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Observations of Birds in Northumberland and Durham Counties 

We who are accustomed to birding in and around Toronto, 
where we have access to experts for companions, a study-skin 
collection at the Museum and a 1'grapevine 11 which rivals an 
electronic computer for speed and efficiency, are apt to let 
our perspectives become warped and our interests to become 
focussed on too great a degree of specialization -- specialists 
on certain pin- pointed areas, specialists on a certain ravine, 
or park, or portion of beach, for instance. 

Therefore, it was to me a refreshing change when I was 
forced to r·evise my routines, to chisel out new ruts in my 
birding plans, to explore new areas and acquire new associates, 
among both birds and birders . 

I must confess that, on moving to Cobourg in July 1955, 
I had convinced myself that things would never be the same again; 
that Cobourg did not have the opportunities which exist in 
Toronto and that I had been sent to the minor leagues as far as 
birding was concerned. In fact, I will admit that I had 
myself so firml y sold on this idea that, in the summer of '55, I 
almost let myself become interested in golf; and for a birder, 
you must admit that is a pretty sorry admission to make. 

ED. NOTE: This informative and interesting article, 
was written by Mr. Gerry Bennett, member of the Council of this 
club, whose home during the past five years has been at Cobourg. 
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When, eventually, I took part in the local Christmas 
census, accompanied by two high school students, and when, on 
that day, we turned i n a Christmas count of which any Toronto 
group could well be proud, I became aware that all was not lost 
after all. Associating then with the Willow Beach Field 
Naturalists Club -- whose slogan, by the way, is "A bird in 
the bush is worth two in the hand" -- I became newly enthused 
and, in no time at all, Bennett, the list hound, was on the 
prowl again. 

Actually, this was not my first birding in Northumber
land County . It was in this county, as a high school student, 
that I first started observing birds. With a school chum, who 
is now a bank manager in Hamilton, I spent three years in and 
around the village of Castleton, using all spare time for 
observing afield. This was in the depression years when we 
had no binoculars and for reference books could only have 
the Blue, Red, Green and Yellow books of Birds from Woolworth's 
which we cherished greatly, and which, at that time, we assumed 
were the last word in ornithological literature. 

After leaving home in 1939, my only birding in 
Northumberl and County, between then and my move to Cobourg, 
consisted of occasional visits to Presqu'Ile Point and return 
trips to my former Castleton haunts. 

In this article we are concerned with the area known 
politically as the United Counties of Northumberland and Durham. 
These two counties stretch along Lake Ontario and include the 
portion roughly from Bowmanville a l most to Trenton. Northward 
from the lake , they extend approximately 25 miles. Since this 
comprises an area of well over 1500 square miles, we will make 
no attempt to consider all of the area, but will confine our 
attention to certain good bird-finding spots. 

Let us first, how~ver, take a look at the two counties 
from a geological standpoint. On a map showing both the present 
day out l ine as well as the ancient Lake Iroquois boundaries, we 
see the well known Lake Iroquois shore line around Toronto and 
vicinity. Its shape and contour is much more interesting from 
a bout 40 miles east of Toronto on. The present Lake Ontario 
shoreline is onl y slightly south of and almost parallel to the 
Lake Iroquois shore until the west boundary of Ontario County 
is reached . Then it starts to fall away, making a broader strip 
of basin which is now inhabited and cultivated. This strip of 
Iroquois Lake bottom is very fertile, the portion south of 
No. 2 highway being dotted with highly productive apple orchards. 
Back along the Lake Iroquois shore where ancient rivers emptied, 
thus depositing sand, there is now a string of tobacco farms, 
the sandy beds of soil being made to order for tobacco-growing. 

Going farther eastward, and examining Northumberland 
County, we find that the old shoreline runs more or less parallel 
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to Lake Ontario but from Colborne on, there is a tremendous 
indentation of the old lake cutting back westward and north
westward again, indicating that about one-half the present 
county was underwater at that time. The village of Castleton, 
of which I spoke, stands right on the Lake Iroquois beach, and, 
again here, since the end of World War II, tobacco farming has 
become the leading industry. The portion of the county 
above water in ~lose times is to- day comparatively unproductive 
when compared to the lush farms and orchards on the "south slope." 

At that time, Lake Iroquois, emptying into the ocean 
through the Mohawk val ley at Rome, N.Y., was 130 miles wide at 
one point compared with Lake Ontario 1 s 50 to 60 miles width 
today. It shoul d a l so be noted that Hice Lake was then a 
part of Lake Iroquois, having very similar boundaries then as 
today. 

It is interesting to speculate on the relationship of 
broad-winged hawk flights to the Lake Iroquois shoreline. We 
know that at Toronto there is a widely-believed theory that 
the broad-wings going over this area follow the old lakeshore. 
We also know that it has been quite difficult to gather exact 
information as to their route as they approach the area lying 
east of Port Hope and Cobourg. This is admittedly due to some 
extent to a lack of observers. However, the observers that 
have done some hawk- watching in fall in that area have been 
unabl e to run up counts anything like such as are observed in 
Toronto . I have seen, for instance, one good day 1 s flight, on 
Sept. 8th, 1956 . To see the thousands that are sometimes seen 
at Toronto seems out of the question. Tracing t heir line of 
flight in this region has, so far as I have found out, never 
been real l y done. Now, if we believe that they do tend to 
stick to the glacial shoreline, we can see why this is. Broad
wings approaching from Hastings County and attempting to follow 
the Iroquois shoreline as shown on the map are certainly going 
to be dispersed rather than concentrated. In all this I am 
simply speculating, but it's an interesting possibility. 

Early naturalists in this area appear to have been very,. 
few, so much so that historian Edwin Guillet's 250-page book, 
entitled "Cobourg 1798- 1948," makes almost no mention of any 
natural history observations at all . It does record that the 
first white settlers came to the area in the 1790's, settling 
first at Smith's Creek, which is now Port Hope. The site of 
Cobourg was avoided at first because of its low, flat nature. 
In fact, Cobourg stands on what was once a cedar swamp, and the 
atrocious condition of its town streets and level railroad 
crossings today can be attributed to the mushy land which lies 
underneath. In fact, Cobourg was so notorious for its lack of 
attractive qualities that it was nicknamed for years by the Port 
Hope residents as "Hardscrabble." It was actually named Hamilton 
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originally, and was later renamed Cobourg in honour of the 
marriage of Princess Charlotte to Prince Leopold of Saxe-Cobourg. 
Through ignorance of correct spelling, an extra 11

0
11 crept in and 

it is now spelled COBOURG. 

Charles Fothergill, one of our best known early naturalists, 
lived in the area and from 1817 to 1840 did considerable observing. 
He left excellent notes of his observations. What we read in 
them makes it difficult for us to visualize the United Counties 
as he knew them. An itemized list of furs, for instance, 
received by local traders in the period from 1808 to 1812 from 
the Mississauga Indians at Rice Lake reveals that in 1809 they 
received 62 otters. Fothergill describes around 175 species of 
birds in th.i.s sect:!.on of Ontario. In 1827 here is what he has to 
say about passenger pigeon populations arour,d Port Hope --
11In 1827 on the shores of Lake Ontario about ten miles west of 
Port Hope there was such an assemblage of nests as covered a 
space of more than five miles square, and the multitudes that 
were killed filled many waggons, and as to computing the numbers 
that migrate into Canada from the United States in the course of 
twenty-four hours, some conception may be formed from the single 
fact that I have known 1,500,000 to pass over one small field in 
a sin'gle day. tr Of the wild turkey he has this to say -- "On the 
authority of Messrs. Case and C. Dennisan, 1828, I find that a 
few wild turkeys were hunted near York upon the Humber. Four er 
five wild turkeys were killed in the autumn at Port Hope by 
Messrs. Hayes and White whose dogs treed the birds until they could 
be shot." These, however, were the only turkeys Fothergill had 
heard of in the Port Hope area in 12 years residence. 

In 1831 he mentions that on June 20th at his place in 
Port Hope he was forced to cut down a large white ash tree with 
a naked top in the fork2d branches of which a pair of bald 
eagles had nested for many years. The tree measured more than 
130 feet in height and nearly four in diameter. Not only is this 
an interesting record from an eagle-nesting standpoint but the 
ash he describes must have been close to a record size for the 
species in Canada. In "Native Trees of Canada," published by 
the Dominion Forest Service, this tree is described as a medium
sized tree 50 to 60 feet in height, occasionally reaching 100 
feet, and being 2 to 3 feet in diameter. 

The clearing of the land, and the increase in the amount 
of land under cultivation, naturally resulted in changes in 
the bird life of the region. In this connection, Fothergill 
has this to say concerning swallows -- 11 It is an interesting and 
pleasing circumstance that hirundines are rapidly on the increase 
as the woods are cut down in the Canadas, They have greatly 
multiplied under my own observation within the last 10 or 12 
years in Upper Canada and some of the scarcer species are now 
found where they were never seen before. For the first few 
years of my residence in the district I could not find a 
single swallow of the species so common in England [like our 
barn swallow]. Now they are frequent and the first pair of 



- 5 

noisy black martins so common in Montreal and Quebec and lately 
in Kingston and York ever seen in Port Hope affected a lodgement 
and began to breed there towards the end of May, 1827, The 
aculeated kind [the swift] and the sand martin [bank swallow] 
have also greatl y increased at the same place. 11 

Observations such as these point out how greatly 
indebted we are to naturalists of a century ago who took the 
time and expended the necessary energy to leave us a picture of 
what used to be. 

The only other naturalist of the nineteenth century, 
whose diaries add substantially to the histor.y of birding in 
the area, is Herbert Skill . He lived in Cobourg, and did much 
of his observing and collecting in the area where I now live -
the Pratt 1 s Pond block, known in Skill 1 s day as Poe 1 s pond. He 
collected in the 1880 1 s and 1 90 1 s, and his collection is now 
in.the Royal Ontario Museum. It consists of 106 specimens with 
92 species represented . It contains no species that could be 
considered rarities in the area . All the skins in his collection 
are labelled 11 Cobourg.n 

Let 1 s take a l ook at his diary of 1886 and see how it 
compares with the notes we keep nowadays. His English names are 
from Ridgway 1 s nomenclatures and the comparison of these with our 
pre sent day names is of interest . In January he mentions the 
presence of whist l e - wing ducks (golden-eye), also sheldrakes 
(merganser), white - bellied nuthatches (white-breasted), and 
shore larks (horned l ark) . In February he mentions shore larks 
being abundant on icebergs, especially in snowy weather. Now 
the icebergs he refers to are likely large pyramids of ice 
that build up along the shore around Cobourg in winter. I 1ve 
never seen the exact formation anywhere around the Toronto 
shoreline. One would think that his reference to these birds 
being active in snowy weather indicated that he had mistaken 
snow buntings for horned larks. However he had shot and skinned 
horned larks so he must have known them well. Perhaps the 
absence of fields as we know them now had the effect of larks 
behaving differently. His notes in March sound normal, the 
usual March arrivals being mentioned. In April he notes the 
arrival of white - bellied swallows (tree) and high-holers (flicker), 
and now mentions seeing horned larks in quantities on ploughed 
land. On the 16th he mentions swifts, a very early date, it 
seems. Yellow- bellied woodpeckers (sapsucker) and black 
snowbirds (Junoo) are mentioned in mid-month. On the 21st he 
saw red-headed woodpeckers , and in this part of the month he 
makes special reference to the spring duck-shooting. Other 
nomenclature differences are exemplified by yellowbirds (yellow 
warbler) and great northern divers (common loon). In early 
May he makes reference to the fact that red-headed woodpeckers 
were abundant. He also records the arrival of tawny thrushes 
(veery), yellow redpolls (palm warbler), yellow-rumps (myrtle 
warbler) and blue yellow- backs (parula) . On the 13th of May, 
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he demonstrates the ultimate in abbreviation in his notes when 
he says, "Cow, cat, and kingbirds are very common." Evidently 
he saw no "blues11 or "ovens"~ Ve .... per sparrows are referred to 
as bay-winged buntings. It is interesting to note that in 
June he makes reference to loons in Lake Ontario, and I recall 
that Mrs. John Graves Simcoe's diary also mentioned them in 
the lake in midsummer . This seems to be a different situation 
than nowadays. An American bittern is cal l ed a great bittern. 
In mid-July, he found summering juncos in a balsam wood near 
Rice Lake. On Aug. 10th he makes his first reference to 
passenger pigeons in his notes, saying simply, 11 saw one." On 
Sept. 13th he wrote, "Saw a great many sparrow hawks in a ploughed 
field. They were busily engaged in catching crickets and 
eating them. I shot a male . It was crammed full of crickets." 
On the same day he mentions finding a nest of nearly fledged 
yellow warblers in a maple tree. Now I ' ve never even seen a 
yellow warbler this late in the year, but a goldfinch's nest in 
a maple tree doesn't sound right either. On the 18th of 
September he refers to lots of blue jays which certainly corresponds 
with our experiences now. On Oct. 7th he mentions the golden
crested wren (golden-crowned kinglet). His year's list for 
1886 contained 118 species including a king rail. 

Mr. Richard Gl over, a teacher at Trinity College School 
in Port Hope, left observations for the period around 1939. Of 
particular interest in his notes is his reluctance to change his 
old world Engl ish names for those in use on this continent, and 
he becomes quite eloquent in his objections. He reasons thus, 
"Squaterola squaterola squaterol a has been the grey plover to 
English shore- gunners for time out of mind; and grey he is in 
the view he most often gives as he takes to wing, or runs 
before one on the sand . His back is a plain grey in winter, in 
summer a mixture of black and white that blend to grey at a 
little distance; why rechristen him the 11 blackbellied plover"? 
Such a name is true only from May to September at most, and is 
then equally descriptive of the Golden Plover. 11 Of the dunlin 
he says, "Why give a clumsy name of five syllables and at that, 
a name that is misleading at any other than the breeding season. 
In the autumn and winter he is certainly not a Red-back sandpiper. 11 

I am sure that Mr. Glover would find many who would readily 
agree that our English names certainly are faulty at times. 

I must say I was quite surprised to find so little on 
record as far as earlier observations are concerned. 

We will turn to a consideration of some of the better 
birding spots. So far as I'm concerned, leading the list by 
far is Presqu'ile Point, just south of Brighton. Presqu 1Ile is 
the 11 Point Pelee 11 of Lake Ontario. As far as I have found, it has 
no equal as a bird-finding area anywhere between Toronto and 
Kingston. It offers sand beach, rocky lakeshore, extensive 
marsh, genuine wilderness area, upland meadows, coniferous woods, 
mixed woods, wet fields and an isolated, non-inhabited island 
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where gulls and terns can and do nest. You can even find one 
strip of land where balsamJ ground juniper and red cedar occur 
side by side. Year-round birding is excellent. The portion of 
bay which separates the Point from the mainland never completely 
freezes in winter and, as a resultJ diving ducks may be observed 
here from October through April . The winter duck population 
is principally made up of great scaup, old squaw, golden-
eyes, and common mergansers . Except for the lack of 
Carolinian species, Presqu 1 Ile offers birding equal to Pelee 
and I say this with no intention of exaggerating. Personally, 
I have now recor ded 193 species there and on May 17, 1956, as 
a single observer, I listed 108 species on the Point in six 
hours observing. 

Not being close to a large metropolitan area, the Point 
is seldom overloaded with people (except for midsummer Sunday 
afternoons), and in the fall when picnic weather has ended, the 
deserted sand beach is sometimes thick with fall shorebirds. 
My own Presqu 1 Ile list includes 24 species of shorebirds, and 
I know of two other species I 1 ve missed -- the white-rumped 
sandpiper and the red phalarope which have been recorded, so 
there are at least 26 species of shorebirds to be looked for. 

Normally we say that the earliest returning spring migrant 
to eastern Ontario is the horned lark. I would like to differ 
with this opinion and say that in Presqu 1 Ile a.nd also at 
Cobourg , two species precede the horned lark. These are the 
canvasback and the redhead . Let me back up this opinion with 
some facts . In the winter of 1955-56, frequent visits to 
Presqu 1 Ile and also to the Cobourg harbour revealed no canvas
backs or redheads in the months of December and January. Then, 
on February 4th, a male canvasback appeared in Cobourg harbour. 
A few canvasbacks and redheads were reported from Presqu 1 Ile 
by other observers on the weekend of the 4th and 5th. Visiting 
Presqu 1 Ile mysel f on February 12th, I found hundreds of 
canvasbacks and a few redheads . A very few horned larks 
arrived that weekend but only the first few stragglers. In 
1956-57, the arrival of these three species was as follows. 
No canvasbacks or redheads were seen at either Presqu 1 Ile or 
Cobourg in January . On Feb . 2nd there were six in Cobourg 
Harbour. The next day a few redheads had joined them, and some 
Cobourg birders who visited Presqu 1Ile on the 3rd reported 
both species in fairly good numbers. On the 9th of February 
there were over 100 canva~backs at Presqu 1 Ile and a few redheads, 
and their numbers increased until two weeks later redheads were 
the commonest duck in the bay, and canvasbacks were among the 
commonest. Horned larks did not become common until the 17th 
of the month and the real "waves" occurred around March 1st. 

As spring migration speeds up, excellent "waves" of 
migrants can be found at Presqu 1 Ile in April and May . Even 
in spring shorebirds are seen in good numbers, species like 
dunlin, black-bellied plover, curlew, knot, sanderling and even 
the occasional piping plover stopping off on the sand beach. 
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In the last two years) a new administration has been instiga
ted at Presqu ' Ile by the Ontario government. Previously a local 
commission guided affairs on the Point. There is now a permanent 
Lands and Forests staff, and more attention is being paid to the 
public. Picnic areas and camping grounds have been improved, 
safety measures are in force on the beach in summer, and there will 
be a resident Park naturalist. We natural history enthusiasts 
are usually rather apprehensive about such changes in parks. How
ever, I believe that, based on work that has been carried on so far, 
since the spring of 1956, the various projects can be truly 
described as improvements. I believe there will be closer control 
over vandalism) better law enforcement regarding poachers and 
hooligans. The village of Brighton has had to move their local 
dump, and thus the filling in of the Pre:squ'Ile marsh has been 
stopped. 

Ron Scovell, well known to most Toronto birders, has been 
working part - time as a naturalist there this past summer. He tells 
me that the bird population of the island offshore is estimated 
at 75,000 adult birds, 90% of which are ring-billed gulls. There are 
also herring gulls, Caspian terns, common terns and cormorants 
breeding on this island. This island has, by the way, recently 
been posted as out of bounds to the public, a very good move for the 
protection of the birds. 

Presqu'Ile Point is approximately 100 miles from downtown 
Toronto. I recommend it to you all as worth a visit at any time 
of year. 

In my opinion the second best area for bird-finding is 
Willow Beach, or Port Britain marsh. This is possibly the best 
known spot to Toronto naturalists because of the various outings 
which have been held there in recent years. This area is owned 
by Mr. and Mrs. Harold Reeve, better known to naturalists as Kip and 
Florence. Here is a combined area of marsh, lake-front and wet 
fields. It does lack heavy woodlands. The marsh is formed where 
the Port Britain Creek empties into Lake Ontario. The creek cuts a 
channel through the gravelly shore of the lake; lowering the level 
of the backwater . When this level is sufficiently lowered, reduc
ing the force of the water, wave action of the lake then closes 
the gap and the water dams up again. This action repeats the 
cycle continually. When the water is lowest, mud flats will be 
exposed and shorebirds will be common in the proper season. Kip 
has maintained a lifelist for his own property and it numbers over 
230 species, an amazing total. This includes such rarities as 
hooded warbler, snow goose, barn owl; sharptailed sparrow and ruff. 
Curiously, he has yet to list a canvasback. This spring, the marsh 
was visited by both a ruff and a glossy ibis. Two principal 
features of the year at Port Britain are the flight of curlew in 
late May and the gathering of hundreds of red-necked grebes in 
the fall. In conjunction with the curlew flights, the migration 
of white-winged scoters is also noteworthy. The field just 
northwest of Reeve 1 s summer house harbours Henslow 1 s sparrows. 
These birds are less numerous, however, than a few years ago. 
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Kip thinks this is due to the owner having used the field for 
pasture recently, the grazing resulting in eliminating much of the 
grassy runways close to the ground, which the Henslow's sparrows 
like so well. Some years, short - billed marsh wrens may be found 
in this field in midsummer. In Reeve's orchard, bluebirds and, 
some years, orchard orioles are to be found. In the marshy 
section, gallinul es, pied- billed grebes, least bitterns, Virginia 
rails, sora rails, Wilson's snipes and marsh wrens are summer 
residents. Excellent flights of Canada geese may be seen in early 
May between Port Britain and Cobourg. Reeve's marsh is the site 
each year now of extensive wildlife photography being done by two 
Port Hope photographers, Ken Campbell and Lazlo Udvarhelyi, both of 
whom do excellent work . 

Pratt ' s Pond in Cobourg deserves special mention. It is a 
mill pond caused by damming up Cobourg Brook, a stream which rises 
south of Harwood and empties into Lake Ontario right in the town of 
Cobourg. My house is right on the edge of the pond and I can sit 
at my den window and see beavers swimming, herons fishing, gallinules, 
pied-billed grebes, ducks in spring and fall; in short, a steady 
observation of bird life the year around. My list for the block in 
which I live so far is 170 species in 18 months residence there. 
There is extensive marsh which both winters has harboured wintering 
song sparrows and swamp sparrows . All three species of mergansers 
visit the pond both spring and fall. As mentioned above, this 
was a favourite spot of Herbert Skill's in bygone days. 

Both Cobourg and Port Hope harbours deserve a word or two. 
Cobourg Harbour contains old squaw, golden- eyes, scaup and common 
mergansers in winter throughout the season. The old squaws seem to 
miss Port Hope. Both harbours are places where glaucous gulls 
are most likely to be found. In spring, Cobourg Harbour is well 
populated with Bonaparte's gulls, common terns, turnstones and a 
few other shorebirds. 

Between Cobourg and Port Hope, lying right on the lake's 
edge, is a large marsh consisting of several acres, known locally 
as Carr's Marsh. This is a dandy spot, and one which would be a 
perfect place to be set aside as a sanctuary. The beach from 
Cobourg to Port Hope offers a fine opportunity for a day's hike as 
there is a five - mile strip with no buildings at all, and, as well 
as the marsh, there is the open lake on one side and lots of 
wooded area on the other. The marsh is home to hundreds of ducks 
in spring, and in summer there are herons, snipe, rails, gallinules 
and bitterns. On the lighthouse foundation, known officially as 
Peter's Rocks, cormorants are to be seen all summer. Circling this 
marsh on foot became one of my favourite hikes. 

East of Cobourg, there were two other tiny marshes that 
were always worth a look for rails, wood ducks, etc. 
They are between Cobourg and Grafton. The mouth of Shelter Valley 
Creek just east of Grafton is another productive spot in spring 
and f all for shorebirds. 
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The section of Durham County north of the Lake Iroquois shore 
has an interesting bird life. Unfortunately, I visited it very 
little. Peter Landry, who kept the local bird records for the past 
few years, and who recently moved to Montreal, knew the area well. 
He could show you pine warblers, clay-coloured sparrows and other 
interesting species. Following Highway 45 north from Cobourg leads 
to a spot, a few miles north of Baltimore, which is well-wooded 
with balsam. Here, in summer are whitethroats, winter wrens, wood 
thrushes and the occasional sapsucker, birds which you don't see down 
close to the lakeshore in breeding season. Two unusual spots which 
deserve special mention are: a piece of primeval forest north of 
Centreton, and a sphagnum bog north of Newtonville. The first of 
these is known locally as MacDonald's woods. Here are hard maples, 
hemlocks, white pines and other trees in a virgin stand, a climax 
forest with dense crown. Here in midsummer can be seen such inter
esting species as p1.leated woodpecker, Nashville warbler, Blackburnian 
warbler, wood thrush, sapsucker and redshouldered hawk. The sphagnum 
bog is interesting principally from a botanical standpoint but it 
should be mentioned that in the breeding season here I've found 
whitethroat, Canada warbler and rose-breasted grosbeak. 

These areas I have described are only the ones that I've 
visited frequently myself . Undoubtedly there are dozens of other 
areas which are every bit as productive in birdlife, 

I would like to end this short paper with a few observations 
of the major differences in birding between Cobourg and Toronto. 
One of the most noticeable differences js the absence of cardinals. 
In either winter or summer, this bird is a rarity and will bring out 
birders as fast as a Kentucky warbler will around Toronto. In 1955, 
I saw one adult feeding young. This constituted an extension of 
their breeding range eastward along the Lake Ontario shoreline, 
although one more easterly record of occurrence has been made at 
Tweed, Ontario. In the spring of 1956, a few males were heard 
singing but they seemed to disappear completely as summer approached, 
and I saw and heard of none the rest of the year, except a few at 
feeding trays in Port Hope. Indeed, the fact that the bird is right 
on the fringe of its range is accentuated by the fact that for every 
cardinal recorded at Cobourg several are reported from Port Hope, 
just 7 miles west . It took dozens of trips to Presqu 1Ile before I 
finally got a cardinal there; in fact this species was No. 189 on 
my Presqu'Ile list. The absence of this species really impresses 
anyone used to observing in Toronto. 

Carolinian species are generally rarities in the area, so it 
was of major interest in 1956 when a pair of Carolina wrens nested 
at Canton about six miles north of Port Hope. This represented 
an easteru extension of their breeding range. 

Another difference in Toronto and Cobourg is found in the 
streams of Canada geese that go over in the spring around the 
end of April and first week of May. Flock after flock cross Lake 
Ontario and pass over Cobourg and Port Hope, several hundred per 
hour, on a good day. 
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In winter, mallard and black ducks are almost non-existent 
except for one small group of mallards which winter on the Ganaraska 
River right in Port Hope. Otherwise, to find a black duck or a 
mallard in winter is a mighty difficult thing to do, contrary to 
Toronto experience. 

A bird which is much commoner around Northumberland and 
Durham Counties than at Toronto is the double-crested cormorant. 
They breed at Presqu 1 Ile (so I 1 m told), and I believe they breed on 
Peter 1 s Rock lighthouse, just east of Port Hope, as they are always 
to be seen sitting on the concrete abutment on which the lighthouse 
stands, if it is examined by telescope any time in summer or early 
fall. 

Ruffed grouse appear on the observer 1 s daily checking card 
much more frequently than around Toronto. The heavy numbers of 
cedar woods are made to order for this bird and the lack of large 
metropolitan areas favour its increase. 

The portion of the United Counties north of the Lake Iroquois 
shore is still well-populated with bluebirds and they are far 
easier to find than around Toronto. The fact that much of this 
country is very poor for farming has resulted in many older farms 
being abandoned so that the transition from wooden fence posts to 
steel ones has not taken place to the extent that we find around 
York County. This, of course, favours bluebird populations. 

Conspicuous by their absence in the area are wintering 
buteos. Around Toronto we 1 ve become so used to counting redtails and 
roughlegs almost by dozens in winter that it seems impossible to 
encounter an area just 70 miles away where it is a fact well wort h 
specia l mention if either of these birds is found in winter. In fact, 
as far as I 1m concerned, to go out for a winter morning's birding 
there with buteos in mind is just a wa ste of time. I was particularly 
impressed with this fact when, at Kingston, a little farther east, 
a winte ring redtailed hawk was found to be such a rare occurrence 
that the observation rated heavy black print in Audubon Field Note s. 

If there are any owls to be found in the Cobourg are a, they 
are mo s t adept at avoiding birdwatchers. In the two years I spent 
there, I found two shortears, no longears, no snowies, no saw-whets, 
just a few horned and screech owls. I can safe ly say that I 
looked in literally hundreds of cedars ea ch winter for longears, 
with no results at all. 

The pileated woodpecker is well repre s ented in the United 
Counties and pra ctically every mixed wood of sufficient size has 
a pair of these birds . 

The frequent occurre nces of grasshopper sparrows surpri sed me . 
In the spring of 1955 I first hea rd one singing north of Cobourg 
a s I wa s stopped for gasoline at a Servi ce Sta tion. The next day 
I found anothe r one in song nea r Castleton. During the summer I 
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had another one reported to me from near Cobourg. Then, in 1956 
on May 20th, we found one in song in the first field east of 
Pratt's Pond. On June 16th I found another one at Tower Hill north 
of Newcastle. On July 1st I stopped to explore some fields 2 miles 
north of Canton and found one in song. I walked through four 
successive fields in this area and each one had a singing grasshopper 
sparrow. The next Sunday, Kip Reeve and I were afield and found 
one 3 miles northeast of Newtonville and another a few miles west 
of Port Britain. On July 22nd another record from 2 miles southeast 
of Baltimore was turned up and three days later I found yet another 
one in Baltimore. This year on the 5th of May we found our first 
one two miles west of Cobourg south of the highway. There was one 
found the same day at Port Hope. On the 25th of May, Dick Saunders, 
Bob Trowern and I visited the spot north of Canton which I mentioned 
previously and soon found one there. Since then I have discovered 
another singing male north of Grafton. So this interesting little 
sparrow seems to have gained a very strong foothold in this section 
of the province. 

This concludes a brief and rather sketchy description of 
birding in the United Counties. The area, I contend, offers 
sufficient interest and scope to keep any observer busy for a 
lifetime. Most of us in Toronto are inclined to rush off to Point 
Pelee, Long Point, Rondeau, Algonquin Park, Dundas Marsh, 
Holland Marsh, Luther Marsh or many other places to the west, north 
and south. I believe that my birding experiences were of sufficient 
interest in and around Cobourg that one salient thought could 
summarize the theme of this paper, and that is -- "For goodness' 
sake when we're looking for some good birdfinding, let's look to 
the east once in a while!" 

XXX XXX XXX 

The Toronto Field Biologists' Club 

by 

Clive Goodwin 

Have you ever wondered where the robins in your garden 
spend the winter; why some plant only occurs in one restricted 
area; or perhaps how a certain insect manages to survive the cold 
weather? If you have thought about any of these -- or similar 
question -- you will know that nature presents a variety of 
puzzling and often complex problems to which there is often no 
clear answer available. Finding these answers can be both a 
challenge and a very pleasant hobby -- instead of bird watching 
casually, for example, you will be bird watching with a purpose; 
even if the day fails to provide much that is rare or spectacular 
your results may be fully as surprising and interesting as a list 
of unusual species. Biology is a science that owes much of its 
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progress to persons who have made studies of this sort in fact some 
amateur naturalists have achieved far more than hundreds of profession
al biologists. 

If this kind of activity appeals to you then you may be 
interested in joining the Toronto Field Biologists' Club. One of 
the objectives of the TFBC is to undertake amateur research and 
assist its members in their own projects. To this end it has a 
programme of extensive field trips, each with some specific objective 
in mind. Whilst II amateur research'' sounds forbiddingJ in practice 
there is little difference between a field project and an ordinary 
outing to the same area -- the same things are to be seen, but the 
project usually emphasizes some particular aspect of the day's trip, 
and more careful records are made. Naturally, these trips are an 
excellent way of learning more about nature generally -- a bird 
population study has no regulations to prevent the group from 
collecting insects, for example, and those who took part in last 
summer's breeding bird census found time to learn something about 
ferns. 

How to join the TFBC? Simply fill out the form below and 
mail to the Business Secretary. There are no admission requirements, 
no age limit -- all you require is a keen interest in some branch of 
nature and a desire to follow up this interest in the field. Member
ship fe e is $1.00 (50¢ for persons under 18 years of age). 

Even if you do not wish to participate in the club's 
activity you may wish to subscribe to the magazine -- subscription 
rate is only $1.00 for 2 years and the "Ontario Field Biologist" is 
publi shed annually in May. You may open -- or renew -- your 
subscription by fill i ng in the appropriate section of the note 
below. 

To DONALD E. BURTON, BUSINESS SECRETARY, 
171 STRATHEARN RD., TORONTO 10. 

R. M. Saunders, 
Editor. 

I am interested in the Toronto Field Biologists' Club and would 
like to receive notice of their meetings and field trips. 

I would like to open/renew my subscription to "The Ontario Field 
Biologist. 11 Please find enclosed$ ....... in payment for ...... . 
issue s (50¢ per issue). 

(Cross out portions that do not apply) 

NAME 

ADDRESS 




