, or a pesticide-poisoned bird can be weapons 
in the fight against the devastation. 

from LANDSCAPE AND NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY by Richard Muir, George Philip, 
London, 1986 

D 

Rea l living is about answering worthwhilechallenges; landscape and nature 
photography offer such challenges in copious measure. 

from LANDSCPAE AND NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY by Richard Muir, George Philip, London, 1986 
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Look for 
this 
"turtle 
with 
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a 
smile" 
in Metro. 

It's the 
one with 
an • 
all-yellow 
chin. 

Call 
Bob Johnson 
at Metro Zoo 
392-5900 
to report, 

--~=-~·~:=--=-- :_-. . ··------~=-·--

So you want to be a naturalist . .. 

~~~~?··=~----':. 
- --

. ·--
- _;~---

1'. -

Take advantage of summer programs. If you're thinking of goin g 
to camp, you don't have to go far. Here are some day camps you 
can get in touch with, all of whom have nature programs: 
TORONTO NATURE CENTRE, Branksome Hall, 10 Elm Avenue (near the 
Sherbourne subway stop) - Cal 1 Jim Lovisek 364-7884. 

ADVENTURE IN NATURE DAY CAMP, organized by your local YMCA. Cal 1 
Metro Centrul 921-5171; West 763~1193; East 694-1159. 

KORTRIGHT NATURE DAY CAMP, call Metro Region Conservation 661-6600 
extension 256. 
If you want to go farther afield: 
CAMP ALLSAW on Soyer Lake in the Haliburton Highlands offers 
"land, water, and creative environmental activity". For informa
tion, call the director, S. G. Hambly 249-4517. 

DB 
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I UNGULATES 

The last of the six orders of mammals in the Toronto Region is 
that of the hoofed mammals - the Ungulates . Only one family is 
represented, that of the deer, with 0nly one species found here. 

WHITETAIL DEER 

Head-and-body length 
(of ra ce found in Ontario): 

buck 160 cm (antlers shed 
each year) 

doe 145 cm (no antlers) 

Colour : 

summer coat reddish 
(fawn reddish with 
1 ight spots) 

winter coat blue-grey 

Ref .: WHITE-TAILED DEER by R. C. Passmore (Hinterland Who's Who, 
Canadian Wildlife Service, Environment Canada 1973) 
THE WHITE-TAILED DEER IN ONTARIO by H. L. Smith et al. 
(Ontario Ministry of the Environment, 1983). 
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Strange Sightings 
BALCONY HAWK 

On the morning of February 26, 1988 I saw the most amazing sight from my 
apartment dining room window. There in all its majesty, was a large red-tailed 
hawk sitting in the sun on the balcony railing of the apartment opposite me. 
Initially I couldn't believe what I saw, and thought it must be one_ of the 
dummy birds that some residents place on their balconies to keep the pigeons 
away. However, when the head moved, I knew it was for real. While I watched, 
it flew off and soared between the three buildings at about the 15th floor 
level before it turned south back to High Park at the end of the street. 

I will never forget this once in a lifetime opportunity to see this magnificent 
bird at such close quarters. 

Eleanor Hawkett 

Ed. note: The P.S. on this note was "I'm sure my name had nothing t o do with it??" 

SALMON IN THE DON 

I would like to report a sighting which might be of interest to Toronto Field 
Naturalists. In October of 1987, I was working for the company which built 
the walking path that follows the Don River south of Pottery Road. As I was 
walking north on the path towards Pottery Road one morning (about October 17), 
I saw some strange activity in the river, just under the railroad bridge, which 
crosses the Don River just south of Pottery Road. Upon closer inspection, I 
discovered that what I was observing was salmon trying to make their way up the 
Don to spawn. There were quite a few in the river, and I observed them in the 
area for about three days. 

I discussed this discovery with the other men on the crew and they said that 
they had been observing salmon in the river for some time, down by Gerrard Street 
bridge. Although they could not give an exact date, it was believed that the 
fish were first spotted in the first week of September and they were spotted 
usually after heavy rains. The salmon were very large, about two feet in length, 
and looked to weigh about twenty pounds. 

Peter Wilton 

EARLY FLOWERING COLTSFOOT 

Further to Isabel Smith's observations of early blooming in 1987 (see TFN 395, 
page 11, April) -- this year (1988) I was surprised to find coltsfoot blooming 
in a sheltered spot along the banks of a Black Creek tributary at York University 
on March 11 (the same day I noticed the arrival of numbers of redwing blackbirds 
and killdeer). 

Minute wild flowers 
nestled in a wooded glen. 
I knelt to see them. 

Allan Greenbaum 

haiku by J. Kenneth Cook 
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STRANGE SIGHTINGS (cont'd) 

CAROLINA WREN OVERWINTERS AT GRAVENHURST 

As early as September last year (1987) I noticed a wren-shaped bird foraging 
on the ground under some wooden steps at our cottage near Gravenhurst. As it 
flew off into the spruce trees, I thought it looked slightly "tannish" and 
couldn't quite think what it could be. It seemed too big to be a wren! As we 
are very busy renovating and don't have much spare time, I didn't persue the 
bird but I just knew there was something flitting about that I couldn't identify. 

On Boxing Day I was thrilled to see a large wren (there was no doubt!) on the 
suet basket at our feeder station. She stayed there quite a long time and we 
got such a good look at her that we could clearly identify her as a Carolina 
Wren. The only snag was that all the booksI consulted assured me that it was 
very unlikely that it could be a Carolina Wren in the Muskokas and, even if it 

were, it was unlikely to survive the winter. 

After several weekends of watching the bird and seeing that she was surviving 
nicely on a diet of suet and nuts, I began to realize that I had something 
very special to report and I called Cyril Fry, the editor of the Muskoka Field 
Naturalists' publication "Wakerobin", primarily because I felt I needed 
confirmation from an expert. Cyril called one of the local experts (there are 
three who are in competition to see the most Muskoka birds) and we soon had 
confirmation that "Jenny" is indeed a Thryothorus ludovicianus. We have now had 
many interested and interesting visitors to see our winter guest including 
three doctors from Orillia, and one enthusiast took me further afield to see 
a redbreasted woodpecker. 

You may wonder why I arbitrarily call her "Jenny", but I think she must be 
female as she is so peristent and resourceful. She has made herself a "nest" 
in some insulation inside the end of our building. It is just a hole formed 
to the shape of her body in the squashed-down insulation, but it shelters her 
from the worst of the cold. She hops about on the rafters and is quite 
friendly. When she is hungry she goes out of a little hold near the floor, 
flies the length of the cottage underneath or through the basement rooms which 
are under construction and pops up by the feeder outside our living-room 
window. Her meal times are quite regularly every two hours from 8 am to 4 pm 
with an occasional snack in between. She has quite a bit of opposition at the 
feeder but she can hold her own, although she is very cautious, bobbing and 
looking around all the time. 

I am told that Carolina Wrens haven't been seen in the Muskokas since the 
early 197Os, but there is another one at Parry Sound this winter, so wouldn't 
it be nice if Jenny and "he" could get together this spring!! 

Jenny's main competitor for food is a little red squirrel who also lives in 
with us . He stole half a coconut which I put beside her nest so that she 
wouldn't have to go out into the cold on the worst days. We haven't found the 
coconut yet, but we did find a few bread sticks and pieces of bacon which had been 
put by for a rainy day inside a roll of roofing felt! He is a cheeky little 
beggar who also sits on the roof rafters and watches us. 

Heather M. Harris 
0 
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ISSUES 
CRANBERRY MARSH -- SWAN SANCTUARY? 

Last December [1987], Harry Lumsden of the Ministry of Natural Resources,spoke 
to our club [Pickering Naturalists] about his work reintroducing Trumpeter Swans 
in southern Ontario. He spoke with particular reference to Cranberry Marsh, 
which in his opinion is deteriorating in quality. He solicited our support in 
a plan to draw down, or drain the marsh for a season. The theory is that such 
draining allows the sediments to oxidise, enriching the plant growth in the 
marsh which will lead to higher marsh bird productivity, and more Trumpeter 
Swans. 

The wisdom of such a cataclysmic event was questionable in the minds of some 
club members and it has been hotly debated ever since. Mr. Lumsden was the 
speaker at the Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority Annual Meeting, at 
which he urged the Authority to carry out this plan. According to Bill Campbell, 
Chief Administrative Officer at the Authority, there are no plans currently to 
drain Cranberry Marsh. If CLOCA did consider it, the public would be informed. 
However, concerns remain. Is the marsh really dying? Do we need to intervene? 
Or is this an attempt to manipulate a viable ecosystem to enhance a single species, 
the Trumpeter Swan? 

Frankly, no one seems to know. If the marsh is in serious trouble, the simple 
act of draining it seems an overly simplistic solution given the complex forces 
acting on the marsh. Draining may encourage plant growth, and presumably 
waterfowl as a result. But what happens to the rest of the ecosystem when it 
is drained? Frogs, sa lamanders and turtles cannot fly to the nearest marsh 
for sanctuary. And speaking of turtles, Mr. Lumsden reported that many snapping 
turtles were removed from the marsh to meet an unknown fate in order to protect 
the cygnets. Snapping Turtles are opportunistic feeders, and although they 
may take a cygnet if they could catch one, they more commonly feed on carrion. 
Does this function justify the threat to an occasional cygnet? Where is it 
written that Trumpeters are more valuable than snapping turtles? On whose 
authority were the turtles removed? And if the Ministry feels that it can 
remove the turtles without sanction, then could it move to drain the marsh 
without scrutiny? 

There is a great fear here that the Trumpeter Swan reintroduction program is 
being followed without proper respect for the species upon which it impacts. 
If it can be demonstrated that Trumpeters are more important than the turtles, 
and worth the risk of serious disturbance that draining implies, then the idea 
can be entertained. However, the information we have only outlines what good 
can be done for these beautiful bad-tempered birds, with no information at all 
about how many other plants and animals wil l die to promote the welfare of a 
single species. 

Think carefully. There are very few barrier beaches left on the north shore 
of Lake Ontario. And by Mr. Lumsden's own admission, Cranberry is singularly 
free of pollution. Can we risk tampering with this unique wetland for the 
sake of the Trumpeter Swan? Would it not be more pragmatic to invest the 
money being spent on a single species, on a program such as the Nature Reserves 
Program, which would preserve whole ecosystems? Then, if an ecological niche 
exists for the Trumpeter Swans, they could be introduced. But only if the 
existing ecosystem can tolerate their presence. 

I". What do you think? If you are concerned, write to the Central Lake Ontario V Conservation Authority, 100 Whiting Ave., Oshawa LlH 3T3. 

Cranberry Marsh: Swan Sanctuary or Wildlife Sanctuary. Is it a choice? 

Dale Hoy 
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ISSUES - Cranberry Marsh (cont'd) 

from the PICKERING NATURALIST, Vol. 13, No. 1, March 1988 

Ed. Note. The author adds in her note accompanying 
just heard thatthe Federation of Ontario 
taking over the reintroduction program. 

UPLANDS GOLF COURSE 

this article that she has 
Naturalists are considering 

HJ 

The owner of Uplands Golf Course, which is east of Bathurst Street and south of 
Highway #7, has appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board for rezoning to " l ow 
density residential". This matter has been under discussion since 1979 with 
the Town Council of Vaughan rejecting development applications for one reason 
or another three times. At a public hearing in 1985, residents expressed 
their opposition to the rezoning proposal. Council resolved to request the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs to consider the inclusion of Uplands within the 
Parkway Belt, an urban utility corridor and open space. Vaughan also asked the 
Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation Authority to acquire the lands 
for a conservation area. The Authority refused, but approved in principle the 
retention of the lands as open space, if someone else would buy the property . 

In 1986 the TFN wrote to Mr. Grandmaitre supporting the residents. We pointed 
out that the property is now extremely attractive and that very little of the 
"tableland" in question is truly flat; it is gently rolling. The East Don 
River, whi ch is a sparkling little stream at this spot, flows through the 
property, much of which has a variety of trees and other vegetation on the 
slopes . It has a diversity of habitats for birds and other animals. The 
property is an oasis of calm in an area that is being heavily and rapidly 
developed. Housing with driveways and roads built on these contours wi ll have 
a deleterious effect on this shallow valley and subsequently will contribute 
to further pollution and increased flow of the Don River. 

A 15-day hearing to determine the zoning of Uplands will be held at the Ontario 
Municipal Board on May 2 at 10 am in the Hearing Room, Vaughan Municipal Bldg. , 

~ 2141 Major Mackenzie Drive, Maple. Members are urged to attend. For further V questions, call Margaret Cranmer-Byng at 731-6628. 

Jean Macdonald 

0-KEE-LEE PARK, A TOWN TREASURE 

"It meets no criteria as a wetland and it doesn't even qualify as a swamp or 
bog. It's a slag heap and no self-respecting crow would be found there" . 
That's what a prospective developer of 0-Kee-Lee Bird Sanctuary said after 
neighbouring citizens had banded together to save their threatened parkland 
within the town of Carleton Place, near Ottawa. 

0-Kee-Lee is approximately nine acres in size, stretching 800 feet along the 
beautiful Mississippi River which flows through the centre of Carleton Place. 
All hazard-land, 0-Kee-Lee contains three large ponds which rise and fall with 
the level of the adjacent river, a lowland hardwood forest with shrubby under
story, black willows and open fields. The park has been so aptly named for 
the ~ong of the large number of redwing blackbirds which nest there. A wild 
and privately-owned natural area for many years (though its riverside perimeter 
was partially filled in the 1950s), it was acquired by the town and officially 
designated the 0-Kee-Lee Bird Sanctuary in 1985. 

I> 
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ISSUES - O- Kee-Le e Park ( c ont'd) 

Shor t l y af te r O-Ke e-Lee was des i gnated, the town secretly gave the Navy League 
of Canada , Lanark Branch, a 99- year lease for one dollar per year so they 
could construct a drill hall and boat launching area on 1~ acres of the 
northeastern part of the O-Kee-Lee Bird Sanctuary, very close to the public 
swimming beach in nearby Centennial Park. Conflicting rumours were resolved 
when the navy league held an official sod-turning for their new facility in 
May 1986. To make matters worse, a housing estate was planned for the floodplain 
of the Mississippi River just north of O-Kee-Lee as developers sought every 
available lot within Carleton Place, making the town the fastest growing 
community in Eastern Ontario. 

Concerned citizens called a public meeting and set up an organization called the 
Riverfront Conservation Association (RCA) and presented a brief to Carleton 
Place town council objecting to any building in O-Kee-Lee Park. Council did 
not budge from its decision. The Riverfront Conservation Association began to 
grow, held public meetings, gave out leaflets, monitored town meetings, got 
support from the press and contacted various government agencies. Finally 
the RCA was able to raise enough funds through memberships to become incorporated. 
The objects of the corporation are to protect and enhance public lands . bordering 
the Mississippi River within the municipality of Carleton Place and to preserve 
the quality and ecology of the Mississippi and riparian parklands. 

On April 24 , 1987, due to public pressure, town council rescinded the by-law 
giving the navy league a 99-year lease; unfortunately, it also rescinded the 
1985 by-law which created the O-Kee-Lee Bird Sanctuary. The mayor's committee 
recommended that the future of the O-Kee-Lee Bird Sanctuary be determined as 
part of the new official town plan. In the brief presented at the official 
town-plan public meeting, the RCA executive said "We believe that the O- Kee-Lee 
Bird Sancturay should remain as close to a natural state as possible". Their 
position was reinforced by two wildlife surveys done in the summer of 1987 
which demonstrated that O-Kee-Lee was a valuable wildlife-wetland. In one of 
these survey 62 species of birds were found. 

In order to ·save O-Kee-Lee, and perhaps two other natural areas downstream, 
the RCA needs those who cal\ from across the province, to .co.me and see O-Kee-Lee , 
speak out for its preservation and tell about their successful experiences with 
similar situations. Help is needed desperately if the RCA is to achieve its 
goals. The consultant who did the wildlife survey emphasized in his report that 
Carleton Place possesses a real treasure in O-Kee-Lee Park on the banks of the 

Hississippi. Some towns are belatedly planning (at the cost of tens of thousands 
of dollars) the creation of such areas so that their citizens may enjoy and 
educate themselves about wildlife. In this case, the park is already established. 

(> The Riverfront Conservation Associaton may be contacted at 192 High St., 
Carleton Place, Ontario K7C 1W7. 

Peter Iveson 

Ed. Note . The author includes a note about seeing a cattle egret in O-Kee-Lee 
25 years ago. It had apparently been blown off course during 
migration and was seen gorging on frogs and insects . 

C> 
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ISSUES ( con t 'd) 

"WILL THE REAL KILLER PLEASE STAND UP?" 

We are printing the following in spite of the fact that in March 1988, the 
Western Canada Wilderness Committee (WCWC) succeeded in getting a temporary 
court injunction against -k:illing wolves frqm: : ai-rc;raft •. • · This means that 
although the hunt itself can continue, without aircraft the wolves are not 
easily found, and the hunt therefore has more or less halted. The WCWC hope to 
legally bring an end to the wolf kill, but until then temporary measures mean 
that for a ·whilelonger the wolves of northeastern B.C. have been granted a 
reprieve. See "In the News", page 32. 

Once again the government oJ British Columbia is taking aim at its favourite 
target: the wolf. This year approximately 55 wolves are slated to come under 
the biologists' guns. Whether these figures are accurate is unclear; certainly 
rumours of an intended cull of several hundred have been heard; nonetheless 55 
is the "official" figure. Provincial biologists claim that wolves are taking 
too many ungulat~s, particularly young animals1 thereby causing overall populations 
to suffer a decline. Good wildlife management, they claim, will remedy the 
situation and benefit both ungulates and wolves in the long run. Since "good 
wildlife management" in this .case means killing at least 55 wolves, it is rather 
difficult to see how wolf populations are supposed to benefit. However, biologists 
working for the ministry responsible for this act, the Ministry of Environment 
and Parks, feel that they know best. 

During the last big wolf hunt in 1984 the government was evasive about the real 
cause for conducting the kill. This time around they have decided to adopt a 
policy of openess about why they are doing what they are doing. Simply put -
hunters want more big-game animals to kill. Trophy hunting in B.C. is big 
business and the pro-hunting faction is powerful, vocal and wealthy. Recent wolf 
kills have often been funded by the various hunting groups both here and else
where. A few years ago, for example, the Northern Guide-Outfitters and the 
B.C. Wildlife Federation were able to donate $100,000 to t .he government for their 
Peace River wolf kill. Hunters want the wolf population controlled; many want 
even more, they want the wolf entirely exterminated.from the province. 

If there is any doubt that the wolves are being killed in order to allow the 
ungulate populations to increase for the hunters' guns, think about what 
John Elliot said in 1984. Then, as now, he was the government biologist 
responsible for the killing. He estimated the elk population in northeastern 
B.C. to be about 4500 animals, a number he thought would quadruple in a few 
years given the elimination of their natural predator -- the wolf. He confidently 
stated, "I ·. think there's a potential for as many as 3500 elk a year to be 
harvested once we've strengthened the population". In other words, hunters 
could probably triple or quadruple their take of these big-game animals. What 
was true in 1984 is just as true today -- the government is deliberately trying 
to artificially increase certain species at the expense of others. 

And all this to benefit a tiny segment numbering less than 10% of the total 
population. Why, you may ask, should a minority exercise such power? Unfortunately, 
this small group brings a lot of money into local economies in northern B.C . 
Big-game hunters from Canada and around the world pay big bucks to kill elk, 
caribou, moose, mountain sheep, etc. Hunting guides, outfitters, -l~cal business~s, 
hotels, all stand to make a lot of money during hunting season. It is little 
wonder then that most local communities support the ministry's wolf kill. The 
wolf, for them, has become the symbol of evil, eating, quite literally, the 
source of their money. For with fewer big game animals

1
fewer hunters will come 

C> 
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ISSUES - Wolf Kill (cont'd) 

and less revenue will be generated. As always money speaks, and loudly. 
in all of this, however, is the very real fact that a non-consumptive use 
wildlife, such as wildlife viewing, can and does generate a lot of money. 

Ignored 
of 

Right now it is doubtful whether the ungulate populations could sustain the kind 
of increased hunting pressure the hunters want. Apart from legalized hunting, 
ungulates suffer heavy losses from uncontrolled poaching, habitat destruction 
and a variety of other human-based interferences. The hunting lobby blithely 
ignores all of these problems, however, and instead singles out the wolf as the 
sole cause of the situation. Even if all the wolves in B.C. were exterminated 
the fact remains that the pressures from the above-cited problems would continue 
to put insupportable stresses on the ungulates. If the numbers are as low as 
government biologists claim, this is almost certainly due to a combination of 
factors and not any single cause. If these people were truly concerned about the 
ungulates, they would ban all hunting and allow the populations to regenerate 
naturally and in due time. 

The same pressures faced by the ungulates are faced by the wolf. Trapping 
exerts further pressure and in areas with no closed season (meaning they can be 
hunted all year) yet more stress is added to the wolf populations. Furthermore, 
approximately 400 bait permits are issued per year by the Ministry of Environment 
and Parks to allow poisoning of wolves by ranchers and others whose livestock 
is "threatened". Combine all of this with government plans to eradicate numbers 
of wolves from large areas of the province and the picture is grim. Since the 
wolf has been eliminated from, or greatly reduced in most of North America 
(including Canada), B.C. remains, along with Alaska, one of the last places where 
adequate numbers remain. However, if the hunting fraternity and the B.C. 
government have their way this picture will change. 

Do we really want this to happen? Can we afford to send yet another species to 
the brink of extinction, and for the most appalling of reasons? The wolf kill 
is biologically, morally and ethically unjustifiable. To attempt to reduce a 
whole species merely to satisfy the demands of a minority is inexcusable. Using 
money as the sole motive for such actions is even more reprehensible. By putting 
a price on our wildlife we ultimately reduce ourselves. When we remember that 
the method used to hunt the wolf is aerial gunning the whole exercise becomes 
insupportable. Surely the wolf deserves a chance to live its life free from 
misguided meddlers. The wolf deserves our support. You can voice your concerns 
by writing letters of prot~ct to the Premier of B.C., the Minister of Environment 
and Parks and the biologist in charge of the program. 

t> Write to: 

Christine Hanrahan 

Hon. William VanderZalm, Premier of B.C., Pariament Bldg., 
Victoria, B.C. V8V 1X4 
Hon. Bruce Strachan, Minister, Environment and Parks, Parliament Bldg. 
Victoria, B.C. V8V 1X4 
Ralph Archibald, Carnivore Specialist, Ministry of Environment and 
Parks, Parliament Bldg., Victoria, B.C. V8V 1X4 

□ 

We treat this world of ours as if we had a spare in the trunk. 

Al Bernstein 
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INTHENEWS 
Ancient Air in Amber 

Those of you who have amber jewellery, especially of the clear 
golden kind, will have noticed air bubbles trapped inside the 
amber. Recently researchers crushed amber under vacuum so that 
the gases released by the bubbles could be analyzed. They found 
that SO-million-year-old amber bubbles contained roughly 30% 
oxygen. The air today contains 21%. A number of interesting 
questions are raised by the elevated oxygen level. Did dinosaurs 
breathe a heady mixture high in oxygen? Did a decrease in oxygen 
result in the extinction of the dinosaurs? Could the high oxygen 
level result in a global conflagration which produced the soot 
found in samples of rock at the end of the Cretaceous period? 

See article by Richard A. Kerr, "Ancient Air Analyzed in 
Dinosaur-Age Amber'' in Science, 13 Nov. 1987, vol. 278, No. 4829, 
p. 890. 

Wolf-Shoot Program Killed in B. C. 

The B. C. Government had authorized a program whereby wolves in 
an area of northeastern B. C. could be killed from the air. The 
Western Canada Wilderness Committee took the government to the 
B. C. Supreme Court over the matter. In March, Madam Justice 
Carol Huddart announced the Court's ruling. She found that the 
B. C. Government had granted too much discretionary power to the 
civil servant who applied the laws re hunting animals from the 
air. The B. C. Environment Minister Bruce Strachan is currently 
asking the B. C. Attorney-General for advice on rewording and 
reissuing the permit. • See pages 30-31 . 

Adapted from Canadian Press article in the Globe and Mail, B 
March 1988. 

A Shaggy Cat Story 

Last November in the Whitby area, a family cat died. The sad 
family dumped their cat's last meal out into the yard. A few 
birds arrived and, noticing their departed enemy's food, took a 
beakful. This attracted other birds. The family soon had so 
many birds clamouring for cat food that they went and bought some 
more. Finally a birder arrived for he had heard a rumour that a 
Carolina Wren was sampling this popular new restaurant dish. The 
family said "Great--can you identify that bird over there?" The 
birder gasped. What he was looking at was an immature Northern 
Oriole which rarely winters around Toronto. And the Carolina 
Wren? Yes, it was there too tucking in with a bib around its 
neck. 

Adapted from an article by Peter Whelan, The Globe and Mail, 5 
March 1988. 

\"-. Please send news clippings (note source and date) to Louise Herzberg , 
V 59 Hillside Drive, Toronto, Ont. M4K 2Ml. □ 
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It's up to you 
IT'S OUR DRINKING WATER! 

SCOW (Stop Contaminating Our Waterfront) are calling for a moratorium on lake
filling in Ontario. In their words, "The Toronto construction industry 's 
practice of using Lake Ontario as an unlicensed waste disposal site must stop". 
They state that the Leslie StreetSpit lakefilling program has never been the 
subject of an environmental assessment. 

The Environment Ministry has acknowledged the alarming ineffectuality of the 
Lake Quality Assurance Program (LQAP) which has been in place since 1983 at the 
Leslie Street spit. 

Clearly, a new and enforceable mechanism must replace the outdated and misnamed 
LQAP. Minister Bradley, in a news release, writes that the MOE "will work with 
the construction industry, other government agencies and members of the public 
to develop an effective plan of action~' as well as "a comprehensive province
wide strategy for lakefill projects". 

Ontario is blessed in having an Environment Minister who is genuinely wrestling 
with an inherited nightmare of ignorance, neglect and irresponsibility. In 
order to turn that around and bring accountability and responsibility to 
industry and citizenry alike, he needs public backing. TFN members can let 
him know of their concerns and their support for finding a solution for the 
problem province-wide and with regard to the spit in particular. 

This is our lake (and our drinking water -- official assurances regarding its 
safety notwithstanding). 

[> For further information about SCOW's position, contact Sarah Miller at 977-2410 
or 368-9540. 

[> Send your comments to the Honourable James Bradley, Minister of the Environment, 
135 St. Clair Ave. West, Toronto M4V 1P5. 

Eva Davis 

D 

Report 
The fundraising campaign for Monteverde Cloud Forest Preserve in Costa Rica 
is going very well. Already, over half of the $500,000 goal has been 
raised for the purchase of 20,000 acres. Over $300,000 has been raised in 
Canada alone, which adds 15,000 acres of cloud forest to the reserve . No 
doubt the appeal of Monteverde lies in the fact that individuals can make a 
tangible difference by contributing. Every $25 saves another acre. 

Suzanne Ivey 
Donations Coordinator 
World Wildlife Fund Canada 
60 St. Clair Avenue East, Suite 201 
Toronto, Ontario M4T lNS 

Ed. Note: The WWF Canada letterhead is marked: 
"This paper contains recycled, 
post-consumer wastes." 
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Report 
PLUTONIUM FLIGHTS CANCELLED 

Heartfelt thanks to the Governor of Alaska. His suit against the U.S. government 
to stop proposed twice-monthly airlifts of plutonium over this continent's fiorthland 
forced American senators to perceive this as a highly sensitive issue and the 
government to re-think its Nuclear Cooperation agreement with Japan. Thanks 
also to Charles Caccia, Bill Blaikie and Audrey McLaughlin, M.P. Yukon, for the 
pressure they exerted in the House of Commons during the past several months. 
The plutonium will now be shipped by sea, or flown, in the words of the CBC's 
newscast, "well away from Canadian air space". 

Eva Davis 
Ed. Note . For full story see TFN 395, pages 23-24. 

RECYCLE . .. RE-USE . .. REDUCE • • • 

PLASTIC BAGS WANTED 

□ 

REJECT 

STOP 103 (the Food Bank depot) has m0ved to 1120 Ossington Avenue (one bus 
stop north of Dupont - the bus stops right outside the door). Plastic bags 
and other containers are collected for carrying home food. Hours are noon to 
6PM Monday through Saturday. Should you wish to come in the morning, call 
588-3667 to ensure that some one will be there to receive the material. (STOP 
103 is located in St. Paul's Italian United Church.) 

Assist the annual PITCH-IN sponsored by the Ontario Federation of 
Anglers & Hunters and financially supported by the Ontario Ministry 
of the Environment and SUNOCO who are supplying thousands of free 
garbage bags for the event. This litter pick-up Campaign is 
province-wide and will run from May 2-8. 

IT CAN BE DONE! 

Winnipeg Photo, one of Canada's large-scale photo processors, has been recycling 
silver for over 40 years, as well as recycling used bleaches and colour-developing 
chemicals during the past decade. Recovery rate for materials: 85%; yearly 
savings, over $100,000. 

To firms protesting the "impossible" expense and impracticability of environmental 
turn-around, Winnipeg Photo demonstrates that concern for the planet can go 
hand-in-hand with successful economics. 

based on an article in the POLLUTION PROBE FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER, June 1987 

D 
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The Evening Sky - Summer, 1988 

Summer is not the best time for stargazing. Although the weather is warm and 
relatively clear, the numerous brilliant stars and striking configurations seen 
in the winter sky are absent. This summer, however, should be good for planet
watching: Venus, Mars and Saturn will each be prominently visible for at least 
part of the summer. 

Venus is the easiest planet to recognize; whenever visible it is by far the 
brightest star-like object in the sky. At the beginning of May, Venus is high 
in the west after sunset. In the ensuing weeks it closes in rapidly on the 
northwe stern horizon and by the end of the month is lost in the glare of the 
sun. Venus is at inferior conjunction (directly between Earth and the sun) on 
June 12, and in July it moves into the morning sky where it remains for the 
rest of 1988. Venus reaches maximum brilliance on May 6, at which time it is 
60 times brighter than Arcturus, the brightest star in the summer sky. 

J Moon (May 18) 

• Venus 
J Moon (May 17) 
• Mercury (dim planet) 

w NW 

Western Sky 
After Sunset 
May 17 and 18 

Saturn (see map below) first becomes visible to early evening skywatchers in 
early June, rising in the southeast shortly after sunset. Thereafter it rises 
a little earlier each day, and by late summer is low in the south after sunset . 
Saturn is about as bright as the brightest summer stars - and therefore much 
less bright than Venus or Mars. · 

Beginning in August look for Mars in the east a couple of hours after sunset. 
You should be able to identify it immediately by its brightness and red color . 
More on Mars in the September newsletter. 

The following table gives the dates of _the moon 1 s phases for this summer: 

May June July August 
New Moon 15 14 13 12 
1st Quarter 23 22 21 20 
Full Moon 1,31 29 28 27 
Last Quarter 8 7, 6 4 

Note that months (such as May) with 2 full moons occur on average only every 
33 months. 

The sun is farthest north of the equator, and thus summer begins, at 11 :57 PM 
on June 20. With sunrise at 5:36 and sunset at 9:03, this is the longest day 
of the year. Note, however, that the latest sunset of the year (9:04) occu ~s 
about a week later, the earliest sunrise (5:35) about a week earlier. 

C> 
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SKY NOTES (cont'd) 

Although the stars and constel lations of summer are less interesting than their 
winter counterparts, they are by no means sufficiently boring to ignore entirely. 
Accordingly, I have put together the following star map which should match the 
sky around 9:30 PM in early June. Following custom, star names are given in small 
letters, constellation names in capitals. The dotted lines represent the borders 
of the Milky Way. 
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Some objects worth looking for: 
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Southern 
Horizon 
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The Big Dipper. This asterism (unofficial grouping of stars), part of the con
stellation Ursa Major, is the most distinctive configuration in the earl y summer 
sky. The two stars farthest from the Dipper's handle point north to Polaris and 
south to Leo, a constellation which actually looks like what it was named for. 
Extending the Dipper's handle a full Dipper length, you come to Arcturus in 
Bootes. 

Arcturus. As mentioned earlier, the brightest star in the summer sky. Also, a 
good example of a star with color (orange). About 35 light-years away. 

C> 
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SKY NOTES (cont'd) 

Polaris. This dim but important star is situated about 800 light-years above 
the north pole. Since Earth rotates once a day, from west to east, around its 
polar axis, to earthbound observers the entire sky appears to wheel at this 
same rate in a counterclockwise direction around Polaris. Keep this in mind 
when using the star map. 

The Summer Triangle. Another asterism, dominating the sky in late summer. 
Consists of the stars Vega, Altair and Deneb. 

Deneb. One of the most luminous stars known, Deneb is at least 50,000 times as 
bright as the sun. It doesn't appear particu l arly bright because of its great 
distance. 1,500 light-years away, i t is the most distant of the prominent sum
mer stars. Deneb marks the direction in which our part of the Galaxy is travel
ling as it circles the ga l actic centre. 

Jeff Nadir 
D 

[wHEN LIGHTNING STRIKES ... 1 
The above is the title of a TORONTO STAR article of August 26, 1986. The article 
informed readers that the chances of being hit are that fabled one in a million, 
and only six Canadians were kil led by lightning in 1984, the latest year for which 
statistics are available. However, as the writer points out, none of this is of 
comfort to those who were struck. 

THE LIGHTNING BOOK, by Peter E. Viemeister, has been written for those who want 
facts. 

Transport Canada's aviation weather office gives the followi ng advice: 

1. During a storm, do not stand in an exposed place, and avoid trees or utility 
poles which could attract a strike. 

2. In open country, bend over so that your head is lower than your back. Keep 
your feet together and do not let head or hands touch the ground. 

3. Do not touch metal fences or wires, and do not lay your hands on the outside 
of a car since it is not grounded. It is all right to be inside a car. 

4. Do not carry pails of gasoline around. (A somewhat unlikely pastime, given 
the circumstances.) 

5. Stay away from elect rical appliances--some experts even advise against 
phoning or taking a shower at such a time. 

6. Finally, the ultimate advice: get indoors when i t rains and close the win-
dows (a directive largely ignored by swimmers, golfers, and hikers!). 

If "getting inside" sounds too tame a way in which to view this most splendid 
manifestation of Nature's power, you might try going up the CN Tower. The Tower 
endures about 60 lightning strikes a year and was designed to cope with such an 
assault, all outside surfaces which could attract lightning having been con
nected to three copper strips which run down to the base, grounding the electri
cal charge. CN employees claim that the Tower is "absolutely safe", and it 
certainly promises a spectacular view of the cosmic fireworks. 

Eva Davis 
D 
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COMING EVENTS 
""' --,. ~-:---~.... ... ''" -- ~ '"' ~ ' ... ~ -;_"" ·~~~,-....... ~~ "·~ ~~~~ 'r'~ 
'"-,~'",_ ··, \;~·~~ "\.-.~':..,...,.>~~ . 

JIM BAILLIE MEMORIAL BIRD WALKS - Sponsored by the Toronto Ornithological Club 
Sunday, May 22: Peak Spring Migration: Toronto Islands - Leader: Luc Fazio 

Meet at the ferry docks to take the 8 am ferry to Hanlan's Point. Bring 
lunch. All walks are free. 

Saturday, May 28: Whimbrel & Shorebirds: Leslie Street Spit - Meet at the 
Spit at 8 am. Leader: Don Peuramaki. Bring lunch. 

Saturday, June 11: Breeding Birds: Turner Tract - Meet at the York Mills 
subway station to Cai Pool. Leader: Hugh Currie. Bring lunch and mosquito/ 
black fly repellent. Meet at 6 a.m . 

ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM, 100 Queen's Park, Toronto 
The SPRING INTO NATURE: SHOWCASE OF FAMILY ACTIVITIES, a joint project between 
the ROM and the TFN, continues with April 17, Animals; April 24, Plants and 
May 1, General Interest. Presentations take the form of displays with slides 
and touch-table exhibits. For information, call Continuing Education 586-5789. 

SILURIAN SPRI NGTIME: ROCKS AND FOSSILS OF THE NIAGARA ESCARPMENT is a seminar 
on Wednesday, May 25, from 7 to 9:30 pm with a bus trip to the Escarpment on 
Saturday, May 28. Trip is rated strenuous. Enrolment limited to 30. Fee $75 
For registration, call 586- 5788 . 

SUMMER PROGRAM for CHILDREN in the Creative Arts Department - four age groups, 
ages 6 to 16; three sessions, two weeks each from July 4 to August 12. Sub
jects include Archaeology and Astronomy amongst others. Call 586-5797 for 
further information. For other activities for children, seep . 23. 

CANADIAN WILDFLOWER SOCIETY Ann ual General Meeting and native pl ant sale. Civic 
Garden Centre, 777 Lawrence Ave. E., Don Mills. Sunday, May 1, 9-3 pm 
For information, call 445- 1552. 

STARGAZING WORKSHOPS at the ROM's McLAUGHLIN PLANETARIUM, 
Mondays, June 6 to July 25, August 8 to August 29, 7 
seniors, students and members of the RASC. Register 
workshop. Call 586-5788 for information. 

100 Queen's Park, Toronto: 
to 9 pm. Fee $6; $3 for 
in person on night of 

FAMILY BIRDATHON at the Kortright Centre for Conservation in Kleinburg on Sunday, 
• •{ May 15. Registration at 8:30 am, Birdathon 9 am to 2 pm with Award Presenta-
~l~I\ tions at 3:30 pm. For information, call (416) 661- 6600. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD SCHOOL for High School Students from across Ontario will allow 
students to earn a senior history credit while assisting in the archaeological 
excavation of a native Indian village. The dig begins July 31 and ends Aug. 20. 
For applications or more information , call the Metropolitan Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority, Tel. 661-6600, or write 5 Shoreham Dr.tDownsview, M3NlS4 

At MOUNTSBERG WILDLIFE CENTRE, take part in a Frogwatcher's Hike on April 29 from 
7 to 9 pm. Also, SPRING FEVER, nature walks to explore this season of growth, 
10 am to 4 pm on weekends and holidays from Apri l 23 to June 5. WILDFLOWER 
HIKES take place Sundays , Mayland 8 from 1 to 2 pm. 
Mountsberg is located 5 km west of Campbellville, south of Hwy 401. For more 
information, call (416) 336-1158 (weekdays) or (416) 854-2276 (weekends). 
ART IN NATURE, May 14- 29 - woodcarving, photography and watercolour. 

t:> 
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Coming Events (cont's) 

The ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS in Hamilton offers many activities including courses 
in natural history and botanical drawing, bird walks and wildflower gardening. 
If you live in the vicinity, call (416) 527-1158 (Toll free 416 Area Code 
1-800-263-8450) for the brochure, or write Box 399, HAMILTON, L8N 3H8. 

SAVE THE ROUGE VALLEY SYSTEM nature walks for the summer . Call Renee Cotton at 
288-8730 or 427-1908 for further information. 
April 24 Dale Hoy, Botanist, Pickering Naturalists 
May 1 Jim Robb, Forester, Exec. SVRS 
May 29 Don Baker, Old Housing Ratepayers' Assoc. 
June 26 Cathy Gregorio, Admin. staff, SVRS 
July 31 Kevin Kavanagh, Botany Group, U. of T. 
Aug. 28 Helen Juhola, Toronto Field Naturalists 

May 15 Helen Juhola, Toronto Field Naturalists: Spring walk of the Milne 
Dam Conservation Area for the Markham Chapter of the SVRS. 
Time: 1:30 pm - Call Steve Marshall 294-1187 for details. 

PEOPLE and CITY LANDSCAPES, a conference, is being held at the Earl Bales Com
munity Centre on May 10 from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. The City of North York, 
Parks and Recreation Dept. and the Conservation Council of Ontario are the 
co-sponsors. Cost: $75 including lunch. For information, call 362-2218 . 

TENTH ANNUAL NATURALISTS' WORKSHOP is being offered by the Biology Dept. of Queen's 
University from May Fto May 28 at the Biological Station on Lake Opinicon, 
one of the Rideau Lakes north of Kingston.The purpose of the workshop is to 
increase the participants' skills in field identification and their knowledge 
of the ecology of plants and animals found in southeastern Ontario . Enrolment 
is limited to 18. Cost is $350 which includes accommodation,food, local trans
port and tuition. Cost to students is $245. Free transport from Kingston to 
Elgin is provided on request. For information, contact Floyd Connor· at 
(613) 359-5629. (Queen's University Biological Station, Box 31, R.R.l, 
Elgin, Ont. KOG lEO) 

ENVIRONMENT WEEK, May 30 to June 5 1 at the Ontario Science Centre in Don Mills will 
feature Clive and Joy Goodwin on nature walks 3round the Centre at 11 am, 
1 pm and at 3 pm with an extra walk Friday at 5 pm. 

STARGAZING EVENINGS, May 20 and June 17, at the Ontario Science Centre. Registra
tion is required. Fee: $8; $5 for seniors and students. Call 429-4100, #272. 

LAKE SIMCOE REGION CONSERVATION AUTHORITY: Sunday, May 29 - Bird Banding at Scanlon 
Creek Conservation Area (4 km north of Bradford on Hwy 11), 7:30 am to 11 pm. 
Sunday, July 10 - Aquatic Habitat Exploration at Scanlon Creek Conservation 
Area at 1:30 pm. Appropriate footwear for wading. Meet at beach area, Scanlon 
Creek reservoir. Sunday, August 14 - Bee Day at Scanlon Creek Conservation 
Area at 1:30 pm. Meet at Authority trailer. For more information, contact the 
Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority weekdays Newmarket (416) 895-1281 or 
Oak Ridges (416) 773- 6482. ' 

• 
WYE MARSH WILDLIFE CENTRE:Sunday, ~ - Wildflower Nature Walk from 1:30 to 3 pm { ~it 

Saturday, May 21 and Sunday, May 22)- Birds of the Wye Valley, a walk 10:30 amr\.~~I\ 
to noon. Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre is located on Hwy 12, 5 km east of Midland. 
Tel. (705) 526-7809 
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Coming Events (cont'd) 

CLIVE AND JOY GOODWIN BIRD COURSES: Aug . 10 - Confusing Fall Warblers, a five
week course on identification of this group. For details, call 249-9503. 
September 14 - Birding in Fall , a four- week , two-field trip course for begin
ners, at the Deer Park Library, Yonge and St. Clair Ave. For details, call 
249-9503. 

THE CHILDREN'S ENVIRONMENTAL FESTIVAL in HAMILTON will take place from _M_a~y_3_0_t_o 
• { June 5. If you wish to participate , call (416) 588-6240 or write the 
~{ll\ Festival Co- ordinator, c/o Public Focus, 720 Bathurst ST., Suite 403, 

Toronto, M5S 2R4. 

TODMORDEN MILLS, the historic site at 67 Pottery Rd. in the Don 
the season on May 1 with a speci al ceremony at 1 o'clock. 
"Native History and Pre- history in the Don Valley" will be 
information, telephone 425-2250. 

Valley opens for 
A special exhibit, 
featured. For 

FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS Annual General Meeting in Guelph, Ontario from 
May 27 to May 29, 1988. For information, call 444-8419. 

CANADIAN NATURE FEDERATION 17th ANNUAL CONFERENCE in YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T., July 1-3, 
1988. For an infor mati on/registration package or for details about prices and 
specific tours, contact : CNF Conf. 88, P.O. Box 2888, Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
XlA 2R2. 

BANCROFT GEMBOREE July 27- 31 will feature mineral and lapidary demonstrations, 
displays from all over the continent and as wel l, field trips. For further 
details, call Eva Davis at 694- 8928. 

THE BLACK CREEK PROJECT: Tree and shrub planting along the Creek on Saturday, May 7 
at 9:30 am. For information, call Ellen Schwartzel at 362-2218 or 927- 1679 
(evenings). 

~ -...--..... 
$1lr"1'- :a,, ·"'·"' · 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE 

Your current membership expires June 30, 1988. To renew your membership for 
the year July 1, 1988 to June 30, 1989 and ensure receiving a September 
newsletter , send payment by June 30, 1988. 

Please renew now to help spread the work-load for our volunteers and to save us 
the expense o"f"sending the renewal notice and, please, NO post-dated cheques! 

I wish to Q renew (check name and address on back) 

Remittance enclosed in the amount of: 

Q give a donation 

0 $20 Family (2 adults, same address, children included) 

0 $15 Single 0 $15 Senior family (2 adults 65+) 

0 $10 Student 0 $10 Single senior 

0 $_ Donation (tax receipts issued for donations) 

..................................................................................... ........... ..... 

CJ 
t> 

SOURCE: Pathfinder, 1985 

TFN/METRO PARKS Nature Information Centre, Sunnybrook Park 

Sunday afternoons (12 pm to 4 pm) -- May 1 to Oct. 12 

Free maps, brochures, etc. and displays . 

Want to help? Call Eileen Mayo 445-4621. 
41 
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
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6669 Toronto, Ontario M5G 1K2 
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST 

published eight times a year by the Toronto Field Naturalists, a charitable, non-profit 
organization, the aims of which are to stimulate public interest in natural history and 
to encourage the preservation of our natural heritage 
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TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB: 
ITS HISTORY AND CONSTITUTION, 1965 ..... $ .50 

CHECKLIST OF PLANTS IN FOUR TORONTO 
PARKS: WILKET CREEK, HIGH PARK, HUMBER 
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ONTARIO, 1977 ..... 5/$1.00 or .. ..... ...... ... 25ea. 
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reptiles, mammals), 1985 ... 5/$1.00 or ............ 25ea. 

TORONTO REGION BIRD LIST, 1985 ... 5/$1.00 or ... . 25ea. 

GUIDE TO THE TORONTO FIELD 
NATURALISTS' NATURE RESERVE, 
LEASKDALE, ONT., 1986 .................... 2.00 

TORONTO ISLANDS: PLANT COMMUNITIES 
AND NOTEWORTHY SPECIES, 1987 .......... 2.00 

TODMOADEN MILLS, 1987 ...................... 2.00 

All publications are available at the monthly general 
meetings or may be ordered from Toronto Field 
Naturalists, 20 College St., Suite 4, Toronto, Ontario 
MSG 1 K2. (Add $1.00 per item for postage and 
handling.) 
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