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TFN MEETINGS Visitors welcome 

General Meetings 
Board of Education Centre. 6th Floor Auditorium 

155 College Street. at Mccaul 

Monday, December 5 at 8 pm - TORONTO'S GEOLOGICAL HERITAGE: WHY IS IT SO 
MYSTERIOUS TO MOST OF US?, an illustrated lecture by Dr. John Westgate 
of the University of Toronto, Scarborough Campus 

+ at 7 pm, a display of Leslie Mirylees' art 

+ at 7 pm, A BIRDFINDING GUIDE TO THE TORONTO REGION 
will be for sale--by the author, Clive E. Goodwin (See page 23.) 

+ free coffee and TFN publications, hasti-notes, prints of selected 
newsletter covers, pins and crests will be for sale 

+ free parking in the Board of Education garage on McCaul St., south of 
College St. 

+ easy TTC access (building is one block west of Queen's Park subway stn.) 

Monday, January 2 at 8 pm - COMMUNITY FISH INVOLVEMENT PROGRAM, an 
illustrated lecture by Al Wainio of the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources 

+ at 7 pm, a display of the art of Lenore Patterson 

+ at 7 pm, a display by the Federation of Ontari0 Naturalists who will 
also be selling their warbler record album and Ontario Breeding Bird 
Atlas. Their catalogue of trips and tours will also be available. 

+ coffee and TFN publications will also be available 

+ see above for parking and public transit information 

Monday, February 6 at 8 pm - next meeting 

Group Meetings 
Wednesday, January 11 at 7:30 pm - BIRD GROUP MEETING, at, Royal Ontario 

Museum (meet at staff entrance--south side of building) for a tour of 
the Ornithological research collection by Jim Dick, staff member. 

Monday, January 16 at 7 pm - ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP MEETING in Room 252, 
155 College St. Ed Mickiewicz of the Metro Planning Dept. will tell 
us about the Metropolitan Plan Review that is taking place and our 
oppor~unities to participate. 

Tuesday, January 17 at 7 pm - BOTANY GROUP MEETING in Room 252, 
155 College St. Dr. Nick Badenhuizen will give an illustrated talk 
about the historic plants of the Botanic Gardens of Bogor (Java). a 
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RAIN 

Saturday 
Dec, 3 
10: 30 am 

Sunday 
Dec. 4 
10 am 

Wednesday 
Dec. 7 
2 pm 

Sunday 
Dec. 11 
2 pm 

Tuesday 
Dec . 13 
10:30 am 

Wednesday 
Dec. 14 
2 pm 

Saturday 
Dec. 17 
9am 

Wednesday 
Dec. 21 
10:30 am 
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-Upcoming TFN 
~ 

OUTINGS I\ -'\ 

_r -ii-~~~ - --
Everybody Welcome! 

DECEMBER 

YORK CEMETERY GREENHOUSES - nature arts 
Leader: Annette Wolf 

West Don, North York 

Meet just inside the south entrance to the North York Central 
Library (5120 Yonge St, - one subway stop north of Sheppard) . 
Bring sketching materials and a stool or a camera or just come 
and enjoy. Lunch optional with an informal workshop for those 

' bringing photos, sketches, or crafts. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: Fred Carnrite 
Meet at the park entrance at the foot of Leslie Street. Lunch 
optional. 

TODMORDEN MILLS - nature walk 
Leaders: Mel & Elna Whiteside 

Fast York, Don 

Meet at the entrance to Todmorden Mills on the south side of 
Pottery Road, west of Broadview Avenue. 

HUMBER ARBORETUM - for families West Humber, Etobicoke 
Leader: Phil Joiner 
Meet at the Humber College Arboretum which is on Arboretum Road 
off Humber College Blvd. (west of Highway 27). [See map on page 5.] 

ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Marjory Tilley 
Meet at the museum entrance (Avenue Road and Bloor St. West). 
Bring sketching materials. Lunch optional. 

LAKE IROQUOIS SHORELINE - nature walk Toronto, York 
Leaders: Sandy Cappell & Helen Juhola 
Meet at the northwest corner of Bathurst and Davenport Rd. 
Walk will end at a different public transit stop. 

HUMBER BAY PARK - birds lakeshore, Etobicoke 
Leader: Annabel Cath.ral 
Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Lakeshore Blvd. 
West opposite Park Lawn Road. Lunch optional. 

BLACK CREEK - nature walk 
Leader: Cathy Heynes 

Black Creek, North York 

Meet where Finch Ave. west crosses Black Creek (between Keele 
and Jane). Lunch optional. t> 
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DECEMBER OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Wednesday 
Dec. 28 
2 pm 

Saturday 
Dec. 31 
1 pm 

Wednesday 
Jan. 4 
10 am 

Saturday 
Jan. 7 
11 am 

Thursday 
Jan. 12 
9:30 am 

Sunday 
Jan. 15 
10 : 30 am 

Tuesday 
Jan. 17 
10: 30 am 

Wednesday 
Jan. 18 
10 am 

Saturday 
Jan. 21 
2 pm 

Wednesday 
Jan. 25 
1:30 pm 

IROQUOIS SHORELINE - nature walk Toronto 
Leader: Sandy Cappell & Helen Juhola 
Meet on the northeast corner of Bathurst and Davenport. 
Walk will end at another public transit stop. 

ALLAN GARDENS - botany Toronto 
Leader: Dennis Clarke 
Meet at the greenhouse which is south of Carlton: .. and east of 
Jarvis St. 

JANUARY 

CHINE DRIVE RAVINE - nature walk 
Leader: George Comper 
Meet on the south side of Kingston 
church just east of Midland Road. 

lakeshore, Scarborough 

Road in front of the 
Morning only. 

UNION STATION - nature arts ( genre sketching) 
Leader: Diana Banville 

Toronto 

Meet at the southwest corner of Bay and Front • . Bring cameras 
and sketching materials. Lunch optional. 

R.C. HARRIS FILTRATION PLANT - tour lakeshore, Toronto 
Leader: staff from Metro Works Dept. 
Mee~ at the door at the west end of the southernmost building 
at the foot of Victoria Park Avenue. Morning only. 

HUMBER BAY PARK - birds 
Leader: Mark Kubisz 

lakeshore, Etobicoke 

Meet at the park entrance on the south side of Lakeshore Blvd. 
West opposite Park Lawn Road. Lunch optional. 

ALLAN GARDENS - nature arts 
Leader: Edna Mattos 

Toronto 

Meet at the greenhouse which is south of Carlton and east of 
Jarvis St . Bring cameras and sketching materials. Lunch 
optional. 

ROSETTA McCLAIN GARDENS - nature· walk lakeshore, Scarborough 
Leader: Karin Fawthrop 
Meet on the south side of Kingston Rd. at Gleneverest Rd. 
(east of Birchmount). Morning only. 

PINE HILLS CEMETERY - trees and winter birds 
Leader: Paul McGaw 

Taylor Cr., Sc. 

Meet at the cemetery entrance on the east side of Birchmount, 
north of St. Clair Ave. East. 

EASTERN BEACHES - nature walk 
Leader: Eva Davis 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Meet at the southeast corner of Queen St. East and N~ville Pk. 
Blvd. 

C> 
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JANUARY OUTINGS (cont'd) 

SUP.day 
Jan. 29 
2 pm 

/,, 

( 
\ 

RIVERDALE FARM - for families 
Leader: Eileen Mayo & staff from 
Meet at the farm entrance at the 
and Winchester (north of Gerrard 
Parliament St.) 

Don, Toronto 
farm 
southeast corner of Sumac 
St. East and east of 

Humber Arboretum Orientation Centre 

□ 

•, 

-~ 

• 

(DUIN( 
PAOOOCK 

+~ 
'+~ 

---=;,,- -7 

NUIIIIIII c;OLLIQa 
NORTH CAMPUS 

,, 

•. \ 

0 

HUMBER COLLEGE NORTH CAMPUS 
{\E-J. ' 1--~_J I 205 HUMBER COLLEGE BLVD. 
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HUMBER COLLEGE ARBORETUM MAP 

The raccoon skulls we've been finding about the city 
all have a complete set of apparently perfect teeth. 
Maybe we should all eat garbage! 

Helen Juhola 
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Keeping in touch • • • 
Greetings from British Columbia: Summer, 1988 

Mary Douglas, who moved to Cranbrook, B.C., has been in touch through Eileen 
Chopping, and sends her greetings to TFN members. She was excited about 
seeing a wolf and a wolverine while visiting their wilderness cabin, and is 
keeping a nature diary, illustrating it with her own sketches. We'd like to 
hear more about that, Mary. 

To TFN: August, 1988 

••• I've seen more brown and green praying mantis's (hundreds) this summer 
than I have in 34 years. They are so neat. Why so many this year? 

Mike Somers, Listowel 

Ed.Note: Our aources indicate each egg-case may produce up to two hundred 
young, but does anyone know what conditions may give rise 
to hundreds of adult mantids appearing about the same time in a 
given area? 

Dear Helen: August 20, 1988 

••• noticed great flocks of starlings and I think other birds (without binocs 
I'm at a loss) congregating in the horse chestnut and other trees at Queens 
Park when waiting for a bus about 7:15 pm this past week - it reminded me of 
the Swallows of Renfrew, there were so many flying from one tree to another. 
I wondered if some might be migrants en route or has our very dry weather and 
food-sparse season caused such swarming from one place to another in the city. 

Jean McGill 

Ed. Note: Star lings traditionally form communal roosts at Queen's Park in 
the evening. We'd appreciate receiving more notes on estimated 
numbers, dates, and times, from members who walk there. Notes on 
starling and robin roosts are most valuable, but sadly lacking. 

Dear Mary, Christmas, 1987 

I greet you at this festive time of the year with the traditional colours of 
Christmas! My new, red Christmas Party shoes are shown [in the photograph on 
the Christmas-card ] with a gift from a Christmas long ago - a little glass in 
which I received some wine jelly. In it I have put some Tradescantia with its 
tiny blue flowers. I pick it along the streets in downtown Toronto where it 
grows as a weed. It is from the family of plants known as the Wandering Jew, 
and was named after the gardener to Charles I of England, John Trarlescant~ 
Through his world travels with his son, seeking plants, he gathered together 
the most astonishing and extensive collection of curiosities in Europe in the 
early 17th century which became Britain's first public museum, and in 1683 
became the basis of the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford through Elias Ashmole who 
according to some people, schemed to acquire the Tradescants 1 · collection ••• 

Frances Johnston 

Ed. Note: Plant is also called "Asiatic dayflower" (Commelina communis). 

t> 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH - cont'd 

Dear Helen, August 24, 1988 

We moved to our home in Victoria, B.C., in March. Our home is sitting on the 
south east corner of a 75' x 105' lot about 200ft. from the street on the side 
of a hill. We have a 30 1 x 15 1 courtyard behind the house. When we stand on 
the terraced lawn behind the courtyard's8' wall and look over our rooftop on a 
c lear day we can see Mount Baker to the east in Washington State. With house 
renovations and a large garden have had little time for birds, but I have seen 
34 species around the garden and in the dense shrubs along the line fence •.• 
87 species since March. The fall and winter is the time for birds here as 
many shore and water birds winter here as well as many land birds. Enclosed 
is my [list of ] bird sightings around our home. Enjoy getting my Toronto 
Field Naturalist magazine and also enjoying my retirement from the Post Office. 

Orval Oppertshauser 

Ed. Note : Orv's list of garden birds includes nesting notes. Eleven species 
nested in his garden: Rufous hummingbird, downy woodpecker, violet
green swallow, northwestern crow, chestnut-backed chickadee, 
bushtit, Bewick's wren, American robin, European starling, house 
finch and house sparrow. There were multiple nests of at least 
three species, though the starling and house sparrow had only one 
apiece. Two adults and eight young of the California quail were 
observed. 

Dear Diana, August 20, 1988 

••• I had this experience: Something strange was flying over a a small stretch 
of water and right at me. It came over my head and I recognized it as a 
huge moth. This happened in a rural area and just before noon, on a sunny 
day ••• perhaps indeed it was that particular kind of moth [cecropia, the large 
caterpillar of which had been observed in Queen's Park Aug. 6/88] what else , 
could it have been? 

Larisa Zviedris 

Ed. note: Observations of large silk moths such as Cecropia, Polyphemus, or 
luna moth should be reported to any member of the Editorial 
Committee, giving date and location. 

Editorial Committee, Sept. 21, 1988 

I picked up this article [about monarch butterfly overwintering site 
"Pacific Grove 'Butterfly Town, U.S.A."] in Pacific Grove, California, 
(near Monterey) when I was there last summer. 

My daughter, Joanne Harris, lives down there now and tells me that in late 
February she saw supervised children carefully picking up the butterflies 
which were in shady, cool spots and putting them in the sun so they could 
warm up and fly back to the trees. 

Dorothy Dickson 

Comment: See page 16 for more about monarchs. 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

Dear Ms Juhola: Oct. 13, 1988 

Thank you for your letter of July 6, 1988, responding to my letter of 
April 13, 1988, with regard to the City of Toronto's temporary PCB waste 
storage site adjacent to the lower Don river. 

My ministry does not have a prohibition concerning the storage of hazardous 
material in a floodplain. As you are aware, the Metro Toronto and Regional 
Conservation Authority have issued a permit for the temporary storage of 
PCB waste material in the floodplain with the understanding that an 
alternate location would be found. Staff of my Ministry recently met with 
the City of Toronto, who are considering a centralized storage site for 
PCB waste in East Toronto. It is their intention that once the site is 
approved by my Ministry, the waste material in the floodplain will be 
located at this new site. 

I appreciate your concern on the aforementioned use of the floodplain. 
However, the City has indicated that they are taking expedient action to 
establish a suitable alternative location until approved disposal facilities 
are available. 

Jim Bradley, Minister 
Ministry of the Environment, Ont. 

Dear Helen, Oct. 12, 1988 

I was pleased to be asked to note some of the amphibian and reptile species 
found in High Park. I was even more pleased to hear that there is a new 
awareness of the significance of the High Park ecotype and that there will 
be some attempt at restoration of the prairie areas. 

I still well recall the awe I felt with the realization that High Park 
contained a post-glacial prairie remnant (as did the Glen Stewart Ravine, 
closer to where I lived in those days). 

The variety of habitats in High Park accounts for the amphibians and reptiles 
found there. Historically the hognose snake was last seen in Toronto in 
High Park--a result of the abundant toad population and the sandy soils. 

The most abundant species in High Park are the painted turtle, snapping 
turtle and American toad. All depend on the Grenadier Pond. The high 
concrete wall along the south end of the pond acts as a barrier to these 
animals. A more characteristic habitat of the pond shoreline is in evidence 
at the southwest corner. 

Snapping turtles (and painted turtles) lay their eggs in the sandy soils 
which surround Grenadier Pond and I have had several reports of snapping 
turtles climbing the hills, over fences and into the gardens of homes 
along Ellis Park Road. Thousands of toads also migrate up these hills into 
the surrounding area to feed. Many are killed on roads. 

Green frogs are also dependant on the permanent water of Grenadier Pond . 

Located throughout the park, particularly in the open woodlands, are 
garter snakes and brown snakes. The brown snake is somewhat secretive and 
not seen as often as the garter snake. 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

In the north-eastern section of the park in the area extending south from 
Bloor and Parkside to the small pond area at Spring Road there have been 
numerous sightings of the red-backed salamander. This lungless, small 
salamander does not breed in water (as most amphibians do) but instead 
relies on the high water table and saturated soils to keep its habitat 
moist. These are found under rotting logs and rocks in this area. 

With the following species list, High Park is indeed a habitatoasis in the 
heart of our city: red-backed salamander (Plethodon cinereus), American 
toad (Bufo americanus), green frog (Rana clamitans), snapping turtle 
(Chelydra serpentina), painted turtle (Chrysemys picta), brown snake 
(Storeria dekayi), garter snake (Thamnophis sirtalis) . 

In addition there are two species probably found in the park, but not yet 
recorded by me: leopard frog (Rana pipiens) and red-bellied snake 
(Storeria occipitomaculata). 

I hope this information will be of use. 

Bob Johnson 

Ed. Note. Bob included with his letter pages from RESTORATION AND 
MANAGEMENT NOTES, Vol. 6, No. 1, Summer 1988 

Dear Club Members, Oct. 1988 

We, the club members of the Essex County Field Naturalists Club, write to 
you for assistance in a very important conservation matter, 

Most of you may be familiar with Point Pelee National Park. It is well 
known as a bird sanctuary, particularly during both the spring and fall 
migration. Yet, the Park Management still allows Duck Hunting to be 
carried out during the fall. 

National Park Policy states that "National parks are special areas which 
are protected by federal legislation from all forms of extractive resource 
use such as mining, forestry, agriculture, oil, gas and hydro electric 
development and sport hunting," It also states that "certain traditional 
subsistence resource uses by local people will be permitted to continue in 
parts of national parks for one or more generations when such uses are an 
essential part of the local way of life." Though the hunting in Pelee may 
be traditional, we do not believe that is an essential part of the local 
way of life, it is simply sport hunting. 

We are asking you to please write a letter to the Minister of the 
Environment and the Superintendant of the Park voicing your views on this 
situation. The more letters are sent, the faster this situation will be 
rectified. The addresses are as follows: 

Tom McMillan, Minister of the Environment, House of Commons, Ottawa KlA OA6 

Ross Thomson, Superintendant, Point Pelee National Park, R.R.#1, 
Leamington N8H 3V4 

We greatly appreciate your help in this matter. 

Johanne Ranger 
for Essex County Naturalists Club t> 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

Gentlemen: Sept. 21, 1988 

Thank you very much for taking the time to review the draft report on the 
future of leisure services in Scarborough ["A Strategy for the Future"]. 

Judging by your comments, the authors were able to see that there was room 
for improvement in the way some of the information was presented and so 
took remedial steps for the final document. By no means is the subject 
areas of parks and open space secondary to others. 

You have asked if anyone in the city is specifically in charge of the 
environment and the answer is, "No". Cities do not have Departments of 
the Environment as Provincial and Federal levels of governments do. How
ever, the Planning Department, the Health Department, Public Works Depart
ment and the Recreation and Parks Department are all mindful of the need 
for health in the Municipality. 

Council is the ultimate authority though, and gives direction to Municipal 
Departments as to the City's environmental goals and objectives, bearing 
in mind fairness to all citizens and the well being of the Municipality as 
a whole. 

Please be assured that members of this Council and departmental staff are 
mindful of environmental issues and that the purpose of the "Strategy for 
the Future" was to discover the public will with respect to all leisure 
services (parks, programs, facilities and support services) and prepare 
for change over the next 5-10 years. 

Dear Sirs: 

Susan Filshie 
Master Plan Co-ordinator 
Recreation and Parks Dept. 
Scarborough 

Oct. 6, 1988 

At the Ravine Sub-Committee meeting held on October 5, 1988, Helen Juhola 
requested information regarding Natural Regeneration areas that have 
recently been established by the City of Toronto Department of Parks and 
Recreation. Two Natural Regeneration Areas have been established to date 
and others will be established in the future. 

As part of the management strategy for vegetation within Chatsworth Ravine 
and High Park's ravine, my Department has identified Natural Regeneration 
Areas . These are areas that have been left to regenerate naturally. If 
sufficient natural regeneration is not achieved, then native plantings will 
be used to hasten the regeneration process. Natural Regeneration areas 
have an adequate overstory (the uppermost level of trees) but lack 
sufficient regeneration to replace the older trees as they die and maintain 
the forest in a natural, healthy state. Natural regeneration areas are 
enclosed by snow fencing and are clearly marked with signs. The signs 
identify Natural Regeneration areas as such and outline the management 
strategy for the areas. 

This management technique should lead to a healthy ravine environment that 
will continue to provide public recreational opportunities. 

[See page 34 to find what the 
signs say.] 

Herb Pirk, Commissioner 
Parks and Recreation, Toronto 

t> 



KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

Thank you very much for the kind invitation to the 
65th anniversary celebration on November 7, 1988. 
a prior commitment, I will be unable to attend. 

TFN 400.,.,. 11 

Nov. 4, 1988 

Toronto Field Naturalists' 
Unfortunately, due to 

I would be most appreciative if you would pass a message on to the 
honoured members and guests at the celebration. I would like to extend 
my congratulations to all the members of the Toronto Field Naturalists 
on the 65th anniversary of their club. I am sure that all of the members 
both past and present are proud of all that has been achieved over the 
past 65 years. 

I am very pleased that our office could be of assistance in obtaining the 
congratulatory scrolls for the club and the 50th anniversary of the 
publication of the newsletter. I hope that the evening is a great success. 

Dear Mr, Shaw: 

Ian Scott, M.P.P. 
St. George-St. David 

Oct. 31, 1988 

This will acknowledge your correspondence regarding the Rouge River Valley. 

Let me assure you at the outset that this Government recognizes the 
exceptional natural heritage of this area and its importance to the people 
of the province. The Province has contributed significant funding in the 
form of grants for. planning and heritage studies to help protect and preserve 
the sensitive environment of the Rouge Valley. 

In addition, the Honourable Richard Patten, Minister of Government Services, 
has met with representatives of the Coalition of Scarborough Ratepayers, 
Save the Rouge Valley System, the World Wildlife Fund and the Federation of 
Ontario Naturalists to discuss issues of common concern. 

As you can appreciate, this is a very complex and sensitive issue involving 
transportation, recreation, environmental, housing and heritage concerns. 
We are currently reviewing our position on a number of issues related to 
the Rouge River Valley. In the area northeast of Metropolitan Toronto,the 
Government is examining inter-regional transportation requirements, the 
potential for meeting affordable housing needs, and the strategy ·for the 
North Pickering Planning area, all of which have potential implications 
for the Rouge River Valley and adjacent lands. I believe that any decision 
regarding the Rouge Valley lands must be made in this regional context. 

You should be aware that the Feder.al Government, Metro Toronto, and 
Scarborough City Council have recently taken actions that potentially 
impact on the future of the Rouge Valley area. 

The Federal Minister. of the Environment has offered to contribute $10 
million if the Province were to designate the lands for a provincial park. 
The Province is continuing its discussions on land use in the greater 
area and we are available to meet with Federal officials as we proceed. 
The Province welcomes the Federal contribution as a f:i.rst s~E:_P· 

In September, 1988, Metro Toronto Council voted against locating an 
interi~ landfill site on provincially-owned lands in the area.north of 
the Beare Road landfill site, and is investigating a numher of other 
sites and approaches to its current waste disposal problems. t> 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

The request by the Metr.opolitan Toronto and. Region Conver.sation 
Authority to sell 35 acr.es of its holding south of the provincially
owned lands in the Rouge has not been brought to the Provincial Cabinet 
for approval nor. would it be considered at this time pending regional 
land use decisions. 

On August 22, 1988, Scarborough City Council adopted an official Plan 
Amendment that provides for recreational and open space uses within 
Scarborough's North East Study Area. Scarborough's amendment must now 
be reviewed by the Minister of Municipal Affairs, who will consider 
whether the proposed amendment fully recognizes the interests and concerns 
of Metropolitan Toronto, the surrounding regions and area municipalities, 
as well as provincial interests in the area. 

I strongly believe that these issues should be resolved in consultation 
with the appropriate ministries and jurisdictions, and that plans for 
the area can only be responsibly dealt with and managed as par.t of a much 
larger. planning perspective. 

Thank you for bringing your views to my attention. 

David Peterson, Premier 
Province of Ontario 

NEW WILDLIFE STAMPS FROM CANADA POST 

0 

On October 3, Canada Post [released] a series of low-value definitives 
featuring Canadian mammals. These are: flying squirrel (le), porcupine 
(2¢), muskrat (3c), varying hare (5¢), red fox (6¢), skunk (10¢) and 
beaver (25¢). 

On the whole, 1988 has been an excellent year for new Canadian stamps 
featuring wildlife. In January another mammals series went on sale; 
this one depicted lynx (43¢), killer whale (57¢) and wapiti (74¢). In 
June, Environment Week was marked by the issuing of two 37¢ stamps 
recognizing wildlife and habitat conservation. Then in July, four 37¢ 
butterfly stamps were scheduled, depicting the Canadian tiger swallowtail, 
Macoun's Arctic, northern blue and short-tailed swallowtail. 

Canada Post is to be commended for increasing awareness about wildlife 
and conservation in this way. Do your part to help spread the message by 
using these stamps on your correspondence. Ask for the new stamps at 
your nearest post office. If you are lucky, some of the earlier 1988 
wildlife releases may also still be available. 

from THE CARDINAL, No. 132, Aug. 1988 (The Mcllwraith Field Naturalists 
of London) 

creeping bellflower in bud pineapple-weed seaside sand-spurrey 
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This month's contributor to our series is Diana Banville. Diana is well
known to our members from her frequent drawings and articles in the 
newsletter, as well as having been a member of the Editorial Committee 
since 1978. Her other contributions to the club include her work as 
secretary of the Audubon Wildlife Series 1975-76, involvement in the 
TFN Nature Arts Group since 1979, and cx:x:>rdinator of the TFN library since 
1981. HT 

In my early days "Nature" was almost synonymous with "magic", since 
opportunities to learn about nature in the inner city ~f the twenties and 
thirties were practically non-existent. Nature was for the fairies and 
elves in books who had toadstool houses, bathed in flower blossoms, and 
consorted with butterflies. Of course, there were many interesting weeds 
in the empty lots through which we cavorted, but no one to tell us what 
they were nor to direct us to books which might start us off on the road 
to discovery (some of us felt very shy in libraries). Of course, we had 
our own names for things such as "bread and butter", the fruits of which 
made greasy marks on the piece of paper on which they were gathered. 
Perhaps the name "cheeses" for this same mallow was also coined by 
children; the name is also given as "dolls' cheeses" or "fairy cheeses". 
In the schools there were no programs to speak of--except perhaps for 
gathering leaves in the fall, though the teachers knew little more than 
we about the tree species. Once I went to camp which was, of course, a 
well-groomed affair. I sat on the edge of an adjacent ravine and saw 
(like magic) a silent yellow bird flying across its deep shade. I was 
enthralled, but the councillor blew her whistle at that moment and I had 
to leave . 

When we were old enough we used to walk to High Park. The marshes and 
brooks were untouched in those days, there were no commercial concessions, 
no traffic, no concrete around Grenadier Pond, and mowed areas were 
confined to the picnic grounds near Bloor Street. It was a long walk, 
however, and we didn't go there often, though we all loved it. 

It wasn't till the fortj_es, when the current craze was painting designs 
on glasses, that my first breakthrough came in the field of nature study. 
I wanted to paint flowers, fishes and birds, but I didn't know what they 
looked like, so for Christmas I asked for illustrated books on these 
subjects. I received a book on sport fishes, a gardening book, and 
Peterson's A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS. Fascinated by the last-mentioned, 
I spent the remainder of the holidays deeply engrossed in it. The next 
year I asked the family for a pair of 8 X 30 binoculars. Peterson's first 
field guide was a turning point in the popularity of nature study--first 
came bird-watching and then, though it took a couple of decades, 
identification of other animal life and plants. 

A few years of happy bird-watching in High Park were followed by a number 
of years of family obligations. It was not till the seventies that I 
was introduced to the wildflowers by Molly Campbell, and was astonished 
to find so many right under my nose while I had been looking at birds. 
Again, it was the Peterson-McKenny field guide which helped me to learn 
wildflowers, but since then I have found other equally helpful guides. 

t> 
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BEGINNINGS (cont'd) 

Meanwhile I had fulfilled a long-time wish to join the Toronto Field 
Naturalists, which at that time were much preoccupied with TORONTO THE 
GREEN and ravine studies. Though quite as green as Toronto, I began to 
keep notes on my many walks with Molly in our favourite haunt--Glendon, 
West Don--and with the help of others more advanced than I, this material 
was eventually used for TFN Study Number 8. By this time my field-guide 
library was growing and I had learned much in the field from such people 
as Helen Juhola, Emily Hamilton, Gus Yaki and Steve Varga, to name a few. 
Working on the Editorial Committee has made me more conscious of 
environmental issues which cannot be ignored for very long if one is a 
naturalist. It has also occasioned many absorbing hours of research in 
Toronto libraries. Moreover, I find that everything I have done or 
learned in my life, though seeming quite unrelated at the time, has been 
useful in my work for TFN. All fields of interest, whether art, literature, 
travel, geography, languages, philosophy, psychology, religion, history, 
come together in nature study--perhaps that is because they are all part 
of nature. There is so much to learn, so much to be done. It seems to 
me I am just now beginning. 

gfeir) -.f,..,.-te d 

bur. re e·d 
f:a.5f fo irif 
July 1.3 '88 

/ ~ 0 
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Diana Banville 0 

Bur reeds are 
rare in Toronto 
but this species 
may be seen at 
East Point and in 
the Rouge Valley. 
The giant bur-reed 
may also be seen 
in the latter 
location. 

Look for the 
green-fruited 
bur-reed in mud 
or shallow water. 
It is an eastern 
North American 
plant which grows 
as far north as 
Ungava but no further 
south than Indiana. 

The genus name 
Spa.rgani1..l11 is thought 
to derive from a 
Greek word meaning 
"swaddling band" 
an allusion to the 
ribbon-like leaves . 

REF.: Fernald - GRAY'S MANUAL 
OF BOTANY 
8th Edition 
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January - April, 1988 

The Arts Group began nineteen eighty-eight with a visit to the Canadiana 
Building on January 2, to view watercolours by George Dartnell. Mary Cumming 
talked about the paintings to her group (of seven) which included two visitors. 

On January 20, Betty Paul plus nine took a guidedtour of of McKenzie House, 
Bond Street, the home of William Lyon McKenzie, given to him by friends in 
1852 (he had lost all his possessions and lands when he was banished t o the 
U.S.A. after the 1837 uprising). In the house is a printing press of the type 
used by McKenzie to print his newspaper calling for reforms in the government 
of that time. He and his wife Elizabeth had thirteen children; the youngest, 
Isabel , became the mother of William Lyon McKenzie King. After the tour the 
group went to Eaton's for lunch. 

On February 6, after a cold, windy walk from North York City Centre Subway 
stop, four members were glad of the warmth of York Cemetery Greenouse; each 
chose a subject and settled down to work. Two chose begonias to render in 
coloured pencil, one did a pencil drawing of cactus and another, a watercolour 
composition of cyclamen and a waterpool. 

On February 17, twenty-seven members met at Northern District Library where 
they saw a very interesting variety of members' slides, including b1uebirds, 
owls, geology, wildflowers, and zoo animals (all asleep). Coffee and Betty 
Greenacre's cookies were enjoyed during the "half-way" break. 

March 5 with Terry Paradis at Cummer United Church, eighteen members and 
visitors saw another informative and interesting slide show - subjects ranging 
from South Africa to Bermuda to Ontario. 

At the Science Centre on April 2, Frances Johnston, founder of The Museum of 
Promotional Arts,gave a talk. The first institution of its kind in the world, 
it is not confined to a building but is the "living museum of beauty every
where around us". The idea, as I understand it, is that not only the obvious 
beauty of a burst of sunshine after the rain or the ripple of shadows in a 
field of wheat as it bends before the wind, but the reflection on the side of 
a copper kettle or the shape of the handle on your coffee-mug is also "art". 
Frances Johnston puts out a newsletter. 

A Civic Garden Centre Tour on April 20 with Betty Paul on a sunny day st 7°C 
brought us back outdoors - pussy willows were out and the plushy buds of the 
magnolias just about to open. House sparrows were nest-building in the vines 
covering the front of the main building. The tour guide from the Centre gave 
a brief history of Edwards Gardens. The original owner was Alexander Milne, 
settler and miller, who owned 500 acres south of Lawrence from the West Don 
almost to Victoria Park. The family graveyard was established here on his 
first farm, and the first burial was 1830 - the graveyard is still owned by 
the Milne family, although the surrounding area passed to the Edwards (after 
100 years) and now Metro Parks. The only upright stone remaining has the 
names of Hannah Milne (the last burial) who died in 1943 at the age of 93, and 
her sisters Eliza 1926 and Helen 1921. Over the years some stones have been 
smashed and pieces carried away; some of the stones have been laid side-by-side 
and framed in concrete. It is also believed that some black men ( probably 
runaway slaves) who worked in Milne's woollen, grist and saw mills, are buried 
there. The marker for Alexander Milne is missing. Hidden in the trees , 
overgrown and strewn with pop-cans, the tiny graveyard can still be seen as 

t> 
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NATURE ARTS GROUP REPORT - continued 

you go down the hill from Edwards Gardens - if you remember to look. 
(Ref. Harold Hilliard, "North York's Heritage", TORONTO STAR Nov. 25, 1986) 

On our tour of the gardens, we saw an experimental garden area which is used 
in conjunction with the Botanical Gardens in Burlington. We also learned 
that, after an indoor flower show at the Centre, the plants are set out in the 
gardens. A wildflower area is planned for this year. We also saw miniature 
tulips in bloom, crocuses, daffodils and pansies in abundance. By the end of 
the tour, the temperature was dropping and it was too cold to sketch outside, 
so we had lunch and conversation. 

In May we will be out sketching or doing photography where it is sunny and 
warm and sometimes sunny and hot!! 

Joyce Cave □ 

MONARCHS IN WINTER 

Pacific Grove is called "Butterfly Town, U.S.A." because thousands of 
monarch butterflies annually migrate to winter. in groves of trees in the 
city. Preceded by scouts, they arrive in largest numbers about November 
1st and leave during February and March. A few may be seen flitting 
about local gardens throughout the year. 

On first arriving the monarchs light on low shrubs before forming clusters 
in the Monterey pines of Washington Park and the eucalyptus grove by 
Butterfly Grove Inn, During dull days they spend hours among garden 
flowers throughout the city. 

On the trees the butterflies are difficult to detect, unless sunshine 
causes unrest, as folded wings show only the underwingneutral colour, 
hiding the distinctive marking of the monarch's upper wing surface. This 
ranges from orange-yellow to orange-brown and black. As the insects grow 
older and wings are buffeted about, some of the colour brilliance is lost. 

The City of Pacific Grove officially protects these winged creatures 
under an ordinance imposing a fine of $500 for "molesting butterflies". 
Also, it asks people ••• "to protect the butterflies, in every way possible, 
from serious harm and possible extinction by brutal and heartless people". 

In October a "butterfly parade" highlights a local celebration honouring 
the beginning of the monarch's migration. No commercial aspects are 
allowed. 

On a map to the butterfly trees, instructions to visitors are given: 
"The monarchs are easily disturbed by excessive noise. Please observe 
them .QUIETLY so that we can insure their return next year. Please try 
to stay on the well-developed trails to prevent damage under the 
butterfly trees. The best time to observe the butterflies in the trees 
is when the temperature is cool; mornings or late afternoons or on over
cast days. On sunny days the monarchs are out seeing the sights!" 

adapted from a page about Butterfly Town, U.S.A., courtesy of the Pacific 
Grove Chamber of Commerce, available in 1988 

See page 7 for more about monarchs. C 
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Nature Reserve Report 
Hydro Tree Cutting• at the Jim Baillie Nature Reserve 

In September the TFN office received a message from Ontario Hydro that 
it would be necessary to trim and cut some trees adjacent to and on our 
property . An invitation to meet with a hydro representative to discuss 
the matter was extended to us. 

On Friday, October 21, 1988, Helen and Aarne Juhola and I drove to the 
Reserve and met with Chris Johnson of Ontario Hydro. He is temporary 
supervisor for control of trees and shrubs adjacent to power lines in 
our area . 

A two-line hydro power line extends along Fowlers Road [formerly 
Stevenson side-road], which borders the TFN property. This stretch of 
road was walked with Chris and it was agreed that some cedar will need 
to be trimmed, some tamaracks, small ash trees and buckthorns will need 
to be removed. Some of these are on our property, some adjacent to it, 
but outside the fence. The largest number on our property are 6 or 7 
tall poplars which are a potential danger to the power lines and will 
need to be cut down. The branches of these will be removed and the 
trunks allowed to fall back into our property, where they can provide 
habitat for wildlife. 

Most of the cutting 
necessary for Hydro 
to near the ground . 
left above the level 
prevent re-growth. 

will be done by machinery from the road. It may be 
employees to climb the fence to cut down tree trunks 
Existing signs on trees will be retained, the trunks 
of the signs. All tree stumps will be sprayed to 

Hydro endeavours to assess the need for this procedure every 8 years. 
Chris estimated that it was in this area approximately 13 years ago. 

It is our understanding that there will be little or no damage done to 
our property. The work is to be done in the winter months on cold days 
when staff will have protection from cold winds. Chris will assess the 
health of the trees and the root depth and indicate by a red mark those 
trees which are to be cut. 

Ontario Hydro will no longer be spraying undergrowth along roadways, but 
only in those areas where hydro towers are located according to Chris . 

Eileen Mayo □ 

Horsechestnuts from Rosedale, October 1, 1988 
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Toronto Region Bird Report 

WRITTEN REPORTS 

Feb~uary, 1987, to October, 1988 

Four have been received to date ••• 

Maureen Allain reported her August, 1987,observations in an East Don ravine north 
of Finch. Some immature American goldfinches were present with their buff 
wing-bars. 

Diana Banville - I am still experimenting with easier ways to keep a comprehen
sive record of my own observations by hand. This year was easy but I 1 cl like it 
more comfortably readable. Though limited, it has been most useful. 

Reta McWhinnie reported (on recycled paper) her experience February 1 87 of 
quickly reviving a cold, probably stunned, house sparrow which she found on 
the road immobile. While picking up migration survivors, the technique of 
placing them in double paper bags had been learned from Barry MacKay. (Don 1 t 
worry about birds being exposed to the cold - they carry their own insulation; 
this bird was probably cold because it was stunned.) If a bird is only 
stunned, it may be revived by giving it sugar water and placing it in an open 
box or in a place sheltered from sun and wind, till it flies away on its own. 
Make sure it remains outdoors and free as there is legislation against keeping 
animals without a licence. Reta also reported a great horned owl being harassed 
by two lvrerican crows in Ernest Thomson Seton Park about the same time, and 
a male belted Kingfisher. 

Norm Murr sent in a report with a map of the area between Yonge and Bayview 
from Elgin Mills Road to 19th Avenue, Richmond Hill, indicating his observa
tions, among others, of six species of Am~rican sparrows. (The song sparrow 
was not on the map although it was mentioned in the accompanying note.) Norm 
is still regularly submitting reports on the Leslie Street Spit species. His 
report on snowy owl observation of February 21, 1987, read, "Watched as it 
tried to catch an oldsguaw; it dove on a raft of 8 birds twice and actually 
touched the water with its talons but the oldsquaws dove underwate~ too fast 
for it ••• let it get within a few feet each time before diving. Afterwards the 
oldsquaws showed no panic but continued courting and displaying." 

(INTERESTING! 1 
BLUE JAY Nov. 12 '87 flying from an old paper-wasp nest, Taylor Creek Park. 

AMERICAN CROW Dec. 8 1 87, while feeding, two "threatening" people in parking 
lot at Scarboro Town Centre. 

HERMIT THRUSH in Africa Pavilion at Metro Zoo November 25, 1987. 

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO -Sept. 21 1 87 East Don at Finch & Cummer recognized by bill 
- downcurved,yellow lower mandible. Another observation in 

Willowdale June 26 '88 was identified by its call as described in 
Peterson's field-guide; observer mentioned that tent cater
pillars were plentiful in 1 88. An individual was reported at 
Leslie Street Spit October 10 1 87. 

HOUSE SPARROW noticed with nest material at Crescent Town November 8, 1987. 
(This does not necessarily indicate breeding - See THE HOUSE 
SPARROW by D. Summers-Smith.) 

t> 
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TORONTO REGION BIRD RECORDS - cont'd 

BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD young seen with EASTERN KINGBIRDSat The Spi t, August 23, 
1987. 

COMMON SNIPE in display at Leslie Street Spit, April 11, 1987. 

CASPIAN TERN pair diving on human, May 2, 1987 - Leslie Street Spit , 

SPOTTED SANDPIPER - seventeen were at the Spit May 16 1 87 some engaging in 
"broken wing act", as was also the case on May 23, 
July 18 and 25, 1 87. By August 1 1 87 there were some 
immatures in evidence. 

HORNED LARK , two males observed in flight display at The Spit on May 16 1 87. 

CANADA GOOSE goslings were noticed at The Spit on May 23 1 87 and on May 1 1 88. 
By November 20 1 87 most geese were in flight there. 

WOOD WARBLERS, sixteen species were observed at The Spit on August 23 1 87. 

AMERICAN ROBIN fledged young on May 24 at The Spit. Only one noticed. 

REDHEAD and AMERICAN WIGEON - two "occasionally breeding" species for Toronto 
Region were seen at The Spit on July 18 and a pair of 
the former July 25, 1987. See TORONTO REGION BIRD CHART 
by Bruce Parker. 

GADWALL ducklings were observed at The Spit on July 25, 1987. 

CAROLINA WREN was heard in full song at The Spit on August 23 and again on 
September 12, 1987. 

AMERICAN GOLDFINCH, two adults were observed feeding three young at The Spit 
on August 23, 1987. 

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT flocks of up to 35 were seen flying south from The 
Spit on August 23 and 30, 1987, yet one was seen 
fishing on September 12. 

GRFAT BLACK-BACKEDGULLbver 100 were at the Leslie Street Spit by August 30, 198 7. 

COOPER'S HAWK, one of them was seen taking a EUROPEAN STARLING at The Spit 
on September 12, 1987. 

AMERICAN KESTREL, one of them observed being "buzzed" by a SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 
at The Spit on September 12 and on October 31, a kestrel 
was seen with a vole. 

SNOWY OWL,one of them was seen being "buzzed" by a SHORT-EARED OWL and later 
a .. snowy owl was "buzzed" by a SNOW BUNTING! (Nov. 7 1 87) 

MUTE SWAN, two of them were seen in flight at The Spit on October 3, 1987, 
two to four seen in company of two yellow wing-tagged 
TRUMPETER SWANS October 17 and 18. 

GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER, two of them seen on October 31 1 87 at The Spit w.e~e 
considered late birds. 

NORTHERN SHRIKE, one engaged in a short song at The Spit on November 7 1 87. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER - there were 75 counted at The Spit on Nov. 28, 1987. 

LONG EARED OWL, one of them observed with a light grey facial disc instead of 
the typical reddish-brown, on March 6 1 88 at The Spit. 

RING-BILLED GULL was estimated to number 4000 compared to 2000 for HERRING GULL 
at The Spit on February 20, 1988. t> 
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TORONTO REGION BIRD RECORDS - cont'd 

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD - flocks of females May l, 1988, at Leslie Street Spit. 

NIGHTHAWK - few reports in 1988, some in August, migration. 

RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD - blossoms which attracted it were horsechestnut 
in Rosedale, May 18, 1988,and Nicotiana in garden Dufferin & St. 
Clair July 13, 1988, the latter after dark, 21:20 EDST. 

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER AND ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK male, presented a good oppor
tunity to compare their similar colours in adjacent trees at 
Toronto island May 10, 1988. 

BARN SWALLOW - Metro Zoo June 16, perching while in song, inserting a rapid, 
short rattle from time to time. Same year 1988, August 3 proved 
a good time to observe, at Ward's Island, a "classic" adult and 
immature side-by-side, adult wtth - breast golden-buff to the end 
of the tail coverts, immature pure white in same area, both with 
ruddy throats. 

LINCOLN'S SPARROW May 8 188 - Taylor Creek Park - five observed in brush pile, 
call "siip". Very tiny on close view (compared to closely related 
song sparrow ana swamp sparrow). Face and superciliary appeared 
greenish-grey, fine lines on breast (one at least had converging 
spot),apricot "whiskers", dark crown with fine line through centre. 

MALLARD - May 23, at Toronto Islands, three or more ducklings appeared ,with 
adults, plus a nest with one white egg showing . By August 3 some 
males were in eclipse at Edwards Gardens. By October 15 of the 
same year, 1988, some males were in advanced breeding plumage at 
Humber Valley. 

RED-SHOULDERED HAWK seen at Highland Creek, circling high above, but with 
binoculars both the "windows" in the wings and at least four tail
bands were evident. September 30, 1988. 

Though these species are listed here in random order as they were selected from 
the reports, they appear in systematic order in most of the lists in our files . 
Though we describe the foregoing as "interesting", there are many others on 
file which you might consider more so, and in fact, the most routine-looking 
entries can become very interesting when considered together. 

I OCCAS IONALS I 
We have on file,date and place information and recognition feature observed 
for many "occasionals" such as WESTERN GREBE, COMMON RAVEN, WHIP-POOR-WILL 
(observed inside garage at TD Centre and call heard in Rosedale),'IUFIE!)TTIMXJSE, 
ORCHARD OOIOLE (active tiest), YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON, PRAIRIE WARBLER ( even 
bobbed its tail), FORSTER'S TERN (orange bill), CATTLE EGRET, RED-THROATED 
LOON, and BUDGERIGAR(escapees). We could use some identification data on 
grasshopper sparrow, clay-coloured sparrow, Bohemian waxwing, sora rail, 
yellow-bellied flycatcher, willow flycatcher, Hudsonian godwit, Baird's sand
piper , surf seater, golden eagle, eared grebe, Thayer's gull, Iceland gull, white
eyed vireo, alder flycatcher. 

/PARTICIPANTS I M. Allain, D. Banville, Molly Campbell, Karin Fawthrop, Cathy 
Heynes, Bob Johnson, Helen Juhola, Terry McQuiston, Reta McWhinnie, Norm Murr, 
Wilf Murray, Mary Nickle, David Selley, Al Shaw, Grace Somers, Mary Louise 
Stewart, Elizabeth Vowles. Please keep sending in your reports. 

DB □ 
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BE. PREPARED 

for winter outings 

Winter is a great time for exploring nature and experiencing 
some of the special magic of this season. However, a sure 
way to ruin a day spent out-of-doors is to be cold. Before 
your outing, take precautions against frostbite, windburn 
and sunburn and learn the best ways to conserve body heat. 
The following suggestions will give you a good start to enjoy 
your outdoor experience on a cold winter day. 

~ a day outside can make you very hungry. Be sure to have a 
good breakfast before your trip. 

e several layers of light wool shirts and sweaters are 
superior to a single heavy garment. If you become hot, you 
can always peel off one or more layers. 

o make sure that your clothing is not too tight. You will 
want to be able to move with ease. 

ea scarf is necessary to keep your face, neck and body warm. 
~ if your head is uncovered, your chances of being cold are 

greater. About 25% of your body's heat loss occurs through 
the head. 

a dry, clean socks are necessary to protect your feet from the 
cold. It's a good idea to bring along a spare pair in case 
one pair gets wet. A good pair of warm, waterproof boots 
are essential. 

@ pants should be made of a material that resists wetness 
and snow. Heavy wool pants are the best; blue jeans are 
the worst. 

t mittens are warmer than gloves because your fingers are 
together. 

[adapted from a pamphlet entitled ''Discover the Magic of Winter" 
produced by the Halton Region Conservation Authority] 

Free advice about bird books and optics is available 
across Canada through a toll-free telephone service at 
the Nature Canada Bookstore of the Canadian Nature 
Federation in Ottawa. The number is 800-267-4800. 
Yes, the store sells bird gear but callers have no 
obligation to buy. from·, Peter Whelan's column in the 

GLOBE AND MAIL, Aug. 13, 1988 
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So you want to be a naturalist . .. 
You too can DRAW WILDLIFE. Obtain a sketch book, penc ils and 
some black felt pens, and start out! Don't worry about being 
admired - that only holds you back. Just enjoy be ing close to 
your subjects and expressing yourse l f - no matter what anyone 
thinks. Draw your pets or the animals at the zoo or museum. 
Start with mounted specimens or sleeping animals, but also try 
some scribbly impressions of action as you watch. Th ere ' s nothi ng 
like your or i ginal drawing, but you can work from your own or 
other people ' s photographs too . Choose one with some shaddws so 
you will have interesting contrast and ~ontour in your drawing. 
Use 1 ines ~ or cross-hatching ~ for the shaded parts. 
Use dots .•. for the 1 ighter shad i ng, or you can use dots for 

a 1 1 of the ·s· had i n g , us i n g more of them for the d a r k er pa rt s ~ /?;!{, 
If you don't know where to start, take a picture from a newspaper 
that nobody ~ants ?ny more, and r ul e i t into ~ ~rid Effi 
of squares like th i s . [IJI] ... or like tnis 
depending on the shape. LLW 
Rule your paper of the same size exac tly the sa me, in pencil, 
then copy each square as yo u see it. It's surprising what you can 
do th is way. 

Don't forget, plants are wildlife too. We can't pick anything 
from our parks but you can eit her work on t hem in the fie ld when 
weather permits, or collect leaves and twigs that have fallen 
and take them home to work on . If you're digging up la~n weeds, 
it's interesting to do the root and all. Try to i dentify what 
y o u h a v e d r a w n . Y o u w i l 1 f i n d t h a t , w h e n d r a w i n g , y o u n o·t i c e m o r e . 

Drawing is an adventure. Don't f orget to sign your work. 
DB 

If you wish to send your picture to this newsletter, and it is in pencil, 
ink it in first. If you ' re worried about losing it in the mails, send in a 
good photocopy (such as one from College Copy at 1170 Bay Street or 4100 
Yonge Street which you can get for a few cents). If you have based your 
drawing on someone else ' s photo, please mark it, "from a photograph by------". 
This also applies to illustrations copied or traced from books; credit should 
be given to the author or illustrator. Send your illustrations to: 

Diana Banville, Apt. 710, 7 Crescent Place, Toronto, Ontario M4C 5L7. 

Green fruit of horsechestnut 
found in Rosedale September, 7988. 

Note drawing uses lines and -
especially for cast shadow - dots. 
Only small areas of solid black 
are used as larger areas sometimes 
do not reproduce well . 
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A BIRDFINDING GUIDE TO THE TORONTO REGION by Clive E. Goodwin, Clive & Joy 
Goodwin Enterprises Ltd., Toronto, Revised 1988, 153 pp ($8.95) 

This long awaited revised edition is now on the shelves. First published 
in 1979, it has been out-of-print for many years. Much has changed in the 
interval. A BIRDFINDING GUIDE TO THE TORONTO REGION has been completely 
updated with much new material being added. The result is a book 50% 
longer than the original. 

What Mr . Goodwin gives us is a key; it opens the door to 105 of the best 
birding spots in the Metro region. A goldmine of information is presented, 
including full directions on how to get to the areas as well as what birds 
you can expect to see when you get there. All of the region's major 
natural habitats and their breeding birds are described, along with a 
month-to-month review of the birding opportunities. A systematic list 
giving the status of all bird species in the region, with bar charts 
showing their monthly distribution, is also included. The book is 
meticulously cross-referenced and indexed, which makes finding things a 
breeze. 

All in all, a first class effort by one of the TFN~ longstanding and 
distinguished members. I suspect this book will find its way under many 
a birder's Christmas tree. [Available at Dec. meeting. See page 2.] 

THE BIRDER'S HANDBOOK: A FIELD GUIDE TO THE NATURAL HISTORY OF NORTH 
AMERICAN BIRDS by Paul Ehrlich, David Dobkin and Darryl Wheye, 
Simon & Shuster Inc., New York and Toronto, 1988, 785 pp (about $20 . 00) 

What we have here is a complete and authoritative reference to the birds 
of North America. If you've drooled over THE AUDUBON SOCIETY OF NORTH 
AMERICAN BIRDS but have balked at the $100 plus price tag, this book is 
the answer at a fraction of the cost and size. It will tell you at a 
glance: where the birds nest, and which sex builds the nest; how many eggs 
the bird lays, what they look like, which parent incubates and for how 
long, and how the young are cared for, food preferences and foraging habits. 
Information about displays and mating, wintering, conservation status is 
also included. And as if that were not enough, there are some 250 short 
essays covering all aspects of avian natural history. 

Here is the perfect companion to your identification guide. They should 
be side by side on the bookshelf--one to help you recognize, the other to 
help you understand. 

EASTERN FORESTS by John Kricher and Gordon Morrison, Houghton Mifflin Co., 
Boston, 1988, 368 pp (about $20.00) 

Billed as a second-generation field guide, this new addition to the 
Peterson Field Guide series is a winner. It takes us beyond mere 
identification to the holistic. Chapters on forest field marks, ecological 
succession, adaptations and the patterns of spring, summer, fall and winter 
provide an overview of the life of the forest and field. In short, t~is 

t> 
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FOR READING (cont'd) 

book gives an understanding of how the fabric of nature is woven together . 

Not only does EASTERN FORESTS set a new standard in field guides, but it 
promises to become a classic in the genre. A must for any naturalist who 
wishes to dig a little deeper. 

Phil Joiner 

PROTECTING THE OZONE LAYER: WHAT YOU CAN DO by Sarah L. Clark, Environmental 
Defense Fund, New York, 1988, available from Ecology House, 12 Madison 
Ave. ($3.00) 

This 32- page booklet carries a subheading: "A Citizens' Guide to Reducing 
the Use of Ozone Depleting Chemicals". The Introduction details the 
What , Why, and How of CFCs and halons and points out that since several 
years will elapse before alternative processes can be introduced in 
industry, it is vital that individuals do what they can now to further 
recycling options and safe chemical substitutes. It liststhe principal 
contributors to ozone depletion: refrigerators, home and automobile air 
conditioners, "coolers" for commercial and industrial space, solvents, 
hospital sterilants, and fire extinguishers--and suggests nine ways by 
which citizens can attempt to alter or lessen the effects of these 
articles on their own lives and the lives of their communities. Clearly 
there is a long way to go before Government moves from rhetoric to action, 
but we have to make a start, and it is up to us. 

RECYCLE 
Do you hate throwing pretty Xmas cards 
away? One way to recycle them is to 
use pinking scissors and cut around 
areas of the picture and create your 
parcel tags to be used next year. 
They can be made round, oval or oblong. 

The same can be done for Easter and 
birthday cards. 

Liz Ball 

Who would think it, eh? 
After recycling begins 
blue box in river. 

Eva Davis 

haiku by Helen Juhola 

D 

□ 
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FEEDER WATCHING IS MORE THAN FUN 

Saturday morning, February 6. Blowing snow and 10°F. A good day to sit 
around in pajamas, drink coffee and read the paper . But today is also 
count day for Project FeederWatch, so we'll drink our coffee by the window 
overlooking our bird feeder. Let's see--2 chickadees, 1 downy woodpecker 
--here come the grosbeaks, 6, 10 ••• no, 17. And there's the first purple 
finch of the season! 

So goes the morning for participants in Project FeederWatch, a continent 
wide survey of bird feeders begun last year by the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology and Canada's Long Point Bird Observatory. The project is an 
expanded version of one run in Ontario for 11 years, designed to answer 
questions frequently asked by feeder owners: "Why are there so few evening 
grosbeaks this winter?" "What can I do to discourage starlings?" "Why 
does my neighbour get all the Blue Jays while I have none?" 

Feeder surveys can start to answer such questions by documenting the 
numbers and kinds of birds at feeders. Moreover, work in Ontario showed 
that bird numbers at feeders could be used to help monitor winter bird 
populations. The continental coverage of Project FeederWatch should allow 
scientists to follow changing winter distributions throughout North America, 
both within and between years. 

Last winter, over 4,000 participants from Alaska to Florida showed that 
the dark-eyed junco was the most widespread species at feeders, by a large 
margin (see Table 1). The house sparrow was more than twice as abundant, 
even though it was seen at fewer feeders. An outstanding feature of last 
winter was the unusually large number of pine siskins in all parts of the 
continent. 

The most abundant species are generally those that occur coast to coast, 
but detailed results from all regions show fascinating differences in the 
less common species. People in the deep south (whose daffodils may bloom 
in February) are able to attract orioles and hummingbirds along with thetr 
juncos and evening grosbeaks, while FeederWatchers out west reported black
billed magpies, Gambel's quail and scrub jays. 

Anyone who can identify the birds at their feeders may join Project 
FeederWatch. Counts are made on one or two days every second week from 
November to April, and recorded on special computer-readable forms. 
FeederWatchers pay $9.00 annually to support the project, and in return 
receive 4 newsletters, including a full report on results that is mailed 
a few months after the end of the winter season. 

FeederWatch is aiming for at least 50 participants in each state and 
province and about 10,000 overall, so we hope you'll join us! Find out 
how your feeder stacks up while also contributing important scientific 
data. Sign up by sending your name and address and $9.00 to: 

Project FeederWatch, Long Point Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 160, 
Port Rowan, Ontario NOE lMO. 

Now, let's see ••• 3 more American goldinches, 2 tree sparrows ••• 

Erica H. Dunn, Coordinator 
Project FeederWatch 

t> 
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FEEDERWATCH (cont'd) 

Table 1. Most widespread 
and abundant feeder 
spec i es at North American Species 

feeders during winter ----------
1987 - 88, as shown by Dark-eyed Junco 

Pine Siskin Project FeederWatch 

//. /):~~~ 
./ 

House Sparrow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
American Goldfinch 
Downy Woodpecker 
European Starling 
Blue Jay 
House Finch 
Northern Cardinal 
Mourning Dove 
.Red-winged Blackbird 
Purple Finch 
Common Grackle 
White-crowned Sparrow 
Evening Grosbeak 
Common Redpoll 

Percentage Average Average Highest 
of feeders weekly where weekly 

visited number present average 

87 5.2 6.0 60 
65 7.0 10.8 278 
64 11.2 17.5 198 
57 1.8 3.2 44 
56 5.7 10.2 198 
52 0.5 1.0 7 
51 2.3 4.5 11 2 
49 1.2 2.4 28 
48 5.5 11 5 172 
48 2.4 5.0 46 
40 2.8 7.0 159 
40 1.8 4.5 
34 1.1 3.2 
34 1.1 3.2 
26 1.0 3.8 
23 2.5 10.9 
13 5.1 39.2 

The Northern Cardinal, 
despite its name, has 

0 

been until recently a 
"southerner" to a Canadian. 
According to Peck & James 
BREEDING BIRDS OF ONTARIO 
its first nesting record 
in Ontario was at Point 
Pelee in 1901. Since 
then it has steadily 
increased its range north 
and has even been sighted 
at Thunder Bay. Numbers 
4 (Dec.1938) and 34 (Jan. 
1943) of TFN newsletter 
speak of its remarkable 

increase. It now likes 
the north so well that 
it stays all winter as 
evidenced by this picture 
of one perched on a snowy 
branch, taken from an 
etching by Owen Fisher . 

Fleming in THE NATURAL 
HISTORY OF THE TORONTO 
REGION (Faull 1913) lists 
it as an accidental. 

73 
45 
35 
46 

128 
69 
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FURIOUS ABOUT FURS 

Members will be aware of the recent controversy surrounding the British 
Trade Minister's proposal to label furs obtained by leghold trapping. In 
the event, Prime Minister Thatcher v.etoed the projected labelling, to the 
rejoicing of Canadian MPs, fur industry workers and native people~. 

It is the reason for the end product, as much as trapping itself, which 
disturbs me. Northern Indians talk of "a way of life". Animal rights 
activists say it is a way of life which has to go. 

For Northern people, furs doubtless remain a necessity of winter survival. 
For markets in the rest of the world, however, furs are largely a status 
commodity. The fur industry is a fashion industry catering to dress fads, 
not to need--unless keeping up with the befurred Joneses can be regarded 
as a legitimate need. Surely the aboriginal way of life is perverted 
when the end served is that of a man or woman in the Toronto subway, fur 
reaching from neck to ankle, coat flung wide for a glimpse of open-shirted 
manly chest or the obligatory string of pearls? Is it for this that 
animals endure agonizing and often lengthy deaths? With genuine sympathy 
for what has been stripped from the dignity and lifestyle of native 
people by the white man's encroachment, there was no worldwide Canadian 
fur trade until the white man engendered it. 

The public has, in the past couple of decades, come to view the leopard 
skin coat as a luxury item in poor taste, leopards being an endangered 
species. Even more recently it has become unfashionable to be cloaked in 
seal skin (although commercial traffic in pelts still continues, see news 
on page 3_1,) One defence of the "harvesting" of Northern animals is that 
they are in no danger of extinction. This is ethically beside the point 
regarding the killing of creatures to satisfy fashion dictates. There is 
much literature recording the insistence of trappers that to take this 
activity away is to destroy their cultural integrity. All those I have 
read stress their respect for animals. I have always found it difficult 
to reconcile the anomaly of that respect along with the deliberate 
inflicting of a long and painful death. 

In the Commons Debates of June 17, 1988, Mr. Dave Nickerson, Western 
Arctic, called the British decision "this victory of commonsense". 

"Expediency" would have been the truer word. He praised "the efforts of 
provincial and territorial Governments, native organizations, the fur 
trade itself, and the opposition Parties, all of whom rallied to the 
defence of Canada's oldest and most honourable industry". Every country 
has its time-honoured customs, but Mr. Nickerson has laid hyperbole on 
with a trowel. The Spanish bullfight can claim the same lofty traditions 
but I doubt if Canadians in general would view it in such an elevated 
light. The pomp attending the English foxhunt--in Oscar Wilde's 
inimitable phrase, "The unspeakable in full pursuit of the uneatable"--
is a royal tradition which benefitted everyone but the fox, from stable 
boy to costumier to master of hounds to titled head. In their time 
proponents of bear-baiting and cock-fighting saw nothing dishonourable in 
pursuits which provided both human entertainment and a livelihood for those 
housing the unfortunate animals. Not all cultural traditions can bear the 
scrutiny of changing values. 

There is today a wide choice of manmade materials which are preferred by 

t> 
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FURIOUS ABOUT FURS (cont'd) 

Alpine climbers and Arctic explorers in place of fur. Surely, therefore, 
it boils down to these thorny essentials: what can replace trapping as a 
revenue for native people, and where can the skills of fur trade workers 
be diverted, and on these issues Government has neither intention nor 
initiative to do anything but rest on the bedrock of all that "cultural 
tradition". 

As though to prove that the industry's heart is in the right place 
Ms Audrey McLaughlin, Yukon, called upon the federal Government "to 
increase funding for research aimed at creating more humane traps". Any 
worker in wildlife welfare knows how hollow this appeal is. Search for 
a "humane trap" has been going on for over 60 years. Leghold traps are 
illegal in the city where they might mangle a human limb, for heaven's 
sake! In the wild, they are common usage. Ms McLaughlin continued: "We 
cannot rest in our struggle to preserve a way of life, an important 
cultuDal Canadian heritage in a substantial sector of our economy". The 
truly valid word in all this is "economy";the rest is rhetorical bolstering, 
however sincerely declaimed. 

We have, therefore, economic need on the one hand supplying "status need" 
on the other. But as a letter on the subject in SIERRA magazine points 
out (Sept./Oct. 1988), "No one owes it to any industry or people to buy 
their products just to keep them in business or to maintain their way of 
life". Can we honestly advocate the rights of other creatures on our 
planet- -which is what human growth and ecological awareness are all about 
--while promoting a "tradition" and a "culture" which countermand those 
righcs? As for being "Canada's ••• most honourable industry", there is 
little that is honouraole in the long history of animal suffering, the 
products from which service an enormously lucrative world market in 
human narcissism. We condemn the illegal global trade in live animals; 
why do we continue to eulogize a trade in dead ones which is morally 
unjustifiable and achieved by particularly cruel means? 

Eva Davis 

I do not accept the old argument that we should make "wise use" of 
other species of mammals. To me they are not "natural resources" 
to be managed by departments of game and fisheries and the like. 
This may have served for the ethics of a previous generation, but 
it is an extension of the medieval view that -everything· was "made 
for man"s use and benefit", the view that ~od created "the beasts 
of the field and the fowl of the air" specifically to be exploited 
by humans. I cannot accept the proposition that there is any such 
thing as "wise use" of other species of wild animals. Nothing less 
than respect for their rights will do. 

from DANCING ON THE SHORE by Harold Horwood, McClelland and Stewart, 
1987 

For further reading on the same subject try SEA OF SLAUGHTER by 
Farley Mowat, McClelland and Stewart, 1984 

D 
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FRAGILE PRICKLY PEAR IN SCARBOROUGH? 

On December 21, 1986 while walking the beach below Scarborough Bluffs, I 
noticed an unusual plant. It was a tiny cactus consisting of a single, 
2.5 cm, prostrate dull green pad and an exposed portion of rootstalk. I 
took photographs of the cactus. I was uncertain whether it had come 
"naturally" to the beach, or had been planted or dumped by humans. The 
following spring, May 29, 1987, I revisited the cactus to look for signs 
of growth. Sure enough, a small new bud had appeared near the tip of the 
single pad. Subsequent observations through the summer saw the cactus 
sprou~ two separate vigorous green pads. The cactus was indeed growing, 
if not thriving, on its own. 

Prickly pear cactus (Opuntia compressa) is said to be the only species of 
cactus found in Southern Ontario (1). It is distinguished from Opuntia 
fragilis by its larger and more compressed pads and longer, fewer spines 
(2). Based on these distinctions I tentatively identified the Scarborough 
cactus as O. fragilis. On September 20, 1987, the well-known author/ 
artist team of James L. Hodgins and Zile Zichmanis accompanied me to the 
site . Mr. Hodgins confirmed the cactus to be fragile prickly pear. We 
undertook a brief search for other cacti in the area. I quickly located 
a second specimen, again consisting of a single pad (3). This lent 
credence to the possibility that the cacti had been established naturally 
on this section of beach. Mr. Hodgins speculated that this site could be 
the southernmost Canadian station for 0. fragilis. [It is native to 
Western Canada.] 

The cacti may have spread vegetatively to the Scarborough beach: the pads 
of O. fragilis easily detach and adhere to animal fur or feathers; each 
detached pad has the ability to sprout once it's deposited on mineral soil 
(4). The 200 metre distance from the water's edge seemed to weigh against 
water transportation. 

The site itself was well-suited to 
cacti. It had an open, southerly 
exposure, and the Bluffs rising 
300 metres to the north sheltered 
it from north winds. The soil was 
mainly sand with some silt and 
coarse gravel. At Mr. Hodgins' 
suggestion, I had two soil samples 
tested for pH. The values of 8.31 
and 8.55 indicate slightly 
alkaline conditions (5). 

The site is located precariously 
near pedestrian traffic, and is 
subject to the effects of erosion 
from the Bluffs. As of October 12, 
1988, at least the initial clump of 
cacti remains in place, but is not 
flourishing. It would appear that 
0. f,ragilis is at ,• the very edge of 
viability on the Scarborough beach. 

Jim Garratt 
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FRAGILE PRICKLY PEAR (cont'd) 

NOTES: 

(1) Reznicek, A.A., 1982. "The cactus in Southwestern Ontario". ONTARIO 
FIELD BIOLOGIST 36(1):35. 

(2) Bernshaw, Elliott, N icd.e, 1984. "Cacti in Canada". NATURE CANADA 
13(3):22-27. 

(3) Hodgins and Zichmanis checked the area for ''approximately 100 metres 
westward" and found no Opuntia fragilis. 

(4) Bernshaw, Elliott, Nicole. Op cit. 

(5) These tests were carried out by Richard Garratt at Carling O'Keefe . 

(6) Illustration by Zile Zichmanis is from "Native Cacti in Canadian 
Gardens" by Jim Hodgins in WILDFLOWER 1(1):6-9. 

Mt'V'''I C,t.,M k\\~ e_ 
,.... .. '( t., \~" 

JG □ 

· The wild geranium 
(sketched behind the 
cabin, TFN Nature 
Centre, Sunnybrook 
Park) is usually 
rosy-mauve, but a 
white form has been 
identified in 
Crothers Woods. 

The species ranges 
throughout most of 
the eastern half of 
the United States -
as far south as 
Georgia. In Canada 
the range is given 
as occurring as far 
west as Manitoba. In 
Ontario, the most 
northerly record we 
have in TFN Library 
is near Washago. 
Has anyone seen this 
plant north of 45°N -
either personally or 
on a checklist for 
the area? 
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IN THE NEWS 
SPRAYING CUT 

Ontario Hydro will stop broadcast spraying of herbicides on brush under 
power lines, along roadways and near residential lots · from next spring . 
Hydro will use alternative ways of controlling brush under lines and will 
begin cutting fast-growing trees near roads and homes and then use 
herbicides on the Sbllll[lS. It will mean a reduction of 35 per cent in 
herbicide use. 

adapted from the GLOBE AND MAIL, Oct. 8, 1988 

Comment: Moving with the times, Ontario Hydro have set an example to other 
large service corporations and are to be congratulated on their 
environmental and citizen concern. Send letters to: 
Mr. Robert Franklin, President, Ontario Hydro, 700 University Ave., 
Toronto, Ont. MSG 1X6. 

PLAN TO BURY HYDRO LINES WINS SUPPORT AT CITY HALL 

A $1.2-billion plan for burying Toronto's unsightly power lines received 
approval of a City Hall committee yesterday. But it has yet to be 
determined who will cover the cost of the massive 25-year endeavour . The 
city's existing power lines must be replaced with new ones that can 
handle the increasing demand for power. If the new overhead lines are 
strung along residential streets, many trees would have to be pruned or 
even cut down. Hydro began its upgrading program in 1983 and some 
residential areas have already been equipped with the new 45-foot poles, 
replacing the traditional 24-foot ones. Some residents became alarmed 
when their trees were disfigured to make way for new power lines, and 
since then have been lobbying city politicians for help . A hydro 
conversion task force, staffed by resident groups and city politicians, 
recently concluded that an underground network of wires, though costly 
is the best way to save the trees. 

adapted from the GLOBE AND MAIL, Oct. 5, 1988 

Comment: This issue is not completely resolved yet. At a meeting of the 
City Services Committee on Tues. Dec. 13 at 10:30 am at Toronto 
City Hall, the matter of how the recommendations of the committee 
are to be paid for must be decided. 

SEAL HUNT NOT OVER 

Contrary to popular belief, the harp seal hunt of Eastern Canada is still 
operated by landsmen, on foot or from small vessels. The total allowable 
catch remains at 186,000, unchanged since 1982. The Government ban was 
on commercial killing of whitecoat seals, but "ragged-jackets" (pups in 
the process of moulting, from two-three weeks) and "beaters" (those which 
have completed the moult, aged four weeks and more) are literally fair 
game. "It is hardly 'an industry dealt a virtual deathblow five years 
ago'. To the contrary : the landsmen hunt is having its best year since 
1982". 

excerpt from a letter to EQUINOX magazine, May/June 1988, by Micheal Earle, 
Greenpeace Canada 

[See pages 27-28.] c,... 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

ROCKY SAUGEEN TROUT RIVER IS DYING AFTER WORKERS RELEASE TONNES OF SILT 

Buried beneath a blanket of filth, the Rocky Saugeen River--one of Onta'rio's 
purest waterways until mid-September--is dying. A 10-kilometre stretch of 
river near Hanover, Ontario, is smothered in mud because workers rebuilding 
a century-old dam flushed tonnes of silt into the waterway. Thousands of 
fish have died as well as crayfish and insects; an important spawning bed 
for brook and brown trout was buried. The dam was being converted to a 
hydro generating plant when the water level in a large pond behind the 
dam was lowered. The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources says no one 
was given permission to fix the dam but the project's manager maintains 
the government approved the repairs of the dam which is owned by Jalcan 
Power of Cambridge, Ontario. 

adapted from the GLOBE AND MAIL, Oct. 11, 1988 

TRAPPED CHICKADEES ATTACKED BY NORMALLY VEGETARIAN DEER 

"The Ottawa Banding Group found white-tailed deer munching on chickadees 
trapped in bird-banding nets recently. One bird was reduced to a leg. 
Several others were soaked in deer saliva when rescued. The normally 
vegetarian deer were reluctant to leave when handers approached." 

from ?eter Whelan's column in the GLOBE AND MAIL, Oct. 22, 1988 

Comment: Why were the birds left in the net for so long that deer found 
them before the handers did? Banding can only be done by 
"birders" licenced by the Federal Government. Perhaps the 
government officials should look into this particular operation? 

INSECTICIDE ON GOLF COURSE LINKED TO DEATH OF GEESE 

More than a dozen Canada geese were accidentally killed ~fter an 
insecticide was sprayed improperly on a Metro Toronto golf course . 
Diazinon was sprayed on the grounds of the ~unicipally owned Scarlett 
Woods Golf Course, near Eglinton Avenue and Jane Street. Diazinon is a 
popular insecticide used by golf courses for killing white grubs that 
live in soil. The groundskeepers failed t0 water the grass immediately 
after spraying. The instructions for using the chemical are clearly 
written on the label and the groundskeeper, an employee of Metro's parks 
and property department, had been trained in the use of pesticides. The 
man is being charged with applying a pesticide improperly, which 
carries a fine of $153.75. Birds rarely arP. killed by the improper use 
of diazinon, which is designed to paralyze insects by destroying their 
nerve tissue. Alarm has been expressed that this pesticide is being 
used on golf courses, Pesticides and other chemicals can spread by 
leaching into the ground water. 

adapted from an article by Paul Taylor in the GLOBE AND MAIL, Oct. 5,1988 

Comment: Use of the pesticide diazinon on golf courses and sod farms was 
prohibited in March by the Environmental Protection Agency (in the U.S.A.). 
It was implicated in some 60 bird kills in 18 states, mostly on large, 
open grassy areas such as golf courses according to AUDUBON, Vol. 90, 
No. 5, Sept. 1988 "Briefings" by Chris Wille. r::o,. 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

YORK BACKS SUBDIVISION ON CONTAMINATED SITE 

A 14.7-hectare site in the City of York (the former office and storage 
yard of Levy Industries Ltd., a military surplus dealer), where testing 
revealed the presence of toxic materials such as cyanide, PCBs, lead and 
methane in quantities exceeding safety guidelines, has been approved for 
a subdivision. York Council passed a "holding bylaw" that the site would 
have to he cleaned up before any foundation is poured. Approval, however, 
gave the developer 40 per cent more housing and nine times more commercial 
space t.han permitted under the city's official plan. The initial testing 
done by an engineering firm for the Ministry of the Environment showed a 
lead level of 155 and 250 parts per million--the maximum acceptable level 
is 50 p.p.m. It also revealed levels of polychlorinated biphenyls of up 
to 0.2 p.p.m. in one test and the allowable safety level of 0.05 p.p.m. 
in two others; and cyanide levels from 0.35 to 0.65 p.p.m. while the 
safety level is 0.1 p.p.m. The subdivision planned on the site, Westpointe, 
is estimated to cost more than $100-million. It will include a 18,600-
square-metre commercial centre on Weston Road west of Jane Street. It 
will also include 2,150 condominiums, apartments and townhouses backing 
on to the Humber River. Buildings in Westpointe include four 20- to 24-
story buildings, six J.6-story buildings, 80 townhouses and a supermarket. 
The proposal by M & C exceeds York's official plan limitations by 650 
residential units and 16,750 square metres of commercial space. 

condensed from an article by Susan Huxley in the GLOBE AND MAIL, Sept. 21/88 

Comment: Another example of poor planning! The Humber Valley will be 24-
stories deeper with the usual increased shading, wind tunnel 
effect and loss of natural landscape. Even if all polluted soil 
is removed, erosion and pollution will increase as soil is 
covered by asphalt and concrete, preventing absorption of water. 

□ 

people 
Isabel Smaller 

TFN members who knew Isabel Smaller will have the opportunity to attend 
a service to be held in celebration of her life. Isabel died in June and 
will be remembered as one of life's enthusiastic all-rounders. For some 
time she was Chairman of TFN's Botany Group,and was also a photographer, 
some of her work finding its way into the Canadian Wildflower Calendar . 
She was interested in astronomy and, when Halley's Comet was making its 
recent appearance, she sat up all night to capture a picture of this 
phenomenon. Her energies found outlets in various committees dealing 
with local and social issues, and she incredibly found time to be an 
itinerant teacher of the recorder both in Toronto schools and in adult 
groups. Isabel's memorial service will be held at the First Unitarian 
Congregation, 175 St. Clair Avenue West, on November 29 at 8 pm. A 
recorder group will provide the music and there will be a showing of her 
slides. 

Vivan White & Eva Davis □ 
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NATURAL REGENERATION AREA 

The City of Toronto Department of Parks and Recreation is committed 
to preserving and improving natural areas for the enjoyment of the 
citizens of Toronto and future generations. 

This ravine has been recommended for rehabilitation through the 
planting of trees and shrubs. The area will be fenced to allow 
time for natural regeneration to establish. The fencing is only 
temporary protection. With time this ravine will stabilize and 
support itself naturally. 

For any comments and questions, contact the Department of Parks and 
Recreation at 392-7281. ) ----------------------------------------

Comment: Don't be surprised if you see this sign in High Park or 
Chatsworth Ravine. For more information about this program, 
see the letter on page 10 and the following article. 

It was "snowing" 
in High Park 
On June 15, 1988, 
during the TFN 
Nature Arts Outing 
- petals from the 
tall black locusts 
which Mary Cumming 
sketched, with a 
fellow sketcher 
toward the fore
ground •. 
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HIGH PARK MASTER PLANNING STUDY 

Name the one place in Toronto, on the subway line, where you can: 
a) experience a large natural environment setting that includes the 

largest pond in Toronto 
b) visit a historic site 
c) play tennis, baseball, soccer and swim, skate, square dance and picnic 
d) attend free musical concerts and a first-class out-of-doors theatrical 

production 
e) enjoy an internationally acclaimed formal horticultural garden 
f) see animals in their natural environment as well as in a zoo 

High Park is all this and much more. It has bee n a Toronto tradition-
providing a natural refuge from the urban hectic pace as well as providing 
a playground for the city's energy--for 115 year~ . 

Now the City of Toronto Parks and Recreation Department is involved in a 
comprehensive planning study of this premier park . 

Over the years the 400-acre High Park has evolved without the benefit of 
an overall guiding strategy and vision. The aim of this planning study 
is to provide a master plan which will be a blueprin t for t he future. 
It is the city's intent to preserve those features ~nd qualities that 
have made the park a special place to be while at t ~ e same time 
recommending changes that enhance the park and are i n accordance with the 
park's overall goals and objectives. The study will review '.and make 
recommendations on the park's facilities, natural l a ndscapes, recreational 
opportunities, operations and maintenance. 

The planning study is looking at each and every aspect of High Park. A 
major concern is the park's fragile natural environment and everything 
possible will be done to preserve and improve the health of these eco
systems. 

The goal of the study is to protect and rehabilitate/restore where deemed 
appropriate, the natural environment and historic features of the park. 
In so doing, the park will continue to satisfy people's needs for relief 
from the urban built form, automobile and stresses of city life. 
Realizing that no one park can be all things to all people, the study will 
investigate and recommend a diversity of recreational/educational 
opportunities that require and/or enhance the enjoyment of the natural 
and historic landscape without jeopardizing these very natural/historic 
features that we are intending to protect. 

Although the study is sti ll in its earliest stages, one item of information 
that came out of a 1987 summer user s tudy can be shared with you. A 
common concern that was expressed at that time was the volume of vehicles 
that travelled the park's roads. Upon further investigation, it was 
determined that at times, up to 65% of park traffic use was non-park 
related. Drivers were using the park as a short cut with no park purpose 
at all intended. During the recent public participation initiative tha t 
occurre d this past summer (1988), the public expressed a desire to 
drastically limit vehicles in the park. The planning team is presently 
investigating ways of dealing with this perceived problem by developing 
a road and circulation pattern tha t discourages non-park rela ted traf f i c . 

l> 
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HIGH PARK PLAN (cont'd) 

In dealing with environmental concerns, we have had excellent input and 
cooperation from several different sources. (I should mention at this 
time that the public has made it loud and clear that preservation and 
restoration of the natural landscape is of paramount importance.) The 
Ministry of Natural Resources Urban Fishing Program out of the Maple 
District Office has prepared an Aquatic Management Study with recommendations 
for Grenadier Pond. This same office's Wildlife Extension Biologist has 
provided input on the park's wildlife as well. The Ministry of Natural 
Resources Ribhfuond Hill Office is presently preparing a Reconnaissance 
Biological Inventory for the :'entire park. In addition, the Toronto Field 
Naturalists have offered phenomenal support in not only reviewing and 
commenting on our recent public participation information document but 
also in recommending sources of professional expertise for such High Park 
concerns as migratory birds, mushrooms, amphibians and reptiles,and acid 
rain. 

I cannot express enough our gratitude to the Toronto Field Naturalists 
and its editor, Helen Juhola, for such willing support and input that will 
certainly contribute to the development of the most appropriate management 
recommendations for High Park's sensitive and important natural features. 

Jerry Belau, Park Planner 
Parks Planning and Policy Group 
Dept. of Parks & Recreation 
City of Toronto O 
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The showy mustard, 
Dame's rocket, 
which may be white, 
pink, or mauve, 
is often confused 
with the perennial 
garden phlox 
of similar colours. 
However, the former 
has four petals, 
the latter five. 

Dame's rocket was 
introduced from 
Europe. Garden 
phlox is an eastern 
North American plant 
but is not established 
this far north. 

REF.: A FIELD GUIDE 
TO WILDFLOvlERS 

Peterson & McKenny 



IT'S NEARLY CBC TIME AGAIN 

1987 was the .. sixth annual Christmas Bird Count for [the Orillia Naturalists' 
Club]. It was one of 1500 counts of winter birds, ranging from Guam and 
Hawaii to Labrador, and from Alaska to Venezuela. Since the first count 
on Christmas Day 1900 in New England, which had 27 participants, the CBC 
has grown to 41,000 birders. This year every Canadian province, every 
American state, Bermuda, many Central American countries and numerous West 
Indian islands will ~ubmit their results to the National Audubon Society 
which sponsors the affair and publishes all the counts in its ornithological 
field journal, AMERICAN BIRDS. 

By tradition the count area is a circle of 15 mile diameter. In areas 
where CBCs have been done for years they become the top birding event of 
the year. They may be very competitive, both against other years and other 
centres. To the majority of participants it is just plain fun. The 
challenge is to count as near to all the birds in the circle as possible. 

In the 1985-86 count, Edmonton set a record with 511 participants packed 
into their 15 mile circle. Not quite a birder for every tree but getting 
close. They even had bird dogs for grassland birds. They set a record 
for black-capped chickadees. 

The Audubon Society editor has a tendency to make nasty comments in print 
when you submit very questionable reports from the count. Participants 
are very insulted if you question their spottings. However, it is the 
compilers's job to do so, and Audubon expects a detailed report on all 
questionable sightings. 

Each year the Audubon Society produces a large CBC edition of AMERICAN 
BIRDS. The cost is high, so there is a participant fee of $4 for the 
count. It's really not very much for a very pleasant day. Everyone is 
welcome to join with one of the groups. [See page 40.] 

adapted from an article by Bill Zufelt in the ERMINE, Vol. VIII, No. 1 , 
Sept. 1988 (The Orillia Naturalist' Club) □ 

On July 13, 1988, at least three 
pairs of savannah sparrows were 
apparently breeding at East Point. 
During the botany outing that day 
their "dreamy" song was heard and 
one bird was chipping at us in 
full view, from the top of a shrub; 

when alarmed they sound like chipping 
sparrows. 

The savannah sparrow will still be 
here in September, some pairs even 
raising a second brood. 

REF.: TORONTO REGION BIRD CHART, TFN 
BREEDING BIRDS OF ONTARIO, 

Vol. II, Passerines, 
Peck & James 

sa.,annah SrqrroW 

(froni o. fhoi• l>y 
Ke,;., ,Oa/...,,r\ 
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The weather this time last year 
December 1987, Toronto 

For the third time in the 1980s, Toronto had one of its warmest Decembers; 
1923, 1982, 1984 and 1965 were warmer. It was also one of the least snowy 
in recent years; Toronto City's 9.8 cm was the least snowfall since 1952 
with never more than a trace of snow on the ground. Mean temperatures 
were about 3° above normal. 

Various categories of Pacific air dominated the whole continent bringing 
Toronto positive single-digit temperatures all month with only three 
exceptions: tropical air on Dec. 9th, a weak cold outbreak on Dec. 17th 
and a strong cold outbreak on Dec. 27-30th which marked a major weather 
shift. 

Lack of snowfall meant precipitation was a little less than normal. Sun
shine totals were close to normal . December is normally dull and dark; 
we had 73.7 hours of sun. 

January 1988, Toronto 

We thought we were really in for it when the month began with some very 
cold weather. During the first half Arctic air spilled down from the 
Prairies Jan. 4-lOth and another cold outbreak brought spectacularly 
plummeting temperatures Jan.12-14th and the lowest minimums since 1982. 
However, we ended up with one of the sunniest Januaries in recent years and 
slightly above-normal mean temperatures. 

Cold and sunshine prevailed the first half of the month, but this was 
followed by a strong southwesterly flow of warm air in the second half. 
The mercury rose to record-setting double-digit levels for the first time 
in January since 1975: it reached 10°C on January 20th and a spectacular 
14°C on Jan. 31st with an interval of more seasonable weather in between. 
These were the warmest temperatures since 1967. 

Snowfall (and total precipitation)stayed well below normal. At Pearson 
Airport snowfall was only 4.2 cm, the lowest in its 51 years of records 
for January. 

Gavin Miller 

Red Christmas tree. 
Dead Christmas tree. 
Unwelcome bloom of acid rain. 

An urgent solution 
to human pollution -
or Nature will not gree n again. 

Eva Davis 

D 
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~ky ~f;.~7e:ing Sky - December, 1988 and January, 1989 -----><-----''--------'--------~---
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Southern 
Horizon 

Star Map For: 

Early December 
Mid December 
Early January 
Mid January 

9: 30PM 
8:30PM 
7:30PM 
6: 30PM 

Dashed line is the eclipt ic, the plane 
of the solar system 

Wavy, dotted lines represent borders 
of Milky Way 

During the two months covered by this article Jupiter dominates the evening sky, 
but Mars should be more interesting to watch, for at least two reasons. First, it 
traverses a full sixth of the sky relative to the background stars, while Jupiter 
moves only about 3½ 0 (see map). Second, it continues its rapid fade-out; Jupiter 
also fades, but not perceptibly. Compare Mars to the star Capella in early Decem
ber (Mars much brighter) and in late January (Capella brighter). 

Two of the best meteor showers occur during December/January. The Geminids, which 
appear to radiate from Gemini, are visible all night and are bright, without trails. 
The Quadrantids radiate from an area in Bootes formerly included in the old con
stellation Quadrans Muralis; they are visible after about 2AM (at which time Bootes 
is low in the east), and although less bright thari the Geminids, often leave long, 
silvery trains. Note that for a decent view of these showers, a dark sky well away 
from city lights is essential. 

Astronomical Calendar 

Dec. 1 last quarter moon Jan. 3 Quadrantid meteors 
9 new moon 7 new moon 

12, 13 Geminid meteors 14 1st quarter moon 
16 1st quarter moon moon appears near Mars 
17 moon appears near Mars 16 moon appears near Jupiter 
20 moon appears near Jupiter 21 full moon 
23 ful 1 moon 29 last quarter moon 
30 last quarter moon 

Jeff Nadir D 
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Saturday, Nov, 19 at 10 am to 4 pm - Pioneer Christmas at Black Creek 
Pioneer Village (runs to Dec. 24) 

Friday, Nov. 25 at 7 pm EST - West Coast Hiking Trail: TV Ontario 

Monday , Nov. 28 at 8 am to 1 pm - DuTham Recycling Centre Bus Tour 
sponsored by SWEAP (Call Julie Palmer at 392-5420 to register or for 
more information) 

Friday , Dec. 2 at 7 pm EST - The Milford Track: TV Ontario 

Wednesday , nee. 7 at 9 am to 4 pm - Future of Watershed Management in Ont. 
--Will there be a role for conservation authorities? (The Canadian Water 
Resources Association 1988 Winter Meeting) at the MTRCA Black Creek 
Pioneer Village T h·eatre. To register, send S50 to Alan D. Winter, 
R.E . Winter & Assoc. Ltd., 4255 Sherwoodtown rllvd., Mississauga L4Z 1Y5 

Friday , Dec. 9 at 7 pm EST - Snowdonia: TV Ontario 

Friday, Dec. 16 at 7 pm EST - Bartle Frere/Russell River: ~V Ontario 

Sunday , Dec. 18 at 6 pm to 9 pm - Christmas and Nature at Mountsberg 
Wildlife Centre (Horse drawn rides, carol singing, puppet show and 
decorations for your Christmas tree, free 

CHRISTMAS 
AT TODMORDEN 

December 18 
Celebrate Christmas at Todmorden the way it was 
celebrated more than 150 years ago. Smell the aroma of 
cakes and cookies baked In a wood stove. Taste stew 
and scones baked over an open fire. Carollers will sing 
In the Helliwell parlour and fires will warm both houses. 
Hot mulled cider will be available along with other 
goodies sold by the "Back Porch". SANTA WILL BE AT 
THE MUSEUM AT 1 P.M. 

The site Is open from May to December, Tuesday to 
Sunday. For more information call 425-2250. 

Admission: $1.50 tor adults 
$1.00 for seniors and students 

· $0.50 for children 

Friday , Dec. 23 at 7 pm EST - India: Zanskar: TV Ontario 

Winter goldfinch 
on white pine -
both species are 
on the Todmorden 
list. 

Monday, Dec. 26 - Toronto Ornithological Club Christmas Bird Count 
Call Hugh Currie at 653-0176 if you want to participate. 
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COMING EVENTS (cont'd) 

Tuesday, Jan. 3 at 8 pm - Scarborough Gem and Mineral Club meeting 
Call 282-5319 for details. 

Monday, Jan. 9 at 8 pm - Mycological Society of Toronto (fungi) meeting 
Call 443-8644 for details. 

Tuesday, Jan. 10 at 8 pm - Walker Club (rocks and minerals) meeting 

Call 438-5455 for details. 

Saturday, Jan. 28 at 1 pm - Toronto Entomologists' Association meeting 
at the McLaughlin Planetarium [insects] 

Friday, Jan. 27 (7 pm to 10 pm) and Saturday, Jan. 28 (9 am to 9 pm) 
Northe~n Ontario Canoeing symposium at York University 
Register by sending $20 to Symposium, P.O. Box 496, Stn. K, 
Toronto, Ont. M4P 2G9 

Sunday, Jan. 29 at 1:30 pm - Save the Rouge Valley System walk of the 
month led by Robert Marshall, fisheries expert. For details call 
Renee Cotton at 288-8730 or 1-432-1346. 

Saturday, Jan. 21 - Amazing Plants, a one-day course at the Metro Zoo. 
Call the Education Department for details at 392-5944. 

Tuesday, Feb. 28 - deadline for acceptance of applications for three 
Conservation Scholarship Awards of $1,000 each to encourage and assist 
University and College Students residing or studying in the Metro 
Toronto Region, and wishing to broaden their knowledge of conservation 
through study, travel and practical experience. For further information 
and applications, write to the Executive Co-ordinator, MTRCA, 
5 Shoreham Dr., Downsview, Ont. M3N 1S4 

Sunday, Jan, 15 at 3 pm - Royal Canadian Institute lecture 
Call 928-2096 for details. 

Sunday, Jan. 22 at 3 pm - Royal Canadian Institute lecture. See 

Sunday, Jan. 29 at 3 pm - Royal Canadian Institute lecture. See 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE 

Helen Juhola (924-5806) 112-51 Alexander St., Toronto M4Y 1B3 
Diana Banville (690-1963) 710 - 7 Crescent Place, Toronto M4C 5L7 
Eva Davis (694-8928) 203 - 1080 Kingston Rd., Scarborough MlN 1N5 
Eileen Mayo (445-4621) 405 - 44 Stubbs Dr., Willowdale M2L 2R3 
Toshi Oikawa (425-3161) 1063 Pape Ave., Toronto M4K 3W4 
Harold Taylor (225-2649) 264 Horsham Ave., Willowdale M2R 1G4 

above. 

above. □ 

Please submit notices, reports, articles (up to 1500 words in length) and 
illustration at least six weeks before the month in which the event is to take 
place or the material is required to appear. Please include address and 
telephone number so submission can be acknowledged. 

Send news clippings to Louise Herzberg, 59 Hillside Dr., Toronto, Ont. M4K 2Ml. 
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