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TFN MEETINGS 
General Meeting 
Monday, Nov. 6 at 8 pm - ANCIENT TREES OF THE NIAGARA ESCARPMENT, 

an illustrated talk by Dr. D.W. Larson 
of the University of Guelph (See page 28.) 

at 155 College St., 6th floor auditorium 

+ from 7 pm to 8 pm - a display of .ftni.ly Hamilton's "canadensi!!" botanical collection. 

+ a display from the Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre (Ontario) 

+ an opportunity to purchase back issu~of the ONTARIO FIELD BIOLOGIST, 
other TFN publications, hasti-notes, prints of selected newsletter covers, 
pins, decals and crests. 

+ easy TTC access (building is one block west of Queen's Park subway stn.) 

+ free parking in the Board of Education garage on the west side of Mccaul 
St. just south of College St. 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING: Monday, Dec. 4 
Plants used for food and medicine by the Six Nation Indians 
an illustrated talk by Jack Lord of the Royal Botanical Gardens 

Group Meetings 
Monday, Nov. 13 at 7 pm - ENVIRONMENT GROUP MEETING 

What potentially hazardous chemicals are you in contact with in your 
everyday life? Come to the TFN Environmental Meeting and find out. 
Darlene Koski, a co-ordinator with the Allergy and Environmental Health 
Association of Ontario, will provide a slide show, "Chemicals in Your 
Life", to reveal the sources of numerous chemicals that could be affecting 
your health. The emphasis of thepresentation will be on indoor air 
pollution and chemicals in foods and what can be done. 
Meet in Room 252 at 155 College St. 

Tuesday, Nov. 14 at 7:30 pm - BOTANY GROUP MEETING 
Dr. Terry Carleton, Faculty of Forestry and Landscape Architecture, 
University of Toronto,will give an illustrated presentation about mosses. 
Meet in Room 252 at 155 College St. 

Wednesday, Nov. 15 at 7:30 pm - BIRD GROUP MEETING 
Dr. Martin McNicholl, freelance naturalist and writer, will talk about 
Participation in Conservation through Birding. Dr. McNicholl was 
executive director of Long Point Bird Observatory for three years; he 
is currently Chairman of the Canadian Section of the International 
Council for Bird Preservation. 
Meet in Room 251 at 155 College St • . , ,~ 

RECYCLABLE 

fran a Ministry of the Fnviroment publication 

For a discussion on the use of recyled 
paper, see pages 24 to 25. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
It often seems we, as individuals or the TFN, are hapless bystanders to 
the piecemeal or wide scale degradation or destruction of Metro Toronto's 
remaining natural environment. We must continue to believe that we do 
make a difference in preserving what remains. Once an appropriate 0 target" 
has been identified, there is a range of tactics that have been effectively 
used : 

- phone calls 
- letter writing (copy widely) 

- personal contact 
- attend meetings 

to influence (eg. cajole, bully, etc.) decision-makers. TFN board members 
have used all of these singly or in combination. ~Na one tactic or 
combination works effectively every time. Time and circumstances change 
the approach. 

Success is not necessarily guaranteed because proper tactics and targets 
are identified. Substantial pressure and the number of lobbyists are 
crucial to a satisfactory outcome. Your board members are already 
extended with necessary administrative activities. There just never seems 
to be enough remaining time to lobby effectively. This is where 
individual club members can make the difference. The collective effect 
of your own individual lobbying can tip the balance. It's in the numbers 
who get involved and staying at it. There's no shortage of issues! 
Consider the Rouge River development, East Point Park, Don River cleanup, 
Toronto Brickworks, lakefilling (see Issues in each newsletter; also, News and 
Projects). Pick up yourpen or phone. Write or call about that environmental 
issue that excites or provokes you . Don't be discouraged; stay at it. 

Robin Powell 

P. S. Don't forget to thank or congratulate others when they get it right . 
D 

Metropolitan 
Toronto Zoo 
grounds are 
home to flocks 
of Canada Geese 
in all seasons. 
They forage on 
the lawns and 
make use of 
the ponds and 
waterways, 
part of the 
Rouge River 
system, such 
as that sketched 
in the field 
by Geraldine 
Goodwin. 
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November TFNOUTINGS 
Wednesday 
Nov. 1 
9:30 or 
10 am 

Saturday 
Nov. 4 
11 am 

Sunday 
Nov. 5 
10 am 

Wednesday 
Nov. 8 
10 am 

Saturday 
Nov. 11 
2 pm 

Tuesday 
Nov. 14 
11 am 

Wednesday 
Nov. 15 
1 : 30 pm 

Saturday 
Nov. 18 
9 am to 
5 pm 

BUS 

Wednesday 
Nov. 22 
10 am 

NORTH TORONTO SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT - tour Don, East York 
Leader: Phil Joiner & staff at plant 
Meet on the west side of Millwood Road at Crothers (south of 
railway overpass) at 9:30 am, or at 10 am at the entrance in 
the valley. Morning only. 

GALLERY HOPPING - nature arts Toronto 
Leader: Mary Cumming 
Meet at the southeast corner of Yonge and Bloor. Lunch optional. 

LESLIE STREET SPIT - birds 
Leader: Ross Harris 
Meet at the foot of Leslie Street. 
Lunch optional. 

lakeshore, Toronto 

Wear warm clothing. 

WESTON GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB - nature & history Humber, Etobicoke 
Leader: Marj Mossman 
Meet on the west side of Weston Road at St. Phillips Rd. 
Morning only. 

HINDER ESTATE - nature walk West Don, North York 
Leader: Allan Greenbaum 
Meet on the east side of Bathurst St. opposite the Jewish 
Community Centre (north of Sheppard Ave. West). 

KOFFLER GALLERY - nature arts 
Leader: Miriam Faibish 

West Don, North York 

Meet at the Jewish Community Centre, 4588 Bathurst St. (north 
of Sheppard). 

TORONTO HUNT CLUB - nature walk 
Leader: Laura Greer 

lakeshore, Scarborough 

Meet at the club entrance on the south side of Kingston Road 
opposite Woodland Park Road (east of Victoria Park). 

MOUNTSBERG - birds & botany west of Metro 
Leader: Phil Joiner 
Call Kay Lane at 221-6343 if you want to attend. Confirm by 
sending a cheque for $20 (payable to TORONTO FIELD NATURALISTS 
MOUNTSBERG TRIP) to Kay at 564-65 Ellerslie Ave,, Willowdale 
M2N lYl. Bus leaves from the southeast corner of Yonge and 
Old York Mills Rd. (south exist of York Hills stn.) Bring 
lunch and something to drink. Washrooms on bus and at centre. 

PROSPECT CEMETERY - trees 
Leader: Al Shaw 

York/Toronto 

Meet at the entrance on the north side of St. Clair Ave. West 
opposite Landsdowne Ave. Walk will end at a different public 
transit stop. Morning only. 

t> 
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NOVEMBER OUTINGS (cont'd) 

Sunday 
Nov. 26 
2 pm 

BLACK CREEK - environment Black Creek, North York 
Leaders: Gavin Miller & Rob Tonis 
Meet on the northwest corner of Wilson Ave. and Julian Rd. 
(between Keele and Jane). Walk will end at a different public 
transit stop. 

Wednesday 
Nov. 29 
1:30 pm 

MOORE PARK RAVINE - nature walk Don, Toronto 
Leader: Nancy Fredenburg 
Meet at the Castle Frank subway station. Walk will end at a 
different public transit stop. 

For Enjoyment of TFN Outings 
• Visitors and children are welcome on all outings. 
• Outings go whatever the weather. 
• All outings are accessible by public transit (TIC 393-4636, Ride Guides are free) 
• Metro maps are available for a nominal sum. Do get one! 
• Walks are usually at a leisurely pace and begin and end at the same location unless 

indicated otheiwise 
• Note taking, sketching, photography and collecting of litter are encouraged, the collecting 

of specimens is discouraged. · 
• Please do not bring pets on outings. Dogs have been found to interfere with the 

environment, viewing and safety on the trail. 
• Useful numbers: Police 967-2222; pollution complaints wtthin Metro 965-9619. 

LEARNING EXOTIC AND NATIVE TREES 

A good place to compare trees is 
in one of Toronto's cemeteries. A 
cemetery often functions as an 
arboretum. Two fir trees drawn by 
Mary Cumming at Mount Pleasant are 
the Rocky Mountain fir (Abies 
lasiocarpa - var. · "compacta") at left, 
and the Korean fir (A. Koreana) 
at right. 

□ 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH 
Sept. 8, 1989 

We received notice of your concerns regarding the construction of the 
East Don trail from Sheppard Avenue East to Finch Avenue East. The trail 
in question is currently being finalized to an asphalt standard andwill be 
landscaped later in the fall and spring of 1990. 

Regarding drainage works, I would note that our engineering consultants 
addressed drainage patterns and impacts with the plans eventually being 
approved by the Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
and the Ministry of Natural Resources. Special drainage features were 
incorporated at their request to retain base water flow for wildlife 
habitat. 

Given the current and expected interest in trail activities we fully expect 
the trail to be a welcome addition to the regional trail system. 

Sept. 20, 1989 

C. Roberts, Deputy Commisioner 
Planning & Development, Metro Parks 

I am in receipt of a copy of a letter which you sent to the Chairman and 
Members of Metro Council with respect to the Toronto Brickworks property 
in the Don Valley. 

In your letter you make two statements which are of ·considerable concern 
to the Authority. 

You say "MTRCA (and the province) were slow to realize the unique value of 
the site to the community" and you also say "The indifference of MTRCA and 
the Province is the main reason for the current situation." 

Perhaps you hold these views because you are ill-informed as to the history 
of this site. The Don Valley Brickworks property has been included in the 
Authority's plan of acquisition since the early l960's. As long as it was 
occupied by the Brickworks as an operating industry, no effort was made to 
acquire it. The property was first offered for sale by United Ceramics in 
February, 1983. By June of that year, the Authority had prepared and 
adopted a project for its acquisition. The project recommended an 
acquisition price of $4.2 million. The Municipality of Metropolitan 
Toronto approved the project and agreed to their share of the funding. 
The Province of Ontario declined to approve the project on the basis that 
the recommended purchase price was in excess of the appraised value and, 
thus, directed the Authority to attempt to negotiate a lower price. We 
were unable to do this and the option to purchase lapsed, whereupon the 
property was bought by Torvalley. 

The Authority continued to believe that the property should be in public 
ownership and made a second attempt at acquistion under a project which 
included not only the Brickworks, but other properties in the central Don 
River Valley, floodplain and valley lands on the Rouge River, floodplain 
and valley properties in the middle and upper Don River watershed, on the 
Humber River watershed and the Lakeshore Psychiatric Hospital site. That 
project was adopted and approved by the funding partners. It is the 

[:>,, 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

project under which the Brickworks was expropriated and a number of other 
important conservation properties acquired. 

I would suggest to you that the Authority has been neither slow to realize 
the importance of these properties being in public ownership nor indifferent 
to their acquisition. Indeed, quite the opposite is true. Our persistence, 
together with the support of our funding partners {member :municipalites 
and the Province of Ontario), in pursuing a program of acquisition of 
floodplain and conservation lands over the last 30 years is the main reason 
why we have been able to bring, into public ownership, over 30,000 acres 
much of which is used and appreciated by members of your organization. 

Sept. 15, 1989 

W.A. McLean, General Manager 
M.T.R.C.A. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Belmont Property Kanagement's 
letter of May 23, 1989, concerning litter in the Thyra Ravine. 

Staff of my Central Region, Abatement West Section queried the Borough of 
East York, Works Department Sanitation Seciton regarding this matter. It 
is our shared opinion that the design of the container boxes and method 
of dumping need not generate litter. It is Borough staff's experience 
that a major portion of litter generated in this area is froma20 cubic 
yard container, located at the rear of 7 Crescent Place, used for the 
storage of construction debris. Management of the apartment complex have 
been instructed by Borough staff to cover this container to prevent blowing 
debris. 

Properties within the Thyra Ravine are owned by the Municipality of 
Metropolitan Toronto, Borough of East York, Ontario Hydro as well as the 
private sector. Each owner is cognizant of the litter problem and 
endeavours to keep the area free of debris. A volunteer group co-ordinated 
by Mr. Murad Velshi, M.P.P. -- Don Mills in conjunction with the Metropolitan 
Toronto Parks and Property Department, carried out a clean-up program in 
the area on August 20, 1989. 

Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention. 

Jim Bradley, Minister 
Ministry of the Environment 

C> 

When we seek to dominate and manipulate nature, even in that tiny 
percentage of the land that has been set aside as parks, then we are 
guilty of the most incredible shortsightedness. We need our parks to be 
refuges, not just for the plants and animals, but also for ourselves. 
We need to have landscapes which we do not dominate, if for no other 
reason than to~ach us humility. 

from "Where goeth Parks? by Mike Bryan in NATURE NORTHWEST {Thunder Bay), 
Vol. 43(1), Feb. 1989 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH (cont'd) 

Sept. 21, 1989 

••• Having been to Malaysia and seen the small chunk of remaining rainforest 
only reinforces my anger over what's going on in east Malaysia (Sarawak 
and Sabah in Borneo; we were in west (or Peninsula) Malaysia) where more 
rainforest remains -- so far. 

Taman Negara National park in Peninsula Malaysia seems large but is really 
only a fraction of what was once vast tracts of primary rainforest They've 
had to put up a fence on one of its borders to prevent logging theft. 
Nobody seems really satisfied that it will remain a park forever. Discouraging. 
I wrote letters immediately upon return to the Malysian Tourist Bureau 
and the Park Service telling them we'd gone to Malaysia specifically to 
see the rainforest, and hoping they'd preserve it. 

We saw scores of logging trucks carrying away huge trees, so there are 
obviously still some few areas containing old growth forest now being cut. 
I believe it is the area immediately bordering upon the Park. There is a 
newish road that now goes north/south, and passes close to the Park boundaries, 
and it was along there that we saw most logging activity including recently 
denuded slopes. I managed to get some photos of logging trucks as they 
whizzed by, each carrying no more than 2 to 4 big trees, so enormous is 
each individual tree. 

Anyway, all this is leading up to telling you about a lecture/slide show 
we attended last night. It was about logging the Sarawak rainforests and 
the plight of the Penen peoples who for 40,000 years have depended on the 
forests for survival. Recently a news blackout on the issue of the Penan 
and the forest has been imposed by the Malaysian government. And recently 
too, the logging has been increased to 24 hours a day! The situation is 
critical. 

We, in the audience, were told to get out and tell one (or more) persons 
about the issue and ask them to write. I'm telling you, and I've told 
some others. I'm also enclosing the newspaper I picked up which deals 
with this topic. 

I am reluctant to sound alarmist, and I'm also reluctant to be viewed as 
someone who is blowing up a situation to inflated proportions. But I 
seriously believe this is the most important crisis facing environmentalists 
and all people concerned about wildlife and wild places everywhere. I 
thought it was critical last year. I knew it was so after seeing West 
Malaysia. Now I'm acutely worried. Only 30% of the Sarawak forest 
remains. By the best estimate, it is thought that will go in 3 - 5 years 
or less. We can't allow that to happen. 

I really believe that whatever happens globally is as important to us as 
what happens locally. We can't turn a blind eye. The world is too small. 

Christine Hanrahan 
Coquitlam, B.C. 

Comment: For a fuller discussion of this important topic and how you 
can become involved, see pages 20 to 23. 

□ 
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BEGINNINGS 
Th~ boo~shelf of probably more than one TFN member retains a copy of a 
high school or university botany textbook authored by Dr. A. Cosens. This 
month our "Beginnings" column is pleased to welcome the daughter of 
Dr. Cosens, Edith Cosens. 

During her long association with the TFN Edith has been a member of the 
executive and a keen worker on behalf of the club's interests. We are 
grateful to her for this glimpse into the past. 

H. T. 

My earliest recollections of learning to enjoy the outdoors were the 
Saturday walks with my father, Dr. A. Cosens, author of WILD PLANTS OF 
CANADA (revised) and BOTANY FOR HIGH SCHOOLS. From our home near Sunnyside 
we would walk long distances through High Park, sometimes going as far 
as the Humber River and the Old Mill. Before and during World War I 
Toronto had a much smaller population than now and there were very few 
motor cars. So High Park, with its narrow roads and trails,was almost in 
the natural state it had been in John Howard's time. Rare native plants 
such as trailing arbutus could be found. At the south end of Grenadier 
Pond was a swampy area with typical flora and fauna which later was drained 
and filled in. It was called Catfish Pond and was especially attractive 
to my brother who fished there and caught (what else?) catfish which my 
family enjoyed eating. 

My father was part of a small group of men who shared an intimate knowledge 
of nature. They included Dr. J.H. White (Faculty of Forestry), Mr. Arthur 
Smith (Central Technical School) and Mr. Doherty (Parkdale Collegiate). 
They always addressed each other by Mr. and surname. They planned weekend 
outings which would take them farther than High Park, visiting and 
"botanizing" in such places as Bond Lake (reached by the old radial street 
cars) and even as far away as Watkins Glen in New York State. A snap shot 
of one of these outings, showing the men's trouser leg• rolled up above 
their knees for wading, is in the TFN archives. The formation of the 
Toronto Field Naturalists Club in 1923 was welcomed by this group who 
were among its first members. 

Between 1957 and 1963 I attended many summer sessions at Billie Bear camp 
in Haliburton. These two-week schools were under the inspired leadership 
of three University professors who freely conveyed their knowledge and 
enjoyment of nature to others. They were Professors Dymond, Mcilwrai;h:_ 
and Coventry, known affectionately to all as J.R., T.F. and Covers 
respectively. There were other leaders too such as Helen Lawrence (Inch) 
and Jim Simon. Each morning and often during the afternoon a group of 
8 - 10 campers under one leader would go on a walking tour and explore 
some part of the Billie Bear woods. The leader would be ahead with an 
observing and quiet line of followers behind. At intervals the group 
would stop and gather around the leader to study more closely such things 
as a plant in habitat, a bird seen or heard or the general pattern of 
growth in an area. At the same time the group was learning good habits 
in the care and preservation of nature. It is interesting to note that 
Peterson's Field Guide to Wild Flowers was copyrighted in 1968 and so was 
not available earlier. Identification of a plant required knowledge of 
how to use a Botanical Key. In spite of emphasis on learning, Billie Bear 

t> 
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BEGINNINGS (cont'd) 

campers had plenty of time for recreation such as swimming and row boating 
as well as enjoying the companionship of other campers. 

For a few years in the sixties I was the leader of the TFN Botany group 
which met from fall to spring in the Davisville public school at Mount 
Pleasant. From 1968-70 I had the privilege of serving on the TFN 
~xecUtive with Jack Gingrich as President. It was at that time that the 
first purchase of the TFN Nature Reserve was arranged from Ian Adams for 
the sum of $18,000. This was a financial gamble, but voluntary contributions 
from loyal members completed the purchase. 

I eagerly read the TFN Newsletter,admiring the variety and excellence of 
its contents with its unversal appeal to nature lovers. This is all the 
more remarkable since,along with the many other TFN activities, the work 
is done totally by willing volunteer members. 

COMMON GROUNDSEL, 
introduced from Europe, 
can grow tall and rank 
as in this drawing by 
Mary Cumming, or just 
a few inches high. 
We often pass over it 
underfoot unnoticed 
in our TFN walks, on 
pavement. The 
flowers have no 
rays to open out and 
draw attention, but 
amazingly its genus, 
Senecio, includes 
some of the showiest 
of flowers, includ
ing the cinerareas, 
those potted plants 
of florists with 
their rays of 
brilliant hues. Also 
a S:necic, as small as 
10 cm as the common 
groundsel may be, 
in other species of 
the genus grows to 
tree-size as the giant 
groundsel of East 
Africa, that strange 
plant which at some 
stages resembles an 
enormous cactus. 

(Ref. TFN Library Sources) 

Edith Cosens 
D 
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BIRD REPORT 
TRUMPETER SWAN RESTORATION PROGRAM 

The year 1989 was the most disappointing yet for the trumpeter swan 
restoration program. In January, five cooperators were caring for four 
mature pairs and an additional pair with a three year old female. At the 
end of that month three mature females and one male were dead. The cause 
of death for two, which were rushed to the Veterinary College at Guelph, 
was infection with the bacterium Clostridium perfringens. 

With the help of Ken Kalenak some of the losses were replaced with breeding 
age trumpeters from the U.S.A. in March. This was, however, too late to 
form pair bonds and breeding in 1989. One mature pair, placed in a new 
home in the fall of 1988, failed to breed but the three year old female 
laid 12 eggs in one clutch. These eggs were removed as they were laid 
and put under mute swans for incubation but they proved to be infertile. 

We entered 1989 with four feral trumpeters on the northwest shore of Lake 
Ontario. Three were foster raised by mute swans in 1986 and the fourth, 
a wild caught bird, escaped from the breeding program. Two foster raised 
birds had formed a pair bond in 1988 and behaved as if they might breed. 
However, on the night of April 21, the female flew into hydro wires and 
was killed. The remaining foster raised male has been with a mute swan 
since the summer of 1988 and may have formed a pair bond. No female 
trumpeter was available as a mate for this bird. Out of five foster 
raised trumpeters which have reached three years or older, this was the 
only one to pair with a mute swan. 

The five surviving wild caught trumpeters released at the Lee Brown Marsh 
on Long Point in 1988 wintered in Pennsylvania. Three returned to Long 
Point in the spring and summer of 1989. One was found dead on the Prairie 
Lake Road near Wawa, and one has not been reported since Dec. 14, 1988. 
One of the two captive raised trumpeters released with the wild caught 
birds returned to Long Point in May and ag~in in June 1989. The other 
died of lead poisoning. 

In the seven years since the restoration program started, 71 fertile eggs 
have been placed in mute swan nests for foster raising. Of these 66% 
hatched, a proportion well within the range for wild trumpeters. However, 
of the 47 cygnets hatched, only 11 (23%) survived to flight stage. This 
is well below the performance of wild trumpeters in the west and may be 
due in part to the the presence of snapping turtles in Ontario. 

A comparison of longevity of the flying cygnets with that calculated for 
the Grande Prairie population (Turner, 1981. Proceedings and Papers , Sixth 
Trumpeter Swan Conference: 51-57) shows that survival was very similar 
(Table 1). 

The main cause of the slow progress toward establishing trumpeters again 
in Ontario has been the shortage of eggs. We have had an average of about 
10 fertile eggs per year · for use in Ontario. Had we been able to use 50 
eggs per year it is likely that we would now have breeding trumpeters in 
the wild in the pro~ince. 

We are indebted to cooperators who cared for and released trumpeter swans 
in 1989. Thanks are due to Gill Henderson of St. George, Peter Calverley 
and Harold Hadley of Newmarket, Gerald Donnley of Caledon East, and Bob 
Whittam of the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre. 

I> 
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TRUMPETER REPORT (cont'd) 

We appreciate the permission of land owners and Conservation Authorities 
to work on their marshes. 

Table 1. 

Age 

1st year 

2nd year 

3rd year 

4th year 

5th year 

H.G .. · Lumsden 

Survival rate of fostered Trumpeter Swans in Ontario compared with that 

of the Grande Prairie population (Tu.mer 1981). 

Number entering Number surviving 
period 

11 

7 

5 

2 

1 

period 

7 

5 

4 

1 

0 

Amorphous autumn days, 
time melding together. 

Ontario Grande Prairie 
survival survival 

(%) (%) 

64 43 

71 71 

80 80 

50 50 

0 82 

Molly Campbell 

ON MANAGING NATURE 

Our perception of how the world functions is imperfect. What distorts 
our perception is that we focus only on that portion of the world we 
intend to exploit -- the products, and we ignore, even disdain, the 
ecological processes that produce those products. We think we can have 

□ 

more and more of everything if only we can control Nature, manage Her as 
it were. In so doing, we save the pieces we value and discard those we 
don't. We are thus simultaneously simplifying and disarticulating the 
biosphere by purposefully discarding and accidentally losing pieces of it. 
We are redesigning the world, but without the benefit of Nature's blueprint. 

from "Reflections - Ends and Means: Restoration and the Future of Land 
Management" by Chris Maser in RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT NOTES, 
Vol. 6, No. 1, Summer 1988 
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PUBLICITY REPORT 
At the annual meeting of the American Institute of Biological Sciences 
(AIBS) at the University of Toronto this summer, TFN took the opportunity 
to display and sell copies of the now out-of-print ONTARIO FIELD BIOLOGIST. 
The TFN was also invited to provide a field trip for some of the delegates. 
This was led by Helen Juhola and Eileen Mayo who took participants for a 
walk through the heart of Metro's park system, including a visit to the 
TFN Nature Information Centre. 

In August TFN was approached by the REAL ESTATE NEWS for an interview and 
photographs of the Nature Information Centre in Sunnybrook Park (see TFN 
406, page 31-0ct.). 

Also in August TFN provided two leaders to introduce staff and volunteers 
at Todmorden Mills to the natural heritage of the site. As well they led 
a group of 16 children ages 6 to 12 on a nature hike of the area. 

TFN pamphlets were made available to the Riverdale Farm annual fair in 
September. 

And later in September Helen Juhola gave a TFN slide presentation called 
"Voyage up the Don" to the Richmond Hill Naturalists. 

The Environmental Summit, sponsored by Dennis Mills, M.P. for Broadview
Greenwood, took place in a group of tents located in the south parking 
lot of the Ontario Science Centre from Sept. 10 to 16. The TFN had a 
display but with volunteers in attendance for only one day. It seems that 
the majority of visitors were students attending by bus from Metro and 
vicinity schools. 

Robin Powell showed TFN' s "Toronto the Green" slide show to about SO 
employees of the Ministry of Government Services in September. 

Invitations for talks, slide shows and displays continue to be received 
for the coming winter season. 

Eileen Mayo 

in eastern hemlock West Don 

D 
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( _______ s_P_o_R_r_o_u_R_ w_o_R_1_n _______ ) 

That's what the sign says at the entry to the Exposition. Hmm! The 
word "sport" is apparently a left-over Ontario Science Centre theme in 
those gigantic flamboyant letters in spectrum colours, but the words 
"our world" - dominated end partially obscured by it - ere in a light 
green shade like the ( st il 1 smaller) words below them - "the swnmi t on 
the environment". So much for the environmentalist's first impressicn. 
Greetings by Ontario Science Centre staff include "It's nothing to do 
with us" and "there's nothing going on in there" ••• this last due to 
ignorance of the conference aspect in the auditorium, not shown on the 
map on the programme. But it's not entirely discouraging. There's much 
to learn out there in the parking lot, even in that commercial carnival 
atmosphere - if often with a wry smile ••• 

Listen ••• 
Someone is selling 
the sound of the loon! 

Here's a packaging company showing the evolution of their products from 
metal and paper to include plastic. There's a bar of building material 
among them made from recycled plastic. Made by whom? Such a good idea! 
Here are aluminum-container bins; now, where are the bins for our used 
plastic containers? We can hardly wait. We don't see any, but 

Look! 
A pyramid of aerosol cans -
Ozone-safe, it says -
Look ••• (closer) 
An impressive pile of poisons! 

A chance to sit down! A chance to look over the programme. Hmm! Looks 
like about 88% of the participants and sponsors are commercial, govern
mental, institutional, or predominantly recreational or special interest 
groups, leaving about 12% environmentalists' groups. Of course, some 
of the 88%, no doubt, consider themselves environmentalists - if not 
totally, at least to some degree - but we feel .among "the few" - the 12% 
- as we walk in this atmosphere ••• 

a world festooned 
with balloons 
end tails of raccoons! 

Speaking of animals, here are the children working on their posters -
what a good idea! 

Looking about 
it seems the children are crying out 
"Save the animals!" 
But one boy with earnest frown 
thinks there should be some green around. 

Speaking of green - well, yes, everybody is "speaking of green" - it's on 
everyone's lips, and how much is indeed "lip-service". We'd have to be 
green to believe everyone who's jumping on the green band-wagon ••• 
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SPORT OUR WORLD - cont'd 

"Let's keep it green." 
Trouble is 
do some of them mean 
"green algae"? 

TFN 407 - 15 

Oh, here's the pavilion with the TFN booth in it - with a host of others 
- must be as many as the other six such tents combined. Whoops! Almost 
passed it! A frontage of one stride. Try to draw some attention and 
give out a few brochures - otherwise most of the crowd will miss it 
entirely. Here's a lady ••• 11My father used to take me on TFN outings when 
I was a child. Trouble is I don't have a car." "Oh, no problem, we meet 
at TTC stops." Something positive happened today! Well, time to slide 
out of this slot for a while to see the outside again. What a contrast: 
"Special Events Pavilion", four times the size of the others, nobody in 
it - all this space just waiting for the star. Oh, we need stars in the 
movement, but is there no perspective at all? Would the great grey "they" 
say to us, "Well, you could have had more room, but money talks." Yes, 

Money talks 
but where does that leave the volunteers 
who have given up their careers? 

Time to sit and listen awhile in the auditorium. But who are all these 
people (given the lack of publicity)? Oh, bus-loads of high-school 
students - theirs to sort out the conflicting messages. Good luck kids! 
Now, impassioned voices - in this atmosphere as though "crying in the 
w{lderness". Ah, yes, the wilderness! (Is nothing without irony then?) 
But, shhh! Another speaker. Oh, used-oil executive ••• 

without mentioning your name, 
if you can't make your point otherwise, 
belittle grandmothers, 
they're always fair game! 

But not all industrialists are like that, of course. Not this packaging 
executive who's speaking now. He's embarrassed about the panel being 
made up completely of industrialists and officialdom. He's hoping that 
next time he's invited to speak,active environmentalists will be equally 
represented. The lines between industrialists and environmentalists . 
are even now becoming less clearly defined, he's suggesting, and that~ 
given a sincere attitude toward the natural environment, those lines 
ought to disappear. It-need not always be, he's saying, "us and them". 
And to such an industrialist we don't mind giving the last word. 

Diana Banville and Eva Davis 

(Impressions of "Our World, The Summit on The Environment," held at the 
Ontario Science Centre, September 10-16, 1989.) 

Great northern diver 
laughing in the summer night -
for how much longer? 

haiku by Helen Juhola 

D 
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IN THE NEWS 
ROYAL COMMISSION ON TORONTO WATERFRONT ENCOURAGING TO NATURALISTS 

Among the 32 environmental recommendations made by the Royal Commission 
on the Future of the Toronto Waterfront's first interim report released 
on August 30, 1989 were the following: 

- improved public access to the entire waterfront and extension of public 
ownership; 

- a moratorium on 'lakefilling' until a comprehensive lakefill policy is 
developed; 

- a waterfront-wide heritage preservation policy, co-ordinating the efforts 
of all levels of government; 

- protection of all natural areas and wildlife along the waterfront and the 
rehabilitation and maintenance of river valleys such as the Humber, the 
Don and the Rouge; 

- the creation of a watershed greenbelt. 

In March 1988, the Prime Minister set up a Royal Commission to make 
recommendations regarding the future of the Toronto waterfront. In examining 
the Interim Report, the Federal government will be guided by the mandate 
of the Commission, headed by the Honourable David Crombie, based on the 
premise that waterfront lands within federal jurisdiction should be operated 
in the best physical, environmental, legislative, administrative and 
economic interests of the public and for their use and enjoyment. The 
Commission is expected to complete its work by June 1991. An underlying 
focus of the report is the recognition of the importance of the environmental 
considerations of development in and around the Toronto waterfront. 

Copies of the Interim Report may be picked up at the Commission offices 
at 207 Queen's Quay West, Suite 580, Toronto. For further information 
call Bever~yMorley at 973-7185. 

extracted from two press releases from the federal government, Aug. 30, 1989 

Comment: We would suggest that letters of congratulation and encouragement 
should be sent to the Hon. David Crombie, 207 Queen's Quay West, 5th floor, 
Toronto M5W 2V4. Copies of your letter should also go to your local 
councillor, M.P.P. and M.P. letting them know that you approve of these 
recommendations and look forward to them being acted upon. 

DON RIVER CLEANUP OPTIONS OUTLINED IN REPORT 

The Strategy for Improvement of Don River Water Quality Summary Report, 
produced by consultants for the multi-agency Toronto Area Watershed 
Management Study identifies five levels of environmental action on the 
Don River, ranging from prevention of further degradation to full restoration 
of water quality and water use. It outlines cleanup options to restore the 
river's fishery, protect its aquatic life, and allow safe swimming and 
other recreational activies. The strategy's major options deal with 
reduction of urban runoff from storm sewers, reduction of sewage overflows 
from combined sewers, and improvement or elimination of the North Toronto 
Sewage Treatment Plant which discharges to the Don. 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

Along with the report the Ministry of the Environment has allocated $9.25 
million in 1988-1989 to support Metro waterways cleanup projects such as 
sewage plant improvements anji detection and removal of illegal sewer line 
cross connections. 

The report estimates cleanup measures could cost between $30 million and 
$60 million per year over a 10 to 20-year period. The total Don River 
cleanup cost could exceed $1 billion. 

[> Copies of the report can be obtained by calling 323_~~321. 

from a press release of the Ministry of the Environment, Sept. 8, 1989 

Comment: Once again letters of encouragement are needed for this report's 

t> adoption. Write to the Hon. Jim Bradley, Minister of the Environment, 
with copies to Hon. David Peterson, Premier and your own M.P.P. and 
local Metro Councillor. 

GARDENERS TO BE TESTED FOR EFFECTS OF HERBICIDE 

Lawn-spraying homeowners are undergoing tests to find out the effects of 
exposure to the herbicide 2,4-D. Such tests have been conducted on farmers 
and government field workers. Now texicologists at the University of 
Guelph are studying homeowners in Toronto, Guelph, Brantford, London, 
Kitchener and St. Thomas. Only when the rate of exposure is known can the 
risk to the typical weed-and-feed lawn sprayer be determined. About 12 
deaths a year are caused by herbicides, while 300 people are poisoned. 
The year-long study will not only look at exposure to the average twice
a-year lawn sprayer but, for the first time in Ontario, will also check 
out lawn-care professionals who may be spraying lawns 30 to 40 times a day. 
Home lawn care usually requires the application of granular weed-and-feed 
in the spring and liquid herbicide spray in the fall. Since urine samples 
are the best way of measuring how much herbicide has entered the body, 
every drop of liquid has to be collected from volunteers for a four day 
period at both application times. It means a tremendous amount of goodwill 
from the co-operators. 

from the TORONTO STAR, Sept. 5, 1989 

MORE ON PESTICIDES 

Anyone who has problems with pesticide spraying in their area should 

t> 
report it to: the Ministry of the Environment, Hazardous Contamination 
Branch, 135 St. Clair Avenue West, Toronto M4V 1P5, attention Mr. Doug Hewett. 

from INKBLOTS, newsletter of the Allergy and Environmental Health Assoc., 
Toronto Branch, Aug. 1989, Vol. 6, issue 2. 

We make Canada 
so beautiful, lawn by lawn 
through death by Chemlawn . 

haiku b~ Eva Davis 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

CHEMICALS POSE THREAT TO WEST GERMAN WATER 

West Germany, a country where it rains every third day on average, could 
be headed for a shortage of drinking water. Pesticides and fertilizers 
from the nation's farms and airborne pollutants that seep into the earth 
with every rain are threatening the reservoirs of West Germany's 3,600 
water companies. In rural areas in particular, the incidence of certain 
toxins is so high that wells have had to be closed. Water from the Haltern 
Water Co., which supplies some l million people in the industrial Ruhr area, 
has eight times the pesticide level allowed under approachtng regulations. 
Shutting down the facility would brlng on the collapse of the water system 
in Europe's most heavily populated region. Experts harbor no doubts that 
the farmers are the -worst polluters of West Germany's water supplies. 
Some 30,000 tonnes of highly poisonous pesticides and herbicides are 
sprayed on to the country's fields each year. More toxins come from liquid 
manure from cattle farms. Farmers resist pressure for change and instead 
blame the European Community's common agriculture policy for pushing 
financial incentives for high-intensity crop production. One possible way 
out may be taking shape in the southwestern state of Baden-Wurttemberg, 
where the government now levies a tax on water consumption and passes the 
money on to those farmers who can prove they do not use pesticides. In 
the meantime, though, drinking-water supplies face other threats. Sulphur 
dioxide and heavy metals from industrial and motor-vehicle emissions enter 
the ground along with rainwater and make their way from there via brooks 
and streams to the reservoirs. Beyond that, the sewage systems of most 
major cities in West Germany are outdated. 

from the TORONTO STAR, Sept. 8, 1989 

PURPLE HIGHWAY FLOWERS ARE PROPOSED 

Metro drivers may soon see fewer stretches of grass along the highways. 
The provincial transportation ministry is recommending colourful crown 
vetch to municipalities as an alternative to turf grass in its road contract 
specifications. And municipalities usually follow such recommendations. 
One drawback is that crown vetch attracts mice who like to burrow under 
its foliag~ so the ministry's maintenance staff will be spraying trees 
and shrubs growing close to the vetch and put galvanized cloth around 
their bark to protect them. Another drawback to using vetch is that it 
is hard to germinate and more expensive than grass seed. A member of the 
pea family, it is particularly appropriate for slopes where it can anchor 
itself to the ground. Also, it is a perennial and does not need any 
maintenance or fertilizer. 

adapted from an article by Joscelyn Proby in the TORONTO STAR, Aug. 3, 1989 

Twenty-five mallards 
swam out of a sewer-pipe. 
Ducky effluent! 

haiku by Helen Juhola 
lower Don, November, 1988 
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IN THE NEWS (cont'd) 

BACKYARD TREASURES PROVIDE LINKS TO TORONTO'S PREHISTORIC PAST 

Archeologists with the Royal Ontario Museum have unearthed a treasure trove 
of prehistoric artifacts in the backyards of two homes in North York. One 
of the yards is believed to have been used as a campsite by hunters about 
1000 B.C., although some items found there could date back to 4000 B.C. 
The other yard, immediately next door, is believed to have been the site 
of an Iroquois poitery station in about 1000 A.D. The previously untouched 
sites are a rare find. The backyards were the first unexcavated sites from 
their respective time periods to be found in Metro. Some of the 2,000 to 
3,000 year old artifacts were found a mere 7.6 cm (three inches) under the 
topsoil. After the glaciers receded about 10,000 years ago, hunters moved 
in and occupied small campsites throughout Southern Ontario. The North York 
yards back on to a ravine with a creek where deer are known to shelter in 
the wintertime. Mirna Kapches, assistant curator of New World Archeology 
at the Royal Ontario Museum who has been reseu:ching the prehistory of Toronto 
since 1982, plans to return to the backyard site for further excavation 
next summer. In the meantime, she would like to hear from anyone who has 
found Indian artifacts in the Toronto area. Call Mrs. Kapches at 586-5727. 

adapted from an article by Laura Morrison in the REAL ESTATE NEWS, Aug. 25/89 

Cartoon 

by 

Peg 
HcEwan 

This cartoon was inspired by items in THE GLOBE & MAIL September 14, 1989, 
on the Ontario Government report entitled ~BFORMING OUR LAND USE AND 
DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM which was leaked to environmentalists' groups. The 
advisory group proposes the replacement of the Planning Act, Municipal 
Act , Ontario Municipal Board Act, Environmental Assessment Act, Environ
mental Protection Act, Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act, 
and the Ontario Water Resources Act among others, with only ONE act: 

''The Sustainable Development Act •11 The new legislation would probably be 
under the control of the Municipal Affairs Ministry. The Environment 
Ministry knew nothing about this. For secrecy, it was called PROJECT X. 

□ 
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ISSUES 
TROPICAL RAINFORESTS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

Does the phrase "tropical rainforest" conjure up pictures of Amazonia and 
Latin America? Given the extensive media coverage of deforestation there 
this is not surprising. But did you know that the same problems of rain
forest destruction face South-East Asia, and in particular Malaysia and 
Thailand? 

Mainland Malaysia now has less than 15% forested land left (5). On the 
island of Borneo, however, Malaysia's two provinces of Sarawak and Sabah 
still retain large chunks of rainforest. At present the estimate is that 
76% of Sarawak is forested with about 1/3 of that primary forest, while 
Sabah has about 50% primary forest left (IBID). Because these forests 
are among the world's oldest and most diverse their loss is, if possible, 
even more devastating. 

How long these forests will remain intact is the burning question of the 
moment. Logging interests catering to the worldwide demand for tropical 
timber are stripping the land at an alarming rate. In Sarawak the forests 
are felled at the rate of 7 sq. km per day, making it quite possibly the 
world's leader in deforestation (1). The country is now experiencing all 
the problems that come with such large scale, clear-cut logging: erosion, 
flooding, species elimination and water pollution. 

In addition to destroying countless plants and wildlife the deforestation 
has had serious effects on the indigenous native peoples of the forest, 
in particular the nomadic Penans. When letters and petitions to the 
government went unanswered, the Penans made a desperate attempt to halt 
the destruction of their forest home by blockading logging roads. In 
November 1987 they, and many of their supporters, were arrested. Inter
national outrage over this led to their release. Nonetheless they still 
face trial and a possible 2 years in jail along with hefty fines. Harrison 
Ngau, Director of ~riends of the Earth ~laysia, was placed under house 
arrest where he remains today (4). Meanwhile, the logging continues. 

Whether the Penans can win their battle to preserve the rainforest is, at 
present, uncertain. Concern for the Penan by the government is probably 
typified by the comments of the unnamed official who said "we don't want 
them running around like wild animals ••• the problem is to settle them down" 
(5). Such views are not confined to the government. An anonymous writer 
in THE PEOPLE'S MIRROR published in Sarawak, echoed the above sentiments, 
commenting "if they do not want to improve like others" then "they will 
destroy themselves" (2). 

Timber concessions are held for nearly all of the forests of Sarawak and 
Sabah. Many government officials have direct interests in logging. Given 
these two facts it is difficult to remain optimistic, especially with the 
attitudes of many top officials. Take, for example, sentiments expressed 
by one James Wong, Sarawak State Minister of the Environment and Tourism. 
Questioned abott the potential climatic changes from deforestation he 
replied: "We get too much rain in Sarawak. ;lt; stops me from playing golf" (5). 
When we discover that Wong "personally pioneered upland logging :in Sarawak 
and has a stake in a 300,000 acre logging concessio~• his blithe disregard 
for environmental concerns comes as no surprise! (IBID) 
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ISSUES -rainforests (cont'd) 

Such attitudes point to a long uphill battle for the forest preservationists. 
So far the Malaysian government has proved res~stant to outside protest 
and expressions of concern from other governments. They have shown no 
interest whatsoever in moving towards a sustainable forestry. On the 
contrary, they have redoubled their aggressive logging practices. Unless 
they recognize the dangers inherent in continuing their accelerated rate 
of logging, the future for Malaysian rainforests l9oks grim. 

One way to reduce the logging would be to reduce the demand for tropical 
timber. Japan is the biggest consumer of this wood with approximately 
90% of its total tropical timber imports coming from Malaysia (6). Because 
Japan benefits from this trade it supports the official ~alaysian view 
that environmentalists are "dangerous", and indeed has gone one step 
further by claiming that the Penans themselves are responsible for forest 
destruction! (IBID) 

European poli ticia~s, recogniz.-ing the dangers .of cQntinued deforestation in 
Sarawak, passed a resolution in May 1988 calling for an end to timber 
imports from Sarawak ¢BID). Australia is considering similar proposals. 
These are positive steps. 

By now you may be wondering what you, as an individual, can do to help. 
To begin with you can decide not to buy products made from tropical timber 
such as ebony, teak, rosewood and mahogany. You can write to the officials 
(see page23) and express your concern over the destruction of rainforests 
in Sarawak and Sabah. Every letter counts! 

In contrast to the preceding, good news comes from Thailand in the form of 
that country's announcement that they are banning all logging (7). The 
ban comes none too soon and follows in the wake of severe flooding and 

The map shown here 
and instructions 
for helping listed 
on page 23. 
are from the WESTERN 
WILDERNESS COMMITTEE 
EDUCATIONAL REPORT, 
Vol. 8, No. 6, 1989. 
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ISSUES - rainforests (cont'd) 

mudslides which killed 350 people in November 1988. Erosion due to 
deforestation was the culprit. Outrage among~t the population over this 
tragedy and its cause was so great that the government had little choice 
but to end the logging (IBID). 

In the late 1940 s Thailand'. s fores ts covered nearly 707. of the land; today 
they form a mere 18i of the land mass (IBID). Prime Minister Chatichai, 
stating the obvious, said that with so little forest left, protecting what 
remains must assume primary importance, Needless to say, the logging 
industry is furious over the decision, but the environmentalists and the 
~edia are delighted. 

3ecause some members of parliament have interests in the timber trade one 
can only speculate whether the ban will hold. Nonetheless, the Thai 
Prime Minister is to be applauded for his stand in the face of bitter 
opposition from the logging industry and their cronies. 

Along with his announcement on logging,Chatichai also named 1989 as a 
"year of nature and environmental protection" 0:BID). Malaysia take note! 
This could be the beginning of something new in South-East Asia, Let us 
hope, at any rate, that Thailand can continue its ban on logging and 
take some positive steps towards reforestation of their land. As we 
enter the 1990s perhaps Thailand's sensible approach to the environment 
will become the norm and not an isolated incident. 

Christine Hanrahan 

References: 

l . Action for the rainforests and native peoples of Sarawak. 1988. JATAN. 
6 PP • 

2. Anon. Sarawak interests come first. THE PEOPLE'S MIRROR (Sarawak), 
Dec. 5, 1988 

3. The international tropical timber trade: towards sustainability . 1988. 
Friends of the Earth (Canada). 10 pp. 

4. News release (Malaysian deforestation), Fall 1988. Friends of the 
Earth (Canada). 4 PP• 

5 . '~ainforest Destruction and the indigenous peoples of Malaysia". in 
WORLD RAINFOREST REPORT, Dec, 1988, page 6, 

6. Save the Tropical Rainforests! 1988. JATAN. 4 pp. 

7, Thailand bans all logging in forests. VANCOUVER SUN, Jan. 14, 1989 
(reprinted from the GUARDIAN). 

For more information on the issues:contact the following: 

- Japan Tropical Forest Action Network (JATAN), 501 Shinwa Bldg., 
9-17 Sakuraoka, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150, Japan 

- Jtiends of the Earth Malaysia (Sahabat Alam-Malaysia), 43 Salween Road, 
10050 Penang, ~laysia 

- Asia-Pacific People's Environment Network (APPEN) (same address as 
Friends of the Earth abov~ 
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ISSUES - rainforests (cont'd) 

• CONSIDER YOUR ROLE AS A CONSUMER. 

Thinking about buying a new car or stereo? You might 
want to think twice about buying anything bearing the 
name "Mazda" or "Mitsubishi". 

According to the Japan Timber Importers Association, 
C. Itoh & Company, the Sumitomo Company and the 
Mitsubishi Corporation are among the leading importers 
of logs from Sarawak. · 

Join the European community in their boycott of Mal
aysian timber and refuse to eat at restaurants which use 
disposable chopsticks. 

• WRITE A LETTER TO CONVINCE THESE PEOPLE TO WORK TOWARDS SAVING THE PENAN. 

Shimroku Morohashi, President & 
Director: Mitsubishi Corporation 
6-3 Marunouchi 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo, Japan 100-86 

(Could act as a responsible 
global corporate citizen and 
slop the Japan Timber Importer 
Association from liquidation of 
the last or Sarawak's forests.) 

President George Bush 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 
U.S.A. 20500 

(Could influence Congress to 
rename Malaysia as a pref erred 
trade partner with the U.S.) 

Yab Datuk Patinni Haji Ahdul 
Taib Mabmad 
Chief Minister of Sarawak and 
Minister of Resource Planning 
Chief Ministers Office 
Petra Jaya, Kutcbing 
Sarawak, Malaysia 

(Could impose an immediate 
moratorium on logging 
Sarawak's last primary forests.) 

Prime Minister Brian Mulroney 
House or Commons, 
Ottawa, Ontario, KIA 0H3 

(Could call for sanctions against 
Malaysian impbrls and restrict 
foreign aid.) 

• JOIN AND SUPPORT CONSERVATION GROUPS WORKING TO SAVE TROPICAL RAINFORESTS. 

World Wildlife Fund 
60 St. Clair Avenue E. 
Suite 201 
Toronto, On 
M4T INS 

soll1:'ce of imterial 
on this page noted 
on page 21 

Rainfor est Action Network 
adway, Suite A 301 Bro 

San Fra ncisco, CA 
U.S.A. 94133 

Endangered Peoples Project 
P.O. Box 1406 
Mill Valley, CA 
U.S.A. 94941 D 
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ISSUES (cont'd) 

THE TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST COULD BE. ON RECYCLED PAPER 

Most people are aware of the enormous potential environmental benefits of 
paper recycling. The production of paper from trees is the largest 
contributor to water pollution in Canada, and is a major source of air 
pollution as well. The trees that feed the pulp and paper mills are 
clearcut on a massive scale. It is doubtful whether current rates of 
extraction are ecologically sustainable, particularly if we wish to 
exclude from the "resource base" existing remnant old-growth and "big 
wilderness" areas. Recycling will not eliminate the need for "virgin" 
fibre from trees, but it could at least help contain the ever-growing 
demand. 

These are not the main reasons for the recycling bandwagon, despite the 
newspaper ads that tell us to "Recycle this Paper" or the government 
documents that announce themselves to be "recyclable". That reason is, 
of course, the garbage crisis, and the fact that paper products make up 
about a third of the solid waste stream. For harried politicians and 
officials confronting the fact that there is no good (or politically 
acceptable) place to put a landfill or incinerator, what matters is waste 
diversion. It may be that recycling a ton of paper will, in principle, 
save some 17 to 19 trees, but only if the recycled material is substituted 
for virgin fibre that would otherwise be used. Recycling paper into 
products that might nototherwise exist keeps the paper out of the landfill 
but may not save many trees. But even though waste managers are interested 
in saving space, not trees, they still have to worry about finding big 
enough markets for waste paper. There is only so much demand for cellulose 
insulation and cat litter, so those with responsibility for waste management 
also have an interest in substitution. 

Unfortunately, substitution is not always as easy as it sounds. You will 
notice that the big dailies -- the TORONTO STAR and the GLOBE AND MAIL -
tell you that their papers can be recycled, not that they in fact print on 
recycled stock. This is due, at least in part, to the fact that they are 
locked into multi-year contracts with virgin paper suppliers. In the 
meantime, old papers pile up in warehouses. Also, recycling plants cannot 
be constructed overnight to take advantage of the suddenly burgeoning 
supply of raw materials. Construction of a paper recycling plant east of 
Metro has, I understand, been held up -- ironically -- on environmental 
grounds (the de-inking process produces water pollution). 

This brings me to the point of this piece. The TFN faces a dilemma. The 
Board has been investigating the idea of printing this august publication 
on 100% recycled unbleached stock. It would be consistent with the 
professed environmental values of the organization, and it would mean 
doing our bit for substitution. The problem is that only one mill in 
North America presently produces this kind of paper, and so the price is 
significantly higher than ordinary paper. (Ordinary bond paper often 
contains some recycled fibre, but usually less than 40~.) To print on 
100% recycled paper would cost the TFN an additional $4,000 per year, which 
it could not absorb even in its present healthy financial condition. 
This amounts to about 30 cents per issue, or less than $3 per yearly 
membership. I am sure that most of us can afford an extra $3 a year, but 
at the same time keeping membership fee increases to a minimum is an 
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ISSUES - paper (cont'd) 

important consideration. I personally would support an increase in fees 
of between $2.50 and $3.00 a year to enable the TORONTO FIELD NATURALIST 
to be printed on recycled unbleached stock. lJ¥t do you think? The 
Board invites your comments. Leave your message on the answering machine 
at the office (968-6255) or contact any member of the board. 

Allan Greenbaum 

THE MASKED. YOUNG MAN 

(a sonnet) 

The masked young man nodded at me -
he was spraying 2,4-D. 
I couldn't quite nod back; instead 
I slowly, sadly shook my head, 
for I'd just witnessed this disaster: 
A herbicided heath aster! 

The motor was loud; so I couldn't say: 
"It's all quite useless anyway, 
for if you're after that harmless weed, 
the dandelion, it's gone to seed; 
your time and hire would be better spent 
(for indeed you seem intelligent) 
in teaching those who pass this way 
how the park lives,, this autumn day." 

Diana Banville 
Taylor Creek Park 
September 19, 1989 

.. . RE-USE. • • 
DON'T THROW OUT THOSE LEAVES! 

0 

The leaves that fall around your home can be used to improve your lawn 
and garden -- and they're free. Run your mower over those on your lawn 
and let the small fragments work their way into the grass. Collect 
other leaves in a garbage can, cut them up with a sidewalk edger, and 
spread on your garden. H.T. 

EAST TORONTO HAZARDOUS WASTE PICK-UP 

Call 392-4330 to arrange pick-up Wednesday mornings. Someone must be 
at home. Minimum amount 2-1/2 gallons, maximum 12 gallons. May be 
in several cans. Hardened paints may go out in regular garbage but · 
the lids should be removed from the cans. 
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REMINISCENCES ••• 
FROM THE PAST 

It all seems to have been a dream. When I was about four years of age my 
family moved from the staid town of Weston to~ wooded area about three 
miles north, a little south of the hamlet of THistletown (now Rexdale). 
It was a paradise, with long stretches of snake-rail fences to climb, 
large white pines to wander under, wildflowers, cottontail rabbits, and 
cardinals .. Etobicoke unspoiled. 

Armed with Chester Reed's slender brown bird guide and an old pair of 
cheap binoculars, a boy could wonder and wander up the Humber Valley, 
collecting fossils, fishing, or just rambling. One day, exploring to the 
north, I came upon the spot where the smaller west branch emptied into 
the main river. Three large wading birds were marching through the sandy 
shallows -- my first yellowlegs! No explorer could have had a greater 
thrill than this small birder. If Etienne Brull had paddled toward me I 
probably wouldn't have been too surprised. 

In June one could climb into the branches of an old apple tree and drowse 
among the blossoms without disturbing a nesting bluebird too much. On the 
north side adjoining the Grubb farm a great white pine extended a vast 
limb high out over a waving field of wheat. Utter bliss was to rock 
gently over this yellow-brown expanse and dream of prairie schooners and 
Indians. In the month of May the warblers began to appear in large 
numbers on their way north, and first glimpses of magnolia, Canada, and 
black-throated blues provided indescribable thrills. 

Unlikely as it may seem, this property had originally been the summer 
residence of my grandfather, a busy general practitioner in Weston. One 
couldn't travel great distances by horse and buggy to reach the cottage. 
The old radial streetcar ran north to Woodbridge over farmers' fields and 
woods and it was a romantic journey to take in those days. 

One could walk back a short distance to the main Humber and discover an 
old "mill race" where the water from the river was diverted to provide 
power for one of the early mills. The old ditch was filled with trees 
and vegetation and was a great spot for birding. The clay and sandy banks 
of the stream provided nesting spots for kingfishers and bank swallows, 
and many a yellow warbler's nest was discovered in the willows along the 
bank. Ducks and shorebirds used this waterway in the migratory season and 
gatherings of hawks were not uncommon. 

My father knew his birds too and had always delighted in reading to us the 
stories from Charles G.D. Robert's volumes: "The Watchers of the Trail" 
and "The Kindred of the Wild". Visions of moon-drenched backwoods farms 
and their raccoons and porcupines still haunt my memories. Not many people 
were real birders in those days; hunting was the big thing. Fortunately, 
I had an aunt who was a dedicated naturalist and I was lucky enough to 
learn a great deal from her. She was eventually one of the original 
members of the Margaret Nice Ornithological Club in Toronto, a group formed 
in 1952 because the main naturalist club was for men only. Imagine that! 
It sounds mediaeval. 

My boyhood wilderness is now covered with roads, houses and shops, and it 
gives pain to visit it again. There seems to be no end to the exploitation 
of our natural areas, and now it is happening to our surroundings here. 

C> 
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FROM THE PAST (cont'd) 

History repeats itself. We must try to preserve as much as possible of 
our natural environment as nature has ways of striking back, and this time 
she is playing for keeps. 

Luke Irwin 

from the ERMINE (Orillia Naturalists' Club), Vol. VIII, No. 3, May 1989 
D 

Louise 
Herzberg 
sketched 
the 
introduced 
common 
st. 
John 'swort ( L) 
and the 
native 
square
stemmed 
monkey-
flower ( R) 

at 
Lynch 
Lake, 
Gatineau. 
Both 
of these 
plants 
are also 
found 
in 
Metro. 
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OLDEST LIVING TREES IN ONTARIO FOUND IN HALTON 

The oldest living trees in Ontario are located in Halton Conservation 
Areas -- precariously clinging to the edge of limestone cliffs of the 
Niagara Escarpment. 

In 1988, Doug Larson, Botany Professor from the University of Guelph, 
couldn't believe his eyes as he counted the growth rings on a stunted 
eastern white cedar tree that he was studying. The spindly little tree 
from the Niagara Escarpment in Halton was less than two inches in diameter 
but was over 150 years old. Dr. Larson could barely contain his excitement 
about the prospects of his discovery. Further investigation led to even 
more surprising finds. Several eastern white cedars were studied and 
estimated to be over 700 years old -- predating Christopher Columbus' 
arrival in North America. Larson says that "These trees appear to be 
twice the age of the precious oldest trees in Ontario and surpass the 
current age record for white cedars by about 200 years". 

The University of Guelph was doing soil compaction studies in Halton 
Conservation Areas when Larson discovered the ancient cedar trees. Several 
educational institutions conduct research on Halton Conservation Lands 
under special scientific permits issued by the Conservation Authority. 

Dr. Larson's team had to learn some basic rock climbing skills to access 
the ancient cedars that dangled from the vertical face of escarpment cliffs. 
Hanging from the end of a rappelling rope, a core sample is taken from 
escarpment cedar trees with a drill-like tool called an increment borer. 
The narrow, round cores are polished wih fine sandpaper to clearly show 
the annual growth rings and are then mounted on a grooved frame for easy 
viewing under a microscope. 

These ancient trees, that have missed the ravages of fire, logging and 
clearing, are a natural form of "bonsai" created by the harsh arctic-like 
climate found only at the extreme edges of the escarpment. 

To scientists, these ancient trees provide a source of biological information 
never available before. Through the study of annual growth rings, climatologists 
can interpret weather patterns and climate changes that have occurred in 
Eastern Canada. Genetics can answer questions about the stability of DNA 
over long periods of time, and environmentalists can get a better understanding 
of how chemicals have affected plant growth. 

from CONSERVATION CORNER (Halton Region Conservation Authority), Summer 
1989 D 

Except for town expansion, almost every hedge, wood, heath, fen, etc. 
on the Ordnance Survey large-scale maps of 1870 [in England] is still 
there on the air photographs of 1940. The seventy eventful years between 
and even World War II itself, were less destructive than any five years 
since. Huch of England in 1945 would have been instantly recognizable 
by Sir Thomas Hore, and some areas would have been recognized by the 
Emperor Claudius. 

from THE HISTORY OF THE COUNTRYSIDE by Oliver Rackham, J.M. Dent & Sons 
Ltd., London, 1986 
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FOR READING 
SILENT SPRING REVISITED, edited by Marco, Hollingworth and Durham, 

published by the American Chemical Society, 1987. 

According to the Canadian Wildlife Service periodical, Vol. 9, f 2, Aug. 1989, 
"Chemical pesticides are the product of a $1.8 billion global industry. 
This should be kept in mind when reading this book. 

Members might recall a 60s TV series concerning a bumbling government 
agent called Maxwell Smart, Constantly reprimanded by his despairing 
boss, Smart bounced back each time with the justification that he had only 
"missed it by that much!". The series ran on the certainty that he never 
learned and would keep trying for that elusive measurement. SILENT SPRING 
REVISITED falls into the same category. 

The editors grasp the (still surviving) nettle by admitting much of the 
damage done by chemical application over the past 40 years -- though they 
would use the word over-application. They quote the 1973 commendation of 
John George, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: "We consider Miss Carson the 
greatest biologist since Darwin", but claim SILENT SPRING was an outgrowth 
of a simultaneous consciousness within the scientific community. 

They constantly stress the limitations of toxicology. "Uncertainty exists 
because the questions asked about chronic health effects typically exceed 
the capabilities of the science of toxicology: they go beyond the realm of 
biological and scientific certainty". 

There is head-shaking over the irrationality which makes people unable to 
accept "a finite level of risk ••• from the traces of pesticides". I would 
repudiate the word finite, and answer that we object because we have little 
option over chemical assault. They admit that who makes the choice, and 
for whom, is a critical component of risk acceptance, and "Scientists •• • 
must play a more active role in explaining the facts, particularly the 
uncertainties" (that word again) "associated with the science of toxicology". 
They must redress the imbalance whereby individuals consuming naturally 
occurring carcinogens in their diets remain "truly fearful of the effects 
of trace residues in pancake mixes or drinking water". Adding manmade 
carcinogens hardly improves on the hazards of nature, and those ubiquitous 
"trace residues", now found in every aspect of food processing, make up a 
veritable chemical stew. 

We are offered the platitude that ground water contamination does not 
necessarily mean that drinking water will be affected unless the ground 
water is the source supply. This is followed, however, by "Most of this 
increase [of contamination} has occurred since 1970 with the advent of 
carbamate pesticides, which are very water soluable". 

They admit the interactions of drugs and pesticides have received scant 
attention, but claim that "pesticide-linked carcinogenesis has not been 
widely proven". What is their yardstick for widely, and does this imply 
that a "few" victims are the necessary price for the "good" of the whole? 

They state that environmental monitoring has uncovered the magnitude of 
hazardous waste sites whose disposal "is probably one of the most pressing 
problems in the Third World". In the Old and New Worlds as well. 

There is enthusiasm for something called agromedicine. This is -defined as 

C> 
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FOR READING (cont'd) 

"the integrated interdisciplinary application of the skills and knowledge 
of agriculture, applied chemistry, and medicine to the safe global production 
of enough food of high nutritious content to. meet the health and nutritional 
needs of humans"! ( the writing throughout is padded to bursting). 

They list, with apparent unconcern, the flaws of Agribiz: "Our present 
high agricultural productivity is dependent on the use of monoculture 
techniques ••• , limited options for crop rotation, increasing biological 
resistance to existing pesticides, and the genetic selection of plants for 
high yields that sometimes ignores natural resistance to pests and disease". 
Exactly. Nevertheless: "Additional chemicals ••• will probably be more 
widely used, and this increased use will pose additional challenges for 
toxicologists" (those of the uncertain science). 

On the one hand we read: "Thus we are in the unhappy position of being 
unable to assess the risk of chemicals whose quantities we can easily 
measure", while on the other, there is some slick "relative" juggling: one 
part per billion is the equivalent of one pinch of salt in 2,000 one-lb. 
bags of potato chips, etc. 

There are revealing throwaway lines. "The total picture is still not 
generally known with regard to the health effects of the multiplicity of 
pesticides in use". "Effects of pesticide use on ecos stems have scarcel 
been investigated"(underlining ours • 

There is the fallacy of the single solution. "More attention should be 
given to developing chemicals specifically toxic to only one particular 
group of animals". There is misplaced optimism: "Perhaps we are finally 
beginning to understand and use ecological principles"(!), and even a touch 
of light-hearted whimsy: "Why shouldn't we mimic the best teacher around, 
Mother Nature?" 

But not too seriously. The intent throughout is the promoting of synthetic 
chemicals. One quote will suffice. "Pesticides will continue to be 
developed in response to new agricultural practices and needs, changes in 
pest resistance, and technological advances in pesticide chemistry". 

The key words are: changes in pest resistance. A future in which every 
pest continues to develop resistance to whichever toxin is currently 
supposed to be wiping it from the face of the earth is a self-generating 
future. The antidote to chemical malaise of planet and species, this 
commercial assures us, is more chemicals, but next time the RIGHT ones. 

Eva Davis 

THE NATURAL FORMULA BOOK FOR HOME AND GARDEN, edited by Dan Wallace, 
Rodale Press, Emmaus, Pennsylvania. A book of substitutes for 
chemical cleaners, fertilizers, and other home products. 

THINK BEFORE YOU SPRAY, Pollution Probe. Includes home recipes for 
sprays which will not harm the environment. Available from 
Pollution Probe, 12 Madison Avenue, Toronto MSR 2S1. 926-1907. 

D.B. 
t> 
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FOR READING (cont'd) 

"Botanical e:xplcration of the Canadian watershed of Lake Huron during the 
nineteenth century" by James S. Pringle in CANADIAN HORTICULTURAL HISTORY, 
Vol. 2, Nos. 1 & 2, 1989 

Anyone interested in botan~ but particularly interested in the history of 
the natural history movement in Ontari~ should enjoy reading this publication. 
Though the collections ~cribed are limited to the Lake Huron watershed, 
this ranges from Sarnia in the south to Barrie and Bracebridge in the west, 
and North Bay, Sudbury and and Sault Ste Marie in the north and west. The 
numerous references and footnotes throughout the text tell the more recent 
story of who has been using the material gathered so carefully, and some• 
times not so carefully, by an amazing array of travellers, professionals 
and amateur naturalists before field guides existed. 

This 94-page publication is available from the Centre for Canadian 
Historical Horticultural Studies at the Royal Botanical Gardens, Box 399, 
Hamilton, Ontario L8N 3H8. Subscriptions are $20 per volume. Each volume 
will consist of 4 issues. H.J. 

RECENTLY RECEIVED: 

INTERIM REPORT, Royal Commission on the Future of the Toronto Waterfront, 
Summer 1989, David Crombie, Commissioner 

PROPOSAL FOR A STREAM PROTECTION POLICY FOR THE TOWN OF RICHMOND HILL 
by Anne B. Lambert, the Environmental Group of the Richmond Hill 
Naturalists, May 1989 (17 pages) 

STRATEGY FOR IMPROVEMENT OF DON RIVER QUALITY, SUMMARY REPORT, Ontario 
Ministry of the Environment, Sept. 1989 

DISTRIBUTION AND STATUS OF THE HERPETOFAUNA OF CENTRAL REGION, Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources, August 1989 [free from Ont. gwt. book soop] 

exchange newsletters from Save the Rouge Valley System, the Orillia 
Naturalists' Club, DuckSUnlimited, Friends of the Spit, Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club, Victoria [B.C.) Natural History Society, Stratford 
Field Naturalists, Saint John [N.B.) Naturalists' Club, Canadian Arctic 
Resources Committee, Guelph Field Naturalists, Earth Words (Friends of 
the Earth), Conservation Clips . (Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority), 
Peterborough Field Naturalists, Environment Update (Environment Canada), 
Update (Ontario Waste Management Corporation), Kingston Field Naturalists, 
Trellis (Civic Garden Centre), Lambton Wildlife Incorporated (Sarnia), 
Ontario Recycling Update, Black Creek Conservation Project, Huntsville 
Nature Club. 

Giant ragweed all laid low -
not by man, but storm Hugo! 

Diana Banville 
Taylor Creek Park 
September 24, 1989 

□ 
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PROJECT 
FRIENDS OF THE DON 

Over the past year or so, public interes-t in the Don River has resulted 
in the formation of a task force and an associated citizens' group. The 
Friends of the Don is concerned with the ecological well-being of the whole 
Don River watershed from its headwaters in Richmond Hill down to the 
Keating Channel. This is not simply a "clean-up" program; we are interested 
in the genuine pTotec~ion and restoration of aquatic and terrestrial 
habitats, in public access, and in development concerns, as well as in the 
clean-up of pollution. A task force has formed under the jurisdiction of 
the City of Toronto, while a citizens' group which will cover all 
municipalities in the watershed is in the process of formatio~ It is 
extremely important that we garner support from all areas in the watershed, 
not simply the City of Toronto. The task force has meetings at Toronto 
City Hall at 7 pm on Oct. 18, Nov. 22, Dec. 13, and Jan. 10 (all Wednesdays). 
For more information, please call Mark Wilson at 466-7068 (evenings) or 
Michael White at 656-6967 (weekends). 

Gavin Miller 
0 

THE WEST DON 

below 

"Glendon Hall" 

May 6, 1989 

Nature Arts 
Outing 

field drawing 

by Hary Cumming 
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Strange Sightings 

FEEDER JUSTICE 

If you are like most people you have preferenc1s for certain things in life, 
whether it be food, dogs, cats or birds. When you see your preferred 
subject being bullied and pushed around, even if it is at the bird feeder, 
just a touch of resentment for the bullying starts to build up. I have 
heard of many instances in the past, of people resorting to extreme measures 
to right the situation and see that justice prevails. Many a red squirrel 
has bitten the dust, as the saying goes, for his pushy and aggressive 
behaviour around the feeder, as there are few birds that could stand up to 
trem, especially as the squirrel would just as soon dine on chickadees as 
on sunflower seeds. 

This winter I had the privilege of seeing justice meted out by those who 
have been bullied around my feeder. For years one of the most consistent 
bullies at the feeder is the starling; they just take over everything, it 
seems, by their forceful behaviour and numbers. 

I have a post with holes bored into it which I fill with suet for downy 
and hairy woodpeckers that have always been timid and easily chased away 
from this post. The starlings would sit on the feeder above and wait for 
the woodpeckers to chisel out a piece of fat, then, as soon as the piece 
was loosened, down they would come to grab it, then fly back up to wait 
for more to be loosened. This would continue until the woodpeckers finally 
gave up and left. 

In late December I started to see quite a number of feathers around the 
feeder, and my first impression was that a hawk must have been catching 
the starlings, but a few days later I was clued in as to how the feathers 
were getting there. 

As usual, when the woodpecker started to feed, the starlings would perch 
on the pole to clean up the loosened fat; now, rather than fly away , the 
hairy woodpecker, usually a female, would just go around the back side of 
the post and come up to the back side of the starling and grab it by its 
tail feathers and pull. On at least one occasion both birds fell to the 
snow because the woodpecker wouldn't let go. After a few weeks of this 
treatment, the woodpeckers now feed in peace, and only rarely do the 
starlings approach a feeding woodpecker. When they do, they meet with 
instant opposition and quickly move on. 

There are no starlings with bare butts, but several have a noticeable 
loss of feathers in that area. So now, each time I see both birds at the 
feeder together I suppress a little cheer, because again justice has 
prevailed without our interference. 

from an article by Lloyd Taman in PEEP (Kirkland Lake Nature Club), Vol. 31, 
No. 1, March 1989 

□ 

••• the only constant' in life is change ••• everything is in the process of 
becoming something else. 

from "Reflections - Ends and Means: Restoration and the future of land 
Management" by Chris Maser in RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT NOTES , 
Vol. 6, No. 1, Summer 1988 



TFN 407 - 34 

BIRDWATCHING IN NOVEMBER 

In May, birdwatchers head for Point Pelee -- for warblers. In November, 
they head to the Niagara River -- for gulls. G,lls aren't as colourful as 
warblers, and there are certainly not as many species, but a blizzard of 
tens of thousands of Bonaparte's gulls is quite a sight. From early 
November into December, the Niagara River is a mecca for gulls and gull
watchers. The time of peak abundance varies from year to year, as does 
the number of gulls and species. In good years, more than ten species and 
tens of thousands of individuals can be seen in a day! Two sources of 
information can help you time your visit for best results. Check Peter 
Whelan's "Birds" columin the Saturday GLOBE AND MAIL at the back of the 
"Focus" section. He usually keeps tabs on the reports from Niagara. For 
"up to the minute" status reports, there is a tape-recorded telephone 
message compiled by Buffalo-area birders that details noteworthy local 
bird sightings. Their number is (716)896-1271. Be sure to dress warmly 
if you do visit the Falls and remember this is a full day's outing. 

Generally the best gull watching is between the falls and Niagara-on-the
Lake . I would make my first stop by the rapids above the falls. There 
can be thousands of gulls here and it takes time, patience, luck and 
skill to pick out the rarities. Bonaparte's,ring-billed, herring, and great 
black-backed gulls should be readily found though. Next, I would stop to 
look over the gorge from the foot of the falls downriver to just below the 
Rainbow Bridge. · 

Continuing north along the Niagara Parkway for 8 - 9 km, stop at the small 
parking lot on the river side just south of the Sir Ad~m Beck Generating 
Station. From here you can look down on hundreds of gulls in the gorge 
below. Mostly the large gulls will be here, but it pays to look carefully 
for glaucous, Iceland, and lesser black-backed gulls among the herring and 
ring-bills. Drive next to the "sand piles" at Queenston: about 2 km north 
of Sir Adam Beck; at the T-intersection near Brock's monument, turn right; 
go l km and turn right at York Street, then left onto Front Street. At 
Front and Dumbries Street make a sharp right and park. Look the river over 
carefully from here to Lewiston Bridge. There could be thousands of 
Bonaparte's gulls along with the possibility of such rarities as little, 
common black-headed, Sabine's and kittiwakes. 

If you have the time an interesting way to end the day is to watch the 
gulls fly downriver to roost out on Lake Ontario. Sit yourself near the 
mouth of the Niagara River, in Niagara-on-the-Lake (there is a town park 
there), and watch as thousands of gulls fly by overhead or float by in 
front of you. 

Ross Harris 

WILDLIFE: LOOK, DON'T FEED I 
Wildlife is a priceless part of our natural heritage and is to be 
greatly respected. 

Don't feed animals or birds in the wild. 
as yours and your food may lead to their 

from A CODE OF ETHICS (for the enjoyment 
The Outdoor Recreation Council of B.C. 

Their food is not the same 
eventual starvation. 

of outdoor British Columbia), 

0 
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A NATURALIST'S CODE OF ETHICS 
YOU AND THE FUTURE 

The world is in trouble. We have to start making some improvements to 
ensure our well being. Governments and industries will have lead roles 
to play, but••• the solutions start with you. Here are some suggestions 
on what YOU can do: 

• Get informed. Be aware of both global and regional problems. Vote for 
candidates who are committed to improving the situation. 

• Recycle. Glass, metal, paper, motor oil, and organic waste from your 
home and workplace can all be recycled. Call the recycling hotline to 
get detailed information on sorting and drop-off points. If a program 
doesn't already exist in your area, set one up. 

•Conserve.Avoid wasting water and electricity. Try to find new uses 
for old products and containers. 

• Use your automobile less. Arrange a car pool if possible, or better 
yet, use mass transit, ride a bike, or walk. · 

•Bea responsible consumer. Try to buy products that have little or no 
excess packaging, or can be re-filled or re-used. Avoid disposable 
products. Avoid products which are known to harm the environment, such 
as styrofoam cups and food containers, and some aerosol sprays. 

• Use alternatives to toxic household chemicals. Vinegar, pure soap, 
baking soda, borax and household ammonia are alternatives which are 
less harmful to the environment. 

• Research charities and investments. Aid to the developing world is 
important, but make sure the charitable organization ensures their 
products incorporate principles of sustainable development. Likewise, 
make sure any stocks or investments you have are from organizations 
whose activities do not harm the environment or other people. 

• Get involved. Write letters to government, industry, and newspapers 
voicing your concerns. Join a group which promotes sustainable 
development, or form one yourself. Talk to people about the issues. 
Tell them you care. 

adapted from "You and the Future - Individual Action", a pamphlet produced 
by The Sustainable Development Communications Project, Vancouver, B.C. 

/2 

□ 

Oueen Anne's lace or wild carrot, because of its 
habit of curling in when setting seed, is also 
called "bird's nest plant". 

(drawn by Hary Cumming) 
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THE WEATHER (THIS TIME LAST YEAR) 
November 1988, Toronto 

It was the mildest November since 1975 with temperatures 1.1 to l.2°C above 
normal. The most unusual aspect of the month was the absence of any 
genuinely cold weather. Toronto City was almost frost-free; the minimum 
of -0.2°C on Nov. 22 was the highest on record and warmer than the October 
minimum. Precipitation was near normal, but it was all rain with only a 
trace of snow. 

The weather pattern was one of mild airmasses and frequent but not 
exceptionally violent disturbances. Cloud cover was high, as is common 
for November. There were 17 hours less sunshine than normal, but the 65 
hours is not unusual for this time of year. 

Gavin Miller 

Early November. 
The snow-flakes and the leaves are 
falling together. 

haiku by Diana Banville 

THE "STATUS" OF SCOTTISH HEA'PHER 

D 

On November 30, 1988 , (St. Andrew's Day, though I was quite unaware of it at 
the time) I happened to be in Metro Library, and while waiting for a book I 
needed, my eye fell on THE VEGETATION OF SCOTLAND, J. H. Burnett, Editor. This 
was my chance, I thought, to look into murmurs I had heard about heather being 
not quite as Scottish as people think, having come in after the destruction of 
the forests. The doubt had been left in my mind as to whether it had spread 
from somewhere within Scotland or from elsewhere in north-western Europe. 
G. H. Gimingham,in Chapter 7, sheds some light on this: 

"Pollen analyses of peat deposits in various parts of Scotland ••• 
often show an increase in ericoid pollen following upon the transi
tion from Boreal to ~tlantic times. This, accompanied by a reduction 
in total tree pollen, is evidence for some degree of replacement of 
forest by heath as a result of climatic change before the influence 
of man was felt .•• " 

Of the heath family plants, heather (Calluna vulgaris) is dominant in most 
heath communities where it associates with other heaths, mosses, etc. In some 
cases one of the other heath species may be dominant, at ·least temporarily. 
Burning and grazing lead to the perpetuation of heather (Calluna vulgaris) -
also called "ling" by the way - but where these conditions are not encountered, 

(keeping the plants bushy) gaps begin to appear in the canopy, and as heather 
does not readily replace itself on the same spot, birch, rowan and sometimes 
Scots pine begin to appear. 

Heath also gets its start in dunes and bogs, and not only where forests have 
been cut down where heather and other heath species are already present under 
the canopy. So you see, the heather was there all along. 

DB 
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COMING EVENTS 
Saturday, Oct. 21 from l pm to 5 pm - Climate Warming Information Day 

at Kent Senior Public School, 980 Dufferin St. 

Friday, Oct. 27 from 7 to 10:30 pm - Long Point Bird Observatory fall 
meeting at Civic Garden Centre (Lawrence & Leslie), $5.00. For tickets 
write to LPBO, Box 160, Port Rown NOE lMO. 

Thursday, Friday, Saturdays - November 2 to 25 from l2 noon to 4 pm -
Community History Project Heritage Centre - Don Valley Brickworks 
display at Cumberland Terrace, upper level at Bay St. 

Sunday, November 5 - Royal Canadian Institute Meeting - Boom or Bust? 
Supernovae and the evolution of the universe, an illustrated lecture 
by Marshall L. McCall at the Medical Sciences Auditorium at 3 pm. 
Call 928-2096 for details. Lecture begins at 3 pm. 

Sunday, November 12 - RCI Meeting - The changing environments of the 
Sahara with James C. Ritchie. See Nov. 5. 

Thursday, Nov. 16 to Thursday, Dec. 14 during business hours - York 
Artists' Guild Show, in City of York Municipal Offices, 2700 Eglinton 
Ave. West. Peg McEwan, TFN cart.oonist, hopes to participate in the 
exhibit. First night 8 pm, business hours thereafter. 

Sunday, November 19 - RCI Meeting - The role of mathematics in population 
biology with Herbert I. Freeman. See Nov. 5. 

Monday, November 20 at 8 pm - Mold hunters' guide to the home, an 
illustrated lecture by Dr. John Morgan Jones at the Civic Garden 
Centre (a meeting of the Mycological Society of Toronto). 

Saturday, November 25 at l pm - Toronto Entomological Association Meeting 
in the Planetarium lecture room (south of the Royal Ont. Museum). 

Sunday, November 26 at 2 pm - 4th Annual Dr. J. Tuzo Wilson Presentation 
with Robertson Davies lecturing on Art and Technology at the Ontario 
Science Centre. 

Sunday, November 26 at 3 pm - RCI meeting - Emotion, immunity and 
disease with Reginald M. Gorczynski. See Nov. 5. 

Thursday, November 30 - 9 am to 5 pm - Heritage Protection and Use -
Professional Development Workshop - Monitoring Public Policy: The case 
of the Niagara Escarpment five year plan review. $25. Contact 
Environmental Studies Building 1, Room 345, University of Waterloo, 
Waterloo N2L 3Gl or call (519) 885-1211, ext. 2072 or 3066. 

Thursday evenings in November -- a new course - Introduction to the Study 
of Wildflowers. Write or call Rosemary Gaymer for details at 
1103 - 205 Queen Mary Drive., Oakville L6K 3K8 (416)844-8332. 

CJ 
Send submissions to newsletter to: Helen Juhola, 112-51 Alexander St. 

Toronto, Ont. M4Y 1B3 (924-5806) 
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